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By Joe Snell
The road to the Share Tank 

celebration proved a ner-
vous one for Gabrielle John-
son, member of the Irving 
non-profit Mothers Aban-
doned or Widowed (MAW).

Johnson’s charity was 
among 27 fellow non-profits 
within the community that 
gathered at the Irving Arts 
Center on Wednesday eve-
ning, Dec. 7, in the culmina-
tion of months of work for the 
Share Tank program to assist 
charities in Irving.

“It almost felt like the real 
Shark Tank,” Johnson said. 
“You had all of the Shark Tank 
there, and they were just laser 
eyed. They were nice, but we 
were nervous.”

The celebration not only 
recognized all participat-
ing organizations, but also 
awarded prizes based on a 
final Pitch Day presentation. 
John Plotts, Executive VP 
at the University of Dallas, 
was on hand to present cer-
tificates to the participating 
organizations, and David O. 
Russell, President of Philan-
thropology, LLC, led the pre-
sentation of checks.

“This is a start,” Irving 
Mayor Beth Van Duyne, who 
closed the ceremony with 
final remarks, said. “This is 
a little taste of what we can 

By Shirley Jones
When it comes to clever uses of pine cones, cotton balls, alu-

minum cans and their tabs, corks, sea shells, toilet paper rolls 
and more, Irving’s school children have reached the Mount Ev-
erest of creativity. Students, PTOs, PTAs, home school groups 
and others, put on their thinking caps and came up with a 
myriad of ways to make eco-friendly ornaments to decorate 14 
trees at the Irving Art Center’s sustainability themed decorat-
ing contest. 

The trees and other decorations on display reflected the Art 
Center’s theme of “Green Christmas.” Forty-eight local celeb-
rity judges assessed the differently decorated trees in the first 
round of judging and awarded first through third place honors. 

A tree all decked out with aquatic animals won Bowie Ele-
mentary first place. Their tree was decorated with fish, crabs, 
seahorses, octopi, clams and more made from pipe clean-
ers, buttons, bottles, Popsicle sticks, plates and cotton balls. 
Through the branches one might catch glimpses of the alliga-
tor made of a painted corrugated cardboard egg crate, turtles 
made of interconnected bowls and cups painted green, and 
clamshells of cupcake holders with cotton balls for pearls sit-
ting in the middle. 

Holy Family Catholic Academy PTO took second place with 
their use of spiraled soda cans, feathers, clams, quills, feath-
ers and water bottles upper parts for icicles. Their prevailing 
theme was the use of eggshells as planters and sea shell angels 
along with a living vine of ivy for the garland.

JR Good Elementary won third place by going all out with 
glitter, adding sparkle and shine to their tree. Good’s students 
used Styrofoam, cardboard, Popsicle sticks, can tabs, bottles, 
and pipe cleaners to don their tree. Santas and reindeers were 
creatively constructed of toilet paper rolls and cotton. Pine 

By Joe Snell
Charles Simmons of Nim-

itz High School proudly ad-
mired all of the gifts he had 
just received: a large back-
pack, sports watch, sleeping 
bag, and wallet.  

Simmons was among the 
parents, teens, and their 
siblings that attended The 
Main Place’s seventh annu-
al Christmas party Saturday 
morning, Dec. 17. The event 
was an opportunity for eligi-
ble Irving ISD homeless teens 
to pick up items they had re-
quested on a Christmas wish 

By Matthew Pedersen
As the holidays approach, 

many families will be wel-
coming back members who 
have been serving within the 
branches of the United States 
Military, allowing them to 
take short respites from their 
service to celebrate with those 
they fight for. Sadly, not all 
families are lucky enough 
to have their veteran family 
members come home safe-
ly, and it was for these fallen 
heroes that Irving citizens 
participated in a National 
Wreaths Across America re-
membrance ceremony.

Wreaths Across America
honors fallen heroes

Gathering in Oak Grove 
Memorial Gardens Satur-
day, Dec. 17, the event saw 
a number of funeral homes 
and local businesses part-
ner with veterans and their 
families to conduct a solemn 
and respectful wreath laying 
ceremony. Ron Alexander, a 
representative of Oak Grove 
Memorial Gardens, gave the 
opening statements for the 
ceremony, welcoming every-
one and thanking them for 
their contributions.

“This year we have over 
908 wreaths to be placed at 
the graves,” Alexander said. 

Mike Korzenewski, Man-
ager of Donnelly’s Colonial 
Funeral Home, talked about 
how the Irving chapter of 
Wreaths Across America be-
gan.

“Seven years ago the local 
funeral homes in Irving came 
together to plan a local ver-
sion of Wreaths Across Amer-
ica,” Korzenewski said. “It 
was the first time as compet-
itors that we came together 
as a team to work towards a 
common goal, and that was to 
provide a program that hon-

Inaugural Share Tank program 
benefits community’s non-profits

begin to accomplish. This is 
the first year. I can see this 
becoming a really huge prior-
ity that goes national. But for 
right now, this is an Irving, 
Texas program.”

The program began over a 
year ago when the City of Ir-
ving hosted a roundtable with 
over 75 non-profits in the 

community to address what 
the community can do to bet-
ter address these groups.

“What we realized is 
non-profits needed access to 
the business community,” 
said Beth Bowman, President 
and CEO of the Greater Ir-
ving-Las Colinas Chamber of 

Main Place hosts Christmas Party for homeless teens
list in October.

“I didn’t know how I was 
going to get him school sup-
plies,” Charles’ uncle, Yasmin 
Johnson, said. “It was hard 
getting him a lot of stuff. We 
learned at the last minute 
that he was going to be stay-
ing with us, so they got him 
school supplies.”

Planning for this year’s par-
ty began in June when chari-
ty founder Sharon Johnston 
met with counselors from 
IISD. Project P.A.S.S. (Pro-
gram for Assisting Students 
in School), the homeless ed-

ucation assistance program 
within IISD, gave eligible 
students a wish list of items 
they would like to receive for 
Christmas and relayed those 
lists to The Main Place. For 
the first time since the event’s 
inception, students could fill 
out their lists online.

“We had a meeting with 
Project P.A.S.S. and said, 

what would happen if we 
went online?” Johnston said. 
“[With the paper lists] you 
couldn’t read the writing. 
They would want shoes, but 
they didn’t tell us what size or 
they didn’t tell us what kind 
of shoes. We had no way of 
contacting them, so this has 
been the easiest.” 

While students were sub-

mitting their lists, the organi-
zation was working within the 
community to acquire volun-
teers and sponsors. Jennifer 
Owens worked to solicit both 
individual volunteers as well 
as corporations to facilitate 
partnerships.

“A lot of corporations do 

Irving Arts Center 
sparkles and shines, 
glitters and glows

Working hard to honor veterans, Cub Scout Colin Strong sets up a wreath at the gravesite of a fallen hero. / Photo 
by John Starkey
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UNITY CHURCH
Unity of Irving

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class

11:00 AM Service
& Children’s Church

Reverend Frank Pounders
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-5083

unitychurchofirving.com

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third,  75060

972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Chapel
Second and fourth Sundays

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

First Church of Christ, Scientist
2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 75061

972-253-7202
www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-0476

access code 884879
For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.
972-790-8606 

www.BeltLineChurch.com

WORSHIP
Plymouth Park United

Methodist Church
1615 W. Airport Freeway Irving Tx

972-255-4185
www.ppumc.org

UNITED METHODIST

volunteer service days,” Owens said. 
“They bring in a team. My job is to go 
out into the community and make a 
connection and perhaps talk with 
someone in their human resources 
departments that handle employee 
relations or public relations and see 
what their guidelines are.”

