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By Ariel Graham
A ribbon cutting ceremony 

officially signaled the opening 
of Life Safety Park, Coppell’s 
newest education facility, on 
Saturday, Jan. 28. The park, 
a brand new educational fa-
cility in Main Street Coppell, 
is designed to teach children 
how to stay safe in a number 
of situations including during 
severe weather, a fire or while 
driving a vehicle. 

“[Children] will learn all 
aspects of life safety, growing 
up and beyond,” park man-
ager Jamie Perkins said. “It’s 
not just fire safety, but pedes-
trian safety, motor vehicle 
safety, bicycle safety. They’ll 
learn all different aspects of 
what it’s going to take to re-
main safe as they grow into 
the community.” 

The main feature of Life 
Safety Park is a miniature 
city, complete with its own 
fire station, in which children 
will be able to explore, ride 
bikes, and even drive around 
so they can learn how to stay 
safe in traffic. 

“We’ve built a miniature 
city for [children] to walk 
around and learn what to rec-

By Vaughn-zel Lloyd 
The spiciest Texas food ex-

hibitors came together at the 
Irving Convention Center for 
Zestfest, a three-day event 
allowing flavor enthusiasts 
across the DFW area to par-
take in a food inspired cele-
bration.

“It’s the most flavorful 
spicy food show that you will 
ever go to,” Zestfest owner 
Gregory Bagarozy said. “We 
have over 20 booths dedicat-
ed to artists and sauce mak-
ers. If that isn’t enough, we 
have a stage with major chefs 
from the local area including 
Jon Benell, Chef Eddie Deen, 
Food Network chef Loreal 
Gavin, Aryen the Sweet Po-
tato Baby, and other network 
chefs.”

Hosted by Spicy Food Pro-
ductions, the event took place 
on Jan. 27 – 29 and brought 
nearly 15,000 people to the 
convention center over three 
days. Exhibitors featured 
cooking demos by celebrity 
chefs, live music and thou-
sands of food samples. 

“A lot of [small food busi-

Zestfest showcases spiciest Texas foods
nesses] start in their garage 
or become huge corporations 
and put their sweat-equity 
into it and get creative. It’s 
really a joy to see small busi-
nesses grow, because they 
really are the backbone of 
America,” Bagarozy said. 

Zestfest invites all partic-
ipating vendors to partake 
in the People’s Preference 

Award and a Fiery Food Chal-
lenge, which involves a panel 
of judges that votes on which 
spicy and/or zesty food is the 
most deserving of the Golden 
Chile Award. 

“People brought in prod-
ucts last week, and Spicy Pro-
ductions had judges vote on 
the products blindly,” owner 
of Evil Cowboy Kurt Rid-

dlesperger said. “The vendors 
prepared the products in cer-
tain categories. Ours was in 
the medium category.” 

Although Riddlesperger’s 
sauce won the People’s Pref-
erence Award last year for the 
best sauce, for him the event 
is more about people’s reac-
tions and being around his 
family.

“We started in farmers’ 
markets, because we want-
ed to see people’s reactions,” 
Riddlesperger said. “I’ve al-
ready had people come back 
from last year. One of the 
guys had our hat from last 
year and bought the new ver-
sion. Hearing stories of what 
they used [our sauce] with is 
exciting.

“This is also a big family 
occasion for us, because I’m 
from Austin but live here in 
Dallas, so our booth is al-
ways packed with family and 
friends. That’s one of things 
we enjoy, spending time to-
gether and letting people try 
our sauces.”

Trevor Goodson, a stu-
dent at Haslet High School, 
attended the event with his 
parents.

“We come every year,” 
Goodson said. “It’s fun be-
cause you get to test all the 
new spices that come out, 
and get to make mistakes like 
tasting extract. Me and my 
family love spice. You don’t 
come here if you don’t.”

Bagarozy of Spicy Food 
Productions said the event 
is hosted at the Convention 
Center because of its central 
location between Fort Worth 
and Dallas.

Life Safety Park 
provides new 
Coppell facilities

ognize and what to look for,” 
Perkins said. “We’re starting 
with just the smaller kids, but 
this is also a facility that can 
grow as we develop our cur-
riculum. It can grow with the 
middle school kids and high 
school kids.” 

The park also features a 
museum and will offer class-
rooms and meeting places 
that can be rented for public 
use.

In addition to education 
and meeting facilities, Life 
Safety Park also serves as 
Coppell’s official emergen-
cy operations center. In the 
event of an emergency, city 
departments will now be able 
to meet at the park and en-
act an emergency response, 
which will allow for quicker, 
organized feedback. 

Coppell Chief of Police Mac 
Tristan explained how this 
new facility benefits the city 
of Coppell.

“When a major event oc-
curs, whether it’s man-made 
or weather-related, the quick-
er public safety can come to-
gether and respond to that 

By Matthew Pedersen
Engineers for the Texas De-

partment of Transportation 
(TxDOT) are in the planning 
stages of a proposed road ex-
tension, designed to help ease 
traffic at one of Irving’s most 
frequently congested inter-
sections, Conflans Road and 
Highway 161. Conflans Road, 
which stretches from High-
way 161 to Story Road, will 
receive extensive renovations 
over the next few years which 
will expand its reach and al-
low for faster commutes.

Representatives from Tx-
DOT hosted a public meeting 
on the proposed extension of 
Conflans Road in the Irving 
City Hall on Monday, Jan. 16.

“This is one of the busiest 
intersections in the Metro-

Proposed Conflans 
Road extension 
invites public input

plex, so we are constantly 
looking for ways to improve 
the roads in North Texas,” 
Michelle Raglon, Public In-
formation Officer with Tx-
DOT, said. “That’s one of the 
reasons we are extending. We 
have public meetings to make 
sure we have the go ahead, 
or if there are complaints 
from the public, to make sure 
there is some type of public 
involvement in the process. 
The public has 15 days from 
this meeting to comment on 
the project.

“We didn’t have too many 
people show up tonight. The 
people who’ve shown up, the 
people who will be really af-
fected, they know when we’ll 
be getting started. They’ve 

See NEW PARK Page 7

See CONFLANS Page 5

The Irving Police Depart-
ment is investigating two 
theft complaints involving 
suspects who posed as City 
of Irving Water Department 
employees to gain access into 
the victims’ homes. 

Once inside, one suspect 
distracted the victim while 
the other stole property from 
inside the home. Further-
more, both the police depart-
ment and the water depart-
ment have learned of several 
unsuccessful attempts by the 
suspects to gain access to 
homes under the pretext of 
being water department em-
ployees. 

The descriptions of the 
suspects are varied and they 
appear to be targeting elderly 
residents. These suspects are 
not affiliated with the City of 
Irving in any capacity. 

Thieves pose as City of Irving 
Water Department employees

City of Irving Water De-
partment employees or their 
contractors rarely need or re-
quest access inside a custom-
er’s home. Employees will 
typically be dressed in cloth-
ing bearing the City of Irving 
logo, possess valid City of 
Irving credentials and drive 
a City of Irving marked ve-
hicle. Anyone with concerns 
as to the legitimacy of a City 
of Irving Water Department 

employee or a city contrac-
tor, may call the City of Irving 
Customer Service at (972) 
721-2411. 

