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By Ariel Graham
For nearly 20 years, Eddie 

and Brian’s Way has been 
providing toys and stuffed 
animals for children in the 
emergency room at Baylor 
Scott & White Hospital in Ir-
ving.

The idea began in 1998, 
when Linda Sloss lost her 
son, Brian, in a car accident. 
Brian’s birthday fell on De-
cember 22, three days be-
fore Christmas. Linda and 
her husband were trying to 

By Joe Snell
Ezequiel Lopez stood over a 

boiling pot of arroz con leche 
as his roommates, Omar Fer-
retiz and Alejandro Perez, 
watched nervously nearby. 
The boys were cooking one 
of the first meals inside their 
new apartment after moving 
from their La Buena Vida 
home a week earlier. 

Ezequiel, a junior at 
MacArthur High School, is 
one of seven boys in the La 
Buena Vida Youth Leader-
ship Foundation, an orga-
nization founded in 2010 to 
help disadvantaged youth in 
North Texas. In November 
2015 through a grant by the 
HUD Home Program, the 
boys were placed into an Ir-
ving home; however, the pro-

Texas Education Agency 
(TEA) Commissioner Mike 
Morath released a “work-in-
progress” report to the Texas 
Legislature on Dec. 30, show-

State releases work-in-
progress ratings for schools

ing the A–F rating that each 
district and campus would 
have received for Domains 
I – IV in the 2015-16 school 
year if an A–F rating system 
had been in place. 

Under the state’s current 
accountability system, Irving 
ISD’s rating is Met Standard, 
the state’s highest ranking. 
All 33 schools in Irving ISD 
that are rated also achieved 
the state’s highest rating of 
Met Standard. Those rank-
ings were released in August 
2016. TEA’s next official ac-
countability ratings will fol-
low the current accountabil-
ity system rules, and will be 
released in August 2017, re-
flecting performance for the 
2016-17 school year. 

Irving ISD, like all public 
school districts in Texas, has 
received the Commissioner’s 
“what if” ratings report. As 
Commissioner Morath has 
made clear, the system is still 
a work in progress as the cal-
culations used to determine 
the letter ratings are not fixed 
and will likely continue to 
change up until the official 
A-F ratings are released in 
August 2018, reflecting per-
formance for the 2017-18 
school year. 

Because the TEA uses com-
plex and varying method-
ologies to develop the point 

values needed to earn certain 
ratings, Irving ISD’s Super-
intendent explains the work-
in-progress ratings can’t be 
viewed like traditional letter 
grades that many parents 
are familiar with seeing. For 
example, most parents, stu-
dents and teachers would be-
lieve point values (or scores) 
ranging from 90 to 100 would 
equal an A, and point values 
ranging from 80 to 89 would 
equal a B. What the work-in-
progress report shows is that 
within one domain a point 
value of 60 would result in 
an A rating, while in other 
domains, a point value of 35, 
9.6, or a 73 would result in an 
A. 

“I can see how this varia-
tion in point values could be 
hard to understand,” Super-
intendent of Schools Jose L. 
Parra, Ed.D. said. “We have 
no fear of accountability, be-
cause we are always looking 
to improve as a district and 
we are focused on doing ev-
erything possible to maxi-
mize each student’s potential. 
But I believe we need both ac-
countability and an account-
ability system that is fair and 
logical in its methodologies. 
We need a system that accu-
rately reflects student learn-

The Irving Police Department 
is investigating a child abuse 
case that occurred on Wednes-
day, Jan. 4, 2017. 
Officers responded to an 
unconscious person call at 
a home in the 1900 block 
of Rosebud Drive and there 
found an unresponsive 1-year-
old girl. Irving Fire Depart-
ment paramedics transported 
her to Children’s Medical Cen-
ter whereupon she was found 
to have a severe brain injury 
and signs of other internal 
injuries. Also home at the time 
was Allante Edwards (moth-
er’s boyfriend), a 3-year-old 
girl and a 6-month-old boy. 
Detectives interviewed Ed-
wards about the events sur-
rounding the child’s injuries. 
His account of how the injuries 
occurred, along with details 
learned to that point in the 
investigation, gave detectives 
reason to obtain an arrest war-
rant for the offense of Injury 
to a Child. Upon evaluation 
of the other two children, 
the 6-month-old boy, who is 

believed to be Edwards’ son, 
was also found to have injuries 
consistent with having been 
assaulted. On Monday, Jan. 
9, detectives were notified that 
the 1-year-old girl had passed 
away after being removed 
from life support. 
Allante Marquis Edwards, 19 
years of age, was originally 
being held in the Irving Jail 
on two charges of Injury to 
a Child (1st & 3rd Degree 
Felonies). His bonds were 
set at $100,000 and $25,000 
respectively.
On Jan. 11, Edwards, the sus-
pect, admitted to throwing the 
1-year-old girl across a room 
prior to the call for medical 
help. Accordingly, his charge 
of injury to a child against 
the deceased victim has been 
dropped and a charge of Cap-
ital Murder has been added. 
He is still in the Irving Jail and 
will be arraigned on the new 
charge, most likely on Jan. 
12, and a new bond will be set.
 SOURCE Irving Police Department

Police investigate 
child abuse/death

La Buena Vida boys move from house to apartments
gram was required to move 
out of the house after only a 
year because the HUD quali-
fications limited a number of 
the program’s options. This 
past December, the program 
moved into apartments in Ir-
ving. 

“(The La Buena Vida pro-
gram) went to get funding for 
a house through government 
channels and ended up with 
the HUD Home Program, 
which was not, as we find 
out now, the right match for 
the mission.” La Buena Vida 
Chairman David Pfaff said.

LIMITATIONS OF 
HUD HOME PROGRAM 

In January of 2015, La Bue-
na Vida broke ground on the 
home, and the group hosted 
their official ribbon cutting 

ceremony in November. Is-
sues started to arise when 
Pfaff began combing their 20 
year contract and noted that 
in six months the program 
would be required to fill the 
home with ten boys.

“The main thing with the 
grant was it was required 
that we have ten kids in the 
house at all times, which 
would qualify as 90 percent 
occupancy of the house,” said 
Joy Goodrum, Executive Di-
rector of the program. “If we 
only have eight kids who need 
help, that’s all we can do.”

