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By Matthew Pedersen
Hundreds of volunteers 

participated in the annual 
Keep Texas Beautiful, Don’t 
Mess with Texas Trash Off/
Great American Cleanup in 
Trinity View Park on Satur-
day morning, April 8. The 
event, organized by Keep 
Irving Beautiful, brought to-
gether local residents, faith 
groups, and activists who 
worked to keep the park 
clean. Trinity View Park is an 
important environmental lo-
cation where trash can easily 
move from the grounds into 
the Trinity River and then 
into other areas of Texas.

By Vaughn Zel-Lloyd and Joe 
Snell

A week after the initial im-
migration executive orders 
were released by the Trump 
administration in late Jan-
uary, local law firm Mosaic 
Family Services, Inc. set up 
phone banks to speak with 
every one of their clients over 

Election coverage:
Candidate bios

By Vaughn-zel Lloyd 
Children were entangled in 

a number of arts and crafts 
activities at the South Irving 
Library on Friday, March 24, 
culminating in a viewing of 
Charlotte’s Web.

“We have crafts programs 
and a lot of fun,” librarian 
Amanda Hipp said. “Peo-
ple can check out books and 
come visit us. This event is 
celebrating Charlotte’s Web, 
so we’ve got a live pig.”

The event featured pink re-
freshments, books about pigs 
and a live pig named Hamlet.

“By the end of the night, 
we had roughly 200 to 250 
people,” Hipp said. “It’s just 
a good way to introduce them 
to the library in a relaxed at-
mosphere, because we do a 
lot of programs for all ages 
and everybody’s welcome. It 
is good, free entertainment 
on a Friday night.” 

Librarian Susan Cox, who 
a lot of the kids mistakenly 
thought was an actual pig be-

Annual Trash Off brings out 
Irving’s community spirit

the last several years. Their 
goal was to advise clients on 
their rights and offer assis-
tance in collecting proper 
documentation.

“My job now requires me 
advising my clients about 
rights that I never had to in 
the last two years,” said Anna 
Rupani, a staff attorney with 

the firm. “Things like if an 
ICE (Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement) agent 
comes to your door, you don’t 
have to open it unless they 
have a warrant. You have the 
right to remain silent. Things 
that I never had to think 
about actually advising my 
clients about. Under the prior 

administration, there wasn’t 
this manhunt so to speak of 
undocumented immigrants, 
which seems existent now.”

The first of the executive or-
ders, released on Jan. 25, was 
titled “Border Security and 
Immigration Enforcement 
Improvements.” A second 
order, “Protecting the Nation 

from Foreign Terrorist Entry 
into the United States,” was 
released only two days later 
and lowered the number of 
refugees admitted into the 
United States, suspended 
the U.S. Refugee Admissions 
Program for 120 days, sus-
pended the entry of Syrian 
refugees indefinitely, and di-
rected cabinet secretaries to 
suspend entry to individuals 
from seven specific countries 
unless issued an exception. 
Those seven Muslim-major-
ity countries included Iran, 
Iraq, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, 
Syria, and Yemen.

The latter order, known as 
the “travel ban,” set off pro-
tests amid cries of discrim-
ination, as individuals who 
had previously been allowed 
to enter the country were de-
tained, including a number of 
immigrants at DFW Interna-
tional airport.

“I was at the airport during 
the first travel ban,” Rupani 
said. “There were plenty of 
people that were behind CBP 
(Customs and Border Protec-
tion) for 16 hours, which is 
absurd when you think about 
the fact that they either have 
visas or are green card hold-
ers.” 

Dual-citizen of the United 
States and Iran, Persia Ab-

Irving affected by national immigration orders

By Vaughn-zel Lloyd
Not even heavy rain on 

Friday, March 24 could stop 
the Great Days of Service’s 
over 150 volunteers working 
throughout the Irving com-
munity to help restore homes.

Great Days of Service is a 
two-week event that entails 
cleaning up and restoring 29 
homes. The event will con-
clude on April 2.

“The goal is to help these 
homeowners and make them 
feel better about themselves 
and improve their home,” 
Operations Coordinator Ed-
die Shaw said. “It’s really 
more than just the home. 
It’s about how they feel as 
an individual and how they 
feel better about themselves 
because their house is clean-
er and their neighbors won’t 
look down on them as much. 
It’s about that self-esteem. 
That’s the real goal and ben-
efit.

“More than helping some-
one is bringing faith organi-
zations and non-faith orga-

Great Days of Service lends helping hand

danan, joined a large demon-
stration in downtown Dallas 
immediately following the 
announcement of the ban. 
She marched, because she 
was afraid family members 
would not be allowed back 
into the United States after 
visiting Iran.

“We heard stories about 
people being dual citizens and 
being detained,” Abdanan, a 
Muslim, said. “Even though 
[my father] is a U.S citizen, 

nizations and participants 
together, because it’s people 
helping people. There may be 
differences in core philoso-
phies and outskirts of philos-
ophies and beliefs, but those 
differences tend to be min-

ute.”
Great Days of Service has 

been around since 2002 help-
ing those in the community in 
need once a year, around the 
Easter Holidays.  

“We find out about the 

homeowners through neigh-
bors, the churches that are 
involved, their members, 
relatives and the city code 
enforcement,” Chairman of 
Great Days of Service Andi 
Schellenberg said. “Differ-
ent churches have been the 
host. This year’s host is Plym-
outh Park United Method-
ist. Some of the same people 
such as myself have been in-
volved from the very begin-
ning. We get to meet different 
home owners and volunteers 
that we wouldn’t know if we 
weren’t involved with this 
project. We work in different 
areas of the city. This year 

As we head toward the city 
of Irving's mayoral and city 
council elections on May 6, 
Rambler Newspapers is ded-
icated to providing non-parti-
san coverage.

This week, we are providing 
bios on each of the candidates 
for mayor as well as city coun-
cil. We asked each candidate 
to provide us with up to 250 
words on who they are and 

why they would like to serve 
their community. Dennis 
Webb does not have a bio run 
as he is running unopposed. 
As of our press deadline, J.C. 
Gonzalez had not presented a 
bio for publication.

Next week, we will go in-
depth with each candidate 
through a series of questions 
and answers.