As part of their corporate volun-
teership, Freeman Inc. and Wells 

Fargo decorated the facility two 
weeks before the event. Volunteer 
shoppers also continued to pick up 
items from the lists and organize the 
gifts upon arrival. 

“The hardest part was putting 
the bags together,” Prerna Gupta, 
a fourth year volunteer and North 
Hills Preparatory senior, said. “On 
Thursday, we came in and organized 

all of the bags by schools. They’re all 
color coded. It takes everybody. It’s 
a whole team effort.”

The color coded system was a 
new addition to this year’s party, 
which dates back to 2010 after the 
non-profit acquired their 6,090 
square foot facility on Main Street. 
Sandy Nicholes, in charge of lo-
gistics, implemented a system of 
pre-printed colored cards. Each 
color corresponded to a different 
school and served as a check-point 
for volunteers.

On the day of the event, volunteers 
came in as early as 8:30 a.m. to help 
check in teens and their families, 
distribute bags to individuals, and 
complete item inventories, as well 
as organize items. Among the early 
volunteers, Jaylon Norman helped 
pass out pens and cards for the stu-
dents to write thank you notes. 

“When I came and did a tour, they 
needed more male volunteers,” said 
Jaylon’s mother Zina Allen. “So we 
were trying to get the football team 
to come and help out, and he just 
started to come up here every other 
Saturday.”

Mary Ann Kellam, President and 
CEO of the Irving Hispanic Cham-
ber of Commerce, and her grand-
daughter, Madison Kellam, helped 

pass out toys to siblings of the teens. 
They have made volunteering at the 
event an annual tradition.

“I got her started when she was 
about four years old, helping me buy 
stuff for adopted kids,” Kellam said. 
“This is our special day.”

Jaylon, Prerna, Mary Ann, and 
Madison are among a handful of re-
turning Christmas Party volunteers 
and individuals which Owens ad-
mits are invaluable to their efforts.

“We have about 20 regular, com-
mitted volunteers who come, that 
includes board members,” Owens 
said. “[Individuals] are so busy, so 
we need more individual, passion-
ate, dedicated volunteers.”

“I know all of the kids there,” said 
Jamie Crespo, another regular vol-
unteer with the program. “It’s good 
to build relationships. Consistency 
is the number one thing that they’re 
missing in their lives.”

The Irving Police Department will 
conduct Driving While Intoxicated 
(DWI) No-Refusal operations over 
the New Year’s Eve holiday week-
end. 

The Department runs the opera-
tions by means of a grant from the 
Texas Department of Transporta-
tion as part of the State’s “Drink. 
Drive. Go to Jail.” campaign. Addi-
tional officers whose primary focus 
will be to locate and arrest impaired 
drivers will be on duty. Their high 
visibility and enforcement efforts 
should serve as a warning to those 
who would drive impaired. 

The Department will utilize a 
no-refusal approach to DWI en-
forcement. Persons arrested for 
DWI will be offered a blood test only 
(no breath tests). Officers will seek a 
search warrant, signed by a judge, in 
order to obtain a sample from any-
one refusing consent to a blood test. 

The operations will take place on 
the nights of Friday, Dec. 30 and 

New Year’s Eve DWI
No-Refusal operations

Saturday, Dec. 31. Furthermore, the 
Irving Police Department will allo-
cate additional manpower to DWI 
enforcement between Dec. 15 and 
Jan. 1. 

During the New Year’s Eve hol-
iday period, there is a higher like-
lihood of impaired drivers on the 

roadways. This can increase the 
potential for alcohol related crash-
es involving injuries and deaths. If 
you see a suspected drunk driver, 
and you (or a passenger) can do so 
safely, please call 9-1-1 with the in-
formation. 

SOURCE Irving Police Department

Dallas Area Rapid Transit (DART) 
is taking entries for its 2017 Student 
Art Contest. Winners can earn a spot 
for their design on DART buses and 
trains, plus cash and other prizes.

The contest is open to public 
school, private school and home-
schooled students in kindergarten 
through 12the grade. Designs must 

be original work by the student and 
should illustrate the theme “The 
adventure starts here.” Entry dead-
line is Tues., Feb. 28.Students who 
submit their artwork early receive a 
special prize.

No group entries are allowed and 
all entries must measure 11” high by 
17” wide and be laid out horizon-
tally. Student’s name, grade level, 
school name, school address, teach-
er’s name, email address and phone 
number should be easily viewed on 
the back. 

DART will notify winners by 
Mon., Mar. 20. All artwork becomes 
the property of DART and may be 
used with appropriate credit to the 
artist. By entering, contestants con-
sent to have their name and photo-
graph appear as one of the winners.

A gallery of the previous art con-
test winners is available for viewing 
at dart.org/artcontest. For more 
information contact Jessica D. Len-
non, DART Education Outreach 
Manager, at jlennon@dart.org, or 
call 214.749.2582.

SOURCE Dallas Area Rapid Tran-
sit

DART ‘sketches’ annual 
art contest grades K-12

Santa promises to keep all of little Jamie Hatfield’s wishes a secret during the Main 
Places’ Christmas Party. / Photo by Joe Snell
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SHARE TANK
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Mae
Hi. My name is Mae, and I'm about 2 years old. I was rescued from 

another shelter. When you meet me, you will definitely notice my fun 
wiry coat, and while no dog is allergy free, the wiry coat would indicate 
that I'm hypoallergenic, and tend to shed less. The second thing you 
will notice, if you spend even one minute with me, is my wonderful 
happy personality. I love people. I love to play. I love to cuddle. I also 

Kittina
Greetings from Kittina! I'm a beautiful, 

quiet, watchful, 5-year-old girl looking for 
a new home where I can lounge about and 
intrigue with my mysteries. I had a home 
once, but my human got sick and could not 
keep me any longer. My gray fur is the stuff 
of legend and my green eyes will make all 
of your friends green with envy. Come visit 
me anytime. I'll show you the wonders of 
the world.

know some commands. I'll be here waiting. Let's meet. 

Commerce. “Many of us in leader-
ship roles amongst different entities 
are often asked to pick up the phone 
to fundraise on behalf of non-prof-
its. That phone line can sometimes 
stop ringing if you’re on the other 
end as a business.”

After that initial discussion, a 
four-week curriculum was built that 
incorporated training and profes-
sional courses. Non-profits could 
apply to participate without cost as 
long as they have an Irving address 
and their mission is to serve the Ir-
ving community. 

“The curriculum ranged from 
the science of philanthropic giving 
to how to fundraise, how to man-
age your board of governance, also 
motivation from our elected offi-
cials, Mayor Van Duyne and Coun-

cilman Kyle Taylor,” Bowman said. 
“Also finance and auditing practices 
for non-profits [were taught]. We 
helped them with Pitch Day prep, 
and then our non-profits were able 
to go in front of our sharers on Pitch 
Day.”

Pitch Day allowed each orga-
nization seven minutes to deliver 
a presentation for a chance to re-
ceive funding. A steering committee 
raised just under $25,000 in fund-
ing.

“To put what we do into a seven 
minute format, that was the most 
difficult part,” said Teri Petty, Di-
rector of Family Promise of Irving. 
“We worked again and changed and 
changed and changed [our pitch] 
and got it down to under seven min-
utes. Then when we did present, 

there were eight minutes of ques-
tions and the sharers had really en-
gaging questions.”

Teri emphasized that one of the 
most important aspects of the pro-
gram was the collaboration among 
the other non-profits during the 
four weeks of courses. One way to 
facilitate groups working together 
was at the beginning of every ses-
sion, non-profits introduced them-
selves and sat in clusters.

“Within those clusters, you saw 
natural conversations taking place 
in ways of how they can help each 
other outside of the Share Tank pro-
gram,” Bowman said.

