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A team braces for their results at North Texas' FIRST LEGO League Regional Championship Robotics 
Tournament.  /Photo by John Starkey
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By Ariel Graham
Kids from across North 

Texas put their robotics and 
LEGO skills to the test at Dal-
las’ Parish Episcopal School 
as more than 600 elemen-
tary and middle school stu-
dents competed in the 9th 
annual North Texas FIRST 
LEGO League (FLL) Region-
al Championship Robotics 
Tournament on Saturday, 
Feb. 4. 

This year’s theme, “Animal 
Allies,” tasked teams with 
not only creating a robot, but 
also identifying and solving 
problems to help improve re-
lations between humans and 
animals. Out of 391 teams in 
the North Texas area, only 
the top 60 made it to the re-
gional tournament. 

Teresa Lenling, the interim 
Vice President of Learning & 
Engagement at the Perot Mu-
seum, explained the program 
is designed to get children ex-
cited about robotics from an 
early age. The museum, along 
with Lockheed Martin, has 
been involved with FIRST 
since its inception. 

“It’s a really engaging pro-
gram that gets [children] in-

By Matthew Pedersen
In an effort to help se-

nior citizens who are unable 
to leave their homes due to 
physical constraints, the Tex-
as Department of Agriculture 
donated over a million dol-
lars in funding to Meals on 
Wheels as well as similar pro-
grams throughout the state.

Sid Miller, Commissioner 
for the Department of Agri-
culture, presented the check 
in a ceremony at the VNA 
Haggerty Center in Dallas on 
Thursday, Jan. 26. 

“Dallas-Fort Worth is a 
very vibrant part of Texas,” 
Miller said. “It has a very huge 
influence in primary politics, 
and that’s where elections are 
won in Texas. Being a north-
ern Texan myself, living just 
West of Fort Worth, I’m very 
familiar with this area. I al-
ways look forward to coming 
up here and seeing the peo-
ple of the Dallas-Fort Worth 
area.”

This is the 10 year the Tex-

By Joe Snell
Hundreds of city and 

business leaders listened 
as Mayor Beth Van Duyne 
highlighted the importance 
of increasing innovation and 
emphasized improvements in 
development, education, and 
public safety at the State of 
the City address presented in 
the Irving Convention Center 
on Tuesday, Jan. 24.

“We’re all here tonight, be-
cause we’re invested in our 
city,” Van Duyne said. “We’re 
all engaged as change makers 
and idea generators. We want 
to make Irving stronger, and 
we are clearly fulfilling that 
mission.”

The event was hosted by 
the Irving-Las Colinas Cham-
ber of Commerce. Beth Bow-
man, Chamber President 
and CEO, said a few words 
highlighting the communi-
ty’s ability to work together 

FIRST LEGO League robotics tournament

VNA Meals on 
Wheels receives 
grant from state

as Agriculture Department 
has awarded the VNA Meals 
on Wheels program a grant. 
Commissioner Miller talk-
ed about his history with the 
program and how important 
it is to the city.

“When I was a legislator 
ten years ago, we instituted 
this program and it has been 
very successful,” Miller said. 
“It’s been a very good ser-
vice to the client, which al-
lows them to maintain their 
quality of life, allowing them 
to stay in their home, not in 
a nursing home. It’s about 
$300 dollars a year for the 
client, versus about $40,000 
dollars a year if they go to 
a nursing home. It’s a good 
deal for them, it’s a good deal 
for the tax payer. This is one 
of those rare instances where 
the government intervenes 
and everybody wins.

“You don’t worry about 
being politically correct, this 

By Shaniqua Brown and 
Joe Snell

Jasmine Lee compares 
herself to a firefighter on 
days when she hosts events 
for the City of Irving. So the 
special events coordinator 
for the city’s Parks and Rec-
reation department suited 
up early in the morning on 
Jan. 28 to make sure her in-
augural Frost Fest would go 
off without a hitch. Hosted 
at Cimmaron Park, the event 
blended traditional cold 
weather activities such as 
snow tubing, ice sculptures, 

Frost Fest blankets 
city with winter fun

and ice skating, with a petting 
zoo complete with reindeer, 
DJ booth, and indoor library 
activities. 

“We’ve had people out here 
since 5 a.m. I’ve been out 
here since 7 a.m.,” Lee said. 
“It’s gone very smoothly. I’m 
a firefighter on event days; I 
run around and put out fires.” 

Lee was first inspired to or-
ganize the festival after visit-
ing a similar event at another 
city in January of last year. 
Later that year during the 
city’s budget process, the idea 
became a reality when the 

Parks Department identified 
how they could allocate funds 
toward the new initiative. In 
total, the event cost $20,000 
and came from existing bud-
geted funds. No increase in 
the budget was made, Lee 
said, and instead the Parks 
Department tightened their 
belts in other areas. 

“You don’t always have to 
reinvent the wheel,” Lee said. 
“Other cities do great events. 
We take inspiration from 
what’s already out there, so 
people don’t have to leave the 

Van Duyne urges
innovation, global access

volved in STEM – science, 
technology, engineering and 
math – at a really young age 
so that hopefully we can in-
spire the next generation of 
engineers and robotics,” Len-
ling said. “It’s a combination 
of a robot design challenge, 
which is the robot competi-
tion, a project in which they 
have to solve real-world prob-
lems. They also have to talk 
about how they designed it 
and why they designed their 
robot the way that they did.”

The competition’s main 
event was the Robot Games, 
a head-to-head competition 
that challenged team robots 
to accomplish various objec-
tives in order to score more 
points than the opposing 
team. Teams were judged on 
design and problem solving 
skills. When youngsters were 
not showing off their cre-
ations, they had a chance to 
relax in the “pits” and tune up 
their machines.

One of the teams compet-
ing this year was “The Big 
Friendly Wolves,” a team of 
students from the Rex Pro-
gramming school in Irving. 
Fourteen-year-old Abhi, one 

of the team members con-
trolling the robot of the field, 
explained the objectives all 
robots had to accomplish. 

“There are different mis-
sions and all of them are an-
imal-related, like delivering 
food to animals, or rescuing 
an animal, and there’s some 
where you switch an animal, 
which is animal conserva-
tion,” Abhi said. “You pick 
and select which missions 
you want to do, and then you 
program your robot to do 
those [missions].”

The team tied for 7th place 
overall by the end of the first 
round. However in Round 2, 
their robot suffered technical 
difficulties which prevented 
the team from completing 
the challenges. Despite the 
setback, the team remained 
optimistic about their perfor-
mance. Team member Nanda 
chalked the problem up to in-
formation overload. 

“Since we use gyro sensors 
for our turns and to make it 
more accurate, sometimes 
[the sensors] go nuts with all 
the information it’s taking 
in,” Nanda said.

Laila, a team member of 

the Frisco-based “Incredi-
bots” and an avid LEGO fan 
even before joining, credits 
her experience in the tourna-
ment to growing her interests 
in coding and programming. 

“At first I was just planning 
on building with LEGOs, be-
cause I like to build for fun,” 
Laila said. “But I ended up 
learning a lot more about ro-
botics.”

Teresa Lenling added that 
LEGOs serve as an excellent 
introduction to engineer-
ing and robotics, not just 
because of their design and 

as a key to Irving’s continued 
success.

“The ancient proverb says it 
takes a village,” Bowman said. 
“Indeed, it takes so many in-
dividuals, not-for-profit orga-
nizations, businesses, teach-
ers, first responders, elected 
and appointed officials, and 
so many more represented in 
this room, working in part-
nership to build a healthy, 
successful community.”

