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By Ariel Graham
Members of the Irving Po-

lice Department, the City of 
Irving and many other sup-
porters gathered at the Irving 
Convention Center to honor 
the career of retiring Irving 
Police Chief, Larry Boyd.

Boyd began his law en-
forcement career with the 
Irving Police Department 
in 1980, and has served in 
law enforcement for the last 
36 years. He later joined the 
Arlington Police Depart-
ment, where he served for 22 
years and reached the rank 
of Assistant Chief. He then 
returned to Irving, becom-
ing police chief in October of 
2004, and served as chief for 
the last 12 years.

Boyd announced his retire-
ment in August of 2016, and 
will officially retire at the end 
of this year. Assistant Police 
Chief Bruce Jolley will serve 
as Irving’s interim police 
chief.

By Ariel Graham
Food, fun and football 

memories were shared by all 
during the 24th annual Irving 
Salvation Army Super Lunch 
presented at the Irving Con-
vention Center on Monday, 
Dec. 12.

The Super Lunch is the 
biggest fundraiser of the year 
for the Irving chapter of The 
Salvation Army. All the funds 
raised at this event will go to 
programs run by the Irving 
Salvation Army, in particular 
the Irving Boys & Girls Club. 
Major Stan Carr, command-
ing officer of the Irving Salva-
tion Army, explained one of 

By Matthew Pedersen
Valley Ranch was treated 

to an exciting new winter/
holiday event Saturday eve-
ning, Dec. 10. A number of 
Valley Ranch organizations 
came together to organize the 
first annual Gingerbread Ju-
bilee and fill it with a number 
of fun activities and displays, 
offering fun for the whole 
family. 

“Our management compa-
ny here at Valley Ranch does 
all the groundwork of put-
ting together these events,” 
Steve Adams, president of 
the board of directors of the 
Residential Association of 
Valley Ranch, said. “They 
come up with the ideas and 
carry out the execution. They 
have a team of only about sev-
en people to pull off an event 
like this. We have probably 
500 people here, with about 

Walmart donated more 
than $50,000 worth of mer-
chandise to Bedford-based 
nonprofit 6 Stones to help 
families throughout the 
Mid-Cities on Thursday, Dec. 
15. 

As part of Walmart’s com-
mitment to give back to the 
communities it serves, the 
retailer donated a variety of 
merchandise ranging from 
paper goods, toys, non-
perishable food items, and 
housewares to the nonprofit 
networking organization. As-
sociates at the Walmart Hir-
ing Center in Irving packed 
up the merchandise for deliv-
ery to 6 Stones.

“We are very thankful 
Walmart made such a gen-
erous donation,” Scott Shep-
pard, Executive Director of 6 
Stones said. “These items will 

six or seven events going 
on. We have a gingerbread 
house with Santa and Mrs. 
Claus. We have a story tent. 
We have two bounce houses, 
three food tents, a crafts tent, 
a letters to Santa tent, and a 
huge turn out from the com-
munity.”

Lawanda Brannon, lifestyle 
director for Valley Ranch with 
CCMC, one of the primary or-
ganizers for the event, spoke 
about the importance of the 
Gingerbread Jubilee.

“Gingerbread Jubilee is our 
new winter festival,” Brannon 
said. “We haven’t had one in 
a couple of years. When we 
brought the concept back, we 
wanted to make sure that it 
was big, and that it was bold, 
something that the whole 
family could enjoy. Ginger-

Super Lunch supports local programs
the main purposes of Super 
Lunch is to raise funds to un-
derwrite the cost of the Boys 
& Girls Club so the Salvation 
Army can keep the program 
affordable for all families. 

“It’s only $8 a week for 
a child to be [at the Boys & 
Girls Club.] You can’t pay a 
babysitter $8 just to get a cou-
ple of hours,” Carr said. “So, 
that to me is a huge thing. It 
gives them a safe place to be 
where they get education-
al help, recreational help, a 
snack and a meal.”

Last year nearly 450 people 
attended Super Lunch. This 
year almost 500 people were 

in attendance, making this 
the largest Super Lunch to 
date. The event started with 
a silent auction, with items 
ranging from homemade gift 
baskets to pieces of art and 
memorabilia. A live auction 

was also held during the lun-
cheon, where big-ticket items 
like weekend getaways and 
vacations were sold to the 
highest bidder. Guests could 
also bid to sponsor children 
wanting to attend summer 

camp. 
During the luncheon The 

Salvation Army gave out spe-
cial awards to members of the 
Irving community. The Rob-
ert Power Award was present-
ed to Sharon Barbosa-Crain. 

The Youth of the Year Awards 
were presented to 9-year-old 
Yeimy Rodriguez and 6-year-
old Justin Alvarado.

Anita Tipping-Wheeler, a 
piano teacher from Irving, has 
attended Super Lunch before 
and makes donations to The 
Salvation Army as well. She 
explained the people in Irving 
are very generous and always 
willing to help a good cause 
like the Salvation Army. 

“It’s a beautiful thing that 
they do. The Salvation Army 
does so much good for every-
body,” Tipping-Wheeler said. 
“We all need to participate 
and help each other during 
these times. When you have 
something, share it.”

The keynote speaker for 
this year’s Super Lunch 
was former Dallas Cowboys 
wide receiver Drew Pearson. 
During an on-stage interview, 
Pearson recounted many of 
his memories with the Dallas 
Cowboys, including the gene-
sis of the famous “Hail Mary” 
pass from Roger Staubach 

Gingerbread
Jubilee rocks season

Irving honors retiring
Police Chief Larry Boyd

Irving Mayor Beth Van 
Duyne was one of the speak-
ers at the Tuesday, Dec. 20, 
event. She recounted her ex-
perience in helping to select 
Boyd as police chief back in 
2004, and noted that one of 
the main qualities she noticed 
and admired about Boyd was 
his ability to stay calm and 
collected under pressure. 

“One of my first encounters 
with Chief Boyd was when he 

was being interviewed by the 
police association. They had 
some really tough questions 
that they threw out,” Van 
Dunye said. “But what really 
struck me was that every re-
sponse was very personable 
without taking personal af-
front, was very professional, 
very thoughtful and very dis-
arming. [Chief Boyd’s] ability 
to not be hostile in response 
was amazing.”

Boyd’s achievements 
during his time as police chief 
include the creation of sever-
al community outreach pro-
grams, from Hoops Kicks, a 
youth basketball program, to 
Shop Talk, which focuses on 
strengthening law enforce-
ment relations with the Af-
rican-American community. 
Tony Grimes, president of 

Walmart donates 
$50,000 of merchandise 
to 6 Stones Ministries

help many, many families in 
the Mid-Cities this holiday 
season.”