The Irving Police Depart-
ment urges residents to use 
good judgment when answer-
ing the door: 

Never allow someone into 
your home if you are unsure 
of their identity and purpose; 

Verify their story if you’re 
not expecting them or did 

not request service to your 
address; 

Consider telling them 
you’re busy and don’t have 
time to deal with them at that 
moment; 

Immediately report suspi-
cious activity to the police de-
partment by calling 911. 

SOURCE City of Irving

Intrepid food enthusiasts put their taste buds on the line, chasing the ever elusive, new zesty flavor at this 
year's ZestFest. /Photo by Vaughn-zel Lloyd
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By Joe Snell
Chris Jackson always had a 

hard time answering why he en-
joyed urban wildlife. It was one 
of those things, he said, where 
you just know when you know. 
Speaking to a room full of wild-
life enthusiasts at the Biodiver-
sity Education Center on Jan. 
21, the author and expert on all 
things animals credited adven-
ture and mystery as two reasons 
he fell in love with the craft. 

In one example, Jackson re-
called being baffled when he 
stumbled upon a pair of two box 
turtle skeletons next to each oth-
er near Lewisville. Sightings of 
the skeletons have become in-
creasingly rare in recent years 
and the mystery of the scene in-
trigued him.

“When I was a boy, any time I 
went outdoors I would find one 
of those things,” Jackson said. 
“But in the intervening decades, 
something has happened and 
their numbers have dropped off. 
To find two skeletons side by 
side really had me scratching my 
head. It made me wonder what 
the story could be. I still, even to 
this day, don’t have a good an-
swer for that.”

The discussion, titled “Wildlife 
in your backyard,” was part of 
a larger monthly lecture series 
sponsored by the Friends of Cop-
pell Nature Park. Jackson specif-
ically likes observing animals in 
urban environments because it 
is readily accessible and the an-
imals are conditioned to being 
closer to humans. 

“I talk to a lot of people who go 
out in the country and won’t see 
wildlife,” Jackson said. “In the 
city, the wildlife is accessible and 
tolerant. It’s used to people being 
around, so it gives you a little bit 
extra tolerance from the animal. 
You can get a little bit closer and 
they’ll ignore you for a little bit 
longer.” 

Taking a picture of wildlife is 
inherently challenging, he said, 
and any advantage a photogra-
pher can gain is helpful. A former 
software engineer, 12 years ago 
Jackson decided he wanted to 
add website development to his 
resume. He spent a few weeks 
putting together an early ver-
sion of the DFW Urban Wildlife 

Chris Jackson unlocks urban wildlife mysteries
website, a site dedicated to docu-
menting urban animal life in the 
Dallas/Fort Worth area. Soon af-
ter creating the website, Jackson 
dusted off his old Pentax-K-1000 
35mm camera he used in college 
and more aggressively pursued 
nature photography. His early 
results, he admits, were not stel-
lar; but he became immediately 
hooked.

“For years I harbored an unex-
pressed interest in photography 
and writing,” Jackson said. “I 
needed a venue. Now my prima-
ry objective is just to observe and 
hopefully see something new. If 
I get to see something interest-
ing, some new behavior or may-
be an animal that I haven’t seen 
frequently or an animal in a new 
place, I get real excited. Now if I 
can document it in a photograph, 
that’s even better.”

The Biodiversity Education 
Center is a green construct-
ed, net zero building, receiving 
power from 96 solar panels and 
includes a cistern that captures 
over 9,000 gallons of rain wa-
ter. The center sits on 66 acres 
at the Coppell Nature Park and 
is consistently used by Friends 
of Coppell Nature Park (FCNP), 
a group that acts as a bridge be-
tween outdoor enthusiasts and 
the larger nature park. FCNP, a 
501c3 organization, hosts a num-
ber of different activities in the 
area. 

“We put on different lecture 
series, do trail maintenance, and 
have events throughout the year 
[including] the lecture series,” 
FCNP board member Pamela 
Graham said. “We have hun-
dreds and hundreds of volun-
teers that help us maintain. We 
also work closely with the school 
districts.”

The nature park, Jackson said, 
is a perfect location for anyone 
looking to begin wildlife photog-
raphy and stressed four elements 
all newcomers should keep in 
mind when first starting: a sub-
ject to shoot, a place to go, a cam-
era, and a reason to engage. The 
biggest mistake Jackson noticed 
in new animal photographers is 
not having enough patience. 

“Just like with so many other 
pursuits, wildlife photography 
requires a certain level of dedica-

tion to master,” he said. “Devel-
oping a proficiency with wildlife 
photography is a journey, and I 
think sometimes beginners are 
not patient enough with them-
selves. You have to give yourself 
a chance to grow and learn over 
what -- for some of us -- can be a 
long period of time.”

Jackson documents a lot of his 
findings on iNaturalist, a website 
that encourages users to share 
wildlife pictures and engage in 
discussion about each of their 
findings. The discussion, he 
said, is the most important part 
to helping us realize the impact 
these animals have on our lives.

“Everything that makes us en-
joy stories and books and movies 
can be found by observing wild-
life,” Jackson said. “It’s the real 
thing. Try to put yourself in the 
place of some of these animals 
and the struggles they have to 
go through and how everything 
is on the line for them all the 
time. They don’t have doctors. 
They don’t have 911 they can 
call. There’s really a lot to admire 
about what they can do.”

Author and wildlife photographer Chris Jackson leads a discussion on urban wildlife at the Biodiversity Education Center. 
/Photo by Joe Snell

Kindergarten and sixth grade stu-
dents from Manara Academy, an 
Irving charter school, recently par-
ticipated in a field study at Buckner 
International Warehouse.

The kindergarten students led a 
“Sock and Shoe” donation drive at 
the Manara Irving campus. With the 
guidance of their sixth grade men-
tors, the little ones delivered the 170 
pairs of shoes and socks they col-
lected to the warehouse and toured 
the organization. The students saw 
how donations are gathered, sorted, 

Students donate footwear

ZESTFEST
Continued from Page 1

“The real reason it’s centrally 
located is so the communities can 
come to the event,” he said. “There 
is some consternation between Dal-
las residents and Fort Worth resi-
dents saying Fort Worth is where 
the west begins and Dallas is east, 
so they meet in the middle and have 
a good time.”

Bagarozy added that throughout 
his 22 years of putting together the 
event, what stands out is the entre-
preneurship.

“These people work their heart 
out and are passionate about their 
products,” he said. “To see them 
succeed is one of the greatest joys in 
my life.”

and shipped.
Their next expedition will focus on 

the importance of water. Classes will 
partner with Buckner to buy water 
filters, collecting “Small Change for 
a Big Change” to benefit families in 
Peru.

SOURCE Manara Academy 
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By Matthew Pedersen
Members of the Irving Family 

YMCA held an evening kickoff party 
at the Irving Arts Center on Thurs-
day, Jan. 19, to showcase their 2016 
achievements and to look forward to 
the coming year. Mazhar Ali, Cam-
paign Chairman for the Dallas chap-
ter of the YMCA, led the festivities.