Van Duyne, who previously 
served as a city council repre-
sentative from 2004 – 2010, 
was elected Mayor in 2011 
and has since worked with lo-
cal, state, and federal leaders. 

See FROST FEST Page 7

See STATE OF CITY Page 4

Jack Maldonado (7) Reagan (11) .
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ease of use, but because they are 
something most children have expe-
rience with. 

“This is really their first experi-
ence, so what we want them to do 
is have a really fun and engaging 
experience with STEM and that way 
get excited about it,” Lenling said. 
“LEGO is a really familiar platform 
for a lot of kids. Most kids have 
LEGOs, and they know how to put 
them together. Having the robotics 
portion on top of it just adds that 
next layer.”

Winning the 1st place Champion’s 

Award was won by the “TechnoWar-
riors,” a team of students from Cop-
pell and Irving, who will advance to 
the World Festival in Houston on 
April 19-22. The 2nd place team, 
“The Robomonkeys,” a group of 
students from Plano and Dallas, 
will also attend the World Festival. 
In 3rd place, the “Hockadaisies,” a 
team comprised of students from 
The Hockaday School in Dallas, will 
compete the LEGOLAND® North 
American Open in Carlsbad, CA, 
May 19-21.

London, United Kingdom - Last 
night, online auction house Cataw-
iki auctioned off one of the world’s 
rarest LEGO bricks for nearly 
$20,000. The LEGO brick, made of 
14-carat solid gold broke the record 
for the most expensive LEGO brick 
on the planet. The gold itself is es-
timated to be worth merely $2,126, 
however the real value of the brick is 
in its collectability.

Between 1979 and 1981, these 
golden bricks were given by the 
LEGO Company to a select few 
valued business partners and em-
ployees who had been on the LEGO 
team for 25 years. It is thought that 
no more than 10 of these bricks ex-
ist, and so the auction caught the 

British collectors 
buys most expensive 
LEGO brick in world

attention of fans around the world 
with a fierce bidding war smashing 
through the expected sale price of 
$15,000.

According to Catawiki, it has been 
more than five years since one of the 
bricks was last on the market, when 
it sold for approximately $13757. It 
is unknown when another of these 
rare bricks will next go up for sale, 
but yesterday’s auction shows a real 
interest in investing in rare LEGO. 
“The brick that was auctioned on 
Wednesday night was offered by a 
family member of an Italian busi-
ness partner of LEGO, who received 
the brick in 1980, for his contri-
bution to the development of the 
LEGO Company in Italy,” said Rolf 
Nagtzaam, LEGO expert at Catawi-
ki.

According to Catawiki, interest 
in the brick came from around the 
world “Because of the true rarity of 
this item, this is truly the Holy Grail 
of LEGO bricks. There were bids 
from collectors across the world, 
however the LEGO brick was ulti-
mately snapped up by a collector in 
England.”

Source Presswire

The National Community Devel-
opment Association (NCDA) has 
announced its decision to award the 
2017 Audrey Nelson Community 
Development Award to the City of 
Irving, Texas for the redevelopment 
of Tudor Lane.

Tudor Lane, once one of Irving’s 
highest crime areas, now consists of 
27 new homes where families and 
children live safely.

Beginning in 2009, multiple city 
departments and a concerned com-
munity tackled a number of issues 
around the area. Using a combina-
tion of federal, state and local funds, 
the City of Irving partnered with the 
U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, Texas Depart-
ment of Housing and Community 

Tudor Lane Transformation 
Earns National Recognition

Affairs, the Irving Housing Finance 
Corporation, Irving Community De-
velopment Corporation, and Bear 
Creek Development Corporation to 
invest nearly $7 million. With the 
funding, they acquired and demol-
ished the existing dilapidated build-
ings and redeveloped Tudor Lane. 
The initiative resulted in 27 new, 
affordable energy-efficient homes.

NCDA recognizes outstanding 
uses of Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) and partner-
ships between local governments 
and nonprofit organizations to assist 
low and moderate-income persons. 
Audrey Nelson was the first Deputy 
Executive Secretary of NCDA.

“The redevelopment of Tudor 
Lane has truly transformed an en-

tire neighborhood,” said Steven A. 
Reed, Planning and Community De-
velopment Director. “The positive 
impacts of this initiative will benefit 
these 27 families and the surround-
ing area for decades to come. Tudor 
Lane is a great example of how the 
federal, state and local governments 
can collaborate with local nonprof-
its and homebuilders to address 
significant community needs and 
improve the lives of many. We hope 
this project continues to serve as a 
catalyst for similar projects in this 
area. On behalf of the City of Irving, 
I am pleased to accept this award 
and thankful for the NCDA and their 
recognition of exemplary work.”

Source National Community Development 
Association

As part of its Faith Groups Out-
reach Program, Keep Irving Beau-
tiful (KIB) teamed with volunteers 
from Calvary Church for a beauti-
fication project at Heritage Park in 
Downtown Irving on Saturday, Jan. 
28.  Seven Calvary members who are 
part of the Loving Our City group 
gave 28 hours of service in giving a 
fresh coat of white paint to the spe-
cial use building at the park, which 
was Irving’s first permanent library 
building.  The building is now used 
as a rental facility for meetings and 
parties.  The Calvary Loving Our 
City volunteers had previously par-
ticipated with KIB at the 25th annu-
al Trash Bash in September, where 
they were one of the largest groups 
in attendance.

The Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment provided supplies, technical 
guidance, and access to the building.  
Irving Community Television Net-
work (ICTN) was on site to video the 
activity and interview several of the 
volunteers as part of a feature story 
on the upcoming expansion of Her-
itage Park.

KIB board member and Faith 
Groups co-chair Rachel Moon 
commented on the collaborative 
effort. “We are always happy to 
work with churches and any type 
of faith group,” she said. “Calvary 
has a strong, positive presence in 
the community, and they are an in-
spiring group to be around.  Their 
name ‘Loving Our City’ really says 
it all and shows how much they care 

Keep Irving Beautiful, Calvary 
Church beautify Heritage Park

about making Irving a better place 
to live, work, play and worship.”

Keep Irving Beautiful is a 
non-profit, grassroots, leadership 
organization dedicated to educating 
our community about litter abate-
ment, recycling, and beautification 
to help preserve health and promote 
the social and economic prosperi-

ty of our city. As an award-winning 
affiliate of Keep America Beautiful 
and Keep Texas Beautiful, Keep 
Irving Beautiful reaches out to all 
sectors of our city including gov-
ernment, business, church, cultural, 
educational, neighborhood and civic 
organizations.

Source Keep Irving Beautiful

State Farm Hosts 
Kidz Science Safari

Students at Houston Middle School had the chance to explore in 
a dinosaur dig and pedal on a bicycle to generate electricity, among 
other activities, at the Kidz Science Safari on Monday. Thanks to the 
generosity of State Farm Insurance, the portable hands-on science 
museum set up at the school for the day allowed all sixth graders to 
interact with the 12 STEAM exhibits.

Source Irving ISD

A LEGO Tournament competitor and judge look at the final results of their run at the LEGO 
Robotics tournament. / Photo by John Starkey
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Innovation, she said, is at the core of 
many new initiatives.

“We’re helping drive conversa-
tions about innovation, work force 
development, transportation, and 
growing cyber security threats,” Van 
Duyne said. “This has opened doors 
for our city to participate in major 
innovation-focused events around 
the country and across the globe. 
We’ve earned a seat at the table of 
some of world’s leading businesses, 
entrepreneurs, policy makers, and 
experts in healthcare, technology, 
education, and infrastructure.”