Another qualification re-
quired getting a signature 
from the student’s parents 
regarding how the parents’ 
filed their taxes. In physical-
ly abusive and abandonment 
situations, these signatures 
were not practical for home-
less students to obtain. 

“The HUD qualifications 
also included having to get 
proof of complete financial 
independence from their par-
ents,” Goodrum said. “Some 
of the [parents] are claiming 
the kids on their taxes. If the 
[parents] are claiming kids 
on the taxes who aren’t taking 
care of them, it doesn’t mat-
ter. HUD funding would still 

say the [kids] don’t qualify.”
La Buena Vida also set a 

series of rules for the boys to 
follow in order to live in the 
house, including no drinking 
and drugs as well as working 
part time. The organization 
needs the ability to drop stu-
dents from the program who 
choose to continually violate 
those rules; an ability was 
not afforded under the HUD 

home program.  
“You’ve got to follow rules,” 

Pfaff said. “If you don’t follow 
the rules, you can’t be in the 
program. [If kids drink] alco-
hol, miss curfews, or don’t go 
to school, we have to have the 
ability also to [remove them 
from the] program. HUD 
home makes you sign leas-
es and contracts, so kicking 
someone out of a HUD pro-

gram is not easy. There’s a 
lot of regulations that didn’t 
match what we’re trying to 
do.”

Pfaff, along with the La 
Buena Vida board, the City 
of Irving, and the HUD pro-
gram, brainstormed about 
the program’s options and 
settled on moving the boys 

Eddie and Brian’s Way brings 
holiday cheer to ER patients

find a way to make it through 
that difficult first year, and 
decided that they would col-
lect some toys and teddy 
bears for the Irving Hospital, 
known today as Baylor Scott 
& White.

“We took a small box, may-
be eight to ten stuffed ani-
mals, to the ER and left it with 
them,” Linda said. “We also 
went down to the courthouse 
and set [Brian’s Way] up as a 

legal charity, so anyone who 
donated money could take it 
off their income tax.”

Later, in 2001 Linda’s hus-
band Eddie also passed away, 
and the charity was renamed 
‘Eddie & Brian’s Way.’ But 
the charity still continued its 
mission to deliver toys to chil-
dren in the emergency room 
at Christmas. 

Linda chose Baylor Scott 
& White because she and 

her family grew up in Irving, 
and Brian and Eddie both re-
ceived treatment there. She 
reached out to other hospitals 
in the DFW area as well, but 
in the end, decided to support 
her local hospital.

“We thought, what better 
place than our local hospital 
that had treated us through 
the years and taken care of 
our family?” Linda said. She 

Celebrating change, MMC employees help boys enrolled in the La Buena Vida Youth Leadership Foundation 
program acclimate to their new homes. / Photo by Joe Snell
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
• Tributes to Dr. King
• Sounds of the 1960s Music 
• All Funk Radio Show Band  
• Dallas Black Dance Theatre: Encore!

Free admission. No reservations required. 
For more information, visit IrvingEvents.org

or call (972) 721-2501.

Radio show created for information and entertainment purposes only.

Irving Arts Center
Carpenter Performance Hall 

3333 N. MacArthur Blvd. 

city of irving
Martin Luther  

King Jr. Observance
Sunday, jan. 15 

6 p.m.

Featuring
Celebrity 

Host
Chris Arnold

Elementary in Memphis, Tenn., 
and Kennesaw Elementary in Ken-
nesaw, Ga. Each school will receive 
a monetary award of $1,000.

Paulsboro High School of 
Paulsboro, New Jersey, won the 
grand prize of $5,000 for their 
project, which turned 274 repur-
posed milk cartons into a creative 
Serpent creature inspired by a 
“SLURPIT” water-cleaning bio-
filter used to absorb and digest 
oil and pesticides in waterways.  
Overall, 14 schools were recognized 
as winners with Brandenburg be-
ing the only Texas school to win. 
With the win, students hope to 
soon invite representatives from 
Bell Helicopter, Lockheed Martin 
and Boeing to view their planes 
and will attend Fort Worth’s C.R. 
Smith Museum this spring to par-
ticipate in STEM workshops and 
see an actual Douglas DC–1 aircraft 
like the one they made by hand.  
Additional schools recognized 
across various categories for their 
innovative and creative carton de-
signs include:

People’s Choice Winner:
Hiawatha Elementary School, 

Hiawatha, Kansas; “The Tractor: an 
Invention That Impacts Our Com-
munity”

Elementary – more than 300 car-
tons

Idlewild Elementary, Memphis, 
Tennessee; “The Memphis Sound: 
STAX”

Bradenburg Elementary School, 
Irving, Texas; “Aviation Evolution 
1905 – 1994”

Kennesaw Elementary School, 
Kennesaw, Georgia; “Kennesaw El-
ementary’s Little General”

Elementary – under 300 cartons
Western Hills Elementary, Little 

Rock, Arkansas; “Molly The Milk 
Moo-Chine”

Marietta Center for Advanced Ac-
ademics, Marietta, Georgia; “Mar-
ietta Hover School for Advanced 
Academics”

Farmington Central Elementary 
School, Farmington, Illinois; “Titan-
ic II”

Middle/High School – more than 
300 cartons

What do you get when you mix 
cardboard, popsicle sticks, water bot-
tles, straws and 1,244 milk cartons? 
Ask the fifth grade, gifted and tal-
ented students of Brandenburg Ele-
mentary School, and they would say: 
eight hand-crafted model airplanes. 
After working hard all fall, their 
aviation project recently caught 
the eye of Evergreen Packaging®, 
a global leader in beverage pa-
perboard carton manufacturing. 
Students entered the company’s 
seventh annual Made by Milk Con-
struction Contest and were named 
among its 2016 winners on Jan. 4. 
The group of 38 fifth-graders com-
prised one of 171 student teams to 
submit projects made mostly of re-
purposed milk and juice cartons for 
a chance to win up to $5,000. Their 
team, Up, Up and Away, construct-
ed eight model aircrafts resembling 
planes made between the years 1905 
to 1994 using 1,244 cartons collect-
ed by the entire school. 

The contest theme for fall 2016 
was “Inventions” – with entries 
ranging from a robotic surgeon to 
an entire platoon of planes; all made 
from repurposed milk cartons.

