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By Vaughn-zel Lloyd 
Dinosaurs roamed through 

the Irving Arts Center’s Car-
penter Hall, taking parents 
and children on a prehis-
toric journey into a new di-
mension. Erth’s DINOSAUR 

By Ariel Graham
People were feeling love for 

the city of Irving at the 2017 
Irving Hospitality Industry 
Annual Meeting, held at the 
Irving Convention Center on 
Wednesday, Feb. 8. 

Hosted by the Irving Con-
vention and Visitors Bureau, 
the event welcomed hun-
dreds of visitor-related busi-
nesses, community leaders 
and industry professionals to 
network as well as share what 
they enjoy most about living 
and working in Irving.

During lunch, Maura Gast, 
executive director of the Ir-
ving Convention & Visitors 
Bureau, spoke about some 
current projects, including 
the Music Factory, Water 

By Joe Snell
An orchestra of jackham-

mers and hard hats wel-
comed select media person-
nel to an early glimpse of the 
Irving Music Factory on Feb. 
2. The 17-acre construction 
site, located next to the Irving 
Convention Center and High-
way 114, is set to open by La-
bor Day, Sept. 4. 

“There was a lot of skepti-
cism about this project dating 
back six to eight years,” said 
Eric Brunner, a represen-
tative of general contractor 
Skanska. “Now it’s finally 
come to a reality. We want 
the Irving community and 
those surrounding Irving 
as excited, or more excited 
about what this project will 
bring to the community, as 
we are.”

The $180 million enter-
tainment, retail, and office 
complex includes nine build-
ings and will house a Live 
Nation indoor/outdoor con-
cert hall, eight-screen Ala-

By Matthew Pedersen
Education opens doors 

to success, not only for indi-
viduals looking to ensure a 
bright future for themselves, 
but also for the cities and cor-
porations who depend upon 
a steady stream of employ-
ees to fill available positions. 
In order to build a better 
tomorrow, the Texas Work-
force Commission presented 
nearly half a million dollars 
in grant money to a group of 
corporations within the DFW 
area, allowing them to es-
tablish training programs to 
provide higher education for 
people interested in working 
with them.

Irving Music Factory set to open by 
Labor Day

mo Drafthouse Cinema, and 
restaurants among various 
retail and office tenants. 

Including the parking ga-
rage, the entire venue is close 
to 1 million square feet. Cur-
rently, construction is rough-
ly 60 percent complete. Gen-
eral contractor Skanska USA 
was brought on by North Car-
olina-based developer ARK 
to work on the North Texas 
project.

Skanska’s contract, roughly 
$100 million of the total de-
velopment cost, includes the 
core shell only. From there, 
tenants come in and com-
plete their interiors and build 
out the spaces. One of the 
buildings is a six story park-
ing garage with an additional 
four stories of office space on 
top. 

Construction also includes 
a separate 100,000 square 
foot office building, which has 
been leased by Irving-based 
Ethos Group, as well as the 
Pavilion, a 4,000 seat indoor 

Wonder of dinosaurs 
arrives at Arts Center

ZOO LIVE, a show featuring 
large puppets based on the 
giant wonders of pre-historic 
Australia, connected the au-
dience to paleontology while 
also having fun in an infor-
mative setting on Feb. 9 - 10. 

“The interactive level of 
their show and the humor 
involved makes it worth see-
ing,” Shannon College, a par-

ticipant at the exhibit, said. 
“I found it to be very educa-
tional. I didn’t know a whole 
lot about dinosaurs, as there 
is a lot you don’t get exposed 
to and the research is always 
changing. They have the most 
up-to-date information on 
what’s going on and that’s 
exciting. It’s relatable for 
the kids and [there are] a lot 
of things that I didn’t know 
growing up.”

Erth’s DINOSAUR ZOO 
LIVE featured a cast of 19 
life-sized dinosaur puppets 
brought to life by complex 
design and theatrical presen-
tation combined with puppet 
mastery and interaction from 
the children in the audience. 

“It was a great show, and 
we had a few hundred peo-
ple attend during each per-
formance,” said Jeff Mues, 
Director of Public Relations 
at the Irving Arts Center. “It 

Hospitality gathering 
honors Irving

concert hall that is convert-
ible into an 8,000 seat out-
door amphitheater.

“Skanska’s office is located 
here in Irving, right across 
the street, so we have a very 
strong, vested interest in this 

Street, and the highly antici-
pated Irving Convention Cen-
ter Hotel, which is scheduled 
to break ground in late March 
of this year. 

The hotel and hospitali-
ty industry overall has seen 
steady growth over the past 
eight years. Irving hotels in 
particular have had an out-
standing year with total city-
wide occupancy in 2016 at 75 
percent, which is 10 points 
higher than the national rate, 
according to Gast. 

“The city is seeing about 
3.4 million visitors annually, 
who collectively spend $2.3 
billion, and through the taxes 
associated with that spend-
ing, saved every household 
in the city $662 a year,” Gast 

said. “The economic impact 
of conferences and meetings 
in Irving is over $500 million 
annually. It is clearly a key 
part of our economy, a key 
part of our stability, and a key 
part of the amenities our resi-
dents and corporations enjoy. 
It’s our priority to keep that 
industry vibrant, healthy and 
understood.”

The meeting also recog-
nized the recipients of the 
2016 High Spirited Citizen 
Awards and the 2017 Spirit 
of Irving Awards. The High 
Spirited Citizens Awards are 
given out several times a year 
to citizens who are nominated 
by their peers for their efforts 

Texas Workforce 
Commission presents 
grant for job training

The $407,230 check was 
presented to representatives 
from the Crawford Electrical 
Company, Owens & Minor 
Distributing Incorporated, 
and others in a ceremony at 
the Owens & Minor facility in 
Flower Mound.

Andres Alcantar, Chair-
man and Commissioner for 
the Texas Workforce Busi-
ness, presented the check and 
gave special thanks to North 
Lake College, the local educa-
tion institution that stepped 
in to help the benefiting com-
panies organize their training 
programs.