Seats at the national and glob-
al tables have been a focus for Van 
Duyne, who this past December vis-
ited Israel as part of the Internation-
al Mayor’s Conference. Attracting 
leaders from across the world, the 
conference drew inspiration from 
Israel’s efforts in innovative technol-
ogy, homeland security, ways cities 
can encourage entrepreneurship, 
and methods for creating platforms 
where citizens can discuss local 
initiatives such as transportation. 
Representing Irving at national and 
global conferences, Van Duyne said, 
has granted Irving access to a net-
work of leadership.

“The importance of having friends 
in high places cannot be overstated. 
Especially with a brand new admin-
istration, these connections can give 
us direct support when needed to 
help us with our issues, and chal-
lenges we see on the horizon,” she 
said. “There is so much to be learned 
from the best practices of other cit-
ies.”

Krista Bourne, a 15 year veter-
an of Verizon Wireless, the event’s 
presenting sponsor, was on hand to 
highlight the company’s community 
support. Now in charge of custom-
er service and growing the carrier’s 
sales, marketing, operations, and fi-
nancial performance, she discussed 
why Verizon chose Irving as one of 
the company’s new national market 
headquarters only a few years ago.

“In 2015, we reorganized our 
business and strategically decided 
to make Irving one of our six mar-
ket headquarters,” Bourne said. “We 
went from 21 regions to six market 
headquarters. We selected Irving, 
because there is talent here, there is 
innovation here; it’s a great quality 
of life.”

Bourne announced that Verizon 
is in the process of creating a new 
community campus in Irving. The 
mixed use facility will allow city 
residents and Verizon employees 
to live, work, and recreate in one 
location. Although no timetable was 

given, Verizon is in the final stages 
of signing one of their first tenants, 
Pioneer.

“What we do is not just cell 
phones and connections, we enable 
lifestyle,” Bourne said. “It’s a place 
where we can come with our fami-
lies, our colleagues, and collaborate 
and work together to really make 
sure we continue to be innovative 
and bring Irving to the next phase 
of its journey as we build and take 
part in this great environment here 
in Irving.”

In keeping with the theme of rec-
ognizing business contributions, 
Van Duyne presented The Mayor’s 
Corporate Award of Excellence, an 
honor initiated two years ago to rec-
ognize an Irving company, organi-
zation, or individual that is a leader 
among its given industry or peers. 
The award was presented to Micro-
soft Corporation, which hosts more 
than 1,500 employees city-wide 
and has made a push to introduce 
young women to coding and STEM 
related careers. Microsoft also leads 
a popular global one-day technol-
ogy event for young women called 

DigiGirlz. It’s this encouragement 
toward STEM education and events 
like DigiGirlz that stood out most to 
Van Duyne.

“[Microsoft] is one of the leading 
innovators in the world, and the city 
of Irving is proud to be the compa-
ny’s partner,” Van Duyne said. “Re-
cently, Irving signed a digital alli-
ance with this company that focuses 
on supporting joint initiatives relat-
ed to STEM education, civic inno-
vation, and economic development. 
This company is a tremendous role 
model for other companies in how 
to give back in meaningful ways and 
Irving is proud to recognize them.”

Van Duyne left city leaders with a 
challenge to become engaged in di-
recting Irving’s future.

“Our goal is to create as many 
opportunities as possible to collab-
orate with businesses,” Van Duyne 
said. “I encourage you to participate 
in initiatives like Share Tank, or 
come with us when we participate in 
economic development recruitment 
trips. I will do my part by continuing 
to listen to your needs and ensuring 
that we will continue to innovate.”

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Scouting for Food
February 11
Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts from all over 
Coppell and Valley Ranch will be coming to 
your home to request food donations for local 
food banks. This annual event, Scouting For 
Food, allows the scouts to benefit the com-
munity by collecting non-perishable foods 
to help those in need. They will be joining 
scouts from all over North Texas in this Good 
Deed. Please have cans or packets of food 
ready for when the scouts come calling in 
your neighborhood.

True Love Awaits
February 11, 10 to 5pm
Irving Animal Services, in conjunction with 
the DFW Humane Society, is hoping to play 
Cupid this Valentine's Day with its True Love 
Awaits campaign. All adoptions at the Irving 
Animal Care Campus, 4140 Valley View 
Lane, will be only $14; regular adoption fees 
range from $70 to $100. Residents also are 
invited to donate to the Irving Animal Services 
Animal Assistance Fund, which promotes 
community safety and ensures that animals 
are provided a safe and healthy environment. 
Visit the Animal Services website to make a 
donation. For more information, call Irving 
Animal Services at (972) 721-2256.

Classical Mystery Tour
February 11, 7:30pm
Join the Irving Arts Center and widely ac-
claimed tribute band Classical Mystery Tour 
as we cover Sgt. Pepper’s magical lineup - 
Lucy in the Sky with Diamonds, With a Little 
Help from My Friends, and When I’m 64 -- as 
well as other timeless “Fab Four” classics 
including Hey Jude, Yellow Submarine 
and Yesterday! The event will take place 
in Carpenter Hall of the Irving Arts Center. 
It’s the 50th Anniversary of The Beatles’s 
groundbreaking Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts 
Club Band album, ant that’s cause for for an 
ISO musical celebration
Call ISO at 972-831-8818 for info or special 
group rates
E-mail: ED@irvingsymphony.com
Box office: https://tickets.irvingartscenter.
com/Online/ or 972-252-2787

Vintage Valentine Tea
February 12, 2 to 4pm
The silver is polished, the sweetheart has 

been secretly selected, and the recipes 
are being double checked for the Vintage 
Valentine Tea on Sunday at the Irving 
Heritage House, 303 South O’Connor. The 
Irving Index newspaper article of Thursday, 
February 19, 1914, reported: “Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Percy Schulze threw open their 
beautiful new home Saturday evening to 
one hundred and fifty invited guests. The 
housewarming was in the nature of a Val-
entine Party – the decorations and color 
scheme throughout being hearts, arrows 
and cupid in reds and yellows.” The same 
description fits the upcoming event at the 
former Schulze home now called the Heri-
tage House, as the Irving Heritage Society 
recreates that party of 1914 with their annual 
Vintage Valentine Tea. The public is invited to 
share in this special event. Reservations are 
not required and admission is free. Just as 
in the 1914 article description, there will be 
strings of hearts from the chandeliers. Rose 
Cannaday and Betty Fulbright are serving 
as co-chairs of this year’s event. For more 
information, visit www.irvingheritage.com or 
call 972-252-3838.

Valentine’s Dinner and Dance
February 14, 6:30 to 9:15pm
Heritage Senior Center will host a Valentines 
Dinner and Dance. A delicious buffet style 
dinner of Ham, green beans, potato salad 
and rolls will be served. The dance will 
feature entertainment by the band “Final 
Showdown” and dancing. Admission is only 
$12 per person. Registration is required, 
register by Jan. 26. To learn more about 
the dance, or Heritage Senior Center call 
972 721-2496.

Performer and Author Keya 
McClain
February 15, 12:30 to 2pm
Performer and author Keya McClain will 
share her views on education and personal 
development in the black community. Her 
performance and book signing will take place 
in Room H226 in the Student Life Center. 
North Lake College (NLC) will celebrate 
Black History Month with a series of free 
events throughout the month of February. 
Suitable for all ages, the celebrations will 
take place in the Gallery and Student Life 
Center at the Central Campus at 5001 N. 
MacArthur Blvd. in Irving.