“This year’s, call it ‘theme’ for a 

Irving Family YMCA programs impact young lives
lack of a better word, is ‘Why I Y,’” 
Ali said. “Growing up, the Y really 
seemed like a country club environ-
ment. When I looked at my parents 
and saw the troubles we were going 
through, [the YMCA] wasn’t some-
thing I wanted to be a part of. When 
it came to the YMCA, all of those 
wonderful pictures I saw looked re-
ally expensive.

“When I got an opportunity to 
work with some of my colleagues at 
the bank, one person in particular 
mentioned all the work that the Y 
does. I said, ‘How does the Y afford 
to do that? He said it was because 
people step up and make sure that 
those programs occur. It’s creating 
those partnerships. It’s working 
with people in the community to 

provide them with those services. 
That’s when I was sold and why I 
wanted to join the Y.

Ali, who joined the YMCA nearly 
eight years ago, didn’t initially un-
derstand what he was getting into.

“I started noticing that there are 
needs. All of us can step up, and that 
is where those partnerships come 
in, creating those bonds and bring-
ing everything together,” he said. 
“That’s my personal Y story, and as 
my children grow up they will have 
their own Y story.”

Ali went on to discuss the figures 
regarding how many people have 
been helped in the past year.

“How many members do we im-
pact? Quite a few,” Ali said. “I’m 
going to give you some statistics to 
share with you what we’re doing 
and how we’re changing lives. 2,122 
children play sports at the Irving 
YMCA. 700 special needs children 
are touched every year through our 
Miracle League Program. 180 is 
the number of teenagers who par-
ticipated in the summer programs. 

These are students that are out of 
school, some of them may have part 
time jobs, but if it wasn’t for the Y, 
they may have been misbehaving.”

YMCA Youth and Government 
(Y&G), a special program that al-
lows young adults to go to the state 
capital in order to learn how to affect 
legislation, is a point of emphasis for 
the Dallas chapter.

“Something that is near and dear 
to my heart is our 71 Youth in Gov-
ernment students,” he said. “These 
are junior high and high school 
students who actively participated 
in a program to create legislation. 
They go through a round of pub-
lic speaking. They get together and 
cooperate, talking together about 
how to create legislation. Those ac-
cepted into the program get to go to 
Austin, Texas. The first time I ever 
did that, I had a college class that 
allowed me to do that. That feeling 
is so real when you’re sitting in that 
chair, you realize that this is within 
your reach.”

Keep Irving Beautiful (KIB) and 
the City of Irving Code Enforcement 
Department were recently honored 
at the Keep America Beautiful Na-
tional Awards Ceremony. The event 
took place during Keep America 
Beautiful 2017 National Conference 
in Washington, D.C.

KIB and Code Enforcement were 
among the more than 80individuals 
and/or organizations from com-
munities across America to receive 
national recognition. KIB distin-
guished itself as an affiliate by re-
ceiving both the President’s Circle 
Award and the Sustained Excellence 
Award. The Code Enforcement De-
partment was honored with a first 
place National Community Im-
provement Award in the “Overall 
Community Improvement” catego-
ry.

Keep America Beautiful National 
Awards acknowledge the passion, 
dedication, and impact of Keep 
America Beautiful affiliates as well 
as partner organizations and indi-
viduals who share the Keep Amer-
ica Beautiful vision of a country in 
which every community is a clean, 
green, and beautiful place to live. 
Established in 1953, Keep America 
Beautiful consists of a national net-
work of more than 620 statewide 
and community-based affiliates 

Keep America Beautiful honors 
KIB, Irving Code Enforcement

whose programs, initiatives, and 
efforts, supported by millions of vol-
unteers, help transform public spac-
es into beautiful places.

“These imaginative, inspiration-
al and transformative community 
leaders help bring to life creative, re-
sourceful and meaningful programs 
in their communities,” said Mike 
Rosen, Keep America Beautiful se-
nior vice president, marketing and 
communications, who served as em-
cee of the event. “It’s my privilege to 
recognize Keep Irving Beautiful for 
such valuable, mission-based work 
that helps their community be more 
socially connected, environmentally 
healthy and economically sound.”

“We take a great deal of pride in 
what we do here in Irving. While we 
don’t do it for the recognition, it is 
certainly very nice to be honored 
by our national organization,” KIB 
Board President Jim Scrivner said. 
“KIB was one of only five affiliates 
in the country to receive Sustained 
Excellence Award this year, which 
is a great accomplishment. The City 
of Irving Code Enforcement was 
also very deserving of its First Place 
Award in Overall Community Im-
provement.”

The Keep America Beautiful Na-
tional Conference, its premier edu-
cational brought together more than 

350 leaders from the Keep America 
Beautiful national network of affili-
ates, business leaders, policymakers 
and other experts who shared inno-
vative ideas and proven strategies to 
help End Littering, Improve Recy-
cling, and Beautify America’s Com-
munities.

SOURCE Keep Irving Beautiful

Biomedical sciences 
teacher selected to 
conduct NIH research

Irving High School Biomedical 
Sciences Academy teacher Daphne 
Rickard has been selected to work 
on a project for the National Human 
Genome Research Institute. 

The institute is an affiliate of the 
National Institute of Health (NIH). 
The group meets monthly to work 
on Genomics Literacy Education 
and Engagement. Rickard will also 
attend a Strategic Visioning Meeting 
in Bethesda, Md., in March for this 
project.

SOURCE Irving ISD
Daphne Rickard, a biomedical sciences 
teacher at Irving High School, has 
been selected to conduct research for a 
National Institute of Health (NIH) project.

DALLAS – For 25 years, Kidd’s 
Kids has taken children with life-al-
tering conditions on the vacation of 
a lifetime to Walt Disney World. The 
program of the Kraddick Founda-
tion – a 501(c)3 non-profit organi-
zation founded by legendary radio 
personality Kidd Kraddick – serves 
children ages 5-12 years old.

Kraddick’s daughter Caroline, 
who now leads the Foundation, has 
long envisioned hosting a similar 
trip for teenagers.

This summer, her dream will be-
come reality with the first annual 

Kidd’s Kids unveils trip 
for teens to Orlando

Kidd’s Kids Teen Trip to Give Kids 
The World Village in Orlando, June 
3-9. Teens ages 13-18 years old who 
are diagnosed with a life-threaten-
ing condition, and their families, will 
enjoy an all-expenses-paid vacation 
to the resort, including three days at 
Walt Disney World, two days at Uni-
versal Orlando and one day at Sea 
World Orlando. 

“I can’t express how excited I am 
to expand the Kidd’s Kids program 
beyond our amazing annual trip 
in November and to bring another 
life-changing experience to an older 
group of kids and their families,” said 
Caroline Kraddick, CEO and Chief 
Happiness Officer of Kidd’s Kids. 
“My team and I recently toured Give 
Kids The World Village, and it’s a 
truly remarkable resort tailor-made 
for the Kidd’s Kids Teen Trip!” 

Applications are now available 
for download at KiddsKids.com for 
teens between the ages of 13 and 
18 who have been diagnosed with a 
life-threatening condition. 

The deadline to submit applica-
tions is Friday, March 24.

