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By Joe Snell, Shirley A. Jones
Johnny Lee Combs was a 

custom furniture builder in 
Stephenville when his house 
and belongings were de-
stroyed in a fire. Since then, 
he has settled in his former 
home of Irving, where he 
travels either by DART or on 
foot to his current job. Combs 
is saving for a car and even-
tual return to his old life in 
Stephenville. Like many in 
the Irving area, Combs’ situ-
ation highlights a larger mis-
conception about the greater 
homeless population.

“We don’t want readers, 
citizens or business owners 
to stereotype homeless and 
say that none of them can be 
productive citizens,” Combs 
said. “They’re fair and they’re 
compassionate.”

On Thursday, Dec. 8, 
Combs was among 75 indi-
viduals who were preparing 
to receive hot meals from 
Many Helping Hands, a min-
istry made up of nine local 
congregations that distrib-
utes weekly meals for home-
less individuals, as well as 
helps these individuals find 
items such as warm clothing 
and sleeping bags. 

“Everybody falls on hard 
times,” said Lanell McDowell, 
volunteer at Many Helping 
Hands. “I’m helping some-
body who can’t help himself. 
I don’t want to enable them, 
but want to give them an op-
portunity. It blesses me.”

MIGRATION TO
IRVING
Back in March, Dallas city 

officials moved to shut down 
the homeless encampment 
known as Tent City. The lo-
cation was home to about 
300 people under Interstate 
45. Since then, some of these 
individuals have migrated to 
Irving to seek housing and 
other services.

Laurie Reeter-Brown, long 
time resident of downtown 
Irving, cites the downtown 
area’s easy access to bus and 
train routes as one reason for 
the migration.

“It’s a walkable area,” Reet-

By Jess Paniszczyn
The Irving Ambucs wel-

comed the New Year with 
their fourth annual Feed the 
Homeless lunch in the park-
ing lot of the Human Services 
Building on South Nursery 
Road. Everyone in need of 
a hot hamburger meal was 
invited to start off 2017 with 
food and friendship. 

By Matthew Pedersen
A special celebration was 

hosted in the heart of down-
town Irving late Saturday 
night, Dec. 17. The Texas 
Musicians Museum held its 
second annual Mistletoe Ball, 
bringing together artists, mu-
sicians, and music lovers to 
welcome the Holidays with a 
night of food and live perfor-
mances. 

The performances exem-
plified the museum’s mission 
to not only preserve Texas’ 
musical heritage, but to cre-

Lunch starts New Year off right for those in need
“I have never volunteered 

here before, but I always 
wanted to. So I brought my 
brother, daughter, grand-
daughter, nephew, and my 
best friend,” Rosalind Gip-
son, one of the roughly 20 
volunteers, said. “We are all 
here together, and we are all 
thankful to be here. I feel so 
good feeding people today. 

It’s a pleasure. Everyone’s 
real happy.

“It makes me feel really 
good to serve people, because 
I’m giving back to somebody 
who ain’t got. I ain’t got none 
neither, but for them to not be 
able to have a roof over their 

heads and to be able to have 
a meal, and I can be a part of 
giving them something, is a 
blessing.”

An artist and musician 
by trade, Wesley Lemont 
has been homeless for two 
months. His name appears 

on a mural outside the Irving 
Art Center, and his work has 
been included in shows in San 
Diego. Now he is available for 
hire for whatever manual la-
bor he can find.

“I’m happy this event hap-
pened,” Lemont said. “It gives 

us food to eat for one more 
day, so we can stay alive for 
one more day. I’m very grate-
ful.

“I know once the cold 
weather ends, once spring 
comes, it will be a little bit 
easier to do things. Right now 
we’re just trying to survive 
day by day and stay warm 
and stay alive.

“One group that has been 
really helpful to me per-
sonally and my friends is 
Many Helping Hands. I am 
so grateful to them, because 
when it was freezing, they put 
us up in a motel room. They 
told the police we had a room, 
so if the police saw anybody 
who was outside, homeless, 
they could bring them too, so 
they wouldn’t freeze. There 
were three nights of freez-
ing weather just recently. I 
wouldn’t have survived with-
out them. I am very grateful 
to them,” he said.

Homeless since 2012, Sha-

Non-profits join to
help homeless people

er-Brown said. “You have 
businesses, you have stores, 
restaurants, parks, and res-
idential all together. It’s a 
miniature city. In the Heri-
tage District, everything you 
want is just basically right 
there.”

Steve Allen, another volun-
teer at Many Helping Hands, 
is worried that closing tent 
cities in downtown Irving 
would not solve the problem 
but instead move it to neigh-

boring localities. 
“They’re sweeping the 

problem away when they’ve 
shut down their tent cities,” 
Allen said. “So another tent 
city has opened up a few 
blocks away, almost literal-
ly. That’s what my concern 
would be here, is that we 
would sweep them out of 
downtown and then they 
would end up in the Irving 
High School area. Then we 
would sweep them out of 

there, and they would just 
move to 183. That helps the 
businesses in downtown, but 
that doesn’t help the situa-
tion.”

COOPERATION 
AMONG THE CITY’S 
NON-PROFITS

Homeless individuals who 
live in Dallas but travel into 
Irving for the day to take ad-
vantage of the city’s services 

Museum celebrates 
music, musicians 
during Misletoe Ball

ate venues that allow local 
bands to help that heritage 
grow.

Thomas “TK” Kreason, Ex-
ecutive Director and Curator 
for the Texas Musicians Mu-
seum, spoke about the event.

“It’s kind of our way of 
celebrating Christmas with 
music, and we bring in some 
really great musicians,” Krea-
son said. “It creates a really 
wonderful atmosphere for 
music here. People can come 
out and they can either get 
some food or they can just lis-
ten to some music.”

“Tonight’s entertainment 
is a gentleman named Jackie 
Don Loe. He kind of assem-
bled a special band for to-
night; it’s called Jackie Don 
Loe and the Christmas Orna-
ments. It’s kind of a fun name. 
That made for some fun, and 
that’s the whole thing about 
music, we don’t get too seri-
ous. We love to have fun,” he 
said.

Jackie Don Loe, guitarist, 
talked about the unique at-
mosphere the museum has 
for its performers.

“It’s always an honor be-
cause I believe there’s a spir-
it here, and they take care of 
us,” Loe said. “It’s always a 
good time to have music here. 
Any musician that plays here 
will tell you, there’s some kind 
of energy here that makes you 
want to play better, and you 
do play better.

“This place doesn’t have 
TV, or dart boards, or pool ta-
bles to distract from the ven-
ue. It’s a real venue for music. 
The people are here for the 

Sharing a meal on a beautiful day, volunteers line up to serve anyone who might be hungry the first lunch of 
the year. / Photo by John Starkey

Jackie Don Loe keeps the music lively during the Mistletoe Ball. / Photo by 
Matt Petersen
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ron is a survivor. 
“It’s really nice of these people to 

do this,” Sharon said of the meal. 
“Sometimes people might miss 

a paycheck and not have enough 
food on the table. I never go hungry. 
Food is plentiful. Clean and new, 
it is just thrown away. People just 
throw things away.”