By Shaniqua Brown
The South Irving Library hosted 

a theater in the round performance 
of Romeo and Juliet by the Bare 
Bones Shakespeare Theatre Com-
pany on Feb. 4. This was the second 
year the library hosted a romance 
themed event in honor of Valen-
tine’s Day.

“The Lit’s Alive program is where 
we revisit classics,” library manager 
Amanda Hipp said. “We have been 
doing this for about two years and 
every Valentine’s we do a romantic 
story for the month of February.”

While cupcakes, lemonade and 
plenty of crafts decorated the tables, 
everyone’s attention was drawn to 
the romantic story unfolding right 
before their eyes. The troupe pre-
sented a unique casting effort to 
create more energy on stage.

“We do a lot of different styles,” 
Julia Nelson, the company’s found-

Unique Romeo and Juliet performance captivates audience
er, said. “For this play, we did ex-
treme casting, which is where actors 
dash in and out of scenes, because 
they play so many different char-
acters. It keeps the audience awake 
and at full attention. All of the ac-
tors were involved. Joel Frapart [for 
example] played the Nurse, Tybalt, 
Paris, Servant, Lady Montague and 
Balthasar. Adam Kullman played 
Romeo, Prince, Servant and Greg-
ory. 

“We put more focus into the actu-
al text of the play instead of special 
effects or costumes,” Nelson said. 
“Doing so helps bring out a better 
production and also helps us veer 
incomes toward something more 
worthy.”

The Bare Bones Shakespeare 
Company brought in guest actress 
Hannah Jane Jennings for the role 
of Juliet. 

“I had the opportunity to be in the 

show and I was really excited,” Jen-
nings said.

The performance was Ethan 
Smith’s first time seeing the play. 
A student at Barton Elementary 
School, Smith enjoyed the unique 
style of the troupe. 

“I liked all of the actors and all of 
the moving around they did,” Smith 
said. “My favorite character was Ro-
meo, because he was brave.” 

“We want to make Shakespeare 
accessible and a lot of fun, which 
doesn’t need a lot of work, just don’t 
clutter it up,” actor Adam Kullman 
said. “It’s not designed to be read by 
boring people who don’t want to be 
there. It’s supposed to be watched 
by people who pay to be there.”

Shakespeare only wrote half of 
what you need, Nelson said, and the 
other half is you. Every cast makes 
Shakespeare new.

“We are different people tomor-

row than we are today,” Nelson said. 
“It would still be new if we did this 
show again. I love working with 
young people, because I love seeing 
how they discover things that I nev-
er saw. I learn just as much as they 
do.”

After the performance, printers 

were on hand to create romantic 
totes for audience members.

“It was pretty successful,” Hipp 
said. “It was very interactive and ev-
erybody got into it. It was a theater 
in the round which Irving doesn’t 
really have, so it was nice to expose 
this community to that.”

Irving Mayor Beth Van Duyne presents the annual Mayor's Corporate Award of Excellence to Microsoft Corporation. / Photo by Joe Snell
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WORSHIP ADS
To list your house of worship in the Ram-
bler, please contact Laurie at  972-870-

1992 or  Laurier@ramblernewspapers.net

CLASSIFIEDS
LEGALS

Rambler Newspapers
is currently seeking inquisitive 
individuals with experience in:

Editing
Writing

Photography
To apply send resume, clips and

image samples to: 
staceys@ramblernewspapers.net

For more information call  972-870-1992

Freelancers
Needed

AGRICULTURE
Continued from Page 1

ORDINANCE NO. ORD-2017-9906

ZONING CASE NO. ZC15-0073
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-2

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDI-
NANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND 
DESCRIBED AS: A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE BRITAIN ROAD ESTATES ADDITION, AND LOCATED 
AT 511 ENGLISH STREET, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED 
HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM R-6 SINGLE FAMILY DIS-
TRICT USE UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR 
R-6 USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN 
ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND 
REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED 
TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DE-
TERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING 
THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE 
EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING THE ENTIRE ORDINANCE SHALL BE INVALID 
IF ANY WORD, PHRASE, CLAUSE, SENTENCE, PARAGRAPH OR SECTION OF THIS ORDINANCE IS 
HELD TO BE INVALID AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, on February 2, 
2017.

BETH VAN DUYNE, MAYOR
ATTEST: Shanae Jennings, City Secretary
APPROVED AS TO FORM: Kuruvilla Oommen, City Attorney

NOTICE OF MEETING
BUILDING AND STANDARDS COMMISSION
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2017 3:30 p.m.
CITY HALL 825 WEST IRVING BOULEVARD

WORK SESSION – 3:00 PM – Council Conference Room
1 Review of Regular Agenda
2 Review of Staff Procedures
3 Adoption of Hearing Dates for 2017
4 Legal Advice By The Commission’s Legal Counsel As To The Role, Rules, And Jurisdiction Of The Commis-
sion And Any Item Listed On The Regular Agenda
5 Discussion:  Ethics Code Presentation

EXECUTIVE SESSION
  
PUBLIC HEARING - 3:30 PM – Council Chambers
CONSENT  AGENDA
1 Approving the Building and Standards Commission Work Session Minutes and the Public Hearing Minutes 
for November 10, 2016

INDIVIDUAL   CONSIDERATION
2 BSCP1611-0002 – 803 Belew St. – Bill A Wilson
3 BSCP1610-0002 – 1811 E. Irving Blvd. – Vanny Vongphinith & Tony Vongphinith
4 BSCP1605-0004 – 2317 Peters Rd. – Jackeline Carmen Bautista, Christopher A. Gonzalez and Jackeline 
L. Gonzalez
5 BSCP1603-0001 – 109 E. Northgate Dr. – Elegant Investment Group, Inc. and F & M Properties, Inc./ Bank 
of America NA

This facility is wheelchair accessible and handicap-parking spaces are available. Requests for interpretation
services or assistive hearing devices must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting. Contact the City
Secretary’s Office at (972) 721-2493 or (TDD) 1800RELAY TX (1-800-735-2989) for assistance.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS – PROPOSED COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AND ZONING CHANGES
CITY OF IRVING CITY COUNCIL

Public hearings are held to consider applications for amendments to the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance 
and the Official Zoning Map of the City of Irving, Texas for the properties described herein:

LOCATION, DATES & TIMES OF PUBLIC HEARINGS:
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas
City Council: Thursday, March 2, 2017, 7 p.m.

ZONING CASE ZC16-0095: Approximately 0.192 acres located at 1303 Nathan Dollar Lane. The request is to 
rezone the property from R-6 (Single Family) district to S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for R-6 (Single Family) 
uses to allow a an 870 sq. ft. storage unit with built-in closet and exceptions to the minimum setbacks and 
maximum area allowed for an accessory building. 

ZONING CASE ZC216-0104:  Approximately 39 acres located at 6431 Longhorn Drive.  The request is to 
rezone the property from S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for FWY (Freeway) uses to S-P-2 (Generalized Site 
Plan) for Data Center uses to allow two new buildings for data center uses and exceptions to the commercial 
design standards and required parking.