Give Kids The World Village is a 
79-acre, non-profit “storybook” re-
sort that exists solely for the fulfill-
ment of wishes granted to children 
through a partnering wish-granting 
organization. The child and his/
her family are provided accommo-

dations, meals, entertainment and 
theme park tickets to the world-fa-
mous attractions of Central Florida. 

Founded in 1991, the Kraddick 
Foundation and Kidd’s Kids pro-
gram were developed on the prem-
ise of making a difference in the 
lives of children with life-altering 
and life-threatening medical con-
ditions. Over the years, more than 
1,000 children and their families 
have attended the trip, totaling 
more than 3,750 people.

The Kraddick Foundation covers 
all expenses and coordinates the 
entire experience, which includes 
airfare, hotel, park passes, meals, 
transportation, spending money, 
gifts and mementos from the trip. 

Funding for the first-annual 
Kidd’s Kids Teen Trip is expected 
to come from a “Morning of Mag-
ical Memories” breakfast event 
hosted by Caroline Kraddick. The 
free event, which will also feature 
Kidd’s Kids families and volunteers 
sharing their memories of previous 
trips, will be held at the Omni Dal-
las Hotel on March 7, beginning at 
8 a.m.

For more information on Kidd’s 
Kids, visit KiddsKids.com, or follow 
the charity on Facebook (Facebook.
com/KiddsKids) and Twitter (Twit-
ter.com/KiddsKids). 

SOURCE Kraddick Foundation® 
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DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY

FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY

Proposed Flood Hazard Determinations for the City of Irving, Dallas County, 
Texas, Case No. 16-06-2467P. The Department of Homeland Security’s Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) solicits technical information or comments 
on proposed flood hazard determinations for the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), 
and where applicable, the Flood Insurance Study (FIS) report for your community.  
These flood hazard determinations may include the addition or modification of Base 
Flood Elevations, base flood depths, Special Flood Hazard Area boundaries or zone 
designations, or the regulatory floodway.  The FIRM and, if applicable, the FIS report 
have been revised to reflect these flood hazard determinations through issuance 
of a Letter of Map Revision (LOMR), in accordance with Title 44, Part 65 of the 
Code of Federal Regulations.  These determinations are the basis for the floodplain 
management measures that your community is required to adopt or show evidence 
of having in effect to qualify or remain qualified for participation in the National 
Flood Insurance Program. For more information on the proposed flood hazard 
determinations and information on the statutory 90-day period provided for appeals, 
please visit FEMA’s website at www.fema.gov/plan/prevent/fhm/bfe, or call the FEMA 
Map Information eXchange (FMIX) toll free at 1-877-FEMA MAP (1-877-336-2627).

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO ISSUE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS
COMBINATION TAX AND REVENUE CERTIFICATES OF OBLIGATION,

TAXABLE SERIES 2017A

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on March 2, 2017 the City Council of the City of Irving, Texas, 
at 7:00 p.m. at a regular meeting of the City Council to be held at the City Hall, 825 W. Irving 
Blvd., Irving, Texas, the regular meeting place of the City Council, intends to pass an ordinance 
authorizing the issuance of not to exceed $14,000,000 principal amount of Certificates of Obligation, 
in one or more series, for the purpose of paying contractual obligations to be incurred for the 
following purposes, to wit: (i) designing, developing, constructing, and equipping a convention 
center  parking facility within the City, including related water and wastewater and storm drainage 
facilities and improvements and street and roadway improvements, including streetscaping and 
streetlighting, (the “Project”) (ii) paying professional services of attorneys, financial advisors 
and other professionals in connection with the Project and the issuance of the Certificates.  
The Certificates shall bear interest at a rate not to exceed fifteen percent (15%) per annum, 
and shall have a maximum maturity date of not later than forty (40) years after their date.  Said 
Certificates shall be payable from the levy of a direct and continuing ad valorem tax against all 
taxable property within the City sufficient to pay the interest on this series of Certificates as due 
and to provide for the payment of the principal thereof as the same matures, as authorized by 
Subchapter C, Chapter 271, Texas Local Government Code, as amended, and from all or a part 
of the surplus revenues of the City’ s waterworks and sewer system, such pledge of surplus 
revenues being limited to $1,000.

THIS NOTICE is given in accordance with law and as directed by the City Council of the City 
of Irving, Texas.
GIVEN THIS January 25, 2017.
Shanae Jennings - City Secretary
City of Irving, Texas

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO ISSUE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS
COMBINATION TAX AND REVENUE CERTIFICATES OF OBLIGATION,

TAXABLE SERIES 2017B

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on March 2, 2017 the City Council of the City of Irving, Texas, at 
7:00 p.m. at a regular meeting of the City Council to be held at the City Hall, 825 W. Irving Blvd., 
Irving, Texas, the regular meeting place of the City Council, intends to pass an ordinance authorizing 
the issuance of not to exceed $26,000,000 principal amount of Certificates of Obligation, in one 
or more series, for the purpose of paying contractual obligations to be incurred for the following 
purposes, to wit: (i) designing, developing, constructing, and equipping convention center meeting 
facilities, including related water and wastewater and storm drainage facilities and improvements 
and street and roadway improvements, including streetscaping and streetlighting (the “Project”), 
(ii) paying capitalized interest on the certificates and (iii) paying professional services of attorneys, 
financial advisors and other professionals in connection with the Project and the issuance of the 
Certificates.  The Certificates shall bear interest at a rate not to exceed fifteen percent (15%) per 
annum, and shall have a maximum maturity date of not later than forty (40) years after their date.  
Said Certificates shall be payable from the levy of a direct and continuing ad valorem tax against 
all taxable property within the City sufficient to pay the interest on this series of Certificates as 
due and to provide for the payment of the principal thereof as the same matures, as authorized 
by Subchapter C, Chapter 271, Texas Local Government Code, as amended, and from certain 
State sales tax revenues, City mixed beverage tax revenues, State hotel occupancy tax revenues, 
City sales tax revenues and City hotel occupancy tax revenues (subordinate to the pledge of the 
City hotel occupancy taxes pledged to the City’s Combination Tax and Revenue Certificates of 
Obligation, Series 2009), all pursuant to Section 351.102 Texas Tax Code, as amended.

THIS NOTICE is given in accordance with law and as directed by the City Council of the City of 
Irving, Texas.
GIVEN THIS January 25, 2017.
Shanae Jennings - City Secretary
City of Irving, Texas

By Matthew Pedersen
MainStage Irving-Las Colinas 

continued its season after the suc-
cess of the Tony Award winning Chi-
cago with a far different, but no less 
spectacular production, Five Wom-
en Wearing the Same Dress. The 
play, written by Alan Ball (HBO’s 
True Blood and Six Feet Under), 
debuted Friday night, Jan. 20. The 
audience response was overwhelm-
ingly positive with joke after joke 
causing surges of roaring laughter. 

The play follows the story of five 
average women who begrudgingly 
accept the role of bridesmaids for 
a lavish wedding taking place at 
an opulent Tennessee estate. The 
quintet take refuge in the sister of 
the bride’s room, escaping the dra-
ma and social obligations of the 
reception while talking about life, 
love, and the myriad challenges that 
come with both. 