“We had a lot of work, 
planning, and organizing 
for this cleanup,” Rick Hose, 
Keep Irving Beautiful coor-
dinator, said. “It’s a project 
that we’ve been doing for 
several years now. All mem-
bers of the community have 
been invited to come out and 
participate. We have various 

faith groups here, folks from 
Verizon, several Girl Scout 
Troops, and the Young Men’s 
Service League. It’s a good 
cross-section of our commu-
nity that has come out today.

“I think it really shows the 
Irving spirit, that volunteer 

Charlotte’s Web 
snares South 
Irving Library

cause of her costume, put the 
event together with the help 
of Hipp.

“Well this month, actual-
ly March 1, was the first day 
of National Pig Month,” Cox 
said. “I happen to like pigs 
and pig lovers. We have our 
little friend Hamlet. He’s an 
adorable 10-week old pig. I 
knew our library did differ-
ent programs once a month 
and I just asked if we could do 
something centered around 
pigs.”

Cox also shared that she 
was most surprised by the 
turnout that started with the 
story walk. 

“We had our story walk at 
Centennial Park,” Cox said. 
“You walk one way and read 
a story, and on the way back, 
you read another story. The 
kids like to interact with the 
story. Some women were nin-
ja-pigs, and they were show-
ing the story time person 

See IMMIGRATION
Page 5

See GREAT DAYS OF SERVICE
Page 6

See TRASH OFF
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A group of volunteers do outdoor yardwork as part of Great Days of Service, a two-week event that cleans up and restores 29 
homes through Irving. / Photo contributed
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spirit we have,” he said. “This is just 
the volunteers in our organization. 
There are all sorts of projects and 
events going on throughout the city 
that demonstrate the Irving vol-
unteer spirit. It’s nice, I love seeing 
them come out.”

Hose also mentioned Keep Irving 
Beautiful’s continued efforts to keep 
the Trinity River clean. 

“One of our passions is the M-fork 
of the Trinity River,” Hose said. “Our 
goal is to stop litter from reaching 
that river, because once it reaches 
that river it can go all the way to the 
Gulf of Mexico. A lot people don’t 
realize that the M-fork of the Trini-
ty River provides water for about 9 
million Texans. It’s a vital, import-
ant waterway.

“People don’t realize how trash 
can affect our waterways. If that bag 
of trash gets into the waterways, it 
affects our aquatic life, the fish, the 
snakes, all the things that depend 
upon the waterway. Then, even on 
the ground level, if the bag doesn’t 
reach the water, you have the wildlife 
out in the park that suffer. You have 
squirrels, birds, all types of wildlife. 
My hopes are people wouldn’t litter 
anymore, and maybe come out and 
join us to help pick up the litter from 
other people. It’s a small fraction of 
us that’s picking up for the rest of 
us,” he said.

A number of volunteers made this 
year’s event successful. 

“We had over 300 volunteers pre-
register,” Hose said. “At last count, 
we’re in the 250 to 300 range. That’s 
a great turnout for this event. Our 
event in September attracted 620 
something people last year. It’s real-
ly a good showing of how our com-
munity comes out and participates, 
people coming out to spend four or 
five hours helping their community.

“We want everyone to know today 
how much Keep Irving Beautiful 
and the City of Irving appreciates 
everyone coming out. We love it 
when people from other communi-
ties come and join us here in Irving,” 
he said. 

Volunteers Raymond and Barba-
ra Vick believe that even before get-
ting involved in cleanup initiatives, 
everyone needs to be doing their 
part daily and avoid littering. 

“If you eat something or drink 
something, keep it in your car until 
you get home so you can trash it,” 
Barbara said.

“It was a volunteer opportunity 
that our church group put in front of 
us, and we thought we would head 
over and give a hand,” Raymond 
said. “In a public park, especially 
around the river line, there’s going 
to be trash. Whatever we can do to 
help out and keep it looking nice, 
we’re happy to do.

“Don’t wait for the opportunity to 
just knock on your door,” he said. 
“The opportunities are there. If you 
want to get involved, there are ways 
to do it. Don’t wait for someone to 
knock on your door and ask for your 
help. If you want to do it, be proac-
tive about it.”

TRASH OFF
Continued from Page 1

Coffee with a Cop
April 22, 9 AM - 11 AM 
Come out for a free cup of coffee and meet 
your local police officers. It is a perfect time 
to discuss any nonemergency issues you 
might be experiencing at McDonald’s, 5220 
N. MacArthur Blvd, Irving, TX 75063.

Canal Fest
April 22, 2 to 8 p.m.
The event is returning to the Mandalay Canal 
in Las Colinas. Music is a big part of Canal 
Fest, and this year’s lineup includes Jenna 
McDaniel, Jonathan Fox Band, King David 
Band and Love & Happiness, performing a 
variety of music including Top 40, country, 
jazz and R&B. But the beats do not end there. 
The Musicians’ Corner, along the south side 
of the canal, will feature Zach Coffey, Joel 
Cross and Molly Ray Rockwell.

Concert Series 4 Kids
April 27, 10 am
The music of Mister G is just half the fun, 
the event has so much more going on. 
Before the show starts kids can check out 
the playground and participate in a craft 
activity. There will be a concession stand 
available; however, outside food and drinks 
are allowed. Covered seating is limited, at-
tendees are encouraged to bring lawn chairs 
or blankets. Admission and parking are free.

Minority Women/Business Vendor 
Workshop
April 27, 5:30 p.m.
Representatives from key City of Irving de-
partments including Capital Improvements, 
Building Services, and Parks and Recreation 
will discuss the various types of goods and 
services contracts they require and the 
bidding process. Attendees are encouraged 
to ask questions during the presentations.
Workshop registration is scheduled Irving 
City Hall, First Floor Council Conference 
Room, 825 W. Irving Blvd. MWBE admin-
istrators will begin presentations at 6 p.m.
The city encourages all interested to attend 
and to RSVP with Deborah McVean, MWBE 
program administrator, (972) 721-3753 or 
dmcvean@cityofirving.org.

