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"It's not about joining 
the military. It's about 
taking young kids and 

teaching them the good 
values that they should 

have in their lives.”

Mark Murrell
College Park High School Principal

See JROTC
Page 2

By Joe Snell
The annual Canal Fest stole 

a page from every roman-
tic Hollywood blockbuster: 
gondola rides down a canal, 
banks filled by cultural dance 
troupes and live music, and 
as a final touch, food vendors 
from across the world lined 
the cobbled streets.

“Irving is one of the most 
diverse cities in the country,” 
said Jasmine Lee, the City of 
Irving's Special Events Coor-
dinator. “We really want to 
capitalize on that. We have 
this unique venue, and then 
we take this event that has 
cultural foods, cultural dance 
groups, different types of art 
displays, and it really lets us 
show off how diverse we are 
and bring everybody together 
in a way that's fun.”

The annual festival, which 
took place on Saturday, April 
22, was held at the Mandalay 
Canal Walk in Las Colinas.

Originally a fundraising By Shaniqua Brown
The 10th Annual Celebrat-

ing Irving: The City and The 
Man kicked off with a geo-
caching event that began at 
the National Scouting Muse-
um on Monday, April 3. 

Members of Boy Scout 
Troop 773 
were on 
hand to help 
participants 
who were 
not familiar 
with geo-
caching and 
the modern 
technology 
it requires. 
The first 
100 attend-
ees received 
purple bags with American 
author Washington Irving’s 
image printed on them which 
contained items such as 
Washington Irving pins.

Geocaching is a sport con-
sisting of using global posi-
tioning satellite receivers to 
locate hidden containers. The 
receivers use coordinates that 
can be found on geocaching.
com. Hidden containers were 
placed throughout the Heri-
tage District of Irving by one 

By Joe Snell
In the middle of the first 

annual U.S. Marine Corps Ju-
nior ROTC (MCJROTC) Na-
tional Drill Championships, 
cadet captain Carola Murguia 
had tapered expectations. 
Despite her unit winning 
their region a 
month earlier 
and advanc-
ing to the na-
tional stage, 
she was just 
happy to be 
c o m p e t i n g 
against the 
best schools 
in the coun-
try.

“We're ex-
pecting to not 
get last,” she joked. “I think 
we'll do really well. We pre-
pared, we put the hard work 
in, so now it's just waiting for 
everybody else to see that we 
worked for it. We're here to 
show everybody that we de-
serve to be here just as much 
as you.”

Murguia, who is from Col-
lege Park High School just 
outside of Houston, and her 

Election Coverage:
Candidate Answers

Irving hosts JROTC National Drill Championship

Canal Fest invites international 
music, food, dance to Irving

event in the 1980s, the event 
was canceled in the early 
1990s and came back only 
four years ago as an initiative 
by the city to introduce resi-
dents to the Mandalay Canal. 
The event is free to the public 
and is paid for through the 
city's general fund as well as 
by sponsors.

Event preparations began 
nine months ago, when Lee 
helped organize 16 acts on 
four stages, twenty craft and 
information vendors, and 
over 10 food vendors. This 
year, Lee added a musician's 

corner to feature local singers 
and song writers as well as a 
family arts stage, designed at 
a kid’s level so parents could 
introduce their kids to arts 
and culture in a unique way.

“The thing about this event 
is unique experiences,” Lee 
said. “This is not like all of 
our other festivals. There are 
things you can do here that 
some people have never done. 
Some people have never been 
to an art gallery, so we've got 
a free art exhibit. Most people 
have never ridden in a gondo-
la and you have the opportu-

nity to do that.”
Another unique introduc-

tion to this year's event was 
the art gallery, which had 
over 80 pieces on display. 
Most pieces were for sale, 
and the artists were on hand 
to discuss their artwork with 
festival-goers.

Approximately 6,000 peo-
ple came to the event in 2014, 
and the number of visitors 

team were one of 15 units 
from across the country that 
gathered at the inaugural 
championship, held on Sat-
urday, April 22 at Irving High 
School.

256 competitive drill teams 
from across the nation com-

peted in regional 
rounds, and the 
top three from 
five regions ad-
vanced to this 
past weekend's 
championship. 
The champion-
ship round con-
sisted of seven 
events, includ-
ing inspection 
platoon, armed 
and unarmed 

regulation drill, armed and 
unarmed exhibition drill, col-
or guard, and academics.

During the academics 
event, ten cadets per team 
took a 100 question multi-
ple-choice test in 20 minutes 
with questions ranging from 
what they learned in their 
curriculum to current events. 

Irving geocaching 
inspires urban 
exploration

of the organizations who put 
the event together.

“We found out that the 
Boys Scouts actually have a 
badge they can earn for geo-
caching,” said Mary Higbie, 
chairman of The City and The 
Man. “It seemed to be nat-

ural that 
we would 
find some 
Boy Scouts 
to help us. 
They ac-
tually had 
taken the 
init iat ive 
to do the 
work for 
the devel-
opment of 
the cache 

boxes and the placement of 
them, since they are familiar 
with how to do that.”

Without knowing anything 
about geocaching, Higbie and 
the committee took a chance 
on the sport. It has been a 
successful part of their pro-
gram since 2007.

“We come up with new and 
different things to focus on,” 
Higbie said. “We asked for 

"We had done different 
types of events other years 

but wanted something new. 
We decided to be brave, 

take the plunge and try to 
find out more about it."

Mary Higbie
Chairman, The City and The Man

Continuing coverage of 
the Irving mayoral and city 
council elections that will 
take place on May 6, Rambler 
Newspapers is dedicated to 
providing non-partisan cov-
erage.

Earlier this week, each of 
the candidates was askd three 
specific questions pertaining 
to DART, ICTN (Irving Com-
munity Television Network), 

and a general question about 
supporting city departments. 

For the first two questions, 
we asked candidates to an-
swer up to 250 words and for 
the final question, candidates 
were allowed to answer up to 
400 words. Their responses 
are printed here.

See CANAL FEST
Page 8

See GEOCACHING
Page 3

See CANDIDATE ANSWERS
Page 6

The best high school drill teams in the nation march, throw, and go through 
exercises at Irving High School for a chance to win the inaugural National JROTC 
Drill Championship. / Photos by Joe Snell
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JROTC
Continued from Page 1

Regulation events are dictated, hav-
ing to be done in a certain order at 
a certain time, but the exhibition 
events allow students to work to-
gether and create under the advise-
ment of their unit instructor.

Schools were limited to 40 cadets, 
including a minimum of 13 cadets in 
the armed and unarmed exhibition 
and regulation drills.

