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By Joe Snell
The recent freezing weath-

er and rapid winds caused 
a small tear in the inflatable 
roof at the North Lake Aquat-
ic Center. Although it was 
quickly fixed, the tear exem-
plified a larger need for ren-
ovations at the aging facility. 

The Aquatics Center, a 
three way partnership be-
tween North Lake College, 
the city of Irving, and the 
Irving Independent School 
District, is closing on Feb. 4 
for a number of needed ren-
ovations, primarily to replace 
the inflatable roof with a 
permanent structure. Daniel 
Farran, who has been coor-
dinator at the pool for three 
years, said the changes have 
been a long time coming.

By Vaughn-zel Lloyd 
With the upcoming North 

Texas Teen Festival sched-
uled to take place on March 
4, educators, librarians and 
reading enthusiasts gathered 
for an information session at 

By Ariel Graham
Plans to add a radio sta-

tion and a corporate office 
to Irving’s Music Factory 
were voted down during the 
last city council meeting on 
Thursday, Jan. 12.

Rick Lazes of the ARK 
Group of Irving brought for-
ward a motion to amend the 
lease on The Music Factory 
to allow a small portion of the 
allotted retail and entertain-
ment space to be used as of-
fice space. Specifically, he re-
quested 8,000 square feet to 
be used as a radio/television 
station, and 2,400 square feet 
to be used as offices for ARK 
to provide maintenance and 
security services. The request 
also included reducing the 
size of the fitness center from 
30,000 square feet to 15,000 
square feet to allow for more 
retail and entertainment 

Attorneys for Mohamed 
Mohamed announced they 
have agreed to voluntarily 
dismiss Irving Mayor Beth 
Van Duyne from a lawsuit 
filed in September 2016 
alleging she defamed the 
plaintiff’s son, Ahmed Mo-
hamed, in connection with 
his September 2015 arrest 
for bringing a hoax bomb to 
MacArthur High School. The 
agreement for dismissal of 
Van Duyne follows shortly 
after attorneys for the Irving 
Mayor filed an answer assert-

North Lake Aquatic Center closing 
for renovations

“This [new] roof is going to 
help us grow our programs,” 
Farran said. “Hopefully it 
will bring more attention to 
swimming, get more people 
to come swim, and poten-
tially grow swimming within 
Irving.”

The pool, built in 1985, had 
its inflatable roof removed 
every summer season until 
2012, when for budgetary 
reasons the city, school dis-
trict, and North Lake College 
agreed to keep it in place.

Besides the roof, a number 
of other renovations are tak-
ing place including upgrades 
to the air conditioning sys-
tem, the filtration system, and 
the locker rooms. The whole 
package will cost roughly $7 
million, a figure that is well 

below the cost of building a 
new center. 

“We know that it’s a vital 
facility. It’s very well used,” 
said Joe Moses, Assistant 
Director of Irving Parks and 
Recreation. “The cost of a 
brand new natatorium would 
be well over $17 million. 
By doing [the renovations], 
you’re looking at extending 
the life of this facility an addi-
tional 20 to 25 years.”

A number of area schools 
use the pool, including the Ir-
ving ISD High Schools, Holy 
Family, the University of Dal-
las, and Cistercian Preparato-
ry School. The pool also hosts 
team practices including the 
center’s competitive team O2, City Council votes “no” to radio 

station for The Music Factory
space.

The city council originally 
voted in favor of the amend-
ment by a majority of 5-4. 
However, later in the meet-
ing, Councilman Kyle Taylor 
asked for a motion to re-con-
sider the amendment and to 
ultimately re-vote on it. This 
time, the amendment failed 
by a tally of 3-5, with Council-
man John Danish abstaining.

Lazes said he could not un-
derstand why the City Coun-
cil rescinded the vote, when 
20 minutes prior to the re-
vote, they were in favor of his 
proposal. He thought the ra-
dio station would be of great 
use to the venue. 

“We think it’s a terrific as-
set and benefit to The Mu-
sic Factory, to have a radio 
station broadcasting from 
there,” Lazes said. “It’ll help 
promote and market The Mu-

sic Factory. For some reason, 
[the City Council] decided 
that they didn’t think it was a 
benefit.”

The Music Factory has 
been an ongoing project since 
its conception in 1999. The 
ARK Group is the third devel-
oper to have worked on the 
project, after buying the proj-
ect from Las Colinas Group 
in 2013. The venue, which 
will be located between State 
Highway 114 and Las Colinas 
Boulevard, will feature over 
200,000 square feet of retail, 
restaurant and entertain-
ment, including an 8,000-
seat amphitheater that will 
be available for both indoor 
and outdoor use. In addition, 
there will also be 100,000 
square feet of office space on 
site. However, all of the office 
space has already been leased 

Irving Mayor to be dismissed 
from Mohamed lawsuit

ing she was immune from the 
lawsuit as a government offi-
cial and a motion to dismiss 
the suit based under the Tex-
as Citizens Participation Act, 
a state law that prohibits the 
use of lawsuits to intimidate 
or silence citizens and public 
officials from exercising their 
right of free speech.

Mohamed filed the suit 
against TheBlaze, Inc.; Glenn 
Beck: Center for Security Pol-
icy; Jim Hanson; Fox Televi-
sion Stations, LLC; Ben Fer-
guson; Ben Shapiro; and Beth 

Van Duyne. The district court 
has granted motions to dis-
miss six of the other named 
defendants based upon the 
Texas Citizens Participation 
Act, but Mohamed’s attor-
neys say they plan to appeal 
the court’s ruling on those 
motions. 

Van Duyne is the only par-
ty who was voluntarily dis-
missed by the plaintiff and 
the agreement ensures that 
the claims against the Mayor 
cannot be refiled and her dis-
missal is not appealable.

SOURCE City of Irving

North Texas Book Festival 
welcomes educators,
librarians, volunteers

the South Irving Library to 
reveal the event’s itinerary. 

“Tonight the point is to get 
the librarians both in schools 
and in public libraries and 
teachers here,” Mary Hen-
son said. “We want them in-
volved, and we want to pro-
vide them the resources to get 
kids and groups into the book 
festival. 

“We had a pretty good 
crowd here tonight. We want 
the word out there that we 
want teachers and librarians 
involved. This is truly a com-
munity effort and a state ef-
fort, because we have people 
who are coming from all over. 
It’s going to be even bigger on 
the day of the festival.”

Last year the book festival, 
with hundreds of authors and 
8,000 people in attendance, 
took place at the Irving Con-
vention Center. The event 
is a day of literary fun that 
encourages teens to connect 
to the reading community 
through diverse author pan-
els and discussions.

“One thing that has really 
set North Texas Book Festival 
apart is that we have a large 
teen presence, so amongst 
all these teen book festivals, 
young adult literature is su-
per popular,” Henson said. 
“We really want to make sure 
that the teens have experi-
ence getting in front of the 
authors, meeting them, and 

getting their signed books. 
Anyone of any age can come 
in and listen and have that ex-
perience, but we really want 
to push it to these teens who 
are getting to experience it for 
the first time.”

Allison Blythe, a librari-
an at Burleson Elementary, 
volunteered at the event last 
year. She feels the festival 
inspires teens to become life-
long readers. 

“For them to talk one on 
one to the authors is price-
less,” Blythe said. “It helps 
them to read.”

There will be close to 80 
authors at the festival signing 
autographs and hosting pan-
els. South Grand Prairie High 
School Librarian Susie Hall is 
looking forward to seeing au-
thor Jason Reynolds. 

“I met him four years ago at 
the state library convention,” 
Hall said. “He did the young 
adult authors teach. He’s a 
very humble young man, and 
so nice. Some authors you 
meet are not nice. I’m really 
looking forward to seeing him 
again, and I think the kids 
will really like him.”