6 Stones brings together 
local government, business-
es, schools, churches and 
other nonprofits to serve as a 
catalyst of hope and provide 
solutions to meet the needs 
of the local community. 6 
Stones services include pro-
viding emergency food, cloth-
ing, school supplies, home 
repairs, and a network of re-
sources and other services for 
low income families.

“The talented, caring team 
at 6 Stones is bringing peo-
ple together to create real, 
meaningful change to those 
in need,” Walmart Region-
al Vice President Sonya 
Hostetler said. “We are proud 

See WALMART Page 2

Helping to make the season a little brighter for others, Drew Pearson aids the auctioneer by holding up a 
wreath being auctioned. / Photo by John Starkey

Good boys and girls line up outside a gingerbread house waiting to meet 
with Santa and Mrs. Claus during Valley Ranch’s Gingerbread Jubilee. / 
Photo by Matt Pedersen
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WORSHIP ADS
To list your house of worship in

the Rambler, please contact 
Laurie at  972-870-1992 or 

Laurier@ramblernewspapers.net

UNITY CHURCH
Unity of Irving

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class

11:00 AM Service
& Children’s Church

Reverend Frank Pounders
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-5083

unitychurchofirving.com

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third,  75060

972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Chapel
Second and fourth Sundays

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

First Church of Christ, Scientist
2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 75061

972-253-7202
www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-0476

access code 884879
For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.
972-790-8606 

www.BeltLineChurch.com

WORSHIP

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W. Airport Freeway Irving Tx
972-255-4185

www.ppumc.org

WALMART
Continued from Page 1

to support them and their mission of 
transforming lives for the better.” 

As part of the company’s mission, 
Walmart seeks to create opportu-
nities so people can live better. In 
2014, Walmart and the Walmart 
Foundation gave $1.4 billion in cash 

and in-kind contributions around 
the world. Here in Texas in 2015, 
Walmart and the Walmart Founda-
tion awarded grants to Texas organi-
zations totaling $111.2 million.  

SOURCE Walmart

Bowie Middle School students ad-
opted all the residents at Avante Re-
habilitation Center for the holidays. 

The students collected more than 
$700 and gifts to present to each 
of the Center’s 80 residents with at 
least seven items including blankets, 
stuffed animals, shampoo, tooth-
paste, socks, slippers and candy. In 

Bowie students adopt nursing home residents
addition, each homeroom adopted 
a resident and created personalized 
cards for that individual. A group 
of students and teachers from the 

school visited the center to pass out 
gifts, sing holiday carols and spread 
some holiday cheer. 

SOURCE Irving ISD

Bowie Middle School seventh grader Itzy Carbajal hands a stuffed animal to a resident at 
Avante Rehabilitation Center.  / Courtesy photo

Bowie Middle School students (from left) Denise Ornelas Mendez, Alondra Gandara and 
Britni Belmonte visit with a resident at Avante Rehabilitation Center.  / Courtesy photo

Walmart associates gather donations for 6 Stones’ families. / Courtesy photo
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Trinity
Hi. My name is Trinity. I'm about 1 ½ years old, and was rescued 

from another shelter. I'm a sweet, friendly, well behaved girl. I also 
have the softest fur coat. I would love to find a family that wants to eat, 
love and play. Those are my favorite things. I know some commands, 
including I'm good on a leash. I love meeting new people, and I can't 
wait to meet my new family. Maybe a home with room to run and play. 

Sierra
Hi there! I'm Sierra! I will change your 

life with my purr machine! I can purr all day 
long when you pet me. At only 9 months 
old, I still have some kitten tendencies like 
playing and jumping and exploring. I'm at 
my best, however, when you curl up next 
to me and be my friend. I'll see you soon. If 
you don't see me, just listen for the purring 
tabby!

Maybe a lap to nap in. I'm here. I'm ready. Let's meet.

bread Jubilee was what we came up 
with.”

Brannon then talked about the 
deeper purpose of the event, which 
is ultimately to help strengthen the 
Valley Ranch community and those 
of its surrounding neighborhoods.

“One of the things our company 
prides themselves on is bringing a 
community closer together, looking 
beyond any differences and just re-
ally honing in on the things that peo-
ple can agree with,” Brannon said. 
“Everyone can agree with having a 
safe and fun place for their family 
and their kids to play. Everyone can 
agree with wanting to love the place 
that they live and work. Bringing all 
those elements together, this year 
really culminates the message that 
we try to give to the community. I 
think the sheer attendance tonight, 
and the overall joy and happiness 
really shows that we accomplished 
that.” 

Brannon also talked about how 
it felt to see her team’s hard work 
come together.

“It is a wonderful feeling, and I 
am speechless,” she said. “To look 
around, seeing all the smiles, seeing 
all the diversity, seeing everyone en-

joy everything that we have put to-
gether for them, it’s amazing. I know 
that’s an overused word, but the ex-
citement that’s in the air, and the 
peace and harmony that this event 
has created, is just beyond words.”

Steve Adams, a member of the 
board of directors, mentioned how 
successful the Gingerbread Jubilee 
was.

“This is the first time we’ve done 
this event, and it’s been easily our 
most successful event of the year,” 
Adams said. “We have been slowly 
building up the attendance at events 
like this. The staff came up with an 
idea, a Night in Morocco last Sep-
tember or early October, then had 
a very successful candy trail and 
haunted house for Halloween, and 
now they’re topping it off with this.

“As a board we’ve really been 
working hard to make this a fun, 
inviting, and welcoming communi-
ty. One of the best things about an 
event like this is we see people from 
all different backgrounds, nation-
alities, religions, races, and they’re 
all here just having a good time to-
gether. It’s why I have served on the 
board for the past six years, to create 
an environment where events like 

this could flourish. It’s not just me, 
it’s the board, we’ve all come togeth-
er to make this happened.”

Teresa Muchler, executive direc-
tor for the Valley Ranch Home Own-
ers Association and another person 
responsible for the planning and 
execution of Gingerbread Jubilee, 
talked about how the creative con-
cept was a collaborative effort for 
her and Lawanda Brannon’s team.

“We work as a team,” Muchler 
said. “We started putting togeth-
er who we wanted to participate, 
how we got our volunteers, and the 
first thing that we did was come up 
with the name Gingerbread Jubilee. 
Then from there, it just kind of grew. 
We started putting together who we 
wanted to participate, how we got 
our volunteers, and we just came to-
gether as a team to make it happen.

“We’re very excited. We’ve been 
wanting to do something like this 
for the Valley Ranch community for 
quite some time. It’s just our plea-
sure to bring this kind of event to the 
residents here and to be able to open 
it up to the Irving public is equally 
exciting for us, because we want to 
make this an annual event that peo-
ple will want to come to every year,” 
she said.

