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"I tried to go into 
the neighbor-

hoods and talk to 
different groups 
and see if there 

was some way we 
could bring them 

out. I think the 
numbers show 

that we got people 
excited about 
coming out to 

vote.”

Rick Stopfer
New Mayor of Irving

By Matthew Pedersen
The University of Texas at 

Arlington’s film department 
presented a lecture featuring 
screenwriter and producer 
Marcel Rodriguez. Among 
Rodriguez’s most famous 
writings are films such as 
Shark Boy and Lava Girl, 
Machete Kills, and the ongo-
ing TV series From Dusk Till 
Dawn. 

“The first skill you need is 
storytelling ability,” Rodri-
guez said. “That’s different 
than writing. It means you’re 
able to understand how story 
works and all the elements 
of that. Writing is the second 
skill that you need, which 
is actually writing words on 
paper, printing, organizing, 
underlining, bolding, gener-
ally making things clear to 
people, and expressing your-
self well through language. 
The third skill is learning how 
to deal with people, which I 
think is important, because 
it’s a business that requires a 
lot of collaboration.”

“Classes sometimes get 
very centered on projects,” 
said Daniel Garcia, a Peruvi-

By Joe Snell
Rick Stopfer was elected 

the 24th mayor of Irving on 
Saturday evening, May 6. 

“Rick understands the 
opportunity that the city of 
Irving has because of its loca-
tion and because of what we 
could do as one of the lead-

By Joe Snell
Chainsaws, eerie clowns, 

and even a ten-foot-tall Groot 
crammed the halls of the Hy-
att Regency DFW for the 12th 
annual Texas Frightmare 
Weekend. The convention, 
held May 5 through 7, wel-
comed leading horror silver 

By Joe Snell
A vigil was held in remem-

brance of Janeera Nickol 
Gonzalez, the victim of the 
North Lake College shooting.

Friends and family of Gon-
zalez gathered at Irving High 
School on Monday evening, 
May 8.

“She was compassionate, 
sweet, and really funny,” said 
Priseyta Ponce, a senior at Ir-
ving High School who played 
on the tennis team with Gon-
zalez. Ponce translated into 
Spanish an opening prayer 
by Christ Church’s Brian 
Bench and also spoke to the 
gathered crowd about how 
she knew Janeera.

“She’d be friends with any-
body and was so pure and 
kind, never mean,” Ponce 
said.

The shooting took place on 
May 3 after a man fired shots 
at Gonzalez before claim-

By Ariel Graham
Irving ISD’s best and 

brightest high school seniors 
were celebrated at the 30th 
Annual Breakfast with the 
Stars presented at the Irving 
Convention Center on Tues-
day, April 25.

Hosted by Nissan and the 
Irving Schools Foundation, 
this was one of the event’s 
biggest years ever with over 
800 attendees and 150 schol-
arships awarded to seniors 
headed to college. The 150 
scholarships totaled over 
$300,000, however the re-
cipients were very surprised 
to learn that, in recognition 

Rick Stopfer elected new Irving mayor
ing cities,” longtime Irving 
resident Fran Bonilla said. 
“We’re right in the middle of 
the Metroplex, and we can do 
all these good things. I really 
think the city will now start to 
grow in the right direction.”

Stopfer led in early voting 
by over 70 percent, and un-

official election results put 
him at nearly 67.5 percent of 
the vote. He defeated Kristi 
Weaver Pena (19.71 percent, 
1,984 votes), Elvia Espino 
(8.96 percent, 902 votes), 
and J.C. Gonzalez (3.84 per-
cent, 386 votes).

In 2014’s election, roughly 

7,000 total votes were cast 
as former mayor Van Duyne 
won 69.5 percent of the vote. 
This year, over 10,000 votes 
were cast.

“If you go back and look 
at the last two mayoral elec-
tions, there were hundreds 
of thousands of dollars spent 

to notify the people there was 
an election,” Stopfer said. 
“One of the things I did that 
was a little bit different was 
I upfront bought 2,500 yard 
signs, and I 
bought 100 4x4 
signs, because 
I was afraid 
nobody was 
going to spend 
enough money 
to get the peo-
ple energized. I 
figured the only 
way to do it was 
to get signs out 
there so people 
even knew there 
was an elec-
tion.”

The new-
ly-elected may-
or credits his 
success to a 
campaign that 
did not rely on 
phone banks and mass flyer 
distribution but instead on 
personal phone calls and an 
established relationship with 
the community. 