Among the things Sharon had 
with her was a pet bed with the store 
tags still attached; however, one of 
the seams was torn.

“That is brand-new. It has a little 
rip in it. I will sew it, and I will make 

$10 on it,” Sharon said. “There is no 
shame in my game.

“You shouldn’t judge people, be-
cause I’ve been to college. I’ve been 
to school. I’ve had good jobs. I’ve 
had new cars. I’ve had new houses. 
I’ve sold new houses. 

“I’m happy. It’s a beautiful day. I 

don’t want for anything. I might not 
look gorgeous and all that, but I do 
clean up nicely,” she said.

The lunch was made possible by 
the Wilkerson’s Group, which owns 
the four Sonic Drive-In’s and donat-
ed enough food and supplies to feed 
400 people.

Embassy of Christ hosts Christmas party for children in need
By Matthew Pedersen

The holidays present special chal-
lenges to many families; challenges 
they may not be prepared to face. 

Parents who find themselves in-
carcerated have problems to spare, 
one of which is the happiness of 
their children as they are forced to 
spend Christmas apart. Embassy of 
Christ and the Angel Tree Prison 
Ministry joined together in a part-
nership to help these families, pro-
viding gifts for kids who may have 
otherwise gone without Christmas 
presents.

To help honor those who stepped 
up as caregivers for the kids, as well 
as those who donated items to the 
cause, the Embassy of Christ held 
a special evening of entertainment, 
creating a new annual event called 
“A Night to Remember.”

Sharon Zachery, Church Admin-
istrator at Embassy of Christ and 
Coordinator for Angel Tree Prison 
Ministry in Irving, spoke about the 
event.

“Angel Tree Prison Ministry con-
tacted us, letting us know that there 
were some children who were not 
being reached,” Zachery said. “The 
[children] were going to miss out 
on Christmas, because they had no 

one to cater to them or deliver them 
Christmas gifts. So we decided we 
would go and take those children on. 

“We were able to get some do-
nations from Target, Toys R Us, 
and we also had a lot of donations 
from our ministry. The children are 
children of incarcerated parents. 
They’re here primarily with a care-
giver. The gifts that we are giving 
them are ones that their parent, the 
incarcerated one, has suggested that 
they would be interested in. We fol-
low up with the caregiver, as well 
as the child, to make sure that they 
have a great Christmas,” she said.

Zachery then mentioned how the 
caregiver response was to the char-
ity and the event.

“I am holding back the tears,” she 
said. “There are no words, really, for 
me to express. Even when I initial-
ly began to contact the caregivers 
here in Irving, the response was 
overwhelming. They are so grateful 
that we have taken the time to have 
a party in their honor, because this 
is to honor them as well as the chil-
dren.” 

Zachery went on to talk about 
how her team wanted the event to 
be a lasting and dependable source 
of joy for the children benefitting 

from it.
“We wanted this to be a big event, 

like we said, a Night to Remember. 
Many of these kids would not have 
a Christmas otherwise. Many of the 
caretakers have told us, were it not 
for this event the children would 
have woken up Christmas morning 
with no gifts at all,” Zachery said.

The event was an impressive dis-
play of entertainment, featuring 
church singers, Christian rappers, 
and even an award ceremony cel-
ebrating some of the group’s most 
generous givers. Surprisingly, Zach-
ery said that they had very little time 
to organize the event.

“To be honest, I started contact-
ing parents within the cities that I 
am responsible for in November. 
Our church decided to have this 
event the latter part of November. 
We’ve had less than two months to 
prepare. What we will be doing go-
ing forward, now that we know that 
this is going to be an annual event, 
we’ll start preparing, because those 
children that we are contacting, we 
want to remain in their lives for 
school. We want to have a presence 
in their lives, so they’ll know that we 
aren’t just a church in the communi-
ty that really cares,” she said.

The event this year helped over 
200 kids have a very special Christ-
mas, but Zachery, the Embassy of 
Christ, and Angel Tree have ambi-
tious goals for the future. Zachery 
gave some details on what will be 
happening with next year’s event.

“Going forward, we will be plan-
ning much more in advance so that 
we can make it even bigger. Our 
pastor has mentioned that next year 
we won’t have it in this facility; we’ll 
probably rent something, because 

we will be wanting about a thousand 
people in attendance.

“For the pastor to give me this 
open platform, to be able to reach 
out to the Irving community, has 
just been overwhelming,” she said. 
“I am so thankful for what Angel 
Tree does. I am so thankful that 

they not only care for those individ-
uals that are incarcerated, but that 
they are finding a way to reach out 
to their families. They are a faith 
based organization as well, and they 
encourage churches and other orga-
nizations to develop a relationship 
with the community.”

Ready to ride, volunteers help a homeless person secure her New Years lunch to her 
bicycle before she sets off. / Photo by John Starkey

Members of the Irving Ambucs are joined by other giving volunteers on New Year’s 
Day. / Photo by John Starkey
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for a sweet, loving senior boy, come on over and visit.

Scotty
Hi there! My name is Scotty. I'm about 7-8 years old, and was 

brought in because apparently I'm not good with chickens. Surely you 
will agree that was an unfair test. I'm sure there are lots of dogs that 
would fail that home test. I'm a big boy that definitely has the sweet 
personality of a lab. I'm good with children and other dogs. I also know 
some commands. So if you room in your heart, and chicken-free home 

Jerry
Hey man! This is Jerry here. I'm 2 years 

old, and I'm pretty easy on the eyes. I've 
got some awesome gray and white fur. I'm 
laid back, easy going, chill, name any other 
adjective to describe relaxed. I'm all about 
the head scratches, and sometimes I like 
to hang out in your lap and just enjoy the 
lush life. You really need to come meet me 
to get the full effect. You'll like what you see. 
I guarantee it.

By Matthew Pedersen
Several presentations, speeches, 

and panel discussions were pre-
sented during the State of Hispanic 
Business in North Texas, an event 
meant to inform and educate the 
members, partners, and associates 
of various area Hispanic Cham-
ber of Commerce organizations. 
The conference, held Dec. 8 at the 
Omni Mandalay Hotel in Irving, 
welcomed a large turnout of people 
eager to hear how minority owned 
businesses would continue to grow 
in the years to come.

Sean Donahue, Chief Executive 
Officer of the DFW International 
Airport, gave the opening speech.

Hispanic people, businesses integral to economy
“I think you all recognize that our 

focus at the airport on small minori-
ty and women owned businesses is 
one of our top priorities. It’s going to 
continue to be a priority.” Donahue 
said. “It is our responsibility, given 
that we are a $37 billion economic 
engine for the region. We take the 
stewardship of providing opportu-
nities to small minority and women 
owned businesses very seriously.

“It’s good business to reach out to 
our community partners. It makes 
good business sense, and it makes 
our airport even stronger for the 
community.” 

The DFW Airport itself hosts great 
diversity in its workforce, a fact that 

Donahue explains reaches up to the 
Board of Directors.