Heritage Society 13th Annual Fish 
Fry
April 28, 5 - 7 p.m.
The Irving Heritage Society’s Annual Fish 
Fry will be held at Heritage Park, 2nd and 
Main Street. Past guests have put their 
“seal of approval” on this delicious meal and 
fun evening. The event will include a silent 
auction of cakes as well. Fish fry tickets are 
$12.50 in advance or $15 at the gate. Tickets 
for children 3-8 years are $5. Children 2 
years and under are free. Advance tickets 
are available at Big State Fountain and Grill 
at Main/Irving Blvd., the Mustang Museum 
at Williams Square, from Heritage Society 
board members, or by calling 972-252-3838. 
Visitors are always welcomed at Heritage 
Society events. See the website www.
irvingheritage.com for more information on 
this as well as other upcoming activities or 
call 972-252-3838.

Irving Concert Series 
April 28, 7 to 8:45 p.m.
The Irving Concert Series will highlight sev-
eral genres with a New Orleans influence 
including jazz, big brass, Cajun and more. 
Food vendors will serve up dishes with 
flavors straight from NOLA.
All shows and are held at the Whistlestop 
Plaza, 123 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, TX 75060. 
Admission and parking are free. Seating 
is not provided, visitors are encouraged to 
bring blankets and chairs. Outside food and 
beverages are allowed. Mardi Gras beads 
will also be passed out, while supplies last.
April 28, The Kickin’ Brass Band.
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Sunshine
Hi. I'm Sunshine, and I'm about 4 years old. My story is one of hope and survival, as I was 
found injured beside the road by a Good Samaritan. This person cared enough to pick me 
up, and get me to the shelter. The DFW Humane Society was able to pay for me to get 
the necessary surgery to repair my leg, and to provide a safe place for me to recover. I 
know some commands, and I love to run and play. I am unsure of small children and other 
dogs, and will do best in a quiet home. You could say that I'm a special girl that is looking 
for a special home. One with lots of love, soft beds, and grass to play in. Come see me.

Mattie
Hi my name is MATTIE!. I am a beautiful, unique 9year old, spayed 
female. I have the most beautiful Lynx color, but it is my eyes that 
will get your attention-beautiful sky blue. I miss being in a home, my 
other mom got ill and had to surrender me to this beautiful place. I 
know you must think I am old; BUT cats can live over 20 years, so I 
have many more years to shower you with love and attention. I am a 
snuggler and get along with other cats. I promise to show you lots of 
love when you come to visit.

CANDIDATE BIOS
Continued from Page 1

Kristi Weaver Pena was born 
in Irving. She attended school 
here, attended church here and 
raised her family here. Irving is 
Kristi’s permanent home where 
she has a huge network of fami-
ly and friends. After high school 
graduation, she traveled in the 
upper northwestern U.S. and in 
Brazil, serving as a missionary. 
These experiences shaped her 
adult life, adding to her solid 
Christian foundation and giving 
her an unquenchable thirst for 
serving. 

Kristi graduated from Nimitz 
High School, attended North 
Lake and Tarrant County Com-
munity Colleges and ATI. Single 
mom of two, Kristi graduated at 
the top of her Dental Assistant 
class .She was hired by her su-
pervising teacher to help set up 
a new dental practice where she 
became Team Leader and, over 
a ten year period, was instru-
mental in growing a very suc-
cessful dental practice. 

After meeting her husband 
and being blessed with a blend-
ed family of five children, Kristi 
became a full-time mom. It was 
then that she could devote more 
time to volunteering.  Some ex-
amples:

President Nimitz PTA
Treasurer Nimitz Booster 

Club
Chairman IISD District Im-

provement Committee
IISD Strategic Improvement 

Committee
IISD Campus Improvement 

Committee
Soccer coach
Cheerleader coach
Participated in many political 

campaigns, state and national, 
served on Steering Committee 
for City Council Elections

Stayed current on Irving is-
sues by attending and viewing 
City Council meetings

Kristi has character, integrity, 
a heart for service and an even 
bigger heart for Irving.  She is 
energetic, intelligent and knowl-
edgeable.  Kristi Pena will be an 
excellent mayor. 

Kristi Pena
Rick Stopfer, a 28-year res-

ident and public servant, is 
running for mayor because he 
wants to make a difference for 
the people and businesses in our 
great city.

He served on the Irving City 
Council for 14 years and has 
served with distinction on nu-
merous regional and nation-
al boards, such as TEX-21 (10 
years), DART (4 years) and the 
Airport Board, and this exten-
sive experience uniquely quali-
fies him. 

Rick understands the ins and 
outs of the city budgeting pro-
cess, debt structure and bond 
funding, and has an unmatched 
grasp of all city functions and 
departments. He has strong 
working relationships with 
peers not only across the North 
Texas region, but also at the 
state and federal levels, where 
he has advocated successfully to 
secure funding for Irving’s ma-
jor infrastructure projects. Rick 
is highly respected as a prob-
lem-solver and leader.

He also believes firmly in col-
laborating to identify issues and 
challenges and find effective, 
fiscally responsible solutions. 
Rick wants to capitalize on op-
portunities that will strengthen 
Irving’s economy through new 
jobs, capital investment and tax 
revenues, while improving qual-
ity of life. You will find him all 
over Irving, talking with small 
business owners, CEOs of ma-
jor corporations, neighborhood 
groups, or one-on-one with 
residents. He is gifted at listen-
ing and truly understanding 
the concerns of others whether 
talking public safety, taxes or 
code enforcement.

In a city this complex and di-
verse, experience does matter. 
Rick Stopfer is ready to serve 
you, the residents and business-
es of Irving, as your full-time, 
dedicated Mayor.

Rick Stopfer
Community Engagement/

Multi-cultural Expert, PR Pro-
fessional, Education/Special 
Needs Advocate & Motivational 
Speaker

When Elvia steps into a room, 
enthusiasm enters with her 
professional presence and your 
attention is quickly command-
ed.  Her determination is fueled 
with her passion and can be felt 
when she speaks.  She has a 
larger than life personality and 
definitely fits the phrase “Super 
Woman.” 

Before her relocation to Dal-
las, Espino served as Communi-
ty Engagement Director for the 
Harris County Sheriff’s office in 
Houston, the largest in Texas. 
Espino was successful in execut-
ing the most innovative commu-
nity and marketing campaigns 
that dramatically improved 
community relations between 
the 4 million residents that call 
Harris County home.  