“I want to start by thank-

Construction on the roughly $180 million Irving Music Factory is starting to take shape after years of development. The center is now 
slated to open by Labor Day of this year. / Photo by Joe Snell

Australian dinosaurs visit the Irving Arts Center looking for their forever 
homes as part of Erth's DINOSAUR ZOO LIVE exhibit. 
/ Photo by Vaughn zel-Lloyd
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ing the college and their wonderful 
team,” Alcantar said. “They do a real 
wonderful job of pulling different 
folks together. The Dallas [County] 
Community College District is, in 
fact, the largest generator of skills 
benefiting projects in Texas; it has 
been for a number of years now. 
That consistency reflects on their 
desire to truly align, understand, 
and respond to the needs of employ-

ers in their service area.”
Christa Slejko, President of North 

Lake College, thanked the TWC and 
the benefiting companies for putting 
their trust into her college.

“When I was looking at the part-
nership, one of the things I thought 
was really interesting was that these 
were three companies from differ-
ent parts of the Metroplex,” Sle-
jko said. “Often companies do find 

themselves joined together, either 
by industry or geographic region, 
but to represent a big swathe of the 
Metroplex is an exciting thing.

“About 174 employees will be 
trained through the partner com-
panies. It’s going to be about 9,000 
hours of training.”

Alcantar further thanked the col-
lege and the representatives pres-
ent, remarking how their efforts 
allow the communities they join to 
flourish.

“I applaud the college district and 
various presidents for their work 
reaching out to various high schools 

and other partners to make sure that 
the needs of employers in this fast 
growing region of the country, both 
in terms of population and jobs, are 
met, that that momentum is main-
tained, and that goals involving 
prosperity, success of companies, 
success of individuals living in these 
communities, are achieved,” Alcan-
tar said.

Kelly Johns, Regional Vice-Pres-
ident of Crawford Electrical Com-
pany, spoke about how the grant 
would help his company.

“Crawford is an electrical distribu-
tion company based in Las Colinas,” 

Johns said. “We have 26 branches 
in Texas and Louisiana with 684 
employees, and close to $700 mil-
lion dollars in revenue. We base all 
of our growth on the construction 
business, which is volatile at times, 
and pretty flat right now. Funds like 
this, in times of rising cost in every 
place, make it very nice to help our 
employees receive extra training.” 

Crawford’s employee base, Johns 
stated, is already eager to receive 
training and acquire new skills.

“I know we sold out our Excel 
Advanced training, and [employees 
were] begging for more the other 
day. We had a four hour class during 
operating hours, and we had about 
17 people in that class,” he said.

Chairman Alcantar reiterated that 
this is just one portion of a statewide 
plan to provide educational oppor-
tunities to Texas citizens.

“The Tri-Agencies, TWC, Texas 
Education Agency, and the Texas 
Higher Education Coordinating 
Board, partnered up,” Alcantar said. 
“In our recommendations to the 
Governor, one of many recommen-
dations included the launching of 
industry cluster innovative acade-
mies.”

“Within those designs, where we 
have our early college high schools, 
we have an ISD partnering up with 
a community college, identifying a 
high demand occupation within one 
of six major Texas industry clusters, 
making sure that we have an align-
ment in terms for a two year degree 
with the potential, if desired, to get 
a four year degree. The design is a 
partnership that provides mentor-
ing, career guidance, the potential 
for an internship, and the direct 
involvement of a specific employer 
working with these partners to gen-
erate more students with the skills 
that you tell us that you need,” he 
said.

WORSHIP 
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Winter Guard International’s 
Regional competition
February 18
Coppell High School will host Winter Guard 
International’s Dallas Regional competition. 
Over 40 high school winter guard organiza-
tions from Texas to Mississippi will perform, 
including Coppell’s own varsity color guard 
team.
Winter Guard is an indoor pageantry activity 
that involves an array of equipment, move-
ment, and skill. Flags, rifles, sabres and 
other props are utilized to bring music and 
themes to life while displaying technique, 
creativity, and expression. Competition is 
separated into six classes based on the 
complexity of the program and if the color 
guard is affiliated with a school (scholastic) 
or not (independent).
Tickets are $12 for prelims, and $15 for 
finals. A $24 combo prelims/finals ticket is 
also available at the box office on the day 
of the event. For more ticket and schedule 
information for this and all WGI events, 
please visit www.wgi.org.

Annual Black History Program 
February 19, 4PM 
Featuring Take The Bus! by Earnestine Rose 
and Unveiling of the 2017 USPS Heritage 
Stamp Irving Postmaster Rodney Malone. 
Admission FREE, Irving Arts Center - Dupree 
Theater, Reception immediately following.

African American Read-In & 
Desserts 
February 22, 12:30 – 2 p.m.
Students, staff and faculty will share excerpts 
from literature to express their personal 
perspective on the crisis in black education. 

Afterwards, attendees may enjoy a variety 
of traditional African-American desserts. 
North Lake College (NLC) will celebrate 
Black History Month with a series of free 
events throughout the month of February. 
Suitable for all ages, the celebrations will 
take place in the Gallery and Student Life 
Center at the Central Campus at 5001 N. 
MacArthur Blvd. in Irving.

Lone Star Youth Orchestra
February 22, 7 PM 
The Lone Star Youth Orchestra invites you 
to join us as we present The Symphony 
Sings! Evening highlights include favorite 
selections by Saint-Saëns and Ponchielli, 
as well as a performance by one of our very 
own LSYO Concerto Competition winners, 
Victoria Hwang! You won�t want to miss this 
spectacular event! Call 972-252-2787 to get 
your tickets. Concerts occur at the Irving Arts 
Center�s Carpenter Hall.
Victoria Hwang, of Coppell, TX, first picked 
up the violin in preschool. Now in 9th grade 
at Coppell High School, she continues to 
play, developing her musical technique and 
artistry. Over the years, she has taken part 
in various orchestras and ensembles. In 
Florida, she won her first solo violin state 
title in 2009. After moving to California in 
2012, she performed with the Reverie Youth 
Symphony Orchestra and the Conejo Valley 
Youth Orchestra, and continued to compete 
and win multiple competitions in solo, duet, 
and quartet categories. Following another 
move to Texas in 2015, she performed with 
the Greater Dallas Youth Orchestra. Now a 
member of the Lone Star Youth Orchestra, 
she is one of the winners of the Lone Star 
Youth Orchestra Concerto Competition. She 
really enjoys her musical experience under 
the enthusiastic direction of Maestro Pearce.