“The Inventions theme inspired 
schools across the country to sub-
mit some truly impressive entries; 
the carton creations that these 
students dreamed up really high-
lighted how creativity, teamwork, 
and a lot of effort can come to-
gether in one inspiring project,” 
Katie Simmons, marketing man-
ager for Evergreen Packaging said.  
The idea for their creation came 
while studying force and mo-
tion in science class and delving 
into Newton’s laws of physics. 

With the contest theme being in-
ventions, students researched 
and brought their curriculum to 
life in a creative blend of STEM, 
innovation, flight and design.  
“Our students knew this was a na-
tional competition and only hard 
work and inspired ideas would 
pay off,” said Brandenburg teach-
er Grizelle Larriviel. Ms. Larriv-
iel, whose former class also won 
Made by Milk’s People’s Choice 
Award in 2013, and co-teacher 
Irene Sosa are extremely proud 
of their students rallying togeth-
er to accomplish such a challenge. 
Brandenburg’s entry, titled Avia-
tion Evolution 1905-1994, won in 
the elementary school category of 
300+ cartoons, alongside Idlewild 

Brandenburg Elementary wins
national Made by Milk competition

See MILK Page 3
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MOVE
Continued from Page 1

into apartments. The change to 
apartments, Pfaff said, aligns more 
with the mission of the organization 
to help the boys graduate from high 
school.

“With the apartment model, we 
can scale up and down,” Pfaff said. 
“We can look at adding females 
[to the program] now too, because 
they’re not living in the same home 
with a male.”

Channon Thompson, a student 
in the program, initially missed the 
house. 

“I have friends all up and down 
the street,” Thompson said. 

His apartment mate, LaQuon 
Williams, agreed. 

“I got accustomed to the area,” 
Williams said.

Since the move, however, their 
opinions changed. Case manager 
Ben Williams, who was previously 
assigned to the boys while they were 
living in the home and has followed 
them into their new apartments, 
said once the boys saw the apart-
ments they became excited.

“They just took it and said ok,” 
Williams said. “They’re used to 
changes like this. They were more 
excited once they saw the apart-
ments, because to them, it felt more 
like something that is theirs and it’s 
their own.”

Williams shuffled through a 
bunch of unloaded boxes in ear-
ly December hoping to organize 
at least one of the two apartments 
during moving day. 

“Yesterday was the first day I was 
able to touch this spot, because I was 
more of the focal person to get all of 
the kids and all of the guys to the 
[apartments],” Williams said. 

While at the home, Williams 
worked as a case manager and lived 
in the home. His role was to men-
tor the boys and provide structure 
through weekly group sessions and 
processing paperwork to bring in 
new homeless students. Now be-
cause the house is gone, his role has 
changed, and he will have to look 
for a full time job while still working 
part time with the program. 

“They allow me to still have a 
room here and still keep monitoring 
the guys to make sure they get up,” 
Williams said. “We do our group 
session and make sure they main-
tain these apartments in decent or-
der.”

Williams stressed the impor-
tance of a continual presence and 
leadership while the boys progress 
through high school. Many of these 
boys come from unstable environ-
ments, and the adjustment to living 
in a new space with a strict set of 
rules can be daunting. 

“The biggest challenge they face 

Martin Luther King Jr. Observance
January 15, 6:00 p.m.
The City of Irving will celebrate the life and 
triumphs of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. The 
annual observance of the humanitarian 
and civil rights leader’s legacy will feature 
a radio show tribute including the news, 
pop culture, politics, sports and history of 
the 1960s. Hosted by CBS Sports Radio 
Talk Show Host Chris Arnold, the event will 
present a compilation of audio, video and 
live performances from leading vocal and 
performing artists at the Irving Arts Center. 
Admission and parking are free.

Five Women Wearing The Same 
Dress
January 20 – February 4
MainStage Irving-Las Colinas continues its 
2016-17 Razzle Dazzle season with the fe-
male-fueled play, FIVE WOMEN WEARING 
THE SAME DRESS. The production opens 

at the Irving Arts Center’s Dupree Theater 
(3333 N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving, TX 75062). 
All evening performances are at 7:30 p.m., 
with Sunday matinees at 2:30 p.m. Single 
tickets range from $21-28. Ticket discounts 
are available for seniors and students. 
During a lavish wedding reception at a 
Knoxville, Tennessee estate, five reluctant, 
identically clad bridesmaids hide out in an 
upstairs bedroom, determined to avoid 
the festivities below at all costs. Though 
their dresses match, their personalities are 
vastly different. As the afternoon wears on, 
these five unique women joyously discover 
a common bond in this wickedly funny, and 
touching celebration of female friendship. 
From the eclectic comedic mind of Alan Ball 
who authored American Beauty, and HBO’s 
“True Blood” and “Six Feet Under.” Watch 
out flower girls...here come the bridesmaids!
Tickets are on sale now and can be pur-
chased by calling the Irving Arts Center’s 
Box Office at 972.252.2787 or by ordering 
tickets online at www.irvingartscenter.com.

Johnsburg High School, Johns-
burg, Illinois; “Cornu-sono-copia”

John F. Kennedy Jr. High School, 
Elmhurst, New York; “Surgeon 
Moby”

Discovery Magnet School, Bridge-
port, Connecticut; “WWII Jeep”

Middle/High School – under 300 
cartons

Solon Middle School, Solon, Ohio; 
“Hoop It Up For Recycling!”

Lee County Middle School West, 
Leesburg, Georgia; “Tractor”

Mary McLeod Bethune Middle 
School, Los Angeles, California; 
“Bethune Rover”

The Made By Milk contest encour-
ages students to build strong bones 
with milk and flex their creative 
muscles by repurposing milk car-
tons to build creative animal sculp-
tures. Evergreen Packaging puts on 
the annual event, which encourages 
students to drink milk and to learn 
about recycling and embracing envi-
ronmental responsibility. 

SOURCE Irving ISD, Evergreen Packaging

MILK
Continued from Page 2

The Irving Police Department 
conducted DWI (Driving While In-
toxicated) No-Refusal operations 
over the New Year’s Eve holiday 
weekend. 

The operations took place on the 
nights of Friday, Dec. 30 and Sat-
urday, Dec. 31 by means of a grant 
from the Texas Department of 
Transportation. During No-Refusal 
operations, those arrested for DWI 
are offered only a blood test to deter-
mine their blood alcohol concentra-
tion. A search warrant, authorizing 
a blood draw, is sought for anyone 
refusing consent to a blood test. 