For more than ten years, El-
via Espino has served in the 
communications-related fields 
of media relations and commu-
nity engagement.  Throughout 
her career, Espino has leant her 
voice to several organizations 
and causes. 

A firm believer in giving back 
to her community, Espino is in-
volved in organizations near to 
her heart and often lends her 
voice to speak for those who 
cannot and is an advocate for 
educational empowerment for 
first generation college students, 
equitable education, special ed-
ucation issues and combating 
the school to prison pipeline, 
leadership and accountability, 
just to name a few. A mother, 
and wife she hopes to bridge all 
communities within Irving to 
have equitable representation at 
city hall. 

Espino holds a BA in Commu-
nications, M.Ed. in Education, 
and is completing her doctor-
ate degree in Organizational 
Change and Leadership, a topic 
dear to her life’s work.  

Elvia Espino, M. ED.

Mayoral Candidates

J.C. Gonzalez
No response.

See CANDIDATE BIOS
Page 8

their karate moves, which was really 
kind of cute. 

“I think everybody’s having a lot 
of fun. I know I am. I had a lot of lit-
tle girls who had their picture taken 
with me, which was cute,” she said.

Terry Rodgs attended the event 
with his kids and grandkids.

“My daughter is a big fan of the 
library,” Rodgs said. “My daughter 
is 20 years old. She is special needs 
and mentally challenged but she 
reads on the level of a first grader. 
She was real excited when she found 
out that they would have a live pig 
and all the other stuff. She wanted 
to get her nieces and nephews, my 
sons’ three children, and make sure 
that they would come, so it’s kind of 
her opportunity to be the cool one.” 

Rodgs enjoys library programs 
centered on books that both he and 
his children and grandchildren have 
read because it helps bridge the gap 
between generations and gives them 
something they can all talk about. 

“I liked the fact that it’s based on a 
book and the theme they have cho-
sen,” Rodgs said. “It’s a good book. I 
don’t know how old that book is but 
I know I’m not as young as I used to 
be. I know it’s been around a while. 
I’ve read books like that and I try to 
steer my kids to books that I have 
read.” 

CHARLOTTE'S WEB
Continued from Page 1

I am a longtime Irving resi-
dent elected to the City Council 
in 2014 and currently serving 
my first term.  Married to Kaye 
Ward, we have two sons and 
four grandchildren.  I am retired 
from the Construction Materials 
Industry as an Engineer/Gener-
al Manager.  My education in-
cludes a BS degree in Industrial 
Engineering from the Universi-
ty of Houston and an MBA (Fi-

Oscar Ward
My name is Abdelmoniem El-

hassan, it appears on the ballot 
as Abdel Elhassan. I have been 
a resident of Irving for 22 years. 
I am a husband, father, busi-
nessman and former district 
administrator back in my home 
country of Sudan. I served in 
this position for 11 years in local 
government with similar duties 
as a mayor here in the Unit-
ed States. At the university of 

Abdel Elhassan

City Council
Place 5

See CANDIDATE BIOS
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The local American Honda Fi-
nance Corp. office presented the 
Advanced Placement (AP) environ-
mental science program at MacAr-
thur High School with a grant. 
Through the corporation’s EcoClub, 
which mentors at MacArthur, stu-
dents are learning about hydropon-
ic growing systems and will have a 

MacArthur AP 
science program 
receives grant

system in the environmental sci-
ence classroom. Seeds have been 
planted, and students expect to see 
sprouts growing for multiple types 
of vegetables in the next few weeks 
with sprouts growing for multiple 
types of vegetables.

SOURCE Irving ISD
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American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Evening Lions Club

1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm
Community Bible Church

2301 Texas Drive
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Hallelujah Pool Players

Every Wed. @ Noon
Heritage Senior Center

200 S Jefferson St., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month 
7:30 to 9 PM

Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
 Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Second Tuesday each month @ 7:30 P.M.

132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm 
IHOP on Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Chateau on Wildbriar Lake

1515 Hard Rock Road
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS

1. THEATER: What was the name 
of the Wicked Witch of the West in 
the play “Wicked”?
2. ANATOMY: Where in the human 
body is the scapula located?
3. GEOGRAPHY: How many U.S. 

states border Wyoming?
4. LANGUAGE: What is a solidus?
5. FOOD & DRINK: Mr. Pibb was created to compete with 
what similar-tasting soft drink?
6. ENTERTAINMENT: What are the stage names of the 
Marx brothers?
7. ART: Chartreuse is a combination of which two colors?
8. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What is the ornamental 
shaping of plants called?
9. HISTORY: What is the oldest college at Cambridge 
University?
10. U.S. CITIES: What U.S. city once was a Spanish 
settlement called Yerba Buena?

Answers
1. Elphaba
2. Shoulder
3. Six (Montana, South Dakota, 
Nebraska, Colorado, Utah and Idaho)
4. A forward slash or stroke
5. Dr. Pepper
6. Chico, Harpo, Groucho, Gummo 
and Zeppo
7. Green and yellow
8. Topiary
9. Peterhouse
10. San Francisco

* It was beloved poet William Wordsworth, best know 
for helping to launch the Romantic age in English 
literature, who made the following sage observation: 
“The best portion of a good man’s life is his little, 
nameless, unremembered acts of kindness and of 
love.”

* The world’s largest bird, the ostrich, may not be able 
to fly, but that doesn’t mean its wings are useless. As 
the fastest bird on land, the ostrich uses its wings for 
balance while slowing down and making turns as it 
runs at speeds of up to 45 mph. 

* In 1994, a man named Robert Puelo started cursing 
and shouting at employees in a convenience store. 
When the employees (understandably) threatened to 
call the police, the man stole a hot dog and ran out. 

The police were called, and upon arrival, they discovered Puelo outside the 
store, unconscious and turning purple. Paramedics were called, but by the 
time they arrived, it was too late; the man had choked to death on his stolen 
sausage.

* Some gourmets claim that the most delicious meat they’ve ever eaten is 
roast monkey. 

* Those who study such things say that when a man and a woman who 
have been romantically involved break up, the pair are more likely to remain 
friends if it’s the woman who initiated the split. 

* You might be surprised to learn that light doesn’t always travel at the speed 
of light. In fact, light has been recorded traveling as slow as 38 mph. 