ZONING CASE ZC16-0107: Approximately 5.19 acres at 1901 West Park Drive. The request is to rezone 
the property from S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for P-O (Professional Office) uses to S-P-2 (Generalized Site 
Plan) for P-O (Professional Office) uses to allow medical office uses with reduced front and side yard parking 
and landscaping setbacks. 
 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT AND ZONING CASE ZC16-0108:  Approximately 0.96 acres at 
1010 W. Oakdale Street. The applicant is requesting a Comprehensive Plan Amendment from Office to Com-
mercial uses, and a zoning change from S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) for P-O (Professional Office) uses to S-P-1 
(Detailed Site Plan) for Self-storage Facility uses to allow a two-story indoor self-storage facility. 

ZONING CASE ZC16-0110: Approximately 4.076 acres located at the northeast corner of Esters Road and 
Cabell Drive. The request is to rezone the property from S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) for Mini warehouse to S-P-
1 (Detailed Site Plan) for Self-storage facility with variances to the maximum height and screening.

ZONING CASE ZC16-0111: Approximately 0.2 acres located at 1703 S. Bristol Court. The request is to 
rezone the property from R-6 (Single Family) district to S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for R-6 (Single Family) 
uses to allow a balcony/carport to encroach into the side yard setback. 

DEVELOPMENT PLAN DVP16-0009 - Development Plan #22, 2nd Revision, PUD #1 (Appeal to City 
Council): Approx. 1.4 acres on the south side of O’Connor Ridge Blvd., west of Fuller Drive. The request is 
to amend the Development Plan from PUD (Planned Unit Development) for C-N (Neighborhood Commercial) 
district uses to PUD (Planned Unit Development) for R-MF-2 (Multifamily) uses to allow a twenty-four (24) unit 
owner-occupied multifamily development.

All interested persons are encouraged to attend the public hearings and express their opinions on the zoning 
change request.  Written response for the record may also be submitted to: 

City of Irving – Planning & Community Development Dept., 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, TX 75060

The applications are on file for public review in the Planning & Community Development Dept. at the address 
listed above during normal business hours. For additional information, please contact the Department at 972-
721-2424. Please reference the case number when requesting information.

This facility is wheelchair accessible. Accessible parking spaces are available. Requests for interpretation 
services or assistive hearing devices must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting. Contact the City Secretary’s 
Office at (972) 721-2493 for assistance.

LEGALS

The CITY OF IRVING, Texas will receive sealed 
responses to the following solicitations in the 
Purchasing Division, 835 W. Irving Blvd, until the 
date and time below and will open responses on 
that date:
1. ITB #011D-17F Northbound Left Turn Lane 
Las Colinas Boulevard Into Irving Music Fac-
tory
Pre-Bid Mtg:02/17/17 @ 2:00 p.m.
Due Date: 02/24/17 @ 3:00 p.m.
2. ITB #096D-17F East Pioneer Drive Waste-
water Improvements
Pre-Bid Mtg: 02/20/17 @ 3:30 p.m.
Due Date: 02/24/17 @ 3:30 p.m. 
3. ITB #098M-17F Municipal Court Security-
Service
Due Date: 02/27/17 @ 3:00 p.m.
Responses should be submitted online no later 
than the due date and time shown above. Late 
responses cannot be accepted, so please allow 
ample time to submit your response. Information 
may be found at cityofirving.ionwave.net/Pur-
chasing  Phone:972.721.2631

Positions avail. in Dallas, TX: Services Setup 
Consultant (job#SSC-0120) requires 5% dom. & 
5% int’l travel, employer to pay travel expenses; 
Systems Analyst (job#SA-0120). Mail resume 
to: OneSource Virtual HR, Inc., Attn: A. Farris, 
w/job#, 9001 Cypress Waters Blvd., Dallas, TX 
75019.

EMPLOYMENT

LEGALS

program is biblically correct. It’s a 
good program and has a lot of vol-
unteers. I would encourage anyone, 
if you’re interested, to get involved 
and make a difference in your com-
munity.”

Katherine Krause, President and 
CEO of VNA, talked about how it felt 
to receive this substantial grant.

“It helps us carry out our mission, 
which is helping people age with 
dignity in the home,” Krause said. 
“This allows us to feed over 200,000 
more people, so it is very important 
to us. It’s smart of the Department 
of Agriculture to know what a smart 
investment it is, helping save tax 
payer money on top of it, because it 
prevents hospitalization and nurs-
ing home stays. This is huge.”

Krause spoke about what an hon-
or it was to have the Commissioner 
himself present the check.

“He’s never been to our kitchen 
before, and he usually does this in 
Austin. The fact that he’s here in 
Dallas shows a real commitment on 
his part and we appreciate that,” she 
said.

Krause then talked about how it 
felt to provide a much needed ser-
vice to senior citizens who have no 
one else to turn to.

“To qualify for Meals on Wheels, 
you have to be homebound, you 
can’t leave your home without sig-
nificant assistance,” she said. “Most 
of our folks live alone, and trans-
portation is not the most available 
in Dallas. It costs money that they 
don’t have. They’re isolated in their 
home, so without us visiting them in 
their homes they would not receive 
food, and they wouldn’t receive 
some sort of connection with the 
outside world.”

Martin Cominsky, President and 
CEO of Interfaith Ministries for 

Greater Houston, was in attendance 
as well and represented the Meals 
on Wheels for the city of Houston. 

“We serve 4,000 meals every day 
in Houston to seniors over 60 years 
old who are homebound and need 
both the nourishment of a visit from 
a friend and a hot meal,” Cominsky 
said. “It’s a great honor and oppor-
tunity to serve those people and 
sometimes to be the only person 
who is visiting them every day. Par-
ticularly, we’re proud of serving our 
veterans in that way. 

“We’re especially proud to meet 
with Commissioner Sid Miller, who 
has a special program that pro-
vides funding for Meals on Wheels 
around the state. For every meal we 
get no additional funding, the state 
will provide a dollar per meal deliv-
ery. Houston is the largest recipient 
of those additional funds.”

Katherine Krause talked about 
how necessary ongoing support 
from the community is for the pro-
gram.

“While we received a huge grant 
from the Department of Agriculture, 
we have to raise $10 million a year to 
take care of the people that are cur-
rently on service,” Krause said. “We 
take care of almost 5,000 people a 
day. The people on Meals on Wheels 
can’t go to food banks. They can’t get 
there by nature of how they qualify. 
Without the community volunteers 
from DFW and the funds they do-
nate, we couldn’t feed those people.”

Krause then said that although 
the Texas Agriculture Department’s 
grant is a tremendous help, the pro-
gram still requires more people who 
wish to volunteer. 

“This is an important part of the 
process, but without the actual com-
munity support, with actual volun-
teers delivering the meals, or con-
tributing themselves, we couldn’t do 
this,” she said. “We would be a much 
smaller program.”

Department of Agriculture commissioner Sid Miller presents a check to Meals on Wheels. 
/ Photo by Matt Pederson
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Snookie
Hi. My name is Snookie, and I'm about 4 ½ years old. I was surrendered because my owner did not 
have time for me. I'm a sweet, friendly, well behaved girl. They say that I'm a Retriever, Labrador/
Boxer mix. Which would indicate that I'm an active girl. But I'm a gentle soul, who likes to chill and 
cuddle. I also have maturity, experience and appreciation of a loving home. I love meeting new 
people, and cannot wait to start my next chapter of life with a loving family. I'm here. I'm ready. 
Let's meet.

Khloe
Hi! I'm Khloe. I'm almost two years old and I am a beautiful jet black 
female. If I was asked to describe myself, I would say that I am 
inquisitive and rather independent. I'm looking for a home where I 
can explore to my heart's content and have the freedom to do my 
own thing. If that sounds like your home, then come by and let's 
visit. Maybe we can be roommates.