By Vaughn-zel Lloyd
Roughly 150 Members of Calvary 

Church gathered Thursday morn-
ing, Feb. 9, to celebrate Pastor J. 
Don George’s 80th birthday in an 
event that honored the longtime 
community pastor with a flag from 
a state representative and a procla-
mation from the mayor.

“It kind of gave me a foretaste of 
what Heaven is going to be like,” 
George said. 

The surprise party featured live 
performances, food, and person-
al stories from former pastors who 
worked alongside George.

“The birthday bash at Calvary 
Church was a total surprise,” George 
said. “I knew I was going to have 
lunch with the adult plus group in 
the church, but there were over 100 
people there. The band was play-
ing, and people were standing and 
cheering, and there was confetti in 
the air, and so much excitement as 
I walked through the middle of the 
crowd.” 

Gary Paige, a pastor at Calvary for 
the senior adults, organized the fes-
tivities.

“He was out of town on his 80th 
birthday in Panama,” Paige said. 
“We normally have a luncheon the 
first Thursday of the month and 
that seemed like a good time to rec-
ognize his 80th birthday. I think he 
was surprised and pleased when 
he came in and saw all of the old 
friends there and former staff mem-
bers, because he did not know that 
they would be there. 

“He knew we were going to have a 
little celebration, but he didn’t know 
that I invited former staff members 
to come. The proclamation from the 
mayor, and the flag from the state 
representative meant a lot to him.”

Pastor George celebrates 80th birthday 
Paige invited many of the pastors 

who served throughout the early 
years of Calvary Church with Pastor 
George. 

“I was overwhelmed with their 
generosity and complimentary 
words they spoke,” George said.  
“They all made their own way to 
come. One came from North Caroli-
na, one came from Nashville, Tenn., 
and another one came from Hous-
ton, so they all came from various 
cities and states all over the country. 
They are all busy people, so it was a 
total surprise to me. I was surprised 
and deeply humbled; so very grate-
ful for their kindness.

“These young men who have gone 
out from Calvary are a remarkable 
group. Four of them pastor four 
large churches in key cities across 
America. If you combine the four of 
them, they preach to about 17,000 
people every Sunday morning, 
which is an average of about 4,000 
per church. 

They were just young guys who 
came through Calvary, spent a few 
years with me here on staff, and 
then went out to pastor their own 
churches, and they do it exceedingly 
well,” he said.

Chris Ayon, an executive pastor 
of campus development that over-
sees Multi-Site campuses, said Pas-
tor George has had a big impact on 
many lives. 

“His legacy is in all the mega 
church pastors who got up and hon-
ored Pastor George calling him their 
pastor,” Ayon said. “I think it gives 
some of the people whose lives he’s 
changed an opportunity to celebrate 
him.  It also allows the community 
of Irving, the Metroplex, and Texas 
an opportunity to recognize such 
a positive influence in one of their 

own.”
Pastor George has many more 

milestone celebrations coming up 
this year alongside his birthday.

“I will celebrate my 45th year as 
pastor of Calvary Church here, and 
this year my wife and I celebrate our 
60th wedding anniversary,” George 
said. “I also celebrate 40 years of 
perfect attendance, so I have a lot of 
celebrating to do.”

Radio host honors 
Elliott teacher

ESPN 103.3 FM Automotive Edge 
radio show made a surprise visit to 
Elliott Elementary School and an-
nounced fourth grade teacher Sandy 
Brown as February Teacher of the 
Month. 

Parents Sandra Aguilar, Niki Mc-
Clure and Mary Summerville nomi-
nated Ms. Brown by writing a letter 
to the radio show expressing Ms. 
Brown’s passion and the impact she 

has had on students throughout her 
13 years of teaching. Automotive 
Edge’s radio host and Irving ISD 
alumni, Kurt Chase, presented Ms. 
Brown with a check for $250 from 
Grapevine Ford who is one of the 
radio show’s sponsors. She will also 
receive a stock of school supplies for 
the remainder of the school year.

SOURCE Irving ISD

Texas Central, developers of the 
state’s high-speed train, recently 
announced that it has marked a sig-
nificant milestone in its land option 
program, the result of collaborative 
and ongoing engagements with 
property owners and stakeholders 
along the project’s potential route.

The company said it has reached 
option agreements on about 30 per-
cent of the parcels estimated to be 
needed for the bullet train’s route 
in the 10-county stretch between 
North Texas and Houston. 

Negotiations have resulted in op-
tion agreements in all 10 counties, 
including 50 percent of the parcels 
for the proposed route in Waller and 
Grimes counties. Grimes County is 
the site of a Brazos Valley passenger 
station, a midway stop on the 240-
mile line between the state’s top 
metro areas. 

Texas Central’s option program 
compensates owners in exchange 
for the right to acquire a parcel at a 
future date at an agreed price. The 
option offers are being made in se-
lect areas of alignments that are 
under review as part of the project’s 
environmental assessment.

To date, options have been nego-
tiated representing about 30 per-
cent of the parcels estimated for the 
potential route.

“This is a significant step in the 
progress of the high-speed train and 
it reflects the positive dialogue we 
have had with landowners along the 
route,” Texas Central CEO Carlos 
Aguilar said. “Texans see the many 
benefits of a system that will provide 
a safe, reliable and productive alter-
native to the state’s transportation 
demands.”

Since the beginning of the project, 
Texas Central has pledged to engage 
in personalized, open and collabo-
rative discussions with landowners, 
listening to concerns, outlining the 
project’s benefits and answering 
questions. Texas Central so far has 
hosted 28 information meetings 
throughout the 10 counties, allow-
ing for additional individual conver-
sations with project managers and 
subject matter experts.  