* The word “widow” comes to modern English via the Old English word 
“widewe,” which in turn comes from a Sanskrit term meaning “empty.”
***
Thought for the Day: “The great thing about getting older is that you don’t 
lose all the other ages you’ve been.” -- Madeleine L’Engle
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LEGALS

EVENT HALL RENTALS
IRVING ELKS LODGE #2334

2015 N. BRITAIN RD., IRVING, TX 75061
PLEASE CALL (972) 579-0005
FOR MORE INFORMATION.

SEATING FOR UP TO 230 PEOPLE, FULL SERVICE BAR.

By Matthew Pedersen
In response to developing nation-

al immigration reforms, North Lake 
College held a Spanish language 
panel on Thursday, March 9 to help 
educate residents on recent policy 
changes.

Esther Canales, translator of 
the college’s District Outreach de-
partment who helped organize the 
event, spoke on the importance of 
hosting an immigration panel.

“There’s obviously a need for in-
formation,” Canales said. “We’ve 
been getting phone calls from stu-
dents and community members 
about immigration, especially be-
cause some of our students want 
answers, they want to feel safe and 
protected. That’s why we put this to-
gether and we’re trying to do one of 
these at each of our campuses.”

Abraham Trujillo, a student at 
North Lake College, attended the 
panel after starting to feel doubts 
about his own status.

“I wanted to see what exactly 
they were going to say about im-
migration,” Trujillo said. “Every-
thing that’s going on in the country 
right now, some people might have 
doubts. I was one of those people, 
having doubts about my status here. 
I’m a student, and I was wonder-
ing how all this would be affecting 
me. How would I know that I could 
be safe? That’s what brought me 
down.”

Henry Olabode, another student 
at the college, talked about the fear 
that many within the community 
are currently experiencing.

“I’m an actual legal resident here, 
I was born here,” Olabode said. “My 
parents are from Nigeria, they’re 
also citizens. But, at the same time, 
I feel for those who are in this posi-
tion. Now, with this person as pres-
ident, it’s very challenging for a lot 
of people. Everyone is just on their 
toes, in a sense, on what could hap-
pen to them.”

Olabode views education and soli-
darity as the key to remaining strong 
within a diverse city.

“I was very fortunate, for me and 
my brother, to be born here. Other 
people in the DFW Area, I know 
that this metroplex is very diverse,” 
he said. All colors, creeds, national-
ities, and things like that. We can’t 
give up, we have to keep up the 

North Lake immigration panel educates, reassures community
good fight against the powers that 
be, because if one person is feeling 
as though they are oppressed, then 
we need to change that. We need to 
be able to fight back with common 
sense and education.”

Immigration Attorney and panel-
ist Jiroko Lopez stressed that edu-
cating people is exactly why she de-
cided to get involved with the event.

“I think, as cheesy as it sounds, 
that knowledge is power,” Lopez 
said. “A lot of people don’t realize 
that they have certain rights, so 
whether you’re a resident, a citizen, 
or undocumented, the constitution 
guarantees certain rights. People 
should know about those rights and 
use them.”

There’s been some executive or-
ders, and there’s been some mem-
orandums issued, and there’s just 
been a lot of confusion and fear,” she 
said. “There’s a lot of fears that there 
have been raids all over Dallas, and 
that’s just not true. There has been 
what is called the ‘warrant round 
up,’ which every county does all the 
time. Dallas County wants people to 
pay their traffic tickets, so they go 
after people at their home, or wher-
ever it is, and arrest them, because 
they haven’t paid their tickets and 
they have a warrant for their arrest.”

Lopez also shared her advice to 
residents who may need to travel 
outside the country during these un-
certain times.

“A lot of people who are resi-
dents are afraid that they’re going 
to be forced to sign what is called 
an I-407,” she said. “The I-407 is re-
linquishing your residence, so only 
a judge can take away residence, or 
you can take your own residence 
away. During the Travel Ban, people 
at the airport at DFW, for example, 
were being forced to sign the I-407. 
People need to understand that you 
don’t need to sign that, and you 
will not be detained for not signing 
it. If, for example, they do have an 
issue with your residence, you will 
be issued at your home a notice to 
appear, which is placing you into de-
portation proceedings.”

While dismissing the idea of large 
scale raids across Dallas, Lopez did 
say that ICE officers have been ac-
tive within Texas.

“These raids haven’t been hap-
pening,” Lopez said. “What’s hap-
pening right now, and things can 
always change, what we’ve seen lo-
cally is ICE officers going after peo-
ple who already have deportation 
orders, which are arrest warrants, or 
people with heavy criminal history. 
That is happening, and it has hap-
pened under the Obama Adminis-
tration as well.”

Jon Timpf, Captain of the Com-
munity Services Division of the Ir-
ving Police Department and a pan-
elist alongside Lopez, helped dispel 
rumors involving local law enforce-
ment.

“Frequently, news about the po-
lice department is spread through 
social media and word of mouth, 
and, often times, it’s not right, it’s 
erroneous,” Timpf said. “I’m always 
willing to come out on days when we 
have these situations, where I can 
come out and I can give the truth 
about what the city’s policies are, 
what the police department’s poli-
cies are, and what we’re doing.”

Captain Timpf emphasized that 
action is not taken based on some-
one’s legal status within the country.

“The misconception is, as far as 
the Police Department is concerned, 
that we function as an arm of federal 

immigration, which is not true,” he 
said. “We only do what most other 
cities do. When someone gets to the 
jail, we submit their fingerprints, 
and sometimes a federal agency, or 
any agency, is interested in that per-
son.”

The law enforcement official also 
shared his advice on how to avoid 

coming into conflict with the police 
if you are worried about your own 
legal status.

“I would give them the same ad-
vice I gave when the event was going 
on,” Captain Timpf said. “As far as 
the Irving Police Department is con-
cerned, if you just don’t do anything 
that will get you to the jail, you have 

nothing to worry about. As for peo-
ple’s status, that’s not really for the 
Police Department to determine, 
that’s what the lawyers and feder-
al agencies are for. As far as we’re 
concerned, we’re not interested in 
whether or not someone is legal or 
illegal, we are more interested in 
making our community safe.”