DEATH NOTICES

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

Dale Partain - Jun. 22, 1932 – Feb. 3, 2017

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

Pearl L. Turner - Apr. 15, 1936 – Feb. 4, 2017
Jimmie Neal Rayburn - Jul. 28, 1934 – Feb. 1, 2017
Zona G. Allen - Feb. 7, 1938 – Feb. 6, 2017

Jack Maldonado, 7, channels his inner batman and kicks through a mock brick wall at 
the Super Hero Training Academy. / Photo by John Starkey

By Ariel Graham
Superheroes-in-training were 

out in full force at the Super Hero 
Training Academy, held at the West 
Irving Library on Saturday, Feb. 4.

Children participated in a wide 
range of themed activities includ-
ing dressing up as their favorite su-
perheroes, taking photos, creating 

Super Hero Training Academy fulfills superhero dreams
custom masks, and even receiving 
personalized super hero certificates. 
Bad guy fighting skills were also put 
to the test as children hurled bean-
bags at cut-out enemies and crashed 
through a fake brick wall. Later, 
participants had the opportunity to 
meet some real-life heroes, includ-
ing firefighters from the Irving Fire 

Department, who gave the kids a 
tour of one of their fire engines and 
answered their questions about be-
ing a firefighter.

The event was presented as part 
of West Irving Library’s children’s 
reading program, an initiative that 
offers weekly children’s story time 
as well as large-scale events, includ-
ing the super hero academy, every 
month. Debbie Brown, senior li-
brarian at the West Irving Library, 
explained that the idea came about 
after seeing the success of other su-
perhero-themed events in libraries 
across the country.

“Superheroes are always popular 
with kids, and we have a lot of su-
perhero books that we check out,” 
Brown said. “[Those books] are out 
all the time. They circulate a lot, so 
we know kids are crazy about su-
perheroes. We like to do programs 
on the weekends when they’re out 
of school to get them in the library, 
find books, and help them have a 
good experience here in the library.”

Although primarily elementa-
ry-age children, the library also ca-
ters to younger and older children 
including teenagers, and offers 
events based on popular brands like 
Harry Potter and Cupcake Wars. 

“The teens are our Saturday 

events,” Brown said. “They move 
around between after school, eve-
nings and weekends, but we do one 
or two teen events every month. 
And of course, we have a variety of 
things for adults too.”

James Donovan, an IT specialist 
from Irving, brought his family out 
to the event including his 10-year-
old daughter Clarissa. One reason 
superheroes are popular today, 
Donovan said, is because people 
want to see others doing good. 

“There’s a lot of bad in the world, 
and people like the idea that there 
are people out there trying to do 
good,” Donovan said. 

Donovan’s daughter Clarissa 
also wants to do good, just like her 
favorite superhero, the Flash. 

“Me and my Dad like to watch; 
he’s the fastest man alive,” Claris-
sa said. “He’s always taking down 
mean villains.”

Heroes like Flash, Superman and 
Captain America have been around 

for nearly 80 years. According to 
Brown, thanks to the huge surge of 
comic book-based blockbusters and 
successful TV shows, superheroes 
are more popular with kids now 
than ever before. 

“It’s good versus evil, and good al-
ways prevails,” Brown said. “While 
comics have always been popular, 
they are super popular right now – 
movies, TV, books, you name it.”

Pablo Franco, an Irving-based 
professor, also brought his young 
daughter Aliana to the event. Franco 
agreed that the idea of good winning 
against evil is part of the reason su-
perheroes are and have been popu-
lar for years. 

“It’s not just today, it’s been for 
the last 80 to 100 years,” Franco 
said. “Everybody’s always looking 
for a figure that can protect them 
from the bad things, or from any-
body taking advantage of them. It’s 
good that we have these other fig-
ures to make us feel better.”

MOVIE REVIEWS

By Matt Mungle
Is The LEGO Batman Movie in 

essence a Deadpool movie for the 
whole family? Quite possibly. I 
know what you are thinking but 
hear me out before you make any 
rash decisions. Yes Deadpool was 
a one-of-a-kind masterpiece that 
arrived just when we needed some-
thing to smash the stereotypical 
hero film we were all tired of seeing. 
I am not saying that LEGO Batman 
is innovative or a paradigm shift in 
super films. In fact it sort of borrows 
a lot from what made Deadpool suc-
cessful and doesn’t creatively break 
any new ground. At its core it is just 
as silly, sarcastic, snide, and sardon-
ic; but does it with a PG rating. That 
is not an easy task.

In this story they focus on Bat-
man’s (voiced by Will Arnett) 
relationship issues. He is a lone 
wolf and has built a wall of 3001 
bricks around his heart. He lives in 
a giant mansion spending evenings 
sad and alone. Even his most hated 
enemies can’t get him to admit how 
much he needs them. But when Go-
tham faces its greatest siege ever he 
might have to work as a team and 
learn the value of family.

Like Deadpool, this film releases 
on Valentine’s Day. Coincidence? 
I think not. Both movies have an 
emotional theme and this one cer-
tainly focus’ on the need of family, 
relationships, sacrifice, and opening 
one’s self for the possibility of hurt; 
but the journey is full of sarcasm 
and poking fun at everything in 
the DC Universe. Again, Deadpool 
made sport of the Marvel world and 
Batman takes the same shots at Su-
perman, The Justice League, and 
a long list of others. But somehow 
the writers were able to deliver it 
in a family friendly way. Sure, Bat-
man is sort of a tool. He says and 
does things that are inappropriate. 
The delivery and timing is just sly 
enough that older audiences get the 
joke for different reasons than the 
younger kids will. I have a four year 
old who laughed at the most ridic-
ulous moments, not because of the 
content of the joke but at the subtle 
use of words that make four year 
olds crack up. 

Unlike the first LEGO movie, this 
one is not designed as a LEGO film. 
Other than the fact that they are all 
LEGOs there isn’t much referenced. 
Batman builds a few things and 
there are bits of brand terminology 
mixed in but often you forget. It is 
more about Batman and villains, as 
it should be. LEGO is just another 
medium now in which to tell a funny 
story. Would this film have worked 
had it been standard animation? I 
think so. There was nothing about 

the story or theme that would not 
have translated. It just looks cool 
having everything made of LEGOs. 
It is a newness that works.

This version of Robin is a wonder-
ful addition to the mix. In the classic 
1960’s version, Dick Grayson was 
a smart, focused and energetic ward 
of Bruce Wayne. In this one he is a 
spastic and overly sensitive young-
ster who is bouncing off the wall and 
driving Batman nuts. Michael Cera 
was the perfect choice to voice this 
new Robin. His whiney voice and 
often annoying - yet endearing - 
tone gave Robin a more prominent 
place in this film. 

This film needs to be seen more 
than once in order to grasp every-
thing. The cast of characters is so 
overwhelming that it is impossible 
to catch them all, and not just from 
the DC realm. Granted Joker (Zach 
Galifianakis), The Riddler (Conan 
O’Brien), and Bane (Doug Ben-
son) are must have staples, there are 
iconic pop culture creatures from 
every universe and timeframe. It is 
fun to see them all but eventually 
you stop trying to keep up. You have 
to watch it more with a wide eye to 

take in the full scope of the scene in-
stead of pinpointing certain smaller 
elements. Those will be fun to spot 
on the rewatching.