As a result of this cooperative 
approach, the company said more 
than 3,000 families and business-
es signed letters giving surveyors 
access as part of the environmental 

High-speed train reaches mile-
stone on land option program 

assessment. A substantial portion 
of the initial survey work has been 
completed and is continuing where 
needed.

In those few cases in which Texas 
Central sought a court decision to 
allow survey access, conversations 
with landowners later resulted in a 
favorable resolution reached out of 
court in a majority of these instanc-
es. 

Because of the positive collabora-
tion with Texans along the route and 
the progress of the environmental 
assessment, Texas Central has with-

drawn the remaining 18 cases to al-
low it to work with all landowners 
on an amicable approach for per-
mission to survey.  

The Texas bullet train continues 
to progress every day with action on 
many fronts, including infrastruc-
ture engineering design, develop-
ment of world-leading safety prac-
tices and rules, design of the interior 
of the trains, best practices for the 
customer/rider experience, mini-
mizing environmental impact and 
much more.

SOURCE Texas Central

Calvary Church Pastor Don George is surprised by over 100 guests in honor of his 80th birthday. George was honored for his longtime 
service to the church with a flag from a state representative as well as a proclamation by the mayor. / Photo by Vaugh-zel Lloyd

Radio host Kurt Chase (right) names Elliott Elementary School fourth grade teacher 
Sandy Brown (left) Teacher of the Month, presenting her with $250 and school supplies 
for the remainder of the spring semester. / Courtesy Photo
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CLASSIFIEDS

Geo-Spatial Application Developers, 
Irving, TX: Perform dev. of Tango’s 
geospatial products based on Oracle 
spatial, Alteryx & Kettle technology. 
Work w/ other Tango resources on 
developing new cloud-based GIS 
platform solutions for international 
markets leveraging OpenStreetMap, 
Google API & Hadoop. Send res 
to Tango Management Consulting, 
Inc . ,  6225 N Sta te  Hwy 161, 
S t e  3 0 0 ,  I r v i n g ,  T X  7 5 0 3 8 .

EMPLOYMENT

Representatives from Evergreen 
Packing visited Brandenburg Ele-
mentary School on Feb. 6 to cele-
brate the school’s recent win in the 
2016 Made by Milk Construction 
Contest. 

For winning the 2016 Made by 
Milk Construction Contest, Ever-
green Packaging representatives 
presented Brandenburg Elementa-
ry School with a plaque and $1,000 
check. Students gathered with 
teachers Grizelle Larriviel (far right) 
and Irene Sosa (far left in black) and 
Evergreen Packaging executives, 
pictured on the front row with Su-

perintendent of Schools Jose Parra, 
Ed.D., principal Julie Miller and 
student Juan Campos, who was the 
brainchild behind the project and 
served as the class environmental 
specialist. In January, the company 
named Brandenburg and their team 
of 38 fifth graders among its list of 
winners for their aviation project, 
Up, Up and Away. The group of stu-
dents constructed eight model air-
crafts resembling planes made be-
tween the years 1905 to 1994 using 
1,244 cartoons. 

SOURCE Irving ISD

Brandenburg award presentation

The Irving Police Department is 
investigating an Aggravated Rob-
bery offense that occurred on Feb. 
15 at approximately 3:30 a.m. in the 
1000 block of Fouts Drive. 

The suspects entered the resi-
dence while the occupants of the 
home were asleep. The victims were 
forcibly restrained at gun point 
during the commission of the of-
fense. One of the victims was struck 
multiple times by the suspects in an 
attempt to locate property within 
the home. The injured victim suf-
fered serious head trauma and was 
transported to a local hospital for 
treatment. 

Irving Police detectives are ac-
tively working on the case. There 

Police investigate 
aggravated robbery 

project,” Brunner said. “It’s been 
coming for quite some time, and 
we’re just happy to be a part of the 
team that brings it to fruition. This 
is going to be an incredible venue for 
people to come and spend a day.”

The chamber has acted as a con-
duit as well as educator between the 
project, the Irving business com-
munity, and local residents, accord-
ing to Greater Irving-Las Colinas 
Chamber President and CEO Beth 
Bowman.

“What this allows is another 
option,” Bowman said. “As we’re 
speaking, [our team] is constantly 

MUSIC FACTORY
Continued from Page 1

in the offices of the commercial real 
estate broker community as well as 
the buildings within the Urban Cen-
ter, making sure to communicate 
development, not only about the 
Music Factory, but developments 
that are happening outside the Ur-
ban Center.” 

Bowman, who has made several 
trips to the site since the ground-
breaking ceremony in 2014, is look-
ing forward to the progress ahead. 

“We’re going to be seeing a lot of 
the exterior of the buildings being 
installed, a lot of trim, a lot of brick, 
metal panel, curtain wall, windows, 

plaster and it’s really going to start 
taking shape here over the next cou-
ple of months,” Bunner said.

The site also features a 50,000 
square foot plaza with an outdoor 
stage that will host fashion shows, 
food festivals, and farmers markets 
among other events. 

“In terms of a project of this mag-
nitude, this is a first for Irving,” 
Bowman said. “Today we entertain 
customers throughout the region. 
We are looking forward to enter-
taining customers and truly hav-
ing an experience right here in our 
award winning city.”

were possibly four suspects involved 
in the crime, and they spoke Span-
ish to each other during the com-
mission of the crime. Detectives 
are in contact with surrounding law 
enforcement agencies to see if there 
have been any other similar types of 
offenses occur in their jurisdictions. 
It is unknown at this time if the sus-
pects took any property from the 
residence. 

The release of further information 
is limited due to the ongoing nature 
of the investigation. If anyone has 
any information concerning this of-
fense, please contact the Irving Po-
lice Department at (972) 273-1010.