Hall also added that events 
like this get kids excited to 
read again, because kids in 
schools sometimes read the 
same thing, and as a result 
it takes the enjoyment out of 

As dreary winter weather descends on the area, avid swimmers continue indulging in their favorite sport at the 
North Lake Aquatic Center. / Photo by Joe Snell
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LBJ Express engineers visited 
Charles M. Blalack Middle School’s 
science club for MakerSpace Tech-
nology Day and spoke to middle 
school students about their experi-
ences with math, science and tech-
nology courses. During the presen-
tation, Aaron Lam and Jennifer 
Kim discussed their educational 
backgrounds and how engineering 
relates to what they do every day for 
the LBJ Express highway project. 
Science club students enjoyed play-
ing with the new technology and col-
laborating with their visitors.  

Blalack Middle School is one of 
the six public middle schools that 
received new technology from the 
LBJ Express STEM education grant 
to kick off the new MakerSpace pro-
gram. The $40,000 STEM educa-
tion grant was awarded to Carroll-
ton-Farmers Branch Independent 
School District in August and after 
much planning is being used to im-
plement MakerSpace programs for 
each middle school within the dis-

LBJ Express Engineers join middle school
science club for technology day

trict.
“The goal of the grant is to ex-

pose each sixth- , seventh- and 
eighth-graders to technology at least 
twice a year and encourage creativi-
ty, problem solving, innovation and 
discovery,” said Dr. Kathryn Schaef-
fer, Executive Director for Advanced 
Academic Services and World Lan-
guages. Schaeffer is the grant vision-
ary and author of the program title, 
Middle School Matters. She and the 
administration hope to see the Mak-
erSpace program grow. 

“We hope that with this grant 
MakerSpace will eventually become 
a part of the classroom experience,” 
Schaeffer said. “We want to expand 
time on campuses where Maker-
Space can be open before school, 
during lunch time and after school, 
so kids who are really driven to work 
in these areas can do so ,and teach-
ers can go a bit further with their 
students through programming and 
planning in their own time. Howev-
er, we know that math and science 

for every child is important. We 
want to touch every child, because 
we don’t know exactly when the 
lightbulb will go off for a particular 
child or when an experiment will 
blow their mind.” 

The LBJ Express STEM educa-
tion grant has helped foster this type 
of new learning for the next gener-
ation. 

“We want children to know that 
failure is a part of what we do ev-
ery day,” Schaeffer said. “It builds 
a growth mindset and resilience for 
future thinkers and problem solv-
ers. By working with real materials, 
you either fail or succeed or end up 
somewhere in the middle, but try 
after try you learn and begin to suc-
ceed 

Some of the new technology fea-
tured in the MakerSpace program 
includes educational tools like 
Makey Makey, Little Bits, Google 
Cardboard, Sphero Robotic Ball, 
Sprout and 3-D HP printers. The 
LBJ Express engineers and middle 

By Vaughn-zel Lloyd
For Director of Operations Ange-

la Casavant, the Texas Mellew half 
marathon team was a success de-
spite the weather conditions on the 
morning of Sunday, Jan. 15. 

“Some people love to run in the 
heat or the humidity,” Casavant 
said. “As far as the weather today, I 
think it impacted the race, because 
people sometimes do get scared of 
the rain, so they back off a little.”

Mellew hosted their 15th annual 
half-marathon, which started at the 
Irving Convention Center. The fast, 
flat course featured a race between 
roughly 500 participants grouped 
into 13 different age divisions run-
ning two races, a 13.1-mile race 
course, and a 5-mile race run.

“I really enjoy seeing people when 
it’s their first race,” Casavant said. 
“It’s always exciting to see them fin-
ish strong and be excited when they 
get that medal around their neck. 
It’s also great to see people return-
ing to the sport of running. 

“I talked to a lady today who said 
she used to be a runner, and she had 
to take some time off for knee sur-
gery. Her time off turned into four 
years, so today was her first day back 
and she was super excited.”

Despite the temperature being 
ideal by the time the marathon 
started at 8 a.m., the fog and light 
rain affected set up of the event.

“The fog was a little bit of an issue, 
but we worked through it,” Casavant 
said. “I have a great team of vol-
unteers that all came together and 
pulled through. Then we were ready 
to rock and roll.”

Mellew production company 
brought in the latest chip timing 
technology to ensure participants 
were able to get accurate readings 
on their times from start to finish. 

“We got to track our time by the 
bib numbers, and Mellew had com-
puters where you could check your 
time right after the race,” Alex Bar-
rientos said. “It helps a lot because 
you always want to improve and see 
how you fare against the competi-
tion. It’s always helpful in my opin-
ion to keep up with your time and 
try to progress.”

Sam Belcher, a University of Tex-
as graduate student who placed first 
in his age division, revealed that he 
used the half marathon as practice 
for an upcoming marathon in Aus-
tin.

“I’m running the Austin Mara-
thon in 5 weeks, so I’m doing this 
sort of run as a marathon tune up to 
get a feel for it. I wanted something 
a little bit smaller and lower key,” 

Belcher said.
“It’s fun to come out. I’ve been 

running since I was eight, so it’s a 
lifetime passion. For me, it’s just a 
personal mental thing, a challenge 
to conquer demons. It’s fun to chal-
lenge myself and get out here.”

Texas Half Marathon is one of 
20 events that the race production 
company expects to put on this year.

“In the Dallas area, we put on 18-
20 events a year,” Casavant said. 
“They are all local races with the 

exception of two. We put on events 
anywhere between 1-mile fun runs 
to full marathons which are 26.2 
miles.”

Casavant added that Mellew pro-
duction promotes active lifestyles 
through their numerous events. 

“The motto is ‘just get moving.’ 
That’s all you have to do. If weight 
loss is your goal, just get moving,” 
she said. “It’s fun when you get to 
see kids and adults out here partic-
ipating together.”

school students spent an entire af-
ternoon in a very creative environ-
ment where they were encouraged 
to interact, experiment, build, create 
and learn. The LBJ Express team 

hopes to continue being involved in 
the classroom with their engineers 
and professional staff.

SOURCE The LBJ Express

Texas Half Marathon runs along 
through unpredictable weather

Science club students at Charles M. Blalack Middle School explore new technologies. / 
Courtesy Photo

Runners tackle one of the races held as part of the Texas Half Marathon event. / Photo by 
Vaughn-zel Lloyd
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Five Women Wearing The Same 
Dress
January 20 - February 4  
MainStage Irving-Las Colinas continues 
its 2016-17 Razzle Dazzle season with the 
female-fueled play, Five Women Wearing 
The Same Dress. The production opens at 
the Irving Arts Center’s Dupree Theater. All 
evening performances are at 7:30 p.m., with 
Sunday matinees at 2:30 p.m. Single tickets 
range from $21-28 and are on sale now at the 
Irving Arts Center Box Office (972.252.2787/ 
www.irvingartscenter.com). Ticket discounts 
are available for seniors and students. 
During a lavish wedding reception at a 
Knoxville, Tennessee estate, five reluctant, 
identically clad bridesmaids hide out in an 
upstairs bedroom, determined to avoid 
the festivities below at all costs. Though 
their dresses match, their personalities are 
vastly different. As the afternoon wears on, 
these five unique women joyously discover 
a common bond in this wickedly funny, and 
touching celebration of female friendship. 
From the eclectic comedic mind of Alan Ball 
who authored American Beauty, and HBO’s 
“True Blood” and “Six Feet Under.” Watch 
out flower girls...here come the bridesmaids!
 
iCreate Next Generation Showcases 
January 24, 26, 5:30 to 7 p.m. 
Mark your calendars for the iCreate Next 
Generation Showcases at Singley Academy. 
The Middle/High School event is  January 24, 
and the PreK/Elementary showcase is Jan-
uary 26. Come see how students tackle real 
problems, create art or stories that inspire, 
get hands-on with service learning or connect 
outside the classroom. This is an opportunity 
for students to use what they’ve learned, 
create innovative projects that inspire others 
and share them with a larger audience.