FC Dallas defender Ryan Holling-
shead was involved in an accident 
on the evening of Friday, Jan. 6, 
caused by icy road conditions in Ir-
ving. While providing roadside as-
sistance to another vehicle that had 
wrecked, Hollingshead was struck 
directly by a car.

He suffered fractures to three dif-
ferent cervical vertebrae which will 
require him to be in a neck brace for 
six to eight weeks. These are stable 
fractures, meaning they do not risk 
spinal cord damage or loss of func-

Hollingshead recovering 
following car accident

tion. Hollingshead will not require 
surgery. 

“The entire FC Dallas family is 
thinking of Ryan and his wife, Tay-
lor,” FC Dallas president Dan Hunt 
said. “We are praying for a swift re-
covery and are looking forward to 
seeing him back on the pitch for our 
club.” 

Hollingshead was discharged 
from a DFW-area hospital on Sun-
day evening and is recovering at 
home. 

SOURCE FC Dallas

Police announce DWI 
No-Refusal results

A total of 10 DWI arrests were 
made and 36 citations issued by offi-
cers working grant funded positions 
over the holiday weekend. Of those 
10 arrests, 2 were felony offenses 
and 3 required search warrants to 
obtain blood samples. Additionally, 
officers made 3 arrests for offenses 
other than DWI. 

The Irving Police Department 
will continue to participate in these 
grant-funded operations as they 
have shown continued success in Ir-
ving and across the state. 

SOURCE Irving Police Department

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

The University of Dallas an-
nounced that it will induct three 
alumni business leaders into the 
Satish & Yasmin Gupta College of 
Business Hall of Fame. Honorees, 
who will be recognized during a 
reception on Friday, Jan. 27, in SB 
Hall, include Daniel G. Flaherty, 
Robert B. Nelson, Ellen Barker, 
Robert G. “Bob” Lynch and Patrick 
E. Haggerty.

This is the third class to be in-
ducted into the hall of fame, which 
was established to recognize, honor 
and celebrate outstanding business 
leaders who have achieved signifi-
cant success in their chosen fields of 
business and who embody the spirit 

of the Gupta College of Business.
In 1983, Daniel G. Flaherty, BA 

’82 MBA ’83, founded Coppell-based 
Gemmy Industries, a designer and 
marketer of seasonal products most 
known for creating Pete the Repeat 
Parrot and Big Mouth Billy Bass. He 
is also chairman of standing desk 
manufacturer, VARIDESK LLC. Not 
only does he serve as board chair 
for both St. Joseph’s Residence, Inc. 
and St. Adelaide’s Home for the El-
derly LLC, but he previously sat on 
the boards of the University of Dal-
las and Uplift Education.

As a systems engineer for Docu-
tel Corporation, Robert B. Nelson, 
MBA ’76, helped revolutionize the 

way airports handle baggage today 
by spearheading the implementa-
tion of barcode tracking systems. 
While serving as an assistant gen-
eral manager in the mid-1970s, Nel-
son led the search for an acquirer 
that ultimately resulted in Docutel 
being acquired by The Boeing Com-
pany. In 1982, Nelson and a partner 
purchased the subsidiary, renaming 
it BAE Automated Systems. Nelson, 
serving in various senior leadership 
positions including CEO, remained 
with the company through a second 
acquisition by BTR PLC until his re-
tirement in 1994.

A 31-year veteran of Texas In-
struments, Ellen Barker, MBA ’94, 
has served as the global technology 
company’s chief information offi-
cer since 2014. In that role, she is 
responsible for IT strategies and 
operational management of applica-
tions and infrastructure worldwide 
that enable the company’s chang-
ing business needs. An advocate for 
women in the technology industry, 
she serves on the board of High Tech 
High Heels. She is also an active 
supporter of the American Heart 
Association, the American Cancer 
Society and is a leader in her church.

As founding dean of the Univer-
sity of Dallas Graduate School of 
Management – now the Satish & 
Yasmin Gupta College of Business 
– Robert G. “Bob” Lynch played a 
significant role in the university’s 
growth. In 1966, he spearheaded 
the development, implementation 

University of Dallas announces Business Hall of Fame Inductees

is the adjustment of facing stable-
ness,” Williams said. “Going from 
surviving to learning how to live, be-
cause when they come here, they’ve 
already got their walls up.”

A VERY MMC
CORP CHRISTMAS
On the Monday before Christmas 

the boys were welcomed at the new 
apartments by gifts provided by 
MMC Group, a staffing and recruit-
ing company based in Irving. 

“[MMC Group President Camer-
on Mitchell] came out to the apart-
ments on Monday,” Goodrum said. 
“He and about five of his employ-
ees brought all of these truckloads 
of stuff. One of the apartments is 
packed with huge bags of stuff for 
the guys.”

Mitchell first began the conversa-
tion with Goodrum in the summer 
of 2016 to figure out how his com-
pany could help. From there, MMC 
employees were encouraged to con-
tribute monetarily as well as their 
time buying toys that were on the 
boys’ Christmas wish lists.

“We came and looked at the orig-
inal house,” Mitchell said. “Myself 
and our office manager, we drove 
over and met with Joy. I wanted to 
look at the house and really under-
stand their needs, understand them 
a little bit more. We took pictures of 
their wish lists and so we all huddled 
up, we divided in teams at our office. 
We just made sure they got every-
thing and then some.”

Two days before Christmas, the 
boys got an opportunity to open 
their gifts, some of which were mini 
fridges for each of their bedrooms, 
tennis rackets, tablets, and clothes.

“MMC are being just angels, true 
angels to come and provide these 
boys Christmas, because the boys 
don’t have families to be bringing 
them presents and giving them 
things,” Goodrum said. “They’re 
each other’s family right now.”

and execution of graduate business 
education programs at UD, creat-
ing one of the area’s first part-time 
MBA programs designed for work-
ing professionals. As dean, Lynch 
helped create a curriculum based on 
“real world” business experience, an 
approach the college continues to 
use today. In addition, he served as 
UD’s vice president of administra-
tion from 1979-81 and taught as an 
associate professor and professor of 
management from 1981-2001.