SOURCE Irving Police Department

Spring House, Pa – Many do-it-
yourself painters spend hours se-
lecting the perfect paint colors, but 
give far less thought to the sheen 
they’ll use. That’s short sighted, ac-
cording to Debbie Zimmer, spokes-
person for the Paint Quality Insti-
tute, who recently was named one 
of the “Top 200 Influencers in the 
Home Design Industry”. 

“Paint sheen affects not only the 
initial appearance of a paint job, but 
also its long-term performance,” 
Zimmer said. “It’s important to 

carefully consider your options 
when choosing a paint.” 

Leading paint brands come in 
as many as six different levels of 
sheen, which is basically a measure 
of the reflectivity of the paint once 
it’s applied. Flat paint is the least 
reflective, followed by increasingly 
“shiny” options like matte, eggshell, 
satin, semi-gloss and – shiniest of all 
-- high gloss. 

If the condition of your walls is 
impeccable, you can choose any lev-
el of sheen your eye desires. But if 

you have sloppy sheetrock, uneven 
surfaces, or otherwise imperfect 
walls, be aware that paint with a 
higher sheen will make these defects 
more apparent, while a coating with 
less sheen will help conceal them.

There’s another aesthetic aspect 
of sheen: The shinier the paint, the 
more it will reflect light, rather than 
absorb it. If you want to brighten 
your surroundings without inflating 
your electric bill, consider using wall 
paint with some significant sheen – 
trading up from a flat paint to, say, 
a semi-gloss coating. The difference 
will be apparent.

Some of the reasons sheen level is 
important have to do not just with 
the appearance of your paint on day 
one, but rather, the way it will look 
years later. 

“Paints with higher sheen are 
tougher, more durable, more mil-
dew resistant, and more stain-resis-
tant than those with a flat or matte 
finish,” Zimmer said. “They’ll hold 
up better over time. If the room you 
are painting is heavily used, it’s wise 
to select a wall paint from the glossi-
er side of the spectrum.”

Kitchens, bathrooms, and laun-
dry rooms are clearly candidates 
for semi-gloss, or even high gloss 
wall paint; so, too, are rooms that 
are frequented by guests, children, 
or pets. On the other hand, walls in 
lesser-used spaces such as entrance-
ways or spare bedrooms will likely 
hold up well even with flat or low-
sheen paint.

Should they ever become soiled, 
glossier paints are much easier to 
clean. High gloss and semi-gloss 
paints, in particular, will easily 
give up fingerprints and many oth-

er common stains with just light 
scrubbing. As a result, they’re ideal 
for use not just on walls, but also on 
windows, doors and baseboards.

When the counterperson at the 
paint store asks which sheen you’d 
like, don’t brush off the question – 
reflect on your needs. In many ways, 
the sheen level of the paint you 
choose is every bit as important as 
the color.

SOURCE The Paint Quality Institute 

Why you should take a shine to sheen
Evergreen Packaging presented Brandenburg Elementary School with a plaque and $1,000 check for winning the 2016 Made by Milk 
Construction Contest. / Courtesy Photo
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Ruby
Well hello there!
I've been waiting for someone to check me out. I'm Ruby. Let me tell you a little bit about myself. 
I'm a 2 year old female shepherd/retriever mix, who like everyone else around here, is looking for 
my forever home and hoping that it might be with you. I'll be honest. Though I'm two years old, I still 
have a lot of puppy in me. I am an active girl, no laying around for me. One of the things I love to do 
is run. And I do mean run, so I'm going to need a backyard where I can run and play as much as I 
want. I like to chase after toys. I haven't got the game of fetch down yet, but I'm working on it. I came 
here from another shelter that was getting too crowded and now I'd like to make this one a little less 
crowded too. Know what I mean? So come on by and let's get to know each other. I might be the 
new friend that you have been looking for.

Malia
Malia is a pretty fitting name for me. It means "calm and gentle 
waters." Now, as a cat, I'm not too fond of water, but I am calm and 
gentle. I'm a watchful, easy-going buff, red tabby. I love to roll over 
and relax when you scratch me. I'm just a year old but I am wise 
beyond my years.

DEATH NOTICES

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

Dee Kilgore - Sep. 12, 1947 – Feb. 10, 2017

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

Wayne John Gerold - Dec. 11, 1944 – Feb. 8, 2017
Mark Lansford - Nov. 13, 1953 – Feb. 7, 2017
James Clyde Miller - Jan. 31, 1933 – Feb. 11, 2017

(972) 870-1992 
laurier@ramblernewspapers.netOBITUARIES

Dorothy Jolene Davis, 88, 
passed away on February 6, 2017 in 
Irving, Texas.  She was born on May 
22, 1928 in Anna, Texas to William 
H. Parks and Alta Lee (Bradford) 
Parks.  Dorothy and her husband 
Vetis moved to Irving in 1946 where 
they were longtime members of 
First Baptist Church. She was a 
clerk for Thorson Tool Company 
for many years before retiring in the 
late 1980s.

Dorothy was preceded in death by 
her loving husband of 72 years, Vetis 
Archie Davis; her parents; brothers 
Troy Parks, Leo Parks, Doyle Parks, 
and Floyd Gene Parks; and sister 
Opal Short.

She is survived by her son Vetis 
Boyd Davis and wife Lana of Alvord, 
TX; daughter Brenda Jolene Lynch 
and husband Jackie of Bedford; 
five grandchildren, Micheal Davis, 
Brandi West, Matthew Lynch, Mark 
Lynch and Timothy Lynch; and nu-
merous great grandchildren. 

Visitation was held from 6-8 p.m. 
Thursday, February 9th at Chism-
Smith Funeral Home.

Funeral services were held on Fri-
day, February 10th at 1:00 p.m. at 
First Baptist Church Irving. Inter-
ment followed at Restland Memori-
al Park Dallas.

Student musicians from Irving 
ISD competed in the UIL Orchestra 
Solo and Ensemble Contest Feb. 4. 