“We have great Hispanic rep-
resentation throughout the entire 
organization of the DFW Airport. 
We’re proud that we have three 
board members, Henry Barbola, 
Regina Montoya, and Bridget Lo-
pez, who serve on our board, and 
obviously with our executive team 
and senior team,” he said.

Donahue also mentioned the suc-
cess that the DFW Airport enjoyed 
this past year.

“We just wrapped up the year on 
Sep. 30, and it was another record 
setting year for the airport,” he said. 
“We served almost 66 million cus-

tomers. We continue to be one of 
the largest airports in the world, in 
terms of traffic, in terms of growth. 

“We have a tremendous focus 
on international growth, and when 
you look at what is your largest in-
ternational market, by a wide, wide 
margin, it is Mexico. Forty percent 
of our international traffic between 
DFW and international locations 
goes to Mexico. Mexico is the larg-
est trading partner with the state of 
Texas, so it only makes sense that 
we have a large share of air traffic 
with Mexico.” 

Moe Vela, founder of the Vela 
Group LLC and former aide at the 
White House, also spoke at the con-
ference, and expressed just how per-
sonal the subject of Hispanic busi-
ness success is to him.

“I am here because, as far as I 
am concerned, the most important 
thing for the future of our nation is 
the Latin Community,” Vela said. “It 
is the future of our nation, and Lati-
no businesses are the future of our 
nation. This is a personal visit for 
me, very personal. I’m proud to be a 
fourth-generation Tejano.” 

Unity has always been a goal of 
Vela, even when he was working un-
der Vice President Al Gore.

“When I was Al Gore’s CFO and 
Senior Advisor on Latino Affairs, ev-
erybody in the White House would 
say, ‘What do you mean you’re in-
viting the U.S. Spanish Chamber of 
Commerce, they’re all Republicans,’ 
and I said, ‘It’s the right thing to do.’ 

I believe the right thing for us to do 
is to unite and come together, re-
gardless of who we vote for,” he said.

Following the statements regard-
ing Hispanic immigrants made by 
President-Elect Trump early in the 
2016 election, many in the nation 
feel uncertain about the future of 
the Latin community within the U.S. 
Vela states that, regardless of what 
rhetoric is used, the Latin commu-
nity will continue to be a strong, 
productive portion of the U.S. pop-
ulation.

“I don’t know where the hell they 
think we Latinos are going,” Vela 
said. “We’re not going anywhere. 
We’re not. We are such an integral 
part of this economy in the U.S. that 
without us, it would collapse. The 
future of this country is bleak if you 
think that we can’t be, or shouldn’t 
be, a part of it.” 

It was in this same spirit that Steve 
Donahue made his closing remarks, 
stating that the DFW Airport will 
continue to be a strong supporter of 
their diverse and active partners. 

“In this environment, it is more 
important than ever that there is 
certainty,” Donahue said. “It is more 
important than ever to make sure 
that people have confidence in us. 
We are going to support all our part-
ners. If there is one message that I 
can leave you with today, it is that 
we will continue to support you. We 
will do our best. In today’s environ-
ment, we hope to be a sanctuary for 
all of our partners.”

AUSTIN, Texas — Texas nursing 
homes are underfunded and facing 
a crisis, but that’s no surprise to Tex-
ans.

A recent survey conducted by 
Opinion Access, a NY-based polling 
firm, thru support from the Ameri-
can Health Care Association shows 
that 81 percent of Texans agree 
nursing homes in Texas are facing a 
crisis, because the state is not ade-
quately funding them.

“These results are alarming, but 
not surprising,” said Kevin War-
ren, president and CEO of the Tex-
as Health Care Association, which 
advocates for better skilled nursing 
care. “Texas has shortchanged se-
niors now for nearly 20 years, and 
the strain is really starting to show.” 

To the 41 percent of Texans who 
reported visiting a skilled nursing 
facility in the last year, the issue is 
personal. The evidence of the state’s 
chronic underfunding of long term 
care is abundant.

High staff turnover, as much as 94 
percent for registered nurses, means 
there’s always a new face taking care 
of loved ones. Current funding levels 
make it difficult to invest in facility 
renovations or new equipment. A 
recent in-depth study of nursing 
home inspections shows as nursing 
home care continues to improve 
across the nation, Texas is lagging. 
Texas posted a nearly 20-percent in-
crease in the total number of health 
deficiencies cited in nursing home 
surveys and a 3-percent increase 
in severe deficiencies from 2010 to 
2014.

“Texas can do better than that,” 
Warren said. “The good news out of 
this poll is that 74 percent of Texans 
say funding for nursing homes to 
care for low-income seniors is just 
as important as spending on trans-
portation, water and education. 
We’ve got the will to fix this.”

The poll also revealed 80 percent 
of Texans say they support lawmak-
ers who oppose additional Medicaid 
cuts to nursing homes and that the 
state should look elsewhere to bal-
ance the budget. “Texans are fiscal 
conservatives, but they think it’s im-
portant to look after the elderly and 
most vulnerable among us,” Warren 
said. 

Other findings from the survey 
include: 

58 percent of Texans say they 
would be less likely to vote for a 
legislator who voted to cut millions 
in Medicaid payments to nursing 
homes and skilled nursing centers

Nursing homes at tipping point
79 percent would support a pro-

posal to allow Texas nursing homes 
to receive additional funding from 
the federal government without 
costing the state budget

65 percent say insurance compa-
nies should not be allowed to dis-
continue contracting with nursing 
homes possibly forcing residents 
covered by these companies to move 
to another facility

70 percent believe a nursing 
should be allowed to correct errors 
before being fined

And 53 percent oppose changing 

the law to allow someone with a 
concealed handgun license to carry 
a concealed handgun in a nursing 
home. 

Warren said his organization will 
use this new data as they prepare for 
the start of the 85th Texas Legisla-
ture in January. 

“We’ve got innovative plans to 
improve the quality of care in Tex-
as nursing homes that won’t cost a 
penny of the state’s general fund,” 
Warren said. “This is a crisis that 
Texas can easily avoid.” 

SOURCE Texas Health Care Association

music. They aren’t like watching 
sports and the music is in the back-
ground; the music is in the fore-
ground,” he said.

Thomas Kreason mentioned how 
this devotion to music by Texas citi-
zens has allowed the state to become 
unique in its achievements and his-
tory.

“Texas has the most unique and 
special history, related to music, 
than any other place in the world,” 
Kreason said. “If you were to take 
a look at Texas as if it were its own 
country, as a lot of people would like 
to do, and use it as a way to compare 
it to all the other countries around 
the world on musical accomplish-
ments, Texas would lead in a lot of 
categories. There is no place on the 
Earth where music has evolved and 
developed like it has here.

Kreason also talked about how 
the museum has continued to grow 
and develop into a center for local 
musicians to flock to.

“We kind of feel like we’re a com-
munity center now here for musi-
cians, not only around in the area 
for the DFW and Irving, but also for 
the state of Texas,” he said. “We’ve 
utilized this place to help in all sorts 
of ways, celebrating birthdays, but 
also people who have passed away. 