IMMIGRATION
Continued from Page 1

he’s still a citizen of Iran. It’s on his 
passport that he was born in Iran, so 
we were worried about that. Green 
card holders, even though they are 
legally here, can’t travel out of the 
country and come back during the 
middle of the weekend. My aunts, 
uncles and cousins are very afraid to 
leave the country at all.

“My grandpa in December got re-
ally sick, and my dad had to make an 
emergency trip to Iran,” she said. “If 
this would have happened in Jan-
uary, then what? If he, God forbid, 
passes away soon, we won’t be able 
to go to his funeral.”

Local resident Mary Anne also 
attended the march to show her 
solidarity with detainees. Anne be-
lieves that a united presence aimed 
at elected officials is important to 
making a difference. 

“The goal is to have our elected 
officials see what the people want,” 
Anne said. “Our elected represen-
tatives work for us, so they need 
to follow our lead. We’re sending a 
message saying that we’re not going 
to turn our backs on our refugees. 
We’re not going to allow the law to 
be broken, and that’s why all these 
wonderful lawyers and judges are so 
important.”

Rupani echoed Anne’s belief in 
communicating with local govern-
ment officials.

“I can’t say enough that people 
calling their representatives actually 
changes peoples’ minds in Congress 
and in the State,” Rupani said. “Pro-
testing and volunteering are your 
other two things.

“Going to the White House web-
site and actually reading the orders 
is important.”

Since the initial march in down-
town Dallas, a number of large 
marches in the metroplex have tak-
en place including the “Dallas Mega 
March” on April 9, which attracted 
thousands and began at the Dallas 
Catholic Cathedral. 

“An event like this is really to ed-
ucate us even more,” Anne said. “I 
think it will make people even more 
willing to speak out, organize, and 
volunteer in other ways to potential-
ly to help the cause of these people 
and make the Muslim people feel 
welcome and not so scared.”

Officer James McLellan of the 
Irving Police Department empha-
sizes that officers do not stop and 
question individuals over their im-
migration status. Questioning, he 
says, is typically done pertaining to 
state criminal laws. Part of the nor-
mal booking process for the Irving 
Police Department for arrested per-
sons involves taking fingerprints. 
Those prints are submitted to the 
Texas Department of Public Safety, 
which maintains Texas criminal his-
tory information. 

As part of the Secure Commu-
nities Act, those fingerprints are 
submitted to ICE, and in reviewing 
data, ICE may contact the Irving 
police department and request a de-
tainer to be placed on an inmate.

Officer McLellan offers advice for 
what types of documentation his 
department requires individuals to 
carry.

“If people are driving a vehicle 
they are required by state law to 
have a drivers’ license in their pos-
session,” Officer McLellan said. 
“If they’re not driving, they’re not 
required to carry identification, al-
though it’s a good idea in the event 
something happened to them. Peo-
ple should not worry about not car-
rying identification unless they are 
in a driving situation.”

A redrafted executive order re-
leased on March 6 included a num-
ber of changes, including removing 
Iraq from the list of travel banned 
countries, removing the exemp-

Public Hearing Notice

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF IRVING TO CONSIDER THE 
REQUEST OF THE IRVING INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR AMENDMENT TO THE PROJECT 
PLAN AND FINANCING PLAN OF TAX INCREMENT REINVESTMENT ZONE NUMBER ONE, CITY OF 
IRVING, TEXAS 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the City Council of City of Irving, Texas (the “City”), pursuant to Chapter 
311 Texas Tax Code, as amended, (the “Act”), will hold a public hearing at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, May 4, 
2017, at City Hall, 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas 75060, for the purpose of considering amendment to the 
Project Plan and Financing Plan of Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone Number One.

Irving Independent School District (the “District”) requests that the Project and Financing Plan be amended 
by the City related to the description and location of District’s Zone School Projects and the estimated project 
costs in compliance with Texas Tax Code Section 311.011.

All persons are invited to attend the hearing and speak for or against the amendment of the Tax Increment 
Reinvestment Zone Number One Project Plan and Financing Plan. The copy of the request is on file and open 
for public inspection in the office of the City Secretary at the address stated above. Questions or requests for 
additional information may be directed to Brad Duff, Treasury Manager, 972-721-2729.

Tuesday evening, April 18, at ap-
proximately 6:24 p.m., Coppell po-
lice officers were dispatched to the 
Coppell High School in reference to 
a robbery in progress. 

Upon arrival, officers discov-
ered that a juvenile was robbed at 
gunpoint from an unknown sus-
pect. The juvenile victim stated the 
suspect pulled up in a newer silver 
Nissan Sentra and asked him a few 
questions before brandishing and 
pointing some type of handgun. The 
suspect demanded the victim’s cell 
phone and wallet. The victim com-
plied, and the suspect then drove 
away. 

Police investigate 
aggravated robbery 
on school grounds

The suspect is described as a his-
panic/latin male with a goatee. The 
suspect was wearing a dark colored 
shirt, possibly a Nike brand with 
some type of writing. 

Due to the ongoing investigation, 
the Police Department has asked 
that no further details be released 
at this time, but the Coppell School 
District will update parents, as fur-
ther details develop. As a precau-
tion, the Police Department has co-
ordinated with CISD for extra police 
presence at the high school for this 
week.

SOURCE Coppell Police Department

tion for religious minorities in the 
banned countries listed, and applies 
language that says the order does 
not apply to green-card holders or 
anyone with a valid visa inside the 
U.S. The redrafted order also in-
cludes a case-by-case waiver process 
that was not available to refugees 
from one of the seven initial coun-
tries.

With the redrafted order as one 
example, Rupani believes the pro-
tests and calls to elected officials are 
not going unheard, especially here 
in Irving.