Former Texas Instruments (TI) 
president, Patrick E. “Pat” Hag-
gerty, was an influential University 
of Dallas trustee who served on the 
board from 1962-80. As a result of 
his engineering background and 
time in the U.S. Navy during World 
War II, Haggerty began working for 
Geophysical Service Inc. which later 
became Texas Instruments in 1951. 

Just seven years later he was named 
president, bringing to the new posi-
tion his belief that electronics and 
technology can benefit all parts of 
society. Under his leadership, TI de-
veloped technology that influenced 
laser guidance, infrared, airborne 
radar and hand-held calculators, as 
well as single chip microprocessors 
and many others.

As a UD trustee, Haggerty played 
an instrumental role in creating 
what was then named the Grad-
uate School of Management and 
helped develop one of the college’s 
most well-known programs, The 
Capstone Experience. To this day, 
Capstone is still the final project that 
all MBA students must complete in 
order to graduate.

SOURCE Satish & Yasmin Gupta College of 
Business

MacArthur senior and tuba 
player Erik Hernandez-Trujil-
lo achieved the highest honor a 
Texas music student can receive. 
After excelling in Area auditions 
on Jan. 7, Erik placed in the 2017 
Texas All-State Band. 

He is among 1,700 students 
from across the state selected to 
participate in one of 15 All-State 
ensembles in the areas of band, 
orchestra and choir. As a member 
of the All-State Band, Erik will 
travel to San Antonio this Feb-
ruary for three days of rehearsals 
and a performance directed by 
nationally-recognized conductors 

Musician earns top honor

during the annual Texas Music Edu-
cators Association Clinic/Convention.

SOURCE Irving ISD
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2016: A year to remember - part 2
A small collage of photos reminds us of the good times that filled 2016 from April 
to June of last year. Despite all the disappointments and upheavals of last year, so 
many good things came to us all it truly was ‘a year to remember.’

ing and growth.”  
Irving ISD’s Board of Trustees may consider adopting a resolution that 

addresses its position on the new accountability system, which Morath has 
acknowledged will undergo more changes prior to official use in August 2018. 

The work-in-progress ratings released by the TEA include letter ratings 
in four domains: Student Achievement, Student Progress, Closing the Gaps, 
and Postsecondary Readiness. Ratings for the fifth domain, Community and 
Student Engagement, as well as overall letter ratings, are expected to be an-
nounced in August 2018. 

The Commissioner’s work-in-progress report shows Irving ISD would have 
received the following domain letter ratings, if the A-F rating system had been 
used:

Domain I: Student Achievement – C
Domain II: Student Progress – C
Domain III: Closing Performance Gaps – B
Domain IV: Postsecondary Readiness – D 

The same work-in-progress domain ratings for individual schools, if the 
A-F rating system had been used, are as follows:

School     Domain 
    I II III IV

Cardwell Career Preparatory  A B A B
Irving High School  C D B D
MacArthur High School  C C B D
Nimitz High School  C D C D
Singley Academy   C D C B

Austin Middle School  D C C C
Bowie Middle School   D C C C
Crockett Middle School   D C C C
de Zavala Middle School  C C B C
Houston Middle School   C C B C
Johnson Middle School  D C C D
Lamar Middle School  D F D C
Travis Middle School  D D D D

Barton Elementary School  D F D B
Brandenburg Elementary School C B C C
Britain Elementary School  D D C C
Brown Elementary School  C C B C
Davis Elementary School  C C B C
Elliott Elementary School  C C B B
Farine Elementary School  C D D C
Gilbert Elementary School  C C B D
Good Elementary School  C F C B
John Haley Elementary School C B A C
Thomas Haley Elementary School C B C C
Hanes Elementary School  D D D D
Johnston Elementary School C C B C
Keyes Elementary School  D F C C
Lee Elementary School  C C B C
Lively Elementary School  C C C D
Schulze Elementary School  C C C C
Stipes Elementary School  C C B B
Townley Elementary School C F C C
Townsell Elementary School  C C C C

SOURCE Irving ISD

RATINGS
Continued from Page 1
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To place your loved one's obituary in the Rambler,
please contact 

Laurie at  972-870-1992 or Laurier@ramblernewspapers.net

ONLINE !

You can now 
advertise with us

CALL
972-870-1992

(972) 870-1992 
laurier@ramblernewspapers.netOBITUARIES

DEATH NOTICES

MOVIE REVIEWS

some commands. So if you room in your heart, and 
chicken-free home for a sweet, loving senior boy, come 
on over and visit.

Scotty
Hi there! My name is Scotty. I'm about 7-8 years old, and was 

brought in because apparently I'm not good with chickens. Surely you 
will agree that was an unfair test. I'm sure there are lots of dogs that 
would fail that home test. I'm a big boy that definitely has the sweet 
personality of a lab. I'm good with children and other dogs. I also know 

Jerry
Hey man! This is Jerry here. I'm 2 years 

old, and I'm pretty easy on the eyes. I've 
got some awesome gray and white fur. I'm 
laid back, easy going, chill, name any other 
adjective to describe relaxed. I'm all about 
the head scratches, and sometimes I like 
to hang out in your lap and just enjoy the 
lush life. You really need to come meet me 
to get the full effect. You'll like what you see. 
I guarantee it.

Rambler Newspapers is currently seeking outgoing individuals who enjoy working 
closely with community business leaders.

Requirements: Personal Transportation & Valid Driver’s License and Insurance
Preferred Skills Include: prior Sales Experience (not retail) & Basic Computer 

Skills and willingness to establish and maintain profitable relationships with customers. 
For more information call 972-870-1992.

Outside Sales Representatives Wanted
EMPLOYMENT

LEGALS

CLASSIFIEDS
LEGALS

RENTALS

EVENT HALL RENTALS
IRVING ELKS LODGE #2334

2015 N. BRITAIN RD., IRVING, TX 75061
PLEASE CALL (972) 579-0005
FOR MORE INFORMATION.

SEATING FOR UP TO 230 PEOPLE, FULL SERVICE BAR.

Looking for Nichole Momack
W/F age 32, born Jan.’84. Graduated HS 
class of 2002, Brownsboro High School, 
Brownsboro, TX. Last known address 
was in Irving, TX  Contact 469-547-1262

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS – PROPOSED ZONING CHANGES 
CITY OF IRVING CITY COUNCIL

Public hearings are held to consider applications for amendments to the Comprehensive Zoning 
Ordinance and the Official Zoning Map of the City of Irving, Texas for the properties described 
herein:

LOCATION, DATES & TIMES OF PUBLIC HEARINGS:
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas
Planning & Zoning Commission: Monday, January 16, 2017, 7 p.m.
City Council: Thursday, February 16, 2017, 7 p.m.