GINGERBREAD
Continued from Page 1

By Vaughn-zel Lloyd 
The event was almost like Christ-

mas for students at Irving High 
School, as the ribbon cutting for 
the new band facilities, upgrades to 
the dance room and renovations to 
the athletic rooms were revealed on 
Thursday evening, Dec. 8. 

“They saw it going up brick by 
brick. The school year started, and 
it still wasn’t ready,” Principal of Ir-
ving High School Anna Gomez said. 
“The anticipation has been building. 

“The day we got the authorization 
to move in, it was like kids in a candy 
store. They had not seen the inside. 
There was definitely a level of excite-
ment, and they were really eager to 
get in the space. You see them caring 
about it, and taking care of it. See-
ing the excitement in the students is 
what we take pride in the most.”

Irving ISD invited students, 
teachers, parents and residents of 
the community to the ribbon cutting 
to see the athletic and fine art facili-
ties that were added and renovated. 
It was all part of a $23 million proj-
ect funded by bonds. 

“Were really excited, really thank-
ful to the administration of Irving 
ISD and our board of trustees for 
making the investment,” Gomez 
said. “With budgets being the way 
they are, there’s a lot of areas where 
you would cut fine arts, and cut ath-
letic funding, but they see the value 
our kids place in coming to school. 
This is part of what motivates [the 
students], and so they invest, and 
I’m really thankful for that. 

“For our students, it is the excite-
ment of having new spaces and the 
ability to work in an area they take a 
lot of pride in. When they take a lot 
of pride, then that pride is reflected 
in the amount of work they put in.”

The project began in May and 
was expected to be done as early as 
October. However, the building and 
new spaces were not handed over to 
them until the first week of Novem-
ber. 

“Our band was literally in the 
cafeteria,” Gomez said. “The band, 
once the school year started, was 
in the auditorium, and our orches-
tra was in the ROTC building. The 
choir was in another room for a 
while. Orchestra and choir actually 
got to move in at the beginning of 
the school year, so it was just band 
that was displaced at the beginning 
of the year.”

Senior football player Angel 
Ontiveros said the renovations to 
the locker room stood out to him 
more than anything else. He feels 
the changes will improve the over-
all morale of athletics at the high 
school. 

“It looks really good, because the 
old one had been through every-
thing,” Ontiveros said. “More people 
will defiantly buy into the program, 
especially with the addition of the 
new locker room, on top of the new 
turf practice football field we re-
ceived at the start of this year. When 
everyone saw it, they were excited.”

Fine Arts Director Jeff King, who 

was the band director at Irving High 
from 1985 to 1987, mentioned that 
the changes and additions were 
a necessity because of the lack of 
space for members of the band.  

“I was a band director, and the 
facilities were small, but they served 
our function,” King said. “As the 
bands have gotten larger and our 
programs have grown, students 
need more room, programs have 
evolved in equipment and need-
ing more things to support their 
programs and so more storage was 
needed, and practice facilities. We 
provided more practice rooms in 
order for them to do their practicing 
here at the school.”

“The fine arts in general is a place 
for students to develop their right 
brain, their creative side. Many 
classrooms are left brain. I think 
students who can think outside of 
the box and creatively, are what the 
people out in the workforce are truly 
looking for. 

“We’re not here to train people 
to go on to become professional 
musicians, although some of them 
will. The skill sets these people learn 
from being in theater, art and all 
the performing arts, are skills they 
can take with them as adults and 
apply that to everyday life. It also is 
something that they look forward 
to coming to school. Some of these 
students come into choir or band or 
orchestra, theater arts and it’s some-
thing that they feel strongly enough 
about it motivates them to come to 
school,” he said. 

Irving High School 
hosts ribbon cutting

MillerCoors and Dallas Area Rap-
id Transit (DART) have teamed up 
for the second year to provide transit 
customers celebrating New Year’s 
Eve with free rides on all buses, light 
rail trains, paratransit vehicles and 
the Trinity Railway Express (TRE) 
from Union Station to CentrePort/
DFW Airport Station.

No passes or coupons are re-
quired to ride free from 6 p.m. until 
end of service on Dec. 31 thanks to 
MillerCoors providing a safe travel 
option to driving. MillerCoors has 
been supporting free ride programs 
for decades in nearly two dozen cit-
ies with safe rides provided to more 
than five million people. The Dallas 
area campaign started New Year’s 
Eve 2015 and provided more than 
37,000 free rides.

DART and TRE remind custom-
ers that buses and trains operate on 
reduced schedules for the holidays. 
Those schedules can be found at 
DART.org and TrinityRailwayEx-
press.org.  

The reduced schedules include:
Sat., Dec. 24
DART and TRE – Saturday 

schedule.

Paratransit – DART Paratransit 
Services for customers with disabil-
ities will operate regularly. Custom-
ers may call Thursday, Dec. 22, to 
schedule service through Monday, 
Dec. 26, and may call Friday, Dec. 
23, to schedule service through 
Tuesday, Dec. 27. 

Customers should call 
214.515.7272 and choose Option 
3 to schedule their trip. Next day 
scheduling is also available using 
X-Press Booking, web booking or 
the semi-automated voicemail. 

Sun., Dec. 25
DART – Sunday schedule
TRE – No service
Paratransit – Services for cus-

tomers with disabilities will operate 
on a Sunday schedule on Christmas 
Day and a holiday schedule on Mon-
day, Dec. 26. The DART Paratran-
sit Scheduling Center will also be 
closed. Regular subscription trips 
are canceled on Dec. 25 and Dec. 
26. Next day scheduling is available 
using X-Press Booking, web booking 
and the semi-automated voice mail.

DART On-Call - Will not operate 
on Sunday, Dec. 25, or Monday, 
Dec. 26.

Sat., Dec. 31
DART and TRE – Bus, rail service 

and trains will operate on a regular 
Saturday schedule with free service 
beginning at 6 p.m. until end of ser-
vice sponsored by MillerCoors. A fi-
nal TRE train leaves Union Station 
at 1 a.m. and final DART light rail 
trains leave from West End Station 
in Downtown Dallas at:

1:44 a.m., Red Line to Parker 

Road; 
1:47 a.m., Blue Line to Downtown 

Rowlett; 
1:56 a.m., Green Line to North 

Carrollton/Frankford Road; 
12:54 a.m., Orange Line to Parker 

Road; 
1:50 a.m., Red Line to Westmore-

land; 
1:46 a.m., Blue Line to UNT Dal-

las; 

1:36 a.m., Green Line to Buckner; 
and 1:30 a.m., Orange Line to 

DFW Airport. 
Dallas Streetcar – A final street-

car leaves Union Station at 1:10 a.m. 
and Bishop Arts at 1:25 a.m. 