We have memorial services here. 
Musicians never really had a place 
like that. It’s one of those great 
things about this, that came out of 
this whole thing that we didn’t real-
ly plan, but which was a great piece 
that kind of developed.”

Jan Sikes, an author and volun-
teer at the Texas Musicians Muse-
um, talked about why she originally 
became involved with the museum.

“My husband was a lifetime musi-
cian and song writer, and he passed 
away in 2009, leaving behind a lot 
of memorabilia,” Sikes said. “I tried 
to figure out what to do with it, and 
that’s when somebody directed me 
to TK. At the time, he didn’t have 
this place yet. So, at the time there 
wasn’t an outlet, but we just became 
very good friends. Then, as they got 
this building and started working 
on it, I ended up spending a lot of 
time here and helping them, getting 
ready for the grand opening, and 
I’ve been here ever since.

“You know, the people of Irving 
are so lucky to have this here, and 
so many people still don’t know that 
it’s here. They’ve got a gem right in 
the middle of their city, and they 
need to embrace it, support it, be 
sponsors, volunteers, or just come 
by,” she said.

Freelancers
Needed

Rambler Newspapers is currently 
seeking inquisitive individuals 

with experience in:
Editing - Writing 

- Photography
To apply send resume, clips and 

image samples to: 
staceys@ramblernewspapers.net

For more information
call  972-870-1992

WORSHIP ADS
To list your house of worship

call 972-870-1992
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2016: A year to remember - part 1
A small collage of photos reminds us of the good times that filled 2016 from 
January to March of last year. Despite all the disappointments and upheavals of 
last year, so many good things came to us all it truly was ‘a year to remember.’
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Rambler Newspapers is currently seeking outgoing individuals who enjoy working 
closely with community business leaders.

Requirements: Personal Transportation & Valid Driver’s License and Insurance
Preferred Skills Include: prior Sales Experience (not retail) & Basic Computer 

Skills and willingness to establish and maintain profitable relationships with customers. 
For more information call 972-870-1992.

Outside Sales Representatives Wanted

EMPLOYMENT

CLASSIFIEDS
LEGALS

RENTALS

EVENT HALL RENTALS
IRVING ELKS LODGE #2334

2015 N. BRITAIN RD., IRVING, TX 75061
PLEASE CALL (972) 579-0005
FOR MORE INFORMATION.

SEATING FOR UP TO 230 PEOPLE, FULL SERVICE BAR.

A S S O C I AT E  M E C H A N I C A L 
ENGINEER: Abbott Diagnostics 
division of Abbott Labs in Irving, TX 
seeks qualified Assoc. Mech. Engineer. 
Bachelor’s in mechanical engg or 
closely related field req’d w/ industrial &/
or academic background in (i) preparing 
3D models, sketches, layouts, drawings 
& other product specs, using I-DEAS 
CAD & Solid Works software; (ii) 
designing complex 3D parts, using 
design & doc control to create, review & 
approve engg design & spec changes; 
(iii) utilizing knowledge of machine 
shop processes such as milling, drilling, 
surface grinding & sawing to review 
& evaluate instrument design; & (iv) 
performing complex engg calculations 
& analyses inc l  force,  torque, 
structural, thermal & dimensional 
tolerance analysis, sensitivity analysis 
& design optimization studies, incl. 
the following: linear & nonlinear finite 
element analysis (FEA) using Ansys 
incl. structural, thermal & vibration 
FEA; dimensional tolerance analysis; 
& thermal, vibration & force testing to 
validate results of theoretical & finite 
element analyses. An EOE. Respond 
by mail to Abbott Laboratories, Dept. 
32RC, Bldg. AP6A, 100 Abbott Park 
Rd, Abbott Park IL 60064-3500.  Refer 
to ad code: ABT-00526-KE

Multiple Open Positions at
Adept Computer
Consultants, Inc.

Master’s+1 yr exp. /Bachelor’s+5 
yrs .  exp. /equiv. :  WebSphere 
Developer  (AWSD16) WebSphere 
DataPower, WebSphere MQ, ESQL, 
Java, XML, Unix.  QA Analyst 
(AQAA16):ASP.Net, SQL, Java, 
Quality Center, ALM, QTP. .Net 
Developer (ACCN16): C#.NET, ASP.
NET, MS-SQL, VC++, AJAX, HTML, 
SQL server. Oracle Developer 
(AOD16): Oracle SOA Suite, 
Oracle application server, Oracle, 
Web Logic, SQL, Shell Scripting, 
HTML, XML, SOAP, Java.

Mail resumes with Job ID# to: HR, 1303 
W. Walnut Hill Lane, Suite 360, Irving, 
TX 75038. Travel to unanticipated 
worksites throughout U.S. Foreign 
equiv. accepted.

Eco-Site is proposing to construct 
a 110-foot overall height monopole 
telecommunications structure near 
3714 W. Pioneer Drive, Irving, Dallas 
County, Texas. The tower will not be 
lighted. Eco-site invites comments from 
any interested party on the impact the 
proposed undertaking may have on any 
districts, sites, buildings, structures or 
objects significant in American history, 
archaeology, engineering, or culture 
that are listed or determined eligible 
for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places. Comments pertaining 
specifically to historic resources may 
be sent to Environmental Corporation 
of America, ATTN: Dina Bazzill, 1375 
Union Hill Industrial Court, Suite A, 
Alpharetta, Georgia 30004. Ms. Bazzill 
can be reached at (770) 667-2040 ext. 
111. Comments must be received within 
30 days of the date of this notice. S3213

Looking for Nichole Momack
W/F age 32, born Jan.’84. Graduated HS 
class of 2002, Brownsboro High School, 
Brownsboro, TX. Last known address 
was in Irving, TX  Contact 469-547-1262

(972) 870-1992 
laurier@ramblernewspapers.netOBITUARIES

DEATH NOTICES

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

 David L. Powell, Sr. - Jan. 2, 1943 - Dec. 22, 2016
 Shirley F. Brady - Jul. 1, 1922 - Dec. 27, 2016

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

 Baby Skaria - Aug. 16, 1940 - Jan. 3, 2017

Lauren Roses of Grand Prairie 
peacefully passed away surround-
ed by her family on December 28, 
2016. Lauren was born on June 9, 
1995 to Mike Roses and Julie Den-
ton of Grand Prairie, Texas. Lauren 
grew up in Irving and attended Belt-
line Road Church of Christ.  She is 
preceded in death by grandfathers 
Bill Roses and Mason Denton. Left 
to cherish her memory are mother 
Julie Denton and father Mike Ros-
es; brother Kelson Roses; sister Sar-
ah Roses; grandmothers Polly Roses 
and Frances Denton and numerous 
aunts, uncles, cousins and very close 
friends. Lauren enjoyed road trips 
and spending time with friends 
and family especially with Doll, her 
adorable cat. A unique part of Lau-
ren’s character was her gracious 
spirit and constant concern about 
others’ well-being before her own. 
She always accepted people just the 
way they are and didn’t expect any-
one to change on her behalf. The 
family received friends from 6:00 to 
8:00 PM on Friday, December 30, 
2016 at Brown’s Memorial Funeral 

Home. A funeral service was held at 
10:00 AM on Saturday, December 
31, 2016 at Beltline Road Church 
of Christ, 102 N. Beltline Road in 
Irving with Drew Battistelli offici-
ating. Interment followed at 3:00 
PM at Detroit Cemetery in Detroit, 
Texas with Buddy Eddins officiat-
ing. Memorial donations may be 
made to The Scleroderma Founda-
tion at www.scleroderma.org. One 
of Lauren’s favorite phrases was 
“Just Keep Swimming” and she tru-
ly hoped that everyone will do just 
that.