Community Input Meeting: Heri-
tage Park Redevelopment
January 25, 6 p.m.
Join the City of Irving for its third Community 
Input meeting to discuss the redevelopment 
of Heritage Park, a recently expanded 2.9-
acre park located in the heart of downtown 
Irving.
Meet with city officials and your fellow res-
idents in Meeting Rooms 1 and 2 at South 
Irving Library, 601 Schulze Drive, to review a 
final concept of the proposed park design and 
to share your comments and ideas.

Clue: The Musical
January 26 – 28, 7 p.m.
MacArthur High School is producing “Clue: 
The Musical” based on Parker Brothers 
board game. There are 216 possible endings 
to the show. The Cast and Audience will not 
know who, where and how, until the show 
starts and the cards are drawn. The show 
runs just like you were playing the game. 
The audience can play along as Mr. Body; 
played by Caleb Terlouw, gives glues to who 
murdered him. It is filled with fun songs and 
a who done it with a twist. Presented in the 
MacArthur Auditorium. Tickets are $7 for 
student w/ID and $10 for Adults. 

By Matthew Pedersen
Many people take advantage of 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day to re-
flect on Dr. King’s teachings and 
how they can be applied to today’s 
society. With much strife and dis-
parity facing the country, members 
of the Irving community continued 
their commitment to hosting an 
MLK observance at the Irving Arts 
Center on Sunday, Jan. 15.

The observance showcased a ra-
dio show theme, featuring music 
from the sixties, a number of dance 
and vocal performances, and even 
an interactive portion where prere-
corded callers could have their ques-
tions answered by selected quotes 
from Dr. King himself.

Radio show reflects 
MLK’s message for today

“I was very pleased that we got to 
honor Dr. King on what would have 
been his 88th birthday, that was very 
special,” Jackie Madden, lead or-
ganizer for the Martin Luther King 
observance said. “I thought all of our 
professional artists really helped us 
convey what we were trying to do, 
and that was to honor Dr. King’s 
legacy.

“I wanted to use the format of a 
radio show. When you listen to ra-
dio shows, the listeners are calling 
in for contests, and they’re calling 
in to ask questions. It was keeping 
in line with the format of a regular 
radio show. But, at the same time, 
I thought it would be a good way 
to enlighten people about how Dr. 

King would respond to a question. 
We researched quotes and prepro-
grammed some questions, but they 
were outlined so that we could an-
swer whatever the question was 
with something from his speeches,” 
she said.

With the show concluded and 
next year’s observance already being 
planned, Madden talked about why 
events such as the MLK observance 
are important to the Irving commu-
nity.

“The message is still relevant. 
Peace, love, justice, those things 
never get old,” she said.

“We’ve had an ongoing relation-
ship with the Dallas Black Dance 
Theatre for many, many years. 
They’ve always helped us to honor 
Dr. King on this occasion. We’ve 
never done a program without them. 
They’ve become such a staple.”

Sharon Goodspeed Keaton, a lo-
cal singer and actor, provided some 
amazing musical numbers for the 
observance.

“I feel like it went well,” Keaton 
said. “I feel like the message of uni-
ty, hope, and love was appropriately 
conveyed through all of the different 
performances. I feel good about it. 

“I think it’s an honor. A lot of peo-
ple take what we do for granted. I 
was very excited to see so many peo-
ple in the audience when there was a 
Cowboys game going on,” she said.

Keyton spoke about how holding 
the observance on MLK’s birthday 
affected the show.

“It’s sort of like any of our birth-
days,” she said. “The other twelve 
months out of the year people just 
sort of go on with their lives, going 
on in a certain way, doing whatever 
is their norm. Then, all of a sudden, 
during that small period around 
your birthday, they remember ev-
erything you mean to them, every-
thing that you represent. Who you 
are as a friend, or as a mom, a father, 
and it really causes your energy to 
encompass them. For me, celebrat-
ing MLK’s birthday does the same 
thing. It causes us to be reminded 
of everything that he stood for and 
taught.”

Finally, Jackie Madden talked 
about how people in the Irving com-
munity could work to preserve Dr. 
King’s legacy.

“The best way that we can honor 
Dr. King’s legacy is to serve in our 
community, because that is what he 
was all about,” Madden said. “Serv-
ing, helping other people, and mak-
ing your community better.”

By Ariel Graham
The legacy of Dr. Martin Luther 

King Jr. was celebrated at the annu-
al Dora Joyner MLK Spaghetti Lun-
cheon held at the Georgia Farrow 
Recreation Center on Monday, Jan. 
16.

Hosted by the Irving-Carrollton 
branch of the NAACP, the luncheon 
served as the organization’s kick-
off event for the year. The event is 
named after Dora Joyner, a mem-
ber of the NAACP who suggested 

Citizens honor Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
dream at NAACP’s annual luncheon

holding the luncheon back in 2005. 
Many members of the community, 
from city council members to police 
officers, came out to celebrate the 
life of Dr. King.

Annie Fuller serves as secretary 
for the Irving-Carrollton NAACP, 
and has been a member for the past 
12 years. She has volunteered at the 
spaghetti luncheon every year, and 
said that every year the luncheon 
grows a little bit bigger. She also 
said that the day itself is a time of 

reflection and service.
“I think about the sacrifice that 

people like Dr. King made in order 
for people like myself to have an op-
portunity to vote and to participate, 
and I appreciate it,” Fuller said. 
“This is a time for us to reflect and 
to serve. I look forward to this day 
every year.”

The theme of this year’s luncheon 
was “The Dream Keepers.” Stu-
dents from Ben Washington Baptist 
Church in Irving performed a skit 

focused on the importance of Martin 
Luther King and his work. Service 
also seemed to be a major theme of 
the luncheon, and students worked 
to provide food and drink for all the 
guests throughout the meal. 

Tia Hatcher is the Youth Min-
ister of Ben Washington Baptist 
Church. For the past six years, she 
has brought a group of students to 
serve at the luncheon to teach them 
that Martin Luther King Day is 
much more than just a holiday from 
school. She said the holiday is a day 
to remember and be grateful for the 
efforts of Dr. King and all he did for 
the civil rights movement.

“It means equality to me,” Hatch-
er said. “Just thinking about the 
sacrifices that Dr. King made so that 
we could have what we have today 
is just unbelievable. People started 
listening, they started receiving his 
word, and knowing that it was hold-
ing true. It just shows that no matter 
what, the truth will always reign su-
preme.”

With racial concerns, such as po-
lice brutality and the Black Lives 
Matter movement, making head-
lines and front page news in recent 
years, many people believe that Dr. 
King’s message of equality and tol-
erance is more important now than 

ever before. Hatcher believes that 
people need to see others for what 
they are inside and what they can 
give, and not just the color of their 
skin.

“We all bleed red, and we all have 
a mind and a capacity and a heart 
to love,” Hatcher said. “We defi-
nitely need to look beyond race and 
just look at each other’s hearts and 
look at our minds, just to see where 
we can contribute to one another. 
There’s so much that we can give 
and so much we can learn from each 
other that we should never let race 
be a barrier to keep us from pro-
gressing.”