Preparation for teams began back 
in January when a drill card was is-
sued. Practice for the top-level teams 
routinely lasted for one to two hours 
a day including some weekends. All 
qualifying schools needed to submit 
a pre-registration entry form to Sgt. 
Major Willie Martin at Irving High 
School by April 10.

“It was a team effort,” Murguia 
said. “Everybody had different 
ideas. We figured out what worked 
best and who was best at explaining 
it. It was definitely a giant team ef-
fort.”

The JROTC program was set up 
by the United States Armed Forces 
in high schools and middle schools 
across the United States in 1916 as 
part of the National Defense Act. 
Most students who are part of the 
program, however, do not end up 
enlisting.

“It's not about joining the mil-
itary,” College Park High School 
Principal Mark Murrell said. “It's 
not about a recruitment tactic by 
the armed services. It's about taking 
young kids and teaching them the 
good values that they should have in 
their lives, so they can be productive 
citizens later on and be supportive.”

In the past, MCJROTC units 
have competed in drill competitions 
across the nation, but this event is 
the first time that all units have the 
opportunity to compete on the same 
stage.

The event culminated in a final 
awards ceremony and overall na-
tional championship. Each event 
presented an award to the top three 
schools or individuals. This year, 
Murguia won the best armed drill 
team commander with a perfect 
score and her school, College Park 
High School, took home the inaugu-
ral overall champion trophy.

“What a JROTC does to a school 
and a community is incredible,” 
Murrell said. “You see it totally turn 
a kid around; a kid that's a high-po-
tential drop out, failing all of their 
classes. They get part of ROTC and 
then all of a sudden they find their 
leadership skills, and they are taken 
to the top. It's an incredible pro-
gram. What they do for young men 
and women, it’s a great deal for 
them.”

By Joe Snell
Thirty-one years ago, League of 

Volunteers member Bettye Davis 
began bringing slices of lemon cakes 
to council meetings. Every year 
since, Davis has been providing her 
prized cakes to help raise money for 
the community.

So it was no surprise that this 

Luncheon turns lemons 
into lemonade

year’s annual Soup, Soap, and Hope 
Ladies’ Luncheon, an event orga-
nized by The Salvation Army of Ir-
ving’s League of Volunteers, likened 
the Salvation Army’s work to turn-
ing lemons into lemonade.

“As we picture the work of the 
Salvation Army, we usually picture 
Christmas, and bell ringers. If you 
watch the Hallmark movies, you see 
them all of the time,” said Kay Held-
man, volunteer with the League of 
Volunteers. “But in our own com-
munity, we have many people, adult 
and children, that have been dealt 
some lemons in their everyday lives. 
This is where our local unit is mak-
ing lemonade.”

Funds raised at the event, which 
took place on April 4 and raised 
money through efforts like Bettye’s 
cakes as well as donations, will go 
toward sending children to summer 
camp. 

Founded eight years ago by Bon-
nie Kelley, the League of Volunteers 
aids The Salvation Army with both 
its ministry and mission. Today, the 
group has 22 members that meet 
every month and assist the corps 
through events such as food distri-
bution and funding camp scholar-
ships.

“We hope to touch hearts,” said 

Dining with a purpose, Captain Shelley Hood, Officer Charlsie Godwin, and Major Debi Carr of the 
Salvation Army present awards and collect donations at the annual Soup, Soap, and Hope Ladies' 
Luncheon. / Photo by Joe Snell

See SOUP, SOAP, HOPE
Page 7
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

different ideas. We had done differ-
ent types of events other years but 
wanted something new. Somebody 
mentioned geocaching. We had nev-
er done that before, but we decided 
to be brave, take the plunge and try 
to find out more about it, and do it.”

Kendrick Perry, Assistant Scout 
Master for troop 773, demonstrated 
using a GPS while geocaching.

“My family started geocaching 
a few years ago,” Perry said. “We 
were talking about nature preserves 
where GPS could be used to find 
things that were hidden. It sound-
ed interesting, so I got online and 
looked up more information about 
it.

“Getting out and seeing different 
places are the best things about it. 
The challenge of finding caches is 
also fun. The GPS might take you 
to a certain location and then you 
might spend hours trying to find the 
cache, but that’s the thrilling part 
about it.”

With a combination of online 
games and real world activities, peo-
ple who get involved in this sport 
discover information and a lot of 
interesting information about their 
city. 

“My brother-in-law conned me 
into it,” said participant Kevin Win-
gate. “He was doing it before I was, 
so he came to Irving and said ‘Hey, 
let’s give this a try.’ We did it one 
weekend and had fun.”

Wingate has been geocaching for 
several years and has found over 
7,000 different caches. 

“In Amarillo there was this 1,500 
pound marble that’s made out of 
granite,” Wingate said. “It sat on 
just a film of water and with one 
hand you can turn that 1500 pound 
marble around to see the globe spin. 
Basically, like seeing the world turn-
ing.”

“Players did not have to be present 
tonight,” Higbie said. “If they missed 
out, they can go to geocaching.com 
and register there. They can register 
any time down the road; whether it 
is this week, next week, or the week 

GEOCACHING
Continued from Page 1

Family Field Day
April 29, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
@ Cimarron Park Recreation Center
It’s time to put away the sibling rivalry and 
team up together with the family. Compete in 
a variety of classic events such as the sack 
race, and enjoy a picnic when the event is 
over. Cost: Free. This is a family event and 
open to all ages.

Run 4 The Dogs 5k
April 29, 8 a.m.
@ Mountain Creek Preserve
The Irving High School student council is 
sponsoring Run 4 the Dogs 5K benefitting 
Search One K9 Search and Rescue Team 
on Saturday, April 29, at Mountain Creek 
Preserve (1000 E. Hunter Ferrell Rd., Irving, 
TX 75060). The race begins at 8 a.m. for 
runners without dogs and at 8:15 a.m. for 
runners with dogs. Cost is $25 or $20 for 
students and includes a T-shirt, bandana 
for a dog and a koozie. Register at www.
irvingisd.net/Run4TheDogs. 

Nimitz Farmers Market
April 29, 8 a.m. – 1 p.m.
@ Nimitz High School
The Agricultural Science department at 
Nimitz High School will host a farmers market 
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday, April 29, 
to showcase the school’s student-run enter-
prises. Students operate Nimitz Pet Care, 
Nimitz Floral Design, Nimitz Horticulture and 
Nimitz Culinary, and they will be offering their 
services. Additionally, outside vendors from 
the community are invited to rent a booth. 
For more information, visit www.irvingisd.
net/NimitzFarmersMarket.
Market Highlights: 
-Plant sale (vegetables, produce, perennials, 
herbs)
-Pre-made flower arrangements
-Low-cost pet vaccine clinic
-Dog & Cat adoptions
-Low-cost dog grooming services
-Fair foods
-Arts, crafts, and agricultural vendors
**Market is student-run and benefits the 
Nimitz FFA Chapter.