LAUREN ROSES

Andrew Joseph “Sonny” Gon-
zales, age 64 of Colleyville, Texas, 
passed away on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 27, 2016. He was born in Dal-
las, and raised in Irving, attending 
MacArthur High School. After high 
school, he began a career in painting 
and construction, and was dedicat-
ed to his profession until the time of 
his death. Not only did he go above 
and beyond to meet and exceed his 
clients expectations, but developed 
lifelong relationships with them 
– almost becoming a part of their 
families. He had a passion for soft-
ball, umpiring and his work, but 
above all, he had a love of helping 
others. He didn’t seek recognition, 
he helped others before himself 
and mentored many students. His 
jokester attitude, sense of helping 
others and love of family and friends 
will be deeply missed. He is preced-
ed in death by his father, Concep-
cion Gonzales. He is survived by his 
mother, Elizabeth Gonzales, and 
four siblings Frank Gonzales and 
wife, Tammy, of Arkansas; Rose-
marie René and husband, Oscar, of 

Irving; Henry Gonzales and wife, 
Sandra, of Irving; and Michael Gon-
zales and wife, Nancy, of Irving, and 
numerous nieces and nephews. Vis-
itation with the family will be on 
Friday, January 6, at 6:30 p.m. at 
Chism-Smith Funeral Home in Ir-
ving, with a rosary following at 7:30 
p.m. Funeral services will be held on 
Saturday, January 7, at 1:00 
p.m. at Holy Family of Nazareth 
Catholic Church in Irving. In lieu of 
flowers, the family is requesting that 
donations be made to St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital and the 
American Heart Association.

ANDREW JOSEPH “SONNY” GONZALES

Memorial services for Dr. Samu-
el C. Jernigan, 87, of Dallas, Texas 
will be held at 11 a.m. Saturday, Jan-
uary 7, 2017 at Lovers Lane United 
Methodist Church (LLUMC), Shipp 
Chapel, 9200 Inwood Road, Dallas, 
TX  75220.  Reception will follow in 
Watson Hall.  

“Dr. Sam”, as he was affectionate-
ly known, passed away unexpect-
edly on Sunday, January 1, 2017 
following surgery, at Presbyterian 
Hospital in Dallas.  

Born in McEwen, TN on October 
4, 1929 to Arbie Belle (Starfield) and 
Richard Parvin Jernigan, Sam was 
the youngest of eight children.  He 
spent his early days exploring the 
rural Tennessee countryside with 
his brothers and friends.  After high 
school, he joined the United States 
Air Force and was trained as a jet 
fighter pilot. Following his service, 
he enjoyed piloting small planes 
when he had time, often with one or 
two of his children as passengers.

After discharge from the USAF, 
Sam attended Lamar College in 
Beaumont, Texas, where he met 
and married his biology lab part-
ner, Mary Carolyn Radford of Ned-
erland.  Carolyn worked as a high 
school biology teacher while Sam 
attended UT Southwestern Medical 
School in Galveston, where he spe-
cialized in Obstetrics and Gynecolo-
gy. Following residency at Parkland 
Hospital in Dallas, he and Carolyn 
settled in Irving, where he prac-

ticed for 33 years and delivered over 
9,000 babies. 

Sam was preceded in death by his 
parents; his wife of 52 years, Caro-
lyn Radford Jernigan; son, David 
Carlyle Jernigan; and grandchil-
dren, Christopher Jordan and Molly 
Jordan.

He is survived by children, Kath-
ryn Adams of Austin, TX, Jim 
Jernigan of Cleburne, TX, Julia 
Gibson of Dallas, Sharon Salinas 
of Dallas, Bruce Jernigan of Dallas; 
and Bryan Jernigan of Tyler, TX.  
He also leaves 13 grandchildren and 
three great grand daughters who all 
adored their “Pappaw.”

In lieu of flowers, donations may 
be made to LLUMC “In Memory of 
Samuel C. Jernigan.”

You may view the obituary online 
at www.rosserfuneralhome.net.

DR. SAMUEL C. JERNIGAN

By Matt Mungle
Synopsis: A boy seeks the help of 
a tree monster to cope with his 
single mom’s terminal illness. 
Review: A Monster Calls is an emo-
tional journey anchored by an im-
pressive debut by young star Lewis 
MacDougall. At first glance, it looks 
to be another cliché riddled fable 
with recognizable voices and regur-
gitated story lines. But, surprise, this 
one will stir the stoniest of hearts 
and leave not a dry eye in sight. 
Not perfect or without fault but it 
delivers powerfully where it counts. 
Conor (MacDougall) is a carrying 
more baggage than anyone his age 
should have to tote. He is watching 
his mom (Felicity Jones) struggle 
through a horrible illness, bullied 
at school, sent to live with his strict 
grandmother (Sigourney Weav-
er), and his absentee father (Toby 
Kebbell) is no help at all. A mon-
strous tree (voice of Liam Neeson) 
seems to be just another problem 
until it begins to help Conor deal 
with all his wide range emotions.  
I was not a fan of the 2009 film ver-
sion of Where the Wild Things Are. 
My concern was that this one would 
travel that same route. A destructive 
young boy with anger issues who we 
are forced to pity. Though I felt very 

MOVIE REVIEWS

Strong actors bring
modern fable together

manipulated by that movie. This one 
was more organic and offered the raw 
emotion in a genuine manner. That 
is very key to its success. Yes, Conor 
is responsible for a lot of his trou-
bles, but he is not without sympathy.  
The tree too redeems itself from the 
initial meeting. I was concerned that 
the unmistakable voice of Neeson 
would separate me from the film’s 
intent. Is this Aslan in the form of 
a tree? Does this tree have a partic-
ular set of skills? Will it release the 
Kraken? I wasn’t sure. But the ani-
mation graphics and movement of 
the tree easily remove you from the 
voice, and it takes a life of its own. 
Yes, the voice is recognizable but 
it never over powers the emotion.  
Jones is also an important element in 
the high level of emotion in this film. 
Her love for Conor is so believable 
that your heart breaks for their situ-
ation. Anyone who has experienced 
the deep adoration of a single moth-
er will immediately be grafted to this 
one. Along with Conor, we watch her 
deteriorate in front of us which helps 
carry us along the journey with him.  
All of the afore mentioned facts 
mean nothing if MacDougall doesn’t 
give us one hundred percent. If 
Conor is even the slightest weak 
link, the entire project fails. That is 

a lot of pressure for a young actor. 
This may be his first major role, 
but he never falters. He is in every 
scene and not once do we see him 
lose focus or take us out of the mo-
ment. That is impressive for any ac-
tor. Even when standing toe to toe 
with an imposing Sigourney Weav-
er or having an emotional moment 
with his mum; he is outstanding.  
A Monster Calls is rated PG-13 for 
thematic content and some scary im-
ages. There are some hard themes in 
this one and younger viewers might 
find them a bit much to process. 
Older teens will be fine with the con-
tent and might even relate too many 
of the issues Conor faces.