“It was never a competitive kind 
of thing,” Petty said. “We send our 
folks out to the Main Place, which is 
one of the presenters that provides 

clothing for the families. We send 
them over to Irving Cares to do job 
searches and help them with resume 
building. It’s such a collaborative ef-
fort.”

Through initiatives like the Share 
Tank, the Irving-Las Colinas Cham-
ber was a recipient of the inaugu-
ral Texas Outstanding Chamber 
of the Year Award and is the first 
5-Star Accredited Chamber in Tex-
as. The Chamber hopes to build on 
the program’s success next year as 
the steering committee will soon 
be evaluating comments from this 
year’s participating organizations.

“We’re looking forward to cre-
ating a very, very robust and even 
more profitable and successful 
Share Tank for 2017,” Van Duyne 
said. “We’re not dropping this; we 
are pushing this through.”

DCCCD students can DART to school free in 2017
The decades-old game of Monop-

oly tries to make travel difficult for 
players – especially when they pick 
the go-to-jail card that says “Do not 
pass ‘Go.’ Do not collect $200.” 

Starting in January 2017, Dallas 
County Community College District 
(DCCCD) students – whether they 
are taking credit or continuing ed-
ucation classes – will find travel to 
and from all seven colleges much 
easier where they can pass “go,” us-
ing their free DART Student GoPass 
for classes and travel around town. 
And more riders on DART means 
fewer students on the road, better 
air quality, and fewer gallons of gas-
oline consumed.

Who can DART on DCCCD’s Stu-
dent GoPass?

DCCCD students are eligible for 
the free DART Student GoPass if 
they are enrolled in six or more 
credit hours for either the fall or 
spring semester; they must be en-
rolled in three or more credit hours 
during the summer semester. 

Continuing education students 
who attend any of DCCCD’s colleges 
also can obtain the free DART Stu-
dent GoPass if they are enrolled in 
96 or more contact hours during 
the first, second or third quarter of 
the academic year; they must be en-
rolled in 48 or more contact hours 
for the fourth quarter.

The district’s board of trustees 
approved funds totaling $1.2 mil-
lion earlier this year to provide free 
DART passes for eligible students 
at all DCCCD colleges. (El Centro 
College, with no campus parking, 
historically has been the only college 
that provides free semester DART 
passes to its students who qualified. 
They will continue the current pro-
gram until summer 2017, when the 
college switches to the DART Stu-
dent GoPass.)

“Student success is a key priority 
for the Dallas County Community 
College District,” said Dr. Joe May, 
DCCCD’s chancellor. “We know that 
removing barriers gives our students 
a chance to go to college, earn a cre-
dential and start a career. Transpor-
tation is a big barrier for many of our 
students, and our partnership with 
DART to provide a Student GoPass 
to those who are eligible is one way 
to remove that obstacle

DCCCD students using the DART 
mobile app for their Student GoPass 
will be able to ride all local DART 
bus routes, light rail and 1 Zone on 
the Trinity Railway Express (Union 
to Centrepoint stations). The Stu-
dent GoPass is not valid on special 
services designated by DART, such 
as flyer service, airport service and 
charter service.

Student GoPass holders also can 
use their pass to visit other loca-
tions or attend events throughout 
the DART service area – including a 
visit to the downtown area, the Dal-
las Zoo, a flight at DFW Airport and 
other stops along the way.

Fast facts about DCCCD’s Student 
GoPass for DART

Here are a few fast facts about the 
DCCCD Student GoPass program, 
which begins in January 2017:

The spring 2017 semester Student 
GoPass is good from Jan. 1 to May 
31.

DCCCD students who are eligible 
for the Student GoPass from DART 

must maintain their hours (credit or 
contact) to continue to be eligible for 
the free pass. Any student who is el-
igible for the pass might lose it if she 
or he drops or withdraws from class-
es. They also must have paid their 
tuition (by direct payment them-
selves; through financial aid; or by 
payment plan).

Beginning Jan. 1, 2017, DCCCD 
students are eligible to receive a Stu-
dent GoPass as soon as they register 

for classes. If students are eligible 
but then drop classes, they could 
become ineligible because they 
don’t have enough credit or contact 
hours; as a result, the Student Go-
Pass would be terminated.

Students who have smartphones 
will use the DART mobile app to ac-
cess their GoPass; others who don’t 
have a smartphone will receive a 
physical pass at their college’s busi-
ness office.

All DCCCD colleges and locations 
– including satellite campuses – are 
participating.

DCCCD early college high school 
students are eligible for the DART 
Student GoPass, as well as Richland 
Collegiate High School students.

If students change telephone 
numbers, email addresses or have 
a name change, they need to report 
those changes to their college busi-
ness office, which will process the 

new information so that students 
can continue to use their GoPass.

Students who have questions 
can visit with a designated DART 
Student GoPass program adminis-
trator in the office of student life at 
their college (or, at North Lake, the 
Library Services’ Student Resource 
Center).
SOURCE Dallas County Community College 

District

One of the winners from the first Share Tank competition, representatives from Emma’s House receive a check to help them continue to serve Irving residents. / Photo by Joe Snell
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OUTSIDE SALES REPS
Rambler Newspapers is seeking sales representatives. 
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Basic Computer Skills. Willing to establish and maintain relationships with customers .
To apply send resume to : johns@ramblernewspapers.net

MOVIE REVIEWS

By Matt Mungle
Synopsis: An African-American 

father struggles with race relations in 
the United States while trying to raise 
his family in the 1950s and coming 
to terms with the events of his life. 
Review: The fact that Fences feels 
more like a stage play than a block-
buster film is no surprise consider-
ing it has lived that life for decades. 

But even though it may not be the 
most powerful film this year, it 
certainly delivers two of the best 
performances this award season.  
Troy (Denzel Washington) is a man 
living in his dreams. Though of-
ten light and jovial, it doesn’t take 
much to ignite a ferocious anger that 
stems from what he perceives to be a 
life unfulfilled. He is like an injured 

animal. You can pet him fondly, but 
if you ever hit a sore spot you might 
draw back a bloody limb. 

His irritation is mainly aimed at 
his sons. Lyons is his oldest from a 
previous marriage, and Cory (Jo-
van Adepo) is the youngest by his 
current wife Rose (Viola Davis). 
Being a teenager and living at home 
Cory takes the most of Troy’s lash-
ing out. The story pretty much re-
volves around Troy and his demons. 
Though the description mentions 
race issues in the 50’s to be honest 
Troy’s main problem is himself.  
Washington and Davis both are re-
prising roles they performed many 
times on the stage. This familiarity 
with the lines and each other carries 
over to what we see on screen. They 
are each powerhouse actors so to 
add that sort of fuel to their engines 
obviously produces unbeatable de-
livery. Davis especially demands 
attention. Rose is a caring, patient 
woman, but she is no wall flower. 
When cornered or if Troy gets too 
far out of line, she has the backbone 
and strength to shut him down. 
She loves Cory and often finds her-
self mediator between the two. 
Adepo enters this mix untested. He 
has done television roles and a few 

shorts, but this is his first major film. 
His character Cory has to stand nose 
to nose with Washington in some 
heated moments, and Jovan never 
wavers. If he does, it can easily be 
excused away as acting. Troy is a 
demanding father and for his son to 
shake a bit in his presence is natural. 