Celebrating Irving: Trivia Final 
Round
April 29, 10 a.m.
@Valley Ranch Library
Ten teams were scheduled to play Irving 
Trivia on Saturday, April 22, as part of the 
Celebrating Irving : The City and The Man 
April events.  Four of those teams will now 
advance to the finals which will be held on 
Saturday, April 29 at 10am in the Valley 
Ranch Library.  Emcee Craig Boleman 
juggled the questions for the teams during 
the preliminaries.  Questions are based on 
the life and works of Washington Irving, the 
history of Irving and local current events.  A 
number of tie breakers were required for 
many of the rounds.
Advancing to the finals this year will be the 
current champions from the Irving Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau competing again a 
new team of the Ladies of the iGang.   The 
La Cima Heritage Committee will face off 
against the Irving Arts Center team.  The 
competition is free and open to the public. It 
is sponsored by the Irving Heritage Society, 
Irving Public Library, Irving Art Association, 
Irving Independent School District,  Irving 
Black Arts Council, National Scouting Mu-
seum, Boy Scout Troop 773 and the City 
of Irving.   For more information, visit www.
irvingheritage.com or call 972-252-3838.  

Irving ISD Teacher of the Year 
Celebration
May 4, 6 p.m.
@ Singley Academy
Irving ISD will honor campus Teachers of 
the Year and announce the two teachers se-
lected as the Irving ISD Elementary Teacher 
of the Year and the Irving ISD Secondary 
Teacher of the Year at a celebration on Thurs-
day, May 4, at Singley Academy. This event, 
which traditionally has been held in the fall, 
will now take place in the spring as one big 
celebration and unveiling of our 2017 District 
Teachers of the Year. Open to the public, the 
celebration begins with a reception at 6 p.m. 
followed by the program at 7 in the Singley 
Academy auditorium.

Immunization and Health Fair
May 6, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
@ Schulze Elementray School
Irving ISD’s Clinic and Health Services De-
partment, in conjunction with UT Southwest-
ern Medical Center and UT Southwestern 
Pediatric Interest Group, will host an Immu-
nization and Health Fair from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
on Saturday, May 6, at Schulze Elementary 
School (1200 S. Irving Heights Dr.). There 
will be free or low-cost immunizations, free 
school physicals, vision and hearing exams, 
dental screenings, assistance in enrolling in 
Medicaid/CHIP/SNAP, prizes and games and 
a bike helmet giveaway. Parents will need to 
bring vaccination records and Medicaid card 
(if applicable). For more information and to 
sign up for sports physicals and insurance 

appointments, visit www.irvinghealthfair.
wordpress.com. 

Garage Sale at First United Meth-
odist
May 6, 8 a.m. – 2 p.m.
@ First United Methodist Church
First United Methodist Church will have a 
giant Garage Sale 8 a.m. -  2 p.m. Sat. May 6 
on Ohio Street between 2nd and 3rd Streets. 
Funds raised to go missions and ministries.
Please come!
For more information, call Cindy Alleman at 
972-253-3531.

Dia de la Familia
May 6, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
@ Richland College
Richland College will host a day of family fun 
when Dia de la Familia comes to the campus 
on Sat., May 6, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. This 
annual free event is presented by the Dallas 
County Community College District and will 
feature free food, entertainment, children’s 

activities, tours of Richland College facilities 
and more.
Entertainment during the day will include 
performances from Folklorico, a dance 
group from Lake Highlands High School who 
performs traditional Mexican folk dances; 
top winners from the Richland College “So 
You Think You Can Dance contest”; a dance 
party with the school’s mascot, R. Mobius 
Thunderduck; and more.
For details, call 972-238-6194. Richland Col-
lege is located at 12800 Abrams Rd. in Dallas.

Irving ISD Board of Trustees Elec-
tion
May 6 
@ Multiple locations (see link below 
for polling locations)
The Irving ISD Board of Trustee election 
for single-member District 2 will be held on 
Saturday, May 6. For more information, visit 
www.irvingisd.net/boardelection.

after that. It doesn’t matter. On May 
30 at 3 p.m. at Jaycee Center for 
Arts, we are going to have a grand fi-
nale and give away some prizes. The 
advantage of having people here this 
evening is that some of their prizes 
will have a little bonus and anybody 
who finds 50 percent of the caches 
will be guaranteed a prize.”

Boy Scouts explain the tools used for geocaching, a game which uses satellites and smart phones 
to locate hidden treasures throughout the city. / Photo by Shaniqua Brown



Page 4 April 29, 2017     www.RamblerNewspapers.com

FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their infor-
mation on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving 
Rambler will have accurate information. Listings are 
limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location 
and time. If an organization wishes to have more in-
formation than the free listing offers, we will continue 
to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Evening Lions Club

1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm
Community Bible Church

2301 Texas Drive
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Hallelujah Pool Players

Every Wed. @ Noon
Heritage Senior Center

200 S Jefferson St., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month 
7:30 to 9 PM

Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
 Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Second Tuesday each month @ 7:30 P.M.

132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm 
IHOP on Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Chateau on Wildbriar Lake

1515 Hard Rock Road
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS

1. GEOGRAPHY: Where are 
the ruins of the ancient city of 
Carthage?
2. MEASUREMENTS: How many 
tablespoons are in one-fourth of a 
cup?

3. RELIGION: How many plagues of Egypt were mentioned 
in the Book of Exodus?
4. GOVERNMENT: Who is next in the line of succession 
after the U.S. president and vice president?
5. MUSIC: Who had a 1977 hit with the song “Moondance”?
6. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which American president’s image 
is on the $50 bill? 
7. LANGUAGE: What is a sybarite?
8. MOVIE: Who played the character Austin Powers 
(“International Man of Mystery”) in the movie series?
9. ART: Who created the bronze sculpture called “The 
Thinker”?
10. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a group of elk called?

Answers
1. Tunisia
2. Four
3. Ten
4. Speaker of the House
5. Van Morrison 
6. Ulysses S. Grant
7. A person who is self-indulgent
8. Mike Myers
9. Auguste Rodin
10. A gang

* It was Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra -- widely 
regarded as the best writer in the Spanish language 
and one of the best novelists in any language -- who 
made the following sage observation: “No fathers or 
mothers think their own children ugly; and this self-de-
ceit is yet stronger with respect to the offspring of the 
mind.”

* You might be surprised to learn that Princess Di was 
also a tap-dancer. 