ZONING CASE ZC16-0089:  Approximately 21.20 acres at 1901 N. MacArthur Blvd. The request 
is to rezone the property from C-O (Commercial Office) and S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for 
C-O (Commercial Office) to S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for C-O (Commercial Office) uses 
to allow renovation and development of a new central utility plant in the southwest corner of 
the property and a 7-story tower expansion of the main hospital building with exceptions to the 
Commercial Design Standards. 

ZONING CASE ZC16-0097:  Approximately 0.366 acres located at 1923 Senter Road. The request 
is to rezone the property from S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) for Gasoline Service Station uses to R-6 
(Single Family) to allow new single family residential development. 

All interested persons are encouraged to attend the public hearings and express their opinions on 
the zoning change request.  Written response for the record may also be submitted to: 

City of Irving – Planning & Community Development Dept., 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, 
TX 75060

The applications are on file for public review in the Planning & Community Development Dept. at 
the address listed above during normal business hours. For additional information, please contact 
the Department at 972-721-2424. Please reference the case number when requesting information.

This facility is wheelchair accessible. Accessible parking spaces are available. Requests for 
interpretation services or assistive hearing devices must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting. 
Contact the City Secretary’s Office at (972) 721-2493 for assistance.

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

 James “Jimmy” Minor - Sep. 13, 1925 - Jan. 7, 2017
 Benny “Jody” Allen - Nov. 25, 1958 - Jan. 4, 2017

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

 Reba Alsip - Dec. 16, 1922 - Jan. 5, 2017
 Delores Fiore - Sep. 16, 1935 - Jan. 7, 2017
 Dorothy Atkinson - May 15, 1931 - Jan. 8, 2017

By Matt Mungle
Synopsis: A story set in the Pro-

hibition Era and centers around a 
group of individuals and their deal-
ings in the world of organized crime.

Review: A clear sign that Live By 
Night is a solid film is that it held up 
to multiple viewings. 

Great looking film brings gangsters blazing to the screen
I am not even a fan of the tradi-

tional gangster-mafia flicks. All that 
wise guy business and funny suits 
never appealed to me. I can appre-
ciate the art of the filmmaking but 
could not care less for the story and 
characters. This one, however, was 
different. Although it is cut from 
gangster cloth, it never felt cliché 
or reworked. I enjoyed the style and 
valued its ability to engage with this 
genre snob.  

Joe Coughlin (Ben Affleck) is a 
thug no doubt. He may not like as-
sociating with known gangsters, but 
he sure acts like one. He prefers to 
fly solo and makes a pretty good 
name for himself. But a chain of 
events that includes fooling around 

with an organized crime leader Al-
bert White’s (Robert Glenister) girl-
friend (Sienna Miller) lands him in 
a serious predicament; associating 
with gangsters.

The bulk of the film is set in south 
Florida during the age of prohibition 
and rum running. The cinematogra-
phy captures the time and culture 
perfectly. You can feel the humidity 
and the itch of the zoot suit against 
your skin. Though Joe and his col-
leagues are criminals, they blend 
in to the community as “respected” 
business men. The local police chief 
Figgis (Chris Cooper) is willing to 
look the other way on many of their 
antics as long as they follow a few 
parameters. Figgis has a great line 
in the film in which he says some-
thing like, ‘Just because I associate 
with corruptible men, do not think 
for a moment I can be corrupted,’ 
or something close to that. I like the 
character of Figgis, and he adds a 
strong element to the story.

We have seen Affleck in all sorts 
of roles. They have been memorable 
but not always for the right reasons. 
Will he be praised as a gangster? Not 
by everyone. I personally enjoyed 
what he brought to the character. 
But again I am not the key demo. I 
sort of like my gangsters to be sub-
tle, quiet, and a bit low key. This is a 
man trying to find himself and make 
a life. In fact, I am not sure he likes 
being the heavy. But it is the life that 
has found him.

The story is very strong. Based on 
the bestselling book by Dennis Le-
hane and adapted for the screen by 
Affleck, this one brings many layers 
and not just a run and gun flick. The 

film is a tad over two hours long and 
fills each moment with action and 
character development; all ending 
in a head to head skirmish that ri-
vals any gangster film before it. The 
downside to adapting from a book 
like this is trying to fit too much in. 
There are characters that pop up 
that you know were meaty and de-
licious in the book, but in the film 
are presented as a side item. You 
can easily fill in the blanks but part 
of you knows that there is so much 
more you don’t know.

It is rated R for strong violence, 
language throughout, and some sex-
uality/nudity. This is a bloody, vio-
lent film regardless of how low key 
Joe likes to live. If I had to place Live 
By Night in any award categories 
it would certainly be costume de-
sign, cinematography, and editing. 
That should let you know that even 
though it looks and moves nicely, it 
isn’t a perfect film. There is nothing 
necessarily wrong with any of it but 
nothing monumental either. 

I give it 3 out of 5 Panama hats.
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their infor-
mation on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving 
Rambler will have accurate information. Listings are 
limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location 
and time. If an organization wishes to have more in-
formation than the free listing offers, we will continue 
to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Buttons & Bows Square 

& Round Dance Club 
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
DFW Scroller Saw Club

Last Saturday of each month
9:30 AM to 11:30 AM

Georgia Farrow Rec Center 530 Davis St.
www.dfwscrollers.net / 214-995-9270

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thursday of the month 

7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain

www.irvingarc.org
Irving AMBUCS

Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.
at Spring Creek BBQ

 Irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Second Tuesday each month @ 7:30 P.M.

132 E. Second St. Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm 
IHOP on Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Chateau on Wildbriar Lake

1515 Hard Rock Road
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS

* It was American linguist, philosopher, 
historian and social critic Noam Chomsky 
who made the following sage observation: 
“Students who acquire large debts putting 
themselves through school are unlikely to 
think about changing society. When you 
trap people in a system of debt, they can’t 
afford the time to think.” 

* If you were to choose a perfectly average 
snowflake and count up the number of 
water molecules that make it up, you’d find 
180 billion of them.