The film also stars Stephen Hen-
derson as Troy’s longtime friend 
and coworker Bono. Bono has al-
ways been Troy’s rooting section 
and loves to help him “remember 
when.” Henderson has the ability to 
enter a scene and then fade into the 
backdrop like a prop. This too gives 
the film a stage performance feel.  
This film is a tough sale due to the 
fact that if you remove even one 
piece of the tapestry (Davis especial-
ly) you are left with very little. It isn’t 
bad nor is it grand. The movie serves 
only to be there as a platform for the 
actors to walk upon. It is a reason 
for the dialogue. Award winning au-
thor August Wilson wrote both the 
original play and the screenplay, so 
the conversations and speeches are 
perfect. But even that doesn’t make 
it a fantastic movie. When Davis 
speaks you hang on every word, not 
because you are interested in how it 

moves the story forward, but only 
because you love hearing her say it.  
Troy is a deep rich character no 
doubt. His is frustrated with his 
place in life and takes it out on ev-
eryone. You immediately feel bad for 
Cory and want to shake some sense 
into his father. It is apparent that 
Troy is using his own failures - re-
gardless who brought them on - as 
an excuse to throttle his own sons’ 
ambitions, and it is sad to watch. 
Even as Troy goes on to make even 
poorer choices, he never once seems 
to have remorse. It is always the 
fault of someone else. You go from 
sort of feeling sorry for him to sim-
ply pitying him. He is a sad man 
who has built his own prison cell.  
Fences is rated PG-13 for themat-
ic elements, language and some 
suggestive references. You have to 
see it for Viola Davis’ performance. 
That may be the only reason, but it 
is enough. Washington also direct-
ed the film, but even that is nothing 
monumental. 

I give it 3 out of 5 trumpet blasts. 
The simplicity of the sets and block-
ing enhance the characters and of-
fer the viewer expert acting perfor-
mances.  

Fences brings a powerfully acted play to film

By Blair Fannin
COLLEGE STATION – A 14 per-

cent decline in U.S. consumer meat 
consumption over the past decade 
has caused alarm with one Texas 
A&M AgriLife scientist who warns 
the effects could be dire for overall 
human health and child develop-
ment.

Dr. Guoyao Wu, distinguished 
professor in the department of an-
imal science at Texas A&M Univer-
sity, said U.S. consumers have been 
overwhelmed with misinformation 
about protein and fats in meats, 
which in turn has led to many con-
suming less meat or no meat at all.

Meat from animals critical for good health and development
“Obesity rates have gone up 

the last 20 years, while consump-
tion of meat has declined,” Wu 
said. “So I don’t believe that we 
can blame obesity on eating meat. 
Rather I think excessive por-
tion sizes and lack of exercise are 
more likely the causes of obesity.” 
Wu said animal meat has lots of ben-
eficial antioxidants, such as taurine 
and carnosine, “which are extremely 
important to protect the gut, skin, 
heart, eyes, and other organs. Plants 
do not provide these antioxidants.” 
Wu co-authored a paper that ap-
peared in the American Society of 
Animal Science, http://bit.ly/2ed-

WZv8, which examines the com-
position of amino acids in certain 
cuts of beef. According to the paper, 
meat consumption helps build mus-
cle protein and ameliorates muscle 
loss in the elderly.  

“People on a vegan diet tend to 
forget how important high-quali-
ty protein is to human growth and 
health,” Wu said. “If you look at 
the population of some Asian coun-
tries, most males are short and the 
children are stunted. Twenty years 
ago, one-third of the children were 
stunted. Now, less than 10 percent 
are stunted because of increased 
consumption of animal-source pro-
tein in their diets.”

In the journal article, Wu stresses 
that antioxidants found in meat are 
“essential for children and condi-
tionally essential for adults to main-
tain retinal and cardiac functions.”

In adult humans, there is a degen-
erative loss of skeletal muscle mass 
at the rate of 0.5 to 1 percent per year 
after the age of 50 years. The vegan 
diet results in a greater loss of skel-
etal muscle than the diet containing 
both plant-and animal-source pro-
teins in an appropriate ratio, Wu 
said.

“In the U.S., there is ample sup-
ply of meat and protein,” he said. 
“Without including any meat from 
animals or any animal-source pro-
tein in your diet, it definitely leads 
to skeletal muscle loss. We must do 
something to stop this trend.”

The 2015 U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture Dietary Guidelines Com-
mittee report concluded that the 
U.S. diet is low in vegetables, fruit 
and whole grains and too high in 
calories, saturated fat, sodium, re-
fined grains and added sugars. More 
than two-thirds of adults and nearly 
one-third of children and youth are 
obese or overweight.

Wu said part of the issue is due 
to parents who do not cook meats 
or serve insufficient meats at home, 
and prepare meals that have little or 
no animal protein. Adequate pro-

tein nutrition is required to reduce 
obesity and maintain good health in 
humans.

“Children especially need meat 
to build skeletal muscle,” Wu said. 
“They are at a critical stage in their 
lives as their bodies continue to 
develop and mature. Without suffi-
cient sources of protein, their mus-
cle, bones and other organs will not 
develop properly, which will lead to 
health problems later in life.”

USDA Dietary Guidelines predict 
further declines in animal protein 
intake.

“Animal protein is generally more 
balanced in amino acid composition 
than plant protein, especially for 
children. If you look at some coun-
tries, children are stunted. They 
have primarily a corn-based diet. 
Corn contains so little amino acids 
compared with meat. When I see 
stunted children or adults in the U.S. 
due to limited or no consumption of 
animal protein, I feel very sad.

“Our country has the greatest 
abundance of protein, but some 
choose to live such an unhealthy 
lifestyle,” he said.

law enforcement and child protec-
tive services.

Gridiron Heroes
Statewide (office in Schertz)
For its work in educating the pub-

lic on spinal cord injury and football, 
and supporting children who have 
sustained a football related spinal 
cord injury.   

Texas Municipal Court Education 
Center’s Driving on the Right Side of 
the Road program 

Statewide (office in Austin)
For its extensive efforts in traffic 

safety education with schools and 
communities.  

University Health System’s Safe 
Kids San Antonio’s Buckle UP pro-
gram 

San Antonio (office in San Anto-
nio)

For its comprehensive child pas-
senger safety programs and car and 
booster seat work with San Antonio 
area children and their families.

Award Category: Youth 
Advocate

Jayci Lee Stubblefield, age 11 
Aledo 
For her fundraising and advocacy 

work since she was 8 to make school 
playgrounds in her district acces-
sible for children with mobility im-
pairments.
SOURCE The Texas Office for Prevention of 

Developmental Disabilities 

as Legislature and for his service to 
TOPDD as an executive committee 
member. 

Award Category: Individ-
ual

Dr. Dyann Daley of Fort Worth
Executive Director and Founder
Center for Prevention of Child 

Maltreatment 
Statewide (office in Fort Worth)   
For her work with the center, 

especially her innovations around 
data use to prevent child abuse.   

Elizabeth Tucker of Austin
Executive Director of EveryChild 

Inc.
Statewide (office in Austin)  
For her leadership at the agency 

in championing self-determination 
of persons with disabilities and fa-
cilitating their ability to live in a 
nurturing home instead of an insti-
tution. 

Dr. Jerry Roberson of Dallas 
Senior Partner, United Associates 
Statewide (office in Dallas)
For his success in eliminating 

health disparities, improving family, 
maternal and child health and his 
leadership in TOPDD’s work.   

Award Category: Organi-
zation 

Bikers Against Child Abuse Texas 
Statewide
For providing support, comfort 

and safety to survivors of maltreat-
ment through collaboration with 

AUSTIN - The Texas Office for 
Prevention of Developmental Dis-
abilities  (TOPDD) hosted the sixth 
annual J.C. Montgomery Jr. Child 
Safety Awards ceremony on Tues-
day, Dec. 6, at the Texas State Cap-
itol. 

TOPDD seeks to build potential in 
children by reducing the incidence 
and impact of developmental dis-
abilities. The awards honor people 
and organizations committed to 
improving children’s lives through 
work in child safety and injury pre-
vention. The award is named in 
honor of J.C. Montgomery Jr. of 
the Texas Scottish Rite Hospital for 
Children in Dallas for his dedication 
to the safety and well-being of chil-
dren in the hospital for more than 
23 years. 