Paratransit – Regular service pro-
vided. Customers may begin calling 
Thursday, Dec. 29, 

to schedule service through Mon-
day, Jan. 2, and Friday, Dec. 30, to 

MillerCoors to once again provide free DART rides New Year’s Eve
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DEATH NOTICES

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

     Ann Kent - Jan. 23, 1941 - Dec. 13, 2016

Chism-Smith Funeral Home
972-259-7644

     Jill H. Brannock - Aug. 16, 1935 - Dec. 19, 2016
     James Dale Liles - Nov. 14, 1962 - Dec. 14, 2016
     Lorene Christy-Evans - Aug. 28, 1921 - Dec. 18, 2016
     Michael David Messerly - Nov. 17, 1980 - Dec. 13, 2016
     Marilyn Gresham - Nov. 13, 1932 - Dec. 12, 2016

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

     Darlene Henson - Dec. 30, 1932 - Dec. 19, 2016
     Tommy Hill - Jul. 14, 1947 - Dec. 16, 2016
     James D. “Jim” Morse - Aug. 16, 1936 - Dec. 10, 2016
     Robert “Bob” Welch - Jun. 23, 1936 - Dec. 19, 2016

Tommy Hill, a long-time resident 
of Irving, died on Friday, Decem-
ber 16, 2016 at the age of 69. Born 
July 14, 1947 in Bryan, Texas, to 
James Ross and Marian Eleanor 
(Walworth) Hill, Tommy was an 
electronics technician. He served in 
the US Navy during the Viet Nam 
conflict. He was a member of Irving 
Bible Church. He was preceded in 
death by his father James and he 
is survived by sons Daniel J. Hill 
and wife Cynthia of Irving; Andrew 
J. Hill and wife Erika of Bedford; 
Douglas J. Hill and wife Sarah of 
Terrell; and daughter Deborah J. 
Patak of Bedford; 12 grandchil-
dren; mother, Marian Hill of Irving; 
brothers J. Michael Hill and Rocky 

Hill, both of Ir-
ving; sister 
Sandye Hill of 
Irving; and the 
mother of his 
children, Deir-
dre J. King of 
Fort Worth. 

The fam-

ily received visitors on Thursday, 
December 22 at Donnelly’s Colo-
nial Funeral Home from 6:00 – 
9:00 p.m. Committal services are 
planned for Wednesday, December 
28th at 3:00 p.m. at Dallas-Fort 
Worth National Cemetery, 2000 
Mountain Creek Parkway, Dallas, 
Texas 75211.

TOMMY HILL

the Irving NAACP, said Boyd was 
pro-active about improving rela-
tions with these communities long 
before the recent racial tensions. 

“Chief Boyd came in several years 
ago,” Grimes said. “He called me 
and wanted to do something that 
was going to be pro-active before all 
of the incidents that we see in the 
media today. Chief Boyd wanted to 
be pro-active in an effort that would 
prevent [those incidents] from hap-
pening in our community. Chief 
Boyd didn’t only make an impact in 
our community, but every commu-
nity.”

Lieutenant John Mitchell was 
president of the Irving Police Asso-
ciation when Boyd first became po-
lice chief, and spoke on behalf of the 
Irving Police Department. He, along 
with others, spoke to Boyd’s strong 
Christian faith and his compassion 
for others. He also spoke personally 
about how Chief Boyd helped him 
grow as an individual and become a 
better person through their friend-
ship.

“When Chief Boyd was hired in 
2004, he inherited a police associ-
ation president who was an arro-
gant, bullheaded young man; who 
only thought that he understood the 
meaning of professional policing,” 
Mitchell said. “It was in that role that 
the Chief and I began what I believe 
is a relationship built on respect and 
trust. He and I had many meetings, 
some of them were not flattering. 
However, I can honestly say, I didn’t 
always hear what I wanted to hear, 
but I was always heard.”

Many police organizations and 
law enforcement agencies also came 
forward to honor Boyd. State repre-
sentatives Rafael Anchia and Rod-
ney Anderson delivered a special 
proclamation for Boyd’s retirement, 
and presented him with a flag flown 

over the Texas Senate. Bill Noonan, 
special agent in charge of the Dallas 
Secret Service Field Office, present-
ed a congratulatory letter from Di-
rector Joseph P. Clancy, head of the 
US Secret Service. 

Tom Class from the Dallas FBI 
office gave Boyd a letter of congrat-
ulations from FBI Director James 
Comey, as well as a plaque from the 
Dallas FBI office. Special Agent Bill 
Temple of the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearms presented 
Boyd with a commemorative cow-
boy statue entitled “Clash of Titans.” 
Police Chief Steve Dye of the Grand 
Prairie Police Department and Chief 
Will Johnson of the Arlington Po-
lice Department were also on hand 
to congratulate Boyd on his retire-
ment, along with Travis Hammond 
of the Irving Police Association and 
Naya Pope of the Fraternal Order of 
Police.

Boyd himself stated that his ser-
vice as police chief was the “pinna-
cle of his career,” and concluded by 
saying that it is not the police chief 
who makes the police department, 
but the officers serving in it.

CHIEF BOYD
Continued from Page 1

Nimitz High School juniors 
Javier Blanco (left) and Sa-
mantha Espinoza (right) were 
selected for the 2017 Spirit of 
America Youth Leadership Pro-
gram to be held March 16-10 at 
Valley Forge, Pa. 

This is a four-day conference 
for high school students allows 
them to interact with experts 
on citizenship, democracy, the 
free enterprise system, the ju-
dicial system and the American 
political process. The program 
includes thought-provoking lec-
tures, historical tours and expe-
riential workshops, all designed 
to develop leadership skills and 

deepen an understanding of 
the rights and responsibilities 
of engaged citizenship. This 
marks the 14th time in the past 
15 years that Nimitz has been 
represented at the conference, 
and the first time two students 
from Nimitz have been select-
ed. In addition, AP US Histo-
ry teacher James Diehl, who 
helped nominate the students, 
is extremely proud of the tra-
dition these two continue as 
he was the first ever Nimitz 
student selected to attend the 
conference in 2002.

SOURCE Irving ISD

schedule service for Tuesday, Jan. 3. 
Customers should call 214.515.7272 
and choose Option 3 to schedule 
their trip. Next day scheduling is 
also available using X-Press Book-
ing, web booking or semi-automat-
ed voicemail.