Irving NAACP president Tony 
Grimes echoed Hatcher’s senti-
ments, and said that even though 
Dr. King’s message is more relevant 
now than ever, the community as a 
whole is not living up to his dream. 

“I think that we’ve kind of fallen 
out of grace with what [Dr. King’s] 
mission was, not just as an Afri-
can-American group of people, but 
as a society,” Grimes said. “His goal 
was for us all to be one people, loving 
and kind, and treating one another 
with respect. The last few years, I’ve 
seen a lot less of that. I’m hoping 
and praying that one day real soon 
we’ll all be of one mind, one cause 
and one nature.”

ONLINE !

You can now 
advertise with us

CALL
972-870-1992

Sharon Goodspeed Keaton sings during the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. event presented at 
the Irving Arts Center. / Photo by Matt Petersen
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Looking for Nichole Momack
W/F age 32, born Jan.’84. Graduated HS 
class of 2002, Brownsboro High School, 
Brownsboro, TX. Last known address 
was in Irving, TX  Contact 469-547-1262

ORDINANCE NO. ORD-2016-9889
ZONING CASE NO. ZC16-0091
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-1 (R-AB)

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT 
OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE MCKINNEY & WILLIAMS SURVEY, 
ABSTRACT NO. 1056, AND LOCATED NORTH OF FULLER DRIVE AND WEST OF WEST 
LAS COLINAS BOULEVARD, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A 
ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM S-P-
1 (R-AB) SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR RESTAURANT WITH ATTENDANT ACCESSORY 
USE OF THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION 
UNDER SECTION 52-49 OF ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND CONVENTION CENTER, RETAIL, 
ENTERTAINMENT, HOTEL, RESTAURANT AND RELATED USES UNDER ORDINANCE 
NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-1 (R-AB) SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR RESTAURANT 
WITH ATTENDANT ACCESSORY USE OF THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR 
ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION UNDER SECTION 52-49 OF ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND 
CONVENTION CENTER, RETAIL, ENTERTAINMENT, HOTEL, RESTAURANT AND RELATED 
USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED 
HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND 
REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP 
ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE 
ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, 
MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT 
REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT 
CONFLICT; PROVIDING THE ENTIRE ORDINANCE SHALL BE INVALID IF ANY WORD, 
PHRASE, CLAUSE, SENTENCE, PARAGRAPH OR SECTION OF THIS ORDINANCE IS HELD 
TO BE INVALID AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. ORD-2016-9900
ZONING CASE NO. ZC16-0087
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – R-6

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT 
OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE JACKSON & BLANTON ADDITION 
AND LOCATED AT 302 MALTBY ROAD, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN 
THE BODY OF THIS ORDINANCE; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY 
FROM R-7.5 SINGLE FAMILY DISTRICT USE UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED 
TO R-6 SINGLE FAMILY DISTRICT USE UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144; CORRECTING THE 
OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER 
PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE PUBLIC INTEREST, 
MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE DEMAND A ZONING CHANGE AND AMENDMENT HEREIN 
MADE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS 
OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING A 
SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. ORD-2017-9907
ZONING CASE NO. ZC16-0044
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-1 (R-AB)

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A 
TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS: A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE ROLLING RIDGE 3 
REPLAT ADDITION, AND LOCATED AT 3003 NORTH BELT LINE ROAD, MORE FULLY AND 
COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN 
THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM C-N NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL DISTRICT USE 
UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-1 (R-AB) SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE 
FOR RESTAURANT WITH ATTENDANT ACCESSORY USE OF THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGES FOR ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION USES UNDER SECTION 52-49 OF 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE 
A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO 
LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; 
PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT 
THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT 
THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE 
EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING THE ENTIRE ORDINANCE SHALL 
BE INVALID IF ANY WORD, PHRASE, CLAUSE, SENTENCE, PARAGRAPH OR SECTION OF 
THIS ORDINANCE IS HELD TO BE INVALID AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. ORD-2017-9908
ZONING CASE NO. ZC16-0083
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-1

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT 
OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE JESSE MOON ADDITION 
AND LOCATED AT 1175 NORTH WALTON WALKER, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY 
DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID 
PROPERTY FROM C-OU-2 COMMERCIAL OUTDOOR DISTRICT USE UNDER ORDINANCE 
NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-1 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR C-OU-2 AND WIRELESS 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS FACILITY USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING 
TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR 
SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE 
OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER 
PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE 
PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE 
DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES 
OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. ORD-2017-9909
ZONING CASE NO. ZC16-0090
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – S-P-2

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A 
TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS: A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE ESTRADA ADDITION 
AND LOCATED AT 3700 WEST AIRPORT FREEWAY, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY 
DESCRIBED IN THE BODY OF THIS ORDINANCE; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID 
PROPERTY FROM S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT FOR C-OU-2 USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 
1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT FOR C-OU-2 USES UNDER ORDINANCE 
NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART 
HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND 
USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; 
PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT 
THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT 
THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE 
EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND 
PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. ORD-2017-9910
ZONING CASE NO. ZC16-0100
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-2

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT 
OF LAND DESCRIBED AS: A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE NEWTON MARTIN SURVEY, 
ABSTRACT NO. 1318, AND THE ELWOOD ADDITION, AND LOCATED AT 517 MIMOSA 
STREET, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; 
ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM R-6 SINGLE FAMILY DISTRICT 
USE UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE 
FOR R-6 USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED, AND ACCORDING TO THE 
SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL 
CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL 
ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS 
OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC 
INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES 
NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF 
DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING THE ENTIRE ORDINANCE SHALL BE INVALID IF ANY WORD, 
PHRASE, CLAUSE, SENTENCE, PARAGRAPH OR SECTION OF THIS ORDINANCE IS HELD 
TO BE INVALID AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, on 
January 12, 2017.

BETH VAN DUYNE, MAYOR
ATTEST: Shanae Jennings, City Secretary
APPROVED AS TO FORM: Kuruvilla Oommen, City Attorney

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 
SECURITY

FEDERAL EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT AGENCY

P r o p o s e d  F l o o d  H a z a r d 
Determinations for the City of 
Irving, Dallas County, Texas, Case 
No. 16-06-2467P. The Department 
of Homeland Security’s Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) solicits technical information 
or comments on proposed flood 
hazard determinations for the Flood 
Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), and 
where applicable, the Flood Insurance 
Study (FIS) report for your community.  
These flood hazard determinations may 
include the addition or modification 
of Base Flood Elevations, base flood 
depths, Special Flood Hazard Area 
boundaries or zone designations, or 
the regulatory floodway.  The FIRM 
and, if applicable, the FIS report 
have been revised to reflect these 
flood hazard determinations through 
issuance of a Letter of Map Revision 
(LOMR), in accordance with Title 
44, Part 65 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations.  These determinations 
are the basis for the f loodplain 
management measures that your 
community is required to adopt or show 
evidence of having in effect to qualify 
or remain qualified for participation in 
the National Flood Insurance Program. 
For more information on the proposed 
flood hazard determinations and 
information on the statutory 90-day 
period provided for appeals, please visit 
FEMA’s website at www.fema.gov/plan/
prevent/fhm/bfe, or call the FEMA Map 
Information eXchange (FMIX) toll free 
at 1-877-FEMA MAP (1-877-336-2627).

NORTH LAKE
Continued from Page 1

PTX Synchronized Swimming, the 
Taft Tigersharks Swim Club, and it 
even hosts training for the Navy.

“The Navy comes in to train Mon-
day and Wednesday nights,” Farran 
said. “All the recruitment they have, 
the kids that are trying to join, they 

come here and practice so they can 
meet the tests.”