Following are the award recipi-
ents and categories:  

Award Category: Lifetime 
Achievement

The Honorable Joe Straus
San Antonio (District 121) 
For his crucial leadership around 

supporting Texas children by ad-
dressing their needs and supporting 
wellness through policy via his role 
as Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives since 2009.

The Honorable Elliott Naishtat
Austin (District 49)  
For championing children’s caus-

es throughout his tenure in the Tex-

Texas leaders receive 
child safety awards

Dallas -- Dallas-Fort Worth Na-
tional Cemetery now provides eligi-
bility determinations for interment 
in a VA national cemetery prior to 
the time of need. Through the Pre-
Need Determination of Eligibility 
Program, upon request, individu-
als can learn if they are eligible for 
burial or memorialization in a VA 
national cemetery.

“As part of our VA transforma-
tion, we are trying to see everything 
from the Veterans’ perspective, and 
then doing everything we can to 
make the Veteran Experience effec-
tive and seamless,” Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs Robert A. McDonald 
said. “This new program reaffirms 
our commitment to providing a life-
time of benefits and services for Vet-
erans and their families.”

Interested individuals may sub-
mit VA Form 40-10007, Applica-
tion for Pre-Need Determination 
of Eligibility for Burial in a VA 
National Cemetery, and support-
ing documentation, such as a DD 
Form 214, if readily available, to the 
VA National Cemetery Scheduling 
Office by: toll-free fax at 1-855-840-
8299; email to Eligibility.PreNeed@
va.gov; or mail to the National Cem-
etery Scheduling Office, P.O. Box 
510543, St. Louis, MO 63151 or by 
visiting their local national cemetery 
for personal assistance.  

VA will review applications and 
provide written notice of its deter-
mination of eligibility. VA will save 
determinations and supporting 
documentation in an electronic in-
formation system to expedite burial 
arrangements at the time of need. 
Because laws and personal circum-
stances change, upon receipt of a 
burial request, VA will validate all 
pre-need determinations in accor-
dance with the laws in effect at that 
time.

In addition, the 638-acre Dal-
las-Fort Worth National Cemetery 
is currently undergoing a $9 million 
expansion project. 

“We are expanding to provide 
7,000 more crypts and 7,000 more 
niches for our Veterans and families 
here in the Dallas-Fort Worth area,” 

said Larry Williams, director, Dal-
las-Fort Worth National Cemetery.

VA’s contractor, Randy Kinder 
Excavating & Koehler Engineering, 
are moving right along with the ex-
pansion project, with an expected 
completion date of June 2017. The 
US Army Corps of Engineers, Fort 
Worth District Office is overseeing 
the project that will also include a 
parking lot expansion, shelter re-
pairs, bridge repairs, and drainage 
corrections throughout the ceme-
tery. 

Dallas-Fort Worth National Cem-
etery is ranked number 8 out of 135 
VA national cemeteries nationwide 
as far as amount of interments con-
ducted annually states Williams. 

Opened in May 2000, Dallas-Fort 
Worth National Cemetery has con-
ducted more than 52,000 inter-
ments of Veterans and immediate 
dependents.

VA operates 135 national cem-
eteries and 33 soldiers’ lots in 40 
states and Puerto Rico. More than 
4 million Americans, including Vet-
erans of every war and conflict, are 
buried in VA’s national cemeteries. 
In 2016, VA honored more than 
345,000 Veterans and their loved 
ones with memorial benefits in na-
tional, state, tribal and private cem-
eteries.

Eligible individuals are entitled 
to burial in any open VA nation-
al cemetery, opening/closing of 
the grave, a grave liner, perpetual 
care of the gravesite, and a govern-
ment-furnished headstone or mark-
er or niche cover, all at no cost to the 
family. Veterans are also eligible for 
a burial flag and may be eligible for 
a Presidential Memorial Certificate.

Information on VA burial benefits 
is available from local VA national 
cemetery offices, from the Internet 
at www.cem.va.gov, or by calling VA 
regional offices toll-free at 800-827-
1000. To make burial arrangements 
at any open VA national cemetery at 
the time of need, call the National 
Cemetery Scheduling Office at 800-
535-1117.

SOURCE Dallas Office of Department of 
Veterans Affairs 

Dallas-Fort Worth 
National Cemetery 

expanding
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Freelancers Needed
Rambler Newspapers is currently seeking inquisitive individuals with experience in:
Editing - Writing - Photography

To apply send resume, clips and image samples to: 
staceys@ramblernewspapers.net

For more information call 972-870-1992

CLASSIFIEDS

LEGALS

RENTALS

EVENT HALL RENTALS
IRVING ELKS LODGE #2334

2015 N. BRITAIN RD., IRVING, TX 75061
PLEASE CALL (972) 579-0005
FOR MORE INFORMATION.

SEATING FOR UP TO 230 PEOPLE, FULL SERVICE BAR.

Public Hearing Notice

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF IRVING TO 
CONSIDER THE REQUEST OF THE CARROLLTON-FARMERS BRANCH INDEPENDENT 
SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR AMENDMENT TO THE PROJECT PLAN AND FINANCING PLAN 
OF TAX INCREMENT REINVESTMENT ZONE NUMBER ONE, CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the City Council of City of Irving, Texas (the “City”), pursuant 
to Chapter 311 Texas Tax Code, as amended, (the “Act”), will hold a public hearing at 7:00 p.m. 
on Thursday, January 12, 2017, at City Hall, 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas 75060, for the 
purpose of considering amendment to the Project Plan and Financing Plan of Tax Increment 
Reinvestment Zone Number One.

Carrollton-Famers Branch Independent School District (the “District”) requests that the Project 
and Financing Plan be amended by the City related to the following: (1) the description and 
location of District’s Zone School Projects and the estimated project costs in compliance with 
Texas Tax Code Section 311.011, and (2) updated financial plan information as to the projected 
increase in the District’s estimated tax increment revenue related to higher property values.

All persons are invited to attend the hearing and speak for or against the amendment of the 
Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone Number One Project Plan and Financing Plan. The copy 
of the request is on file and open for public inspection in the office of the City Secretary at the 
address stated above. Questions or requests for additional information may be directed to Brad 
Duff, Treasury Manager, 972-721-2729.

Clay Cooley Chrysler Jeep Dodge 
partnered with Great Hearts Irving 
to raise $400 at a “Drive for the 
Kids” fundraiser held during the 
school’s Winter Concert on Tuesday, 
Dec. 6. Participants earned a $10 
contribution to the school from the 
Chrysler brand by taking a brief test 
drive in the all-new 2017 Chrysler 

Test drive raises funds for Great Hearts Irving
Pacifica minivan during the event. 

“The Clay Cooley Chrysler Jeep 
Dodge family enjoyed raising funds 
for a great cause with Great Hearts 
Irving’s families and friends. We al-
ways look forward to getting out and 
giving back to the community,” said 
Mike Dragojevic, Business Center 
Manager of the dealership. “On be-

By Nathaniel Sillin
If you’re eligible for Medicare, 

or will be in the coming year, there 
are a few changes you should know 
about for 2017. 

An increase in the Department of 
Labor’s Consumer Price Index (CPI) 
means there’ll be an increase in So-
cial Security benefits and Medicare 
Part B premiums. For most recipi-
ents the increases almost offset each 
other, but those who aren’t covered 
by the “hold harmless” provision 
(about 30 percent of recipients) face 
a larger Part B premium increase. 

These changes, along with several 
others, will go into effect soon and 
you should consider how they could 
affect your budget. 