I will go out on a limb and give it 
4 out of 5. No sap in this one but a 
strong root system of emotion.

Washington, DC — Law enforce-
ment fatalities nationwide rose to 
their highest level in five years in 
2016, with 135 officers killed in the 
line of duty, according to prelimi-
nary data compiled by the National 
Law Enforcement Officers Memo-
rial Fund (NLEOMF) in their 2016 
Law Enforcement Fatalities Report.

The 135 officer fatalities in 2016 
are a 10 percent increase over the 
123 who died in the line of duty last 
year and is the highest total since 
2011 when 177 officers made the ul-
timate sacrifice.

Firearms-related incidents were 
the number one cause of death 
in 2016, with 64 officers shot and 
killed across the country. This rep-
resents a significant spike, 56 per-
cent, over the 41 officers killed by 
gunfire in 2015. Of the 64 shooting 
deaths of officers this year, 21 were 
the result of ambush-style attacks, 
the highest total in more than two 
decades. Eight multiple-shooting 
death incidents claimed the lives of 
20 officers in 2016, tied with 1971 
for the highest total of any year since 
1932. Those incidents included five 
officers killed in ambush attacks in 
Dallas and three in Baton Rouge 
spanning 10 days in July. 

Fifty-three officers were killed 
in traffic-related incidents in 2016, 
which was 10 percent more than 
the 48 killed on roadways in 2015. 
Of the 53 traffic-related deaths, 28 
died in automobile crashes, 15 were 
struck and killed while outside of 
their vehicle and 10 were killed in 
motorcycle crashes. Prior to 2016, 
traffic-related incidents have been 

Law enforcement 
officer fatalities

nationwide in 2016
the number one cause of officer fa-
talities in 15 of the last 20 years.

Eighteen officers died from oth-
er causes in 2016, including 11 who 
died from job-related illnesses, 
mostly heart attacks while perform-
ing their duties. Other causes in-
cluded beatings (3), a drowning, a 
fall, an aircraft crash and a stabbing. 

Among the states, Texas had the 
highest number of officer fatalities, 
with 17, followed by California with 
10, Louisiana with nine, Georgia 
with eight, and Michigan with six. 
Six Federal law enforcement offi-
cers died in the line of duty in 2016, 
along with four from the U.S. terri-
tory of Puerto Rico and one tribal 
officer. 

Six of the fallen officers in 2016 
were female. Among the officers 
who died this year, the average age 
was 40, and the average length of 
service was 13 years.

“Public safety is a partnership 
and, too often, the service and sac-
rifice of our law enforcement pro-
fessionals is taken for granted,” 
NLEOMF President and CEO Craig 
W. Floyd said. “We must never for-
get that 900,000 law enforcement 
officers nationwide risk their lives 
every day for our safety and pro-
tection. This year, 135 of those men 
and women did not make it home 
to their families at the end of their 
shift. As we begin the new year, let 
us all resolve to respect, honor, and 
remember those who have served us 
so well and sacrificed so much in the 
name of public safety.” 

SOURCE National Law Enforcement Offi-
cers Memorial Fund
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their infor-
mation on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving 
Rambler will have accurate information. Listings are 
limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location 
and time. If an organization wishes to have more in-
formation than the free listing offers, we will continue 
to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Buttons & Bows Square 

& Round Dance Club 
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
DFW Scroller Saw Club

Last Saturday of each month
9:30 AM to 11:30 AM

Georgia Farrow Rec Center 530 Davis St.
www.dfwscrollers.net / 214-995-9270

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thursday of the month 

7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain

www.irvingarc.org
Irving AMBUCS

Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.
at Spring Creek BBQ

 Irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Second Tuesday each month @ 7:30 P.M.

132 E. Second St. Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm 
IHOP on Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Chateau on Wildbriar Lake

1515 Hard Rock Road
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS

* It was Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower, 
Supreme Commander of the Allied Forces 
in Europe during World War II and the 34th 
president of the United States, who made 
the following sage observation: “I would 
rather try to persuade a man to go along, 
because once I have persuaded him he will 
stick. If I scare him, he will stay just as long 
as he is scared, and then he is gone.”

* The biggest polar bear ever recorded 
weighed a whopping 2,209 pounds -- 
roughly the weight of 12 adult men. 

* Russian health authorities are very familiar 
with cold-weather injuries -- and fatalities. 
For instance, every winter, about 100 
Russians are killed by falling icicles.

* Noon and midnight are the only times that have their own 
names. The origin of the term “midnight” is obvious, since it 
occurs in the middle of the night, but how did 12 p.m. come 
to be called noon? The word itself is derived from the Latin 
word “nono,” which means “nine.” Still doesn’t seem to make 
sense? Here’s how lexicographers trace the evolution of the 
word: If hours are counted from dawn -- roughly 6 a.m. -- 
instead of midnight, nine hours into the day would be 3 p.m., or 
midafternoon. Lacking accurate portable timepieces, ancient 
Romans used the term “nono” to refer to the midafternoon in 
a general sense. Over time, as the pronunciation of the word 
shifted to “noon,” the meaning of the word shifted to “midday.” 
Once society began to be run according to the accuracy of 
clocks, noon was pinpointed as 12 p.m. 

* Some police departments in Canada are known for giving out 
“positive tickets” -- citations for doing something good in public. 
***
Thought for the Day: “Few things are harder to put up with than 
a good example.” -- Mark Twain

1. ASTRONOMY: What makes the planet 
Mars appear red?
2. INVENTIONS: What is the Latin 
meaning of the velocipede, an early type 
of bicycle?
3. GEOGRAPHY: What is the largest 
freshwater swamp in North America?

4. MEDICINE: What are vasodilators?
5. HISTORY: When did Canada win its independence?
6. MUSIC: Which 20th-century bandleader was known as “the king of 
swing”?
7. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What type of plant was used to make the 
first paper?
8. MOVIES: What was Indiana Jones’ trademark weapon in the movie 
series?
9. LITERATURE: In Shakespeare’s play, what is Julius Caesar warned 
about just before his death?
10. LANGUAGE: What is the name for bird eggs that were laid at the 
same time?