* In the newly egalitarian society that emerged after 
the French Revolution in the 18th century, the color 
known as “royal blue” experienced a precipitous 
decline in popularity. Royalty may have been out of 
power, but practicality still ruled. For the most part, 
people didn’t throw out their old clothes, or even re-

dye them; to get rid of any monarchist overtones, they simply started calling 
the color “national blue.” 

* In New Zealand, speed bumps are commonly known as “judder bars.”

* The court system in the Central African Republic is having difficulty dealing 
with the caseloads. One of the primary problems is witchcraft. It seems that 
40 percent of all prosecutions in the nation involve some form of witchcraft, 
including 5 percent of all juvenile cases. 

* Those who study such things say that the koala bear has two opposable 
thumbs on each hand. 

* The jobs website Glassdoor has issued a report ranking the best jobs in 
America, with scoring determined by combining the number of job openings, 
salary and overall job satisfaction rating. Unsurprisingly, the list is top-heavy 
with engineers and analysts. At No. 4, though, is Tax Manager, with a job 
satisfaction score of 4 out of a possible 5. 
***
Thought for the Day: “An expert is a man who has made all the mistakes 
which can be made in a very narrow field.” -- Niels Bohr
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CLASSIFIEDS

EVENT HALL RENTALS
IRVING ELKS LODGE #2334

2015 N. BRITAIN RD., IRVING, TX 75061
PLEASE CALL (972) 579-0005
FOR MORE INFORMATION.

SEATING FOR UP TO 230 PEOPLE, FULL SERVICE BAR.

Subscribe 
to the  

Rambler
(972) 870-1992

Empyra.com, Inc., Irving, TX seeks Sftwre 
Appl.s Develp Proj. Mng. to plan, devel-
op, and create SaaS/cloud products. Job 
duties: define mrkt requirements, tech. 
roadmap, SDLC process, go-to-market 
plan and partnership ecosystem. Oversee 
developmt teams, architecture designs, 
task-flow models, specs. & guidelines; 
software develop. of metrics, dashboards, 
track mechs to understand impact, scope 
of improvement of SaaS products; sys-
tem, platform integration, testing, code re-
view; implement features/modules accord 
assigned priority; oversee APIs, micro 
services architecture to build web apps & 
deploy on in cloud environments. Reqs: 
M.S. in MIS. + 2 yrs of PM exp. or alter-
native of B.S. degree +5 yrs of techn. Proj. 
managmt exp. Software tools - MS Visio, 
MS Projects, APIs (SOAP, RESTful), XML, 
MySQL, Jira, Confluence, Agile Projects 
Management, Scrum/Kanban, ITIL Service 
Desk.  Send resume to hr@empyra.com

MISSING 
DOG

A chihuahua went missing on 
Sunday, April 23 from 12th 
Street and Senter Road. She re-
sponds to “Cupcake” and is four 
or five years old with blonde 
hair and white on her chest. She 
is wearing a pink flower on her 
collar. Please contact Rambler 
Newspapers at (972) 870-1662 
if you have seen.

ANALYST CLINICAL INFORMATICS 
SYSTEM: Abbott Diagnostics (division of 
Abbott Labs located in Irving, TX) seeks 
qualified Analyst Clinical Informatics Sys-
tem. Master’s degree: Comp Sci, Info 
Systems, Elec. Engg, or closely related 
engg concentration w/ 6 mos exp in: (i) 
definition, config & devel of core lab/hos-
pital software solutions such as Instrument 
Manager (IM) for designs of intermediate & 
moderate complexity; (ii) applying & inter-
preting standard engg theories, concepts, 
& techniques, & complying w/ regulations, 
& identifying, confirming, & interpreting re-
quests into product requiremts for software 
interfaces & middleware apps such as IM & 
Inventory Mgr Solution (IMS); (iii) conduct-
ing tests, developing preliminary findings 
for review, & tracking, reviewing, generat-
ing & documenting Verification & Validation 
or characterization related inputs in IM & 
IMS; (iv) determining approp. test methods 
for new parts (e.g., Technical Rationale, 
Specification Review, Performance Testing 
&/or Integrated Testing) to be stored in DP 
&/or similar solutions; & working w/ R&D, 
marketing & third party mfg vendors to ID 
new parts, components, & devices req’d 
to cover new User Needs, product exten-
sions, cost reductions, obsolescence, & 
market expansion. An EOE.  Respond by 
mail to Abbott Laboratories, Dept. 32RC, 
Bldg. AP6A, 100 Abbott Park Rd, Abbott 
Park IL 60064-3500.  Refer to ad code: 
ABT-00533-KE

LEGAL NOTICE

Application has been made with the Texas Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission for a Mixed Beverage (MB)/Beverage Cartage (PE)  Permit 
by LCHP LLC dba Hyatt Place, to be located at 5455 Green Park Drive, 
Irving, Dallas County,. Texas 75038 The Manager of said limited liability 
company is Parmjit Kaur Mangat, Manager.

Caliber Home Loans, Inc. seeks a Senior 
Business Analyst in Irving, TX.  40 hrs/
wk.  Utilize change control procedures and 
processes to maintain control on scope, 
schedule, and cost of IT project. Determine 
and translate biz req’s into tech solutions. 
Deploy appropriate levels of end-to-end 
testing resources across the project. Work 
with internal clients to define req’s for 
system and process enhancements and 
changes. Work with vendor to create com-
prehensive req’s for all system enhance-
ments and changes. 
 
Min. req’s: Bachelor’s degree in CS, Com-
puter Applications, Software Engg, or rltd 
field or foreign equiv; plus min 5yrs of exp 
in a business analysis, systems analysis, 
or similar role.  Requires HTML, Microsoft 
SQL Server, Team Foundation Server, 
JIRA Product Suite, MS Excel, MS Word, 
MS PowerPoint, MS Vision, MS Paint, Agile 
and Waterfall. Please reply with resume to: 
Shante Franklin, Corporate Recruiter, 3701 
Regent Blvd., Irving, TX 75063.

Caliber Home Loans, Inc. seeks a Sr. Da-
tabase Admin in Irving, TX.  40 hrs/wk.  Re-
sponsible for architecture and planning of all 
proprietary DB environments. Oversee all 
aspects of DB dev incl job scheduling and 
third-party data feeds. Create and maintain 
scripts, procedures, and DB documenta-
tion. Work with Development, Infrastructure 
Support, Quality Control, Operations, Help 
Desk, and other support teams to achieve 
the highest quality environment that meets 
the current and future needs of the biz. 
 
Min. req’s: Bachelor’s degree in CS rltd field 
of study or foreign equiv, plus 5yrs of exp 
in DB Admin role. Requires 5yrs of exp ad-
ministering Microsoft SQL version 2005 and 
above; 1yr exp with BMC Control-M Job 
Scheduler; and EBSIDIC file conversion. 
Knowledge of Fiserv integration system 
is required. Please reply with resume to: 
Shante Franklin, Corporate Recruiter, 3701 
Regent Blvd., Irving, TX 75063.