True to form, the play’s main 

MainStage presents Five Women 
Wearing the Same Dress

strength is its cast of characters. 
With such a conservatively num-
bered core group, there is a great 
amount of time which allows each 
of them to be given an individual 
story arc that delves into who each 
is as a character. Drastic decisions 
are sometimes made, not always for 
the best, and the drama that unfolds 
is just as engrossing as the come-
dy that interspaces it. Far different 
from the musically inclined Chica-
go production, Five Women Wear-
ing the Same Dress creates a world 
through its characters which feels 
real and genuine, making it all the 
more enchanting.

Each role, masterfully played by 
the MainStage Irving-Las Colinas 
cast, provides a realistic interpre-
tation of the character’s situation. 
Cast members handle the sudden, 
often jarring, changes in mood with 
professional talent. In particular Liz 
Millea, who debuted on MainStage 

Irving-Las Colinas as Velma Kelly 
in Chicago, showed an incredible 
range of emotion and a vast differ-
ence from the satirical, larger than 
life character she played in her earli-
er performance.

This play is a mature production, 
featuring mentions of sex, drug use, 
and vulgarity. While this precludes 
anyone from bringing along chil-
dren, it is refreshing to see a local 
production approach such themes 
with tact and grace. Life has its dirty 
side, and Five Women Wearing the 
Same Dress tackles that grittiness 
with no reservation. Often these 
themes serve solely to heighten the 
emotional drama the characters en-
counter, but Five Dresses rendered 
a deeper level to their characters. 
Overall, Five Women Wearing the 
Same Dress continues MainStage’s 
fantastic series of productions, and 
fans of previous shows should count 
this as a can’t miss attraction.

By Nathaniel Sillin
Have you ever considered how 

lenders compare applicants? Typ-
ically, the lowest rate goes to those 
who have the highest likelihood 
of repaying the loan on time. A lot 
of data goes into determining that 
probability, including the person’s 
credit, income and outstanding 
debt. 

As these factors improve, your 
terms on new loans might improve 
as well. You could also refinance 
debts you took on earlier in life to 
take advantage of the changes. As 
a result, you might be able to de-
crease your interest rate, lower your 

Refinancing your debt could be a good idea if…
monthly payment and save a lot of 
money. 

Refinancing, which is often done 
by taking out a new loan to pay off 
existing debt, can be surprisingly 
simple. In some cases, you can sub-
mit all the information online, and 
the entire process will only take a 
few days. However, refinancing 
more complex debts, such as a mort-
gage, can take considerably longer.

While refinancing doesn’t always 
make sense, it’s worth considering if 
you’re in one of the following situa-
tions.

Interest rates dropped. Some 
loans’ interest rates depend on a 

benchmark interest rate, such as 
the London Interbank Offered Rate 
(LIBOR). Even if your financial pro-
file stays the same, when the bench-
mark rate rises or falls, your interest 
rate on a new loan could rise or fall 
as well. 

You want to change the terms of 
your loan. Because you’re taking 
out a new loan to pay off existing 
debt, you might have the oppor-
tunity to change the terms of the 
loan. For example, you could have 
a variable-rate student loan whose 
interest rate rises or falls with a 
benchmark. You might be able to 
refinance with a fixed-rate student 
loan and have certainty that your 
monthly payments won’t change in 
the future. 

If you have a lower interest rate 
after refinancing and have the same 
amount, or less, time to repay the 
loan, you can save money over the 
lifetime of the loan.

You want to lower your monthly 
payments. Say you have a 30-year 
mortgage that you’ve been paying 
off for five years. If you refinance 
with another 30-year mortgage, 
you have an extra five years to pay 

off approximately the same amount 
of money. As a result, your month-
ly payments could be lower, but be 
sure to take into consideration the 
fact that you will likely wind up pay-
ing more in interest. 

Your loan has a cosigner. Perhaps 
you asked someone to cosign your 
auto loan to improve your chances 
of getting approved or getting a low-
er interest rate. If you’re eligible for 
refinancing on your own, you might 
be able to release your cosigner and 
take full responsibility for the new 
loan. 

Proceed carefully because apply-
ing for refinancing could hurt your 
credit. Applying for refinancing of-
ten results in a hard inquiry, when a 
potential lender reviews your cred-
it. Generally, a single hard inquiry 
won’t have a large negative impact 
on credit, but multiple hard inqui-
ries might. 

When you’re refinancing a mort-
gage, auto loan or student loans you 
can still shop around and try to find 
the best rate without worrying about 
your credit too much. As long as 
the hard inquiries happen within a 
14- to 45-day period (depending on 

the credit-scoring model) the cred-
it-scoring model will consider them 
a single inquiry. 

Consider the fees and find your 
break-even point before refinanc-
ing. Depending on the type of debt 
and the lender, there could be costs 
associated with refinancing debt. 
For example, some loans have an 
origination fee, either a flat fee or 
a percentage of the loan amount, 
which could be significant. 

The break-even point is how long 
it’ll take you to recoup the costs as-
sociated with refinancing. For ex-
ample, it could cost you $3,000 to 
refinance your mortgage, but you’ll 
save $150 each month. You’ll break 
even after 20 months because that’s 
when you’ll have saved $3,000 in 
monthly payments. If you plan on 
selling the home before the break-
even point, it likely doesn’t make 
sense to refinance. 

Use the same sort of calculations 
to weigh the pros and cons of refi-
nancing other types of debts. When 
it looks like refinancing could be 
beneficial, shop around to try and 
find the terms that best fit your 
needs. 

Five bridesmaids discuss life, love, and everything in between during the MainStage performance of Five Women Wearing the 
Same Dress. /Courtesy Photo
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Nala
Hi. I'm Nala. I'm about 9 months old, and was rescued from another shelter. They say I'm a smooth 
coated Dutch Shepherd mix, and my appearance and personality would indicate that I'm just that. 
I'm a sweet, friendly, active girl. I know some commands. Like any shepherd, I'm smart and fun-lov-
ing. I like to chase anything you throw. I'm just a little rusty on the catching, and could use a family 
to practice with me on the catching, and other fun activities. So if you are ready for a fun furry friend, 
let's meet.

Flo
Hello, my name is Flo, but you already know that, don't you? I'm 
six months old and a female. Darn, you know that, too. I came here 
with my brothers and sisters, but they're all gone now. I'm the only 
one left of the litter. (Ha! Didn't know that, did ya?) 
Like most kittens, I like to play with toys and I'm real friendly. I love 
to be petted, too. (But then who doesn't?)So if you're looking for a 
friendly, playful addition to your family, I may be a perfect fit. But we 
won't know until you come down and meet me. So get in the car 
and come on over. The sooner, the better.

CONFLANS
Continued from Page 1

seen the plans. They’ve got a chance 
to comment, and the people who 
own land, the people who will be 
affected the most, want the plan to 
move forward and be completed as 
quickly as possible.”

Naser Abusaad, a Consultant 
Project Manager for the City of Ir-
ving, talked about the details of the 
road extension.