* Some researchers estimate that, if left to 
their own devices, a single breeding pair of 
cats could produce a whopping 354,294 
offspring within five years. 

* It’s been reported that saloons once offered free lunches -- 
and made sure those lunches were heavily salted in order to 
encourage patrons to buy more beverages. 

* The word “dandelion” comes from the French phrase “dent de 
lion” -- supposedly so named because the jagged edges of the 
plant’s leaf resemble a lion’s teeth. 

* You’ve probably never heard of Roman emperor Elagabalus; 
he served for only four years -- from 218 to 222. Among 
his contemporaries he was known for his decadence and 
eccentricity. For example, he was notorious for hosting 
elaborate banquets, then putting the ancient Roman equivalent 
of whoopee cushions on guests’ seats.

* Those who study such things say that a woman’s sense of 
smell is enhanced just before and during ovulation.

* If you had a billion dollars, you could spend $1,000 every day 
for nearly 3,000 years before you ran out of cash.

1. GEOGRAPHY: What is a biblical name 
for Lake Tiberias, located in Israel?
2. INVENTIONS: In what century was the 
first commercially sucessful steam engine 
invented?
3. ART: Which 17th-century Flemish 
artist was known for painting full-figured, 

voluptuous women?
4. GOVERNMENT: What famous South Pacific island is under the 
control of France?
5. MEASUREMENTS: How long is the Chunnel, the underground 
tunnel between England and France?
6. MOVIES: What 1990s Coen brothers movie featured the tagline, “A 
lot can happen in the middle of nowhere”?
7. ASTRONOMY: Which planet in our solar system has a moon named 
Phobos?
8. SCIENCE: What is the name for the condition in which the air 
temperature reaches 100 percent relative humidity and condensation 
occurs?
9. SUPERHEROES: Which superhero is more commonly known as 

Linda Lee Danvers?
Answers
1. Sea of Galilee
2. 18th
3. Paul Rubens
4. Tahiti
5. 31 miles
6. “Fargo”
7. Mars
8. Dew point
9. Supergirl
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972-870-1992

UNITY CHURCH
Unity of Irving

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class

11:00 AM Service
& Children’s Church

Reverend Frank Pounders
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-5083

unitychurchofirving.com

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third,  75060

972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Chapel
Second and fourth Sundays

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

First Church of Christ, Scientist
2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 75061

972-253-7202
www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-0476

access code 884879
For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.
972-790-8606 

www.BeltLineChurch.com

WORSHIP

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W. Airport Freeway Irving Tx
972-255-4185

www.ppumc.org

UNITED METHODIST

Worth region, salaries are slightly 
higher, about $44,600 per year. 

In addition, the BLS data show 
that jobs for camera operators and 
video editors will grow by more than 
11 percent in the next decade, a fast-
er rate than average; the median pay 
in those careers is almost $27 per 
hour. In North Texas, those jobs pay 
almost $60,000 per year.

When Trent started as an en-
try-level, freelance editor, he made 
$25 per hour. But he said with one 
year’s worth of experience and his 
faster speed as an editor, he will 
start charging $30 an hour in 2017. 

“A lot of these edit jobs are long 
documentaries that run 23 or 46 
minutes, and that happens over 
three 45-hour work weeks, so I 
bring in a fair amount of money,” 
Trent said.

Creativity in demand
Kayla Milliron, a 28-year-old 

Navy veteran, is earning an associ-
ate degree in video technology and 
hopes to get a bachelor’s degree af-
ter that. She enjoys working with 
cameras behind the scenes, particu-
larly because her family owns an in-
dependent film company in Dallas.

“It wasn’t until I was out of the 
Navy that I realized how much I 
enjoyed doing that kind of work. 
There’s an instant-gratification ele-
ment of putting something on cam-
era and seeing it work,” Milliron 
said. “I like the photography aspect 
of how you set up cameras, how you 
frame a shot, what’s in the shot, the 
lighting – all of it!”

Cici Reyna considers herself a cre-
ative person, and her previous ca-
reer choice was not what she wanted 
to do with her life. 

“Originally I was going to be a 
registered nurse. I thought about it, 
and I asked myself whether I real-
ly wanted to do that – if it was my 
passion,” Reyna said. “I decided, 
‘No, I want to do something creative 
where I can put my mind to work.’ 
Nursing is a great job, but I don’t 
think I would be happy doing that, 
even though I like helping people.”

Reyna expects to graduate in 2018 
and then move to Austin to work in 
that city’s film industry. 

“I love producing and directing,” 
she said. “I come from a family that 
is very artistic, and I tend to be more 
on the control side. I like to come 
up with ideas and have them come 
to life by directing people on how to 
portray themselves. That’s more my 

Lights, camera, action: North Lake College video technology 
students look forward to careers in television and film
By Cesar Canizales.

The newscast’s director told one 
of the camera operators to zoom 
in on the anchor, then counted 
down as the show’s opening music 
started to play. The “jib” (or boom 
camera) descended on the set and 
slowly moved toward the anchor’s 
desk. Nervously, the director said, 
“Ready, camera 1; take 1,” into his 
microphone. However, on this oc-
casion, one of the cameras was not 
framed correctly, and the control 
room crew and camera operators 
had to start again. 

It was only the second day that 
North Lake College video technol-
ogy students had produced a news-
cast, and most of them were still 
learning how to use the equipment 
and make all the adjustments that 
go into producing a news program. 
As a result, they had to repeat the 
process several times before they 
completed a full show.

The students train in a realis-
tic studio environment where they 
learn how to use professional-grade 
cameras, digital video equipment, 
audio boards and switchers, accord-
ing to Tim Dougherty, a video tech-
nology professor at the school. 

Beyond the basics
The program teaches the “nuts 

and bolts” of video technology, but 
it also trains students for a variety of 
situations in the real world. 

“We are preparing students for a 
career in video production,” Dough-
erty said. “That includes all types of 
production jobs, such as script writ-
ing, camera, audio, lighting, graph-
ics and technical directing.”

Davis Trent, who graduated from 
North Lake in 2015 and now works 
as a freelance video editor and cam-

eraman, said the education he re-
ceived is valuable. He added that the 
school also teaches students how to 
present themselves in the industry.