Twelve students from Irving, 
MacArthur and Nimitz high schools 
qualified with top scores and will 
advance to the UIL state competi-
tion in Austin in May. They are:

Irving – senior Nicole Beltran 
(violin)

Orchestra students 
advance to state 

MacArthur – senior Heather As-
beck and sophomore Lorenz Neu-
mayr (cello); sophomores Mindy 
Melendez and Suley Mercado (vio-
lin); junior Emmanuel Bustos (bass)

Nimitz – freshmen Cindy Tran 
and Ryan Truong (cello); freshman 
Brayan Gavidia, sophomore Yenifer 
Martinez, and seniors Lourdes Con-
treras-Diaz and Marla Espinoza (vi-
ola).

SOURCE Irving ISD

EVENT HALL RENTALS
IRVING ELKS LODGE #2334

2015 N. BRITAIN RD., IRVING, TX 75061
PLEASE CALL (972) 579-0005
FOR MORE INFORMATION.

SEATING FOR UP TO 230 PEOPLE, FULL SERVICE BAR.

DINOSAURS
Continued from Page 1

was really educational, not just the-
atrical entertainment. [Erth Produc-
tion] made sure they got their facts 
right and really presented them in 
an entertaining and engaging way. 
These types of shows are great for 
family audiences, and that’s really 
what we try to bring in as much as 
we can.”

Many audience members enjoyed 
the cast’s ability to coax the children 
on stage and encourage them to ac-
tively participate in front of the live 
audience. 

“[The cast is] able to respond to 
any child’s apprehension level while 
they are on stage,” College said. 
[They were] able to incorporate that 
and make [the children] feel com-
fortable on stage in front of hun-
dreds of strangers.”

Valoree Hoilimon, who attended 
with her two children, felt the per-
formance was very educational.

“I thought it was great,” Hoilimon 
said. “I had two little kids with me, 
and they thought it was great. It 
was really informative. I had a six 
year old and a two year old, and I 
really think the six year old actually 
learned something. She was really 
listening.” 

The show not only provided en-
tertainment for parents and chil-
dren looking for something new, but 
also allowed the children and new-
comers to visit the Irving Arts Cen-
ter and experience all it has to offer 
through its galleries. 

“We always hope that we get folks 
in here that haven’t visited us be-
fore,” Mues said. “We want to get 
kids in here and exposed to the arts 
through shows. A lot of them were 
walking around the galleries be-
forehand, so that’s really it, just get-
ting new faces in here and bringing 
shows like this to the community so 
they can enjoy.

“We bring in several performanc-
es of that variety each year. The next 
one is The Little Mermaid, which 
will happen on March 23 and 24.”

Irving Fire Department 
hosts annual banquet

The Irving Fire Department host-
ed its annual awards banquet the 
DFW Marriot in Las Colinas on Sat-
urday, Feb. 11.  

The following members of the 
Fire Department were recognized 
for their outstanding contributions:

Fire Prevention Specialist of the 
Year- FPS Jason Reid

Paramedic of the Year: FEO Chris 
Zmolik

Firefighter of the Tear- FEO Ja-
son Bates

Officer of the Year- Lt. Greg 
Wreyford

Dispatcher of the Year- Capt. 
Randy Sawyer

Shakey Holder Award- Capt. 
Roger Hogle

Special Recognition to IFD Pho-
tographer- Fred Blundell

Special Recognition for Nation-
ally Televised Trench Rescue and 
Subsequent Article in Firehouse 
Magazine- Capt. Paul Harris.

SOURCE Irving Fire Department

Lt. Greg Wreyford (right) is the recipient of the 2016 Officer of the Year Award. Greg was 
nominated for his commitment to the betterment of the department by serving on 
the Hiring Committee, his dedication and devotion to his job as Officer by training and 
sharing his knowledge with others. Presented by Asst. Chief J. / Photo by IFD-Fred Blundell

Protect Fido with dog house
If you recently adopted or pur-

chased a new furry family mem-
ber, it is important to provide a dog 
house for your pet. Whether your 
new dog will stay primarily outside 
or regularly cuddle with you on the 
couch, a dog house is essential for 
your pet’s protection outdoors. Dr. 
Sarah Griffin, lecturer at the Texas 
A&M College of Veterinary Med-
icine & Biomedical Sciences, said 
providing a safe outdoor place for 
your dog is important, especially if 
it lives outside or is going to spend 
long periods of time outdoors.

Portability, durability, and size 
are all factors to consider when pur-
chasing or building an outdoor shel-
ter for Fido, she added. An effective 
dog house should protect your dog 
from extreme temperatures, wind, 
rain, snow, and even potential pred-
ators.

“On a typical hot summer day in 
central Texas dogs can only dissi-
pate heat effectively by panting,” 
Griffin said. “However, a shelter, 
such as a dog house, can help dogs 
stay cool in extreme temperatures.”

How might an owner choose the 
most ideal dog house for their pet? 
The easiest way is to know your dog, 
Griffin said. For instance, breeds 
with thicker coats and shorter 
snouts are more susceptible to heat 
exhaustion. A dog house that will 
provide enough shade and air flow 
will work best for these breeds.

Griffin said to also consider the 
adult size of your dog’s breed and 
provide just enough room for your 
dog to make a complete turn on the 
inside. For owners who prefer a por-
table shelter for their pet, a plastic 
dog house is a great option that is 
also easy to clean. Owners can also 
purchase portable tents and pop-up 
play pens for dogs that only spend 
limited time outside.

Choosing the material and lo-
cation of the dog house is another 
important factor to consider, Griffin 
said. If your dog is more susceptible 
to heat exhaustion, a dog house that 
is made of wood rather than plastic 
or metal will keep your dog cooler in 
the summer heat.

Owners should move the dog 
house to the driest and shadiest part 
of the yard to avoid an uncomfort-
able living environment. Keeping 
the dog house shaded from the sun 

and bad weather will also preserve 
the materials. If you plan on building 
your own dog house, consider lifting 
the floor of the house off the ground 
to prevent the shelter from sitting 
in mud, rain, or snow. This will also 
promote more air flow, keeping your 
dog cooler in the summer and drier 
in the winter, Griffin said. Lastly, 
a slanted and hinged roof is ideal 
for an easy clean-up. Griffin added 
that metal or fiberglass shingles can 
protect your pet and preserve your 
dog’s house through any bad weath-
er storm.