“Currently, Conflans on the East 
side comes in and really terminates 
under President George Bush Turn-
pike or State Highway 161,” Abusaad 
said. “This project takes [Conflans] 
and extends it westward, over the 
existing levy, over Bear Creek, and 
we tie in to FAA Boulevard, which is 
West. So we’re connecting East and 
West Conflans with FAA Boulevard. 
It is proposed as a four lane road-
way, divided with a raised median.

“There is actually a hike and bike 
trail on the bridge. There is a future 
high speed bike way along Bear 
Creek that is in the Metropolitan 
Transportation Plan that this area 
crosses, so the bridge would accom-
modate cyclists as well as pedestri-
ans. The trail is on one side, then we 
have a side walk on the other side.” 

Abusaad also talked about how 
the Conflans extension has been in 
the planning stages for quite some 
time.

“Basically, since Conflans termi-
nates, connectivity is really the main 
purpose of the project. 183 is just to 
the North, so having this relief to 
183, as well as providing access op-
portunities to FAA and Conflans is 
the goal. It’s been in the transpor-
tation plan for the City of Irving, as 
well as the Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Plan, for some time.”

While the year 2025 is the sched-
uled completion date, most observ-
ers believe it will be sooner.

“2025 is a worst case scenario,” 
Abusaad said. “It really depends on 
funding. Our goal now is to environ-
mentally clear the project. That’s 
the reason we’re having this public 
meeting. We’re producing environ-
mental documents.”

Grace Lo, Project Manager for 
TxDOT, said construction should 
only take about a year once funding 
is finalized.

“I’m thinking 2021, maybe even 
shorter to start construction,” Lo 
said. 

Michelle Raglon, in reference to 
continuing planning stages, talked 
about how public meanings are a 
way citizens can voice their concerns 
in an informal fashion.

“This is still early in planning,” 
Raglon said. “Normally what hap-
pens after we have our public meet-
ings is we have public hearings. 
Public hearings are the formal part 
of the meeting. It gives people an 
opportunity for one on one with our 
team. They get a chance to voice 
their opinions, if they want to see 
particular changes, if they like it, if 

they don’t like it. We take all those 
comments, we listen, and we pro-
vide answers to those concerns.”

Raglon mentioned that the 
changes to Conflans are done with 
the people of Irving’s best interest, 
making their travels and environ-
ment more amiable.

“So far, there haven’t been any 
complaints,” she said. “Most asked 
how fast we can do this, to give the 
road some relief. That’s why we do 
most of these projects, for conges-
tion relief, as well as for the air qual-
ity. To make sure that things keep 
moving fast and smooth, so people 
have a more reliable commute.”

Nimitz High School seniors 
RiZhane Bridges and Jessica Bel-
man organized a fashion show bene-
fitting The Main Place and Compas-
sion Ministries. 

The fashion show, held Jan. 19 
at Nimitz, also enlisted the help of 
students from the culinary and flo-
ral design program, who collected 
clothing and provided snacks and 
décor. Models wore clothes donat-
ed by The Main Place, a retail store 
without a cash register that provides 
free new clothing to high school stu-
dents in need. 

Guests donated clothing, which 
was donated to The Main Place; 
blankets, which were donated to 
Compassion Ministries; or $2, 
which went to purchasing additional 
blankets for Compassion Ministries. 
With more than 60 people in atten-
dance, several boxes of clothing and 
blankets were collected as well as al-
most $100. In addition, Al DeBerry 
with The Hotel Association matched 
the money raised, donating an addi-
tional $100 for the cause.

SOURCE Irving ISD

Fashion show benefits The Main 
Place,Compassion Ministries

Nimitz High School seniors Jessica Belman (left) and RiZhane Bridges (right) host 
a fashion show benefitting Compassion Ministries and The Main Place in Irving, 
represented by Sharon Johnston (center).  /Courtesy Photo

Irving ISD hosts graduation for PACT parents
Irving ISD celebrated over 180 

parents as the third group of par-
ticipants to complete the district’s 
PACT Program. Pictured are par-
ent participants from Brown Ele-
mentary School, one of sixteen dis-
trict schools to offer the computer 
course. 

In November 2015, Irving ISD’s 
Language and Parent Services 
partnered with Parents Alliance, 
an organization in Houston, to 
implement free computer cours-
es designed for Spanish-speaking 
parents through the PACT Pro-
gram. The program offers a 32-
hour series on computer skills, 
parent education and financial lit-
eracy, all facilitated by district par-
ent liaisons who have been trained 
and certified by Parents Alliance.  
Parents were honored by their re-
spective school principals, parent 

liaisons and district administrators 
with a certificate of completion in 
a graduation ceremony recogniz-
ing their hard work and success. 
Speakers for the event included Su-
perintendent of Schools Dr. Jose L. 
Parra, Ed.D.; Division of Student 
Support Services Dr. Laina Mc-
Donald, Ed.D; and Parents Alliance 
Founder José Pablo Fernández.  
Last year, Irving ISD blazed a trail 
for the PACT Program, graduat-
ing more than 190 parents in its 
first year and becoming what Mr. 
Fernández calls a “national model” 
for a program dedicated to equip-
ping Hispanic parents with essential 
tools to support both their own ed-
ucation and their children’s educa-
tion. On the heels of this graduation, 
the district looks forward to gradu-
ating another class of participants in 
April 2017. 

SOURCE Irving ISD

DEATH NOTICES

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

Billy L. Welborn - Jan. 14, 1920 – Jan. 14, 2017
Glenda A. Fulmer-Coleman - Oct. 2, 1940 – Jan. 24, 2017
Shirley Davison - Jan. 16, 1936 – Jan. 29, 2017

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

Rev. William F. Forrest - Mar. 22, 1931 – Jan. 25, 2017
Violet E. Feldhusen - December 13, 1916 - January 29, 2017
Barbara Smith - Dec. 15, 1948 – Jan. 26, 2017
Homer Anderson - Jul. 30, 1951 -  Jan. 28, 2017
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their infor-
mation on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving 
Rambler will have accurate information. Listings are 
limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location 
and time. If an organization wishes to have more in-
formation than the free listing offers, we will continue 
to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Buttons & Bows Square 

& Round Dance Club 
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Evening Lions Club

1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm
Community Bible Church

2301 Texas Drive
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Hallelujah Pool Players

Every Wed. @ Noon
Heritage Senior Center

200 S Jefferson St., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month 
7:30 to 9 PM

Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
 Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Second Tuesday each month @ 7:30 P.M.

132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm 
IHOP on Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Chateau on Wildbriar Lake

1515 Hard Rock Road
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS

1. MYTHOLOGY: Who was the queen of 
the warrior women called Amazons?
2. GOVERNMENT: What did the 22nd 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution do?
3. ADVERTISEMENTS: What luggage 

company used a gorilla in a 1970 advertisement to show how tough its 
Samsonite brand was?
4. ART: Where is The Field Museum located?
5. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which U.S. president had the nickname “Old 
Rough and Ready”?
6. GAMES: What is a grand slam in bridge?
7. HISTORY: In what year did the French invade England (The Battle 
of Hastings)?
8. LITERATURE: Which famous Beat poet wrote the poem titled 
“Howl”?
9. GEOGRAPHY: The Leonardo Da Vinci-Fiumicino Airport is located 
in what city?
10. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What is a petroglyph?