It is very safe to say that this is a 
film for the whole family. It is a tad 
long and the aforementioned four 
year old started getting squirmy 
near the end. But the humor, vi-
suals, and story offer something 
for all ages. It was nice to see a lot 
of daddy-daughter pairings as well 
as moms and sons. There is not a 
specific demo for a movie like this 
which can make it highly successful. 
There are few things more iconic 
than Batman or LEGOs. So having 
them together is a powerful duo.

The LEGO Batman Movie is rat-
ed PG for rude humor and some 
action. Again there is very little that 
is intentionally mean spirited or 
overtly crude. The overwhelming 
message of family and relation-
ship for surpass anything negative. 
I give it 3.5 out of 5 cowls. Could 
have been a bit shorter and not so 
inundated with extra faces, but for 
the most part a fantastic family 
film that looks fabulous on the big 
screen.

LEGO Batman Movie a 
winner for the whole family

The students of Lively Elementary School welcomed volunteers 
from Nationstar Mortgage as they celebrated “JA in a Day” with Junior 
Achievement of Dallas. Employees from various sectors of the company 
led classes exploring the topic of city planning and all the components 
of building a thriving community for citizens. Lively students connected 
with professionals and had fun engaging in the interactive curriculum 
by their guest teachers. In the photo above, third graders work with vol-
unteers from Nationstar to map their very own city (courtesy photo).

Source Irving ISD

Lively Students 
Build with Nationstar
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their infor-
mation on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving 
Rambler will have accurate information. Listings are 
limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location 
and time. If an organization wishes to have more in-
formation than the free listing offers, we will continue 
to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Buttons & Bows Square 

& Round Dance Club 
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Evening Lions Club

1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm
Community Bible Church

2301 Texas Drive
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Hallelujah Pool Players

Every Wed. @ Noon
Heritage Senior Center

200 S Jefferson St., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month 
7:30 to 9 PM

Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
 Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Second Tuesday each month @ 7:30 P.M.

132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm 
IHOP on Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Chateau on Wildbriar Lake

1515 Hard Rock Road
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez
---
1. GEOGRAPHY: What is the capital of 
Serbia?

2. TELEVISION: Who played Monica’s boyfriend Richard on “Friends”?
3. NATURAL WORLD: What is the common name of Euphorbia 
pulcherrima, which blooms during the holidays?
4. BIBLE: What is the third book of the Old Testament?
5. GAMES: What is the shape of the answer grid inside a “Magic 8 
Ball,” a hand-held game that gives stock answers to questions? 
6. AD SLOGANS: Which car rental company had the slogan “We try 
harder”?
7. LITERATURE: Who was the author of the 1954 novel “The 
Adventures of Augie March”?
8. COMICS: What is the name of Dagwood and Blondie’s dog?
9. MYTHOLOGY: What was the name of the monstrous hound that 
guards the gates of Hades?
10. ANATOMY: What is the meniscus disc in the knee made of?

Answers
1. Belgrade
2. Tom Selleck
3. Poinsettia
4. Leviticus
5. An icosahedron, a 20-sided figure
6. Avis
7. Saul Bellow
8. Daisy
9. Cerberus
10. Cartilage

* It was Rose Bird, the first female chief justice of the 
California Supreme Court, who made the following 
sage observation: “We have probed the earth, exca-
vated it, burned it, ripped things from it, buried things 
in it, chopped down its forests, leveled its hills, mud-
died its waters, and dirtied its air. That does not fit 
my definition of a good tenant. If we were here on a 
month-to-month basis, we would have been evicted 
long ago.”

* Have you ever heard of an “oreo” cow? It’s officially 
known as the Belted Galloway, a breed of cattle that 
originated in Scotland. A typical specimen is black 
with a broad white band around its middle. 

* You might be surprised to learn that London Bridge has never actually fallen 
down. The bridge has had several iterations since the first one was built in 
1170; wooden buildings constructed on the bridges have burned down, and 
some of the bridges have been torn down, but none has ever fallen of its 
own accord. 

* The paintings of Dutch master Rembrandt are so detailed that modern spe-
cialists were able to diagnose a basal cell carcinoma -- a kind of skin cancer 
-- by examining a portrait of the artist’s mother. 

* The Guinness Book of World Records (now known simply as Guinness 
World Records) has earned a spot in its own roster: It is officially the best-sell-
ing copyrighted book of all time, with sales of more than 100 million copies in 
100 different countries and 37 languages. 

* According to ancient Chinese philosopher Confucius, an ideal meal is made 
up of one-fourth meat and three-fourths vegetables. 
***
Thought for the Day: “The central function of imaginative literature is to make 
you realize that other people act on moral convictions different from your 
own.” -- William Empson
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UNITY CHURCH
Unity of Irving

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class

11:00 AM Service
& Children’s Church

Reverend Frank Pounders
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-5083

unitychurchofirving.com

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third,  75060

972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Chapel
Second and fourth Sundays

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

First Church of Christ, Scientist
2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 75061

972-253-7202
www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-0476

access code 884879
For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.
972-790-8606 

www.BeltLineChurch.com

WORSHIP

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W. Airport Freeway Irving Tx
972-255-4185

www.ppumc.org

UNITED METHODIST

city to get all of those great ameni-
ties. If we see it somewhere else and 
we can do it, we do it. That’s why we 
have a comedy show, and a tasting 
event, and now we do concerts in the 
park. People don’t realize how many 
things we do here in Irving.”

The push for new city program-
ming, including the Frost Fest, has 
been a challenge for Parks and Rec-
reation officials in informing resi-
dents about upcoming events. She 
stressed that word of mouth is still 
the most effective means of market-
ing.

Initial feedback from the event 
was positive, as Lee and staff mem-
bers executed verbal surveys of the 
day’s participants. 

“People may not realize that we 
really look at these surveys that we 
take, and we make changes to the 
events based on what people think,” 
Lee said. “I’ve been talking to people 
and getting feedback, so we know 
what to do next year. 

“Everybody has been happy. I 
haven’t had any complaints yet. It’s 
wonderful.”

The goal for next year, Lee em-
phasized, is bigger and better. Part-
nerships will be important to ac-
complishing that goal, however, as 
the department hopes to rely solely 
on vendors and outside participants 
to continue to grow.

“Really, all we want to do is more 
next year,” Lee said. “More trains, 
more activities, more attractions, 
because we want to keep the lines 
short, the people happy; that’s the 
goal for next year. I have no inten-
tions of hitting the general fund 
anymore next year. My goal is to get 
more partners on board to help us 
grow it.”

The Irving Public Library acted 
as an event collaborator, providing 
programming inside the building 
concurrent with outside Frost Fest 
activities, including a puppet show, 

story time, and arts and crafts with 
winter animal themes. The library 
has a puppet show team that is 
part of the programming team, and 
along with librarians and library 
assistants from different branches, 
come together for citywide events. 
For Frost Fest in particular, the 
group came together to put on a new 
puppet show.

“Irving Parks and Rec and Irving 
library have done a lot of collab-
oration,” said Corine Barberena, 
Outreach Programming Supervisor 
for Irving Public Library. “When 
Jasmine asked us to be a part of 
this event, we were just thrilled.” 
Barberena’s role includes program-
ming system wide as well as within 
the Irving community, and organiz-
ing outreach efforts to let residents 
know about library services and 
what’s available. 

The Frost Fest is one of four new 
events being organized by the Parks 

Department, kicking off a season 
that includes the Irving Concert Se-
ries for Kids, Children’s Day at the 
Theater, and toward the end of the 
year, a corporate spelling bee for ex-
ecutives of area businesses. 