While many of us prefer to leave 
a safety light on in our house during 
the night, this is not necessary for 
dogs. In fact, Griffin said it is esti-
mated that dogs can see in light that 

is five times dimmer than what the 
human eye can see. Griffin did not 
recommend providing a steady light 
for dogs at night. Instead, a motion 
sensor light placed away from the 
dog house may be a better option for 
owners who still desire some out-
door lighting at night.

Whether your dog is a bed hog 
or an outdoor explorer, providing a 
dog house for when your dog spends 
time outside is important. Remem-
ber to consider your dog’s needs 
when building or purchasing a dog 
house. If your dog lives or spends 
long periods of time outside, shelter 
is essential for its health and protec-
tion outdoors.

SOURCE College of Veterinary Medicine & 
Biomedical Sciences, Texas A&M University
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their infor-
mation on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving 
Rambler will have accurate information. Listings are 
limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location 
and time. If an organization wishes to have more in-
formation than the free listing offers, we will continue 
to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Buttons & Bows Square 

& Round Dance Club 
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Evening Lions Club

1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm
Community Bible Church

2301 Texas Drive
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Hallelujah Pool Players

Every Wed. @ Noon
Heritage Senior Center

200 S Jefferson St., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month 
7:30 to 9 PM

Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
 Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Second Tuesday each month @ 7:30 P.M.

132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm 
IHOP on Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Chateau on Wildbriar Lake

1515 Hard Rock Road
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS

1. GEOGRAPHY: What are residents of 
Guam called?
2. GEOLOGY: What kind of mineral 
produces an emerald?
3. MUSIC: Who is godfather to John 
Lennon’s son Sean?

4. ZODIAC: What is the symbol for the zodiac sign Sagittarius?
5. ANATOMY: What does the “superior vena cavae” do in the human 
body?
6. U.S. GOVERNMENT: Who was the first vice president of the United 
States?
7. FOOD & DRINK: What vegetable gives borscht its color?
8. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What fraternal organization’s motto is 
“We Serve”?
9. LITERATURE: Who wrote the Christmas novel, “The Cricket on the 
Hearth”?
10. EXPLORERS: Which explorer was nicknamed “The Pathfinder” for 
mapping the Oregon Trail?

Answers
1. Guamanians
2. Beryl
3. Elton John
4. The archer
5. Carries blood from upper body to heart
6. John Adams
7. Beet
8. Lions Clubs
9. Charles Dickens
10. John Fremont

* It was beloved 20th-century American humorist 
and author Will Rogers who made the following sage 
observation: “A king can stand people fighting, but 
he can’t last long if people start thinking.”

* The next time you’re dining at a seafood restaurant, 
consider this tidbit: Those who study such things say 
that 80 percent of a crab or lobster’s dry weight is 
wax. 

* Researchers at Cornell University have determined 
that if chickens are kept in a coop that is artificially 
lighted to simulate a 28-hour day, the eggs laid by 
those chickens will be larger and have stronger 
shells. 

* If you try to come up with an image of the pioneers’ westward trek in search 
of land, gold and new futures, what comes to mind is likely to be covered 
wagons (also known at the time as Prairie Schooners) crossing vast grass-
lands. A group of wagons circling up at dusk has become emblematic of that 
long journey. Most people assume that the wagons were placed in a circle 
for protection, to keep potential intruders out, but that’s not entirely true. While 
that may have been an advantage to the arrangement, the primary motivation 
was to keep livestock from wandering off. 

* The English word “infant” comes from a Latin term whose literal meaning is 
“one unable to speak.” 

* You might be surprised to learn that fruit flies can become intoxicated, too 
-- and they don’t even have to take a drink. Just the smell of alcohol affects 
them.
***
Thought for the Day: “The people can always be brought to the bidding of the 
leaders. That is easy. All you have to do is tell them they are being attacked 
and denounce the pacifists for lack of patriotism and exposing the country to 
danger. It works the same way in any country.” -- Hermann GoringÊ
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UNITY CHURCH
Unity of Irving

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class

11:00 AM Service
& Children’s Church

Reverend Frank Pounders
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-5083

unitychurchofirving.com

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third,  75060

972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Chapel
Second and fourth Sundays

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

First Church of Christ, Scientist
2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 75061

972-253-7202
www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-0476

access code 884879
For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.
972-790-8606 

www.BeltLineChurch.com

WORSHIP

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W. Airport Freeway Irving Tx
972-255-4185

www.ppumc.org

UNITED METHODIST

in community service. The 2016 
recipients were Gigi Peters, Ed Mc-
Carthy, Tom Trotter, Jan and Mary 
Ann Lovell, and Vernon Proctor.

For the Spirit of Irving Awards, 
The Townsell Award, given to an in-
dividual or organization that helps 
bring events and conventions to Ir-
ving, was awarded to Kathy Wilkins 
for her efforts in bringing the LGPA 
Tour and the Volunteers of America 
Texas Shootout to the Las Colinas 
Country Club. Wilkins is the first in-
dividual recipient of this award. The 
Martin Award, which is given out 
every year to an exemplary front-
line hospitality employee in Irving, 
was awarded to Alem Gebregiorgis, 
bar manager at La Cima Club. The 
Nelson Award, which recognizes an 
Irving citizen or business that puts 
the city in a positive public relations 
light, was awarded to the Texas Mu-
sicians Museum. Tom and Mari-
anne Kreason accepted the award 
on the museum’s behalf. 

Finally, the Carpenter Award, 
which recognizes an Irving-based 
company that brought in a consid-
erable amount of business to the 
city, was awarded to Hilti construc-
tion. The Liechtenstein-based com-
pany located their training facility 
to Irving, and their annual region-
al meeting brought in over 1,500 
guests and 4,000 room nights for 

HOSPITALITY
Continued from Page 1

Irving hotels. Philip Janssen, the 
senior vice-president of human re-
sources, accepted the award on be-
half of Hilti. Janssen expressed his 
gratitude to the city for the warm 
welcome and hospitality his compa-
ny received.