Answers
1. Hippolyta
2. Limits presidents to two terms
3. American Tourister
4. Chicago
5. Zachary Taylor
6. Winning all 13 tricks
7. 1066
8. Allen Ginsberg
9. Rome, Italy
10. Rock carving

* It was 20th-century American writer and political 
activist Max Eastman who made the following sage 
observation: “It is the ability to take a joke, not make 
one, that proves you have a sense of humor.”

* Have you ever wondered why a “down” in Amer-
ican football is called that? In the early days of the 
sport, when the ball carrier was tackled, he was 
supposed to yell “Down!” to avoid getting hit by other 
players. 

* If you’re like one-third of American vacationers, you 
spend at least some time cleaning your holiday lodg-
ings upon arrival. 

* In many Mediterranean countries, a typical breakfast consists of some 
combination of the following: tomatoes, olives, cheese, bread and hard-boiled 
eggs.

* The Guinness Book of World Records (now known simply as Guinness 
World Records) is so named because in 1951, Sir Hugh Beaver, the man-
aging director of the Guinness Breweries, wanted to settle an argument over 
whether the golden plover or the red grouse was the fastest game bird in Eu-
rope. Unable to find the answer in reference books, Beaver realized that there 
must be many such questions debated in pubs, but no reference book to set-
tle them. Another Guinness employee recommended professional fact-find-
ers (and twin brothers) Norris and Ross McWhirter to compile such a book. 
The first edition was printed in 1954, and all 1,000 copies were given away. 

* It was a New Yorker named William Shepherd who patented the first liquid 
soap. The recipe? One pound of soap, 100 pounds of ammonia solution and 
enough water for the mixture to reach the consistency of molasses. 
***
Thought for the Day: “I love America more than any other country in this world, 
and, exactly for this reason, I insist on the right to criticize her perpetually.” 
-- James Baldwin
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UNITY CHURCH
Unity of Irving

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class

11:00 AM Service
& Children’s Church

Reverend Frank Pounders
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-5083

unitychurchofirving.com

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third,  75060

972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Chapel
Second and fourth Sundays

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

First Church of Christ, Scientist
2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 75061

972-253-7202
www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-0476

access code 884879
For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.
972-790-8606 

www.BeltLineChurch.com

WORSHIP

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W. Airport Freeway Irving Tx
972-255-4185

www.ppumc.org

UNITED METHODIST

event, the more likelihood you save 
lives,” Tristan said. “There have 
been instances, and sadly, we have 
learned from prior instances, where 
this person doesn’t know what 
“this” person is doing, this depart-
ment doesn’t know what “this” de-
partment is doing, and that lack of 
communications causes a delay in 
response to that emergency. With 
what we do here, we have the ability 
to work from every station: police, 
fire, traffic, public works, you name 
it. Every city department comes to-
gether for one event.”

At the ceremony, Chief Tristan, 
along with Fire Department Chief 
Kevin Richardson, City Manag-
er Clay Phillips, and Mayor Karen 
Hunt, came forward to speak about 
the park and to formally cut the rib-
bon. 

The fire department also held 
a retirement ceremony for one of 
their oldest fire engines, Engine No. 
41, which will now be permanently 
on display at Life Safety Park. Fol-
lowing the ceremony, children were 
allowed to play at the park and take 
part in a number of games and ac-
tivities. Police, firemen and EMS 
workers were also on hand, teach-
ing the children about safety and 

letting the kids explore their various 
vehicles.

Along with the many families and 
first responders, a number of city 
council and city officials were in at-
tendance at Saturday’s ceremony, 
including Mayor Pro Temp Wes 
Mays. He said the park has been in 
development for several years.

“Some of our existing members 
who were actually on the fire de-
partment and in city offices started 
brainstorming about how to create 
an environment that actually saves 
lives before emergencies happen,” 
Mays said. “That’s the important 
and really wonderful thing about 
Life Safety Park. It teaches life skills 
to people about how to prevent ac-
cidents and what to do in case there 
is an accident. I see this as just a 
wonderful benefit for our citizens 
and especially for the generations to 
come.”

Police Chief Mac Tristan agrees 
that education is the best way to pre-
vent both accidents and crimes from 
occurring. 

“You can respond to a crime that 
has been committed,” Tristan said. 
“You can take that report, you can 
follow up, but how do we prevent 
that crime from being committed? 
The best way to do that is to educate 
our community, the public, to not 
become victims of crime.”

NEW PARK
Continued from Page 1

By Ariel Graham
Women of all ages learned how 

to improve their physical and men-
tal wellness at the For Women For 
Life Health Fair presented at Baylor 
Scott & White Hospital in Irving on 
Saturday, Jan. 28.

An annual event, For Women For 
Life offers free health screenings 
to women in the area and provides 
them the chance to connect with 
health professionals. The event 
screenings included cholesterol, 
lung function, body mass index and 
blood pressure. There were also a 
number of booths from health care 
facilities around Irving that provid-
ed information on various women’s 
health issues, such as mammo-
grams, diabetes, cancer and stroke.

Free screenings offered during women’s health fair
Elizabeth Broyles, a registered 

nurse in the oncology department 
of Baylor Scott & White, was one of 
the nurses offering blood pressure 
screenings. She recommended that 
women get these screenings done 
annually.

“These [screenings] are preven-
tative things that women can do to 
increase their well being and pre-
vent other diseases from starting,” 
Broyles said.

A panel of physicians was also 
on hand to answer women’s health 
questions. A wide variety of topics 
was covered, ranging from arthritis 
and osteoporosis, to ovarian and 
breast cancer. Dr. Jenifer Welch, 
one of the panelists who specializ-
es in internal medicine, said high 

stress and lack of exercise contrib-
ute to a lot of health issues facing 
women, but such issues can also be 
combated fairly easily. 

“We’re not talking about having 
to hit the gym every day for an hour 
and a half to get your cardio in,” 
Welch said. “I’m talking about 30 
minutes, 5 days a week to focus on 
yourself and just walk around the 
block.”

Healthy diets can also play a ma-
jor role in fighting off disease and 
health issues. A cooking demon-
stration taught women how to 
easily and deliciously incorporate 
more vegetables into their meals. 
Dietician Nancy Lasatar discussed 
the importance of making healthy 
choices.

“We have a very busy lifestyle, 
and we like to go for things that are 
quick, easy and convenient. There’s 
a lot of marketing out there that 
makes things really easy for us to 
grab, and usually it’s not the health-
iest things for us,” Lasatar said. “It 

takes a little bit of thought, a little bit 
of planning, and a little bit of knowl-
edge. When you can combine all of 
that, you can plan ahead, so you’re 
not so quick to run through the drive 
thru.”

Many attendees found the event 
to be very informative, and in some 
cases, very eye-opening. Sonia Bak-
er, a supply management specialist 
from Dallas, walked away with some 
very important insights on her cho-
lesterol. 

“I really hadn’t been paying at-
tention to [my cholesterol],” Baker 
said. “I didn’t realize that it was an 
issue. Being here today brought it to 
my attention that I probably need 

to speak to my primary care physi-
cian about it. There were some oth-
er booths regarding sports injuries 
that I had questions on, because I 
walk, and they were able to address 
those.”