While the pool is under construc-
tion and before summer commu-
nity pool hours begin, a number of 
alternatives for area residents exist. 
High schools that already practice at 
Grand Prairie and Carrollton-Farm-
ers Branch have requested more 
time at those facilities. For area res-
idents looking for open swim hours 
as well as swim lessons, the Heri-
tage Aquatic Center, the only oth-
er indoor pool in Irving outside of 
North Lake with open swim hours, 
is preparing for an influx of new 
swimmers. 

“We’re still going to be operating 
as normal,” said Christopher Tre-
vino, coordinator at the Heritage 
Aquatic Center. “We have water aer-

obics already going on, and we have 
our open swim times, those swim 
programs won’t be adjusted. There 
could be an increase in attendance 
at our facility seeing that we’re go-
ing to be the only indoor pool in the 
area. We’re looking forward to it. 
We’re definitely going to make the 
best out of it.”

The North Lake Aquatic Center 
is planning to re-open in late Sep-
tember, although a date has not 
been finalized. For now, the center 
is happy that the right changes are 
being made. 

“It’s always been in the air for 
them to get a new roof,” Farran 
said. “I understand why it’s [being 
replaced.] If heavy wind comes, 
heavy weather, it’s very dangerous 
at times.”

At the behest of the Legislature, 
the Texas Education Agency (TEA) 
has graded every Texas school and 
school district on a scale from A 
to F. However, according to a new 
Smart Steps brief published by Tex-
as Smart Schools (TSS) titled “We 
Can Do Better than A through F,” 
TEA’s A-F accountability ratings 
should receive a grade of Incom-
plete for only partially considering 
the widely varied characteristics of 
Texas schools. 

The brief compares and contrasts 

Accountability ratings earn an Incomplete
TEA’s A-F ratings with the Texas 
Smart Schools’ demographical-
ly-adjusted measures that let TSS 
see success where TEA sees failure. 
The article points to Floyd Elemen-
tary in Mesquite ISD, which is 95 
percent poor and 55 percent ELL. 
It received an F, F, and D from TEA 
for its STARR-related grades but 
outperformed 94 percent of Texas 
campuses according to TSS. Many 
schools that TEA labels with an 
“F” are top performers once demo-
graphics are taken into account in 

the TSS model. Texas Smart Schools 
says that the bottom line is clear, 
“As designed, A-F does not measure 
what every day Texans need to know 
about how efficiently their education 
dollars are being spent, and whether 
or not Texas schools are effectively 
serving all types of students. We are 
confident the TSS Smart Scores do 
the job that A-F cannot.” 

To read the article go to http://
txsmartschools.org/highlights/
smart-practices/index.php. 

SOURCE Texas Smart Schools

The removable roof covering the North Lake Aquatic Center will soon be replaced by a permanent structure. / Photo by Joe Snell



Page 5January 21, 2017972-870-1992  Rambler Newspapers

DEATH NOTICES

MOVIE REVIEWS

some commands. So if you room in your heart, and 
chicken-free home for a sweet, loving senior boy, come 
on over and visit.

Scotty
Hi there! My name is Scotty. I'm about 7-8 years old, and was 

brought in because apparently I'm not good with chickens. Surely you 
will agree that was an unfair test. I'm sure there are lots of dogs that 
would fail that home test. I'm a big boy that definitely has the sweet 
personality of a lab. I'm good with children and other dogs. I also know 

Jerry
Hey man! This is Jerry here. I'm 2 years 

old, and I'm pretty easy on the eyes. I've 
got some awesome gray and white fur. I'm 
laid back, easy going, chill, name any other 
adjective to describe relaxed. I'm all about 
the head scratches, and sometimes I like 
to hang out in your lap and just enjoy the 
lush life. You really need to come meet me 
to get the full effect. You'll like what you see. 
I guarantee it.

Aria Funeral Home
214-340-8008

 Gary “G L” Pratt - Jun. 14, 1947 – Jan. 11, 2017

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

 James M. Steele - Dec. 30, 1936 – Jan. 12, 2017

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

 Tom Day - Mar. 13, 1955 – Jan. 9, 2017
 Jose Segura - Aug. 11, 1943 – Jan. 9, 2017
 Phillip Caldwell - Feb. 28, 1962 – Jan. 11, 2017

(972) 870-1992 
laurier@ramblernewspapers.netOBITUARIES

Carol “Diana” Montouri, age 82, 
died Friday, January 13, 2017. She 
was born on August 7, 1934 to Rob-
ert Harold and Melba (Miller) Park-
er in Dallas, Texas. Diana was a long 
time Irving resident and a 40-year 
member of First United Methodist 
Church in Irving. She was an avid 
fisherwoman who loved traveling 
the world; her favorite spot was 
Vancouver in British Columbia. 
Diana also enjoyed playing bridge, 
going to the casinos and loved life 
in general. She is preceded in death 
by her husband of 40 years Al Mon-
touri and daughter Lee Ann Feuer-
bacher. Left to cherish her memory 
are son Gary Montouri and wife 
Christina; daughter Paulette Van 
Matre and husband Danny; daugh-
ter Nancy McAfee; daughter Mar-
sha Osborn and husband Gary; son 
Bobby Hamilton and wife Laurie; 
11 grandchildren; 10 great grand-
children and one on the way; sister 
Janet Dobsky and husband Milton 
and sister Judy Gilmore. She was a 
true matriarch of the family and will 

be greatly missed by all.  A funeral 
service was held at 10:00 a.m. on 
Thursday, January 19, 2017, at First 
United Methodist Church Sanctuary 
with an interment at Restland Me-
morial Park following at 2:00 p.m. 
A visitation was held between 6:00 
and 8:00 p.m. on Wednesday, Jan-
uary 18, 2017, at Brown’s Memorial 
Funeral Home.

By Matt Mungle
Synopsis: After three girls are kid-

napped by a man with 24 distinct 
personalities, they must find some 
of the different personalities that 
can help them while running away 
and staying alive from the others.

Review: I was not very happy 
with M. Night Shyamalan for years. 
He wowed us all early on but then 
went through a phase in which, in 
my humble opinion, he teased us 
with concepts and stories that nev-
er panned out on screen. We were 
promised one thing in a trailer or 
teaser poster but then we were giv-
en something completely different. 
I started to forgive him after 2015’s 
The Visit. Now with the release of 
Split, I feel as if the Shyamalan I 
originally loved is finally back and 
bringing some swagger.

Shyamalan is an incredible sto-
ry teller. His ability to conjure up 
unique scenarios or put a twist on 
classic ghost stories is unmatched. 
Even when a movie flopped, at 
least you got an idea of what he was 
thinking about. In this one, he sim-
ply asks the question, what if a per-
son has split personalities, and one 
of those believes itself to have su-
pernatural powers. Then he parlays 
that question into a creepy thriller of 
abduction, inner conflict, and pop-
corn worthy entertainment.

Kevin Crumb (James McAvoy) 
has split off into 23 unique and 
wildly different personalities, each 
one with particular characteristics. 
Lately two of those personalities, 
Dennis and Patricia, have dominat-
ed the others. When Dennis kidnaps 
three young girls, the inner conflict 
escalates. So much so, that some of 
the other personalities reach out to 
Kevin’s therapist (Betty Buckley) for 
help. This creates a multi layered 
story which is just as much, if not 
more, about the human psyche and 
not just a run of the mill thriller.