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-9936
ZONING CASE NO. ZC16-0103
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-1 (R-AB)

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDI-
NANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND 
DESCRIBED AS: A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE COLUMBUS SHORE ADDITION, AND LOCATED 
AT 313 EAST LAS COLINAS BOULEVARD, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT 
A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM S-P-2 SITE 
PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR FWY USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-1 (R-AB) 
SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR RESTAURANT WITH ATTENDANT ACCESSORY USE OF THE SALE 
OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION USES UNDER SECTION 52-49 OF 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A 
PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND 
USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERV-
ING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC 
INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT RE-
PEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; 
PROVIDING THE ENTIRE ORDINANCE SHALL BE INVALID IF ANY WORD, PHRASE, CLAUSE, SEN-
TENCE, PARAGRAPH OR SECTION OF THIS ORDINANCE IS HELD TO BE INVALID AND PROVIDING 
A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-9937
ZONING CASE NO.  ZC17-0001
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – PUD FOR S-P-1 (R-AB)

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDI-
NANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND 
DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE CANDLEWOOD HOTEL ADDITION, MORE FULLY 
AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE 
USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM PUD PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT FOR S-P-1 (R-AB) SITE PLAN 
DISTRICT USE FOR RESTAURANT WITH ATTENDANT ACCESSORY USE OF THE SALE OF ALCO-
HOLIC BEVERAGES FOR ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS 
AMENDED TO PUD PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT FOR S-P-1 (R-AB) SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR 
RESTAURANT WITH ATTENDANT ACCESSORY USE OF THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 
FOR ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION AND HOTEL USES UNDER SECTION 52-49 OF ORDINANCE NO. 
1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PRO-
VIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING 
THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER POR-
TIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS 
AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PRO-
VISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING THE 
ENTIRE ORDINANCE SHALL BE INVALID IF ANY WORD, PHRASE, CLAUSE, SENTENCE, PARA-
GRAPH OR SECTION OF THIS ORDINANCE IS HELD TO BE INVALID AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-9938
ZONING CASE NO. ZC17-0007
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – C-N

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDI-
NANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND 
DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE ESPANITA ADDITION AND LOCATED AT 3425 
GRANDE BULEVAR, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN THE BODY OF THIS ORDI-
NANCE; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT 
USE FOR C-C USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO C-N NEIGHBORHOOD COM-
MERCIAL DISTRICT USE UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP 
ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDI-
NANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE DEMAND 
A ZONING CHANGE AND AMENDMENT HEREIN MADE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES 
NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT 
CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-9939
ZONING CASE NO. ZC17-0010
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-1

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDI-
NANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND 
DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE NORTH SIDE ADDITION, AND LOCATED AT 421 
NORTH JEFFERSON STREET, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A AT-
TACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM S-P-1 SITE PLAN 
DISTRICT USE FOR ML-20 USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-1 SITE PLAN 
DISTRICT USE FOR HERITAGE CROSSING DISTRICT, TRANSIT MIXED USE CHARACTER ZONE IN-
CLUDING LIMITED VEHICLE REPAIR USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO 
THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CON-
DITIONS AND REGU¬LATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP 
ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING OR-
DINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; 
PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING OR-
DINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND 
PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-9940
ZONING CASE NO. ZC17-0012
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-2

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDI-
NANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND 
DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE STRATFORD PLACE ADDITION, AND LOCATED AT 
1401 OLD ORCHARD DRIVE, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED 
HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM R-6 SINGLE FAMILY DIS-
TRICT USE AND S-P-1 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR FENCE SIDE YARD AND R-6 ACCESSORY 
USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR R-6 
USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO 
AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGU¬LATIONS REL-
ATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 
1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE 
CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING 
THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE 
DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DI-
RECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, on April 20, 2017.

BETH VAN DUYNE, MAYOR

ATTEST:
Shanae Jennings, City Secretary

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
Kuruvilla Oommen, City Attorney

Caliber Home Loans, Inc seeks a Software 
Engineer Principal, in Irving, TX 40 hrs/wk.  
Respsbl for 1 or more apps, working w/Bus. 
Systems Mgr. & Bus. Analyst counterparts 
on planning & delivering code changes to 
production, ensuring teams work on sched. 
Prvd bus & proj expertise when collaborat-
ing w/clients, IT resources, vendors, con-
sultants, & other stakeholders to identify 
the user rqmts, assess techs, recommend 
& implmnt technical solutions.  Participate 
in estimation process.  
 
Min. requirements: Bachelor’s degree in 
Comp. Sc., IT or related fld or frgn equiv. 
+ 5 yrs related exp in s/w dvlpmt or techni-
cal lead role, or Master’s degree in Comp. 
Sc.,, IT, or related fld or frgn equiv + 3 yrs 
work exp in s/w dvlpmt or technical lead 
role.  Req’d proficiency w/MVC, Design 
Patterns, OOPS, Web Services, XML, .Net 
4.0 (Windows Form, Web Forms, MVC), & 
SQL Server 2012.  Exp. w/Windows Ser-
vices & in third party integrations.  Pls. reply 
w/resume to: Shante Franklin, Corporate 
Recruiter, 3701 Regent Blvd., Irving, TX 
75063.

The CITY OF IRVING, Texas will receive sealed responses to the following solicitations in 
the Purchasing Division, 835 W. Irving Blvd, until the date and time below and will open responses on that date: 
1. ITB #062D-17F Stafford, Finley & Cranston 
Water and Wastewater Improvements Pre-Bid Mtg: 05/04/17 @ 10:30 a.m. OR 05/08/17 @ 10:30 a.m. 
Due Date: 05/12/17 @ 3:30 p.m. 
Responses should be submitted online no later than the due date and time shown above. Late responses can-
not be accepted, so please allow ample time to submit your response. Information may be found at cityofirving.
ionwave.net/Purchasing Phone:972.721.2631

EMPLOYMENT

Sherry Ambrose, former Vice 
President of Business Development 
for Enterprise Florida, Inc., has been 
named Vice President of Economic 
Development for the Irving Eco-
nomic Development Partnership 
(IEDP). Ms. Ambrose began her 
new role April 3. 

At Enterprise Florida Inc., a pub-
lic-private economic development 
organization, Ms. Ambrose was re-
sponsible for creating strategies for 
the recruitment, expansion, and re-
tention for eight targeted industries 
including: aviation/aerospace, life 
sciences, information technology, 
financial/professional services, lo-
gistics and cleantech. She prepared, 
managed and tracked results for a 
one million dollar annual budget.