“We have 75 team members now 
working in our facility in Irving, and 
the Irving community was nothing 
but outstanding for us. We couldn’t 
have asked for a better welcome,” 
Janssen said.

In keeping with the theme of 
“Loving Irving,” the event’s key-
note speaker was Peter Kageyama, 
co-founder of the Creative Cities 
Summit and author of “For the Love 
Of Cities.” Kageyama spoke about 
taking pride in and loving cities, and 
how to spread that message of love 
all across Irving. 

“The sad truth is that not nearly 
enough of us love our cities,” said 
Kageyama. “It’s on us, those of us 
who actually do love the place. We 
have to be the emotional standard 
bearers and help carry that mes-
sage of love out there to our fellow 
citizens, help them see and feel the 
city the way that we do. When more 
people start saying they love Irving, 
the more people are going to see it, 
the more people are going to feel it, 
and the more people are going to be-
lieve it.” 

A floral arrangements greets guests of the Irving Hospitality Annual Meeting. / Photo by 
Ariel Graham
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Ir ving Heritage Society celebrates 
histor y with Vintage Valentine Tea
By Ariel Graham

History came alive at the Irving 
Heritage Society’s annual Vintage 
Valentine Tea on Sunday, Feb. 12.

The event was hosted at the Ir-
ving Heritage House. First built in 
1912, it was originally the home of 
Charles P. Schulze, brother of J. O. 
Schulze, the co-founder of the city of 
Irving, and his wife Virginia Tucker. 
In 1975, Schulze’s children deeded 
the house to the city to be used as a 
museum. 

Barbara Terrill, a house tour 
guide, explained how it came into 
the possession of the city and later, 
the historical society.

“Mrs. Schulze died in the ‘60s, 
and the house sat vacant for about 
ten years,” Terrill said. “Because 
there were no heirs to the home, 
[the children] decided to give it to 
the city of Irving to be used as a tour 
home. We like to call it a ‘living mu-
seum,’ because we actually have all 
kinds of events here.”

Today, the Irving Heritage House 
is a state historical landmark and 
one of the oldest houses in Irving. 
Although it has been restored and 
refurnished over the years, the 
house still contains a number of 
antiques belonging to the original 
Schulze family, many of which were 
on display at the Valentine’s Tea.

The event, one of the biggest of 
the year for the Heritage House, is 
a recreation of the original house-
warming party that Charles and Vir-
ginia threw for their friends in 1914. 
Rick Stopfer, president of the Irving 
Historical Society, explained the 
significance of having a Valentine’s 
Day theme to the tea party. 

“After the home was built, the first 
event that [the Schulze family] had 
to really introduce it to the public 
was a Valentine’s tea party,” Stopfer 
said. “We celebrate this each year 
to remember when this house was 
dedicated.” He added the society 
even uses some of the original dec-
orations and recipes from the first 
housewarming.

After tea, the historical society an-
nounced their annual “Sweetheart,” 
an award presented at each Valen-
tine’s tea to a member or members 
that exemplify the group. This year, 
the society awarded two members 
with the title. The first, Anne Pfaff, 
currently serves as Corresponding 
Secretary for the historical society 
and previously served as a board di-
rector. She is also an active member 
of the Celebrating Irving committee 
and was a leader in fundraising for 

Guests of the annual Vintage Valentine Tea are treated to a tour of the historic Irving Heritage House. / Photo by Ariel Graham

a program honoring Jackie Mae 
Townsell. Pfaff also served the com-
munity for 12 years as a teacher for 
Irving Independent School District 
and is the co-founder of the Irving 
Schools Foundation.

The second award was given to 
Kathy Howard, one of the direc-
tors on the Irving Historical Society 
board and co-chair of the annual 
fish fry and cake auction. She also 
was the driving force behind the so-
ciety’s “Treasures and Oddities,” an 
antique sale. The sale raised money 
for rebuilding Mary’s Playhouse, an 
exhibit in the back yard of the Ir-
ving Heritage House designed for 
children. Howard has served the 
Irving community through a num-
ber of organizations including the 
Irving Arts Board, Irving Sympho-
ny League, and the Irving Health-
care Foundation. Both women are 
Life Time Members of the Irving 
Historical Society. The Irving Heri-
tage House is located at 303 South 
O’Connor Road in Irving. Tours are 
conducted at the Heritage House 
from 3 to 5 p.m. on the first Sunday 
of each month.

Britain Elementary School, Elliott Elementary School and Lamar Middle School welcomed Out-
back Steakhouse as an official partner in education in a signing ceremony on February 9. The restau-
rant will support teacher appreciation programs and the attendance success initiative at each school. 

SOURCE Irving ISD

Outback Steakhouse partners 
with three Irving ISD Schools

Thanks to the generosity of TXU 
Energy, three Irving ISD learning 
spaces were beautified this week 
with a spread of new fruit trees. In 

TXU Energy donates trees 
for outdoor learning

partnership with Texas Trees Foun-
dation, TXU Energy donated 18 
native peach, apple, plum and pear 
trees to plant at the Elise Walker 
Outdoor Learning Center, John Ha-
ley Elementary School and Pierce 
Early Childhood School. 

PreK students of Pierce Early 
Childhood thank representatives 

from TXU Energy, Texas Trees 
Foundation and Irving Schools 
Foundation for their donation of 
fruit trees for the school’s outdoor 
learning classroom. The learning 
will continue as the fruit trees grow, 
helping illustrate food webs and 
pollination for students to explore 
in their outdoor classrooms. 

SOURCE Irving ISD

Freelancers
Needed

Rambler Newspapers is currently 
seeking inquisitive individuals 

with experience in:
Editing - Writing 

- Photography
To apply send resume, clips and 

image samples to: 
staceys@ramblernewspapers.net

For more information
call  972-870-1992

ONLINE !

You can now 
advertise with us

CALL
972-870-1992