“You can spend a year getting to 
know an audio mixer inside and out, 
but as soon as you move to anoth-
er job, you’ll have to learn to use a 
different mixer from the ground 
up,” Trent said. “What the program 
really prepares you for is being re-
sourceful and being able to handle 
situations like that.”

Dougherty said that while some 
students leave school before gradu-
ation to go to work in the TV indus-
try, he encourages them to finish 
their degrees. 

“We have students who launched 
their own production companies, 
including one who has a produc-
tion house doing reality TV for the 
DIY and HGTV networks. Some go 
into broadcast news production,” 
Dougherty said.

David Koss was enrolled in the 
program from 1999 to 2001, but 
he did not graduate. Eventually he 
went back to North Lake and earned 
his degree in 2008. Today, he owns 
a motion graphics and 3-D anima-
tion company.

Koss applied what he learned in 
the program – including editing, 
lighting and camera work – to what 
his company produces for custom-
ers that include local and national 
TV, corporate clients and online 
companies.

“I like sitting down and doing 3-D 
animation,” Koss said. “It’s like the 
old saying, ‘Find something you love 
and do that for a living.’ I do 3-D just 
for fun on my own.”

Garrett Gilcrease, a second-year 
video technology major, hopes to 
get into 3-D modeling and anima-
tion after he finishes school. The 
21-year-old, who directed the news-
cast, said he likes directing, but he 
prefers production.

“I enjoy every aspect of produc-
tion,” Gilcrease said. “I like the idea 
of producing something and putting 
it out there for people to watch and 
enjoy.”

A bright spotlight on jobs
Students in the program can look 

forward to prosperous careers. Ac-
cording to the U.S. Bureau of La-
bor Statistics, jobs in the broadcast 
and audio engineering industry will 
grow by 7 percent over the next 10 
years, and the median pay is almost 
$42,000 per year. In the Dallas-Fort 

cup of tea.”
Dougherty said that people with a 

unique blend of talents are success-
ful in the industry. 

“People who do well have a lot of 
energy,” he said. “Those who excel at 
writing and are highly literate make 
good employees, too. But creativity 
is a huge factor. We want creative 
students, and most young people 
are creative. They’re binge-watch-
ing shows, so they get it.”

In addition, Dougherty said peo-
ple who like the technical side – 
software and computers – are going 
to excel. 

“Those who are creative and also 
are technically- and analytical-
ly-minded will find work right off 
the bat,” he stated.

Sage advice for rookie video techs
Trent initially struggled when he 

first entered the industry, but he 
has learned from his mistakes.

“I learned that you have to pace 
yourself when you start in this 
business,” Trent said. “You can’t 
be overzealous, and you can’t go 
around giving business cards to 
everyone you meet. You have to be 
a fly on the wall, listen and learn 
first.”

Koss echoed the sentiment and 
added that people who go into the 
industry should always seek to 
learn and improve. 

“If you don’t hate the stuff you 
produced a year ago, then you ha-
ven’t improved. You should never 
stop evolving,” Koss stated. 

Rambler Newspapers
is currently seeking inquisitive 
individuals with experience in:

Editing
Writing

Photography
To apply send resume, clips and

image samples to: 
staceys@ramblernewspapers.net

For more information call  972-870-1992

Freelancers
Needed
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Junior Melissa Villasenor of Card-
well Career Preparatory Center was 
chosen to participate in the most 
recent Artist Residency Program at 
the Crow Collection of Asian Art. 

This unique program gives local 
high school students the opportuni-
ty to learn and create with a contem-
porary artist over multiple sessions 
while exploring the art and culture 

Cardwell artist studies at the Crow Collection
of Asia. Melissa (right, front row in 
white) and 11 other DFW students 
worked with visual artist Kank-
an Huang (left center) in Decem-
ber and crafted artwork through a 
mold-making and casting process. 
Melissa’s artwork will be on display 
at the Crow Collection during the 
museum’s Chinese New Year cele-
bration opening Jan. 28.

SOURCE Irving ISD

has since relocated to Comanche, 
OK. 

Carolyn Gordon, the Irving repre-
sentative for Eddie & Brian’s Way, 
has been with the charity since the 
beginning. She was a close family 
friend of both Eddie and Brian and 
was happy to help honor their mem-
ory and their service to the commu-
nity.

“[Eddie and Brian] both loved 
helping people, and they were both 
involved with the community hospi-
tal,” Gordon said. “We thought this 
would be a good way to honor them: 
by creating a group that would col-
lect stuffed animals and bring them 
up to the ER to help people and 
make them feel better.”

Linda will be returning to Baylor 
Scott & White in January to drop 
off toys that did not get delivered in 
December, because of mechanical 
issues. 

Last year, 2016, was the biggest 
year Eddie & Brian’s Way ever had 
for donations. The charity collected 
toys from not only Irving, but also 
from Linda’s home in Oklahoma. 
Although Linda did not have a total 
for the number of toys delivered, she 
said there were enough bags of toys 
to fill up two large hospital stretch-
ers. Linda also added that any and 
all monetary donations to Eddie & 
Brian’s Way go straight to the char-
ity.

Barbara Klausing is the director 
for the emergency department of 
Baylor Scott & White. She has been 
working with Eddie & Brian’s Way 
for nearly 10 years. Every year the 
group meets in the waiting room of 
the emergency department and goes 
around to the rooms asking the fam-
ilies if they can give a toy or a stuffed 
animal to the patient inside. 

Klausing said that the toys are not 

only for children, but some of the se-
niors as well. The event is extremely 
beneficial, not just to the hospital 
and the volunteers, but to the many 
children who are in the Baylor Scott 
& White emergency room at Christ-
mas. 

“Even though we are a big ER, we 
do not have an in-patient pediatric 
unit,” Klausing said. “Our volume 
can be as much as 30 percent chil-
dren just because of the communi-
ty we serve. There are really a lot 
of kids out there who benefit from 
this.”

Next year will be the 20th anniver-
sary of the Eddie & Brian’s Way toy 
drive. While Linda plans on doing 
another toy drive, she looks forward 
to turning over much of the charity’s 
operations to her daughter Dana 
Sloss-McQuinn, who is the co-chair 
of Eddie & Brian’s Way.
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Volunteers prepare to deliver a stretcher full of toys to patients visiting the emergency room at Baylor Scott & White Hospital. / Courtesy 
photo