Sun. Jan. 1
DART – Buses and light rail will 

operate on a Sunday schedule
TRE – No service
Paratransit Services for custom-

ers with disabilities will operate on 
a Sunday schedule. The Paratran-
sit Scheduling Center will also be 
closed. Regular subscription trips 
are canceled on Jan. 1. Customers 
needing service for Monday, Jan. 
2, are encouraged to begin calling 
Thursday, Dec. 29. Next day sched-
uling is also available using X-Press 
Booking, web booking and the 
semi-automated voice mail system.

DART On-Call - Will not operate.  

Mon., Jan. 2
DART administrative offices are 

closed.
DART and TRE - Saturday sched-

ule.

Paratransit - Regular subscrip-
tion trips will be canceled. Custom-
ers needing service for Monday, 
Jan. 2, are encouraged to begin call-
ing Friday, Dec. 30. The Paratran-

sit Scheduling Center will also be 
closed. However, next day schedul-
ing will be accepted using our voice-
mail booking system and DART’s 
automated booking feature, X-Press 
Booking as well as web booking. To 
speak with a staff person, customers 
may begin calling Friday, Dec. 30, to 
schedule service through Tuesday, 
Jan. 3. Customers should call 214-
515-7272 and choose Option 3 to 
schedule their trip.

DART On Call - Will not operate.
DART’s Customer Information 

Center will be open from 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m. on New Year’s Eve and New 
Year’s Day. Customers needing 
schedule information can call 214-
979-1111. 

SOURCE Dallas Area Rapid Transit

MILLERCOORS
Continued from Page 3

Nimitz students selected 
for leadership program
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OUTSIDE SALES REPS
Rambler Newspapers is seeking sales representatives. 

Requirements:
   Personal Transportation & Valid Driver’s License and Insurance. Preferred Skills Include: Prior Sales Experience (not retail) & 
Basic Computer Skills. Willing to establish and maintain relationships with customers .
To apply send resume to : johns@ramblernewspapers.net

CLASSIFIEDS

LEGALS

RENTALS

EVENT HALL RENTALS
IRVING ELKS LODGE #2334

2015 N. BRITAIN RD., IRVING, TX 75061
PLEASE CALL (972) 579-0005
FOR MORE INFORMATION.

SEATING FOR UP TO 230 PEOPLE, FULL SERVICE BAR.

EMPLOYMENT

MOVIE REVIEWS

SUPERLUNCH
Continued from Page 1

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
CONFLANS ROAD

From State Highway 161 (SH 161) to Valley View Lane
CSJ: 0918-45-812

Dallas County, Texas

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT), in conjunction with the City of Irving, proposes the 
extension of existing Conflans Road, on new location, from State Highway 161 (SH 161) to Valley View 
Lane, in Dallas County, Texas. Pursuant to Texas Administrative Code, Title 43, Part 1, Chapter 2, Sub-
chapter E, §2.105 and Code of Federal Regulations, Title 23, Chapter I, Subchapter H, §771.111 and 
Title 40, Chapter V, §1506, this notice advises the public that TxDOT will be conducting a public meeting 
to discuss and receive public comments on the proposed project. The meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
January 17, 2017, at the City of Irving City Hall, City Council Chambers, 825 W. Irving Boulevard, Irving, TX 
75060. Representatives from TxDOT, the City of Irving, and project consultants will be available to answer 
questions about proposed improvements for this project. Displays and project information will be presented 
at the public meeting. The meeting will be held in an open house format from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. with 
no formal presentation.

Currently, existing Conflans Road is a major collector in the westernmost southwest portion of Irving, which 
terminates at SH 161. The proposed improvements for this project would extend existing Conflans Road 
approximately 0.8-mile west of SH 161, on new location roadway and bridge structure, to connect to Valley 
View Lane at F.A.A. Boulevard. The proposed bridge structure would cross over a tributary of Bear Creek. 
The new location roadway and bridge structure would consist of a one 12-foot wide inside travel lane and 
one 14-foot wide outside shared-use lane (for bicycle accommodation), curb and gutter, and a 12-foot 
shared use path along the outer lanes of the roadway on the eastbound direction . The proposed shared-
use path would meet ADA design criteria. Approximately 16 acres of new right-of-way and 6.5 acres of 
temporary easements would be acquired for construction of the project. Although additional right-of-way is 
required, no residential or non-residential structures would be displaced. Information concerning services 
and benefits available to affected property owners and information about the tentative schedule for right-of-
way acquisition may be obtained from the district office at the address listed below.

Maps depicting the location of proposed improvements and the geometric design will be available for view-
ing at the public meeting. This information will also be available for inspection Monday through Friday 
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. at the TxDOT Dallas District Office, 4777 E. Highway 80, 
Mesquite, TX 75150. This information will also be available online at www.keepitmovingdallas.com under 
Upcoming Public Hearing/Meeting.

All interested persons are invited to attend the public meeting. Written comments from the public are re-
quested and will be accepted for a period of 15 calendar days following the meeting. Written comments 
may be submitted either in person at the public meeting or by mail to the TxDOT Dallas District Office, 
Attention: Ms. Grace Lo, P.E., 4777 E. Highway 80, Mesquite, TX 75150-6643. Written comments must 
be postmarked on or before Wednesday, February 1, 2017, to be included in the documentation of the 
public meeting.

The public meeting will be conducted in English. Persons interested in attending the meeting who have 
special communication or accommodation needs, or need an interpreter, are encouraged to contact the 
TxDOT Dallas District Public Information Office at (214) 320-4480. Requests should be made at least 
two days prior to the public meeting. Every reasonable effort will be made to accommodate these needs. 
If you have general questions or concerns regarding the proposed project, you may contact the TxDOT 
Project Manager, Ms. Grace Lo, P.E. at (214) 320-6627 or by email at grace.lo@txdot.gov. You may also 
contact the Consultant Project Manager, Mr. Naser Abusaad, P.E. at (214) 703-5151 or by email at naser@
civilassociates.com.

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental 
laws for this project are being, or have been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memo-
randum of Understanding dated December 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.

Tachyon Technologies LLC seeks Masters+1yr. exp./ Bachelors+5 yrs exp./equiv. BI 
Developer (TT100020): SQL Server, MS-BI (SSIS/ SSRS/SSAS), Visual Studio, T-SQL; Java 
Developer (TT100021): Java, J2EE, JSP, Servlet, JavaScript; VMWare Administrator 
(T100022): VMWAre ESXi, VMWare Workstation, VSphere. Mail Resumes w/ Job ID to: HR, 
4545 Fuller Drive, Suite 414, Irving, TX 75038. Travel to unanticipated work sites throughout 
U.S. Foreign equiv. accepted.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS – PROPOSED ZONING CHANGES
CITY OF IRVING CITY COUNCIL

Public hearings are held to consider applications for amendments to the Comprehensive Zoning 
Ordinance and the Official Zoning Map of the City of Irving, Texas for the properties described 
herein:

LOCATION, DATES & TIMES OF PUBLIC HEARINGS:
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas
Planning & Zoning Commission: Tuesday, January 3, 2017, 7 p.m.
City Council: Thursday, January 12, 2017, 7 p.m.