A slight increase in your Social 
Security benefits. Since 1975, Social 
Security benefits have an automatic 
cost-of-living adjustment (COLA). 
The adjustment depends on the CPI 
and helps keep your benefits in line 
with the rising cost of goods.

There wasn’t a COLA for 2016 
benefits, but there is a .3 percent 
adjustment for next year. Mean-
ing, you’ll get an additional $3 per 
$1,000 you receive in benefits. The 
estimated average monthly benefit 
for all retired workers is expected to 
increase $5, from $1,355 to $1,360.

Medicare Part B premiums will 
also rise. The COLA also affects 
Medicare Part B premiums, the 
part of Medicare that covers some 
types of procedures and medical 
equipment. However, for about 70 
percent of Medicare recipients, the 
Social Security Act’s “hold harm-
less” provision prohibits an increase 
to Medicare B premiums of more 
than the previous year’s COLA ad-
justment. 

According to the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services, 

held harmless recipients will pay 
$109 per month, an increase of 
$4.10. 

If you aren’t held harmless, Part B 
premiums could increase by about 
10 percent. The remaining 30 per-
cent of Social Security beneficiaries 
will have their Part B premium in-
crease by about 10 percent. You 
could fall into the non-held-harm-
less group if you: 

Are a new enrollee
Enrolled in Medicare but don’t re-

ceive Social Security benefits
Get billed directly for Medicare 

Part B 
Receive Medicare and Medicaid 

benefits and your state Medicaid 
programs pay your Part B premium

Are a high-income earner subject 
to an income-adjusted premium 

For the non-held-harmless group, 
the premium depends on the recipi-
ent’s (or couple’s when filing a joint 
tax return) adjusted gross income 
(AGI). 

The lowest monthly premium, 
for individuals who have an AGI of 
$85,000 or less ($170,000 for cou-
ples), will increase from $121.80 to 
$134 a month per person.

On the high end, for recipi-
ents with an AGI over $214,000 
($428,000 for couples), the month-
ly premium will increase from 
$389.80 to $428.60 per person. 

Medicare Part A and B deduct-
ibles will also increase. Most people 
don’t have to pay Medicare Part A 
premiums, but you could still have 
to pay a deductible or coinsurance 
for some Part A benefits. 

The deductible for inpatient hos-
pital coverage, which helps cover the 
first 60 days of care, will increase 
from $1,288 to $1,316 per benefit 
period. 

Daily coinsurance for the 61st 

through 90th day of treatment will 
increase from $322 to $329.

Daily coinsurance for day 91 on 
will rise from $644 to $658. 

Each day past day 90 counts to-
wards your lifetime reserve. You 
have a maximum of 60 lifetime re-
serve days; after which you could be 
responsible for all costs. 

Skilled nursing facility care is 
completely covered for your first 20 
days.

Daily coinsurance for day 21 to 
100 of skilled nursing care will in-
crease to $164.50.

You could be responsible for all 
costs beyond day 100. 

The Part B annual deductible will 
also increase, from $166 to $183. 
Generally, after you’ve met your 
deductible, you’ll pay 20 percent of 
Medicare-approved costs for ser-
vices covered by Part B. 

Bottom line: Social Security ben-
efits, Medicare Part B premiums 
and Part A and B deductibles and 
coinsurance will increase in 2017. 
Whether you’re held harmless or 
not, take steps to understand which 
changes could affect you and alter 
your budget accordingly.

Prepare for Medicare Part A 
and B price changes in 2017

Jeffrey Chatman of State Representative Rodney Anderson’s office pres-
ents Keyes Elementary School principal Blanca De La Sierra with a procla-
mation for academic achievement during the school’s first ever Operation 
Christmas program.

Keyes Elementary School presented Operation Christmas, a special pro-
gram to celebrate the holidays and student success. The program featured a 
performance by the Irving High School band, gift presentations to students 
and teachers donated by community partners. 

SOURCE Irving ISD

Operation Christmas 
has a special visit

half of the dealership and the Chrys-
ler brand, I would like to thank 
everyone who took the time to test 
drive and helped us raise money for 
such a deserving group of students.”  

“The Chrysler brand contin-
ues to support education through 
our ‘Drive for the Kids’ activations 
across the country, reinforcing our 

commitment to families and the 
communities in which we all live, 
work and play,” said Tim Kuniskis, 
Head of Passenger Car Brands – 
Dodge, SRT, Chrysler and FIAT, 
FCA – North America. “Since the in-

ception of ‘Drive for the Kids’ initia-
tive, the Company has contributed 
over seven million dollars to schools 
nationwide.”

SOURCE Clay Cooley Chrysler Jeep Dodge

Thanks to the employees of FedEx and NCH Corpo-
ration, the kindergarten classes of Good Elementary 
School had a morning full of holidays surprises. Both 
companies hosted gift presentations, handing out pres-
ents to more than 100 students. Representatives from 
FedEx presented gifts to three kindergarten classes 

Kindergartners adopted 
by FedEx and NCH

and led students in a sing-along and photos with Santa 
Claus. 

NCH employees were busy as well, visiting three dif-
ferent kindergarten classes for gifts and a special read-
along of the classic Polar Express with Santa. 

SOURCE Irving ISD



Page 6 December 31, 2016     www.RamblerNewspapers.com

FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their infor-
mation on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving 
Rambler will have accurate information. Listings are 
limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location 
and time. If an organization wishes to have more in-
formation than the free listing offers, we will continue 
to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Buttons & Bows Square 

& Round Dance Club 
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
DFW Scroller Saw Club

Last Saturday of each month
9:30 AM to 11:30 AM

Georgia Farrow Rec Center 530 Davis St.
www.dfwscrollers.net / 214-995-9270

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thursday of the month 

7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain

www.irvingarc.org
Irving AMBUCS

Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.
at Spring Creek BBQ

 Irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Second Tuesday each month @ 7:30 P.M.

132 E. Second St. Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm 
IHOP on Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Chateau on Wildbriar Lake

1515 Hard Rock Road
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS

* It was award-winning American novelist 
Ann Patchett who made the following sage 
observation: “The question is whether or not 
you choose to disturb the world around you, 
or if you choose to let it go on as if you had 
never arrived.”

* The world’s smallest city block can be 
found in the small town of Dothan, Alabama. 
Bordered by Appletree, College and Troy 
streets, the block was once home to a single 
two-story building measuring 38 feet long 
and 27 feet wide.

* Most Americans are familiar with graham 
crackers -- they’re a favorite childhood 
snack. But have you ever wondered what 
they’re made of? The obvious answer is 

“graham flour” -- but what is that? It’s just flour made from 
whole wheat. This type of flour was named after a 19-century 
Presbyterian minister named Sylvester Graham, who promoted 
the snack as a digestive aid and a cure for alcoholism. 

* You might be surprised to learn that, although Charles 
Goodyear received a patent for vulcanized rubber in 1844, the 
Maya were creating objects with rubber 3,000 years before 
that.

* The quaking aspen (Populus tremuloides) is the most widely 
distributed tree in North America (as well as the state tree of 
Utah). Groves of them can be found in high altitudes as far 
south as Guanajuato, Mexico, and as far north as the Brooks 
Range of mountains in northern Alaska. Most people don’t 
realize, however, that the groves are not made up of separate 
trees; all the visible trunks are part of a single organism, 
genetically identical and sharing the same root system.
***
Thought for the Day: “The greatest happiness of life is the 
conviction that we are loved -- loved for ourselves, or rather, 
loved in spite of ourselves.” -- Victor Hugo

1. TELEVISION: What TV producer hosted 
the 1960s shows titled “This is Your Life” 
and “Truth or Consequences”?
2. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What 
Revolutionary War figure wrote the line, 
“These are the times that try men’s souls”?
3. MOVIES: In which movie did a killer doll 

named Chucky make his debut?
4. GEOGRAPHY: Where was the now-defunct SEATO (Southeast Asia 
Treaty Organization) headquartered?
5. HISTORY: What was the beginning point of the Oregon trail, 
followed westward by 19th-century settlers?
6. PSYCHOLOGY: What is the fear represented in autophobia?
7. U.S. STATES: The Museum of Osteology in Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma, is focused on what?
8. ANATOMY: What is the name of the facial muscle that allows you to 
raise your eyebrows?
9. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What primate species lives on the Rock of 
Gibraltar in southern Spain?
10. FIRSTS & LASTS: Which U.S. astronaut was the last person to 
stand on the moon?