McAvoy is outstanding in this role 
and expertly portrays each of Kev-
in’s personalities. He crosses gender 
and age lines seamlessly. This is so 
vital to the film’s success, because if 
you don’t buy into the personalities 
you can’t be sold their motivations. 
M. Night wants the science of the 
human condition to be plausible. 
McAvoy makes that so. He is so 
creepy yet never crosses into campy 
or showmanship. He brings each 

M. Night Shyamalan shines 
on screen once again

personality to eerie existence and 
subtly makes them work in the fab-
ric of society and the story.

Obviously Crumb needs a reason 
to be on screen and characters to in-
teract with. The abduction of Casey 
(Anya Taylor-Joy), Claire (Haley Lu 
Richardson), and Marcia (Jessica 
Sula) allow for this interaction. But 
to be honest they sort of become 
secondary to the overall intensity. 
You become so fascinated with the 
personalities of Kevin that you care 
little for their safety. Also M. Night 
once again tries to do too much. Of 
the three captured girls, Casey is the 
one who engages the personalities 
as a way to get them all out safe-
ly. That is all well and good but there 
is an additional back story of Casey 
that is unnecessary and distracting. 
We don’t need or care about her 
past. Kevin is the focal point and 

everything else pales in comparison. 
So why add it? Only the Shyamalan 
knows.

Split is a fun ride, and as always, 
M. Night adds in some humor to 
break the tension. It is not short of 
thrills but well balanced other places 
as well. It is rated PG-13 for disturb-
ing thematic content and behavior, 
violence and some language. I would 
say a safe range through 16 and up. 
There are some scary moments and 
dark themes that may confuse and 
haunt younger viewers. If your older 
high schoolers want to head out as a 
group, I think this would be a good 
choice. 

I give it 4 out of 5 dance moves. 
Keeping in mind, it is right for the 
genre and the unique story. Plus it is 
refreshing to see Shyamalan back to 
what he does so great.

While driving under the influence 
was once the major focus of safety 
on the road, distracted driving of all 
kinds has gained national attention 
in recent years. Texting and driving 
has proven to be the latest serious 
road hazard; it has cost a number of 
lives, and 42 states have developed 
laws and campaigns against it.

Now many states are focusing 
their attention on a new threat - one 
that has gone under the radar thus 
far, but may prove to be as danger-
ous as texting and driving. This one 
involves the widely practiced habit 
of driving with a pet on one’s lap.

There are no real statistics to say 
exactly how many crashes and other 
traffic incidents pets on laps cause 
each year. However, The AAA Foun-
dation for Traffic Safety notes that 
taking your eyes off the road for just 
two seconds doubles your chance 
of a crash, and two seconds is all it 

Dog on lap while driving: Unsafe and illegal
would take for a frightened or excit-
ed pet to jump up on you, claw you, 
climb up onto the dashboard, or 
worse - crawl under the brake pedal. 

A 2011 AAA and Kurgo survey 
sought to ferret out the truth about 
how and why people drive with their 
pets, as well as any potential dis-
tractions their furry friends might 
potentially cause. The findings were 
interesting, to say the least; nearly 
60 percent of respondents had driv-
en with their pets in the last month, 
and 31 percent admitted to being 
distracted by their pet while driving. 
Distractions included everything 
from feeding and petting their pets 
to taking their photos while driving.

Seventeen percent of respondents 
who drove with their pet - nearly 
one in five - admitted to either al-
lowing their pet to sit on their lap or 
holding them while driving. Twen-
ty-three percent admitted to using 

their hands or arms to secure their 
pet when they hit the brakes.

Respondents cited several rea-
sons for not restraining their pets 
in the car. The biggest of these rea-
sons was their pet’s temperament; 
they considered their pet to be calm 
enough to make restraints unneces-
sary. Many respondents had simply 
never considered the idea of re-
straints. Some said they didn’t use 
restraints because they only went on 
short trips. And a few respondents 
noted that they wanted their dog to 
be able to put his head out the win-
dow.

Beyond potentially causing acci-
dent, there are very real dangers to 
allowing a pet to sit on your lap. If 
a crash were to occur, a small pet 
could easily be crushed by a de-
ployed airbag or thrown from the 
car and injured. In addition, during 
a crash an unrestrained dog can act 

as a missile. As AAA National Traffic 
Safety Programs Manager Jennifer 
Huebner-Davidson notes, “An unre-
strained 10-pound dog in a crash at 
only 30 mph will exert roughly 300 
pounds of pressure. Imagine the 
devastation that can cause to your 
pet and anyone in its path.”

States are taking notice of the po-
tential dangers. Hawaii has made 
it illegal to carry a pet on one’s lap 
while driving, and many other states 
have introduced, considered or 
enacted legislation meant to stop 
drivers from traveling unsafely with 
pets. As a result, in some states, 
driving with your pet on your lap 
can earn you a traffic stop or a fine. 
Even in some states where there is 
no specific law pertaining to driving 
with a pet on one’s lap, you can still 
be cited for doing so under broader 
distracted driving laws. 

Increased awareness would likely 
also make a great difference. AAA 
notes that drivers who have heard of 
cases where unrestrained dogs were 

injured or caused injury to someone 
during a crash were three times like-
ly to use a pet travel restraint.

While we love our pets and want 
them to enjoy every experience with 
us, the safest place for them (and 
everyone else riding along) is to be 
properly secured in the back seat or 
cargo area of your SUV. There are a 
number of pet restraint options in 
many sizes and price ranges that are 
comfortable for dogs and still allow 
them some freedom of movement. 

No matter which pet vehicle safe-
ty device you decide is best for your 
pet, it is very important that you 
take the time to get your pet used 
to it. For example, if you choose a 
pet travel crate/kennel -- set up the 
kennel inside of your home and let 
your pet go in and out of the kennel 
until he or she is comfortable with it. 
The investment in a vehicle pet safe-
ty device is well worth it if it means 
the peace of mind of pet parents, 
and the safety of their furry kids.

SOURCE TripsWithPets.com

Ring in the New Year with 10 free 
flowering trees by joining the Arbor 
Day Foundation any time during 
January 2017. 

By becoming a part of the non-
profit Arbor Day Foundation, new 
members will receive two Sargent 
crabapples, three American red-
buds, two Washington hawthorns, 
and three white flowering dog-
woods.

“These beautiful trees will beauti-
fy your home with lovely flowers of 

Celebrate the New Year with 10 free trees 
pink, yellow and white colors,” said 
Matt Harris, chief executive of the 
Arbor Day Foundation. 

The free trees will be shipped 
postpaid at the right time for plant-
ing, between Feb. 1 and May 31, with 
enclosed planting instructions. The 
6- to 12-inch tall trees are guaran-
teed to grow or they will be replaced 
free of charge. 

Members will also receive a sub-
scription to the Foundation’s bi-
monthly publication, Arbor Day, 

and The Tree Book, which includes 
information about tree planting and 
care.

To become a member of the Foun-
dation and to receive the free trees, 
send a $10 contribution to Ten Free 
Flowering Trees, Arbor Day Foun-
dation, 100 Arbor Avenue, Nebras-
ka City, NE 68410, by January 31, 
2017. Residents can also join online 
at arborday.org/january.

SOURCE Arbor Day Foundation
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their infor-
mation on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving 
Rambler will have accurate information. Listings are 
limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location 
and time. If an organization wishes to have more in-
formation than the free listing offers, we will continue 
to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Buttons & Bows Square 

& Round Dance Club 
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
DFW Scroller Saw Club

Last Saturday of each month
9:30 AM to 11:30 AM

Georgia Farrow Rec Center 530 Davis St.
www.dfwscrollers.net / 214-995-9270

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thursday of the month 

7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain

www.irvingarc.org
Irving AMBUCS

Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.
at Spring Creek BBQ

 Irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Second Tuesday each month @ 7:30 P.M.