“People have seen this big move-
ment with the indivisible project 
and seeing members who are a part 
of this indivisible group,” Rupani 
said. “I think this has made a differ-
ence. It hasn’t gone unheard. It has 
given rise to people in different par-
ties on how they should treat their 
constituents and how they should 
be responding to their constituents.”
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GREAT DAYS OF SERVICE
Continued from Page 1

Three Nimitz High School teams are headed to the National SeaPerch competition, after making a splash at regional contest April 1. The “Sea Sparrow,” 
“Mjolnir” and “Ragnarok” teams will head to Atlanta at the end of May.  / Photo contributed

UNITY CHURCH
Unity of Irving

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class

11:00 AM Service
& Children’s Church

Reverend Frank Pounders
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-5083

unitychurchofirving.com

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third,  75060

972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Chapel
Second and fourth Sundays

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

First Church of Christ, Scientist
2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 75061

972-253-7202
www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-0476

access code 884879
For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.
972-790-8606 

www.BeltLineChurch.com

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W. Airport Freeway Irving Tx
972-255-4185

www.ppumc.org

UNITED METHODIST

WORSHIP

(972) 870-1992 
laurier@ramblernewspapers.netOBITUARIES

DEATH NOTICES

Sherry Burns was born May 
17, 1941 in Tulsa, Oklahoma and 
passed away at home surrounded 
by family on April 12, 2017 in Ir-
ving, TX. Graduating from Tulsa 
University with a degree in History 
and Elementary Education, she was 
a proud member of the Kappa Al-
pha Theta sorority. As the wife of a 
military fighter pilot, Sherry started 
her family on base in Hawaii, later 
moved to California, and then set-
tled in Irving where she lived for 
almost 50 years. After her children 
were grown, she began a career as 
an executive assistant at Sunbelt 
Motivation and Travel where she 
happily stayed until retirement. 
Sherry loved traveling the world 
with her husband of 49 years, Lee 
Burns. From the back of his Har-
ley, she ventured across the country 
and made many lasting friendships. 
Sherry is survived and truly missed 
by her son Shaun and his children, 
Caleigh and Alec, and also by her 

daughter Shelby and her children 
Jack, Calvin and Sam. Sherry was 
committed to family and loved the 
home she spent decades creating. 
She would want to be remembered 
as a doting grandmother, a loving 
mother and a joyfully devoted wife. 
Memorial services are pending.

SHERRY BURNS

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

Sissy Allen - Apr. 12, 1931 – Apr. 13, 2017
O.L. “Butch” Murden – Sept. 1, 1943 – April 14, 2017
Everett Jenkins – Sept. 30, 1934 – April 14, 2017
Theda Jack Norman – Oct. 9, 1932 – April 15, 2017

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

Annette “Bambi” Rhoades Burkhart – Nov. 4, 1960 – April 12, 2017
Joe Oneal - Aug. 16, 1928 – April 14, 2017

and in the past year, the zip code 
75060 had the most homes that we 
served and repaired.” 

The service program receives con-
tributions from over 30 businesses 
with additional businesses provid-
ing discounts on supplies.

“A lot of the projects include the 
houses being painted and also some 

work being done inside,” Schellen-
berg said. “Some work will be done 
inside; however, a majority of the 
work will be done outside. 

“Something new this year is that 
we provide smoke detectors and in-
stall them for the home owners. We 
give them information about fires 
and how to escape and what you do 

Three Nimitz High School teams 
are headed to the National SeaPerch 
competition, after making a splash at 
the regional contest on April 1. 

The “Sea Sparrow,” “Mjolnir” and 
“Ragnarok” teams will head to At-
lanta at the end of May. Additionally, 
the “Sea Sparrow” team (Tan Hoang, 
Pedro Gonzalez, Fabian Lopez and 
Andres Esparza) captured the 1st 
place overall title. This is the second 

Nimitz sails to underwater 
robotics competition

consecutive year for a Nimitz team to 
win that title. Members of the “Mjol-
nir” team are Stacy Ortega, Richard 
Mau, Kevin Badillo and Jordan Ordu-
no. “Ragnarok” team members are 
Damian Espinoza, Jesus Garza, Alber-
to Torres and Josue Fiallos.  

SeaPerch is a national underwa-
ter robotics competition sponsored 
by the U.S. Navy to promote science, 
technology, engineering and math 

(STEM) programs. The competition is 
comprised of two underwater events, 
as well as an engineering notebook/
presentation event. Students are re-
quired to build a custom Remotely 
Operated Vehicle (ROV) capable of 
completing a series of challenges, as 
well as maneuvering through an ob-
stacle course.  

SOURCE Irving ISD

By Kathleen Phillips
College students at Texas A&M 

University may tack on a new, offi-
cial certification to their degrees – 
winemaking.

The Enology Certificate program 
will begin in the fall and offer 15 
hours of concentrated study in vi-
ticulture, pre- and post-fermenta-
tion winemaking processes, wine 
etiquette and sensory evaluation, 
according to Dr. Andreea Botezatu, 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Ser-
vice enologist in College Station.

“The wine industry is growing ex-
ponentially in Texas,” said Botezatu, 
who will be teaching the enology 
course for the certificate. “With 400 
wineries now and an increasing 
number of new starts, the state’s in-
dustry faces specific challenges such 
as the climate and the geographical 
particularities of the state.”

She should know about the chal-
lenges. A native of Romania, Boteza-
tu began her career as a winemaker 
in August 2000 producing wine first 
in Iasi and Barlad, Romania and 
then in Grimsby and Jordan, Ontar-
io, Canada.

After facing the arduous challenge 
of hand-sorting 50 tons of lady-
bug-infested grapes in the Ontario 
winery where she worked, Botezatu 
decided to obtain a graduate de-
gree that allowed her to focus her 

College degree with winemaking 
certificate new option at Texas A&M

research on the ladybug taint prob-
lem and others facing the industry 
worldwide. The multicolored Asian 
ladybugs’ attraction to wine can lead 
to tainting of the product, Botezatu 
said. Even a few bugs can ruin entire 
batches.

To her bachelor’s and master’s 
degree from the University of Ag-
riculture and Veterinary Medicine 
in Iasi, Romania, Botezatu added 
a doctorate in wine science from 
Brock University in St. Catharines, 
Ontario in 2014.

In early 2017, she joined the facul-
ty of the department of horticultural 
sciences at Texas A&M as assistant 
professor in addition to her role with 
AgriLife Extension.

“My goal is to serve the winemak-
ing industry through applied re-
search as well as through developing 
educational opportunities for cur-
rent and prospective winemakers,” 
Botezatu said. “The new Enology 
Certificate program is an exciting 
additional opportunity for training 
future wine specialists.”