Earlier in her career, Ms. Ambrose 

Chamber of Commerce 
names Sherry Ambrose 
Vice President of 
Economic Development

was an economic policy analyst for 
Puget Sound Regional Council/
Prosperity Partnership in Seattle, 
WA. 

Beth A. Bowman, President 
and CEO of the Irving-Las Colinas 
Chamber of Commerce and IEDP, 
made the announcement. 

“We’re delighted to have leader-
ship of this caliber join our econom-
ic development team,” Bowman 
said. “Sherry has the experience, tal-
ent, energy and passion for this job. 
Irving-Las Colinas is one of the most 
competitive geographic regions in 
the country, and has become an 
international business address for 
global corporations. We think Sher-
ry will be an incredible addition to 
the team, and we look forward to 
working with her to achieve growth 
and prosperity for Irving-Las Coli-
nas.” 

Ms. Ambrose holds a Bachelor of 
Arts in Economics from Rollins Col-
lege, and a Master in Public Affairs 
and Urban and Regional Planning 
from Princeton University. 

The Irving Economic Develop-
ment Partnership is a collaborative 
effort of the City of Irving, Irving-Las 
Colinas Chamber of Commerce, 
Irving Convention and Visitors Bu-
reau, the Las Colinas Association, 
and private investors. 

SOURCE Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of 
Commerce
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Fairy
Hi. My name is Fairy. I'm about 4 1/2 months old, and was rescued from another shelter. 
The first thing you will notice is that I'm every bit a puppy. I came in with my sister Betty. 
While we are both sweet loving young girls, I'm more of the introvert. Rather than chasing 
a ball, my favorite thing it so cuddle up really close, and just be loved. I need a family that 
will tell me about their day, play with me and love me. If you are that family, please come 
see me. I will be here dreaming of my forever family. Oh, and I'm all good with other dogs.

Missy
Hi my name is MISSY! I am the perfect age to become your fa-
vorite pet. I am done with the wild behavior of kittens. I am an 
attractive, small 3 year old girl with very cute black and white 
markings. I am a very quiet girl that would love to be in a quiet 
home. I would be happy sitting on your lap and purring loudly 
as you pet me. It has been proven that sitting and petting a cat 
will lower your blood pressure. So come by and meet me and I 
promise to be good for your health.

I would like to expand the animal 
shelter and its services. We need 
longer hours to accomplish every-
thing that needs to be done. We also 
need more personnel. I would like 
to maximize the efforts to rid our 
neighborhoods of stray animals that 
are a safety issue. The hours that 
the shelter and animal control per-
sonnel work are too short. If there is 
an emergency concerning animals, 
the police must abandon their work 
and take care of Animal Control’s 
responsibilities. This is not a good 
use of our resources, nor is it good to 
divert our first responders. We have 
a good start on a great program but 
it is time to reevaluate and expand it. 

In addition, I would like to see 
Code Enforcement expanded and 
provided the means with which to 
enforce. Plainly I would like Code 
Enforcement strengthened. Our 
City Codes need to be re-evaluat-
ed as to their legality and as to the 
ever-changing public needs. More 
training for our code enforcers could 
be useful in the attempt to cover 

CANDIDATE ANSWERS
Continued from Page 1

Yes, I would support a similar 
decrease in the sales tax we pay 
DART which is over $63M per year.  
We also must pay for all our own 
structure such as benches, weath-
er sheds, etc. We have been paying 
a lion’s share for much too long.  I 
would advocate using the saved 
dollars to help improve and replace 
infrastructures in South Irving, in-
cluding sidewalks where needed 
with handicap access. I would also 

I am for continuing the ICTN as 
it is currently being operated. Cur-
rent budget for ICTN allows coun-
cil meeting and work sessions to 
be televised to our citizens. It is im-
portant for citizens to see and hear 
the Work Sessions and the Council 
Meetings. Citizens need to see how 
their elected officials cast their votes 
how those votes affect their City. As 
officials of the City we need to be 
held accountable and ICTN provides 
on of the means for accomplishing 
accountability. Other boards meet-

Based on my priorities and vision 
for the city, I would like us to assess 
and consider expanding assets in 
the areas of public safety, transpor-
tation infrastructure and communi-
cations. Public safety and transpor-
tation infrastructure are two of the 
highest priorities of our residents. 
We have recently expanded our po-
lice beats and are adding a new fire 
station to accommodate our grow-
ing community; we also partnered 
with the city of Grand Prairie in 
the construction of a joint fire train-
ing facility. Going forward, we need 
to make sure we have adequate per-
sonnel and the most current equip-

Rick Stopfer
Mayoral Candidate

No, I do not support taking funds 
away from DART. Our citizens vot-
ed to allocate one cent of our sales 
tax to DART to fund the expansion 
of the system, including the Orange 
Line through Irving. We still have 
substantial debt remaining, and re-
directing any funding would jeop-
ardize the ability to pay down the 
debt and issue future bonds, as well 
as hinder future expansion of the 
DART, from which Irving has ben-
efited greatly. The Orange Line has 
provided vital connectivity to Dallas 
and points beyond, as well as to the 
DFW International Airport, starting 
with its expansion at the Convention 

I would support continued fund-
ing of ICTN, an award-winning 
cable television network that has 
provided community programming, 
sports programming, and coverage 
of city events and meetings for more 
than 35 years. Certainly, the role of 
ICTN has evolved over the decades 
as traditional cable providers with 
dedicated local channels have given 
way to global satellite television pro-
viders with no local access. Howev-
er, ICTN has kept pace by pursuing 
a much more robust online pres-
ence, live-streaming meetings and 
events, and providing programming 
“on-demand,” so that residents and 
businesses can access program-
ming when it’s most convenient. 
Our first priority should be to assess 

Center in 2012 and into the airport 
in 2014. More importantly, it has al-
lowed our city to market land along 
the line for high-profile transit-ori-
ented developments (TOD) that 
will yield significant returns to our 
city. The proposed $1 billion Veri-
zon TOD project on Hidden Ridge, 
for example, will attract new busi-
nesses, jobs, and capital investment, 
along with housing, retail, restau-
rants and a hotel, to create a world-
class live-work-play community. 
None of this would be possible had 
Irving not elected to participate as 
a member city in the DART system. 

look at using some of the saved mon-
ey to spur development that will re-
place the Cowboy Practice field in N. 
Irving.  We could also earmark this 
money saved to begin development 
on the Texas Stadium property since 
Irving will need some incentives for 
developers. Both are important to 
residents in each area and will ben-
efit our entire City. No project I dis-
cuss will raise taxes.

ings are filmed and shown on ICTN 
also. Many people watch children’s 
sports that are filmed, keeping with 
our City’s endeavors to stress family 
values. One of the main features of 
ICTN is the On Demand program-
ming that allows our citizens to 
watch meetings or re-watch meet-
ings and various other On Demand 
programing when they want or have 
time. ICTN has become vital to the 
City. I think its role now is sufficient 
and do not want to expand it.  

the current utilization of ICTN both 
through traditional cable stations 
and digitally to determine if the 
technology and delivery methods 
we use align with and are most ef-
fective, in terms of user experiences 
and cost. I would support expanding 
our technology and personnel to be 
more nimble and flexible to capture 
stories, sometimes “on the fly,” that 
highlight the many amenities and 
assets of Irving. With so many peo-
ple turning to the Internet to find 
out more about communities, it is 
essential that we have a robust li-
brary of videos and video vignettes 
that tell the story of what Irving is all 
about – our history, our present and 
the great future we have ahead of us.   