132 E. Second St. Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm 
IHOP on Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Chateau on Wildbriar Lake

1515 Hard Rock Road
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS

* It was American philosopher George 
Santayana who made the following sage 
observation: “Language is like money, 
without which specific relative values may 
well exist and be felt, but cannot be reduced 
to a common denominator.”

* If you’re like me, you find it hard to resist 
a good book, and their abundant availability 
presents a problem: Good books are being 
published faster than they can be read. This 
leads to an extensive TBR (to-be-read) list, 
much of which is stacked on the bedside 
tables of readers the world over. (The 
introduction of ebooks has only worsened 
the problem; now the books stack up with 
no visual reminder of how many there are.) I 
don’t have a solution, but it may help to know 
that the Japanese have a word to describe 

this behavior. “Tsundoku” means “the acquiring of reading 
materials followed by letting them pile up and subsequently 
never reading them.” 

* Polar bears can grow to be massive, weighing more than 
2,000 pounds as adults. However, when they’re born, polar 
bear cubs weigh no more than a pound. 

* In January of 1914, the Ford Motor Company doubled 
workers’ wages, to $5 per day, stating, “We want those who 
have helped us to produce this great institution and are 
helping to maintain it to share our prosperity.” Describing this 
unprecedented move, The Wall Street Journal opined “[Ford 
has] committed economic blunders, if not crimes.” Confounding 
critics’ expectations, Ford doubled its profits within two years.

* Religious scholars know that they’ll find no mention of 
peanuts, cashews, pecans or macadamias in the Bible; the 
only nuts mentioned in that book are almonds and pistachios.

Thought for the Day: “The walls of books around him, dense 
with the past, formed a kind of insulation against the present 
world and its disasters.” -- Ross Macdonald

1. MOVIES: What animated movie featured 
“The Siamese Cat Song”?
2. TELEVISION: In the 1960s sitcom 
“Family Affair,” what was the name of 
Buffy’s doll?
3. GEOGRAPHY: Ardennes Forest in 
Belgium was the site of what major World 

War II battle?
4. HISTORY: What leading figure in America’s Revolutionary War took 
the pseudonym “Poor Richard” in his earlier writing?
5. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What is the more common name for the 
flower whose scientific name is papaver somniferum?
6. BUSINESS: How long did the New Coke formula last after it was 
introduced in 1985?
7. LITERATURE: What mystery writer created the character of Kay 
Scarpetta, medical examiner?
8. ASTRONOMY: Where is the Lowell Observatory located?
9. FOOD & DRINK: What grated cheese is named for the capital of 
Italy?
10. LANGUAGE: What is a more common name for an apiarist?

Answers
1. “Lady and the Tramp”
2. Mrs. Beasley
3. Battle of the Bulge
4. Benjamin Franklin
5. The opium poppy
6. Less than three months
7. Patricia Cornwell
8. Flagstaff, Ariz.
9. Romano
10. Beekeeper
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UNITY CHURCH
Unity of Irving

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class

11:00 AM Service
& Children’s Church

Reverend Frank Pounders
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-5083

unitychurchofirving.com

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third,  75060

972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Chapel
Second and fourth Sundays

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

First Church of Christ, Scientist
2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 75061

972-253-7202
www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-0476

access code 884879
For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.
972-790-8606 

www.BeltLineChurch.com

WORSHIP
Plymouth Park United

Methodist Church
1615 W. Airport Freeway Irving Tx

972-255-4185
www.ppumc.org

UNITED METHODIST

reading. 
“People who are big thinkers are 

big readers. You get a worldly view. 
You’re not narrow minded, and you 
think outside the box. I think it’s 
very important when you widen 
your horizons, but unfortunately 
people see reading as a chore. I’ll say 
that because I’m an educator, and I 
see it firsthand. It’s events like this 
that get [students] excited about 
reading again. 

“Librarianship has changed a 
whole lot over the years, but at the 
core of education is being able to 
read. If you don’t read for pleasure 
you’re not going to read the hard 

stuff.” 
The Texas Teen Book Festival 

committee is expecting close to 
12,000 people this year and will have 
a luncheon for the educators the day 
before the event, so the teachers and 
librarians will have an opportunity 
to hear from the authors. 

“The event is free to attend,” Mary 
Henson said. “Anyone is welcome to 
come and watch the panels and at-
tend the events. There are some side 
charges. If you bring a car or bus, it’s 
$5 to park per vehicle including bus-
ses. I also recommend the Orange 
Line for DART runs by the Conven-
tion Center.”

FESTIVAL
Continued from Page 1

RADIO
Continued from Page 1

out by Ethos Group, an Irving-based 
financial consulting company.

City manager Chris Hillman ex-
plained in a statement that the citi-
zens of Irving originally voted on the 
200,000+ square feet to be used for 
entertainment, restaurant, and re-
tail space only, and that allotting for 
office space would detract from the 
original plan the citizens voted on.

“The City of Irving and ARK con-
tractually agreed to the parameters 
of the Irving Music Factory project 
in 2015, and that included 100,000 
square feet of office space at ARK’s 
request to lease as they saw fit,” Hill-
man said. “ARK already has leased 
the entire 100,000 square feet of 
office. The focus of this project al-
ways has been on entertainment, 
retail, and restaurant. That is what 
our residents and businesses re-
quested, and our residents voted to 
approve. At this point, staff thought 
additional office space strayed from 
the initial intent of an entertainment 
district.”

Lazes will bring the leasing issue 
to the Council at their next meeting, 
which is scheduled for Thursday, 
Feb. 2. 

“[We plan] to go back at the next 
council meeting and try to get them 
to support it,” said Lazes. “We obvi-
ously have to have an office to work 
at.”

However, Lazes also added that 
the lack of an office and a radio sta-
tion should not affect the project’s 
completion deadline. The Music 
Factory is still set to open Labor 
Day, Sep. 4, of this year.

EVENT HALL RENTALS
IRVING ELKS LODGE #2334

2015 N. BRITAIN RD., IRVING, TX 75061
PLEASE CALL (972) 579-0005
FOR MORE INFORMATION.

SEATING FOR UP TO 230 PEOPLE, FULL SERVICE BAR.

PHOENIX – With the U.S. De-
partment of Education reporting 
that more than 40 percent of all 
borrowers are late or in default, it’s 
no wonder fake or unethical student 
debt relief companies are popping 
up everywhere.

“Borrowers are more stressed 
than ever before about repaying 
their loans,” said Sarah Hamilton, 
student loan supervisor for Take 
Charge America, a national non-
profit credit counseling and student 
loan counseling agency. “Scammers 
prey on their anxiety, promising to 
clear their debt for steep fees. Their 
best bet is to work directly with their 
student loan servicer or a nonprofit 
counselor to identify the best repay-
ment options.”

To help sort out the confusion, 
Hamilton offers signs of potential 
repayment scams:

Excessive Fees: Many scammers 
promise lower rates or debt elim-
ination in exchange for hefty fees 
ranging from $600 to $1,200. If you 
have federal student loans (which 
account for the vast majority of stu-
dent loans), you can manage the 
repayment process yourself for free 
at studentloans.gov. Or, if you want 
objective, one-on-one assistance 
navigating the system and working 
with loan servicers, you can seek 
guidance from a nonprofit student 
loan counseling agency for half the 
rate, and a much more comprehen-
sive service. 

High-Pressure Tactics: Scam-
mers may pressure you with “limit-
ed-time” or “exclusive” offers. Often, 
these companies put you into loan 
deferment or forbearance, which 
seems to solve the problem for the 
short term but doesn’t address the 
root issue. When it comes to student 
loan repayment, there aren’t any 
special deals.