Answers
1. Ralph Edwards
2. Thomas Paine
3. “Child’s Play”
4. Bangkok, Thailand
5. St. Louis
6. Fear of being alone
7. Skeletons
8. The frontalis
9. Barbary monkeys
10. Gene Cernan
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ors our veterans. Of course, it starts 
here in Oak Grove Cemetery, and 
now we’ve expanded to other cem-
eteries: Shady Grove, Halley, and 
Kit Cemetery as well. We wanted to 
create a program that’s similar to 
those across the nation at national 
and private cemeteries. We wanted 
Irving to have a nice program.”

The group’s hard work and con-
tributions were recognized publicly 
by the State of Texas, with Jeffery 
Chatman, Legislative Director for 
State Representative Rodney An-
derson, speaking at the ceremony 
and presenting a special resolution 
from the state government.

WREATHS
Continued from Page 1

just this year, but in the coming 
years, to become part of the pro-
gram. Buy a wreath to honor a vet-
eran, or even their family’s own vet-
erans, and to never forget,” he said.

(972) 870-1992 
laurier@ramblernewspapers.netOBITUARIES

DEATH NOTICES

Barry Paul Fischer of Coyle, Okla-
homa (formerly of Irving, Texas) 
passed away December 23, 2016 at 
home surrounded by his wife and 
children. 

He was born on January 27, 1955 
to Rev. Alvin Fischer and Amarylis 
Gjerstad Fischer in Cokato, Minne-
sota.

He is survived by his wife, Debra 
(Spearman) of 40 years, 3 children, 
Angie (Chris) Farmer, Bryan (Kris-
tina) Fischer, and Karen Fischer, 8 
grandchildren, his father, Rev. Al-
vin Fischer, sisters: Diane (Curtis) 
Bjornlie, Marella (James) Thomas, 
Marybeth  (Terry) Redlin and broth-
er, Tim (MaryKaye) Fischer,  broth-
er-in-laws: Doug (Diane) Spearman, 
Dale (Patti) Orcutt, Don (Chan) Or-
cutt; sister-in-law, Dana (Kenny) 
Reed,  in-laws, Richard and Marilee 
Spearman  and Dee and Bob Orcutt, 
and a very special friend, Jean Mas-
sengale

He was preceded in death by his 
mother, Amarylis Fischer.

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

 Vera Lorene Eitson - Oct. 14, 1920 - Dec. 21, 2016

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

 David T. Adams - Sep. 24, 1955 - Dec. 20, 2016

Barry Paul Fischer

Services will be held at Hayes Fu-
neral Home in Guthrie, Oklahoma 
on Tuesday, December 27 at 2 p.m.  
There will be an open viewing from 
9 a.m until 1 p.m. that morning.

Friends and family may sign the 
online guestbook at www.hayesfh.
com

DALLAS -- Last year, NerdWal-
let estimated that Dallas and Fort 
Worth consumers would spend 
more for Christmas ($642.62 per 
person in Dallas and $666.68 per 
person in Fort Worth) than consum-
ers in all other major Texas markets 
and more than in most major U.S. 
markets. If that trend were to be 
repeated for the 2016 Christmas, 
then collectively all these purchases 
no doubt mean that homes in Dal-
las-Fort Worth are now flooded with 
tons of new things. 

The key question is how will peo-
ple have room for all this new stuff? 
The Salvation Army is hoping that 
between Christmas and New Year’s, 
DFW residents will do some major 
house cleaning and get rid of the old 
stuff they no longer want or need. 

As the New Year approaches, 
The Salvation Army is accepting 
year-end donations at its six Family 
Stores. Now through Dec. 31, people 
are invited to drop off their gently 
used clothing, linens, household 
appliances, furniture, toys, shoes, 
purses, housewares, and more to re-
ceive a 2016 tax receipt.  

By donating things to The Sal-
vation Army, donors help provide 
hope to those struggling with sub-

In with the new, out with the old
stance abuse. The Salvation Army 
operates two voluntary, residential 
rehabilitation centers in Dallas and 
Fort Worth..

The Salvation Army’s rehab cen-
ters offer people the opportunity to 

rebuild their lives through a volun-
tary, short-term residential self-help 
program. Completely self-funded, 
the program draws its entire oper-
ating budget from the revenue made 
from sales at its Family Stores. 

time of the year to honor them. I 
definitely think it’s a combination 
of a solemn occasion for remem-
brance, but it’s also a time for us to 
come together as a community.

“I really encourage everyone, not 

we do,” Korzenewski said. “In re-
membering veterans, and teaching 
our children the value of remember-
ing our veterans, and that freedom 
was not free, that there was a price 
to be paid. We just want to take this 

“We have a resolution from the 
State of Texas, honoring and giving 
praise to Wreaths Across America, 
especially the Irving chapter,” Chat-
man said. “These resolutions get 
written whenever there is a group in 
the community, or an individual in 
the community, who goes above and 
beyond, deserving recognition from 
the State of Texas. I cannot think of 
a group or event that is more deserv-
ing of this today.

Mike Korzenewski was happy to 
have the Irving chapter honored by 
the state government.

“It’s always good to have our gov-
ernment recognize the value of what 
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Teaching respect from one 
generation to another, Matthew 
Strong helps his son, Gavin (9), 
place wreaths at the headstones 
of veterans. / Photo by John Starkey

Walking among the graves as 
he signals the end of the formal 
ceremony, a musician plays the 
bagpipes. / Photo by John Starkey

Remembering the fallen, Irving 
police officers pay tribute to 
veterans and former police 
officers and fire fighters laid to 
rest at Oak Grove Cemetery. / 
Photo by John Starkey
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By Vaughn-zel Lloyd
To foster kids’ interest in Star 

Wars, South Irving librarians Mary 
Henson and Korey Finch spear-
headed a Christmas themed, cos-
play like event called ‘A Very Merry 
Star Wars Christmas: the Holiday 
Strikes Back.’

“It bridges a generational gap, 
because it’s something that grand-
parents enjoyed when it was in the-
aters. Their kids enjoyed it, who are 
now parents and are enjoying it with 
their kids. If you look, you see kids 
of all ages here that are able to come 
together and love the same thing, 
because it spanned over 30 plus 
years,” Henson said. 

A Very Merry Star Wars Christ-
mas: the Holiday Strikes Back hap-
pened on Saturday, Dec. 17, the  day 
after Rogue One: A Star Wars Story 
was released in theaters. The event 
had kids lined up at the door waiting 
to decorate ornaments, make little 

light sabers, play with some of the 
cosplay enthusiast who were in cos-
tume, and participate in additional 
crafts before collectively watching 
Star Wars: The Force Awakens.

 
“Star Wars is for the library, and 

the library is for everybody,” Finch 
said. “Rouge One came out yester-
day, so this is our way of getting 
people back in the Star Wars mind-
set after The Force Awakens came 
out last year. With the new movie 
coming out yesterday, we wanted to 
show off some cool program ideas. 