Oscar Ward
Place 5 Candidate

I am not in support of reallocat-
ing 1/8 of one cent of the sales tax 
we pay to DART.  Currently it is not 
legal as these DART funds are used 
to support the payment of DART 
debt.

I am in favor of continuing sup-
port for ICTN (Irving Community 
Television Network).  ICTN has 
three channels for broadcasting.  
I recommend the formation of a 
citizen’s advisory board to receive 
citizen’s input on relevant program-
ming.

Police, Fire, and Solid Waste De-
partments will require expansion as 
our population continues to increase 
annually.  Before considering any 
reductions or further expansion in 
any other departments; comprehen-
sive studies should be performed to 
identify cost saving opportunities.

ment available to meet our growing 
community’s needs and ensure we 
continue our trends of low crime 
rates and fast response times to pro-
tect our residents, businesses and 
their property. 

In terms of transportation, the 
city is moving forward with its $100 
million Road to the Future initiative, 
which will dedicate funding over five 
years to begin to address high-prior-
ity infrastructure projects. With our 
major highways under construction 
now, we need to make sure we are 
focused on the rehabilitation of arte-
rial roads and neighborhood streets 
– those that truly affect our residents 
and their quality of life. Having said 
that, we are still approximately $2 
billion short on funding to complete 
the third phase of the SH 183, SH 
114 and Loop 12 expansions, so we 
will need to continue to work with 
our Metropolitan Planning Organi-
zation, Texas Department of Trans-
portation, and state and federal 
officials to secure funding for these 
major highways that together repre-
sent one of the most significant and 
highly traveled gateways into Irving. 

Finally, in the area of communica-
tions, we need to assess how we are 
communicating with our key stake-
holders, including residents, busi-
nesses, employees, property owners, 
landowners and prospective em-
ployees, businesses, residents and 
visitors. We have a variety of com-
munications tools, from e-blasts 
and printed newsletters to online re-
sources, but we need to ensure that 
those tools align with how and when 
our stakeholders need and want to 
get or receive information. Further-
more, we need to do a better job 
engaging with our community, not 
just communicating at them. One of 
the greatest rewards in running for 
Mayor has been the opportunity to 
meet with residents and businesses 
in all parts of the city. We need to 
ramp up our community outreach 
to include regular meetings with the 
Mayor and city staff to listen and re-
spond to our community’s needs.

more ground. We have a good pro-
gram now, but it needs to be more 
complete and given more strength.

Most of our City Departments 
need reevaluation. I would like to 
compare our benefits and salaries 
with other cities in the Metroplex 
to ensure that our employees are 
receiving comparable benefits and 
wages. After only a cursory look, I 
feel some salaries need to be adjust-
ed, both up and down especially for 
starting employees.  There are also 
some departments that seem to 
overlap and I would like to inves-
tigate the possibility of combing or 
eliminating some departments to 
make our City as efficient and as cost 
effective as possible. The examina-
tion of our City Departments would 
be one of my priorities, since I al-
ready have ideas to move forward 
on this. Most of what I have ob-
served and feel important will need 
to be discussed and implemented in 
a joint endeavor with staff and my 
associate Council Members.

What three city departments would you recommend 
expanding or reducing and why?

The city of Irving has cut the budget for ICTN (Irving Community 
Television Network) each of the last four years. Would you be for 

or against continuing support for ICTN and why or why not?  

The city of Dallas is currently considering reallocating 1/8 of the 
sales tax that Dallas pays to DART to be used for other purposes. 
Are you a supporter of taking funds away from DART and what 

would you want to use the funds for?  

What three city departments would you recommend 
expanding or reducing and why?

The city of Irving has cut the budget for ICTN (Irving Community 
Television Network) each of the last four years. Would you be for 

or against continuing support for ICTN and why or why not?  

The city of Dallas is currently considering reallocating 1/8 of the 
sales tax that Dallas pays to DART to be used for other purposes. 
Are you a supporter of taking funds away from DART and what 

would you want to use the funds for?  

The city of Irving has cut the 
budget for ICTN (Irving Com-
munity Television Network) 
each of the last four years. 

Would you be for or against 
continuing support for ICTN 

and why or why not?  

What three city departments 
would you recommend 

expanding or reducing and 
why?

Kristi Pena
Mayoral Candidate

The city of Dallas is currently 
considering reallocating 1/8 of 
the sales tax that Dallas pays to 
DART to be used for other pur-
poses. Are you a supporter of 

taking funds away from DART 
and what would you want to 

use the funds for?  
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UNITY CHURCH
Unity of Irving

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class

11:00 AM Service
& Children’s Church

Reverend Frank Pounders
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-5083

unitychurchofirving.com

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third,  75060

972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Chapel
Second and fourth Sundays

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

First Church of Christ, Scientist
2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 75061

972-253-7202
www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-0476

access code 884879
For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.
972-790-8606 

www.BeltLineChurch.com

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W. Airport Freeway Irving Tx
972-255-4185

www.ppumc.org

UNITED METHODIST

WORSHIP

972-870-1992

(972) 870-1992 
joes@ramblernewspapers.netOBITUARIES

DEATH NOTICES

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

James "Jimmy" Carmean - Aug. 1, 1950 - April 24, 2017
Lawrence “Larry” Porter – Oct. 15, 1933 – April 22, 2017

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

Blasa Saucedo – July 28, 1925 – April 23, 2017

Place your obituaries 
in the Rambler

(972) 870-1992

People, pets party during Pawlooza
By Vaughn-zel Lloyd 

Irving pet owners came together 
at the Irving Animal Care Campus to 
enjoy games and live entertainment 
during Pet Pawlooza while their four 
legged friends received free vaccines 
and microchips. 