ZONING CASE ZC16-0100:  Approximately 0.13 acres at 517 Mimosa St. The request is to rezone 
the property from R-6 (Single Family) uses to S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for R-6 (Single Family) 
uses to allow new single family construction with a variance to the lot area. 

All interested persons are encouraged to attend the public hearings and express their opinions on 
the zoning change request.  Written response for the record may also be submitted to:

City of Irving – Planning & Community Development Dept., 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, TX 
75060

The applications are on file for public review in the Planning & Community Development Dept. at 
the address listed above during normal business hours. For additional information, please contact 
the Department at 972-721-2424. Please reference the case number when requesting information.

This facility is wheelchair accessible. Accessible parking spaces are available. Requests for 
interpretation services or assistive hearing devices must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting. 
Contact the City Secretary’s Office at (972) 721-2493 for assistance.

during the 1975 playoff game be-
tween the Cowboys and the Minne-
sota Vikings. Pearson also discussed 
an interview he had with former 
Cowboys wide receiver Michael Ir-
vin and current wide receiver Dez 
Bryant, who all three wore the #88 
jersey for the Cowboys. When asked 
who he believes should be the next 
inductee into the Cowboys Ring of 
Honor, Pearson made a case for the 
inclusion of Clint Murchison Jr., the 
original owner of the Cowboys. 

“There is no Drew Pearson, there 
is no Dallas Cowboys without Clint 
Murchison,” Pearson said. “I do not 
understand his omission. If anybody 
deserves a statue in front of AT&T 
Stadium, of course Tom Landry, but 
Clint Murchison as well.”

The Dallas Cowboys have been 
partners with The Salvation Army 
for over 20 years, with the halftime 
show for the Cowboys’ Thanksgiv-
ing Day Game serving as the official 
kickoff for the Red Kettle Campaign. 
Pearson said the Cowboys’ involve-
ment with The Salvation Army was 
“second to none,” and he is very 
proud of his former team’s work 
with the organization. He went on to 
add that The Salvation Army’s work 
was invaluable to families, children, 
and everyone in the Irving area who 
just needs a little extra help to get by.

“The best way to appreciate The 
Salvation Army is to imagine them 
not being there, and all those fam-
ilies and people they can’t help,” 
Pearson said. “Where would they go 
to get that help? If you look at it in 
that perspective, you certainly ap-
preciate what The Salvation Army 
does.”

By Matt Mungle
Synopsis: An uncle is forced 

to take care of his teenage neph-
ew after the boy’s father dies. 
Review: The simple, ubiquitous story 
of Manchester by the Sea is elevated 
to award worthy status by genuine 
writing, directing, and acting. It is 
proof that concept can only rise to its 
full potential when all other elements 
come together. This is a film that 
could have been too heavy to ever 
get off the ground but somewhere 
in its drama it finds its wings to fly.  
Lee Chandler (Casey Affleck) is a re-
served man living day to day in a pre-
occupied state of existence. He works 
hard, keeps his head down, and takes 
the blows as they come. When his 
brother (Kyle Chandler) dies Lee is 
put into a crucial position of raising 
his teenage nephew Patrick (Lucas 
Hedges). Lee wants no part of this, 
not because he doesn’t care about 
Patrick but it will force him to face 
a past he has tried hard to escape. 
This begins a journey of struggle and 
redemption for the both of them.  
Affleck is sensational in this film 
as a devastated man whose life 
turned on a dime. Lee is numb to 
the world around him which makes 
the thought of caring for another 
person nearly impossible. Patrick 

doesn’t understand Lee’s unwill-
ingness to do this, which in turn 
creates an important tension in the 
film, but it is so realistic and relat-
able. The two argue and interact the 
way real people would. One can be 
so angry with the other, but you see 
it never diminishes the love that is 
inherent. Hedges may be a young 
actor, but his ability to emote that 
balance of family and frustration is 
another reason this movie is such 
a success. Keep an eye on this guy. 
His movie career is going to be epic.  
Kenneth Lonergan directed this 
film based on an original script he 
wrote. It is hard to figure out which 
to praise him for first. I guess the 
chicken wins out over the egg for 
without a script there would be 
nothing to direct. Lonergan writes 
rich characters with beating hearts 
and bleeding flesh. Their dialogue is 
never verbose or flamboyant, but it 
is genuine. Sometimes it says noth-
ing at all. But those pauses come 
at the right time. There is a natural 
rhythm to the conversations that 
fold the characters in on one anoth-
er. You may not like their decisions 
or how they respond but you get 
them. You know them, and more 
than often you can sympathize.  
Affleck and Hedges are two strang-

ers that meet on a soundstage and 
have to convince us they are family. 
Lonergan directs them so that what 
he has written comes to brilliant 
life. He guides them through the 
words on the page so that we have 
no problem believing the world in 
which they exist, and that is why 
the audience engages with the film 
from start to finish. As the whys and 
hows emerge you cry, laugh, and 
listen. Lee has a horrible burden, 
and you want to help shoulder it.  
Michelle Williams costars as Lee’s 
ex-wife Randi. Williams has al-
ready earned many nominations 
for this role, so you would expect 
her to be in the film a lot. But she 
only makes a few appearances. It 
is what she does with the time she 
has that makes her notable. Randi’s 
brief exchange with Lee is enough to 
make you hand her the award your-
self. It will move you considerably.  
Manchester by the Sea is a heavy 
drama but not completely void of 
humor, because life can be funny. 
In the midst of pain and sorrow, 
we often have to find things to 
laugh at and with. This story finds 
these moments and graphs them in 
seamlessly. Again, just as you would 
expect it in reality. It is a human 
story and humanity is prevalent.  

It is rated R for language through-
out and some sexual content. This is 
a film for adults and they can handle 
the content. Life is messy and ugly 
and many times unfair, but people 

get through it. Never does this mov-
ie take that for granted. 

I give it 4 out of 5 awkward con-
versations. It is worthy of any praise 
it gets.