Answers
1. Abundance of iron oxide
2. Swift foot
3. Okefenokee
4. Medicines that dilate blood vessels
5. 1867
6. Benny Goodman
7. Papyrus
8. Bullwhip
9. The Ides of March
10. A clutch
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UNITY CHURCH
Unity of Irving

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class

11:00 AM Service
& Children’s Church

Reverend Frank Pounders
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-5083

unitychurchofirving.com

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third,  75060

972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Chapel
Second and fourth Sundays

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

First Church of Christ, Scientist
2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 75061

972-253-7202
www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-0476

access code 884879
For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.
972-790-8606 

www.BeltLineChurch.com

WORSHIP

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W. Airport Freeway Irving Tx
972-255-4185

www.ppumc.org

UNITED METHODIST

By Nathaniel Sillin
Most people have at least one 

bad financial habit. Whether it’s 
impulse shopping, forgetting to pay 
bills on time or putting off building 
that emergency fund, balancing 
what you want to do and what you 
“should” do is never easy. The new 
year is the perfect time to identify 
potential financial weak points and 
replace bad habits with productive 
ones. 

Start by identifying your bad 
habits. Sometimes a bad financial 
habit is easy to identify. For exam-
ple, there might be a growing stack 
of bills in the kitchen that you will-
fully ignore. Others may be subtler, 
or perhaps they’ve become so in-
grained that you do them without 
thinking twice. 

Not sure where to start? Looking 
through your previous months’ ex-
penses can help you identify expen-
sive trends or one-off purchases that 
are part of a larger theme. Online or 
paper bank statements can make 
this particularly simple. If you have 
a budget, you likely already com-
pare projected spending with actual 
spending on a monthly basis, if not, 
this might be a good time to start. 

You might recognize a few of 
these common bad financial habits 
in your life: 

Paying bills after the due date.
Paying only the minimum re-

quired on bills. 
Ignoring bills and letting them go 

to collections.
Putting off saving for retirement 

or for a rainy day. 
Impulse shopping or “retail ther-

apy.” 
Not keeping track of how much 

debt you have.
Taking on debt to pay for some-

thing you don’t currently need.
Ultimately, all of these lead to 

spending more than you earn and 
in some cases, bad habits can have a 
cascading effect. 

Try to figure out what’s driving 
your behavior. You might need to 
figure out what triggers your be-
havior and the reward you perceive 
afterward before you can change 
a habit. However, triggers and re-
wards aren’t always obvious. 

For example, you might buy 
big-ticket items when they’re on sale 

because you want to feel like you’re 
accomplishing something by “sav-
ing” so much. Perhaps you could 
foster a similar feeling of accom-
plishment by investing the money 
in a tax-deferred retirement account 
and calculating how much it’ll be 
worth after years of compound in-
terest. 

Aim for these healthy financial 
habits. What habits should you try 
to adopt? Budgeting is certainly a 
worthy activity, but also consider 
the following mix of behaviors and 
specific objectives that can help 
keep your finances in order. 

Pay bills on time. In addition to 
avoiding late-payment fees, making 
on-time payments is one of the most 
important factors in determining 
your credit score. 

Make paying down debt a prior-
ity. Rather than accruing interest, 
make a point to pay down debts as 
quickly as possible. 

Build and maintain an emergency 
fund. Having three to six months’ 
worth of living expenses in savings 
can help cushion the blow from a 
financial or personal setback. You 
could start with a goal to put $1,000 
aside and then build towards the full 
emergency fund.

Save for retirement. You can put 
aside a percentage of your income 

IRVING -- Christmas came early 
for some of the learners in the Preg-
nancy Related Program at Winfree 
Academy. Over $1000 worth of 
baby supplies was donated by The 
Winfree School Foundation to sup-
port the learners and their infants.

The Winfree Schools Foundation 
held their 1st Annual Community 
Baby Shower and Food Pantry Drive 
on Saturday, Dec. 3. Various baby 
items and gifts cards were donated 
to help learners in need. Items do-
nated included diapers, baby wipes, 
baby clothes, baby formula, toys, 
and books. 

Not only were baby items donat-
ed, but ready-to-eat meal items were 
also donated to help feed over 20 
families during the Winter Break. 

School’s pregnancy
program receives gift

Food items donated by the Win-
free School Foundation were used 
to restock Winfree Academy’s Food 
Pantry. 

The Food Pantry at Winfree Acad-
emy serves students and their fam-
ilies who find themselves suddenly 
on their own and helps to prevent a 
crisis by allowing students access to 
free food, which in turn allows the 
families to stretch their resources. 
Each student is allotted 20 pounds 
of food per week for themselves and 
family. Students pick out 1 bag of 
rice, 1 box of pasta, a container of 
pasta sauce, 5 boxed meal items, 5 
cans of vegetables, and 5 boxes of 
snack items. 

The donations came at a crucial 
point in the year for some learn-

ers. With temperatures dropping 
and holidays quickly approaching, 
many families have found them-
selves in need of assistance. On the 
first school day immediately follow-
ing the Annual Community Baby 
Shower and Food Pantry Drive, the 
donated items were being delivered 
to campus and into the arms of the 
Winfree Academy learners.

Winfree Academy (WACS) meets 
the educational needs of high school 
learners, up to age 26, who prefer 
a non-traditional way of learning 
and thrive on individualized instruc-
tion. As a free public, charter school 
serving North Texas since 2000, 
WACS has graduated over 6,000 
learners.  

SOURCE Winfree Academy 

Resolve to replace bad money habits
for retirement and invest the mon-
ey within a tax-advantage account, 
such as a 401(k) or IRA. Find a 
comfortable contribution amount to 
start with, and then try to increase it 
at least once during the year. 

Plan your large purchases. To 
help prevent impulse shopping 
from draining your budget, resolve 
to wait at least one day before buy-
ing anything that costs over $100 
(or whatever amount makes sense 
for your budget). If you know there’s 
a large purchase coming up, start 
saving early by setting a little money 
aside from each paycheck. 

You might consider asking others 
for input during this process. Espe-
cially if you’re having trouble iden-
tifying a bad habit or finding the 
motivation to change, sometimes an 
outside perspective can help. 

Bottom line: Make a resolution 
to replace your bad financial habits 
with healthy ones this year. Start by 
identifying the habits you want to 
change and trying to figure out the 
trigger and reward that surround 
the behavior. Then, try to replace 
that behavior with something posi-
tive. After identifying and trying to 
change your personal financial hab-
its, you might want to consider the 
financial practices you share with a 
spouse or significant other. 
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are what some non-profits describe 
as day campers. Non-profits in the 
city have begun to open lines of 
communication in an effort to make 
sure the services provided in the 
downtown area specifically help Ir-
ving residents.

“The cooperative nature of the 
non-profits is a big thing,” Allen 
said. “Comparing notes when we 
found someone who was taking ad-
vantage of the system or maybe they 
have violent tendencies; communi-
cation can go on between us so we 
don’t help them and also so we don’t 
duplicate that effort. That coopera-
tive nature is a really big thing.”

THE HOPE CARD
The Hope Card is one possible 

solution. The initiative, started by 
Many Helping Hands, would serve 
to curb outside individuals from 
flocking to the downtown area. The 
card would be a non-governmental, 
non-city issued identification that 
would be distributed through the 
non-profits. The card would be used 
to identify someone as being an Ir-
ving homeless individual and would 
give them access to services beyond 
a meal.  