She hopes students who share her 
passion for winemaking – and are 
up to facing the challenges – will opt 
for the certificate. It will be offered 
through the horticultural sciences 
department at Texas A&M, but it is 
open to students of any major.

Among the classes are “Under-

standing Wine: From Vines to 
Wines and Beyond,” “Concepts of 
Wine Production,” “Enology (from 
small- to middle-scale commer-
cial),” “Viticulture and Small Fruit 
Culture” and “Fruit and Nut Pro-
duction.” Students will also take 
“Elements of Organic and Biological 
Chemistry” and “Sensory Evalua-
tion of Foods.”

in case of a tornado.
“We are a faith-based organiza-

tion. We believe that by helping peo-
ple in need, we’re serving God and 
bringing hope, care, and blessing 
to the homeowners because we are 
called to ‘love thy neighbor as thy-
self,’” he said.

Volunteers cut wood as part of the Great Days of Service. A majority of work was done outside and included mending and painting .  / Photo contributed
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-Custom wreathes
-Huge figure selection

-EASTER
-Spring Florals
Wedding Decor

Stop in to browse 
dozens of themes and 

colors for 
your home!

HW
844-835-6725

2819 W 15th St, Plano, TX 75075
www.holidaywarehouse.com

The 13th annual Irving Heritage 
Society Fish Fry is taking place next 
Friday, April 28 at Irving Heritage 
Park (2nd and Main Street) from 
5:00 to 7:00pm.

In addition to the famous fish fry, 
the event will also include a silent 
auction of cakes.

Tickets for adults are $15 at the 
gate or $12.50 in advance. Children 
three to eight are $5 and under two 
years old are free.

Advance tickets are now avail-
able at Big State Fountain and Grill 
at Main/Irving Blvd., the Mustang 
Museum at Williams Square, di-
rectly from Heritage Society board 
members, or by calling (972) 252-
3838.

HERITAGE 
SOCIETY 

PREPARE FOR 
FISH FRY, CAKE 

AUCTION 

Editor:

I live quite near my US Congress-
man’s office and over the years have 
stopped by many times with various 
concerns. 

My Congressman’s staff has 
always been courteous and I’ve 
counted myself lucky that it’s so 
convenient to stop by. Something 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
changed after the new year. I usually 
find the door to my Congressman’s 
door locked and no response when 
knocking. Several weeks ago I did 
get to speak to a staffer and was told 
to email to make an appointment as 
they are often out of the office. I’ve 
tried emailing twice but never re-
ceived a response. I’ve called the DC 
office and they offer no explanation; 

Irving ISD teamed up with Parents Step Ahead to host a day-long event for several school communities. 
Families of MacArthur High School, Brandenburg and Farine elementary schools came together to com-

plete campus beautification projects for a chance to win $2,000 from Nissan. MacArthur student groups 
created canvas paintings to hang in stairwells, while Farine families worked on landscaping and painting 
wooden spools for their courtyard. 

In the end, Brandenburg walked away with the win for their mural, garden and revamped courtyard. Nis-
san also recognized winners for its student art contest, which were Brandenburg’s Jaymien Johnson, Farine’s 
Elizabeth Hillman, and MacArthur’s Alexis Lopez. 

SOURCE Irving ISD

Campus beautification challenge

they just say someone should be 
there. 

I’m not sure what to make of this 
change. How can I feel I have a rep-
resentative when it’s next to impos-
sible to interact with my representa-
tive’s local staff?  As disappointing 
as this is – I will continue to knock 
and slip a letter of concern under the 
door. Maybe one day soon my Con-
gressman’s door will be opened for 
me once again.

Marsha Fishman
Coppell 
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nance) from the University of 
Texas/Arlington.

 My history is one of ac-
tively participating in govern-
ment, community, and civic 
organizations.  I served as 
Chairman of the Charter Re-
view Committee, Chairman 
of the Building and Stan-
dards Commission and Pres-
ident of my neighborhood 
association.  I am a member 
of the Irving Sunrise Rota-
ry Club, AMBUCS, Irving 
Heritage Society, Greater Ir-
ving-Las Colinas Chamber of 
Commerce, Irving Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Circle of Prayer.

 When I was elected to 
the council, I was appoint-
ed to serve as Chairman of 
the Audit and Finance Com-
mittee and also serve on the 
Transportation and Natural 
Resources Committee.  I am 
the council liaison to the Arts 
Board and the council repre-
sentative to the Irving Flood 
Control District, Section 1, 
Dallas Central Utility Recla-
mation District (DCURD), 
Dallas Regional Mobility Co-
alition, Regional Transporta-
tion Council and the Urban 
Center Task Force.

 As your elected represen-
tative, I am always mindful of 
the fact that we are spending 
your money to provide nec-
essary services and will work 
to identify needless spending.  
Funding for major projects 
will focus on protecting our 
AAA Bond rating.

Khartoum I received my degree for 
economics, and since living in Ir-
ving I have been involved in certain 
non-profit organizations to further 
help my city. 

I am running in this upcoming 
election because I feel a need to 
serve my community and now have 
time to devote to my beloved city of 
22 years. 

The demographic here in Irving 
has changed drastically, now home 
to one of the most diverse areas in 
the country. With cultural, racial, 
and religious differences there can 
be challenges to the city especially 
in schools and daily life. My motto 
has been  promote unity amongst 
the diversity, and to reach out to 
our citizens and qualified individ-
uals, giving them presence in city 
government and the opportunity 
to contribute to find a common 
ground.

In the last 15 years the rate of 
progress has been dormant, growth 
has been slow and people are leav-
ing Irving in bunches. My goal is to 
accelerate economic development 
projects starting with the ideal land 
we have at the former Texas sta-
dium site and other undeveloped 
land to make the city an attraction 
again for citizens and investors. We 
must have an ambitious budget 
to innovate a new way of revenue 
for the city reducing the burden of 
property and corporate taxes.

In conclusion, I am running to 
serve this city and to share in the 
decision making process to ensure 
the quality of life for the citizens 
collectively, and make Irving a city 
of choice and prosperity for years 
to come and more. Thank you.

Oscar Ward
(cont.)

Abdel Elhassan
(cont.)

CANDIDATE BIOS
Continued from Page 3

City Council
Place 5

Don't forget to check out next week's question and 
answer session with each of the candidates!