Manchester by the Sea pulls together all the elements of a drama

Dallas Cowboy Cheerleaders sign photos for fans. / Photo by John Starkey

Supporters of The Salvation Army do a little shopping at a silent auction before the 
beginning of the Super Lunch. / Photo by John Starkey

The Boys and Girls Club presents Justin Alvarado and Yeimy Rodriguez with Youth of the Year awards. / Photo by John Starkey
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their infor-
mation on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving 
Rambler will have accurate information. Listings are 
limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location 
and time. If an organization wishes to have more in-
formation than the free listing offers, we will continue 
to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Buttons & Bows Square 

& Round Dance Club 
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
DFW Scroller Saw Club

Last Saturday of each month
9:30 AM to 11:30 AM

Georgia Farrow Rec Center 530 Davis St.
www.dfwscrollers.net / 214-995-9270

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thursday of the month 

7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain

www.irvingarc.org
Irving AMBUCS

Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.
at Spring Creek BBQ

 Irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Second Tuesday each month @ 7:30 P.M.

132 E. Second St. Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm 
IHOP on Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Chateau on Wildbriar Lake

1515 Hard Rock Road
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS

* It was American cartoonist Bill Watterson 
who, in his much-loved comic strip “Calvin 
and Hobbes,” made the following sage 
observation: “It’s hard to be religious when 
certain people are never incinerated by 
bolts of lightning.”

* ‘Tis the season for resolutions -- have 
you made yours yet? If not, here are 
some of the most common ones you can 
choose from: lose weight, eat healthier, 
get more exercise, stop smoking, create 
(and stick to!) a budget, save money, get 
organized, find a better job, and even just 
be a better person. Sounds great, right? I 
have some bad news, though: According to 
statisticians, only about half of Americans 
make any resolutions at all for the new year 

-- and of those who do, a quarter of them give up within two 
weeks. 

* In 14th-century Europe, not many people kept cats as house 
pets; they were too much associated with witches. 

* There is a dispute among literary historians concerning the 
last words of beloved American poet Emily Dickenson. Some 
claim that the last thing she said was, “I must go in, the fog 
is rising.” Others claim her last words were rather less poetic: 
“Oh, is that all it is?”

* You’re probably aware that many high-rise buildings in the 
United States don’t include a 13th floor, skipping straight from 
12 to 14, just because the superstitious among us consider 
the number 13 to be unlucky. You might be surprised to learn, 
though, that China has its own version of the practice: There, 
buildings skip from the third to the fifth floor. The word for the 
number four is pronounced almost the same way as the word 
for death, so the number is considered to be unlucky. 
***
Thought for the Day: “History is a vast early-warning system.” 
-- Norman Cousins

1. HISTORY: What was the name of the 
spacecraft in which John Glenn orbited the 
Earth as the first American in space?
2. GENERAL KNOWLEGE: What are 
runes?
3. MOVIES: Which film won best picture at 
the 1994 Oscars?

4. LANGUAGE: What is the more common name for an affidavit?
5. LITERATURE: Which Russian author wrote the novel “War and 
Peace”?
6. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What species of fish goes by the name 
“steelhead” and “rainbow”?
7. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which president was the shortest in stature?
8. EXPLORERS: Which Portuguese explorer discovered the sea route 
to India?
9. COMEDY: What was the name of the third baseman in Abbott and 
Costello’s comedy routine “Who’s on First?”?
10. FOOD & DRINK: What is the process of aging cheese called?

Answers
1. Friendship 7
2. A mark or letter of magical significance
3. “Forrest Gump”
4. Sworn statement
5. Leo Tolstoy
6. Trout
7. James Madison, 5 foot 4 inches tall
8. Vasco da Gama
9. I Don’t Know
10. Affinage
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By Vaughn-zel Lloyd 
With the holiday season in full 

swing, hundreds of runners and 
their four footed companions gath-
ered on a cold Saturday morning, 
Dec. 10, at Holy Family of Nazareth 
Catholic school to participate in a 5k 
run and 1k walk. The fourth annual 
Holy Family Santa Paws Run invit-
ed humans and dogs to get a little 
exercise while helping to raise funds 
for the school’s students. In addition 
to the humans only race and the 
pet/owner race, the event featured a 
dog costume contest. 

“We just do it, and it’s so much 
fun,” event coordinator Nora Ruiz 
said. “We always invite people out 
to have fun, get together and enjoy 
the people around them. We have 
our serious runners, people who run 
with no shoes sometimes, and those 
who dress up just for the fun of it, so 
we’re like ‘ok, anything goes.’”

The top three finishers in each age 
category were awarded a medal. All 
of the funds raised by the event were 
given straight to the school. 

“We take donations and use it, be-
cause we have a lot of kids who can-
not afford our school, but they want 
to be in our school; so for those peo-
ple who can’t afford it, we give them 
a chance to become students here,” 
Ruiz said. “We have people from dif-
ferent backgrounds, financial class-
es; so we don’t want to say ‘no’ to a 
kid, so we do this event to help the 
kids who want to attend.”

Although the course was a little 
shorter than 3.1 miles, the school 
brought in a timer to track the times 
of every runner who participated in 
both races. 

“It was maybe not 5k in distance, 
because everybody’s times were a 
little fast,” Fiona Green said. “I have 
been hovering around the 22 mark, 
and I came in around 19 minutes, 
but nobody needs to know.” 

Green who is 52 years of age and 
an owner of an animal rescue group, 

said a lot of people who were in at-
tendance were people she had run 
with at different events before. 

“It’s really nice to run with other 
people, and it’s kind of nice the dif-
ferent levels, different ages and the 
course. We all get to learn from each 
other,” Green said. “A guy I knew 
was telling me what do about tight 
hamstrings. It is great we can all 
help each other enjoy good fellow-
ship.”

Kimanderes Greene who attend-
ed the run, and is a resident of Val-
ley Ranch in Irving, brought her 
dog Mackey whom she got from an 
animal shelter, to participate in the 
5k run. She said that the Santa Paws 
Run is one of 1,500 races she has 
competed in. 

“It keeps me motivated to contin-
ue to get second and third,” she said. 
“I am 63 now and have been literally 
competing constantly. But now I’m 

just running shorter runs, because 
I have an over usage injury from all 
that running, and I just decided to 
bring my dog out today.”

Greene also added that running 
events like the Santa Paws run 
which had over 100 participants in 
both the 5k and 1k race walk brings 
a plethora of people with different 
interests and backgrounds together. 

“Today we had some of the church 
people who are barely running, but 
are here because they support the 
church and they support the pur-
pose. Then you had the hardcore 
runners and the volunteers,” Greene 
said. “I chose this race, because I live 
in Irving and I ran this last year. This 
is the first time I brought my dog.”

Events like Santa Paws Run not 
only build camaraderie but also 
promote community engagement. 
Green, who is from originally from 
Scotland, moved to the North Tex-

as region a few years ago and said 
that running events like these have 
helped her transition into environ-
ments much easier. 

“It’s huge. That’s how I got to 
know everybody when I moved out 

here. I started doing races, and most 
of my friends are runners or animal 
owners because I have an animal 
rescue group,” Green said. “Most of 
the people I know either have ani-
mals or are runners or both.”