“We get all of our businesses out 
here, they get into groups, they com-
pete, and it’s a great way to raise 
funds to go toward more amenities 
for future events,” Lee said. “We’re 
always trying to find sponsors or 
people to make the events better 
without hitting the taxpayers.”

An emphasis on participation 
from Irving residents at the city’s 
upcoming events is a focus for the 
Parks department.

“We wanted lots of people to 
come, but lots of Irving people to 
come,” Lee said. “The point of our 
events is to do something for the 
residents to give them something to 
do to let them know that Irving’s a 
great place to be.”

FROST FEST
Continued from Page 1

Irving ISD Athletes 
Ink Letters of Intent

On National Signing Day Feb. 
1, 13 Irving ISD students signed 
official letters of intent to compete 
at the collegiate level. The district 
held ceremonies at MacArthur and 
Nimitz high schools to recognize 
those students.

MacArthur High School Sign-
ees:

DJ Benford – Northwestern 
Oklahoma State University (foot-
ball)

Bryse Burris – Texas A&M Com-
merce (football)

Martez Cash – Northwestern 
Oklahoma State University (foot-
ball)

Ruben Cruz – Howard Payne 
University (football)

Alyson Gamez – Fresno State 
University (basketball)

Nimitz High School Signees:
Claudia Espinal – Brookhaven 

College (soccer)
Mark Eugene – Navarro College 

(football)
Olivia Marin – Brookhaven Col-

lege (soccer)
Rafael Martinez – Sterling Col-

lege (tennis)
Cody Norris – Southeastern Okla-

homa State (football)
Chelsea Ruiz – Brookhaven Col-

lege (soccer)
Jasmine Valencia – Texas Wes-

leyan (cross country)
Brendon Williams – New Mexico 

State (baseball)

Source Irving ISD

The Texas Department of Family 
and Protective Services (DFPS) is 
kicking off a statewide campaign to 
increase awareness about the dan-
gers of adults co-sleeping with small 
children.

Over the last five months, 54 Tex-
as children have died while sleep-
ing with an adult or older child. In 
addition, Child Protective Services 
investigates an average of 170 cases 
a year involving children who die 
while sharing a bed with an adult or 
older child.

Starting this week, the DFPS 
Prevention and Early Intervention 
Program will run a public service 
campaign that includes seven con-
secutive months of mobile, online, 
and social media advertising – plus 
a three-week TV campaign in all 
Texas media markets. The TV spots 
start next week, featuring a new TV 
ad that you can watch now on the 
DFPS YouTube Channel.

Bed sharing, also known as 
co-sleeping, increases the risk of 
children, primarily infants, dying in 
their sleep. Infants should sleep one 
of three ways: 

Alone
Not with an adult, child, or ani-

mal. Bed sharing, which is sleeping 
with a baby on a bed, couch, floor, or 
in a chair, is dangerous.

On their back
Not on their side or tummy. Place 

babies on their backs for every sleep 
time, including naps and at night. 

In a crib
Put babies on a firm surface, pref-

erably in a safety-approved crib with 
a firm crib mattress covered by a fit-
ted sheet. Do not use bedding (such 
as bumper pads, pillows, blankets) 
or allow clutter in the sleep environ-
ment (such as toys or stuffed ani-

Statewide campaign fights 
Infant Sleeping Deaths

mals). Safety-approved bassinets, 
play yards, and portable cribs are 
also acceptable. 

The Texas Pediatrics Society 
says the safest place for a baby to 
sleep is in a crib or bassinet near a 
parent’s bed, not in a parent’s bed. 
Parents can find short video lessons, 
safe sleep tips, and statistics on 
bed-sharing on the campaign web-
site, BabyRoomToBreathe.org.

Source Texas Health and Human Services

A petting zoo equipped with a reindeer was one of many attractions at the inaugural Frost Fest. / Photo by Joe Snell

Five student-athletes from MacArthur High School inked letters of intent to compete at the 
collegiate level. They are (pictured from left) Bryse Burris, Martez Cash, Alyson Gamez, DJ 
Benford and Ruben Cruz.. / Courtesy Photo

Nimitz High School held a ceremony to recognize eight student-athletes who signed on 
National Signing Day. The signees are Claudia Espinal, Mark Eugene, Olivia Marin, Rafael 
Martinez, Cody Norris, Chelsea Ruiz, Jasmine Valencia and Brendon Williams. / Courtesy Photo
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By Susan Edgley
After a tremendous run during 

marching season this past fall, the 
Coppell Color Guard turned its at-
tention to Winter Guard, debuting 
both its Varsity and Junior Varsity 
shows in back-to-back North Tex-
as Colorguard Association (NTCA) 
competitions over the last couple of 
weeks.

Winter Guard is an indoor sport 
for color guard where schools com-

Coppell Color Guard Debuts 2017 Winter Guard Shows
pete using flags, rifles, sabres and 
other props as well as recorded mu-
sic, instead of performing alongside 
a live marching band. The teams 
are judged on equipment handling, 
movement, design and general 
effect. Bringing the music to life 
through themes, artistry and emo-
tion is an important component.

“The Coppell Color Guard pro-
gram is adjusting well to an in-
creased demand in not only chore-

ography, staging, and performance, 
but also details, personal account-
ability, and the overall group dy-
namic,” said Matthew Rummel, 
Color Guard Director. “We strive to 
instill a work ethic that will translate 
beyond high school.”

Coppell’s Junior Varsity show 
“Mangia!” portrays chefs in an Ital-
ian restaurant, with lots of visual 
imagery such as red-checkered table 
cloths, pizza, pasta and silverware. 
Music includes “That’s Amore” by 
Dean Martin and “Funiculi Funicu-
la” by Andrea Bocelli. The 26-mem-
ber group placed 4th in the NTCA 
Boswell Contest’s Scholastic A divi-
sion on Jan. 20 in Fort Worth.

“The JV team debuted about one 
minute of their four-minute show,” 
Rummel said. “The goal was never 
to win, just to get those first perfor-
mance nerves out of the way. The 
team did a great job handling a last 
minute change in venue that had a 
smaller than normal performance 
space. I was very proud of the pro-
fessionalism displayed by such a 
young group.”

Coppell’s Varsity show “Winter 
Bird” features the title track by the 
same name from the artist Aurora. 
“The theme is about a bird in win-
ter and how that is a metaphor for 
times in our life when we feel at our 
lowest, yet through perseverance we 
can push through to a better future,” 
Rummel said. The 14-member 
group performed at NTCA Lamar 
Contest’s National A division on 
Jan. 28 in Arlington, placing 4th out 
of 10 groups competing.

“The only expectation for the Var-
sity performance is to be better than 
our last run-through in rehearsal,” 
Rummel said. “The team debuted 
most of their production on Satur-
day, which is at a higher level of dif-
ficulty than previous performances. 
They have worked so hard and I am 
impressed with their desire to con-
stantly improve.”

The Varsity team will compete 
next at the Winter Guard Interna-

tional’s (WGI) Dallas Regional com-
petition on Feb. 18 at Coppell High 
School, followed by the NTCA Bowie 
Contest on Mar. 4 in Arlington. The 

JV team will perform next at NTCA’s 
Centennial Contest on Feb. 24 in 
Frisco and the NTCA Red Oak con-
test on Mar. 10th in Red Oak.

Source Irving ISD

Coppell Varsity Winter Guard squad member Chelsea Banks, senior, rehearses the 2017 show 
“Winter Bird.” / Courtesy Photo