“If [outside individuals] know that 
they’re not going to get services,” Al-
len said, “they may get a meal, they 
may get a sack lunch, but they’re 
not going to get any other services 
by coming here, hopefully that will 
discourage them from coming here, 
and the number of day campers will 
drop substantially.” 

Another benefit of the card is that 
the city would receive information 
on each card holder. The informa-
tion can be used in a situation such 
as contacting next of kin in case of an 
illness or death, as well as keep track 
of what types of services the individ-
ual is in need of and steps they have 
already taken to receive help. With 
current plans, the non-profits hope 
to have the card system set up by the 
end of January.

“It would allow for them to be put 
on a database that’s done through 
the county and city governments 
that cooperate together in this area 
to get them on a housing list,” Allen 
said. “There’s information that we 
have on those individuals that po-
lice have used before, like we’ve had 
some homeless who have died, and 
it gave an opportunity for them to 
reach the next of kin.”

STATE-ISSUED IDs 
The card, however, is not consid-

ered a legal identification. Many of 
the homeless who are seeking new 
jobs and housing have to first obtain 
a city and/or state ID, a process that 
can take up to eight weeks. Identi-
fication is required to obtain a driv-
er’s license and in many cases jobs 
and housing as well. However, proof 
that they live in Texas often entails 
a proof of mortgage or rent state-
ment. During a sweep last month 
in an Irving park, all of the belong-
ings of homeless individuals were 
thrown in the trash, including one 
man’s backpack that held his iden-
tification. 

“When that police officer allowed 
for that backpack with that ID to 
be thrown away, he was sentencing 
that person to life on the streets for 
at least six to eight weeks, because 

it takes six to eight weeks just to get 
a new copy of his birth certificate,” 
Allen said. “[It takes time] to start 
getting those things, so he could get 
a state ID, so he could get a job, so he 
could get an apartment.”

The importance of State Issued 
IDs is highlighted when applying 
for housing, which in some cases re-
quires a state-issued driver’s license 
or at the least a state-issued picture 
ID. The City of Irving’s Planning 
and Community Development De-
partment currently helps Irving res-
idents who are homeless and can re-
house qualified homeless residents 

and provide short-term assistance 
with rent payment; however, the 
program does not provide overnight 
or emergency sheltering, and it can 
take several weeks for an eligible in-
dividual to be placed and approved 
by a landlord. 

“When we talk about how long 
it takes to get housing,” Allen said, 
“what we deal with, with a lot of 
the homeless is not just how long it 
takes to get the housing, but just to 
get to the point where they can get 
on the list, because they have the 
IDs so they can get the housing, and 
then once they get the housing, it 

can take months depending on the 
list and the luck of the draw.”

HERITAGE CROSSING
One area of hope for additional 

housing lies just outside of the Her-
itage District in what is being called 
Heritage Crossing. Hines Develop-
ment is slated to begin phase one of 
The Delaware at Heritage Crossing 
by the end of this year. The project 
will include more than 100 homes 
upon completion and will be the 
first single-family residential de-
velopment in the Heritage District 
since the late 2000s. 

According to the City of Irving, 

the Economic Development Depart-
ment hopes the new development 
will draw other residential and retail 
projects to the downtown area. 

“There used to be really old, di-
lapidated, just horrible, horrible old 
apartments,” Reeter-Brown said. 
“They tore down those apartments 
and they are in the process of build-
ing really nice single family homes. 
Some of the houses will overlook the 
water, so they’re trying.”

Some of the houses could be 
used to house families in emergen-
cy homelessness situations. Allen 
relates a story of a family of four, a 
husband and wife and two young 
children that came into his minis-
tries seeking help. They were from 
Nashville and had originally come 
into Texas to visit the wife’s brother 
who was ill. They owned a restau-
rant in Tennessee and planned on 
staying in Texas only a couple of 
weeks. Before returning home, the 
wife had a stroke and was confined 
to the hospital. The family spent 
their money to stay in a nearby hotel 
and take care of additional medical 
expenses.

“They had no place to live once 
she got out of the hospital; they lived 
in their van for seven months,” Allen 
said. “He wasn’t able to get a job, be-
cause she was unable to walk or talk 
or feed herself. It took them coming 
through us and working with the 
local church to get them hooked up 
with the necessary arrangements so 
they could get help. That’s the reali-
ty; many people are that close.”

HOMELESS
Continued from Page 1

FORT WORTH, Texas – The 
U.S. Department of Transporta-
tion’s Federal Transit Administra-
tion (FTA) recently announced a 
$499.39 million federal grant agree-
ment with the Fort Worth Transpor-
tation Authority (FWTA) to build 
TEX Rail, a commuter rail line be-
tween downtown Fort Worth and 
the Dallas Fort Worth International 
(DFW) Airport. The project will link 
three of the region’s major activity 
centers and provide an alternative to 
travel on the area’s congested roads.

“The Obama Administration is 
committed to investing in transpor-
tation projects like TEX Rail that 
improve mobility and provide lad-
ders of opportunity for hard-work-
ing Americans,” U.S. Transportation 
Secretary Anthony Foxx said. “The 
TEX Rail project will give thousands 
of residents convenient access to 
employment, education, healthcare 
and other vital services in one of our 
nation’s most populated metropoli-
tan areas.”

The 26.8-mile commuter rail line 
will serve downtown Fort Worth, 
the City of Grapevine and DFW Air-
port. The project also will provide 
connections to other transportation 
services in the area, including the 
Dallas Area Rapid Transit (DART) 
light rail system, Amtrak, Trinity 
Railway Express and the FWTA bus 
system. FWTA estimates that TEX 
Rail will open in 2018. Estimated 

ridership is 9,000 daily transit trips 
when it opens, rising to 13,700 by 
2035.

“FTA is proud to join our partners 
in Fort Worth and Tarrant County 
to bring new transit options to this 
growing region,” FTA Acting Ad-
ministrator Carolyn Flowers said. 
“As the population along the TEX 
Rail corridor continues to increase 
in the coming years, this commut-
er rail line will offer residents a 
much-needed alternative to sitting 
in traffic.”

FTA Acting Administrator Flow-
ers made the announcement to 
commit the funds during a ceremo-
ny with representatives from FWTA, 
the City of Fort Worth and other lo-
cal officials.

With the signing of the federal 
grant agreement, FTA is committing 
a total of $499.39 million through 
its Capital Investment Grant (CIG) 
Program to the $1.034 billion TEX 
Rail project. The federal funds will 
be provided over the course of four 
years on an annual payment sched-
ule, subject to Congressional ap-
proval during the annual appropri-
ations process.

The CIG Program is the nation’s 
primary grant program for funding 
major transit capital investments. 
Projects accepted into the high-
ly competitive program must go 
through a multi-year, multi-step 
process according to requirements 
in law in order to be eligible for and 
receive program funds. 

SOURCE Department of Transportation’s 
Federal Transit Administration

DOT announces grant 
to build TEX Rail

As temperatures drop outside, a man stops to speak with a homeless person ‘camped’ in front of an open business. / Photo by John Starkey