“It has turned into a giant dog 
party, and it’s so much fun to do ev-
ery year,” said Corey Price, Animal 
Services Manager for the City of Ir-
ving. “The last three years we’ve had 
a live band and food trucks. It hap-
pens every year, so we try to make it 
a little bit better.

“One of the big draws over the 
past two years has been the free mi-
cro-chipping and the rabies [shots] 
that we do with TCAP (Texas Coali-
tion for Animal Protection). People 
can also get other vaccinations for 
their pets. They usually have a big 
line, which is why they have their 
own stand. 

“They can even vaccinate their 
cats. We had everything from goats 
and chickens, snakes and tortoises. 
Then as they get done with all the 
medical stuff, they can visit vendors. 
This year we also had child ID kits 

inside the shelter as well.”
Carolos Chacon, who attended 

the event with his wife, feels the mi-
crochips are beneficial to the com-
munity.

“The microchip thing is good be-

cause there are a lot of stray dogs 
here in Irving,” Chacon said. “There 
are numerous dogs in my neighbor-
hood, and I don’t know if they have 
owners or anything. My dog doesn’t 
walk out on us, but if he ever does I 

SOUP, SOAP, HOPE
Continued from Page 2

Debby Kruse, a volunteer with the 
organization. “We are here for the 
work of the Irving corps, to become 
involved and especially to raise 
money, so we can do more for the 
kids.”

Bonnie Kelley recognized Christi-
na Winters-Gears, Chief Executive 
Officer and President of Creating 
and Managing Wealth, with a spe-
cial certificate of appreciation.

“I’ve been supporting [The Sal-
vation Army] for 20 years,” Win-
ters-Gears said. “I started doing the 
Christmas Luncheon and that was 
1993.”

Winters-Gears says that reaching 
out and initiating a conversation are 
the most important steps for any-
one wanting to get involved in their 
own community.

“Start talking to people in your 

neighborhood or your church,” 
Winters-Gears said. “Talk to people 
and ask them what they doing or 
what’s happening.”

In honor of the late Merle Held-
man, a volunteer who regularly 
contributed to the League of Volun-
teers, the organization contributed 
$5,000 to the Boys and Girls club for 
scholarships. Kelly also announced 
that a special venue would be named 
the Heldman Performance Hall on 
behalf of Merle and his wife Kay. 

Each year, a League of Volunteers 
member is recognized for going 
above and beyond. This year, Becky 
Weaver was highlighted for her 
work arranging flowers every week, 
passing out food to the hungry, and 
offering help across multiple activi-
ties.

“If you don’t know about The Sal-

vation Army, it’s the best secret we 
have here in Irving,” Weaver said. 
“Just get involved. There are a lot of 
things to do, and there’s a place for 
all of you. It’s a blessing.”

Charles Hanson was also present-
ed a certificate for his work with the 
Boys and Girls Club, which will have 
190 children participating this sum-
mer. For $40 per child, The Salva-
tion Army takes children to places 
like Six Flags and AT&T Stadium.

Lieutenants Benjamin and Charl-
sie Godwin, currently appointed to 
the Salvation Army Corps. in San 
Antonio, served as the event’s key-
note speakers.

“The Salvation Army is a church 
and a social services agency,” Ben 
Godwin said. “Our mission is to 
preach the gospel of Jesus Christ 
and meet human needs in His name. 
Many people don’t know that we are 
a church; that’s why we’re doing all 
of this. We’re motivated by the love 
of Jesus to help others in our com-
munity and help those who maybe 
don’t have the same resources that 
we do.”

Kruse reiterated the constant sup-
port The Salvation Army provides 
for the community.

“There are people out there that 
don’t have any other options,” she 
said. “They can’t afford to put food 
on the table, and they don’t have a 
place to go where they can get help. 
The Salvation Army opens their 
doors to everyone.”

know they will be able to check him 
and find out my information to get 
him back to me.

“I know that if your dog gets lost, 
the Irving Humane Society will scan 
him and your information will pop 
up and they will tell you where you 
can pick your dog up at,” he said. 

Jerri Moyes attended the event as 

a junior volunteer from MacArthur 
High School.

“The event gives pet owners a rea-
son to come together,” Moyers said. 
“There are a lot of charities and a lot 
of booths with animal specific prod-
ucts to sell. There’s a giant tortoise 
just walking around the dog park.”

A vaccination is given to a dog as part of the Irving's Pet Pawlooza, an event that helps 
administer free vaccines and microchips to Irving pets.  / Photo by Vaughn Zel-Lloyd
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Dancers from Ballet Folklorico Azteca, Fort Worth's oldest and largest Folklorico group, dance a traditional Mexican folk dance at the 
annual Canal Fest, held at the Mandalay Canal Walk in Las Colinas.  / Photo by Joe Snell

CANAL FEST
Continued from Page 1

rose to over 9,000 in 2016. This 
year, Lee says they are expecting a 
similar turnout.

Kevin Tag brought his son to hear 

live music in a child-friendly atmo-
sphere.

“He's having fun as you can see,” 
Tag said, pointing to his son run-
ning toward the art exhibit. Tag said 
his favorite event was attending the 
cultural stage to see the traditional 
Mexican dances.

Six international dance and per-
formance groups performed on the 
cultural stage, including the Azul 
Raks belly dance troupe, the Ayubu 
Kamau Kings and Queens African 
group, the Furious Bhangra and 
Punjabi Gabrus Indian group, the 
Ballet Folklorico Azteca tradition-
al Mexican folk dance group, the 
Elite Dallas Cirque Theatre Youth 
Troupe, and the evening ended 
with a performance by Grace Hula 
Dance, Drum, and Fire, which con-
sisted of dancers, drummers, and 
fireball twirlers.

“A theme that carries through our 
events is trying to be family friendly 

Irving ISD celebrated the gener-
ous contributions of Partners in Ed-
ucation with a special reception on 
Monday, April 17. Superintendent 
Jose L. Parra, Ed.D. presented Lupi-
ta Padilla (both pictured below) and 
the Irving Family YMCA (partner 
organization) with the Golden Apple 
Award. This recognition is the high-

Irving ISD honors 
partners in education 
at Golden Apple Awards

est honor the school district bestows 
upon a Partner in Education and an 
individual volunteer for outstanding 
contributions to Irving ISD students 
and schools. This event was a pre-
lude to National Volunteer Appreci-
ation Week, which runs from April 
23 through the 29.

Source Irving ISD

and affordable,” Lee said. “You real-
ly see that at all of our events.”

Rambler Newspapers
is currently seeking inquisitive 
individuals with experience in:

Editing
Writing

Photography

To apply send resume, clips and
image samples to: 

staceys@ramblernewspapers.net
For more information call  972-870-1992

Freelancers
Needed