Holy Family school holds Santa Paws Run

center – both men and women. This 
was the first community service ef-
fort for these students this school 
year, and they were able to enhance 
their communication skills as well 
as practice performing services that 
will lead towards obtaining their 
Texas Cosmetologist license. 

SOURCE Irving ISD

Spreading holiday cheer 
through manicures

Cosmetology students from Irving 
ISD’s Ratteree Career Development 
Center recently visited Heritage 
Senior Center to provide holiday 

manicures with nail art. Over the 
course of the two days, 11 students 
provided free manicure services to 
approximately 40 members of the 

All dressed up and ready to go home, competitors in the doggy costume contest take a 
break after the morning race. / Photo by Vaughn-zel Lloyd

Students from the Ratteree Career Development Center spread joy through the Heritage 
Senior Center one manicure at a time.  / Courtesy Photo
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By Jess Paniszczyn
The Irving Fire Department host-

ed its annual Firefighters’ Pancake 
Breakfast benefiting the Irving Po-
lice and Fire Blue Christmas orga-
nization at Plymouth Park Baptist 
Church on Saturday, Dec. 10. 

The morning included Santa’s ar-
rival on a fire truck, a DJ, door priz-
es and a silent auction.

“The Police and Fire Blue Christ-
mas tradition has been going on 

By Jess Paniszczyn
On December 9, 1531, the unre-

markable life of a peasant named 
Juan Diego was miraculously in-
terrupted by a vision of the Virgin 
Mary. The stubbornness of the 
Archbishop of Mexico City, Fray 
Juan de Zumarraga, would require 
Mary to visit four more times over 
the next few days before he would 
believe. When a miracle occurred 
on December 12 leaving Mary’s 
image on Juan Diego’s cloak, work 
started on the Basilica of our Lady 
of Guadalupe in Mexico City, which 
remains standing to this day.

On December 11 of this year, 485 
years after Juan Diego’s vision, 
dancer’s attired in Native Ameri-
can garb danced traditional Apache 
dances in honor of our Lady of Gua-
dalupe outside of St. Luke’s Catholic 
Church.

Event organizer, Alexander 
Ramirez, spoke about the evening 
through interpreter Tere Vela.

“The dances are to thank the Vir-
gin Mary for everything she’s done 
throughout the year,” Ramirez said. 
“This is part of the Hispanic heri-
tage. This is what we do in Mexico, 
and we bring it over here. These 

Firefighters cook breakfast for a good cause

Native American dances
honor our Lady of Guadalupe

for 38 years,” Firefighter EMT Jeff 
Carter, the event coordinator, said. 
“The actual pancake breakfast at 
Plymouth Park has only been going 
for eight years. This is a recent ad-
dendum to a long tradition.

“The breakfast is a chance for the 
police and the fire department to get 
together and kind of get our hands 
into the community the way we like 
to, which is through service and 
outreach. It gives us a chance to do 

what we really enjoy doing, which is 
serve the community. 

“It’s a great event which benefits 
the children and families of Irving 
who may not have a Christmas oth-
erwise. Every year we take toy and 
monetary donations toward helping 
those families have a Christmas that 
they wouldn’t normally have. Blue 
Christmas is a great organization, 
and I’m very happy to be a part of 
it,” he said.

When she was young, Cynthia 
Sharp benefited from a program 
similar to Blue Christmas.

“We have been coming to the 
pancake breakfast since my grand-
son was a year old. He is now six,” 
Sharp said. “It is a family event. My 
grandson loves the raffle. My three-
year-old granddaughter loves the 
pancakes. We come out to support 
the city and to support the police 
and fire department.

“When I was five, I was one of 
the kids that the firemen came and 
took to a party. I had four brothers 
and sisters, and it was the first time 
I got to ride in a police car and a fire 
truck. I have trusted them my whole 
life, so when I can support them, I 
will get back,” she said.

Daniel Baxter, a Citizens Fire 
Academy alumina, has participated 
in the breakfast since it first began.

I enjoy being out here with ev-
erybody and seeing all the different 
people who come,” Baxter said. “I 
have grown up here in Irving, so it’s 
nice to see who enjoys it. It’s a great 
time of year to do this.”

Those who were watching might 
have noticed Baxter talking to San-
ta: man to man.

“I wished Santa well, and asked 
him to bring joy to everybody who 
needs it,” Baxter said. “If anyone 

needs any little help, to make sure 
that they are getting it too.

“It’s a great event that helps out 
a lot of people in many different 
ways. I would hate to see anyone go 

are our roots. This is the 12th year 
we have done this at St. Luke’s, but 
these dances have been happening 
since the Virgin appeared.”

Standing in the crowd of those 
watching the dances were David and 
Dee Gutierrez.

“It’s a celebration that I think a 
lot of the Latino community cel-
ebrates,” David said. “The Indian 
population loves to dance, and they 
like to celebrate with their dances. 

“I learned about the Virgin of 
Guadalupe through my parents and 
grandparents, and also through his-
tory as well. There are documenta-
ries that have been done about her. 
The Basilica is basically in the cen-
tral part of Mexico City.

“Many people in the Latino com-
munity, including myself, make 
promises to the Virgin,” Dee said. 
“As an example, my son died nine 
times as a baby. The doctor pro-
nounced him dead nine times. 

“I kept praying. My faith was so 
strong, I promised [the Virgin of 
Guadalupe] I would go on my knees 
and thank her if he lived. My son 
lived, and I was told he would be 
mentally retarded. He has 139 IQ. 
He walks, he talks, he is a big boy 

now. He’s gone to college. He has 
his own business now.

“Even when the priest came to 
baptize him, because they thought 
he wasn’t going to make it; I said, 
‘Yes he is, because the Virgin of 
Guadalupe spoke to me. I have faith 
in her. He will live, and he will be 
fine.’ I honestly believed it.

“When my son turned 17, I had 
enough money and courage to go 
to Mexico City. There’s a point from 
which you can crawl to the Basilica. 
I crawled on my knees. My knees 
were bleeding. We do it because we 
honor her. She saved my son, and I 
will honor her,” she said.

without anything this Christmas. It 
would be a sad thing of someone did. 
I hope everyone will have a Merry 
Christmas and all that.”

Dressed in traditional Native American garb, dancers honor our Lady of Guadalupe outside of St. Luke’s Catholic Church. / Photo by John 
Starkey

By Santa’s beard, these girls appear to have been very good this year. / Photo by John Starkey

Shopping as a competitive sport, several gentlemen find Christmas shopping more 
appealing when there are winners and losers in the silent auction. / Photo by John Starkey