“Our library has a really extensive 
collection of Star Wars material. 
Not only do we own all the movies, 
we also have a really large collec-
tion of Star Wars books for adults’ 
nonfiction, memoirs of the actors, 
fiction books aimed at teens and 
kids, graphic novels, and the Disney 
middle grade novels by Tom Angle-
berger and Adam Gidtwitz.”

Finch, who is a children’s librar-
ian, is also involved in an outside 
cosplay group with over 3,000 peo-
ple in the north Texas region that 
promotes events like the one at the 
library and participates in Comic 
Con. 

“We’re just everywhere in the 
greater Dallas area,” Finch said. 
“We needed people to come out in 
costume, so I put the Bat Signal out. 
We were fortunate enough to have 
some friends that had costumes to 
come help out and make the library 
event more appealing.” 

Kay Poladnik who attended with 
her great niece said the craze over 
Star Wars has always been big. She 
saw the first Star Wars movie in the 
seventies. Although her niece does 
not have an overriding passion for 
the series, Kay thinks events like 
these are great for the community. 

“It’s better than being in your 
own living room and working on 

Library wishes a very merry Star Wars Christmas to all
the computer,” Kay said. “We come 
with people that we know, usually, 
but they’re not side to side, so she 
mixes and mingles. It’s a healthy 
outlet for the kids. They get here a 
little early, they might check out 
a book, read a book and see other 
people interacting in a healthy en-
vironment, versus getting into mis-
chief. So it’s very good.”

According to Henson, the South 
Irving library differs from tradi-
tional libraries and puts more of an 
emphasis on being technologically 
driven. 

“There’s also an old fashion idea 
of what a library is, that a library 
is just for checking out books and 
you have to be really quiet,” Hen-
son said. “That’s not true, because 
we are a very technologically based 

library. We certainly want everyone 
to come check out our collection of 
books and DVDs, traditional mate-
rials; but we also want to show that 
we have programming here, so we 
want to be a center in the commu-
nity and let people get to know their 
friends and neighbors better, and 
want people to come in and see we 
have technology programs and craft 
programs. We’re a very inclusive li-
brary.

“This is Black Friday for libraries, 
and it’s gotten to the point where 
Star Wars isn’t just for nerds any-
more. It’s finally bridged the gap to 
the point where it’s for everybody 
and no one’s afraid to say ‘I love Star 
Wars’, because everyone loves Star 
Wars, so I suggest that you get your 
Star Wars on.” 

Girl Scouts of Northeast Texas 
(GSNETX), the largest organization 
shaping young female leaders in 
North Texas, is preparing to kick off 
its 2017 Cookie Season starting Jan. 
13 through Feb. 26. 

Since 1917 the Girl Scout Cookie 
Program has been the engine that 
powers opportunities for girls par-
ticipating in Girl Scouts. The 21st 
century Girl Scout participates in 
the Cookie Program not only to 
build skills such as leadership, busi-

ness ethics, money management 
and more, but to also create change 
within their own North Texas com-
munity by raising money to sup-
port community projects and troop 
activities for the upcoming year. In 
2016, the Girl Scouts Troop to Troop 
program aims to donate 100,000 
Girl Scout Cookie packages to local 
military veterans. 

“The Girl Scout Cookie Program is 
the finest example of the Girl Scout 
Leadership Experience,” said Jenni-

Girl Scout s’mores cookie makes 
its debut as cookie season returns

fer Bartkowski, CEO of Girl Scouts 
of Northeast Texas. “Girls who 
participate in the Cookie Program 
develop critical skills such as goal 
setting, decision making and inter-
personal skills while earning money 
to fuel opportunities for their troop. 
100 percent of the proceeds from 
the Girl Scout Cookie Program stay 
right here in our council. Buying 
a box of Girl Scout Cookies helps 
more than 26,000 girls fulfill their 
dreams, follow their passions, learn 
to lead and ultimately change the 
world.”

To celebrate 100 years of Girl 
Scouts selling cookies, Girl Scouts 
introduced a new cookie flavor: Girl 
Scout S’Mores. The Girl Scout S’Mo-
res cookie will be sold alongside Girl 
Scout classics including Thin Mints, 
Tagalongs, Samoas, Trefoils, Do-Si-
Dos, Tagalongs, Savanah Smiles, 
and Toffee-Tastic. Classic cookies 
can be purchased for $4 a box and 
specialty ingredient cookies, Girl 
Scout S’Mores and Toffee-Tastic, 
sell for $5 a box.

Cookie fans can find nearby cook-
ie booths by visiting www.texas-
cookietime.org or by downloading 
the Cookie Finder app. The app is 
available for iPhone and Android 
by searching GS COOKIES in your 
phone’s app store.  

For more information about the 
Cookie Program, visit www.texas-
cookietime.org. 

SOURCE Girl Scouts of Northeast Texas

cones covered in glitter and purple 
paint transformed their appearance 
to look like clusters of grapes.

The Best of Show winner was TJ 
Lee Elementary. Through their tree, 
students chose amped up technolo-
gy pieces to highlight how waste can 
find new life. Included in their artful 
renderings was a robot, discarded 
computer keyboards, wires, CD cov-
ers, miniature cassettes and other 
digital components. Their tree also 
included a wormery complete with 
earthworms making compost.

In the second phase of judging, 
the visitors to the center were able 
to cast their Viewer’s Choice votes 
through Dec. 18. Many showed up to 
vote during the center’s Make Mer-
ry! Holiday Fun Day on Saturday, 
Dec. 17. 

A third phase invites participants 
to vote for their favorite tree as part 
of a Facebook Page contest for Ir-
ving Arts Center through Dec. 31.

One tree was designed by collab-
orative artist, VET. She performed a 
teacher in-service at the onset of the 
competition season, giving teachers 
various ideas to take back to their 
classroom and implement. 

VET attended the Saturday Fun-
day to instruct visitors on how to 
make decorations using water bot-
tles and their caps. 

“I’ve always loved working with 
found objects,” VET said. “The hol-
iday season is one of those times 
when anything goes.” She demon-
strated how a few simple tools and 
supplies could turn sections of a 
water bottle into flowers, wreaths, 
snowflakes and a kinetic ornament 
that could move up and down. She 

said the water bottles were easy to 
cut with sharp children’s scissors, 
but that the cutting should be done 
with the cap off. She also credited 
bottles as easy to work with and easy 
to do things with. Metallic markers, 
ribbon, twine, water bottles and 
their caps and wipes (for cleaning 
hands after using the markers to 
add color to the transparent bottles) 
were all that was needed to create 
the light-catching, attention-getting 
ornaments.

One grandmother from Arlington 
visited with her 7 year old grand-
daughter, Gabriella. The 7 year old 
had a chance to tell Santa all her 
heart desired for Christmas, before 
making some water bottle decora-
tions.  

“We didn’t know all the activities 
they have here,” the grandmother 
said. She recalled doing crafts when 
they visited the center last Christ-
mas. The grandmother made it clear 
what their main objective was for 
the day, “We wanted to see Santa.”

Santa advised that he had over 50 
children visit him. He zoomed from 
the North Pole, so he could be pres-
ent for those who wanted to see him 
and take Santa Selfies with him. 

“I left this morning. We travel 
very fast,” Santa said.

Included in the Funday was a two 
hour mash up of Santa Selfie-time, 
arts and crafts, viewing of an exhibit 
of Irving ISD children's art along the 
walls of the Main Gallery. There was 
also the center's own reduce/reuse/
recycle mega tree and other theme 
décor. The huge tree features spar-
kling decorated hubcaps, reindeer 
made of corks and more.
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Star Wars fans create their own Christmas ornaments during called ‘A Very Merry Star Wars Christmas: the Holiday Strikes Back.’ / 
Photo by Vaughn-zel Lloyd