Instant Forgiveness: A prom-
ise of instant loan forgiveness or 
“Obama forgiveness” is irresistible. 
Scammers may ask for your pri-
vate data and charge a fee, which 
seems a small price to pay to wipe 
out debt. In reality, instant forgive-
ness doesn’t exist, and any promis-
es should serve as red flags. In very 
rare cases some borrowers with 
permanent disability can obtain for-
giveness, but that involves detailed 
monitoring and can only be granted 
directly through the Department of 
Education. Forgiveness programs 
for public service employees, non-
profit workers and teachers are 
available, yet they require 5 to 10 
years of service within the industry. 
Moreover, most for-profit organiza-

Steer clear of student loan scammers with 
hollow promises, high-pressure tactics

tions don’t even bring up legitimate 
forgiveness programs because they 
can’t turn a quick profit. 

Power of Attorney: Scammers 
may tell you they require power of 
attorney to reduce your debt, which 
enables them to alter your student 
loans without your consent. If au-
thorization falls in the wrong hands, 
it could cause irreversible damage.

Unsolicited Assistance: If you re-
ceive cold calls from so-called relief 

companies, steer clear. Your student 
loan servicer will not contact you in 
an unsolicited manner, nor will a 
nonprofit counseling agency.

Credibility: Fly-by-night compa-
nies will not be listed with the Better 
Business Bureau or other services 
assessing the credibility of an or-
ganization. If you are considering 
assistance from a third party, verify 
with the BBB first at bbb.org. 

SOURCE Take Charge America, Inc.

Volunteers discuss details of the upcoming North Texas Book Festival. / Photo by Vaughn-zel 
Lloyd



Page 8 January 21, 2017     www.RamblerNewspapers.com

By Ariel Graham
Homeowners found lots of in-

spiration and plenty of new ideas 
during the Las Colinas Home Show 
held at the Irving Convention Center 
on Jan. 14 - 15.

This year marks the 6th year of 
the show, which is put on by Texas 
Home & Garden. The show allowed 
homeowners to meet one-on-one 
with professionals who could an-
swer questions about their latest 
home projects and renovations. 
Over 100 different vendors from the 
Dallas/Fort Worth area and across 

Las Colinas Home Show brings new products 
and surprising new ideas to homeowners

the country came out to showcase 
the latest in home design, décor, and 
appliances. The exhibitions ranged 
from exterior windows and siding, 
gardening and maintenance, and 
kitchen and bath remodeling. 

This year’s guest speaker was 
Joey Green, best-selling author of 
“Last-Minute Survival Secrets,”“-
Cleaning Magic,”“Magical Health 
Remedies” and other titles. Green 
was on hand all weekend showcas-
ing, “Wacky Uses for Brand Name 
Products.” Green said he got his 
start by writing ads for Burger King. 

When he and his team were tasked 
with coming up with alternate uses 
for Nestea iced tea, he was amazed 
all the various uses people came up 
with for the tea.

“Right then and there, I realized 
that all this information belongs in a 
book, because people write in to the 
companies all the time with their 
unusual uses for the products, and 
companies never advertise this in-
formation,” Green said. 

Green then went on to demon-
strate several unusual uses for com-
mon household objects, such as pol-
ishing furniture with Spam, using 
Doritos chips as fire kindling (and 
then using baking soda to put out 
the fire), and creating a homemade 
deer repellent with a bar of Irish 
Spring soap. 

The Rockaway Company, a kitch-
en and bathroom remodeling com-
pany from Fort Worth, has been 
an exhibitor at the Las Colinas 
Home Show since the show began 
in 2011. Lori Boyter-Thombs from 
Rockaway said that the show usual-
ly brings out a mix of customers in 
various stages of home remodeling. 

“A lot of people [who come to the 
show] are just collecting ideas for 
the future, and a lot of people are 
thinking of building a new house or 
are in the middle of a new build who 
want to get ideas,” Boyter-Thombs 
said.

Many times, show goers know 

precisely what they are looking for 
and who to ask. Joe Hernandez with 
DFW Remodeling said that most of 
the time, the crowds he encounters 
come in with a good idea of what 
they already want and just need a 
little help putting it all together.

“[The crowds] are here, they’re 
ready, and they know what they 
want,” Hernandez said. “They’re 
here with a purpose, and they’re 
looking for somebody just like us to 
help them out or to get their proj-
ects and ideas on paper and make it 
come to life.”

However, the show can often pro-
vide surprises for home owners as 
well. Skylar Talbott is the National 

Director of Events for Champion 
Windows, a window installation 
service in Fort Worth. Talbott said 
that while the company does good 
business year round, the home show 
also helps to bring in customers that 
normally would not be considering 
new windows. 

“I think we do a lot of business 
here with folks who maybe didn’t 
walk in thinking ‘I’m going to get an 
estimate on windows and doors,’” 
Talbot said. “But it catches their 
attention, and they want to learn 
more. We can walk them in and 
show them all the different prod-
ucts. It really makes a difference.”

At its meeting in December, the 
Irving ISD Board of Trustees voted 
unanimously to pursue District of 
Innovation (DOI) status. This des-
ignation grants high-performing 
school districts like Irving ISD the 
opportunity to create a local innova-
tion plan with more flexible options, 
including some exemptions from 

Irving ISD to pursue District 
of Innovation Designation

state regulations previously offered 
only to charter schools. 

Districts with a DOI designation 
could have more flexibility in terms 
of school start dates and hiring prac-
tices. For example, the latter would 
allow the district to offer dual credit 
courses taught by college professors 
who do not necessarily have state 

teaching certification at the high 
school level and to hire industry 
experts who may not hold a tradi-
tional teaching certification to teach 
in tough-to-fill career and technical 
education courses. 

The board will appoint an advi-
sory committee comprised of mem-
bers from the District Improvement 
Committee, Superintendent Solu-
tions Council (current and former 
teachers of the year) and the com-
munity. The committee will devel-
op recommendations, which will 
be incorporated into a plan that will 
be presented to the school board in 
April. To view the proposed timeline 
for the Irving ISD District of Inno-
vation process, visit www.irvingisd.
net/DOI.

SOURCE Irving ISD

Irving ISD will be represented by 
14 Singley Academy students at the 
YMCA Youth and Government State 
Conference Jan. 26-29 in Austin. 
Students earned the bids to the state 
competition at the district confer-
ence, held Nov. 19 in Duncanville. 
Results are as follows:

Top Judge – Julia Portillo
Trial Court Rankings
11th – Ruht Lovos, M.J. Rosas, 

Katy Saravia, Arwa Jafferji
13th – Alexa De La Fuente, Isaac 

Hernandez, Priscilla Lopez, Noor 
Riyal

Students qualify for 
state competition

14th – Lizette Cavazos, Chelsey 
Yarofalmeg, Diana Uribe

16th – Thomas Aguilar, Glenda 
Henriques, Priscilla Lopez.

SOURCE Irving ISD

After completing a social skills 
lesson on compassion, students at 
Thomas Haley Elementary School 

Thomas Haley 
students on a mission

decided to come together to help 
others in needs. 

“Compassion Project” was 
launched as a school-wide donation 
drive for a local charity. The school 
partnered with Brighter Tomorrows 
for the initiative, an agency that pro-
vides shelter to victims of domes-
tic violence. Two student groups, 
Boys 2 Men and Polished Pebbles, 
helped coordinate the efforts, and 
in all, students donated 313 winter 
items including coats, scarves, hats, 
gloves, blankets and socks for chil-
dren and young adults.

SOURCE Irving ISD

Doritos help Joey Green to start a fire during the Las Colinas Home Show, a practice 
which is generally frowned upon. / Photo by Ariel Graham