Cecile Webster of Las Colinas 
came to the event with her mother 
and learned something about her-
self in the process.

“We were doing the body mass 
index and finding out where our fat 
percentage is and what we need to 
work on,” Webster said. “I did the 
lung function testing and didn’t 
even know they had that. I’m used 
to doing that if you’re sick, but not to 
see if you’re well.”
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DALLAS, TX – Thanks to several 
North Texas businesses, traveling to 
frequent medical appointments will 
be much more comfortable and less 
stressful for five-year-old Sunday 
Dawn and her father, Grand Prairie 
Police Officer Rafael Taft, who were 
presented with a specially-equipped 
wheelchair accessible van at United 
Access on Friday, Jan. 27. 

Officer Taft was surprised this 
past Fall with a practically brand 
new 2015 Dodge Caravan from Cal-
iber Collision at the American 
Airlines Sky Ball as part of its Re-
cycled Rides™ program. United 
Access and BraunAbility stepped 

Police officer, daughter receive 
wheelchair accessible van

up to donate a complete wheelchair 
conversion package to make the van 
accessible for his daughter.

An Army veteran who served 
two tours in Iraq, Taft is a single fa-
ther with full-time custody of Sun-
day. She was diagnosed with many 
serious ailments confining her to 
a wheel chair and continuous care. 
Since July 2015, Sunday has under-
gone 18 surgeries. Taft’s devotion to 
caring for his daughter led his fel-
low officers at Grand Prairie Police 
Department to nominate him to re-
ceive the van donation.

“It’s so easy to get her in and out 
of the car now. She no longer has to 

be rear facing. She can now see out 
the window and enjoy the ride,” Taft 
said, as he and Sunday tested their 
newly-equipped van. 

“We are thrilled with the generos-
ity of United Access and BraunAbil-
ity as they join with us to ease the 
burden of transportation for Officer 
Taft and his daughter,” said Mark 
Sanders, Chief Operating Officer 
of Caliber Collision. “We hope this 
gift of transportation restores their 
rhythm of life and opens up many 
more opportunities to enjoy quality 
time together. “

SOURCE Caliber Collision Centers

By Cesar Canizales
With the new year well under way, 

consumers and investors would be 
wise to take a look at their financial 
situations and adjust them as neces-
sary, according to financial experts 
from the Dallas County Community 
College District (DCCCD).

Keith Baker, faculty member and 
program coordinator of mortgage 
banking at North Lake College, said 
the increase in the federal standard 
deduction, $6,350 for single taxpay-
ers and $12,700 for couples filing 
jointly, has implications for home-
owners. 

“If the interest and real estate 
taxes they have paid exceeded this 
amount, they can itemize and take 
advantage of every dollar they paid 
as a deduction from the amount of 
their income that is subject to feder-
al income taxes,” Baker said.

Homeowners would need to cal-
culate their mortgage interest rate 
and real estate taxes to determine 
whether they qualify to itemize their 
deductions, according to Baker.

For example, a couple who owns 
a $275,000 house with a 4 percent 
mortgage rate would pay about 
$11,000 in interest. That, plus real 
estate taxes of about $4,877, would 
total $15,877. 

“That would exceed the $12,700 
standard deduction by $3,177,” Bak-
er said. “The amount they would 
save in federal income taxes by 
itemizing their deductions on $3,177 
would depend on their tax bracket, 
but if they were in the 24 percent 
marginal bracket, that married cou-
ple would save $794.25.”

For people who are considering 
buying a home, it might be a good 
idea to do it earlier in the year to 
gain the maximum tax advantage. 

“If a person or a couple purchas-
es a home earlier in the year, then 
it’s more likely that they would hit 
a point to be able to itemize.” Baker 

A new year means a new 
look at personal finances

said. “Because many loans include 
something called an origination fee, 
which is also a deductible in the year 
it was paid, that fee might be enough 
to put them over the standard de-
duction.”

In addition, according to the IRS, 
homeowners may be able to deduct 
mortgage insurance premiums and 
points, which are charges paid by 
borrowers at closing.

People who have retirement ac-
counts also should look at their port-
folios. This year, contribution limits 
for 401(k) programs remained un-
changed at $18,000, according to 
the IRS.

Baker said investors should en-
sure they’re paying the lowest fees 
and expenses on their mutual funds. 
He advised them to consult services 
such as Morningstar, which ranks 
mutual fund performance and fees.

Baker added that people should 
try to maximize their contributions 
to their workplace retirement plans.

“If a person is still more than 20 
years from retirement, the most im-
portant thing is to make sure he or 
she is putting enough in to cause the 
employer to match it fully because 
this is a huge return on their invest-
ments each year,” Baker said.

A new president and tax propos-
als from a Republican Congress 
could also have an impact on per-
sonal finance, according to Carlos 
Martinez, professor of economics 
at Richland College. He added that 
while it is not clear what changes 
the new administration will bring, 
people should look at their tax and 
investment strategies. 

“It looks like corporations will 
benefit with a lower corporate tax 
and less regulations, and high-in-
come earners will pay lower taxes,” 
Martinez said. 

Investors also might want to re-
consider the 60/40 percent invest-
ment model that has been tradition-
ally used by investors that dictates 
a 60 percent stock-to-40 percent 
bond ratio in portfolios.

“The 60-40 weighted portfolio is 
not a relic. However, it may not be 
the best option in today’s interest 
environment,” Martinez said. “With 
interest rates still hovering around 
record-low levels and the Feder-
al Reserve signaling that rates will 
move up, having 40 percent of your 
portfolio in bonds may not be the 
best place to be. I would consider 
using convertible bonds and cash to 
reduce the interest rate risk.”

Irving ISD employees committed 
more than $263,867 to support the 
Irving Schools Foundation (ISF) 
through this year’s Payroll Deduc-
tion Campaign. Since 1992, district 
employees have donated more than 
$2.4 million to help ISF provide 
scholarships to high school seniors 
and classroom grants for innovative 
projects. This year’s top fundraising 
schools per campus level and the 
amounts they raised include:

MacArthur High School, $28,867
Bowie Middle School, $31,960.68
Stipes Elementary School, 

$11,390
Kinkeade Early Childhood School, 

Irving ISD employees pledged more than $263,867 for the Irving Schools Foundation (ISF) through the Payroll Deduction Campaign. 
/Courtesy Photo

Irving ISD employees pledge funds to Irving 

$3,051.08
Pictured are representatives from 

this year’s top fundraising schools 
(from left) MacArthur High School 
principal Dan Cummings, ISF board 
president Gwen Craig, MacArthur 
office secretary Kathy Minturn, 
MacArthur assistant principal Man-
uel Espino, Bowie Middle School 
principal Jenny Anderson, Super-
intendent of Schools Dr. Jose Parra, 
Bowie counselor Kay Branch, Stipes 
Elementary School principal Bonnie 
Richardson, Stipes coach Cheri Lut-
trell and Kinkeade Early Childhood 
School principal Jennifer McKee.

SOURCE Irving ISD

Schools Foundation
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Officer Taft takes his daughter, Sunday, for a test drive in their new van. /Courtesy Photo