“We really never set up 
a phone bank like a lot of 
campaigns do because peo-
ple were willing to do it from 
their homes,” Stopfer said. 
“Usually people don’t want 
their names showing up when 

they do those calls, that’s 
why they do a phone bank. I 
found that a majority of my 
supporters were happy with 
their name being shown up 

so their friends 
would pick up 
the phones and 
they could talk 
about it.”

Stopfer’s re-
lationship with 
Irving began 
when he served 
on city council. 
He would spend 
20 hours a week 
driving neigh-
borhoods and 
said he could 
not believe all 
of the develop-
ment that was 
going on that 
people were not 
talking about. 
That strategy of 

getting out into the commu-
nity was one he implement-
ed during his mayoral cam-
paign.

“I tried to go into the neigh-
borhoods and talk to different 
groups and different people 
to see if there was some way 
we could bring them together 
and bring them out,” he said. 

Vigil held in remembrance of 
North Lake College shooting victim

From Dusk till 
Dawn series writer 
inspires students

an filmmaker and professor 
of film at UTA. “It gets dis-
connected from what’s going 
on outside. In screenwriting 
in particular, an industry 
that doesn’t have a lot of local 
connections, it’s important to 
have screenwriters, to have 
filmmakers, to have all kinds 
of people from the outside 
explain things that aren’t ex-
plained in class. 

While the films Shark Boy 
and Lava Girl and Machete 
Kills may seem radically 
different, Rodriguez talked 
about their similarities and 
how writing action is a skill 
that can be applied across 
genres.

“The kids’ stuff was just 
what I was told to work on at 
the time, but it was always a 
part of me,” Rodriguez said. 
“I don’t know if I would’ve 
done that if I hadn’t been 
asked to do it, but it’s really 
all in the same soup. I mean, 
action is just another skillset 
that I had. Shark Boy and 
Lava Girl is, frankly, an ac-
tion show. It’s really the same 

Breakfast with the Stars awards 
over $450,000 in scholarships

of the 30th anniversary of 
Breakfast with the Stars, they 
would all receive an extra 
$1000 on top of the schol-
arships they were already 
receiving, bringing the total 
amount over $450,000.

Purwa Baseer of MacAr-

thur High School, the re-
cipient of the Nissan North 
America Scholarship, spoke 
to the crowd on behalf of the 
recipients and expressed how 

Texas Frightmare Weekend 
brings horror to life

screen stars, authors, ven-
dors, and other celebrities for 
one of the South’s largest an-
nual horror gatherings.

“One of the best things 
about this place is not only do 
you get to meet a lot of cool 
celebrities, but this is the kind 
of place where you can come 

and just be yourself and feel 
comfortable coming in,” Mor-
gan Strenger said. Strenger, 
who excitedly showed off her 
Ryan Hurst signed headshot, 
first found a love of horror 

ing his own life. Classes at 
North Lake College resumed 
on Monday as the students 
worked to return to their nor-
mal routines.

Anand Upadhyaya of the 
Trio program at North Lake 
College and also an assistant 

Family members of Janeera Nickol Gonzalez, the victim at the North Lake College shooting on May 3rd, hold 
hands and light candles as they held a vigil in her honor on May 8. / Photo by Joe Snell
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through the movie ‘Hellraiser’ and 
its iconic line ‘Jesus wept.’ She has 
attended the expo for three years 
and loves the atmosphere around 
the weekend.

“There’s a bunch of crazy freaks 
everywhere, but it’s not weird or 
anything. It’s really cool.”

The guest roster included actors 
Malcolm McDowell, Ryan Hurst, 
Doyle, Nestor Carbonell, Shannon 
Elizabeth, Freddie Highmore, Meg 
Foster, and Dario Argento among 
others. 

Manuel Ortiz and his son attend-
ed the expo to get a chance to see 
wrestler Ric Flair in person. 

“We’ve seen him perform in the 
ring before, but that was when he 
was in Houston,” Ortiz said. “We got 
a chance to meet him up close, so I 
brought [my son] with me.”

The event also included a number 
of horror writers. Author Timothy 
W. Long attended the expo to pro-
mote his new book series “Drums 
of War” about the outbreak of a 
second civil war. Long, who was 
first inspired to work in horror after 
watching ‘Night of the Living Dead,’ 
left his New York literary agent af-
ter his agent told him there wasn’t a 
market for a dystopian horror thrill-
er. That series, ‘Z-Risen 5: Barries,’ 
found success and allowed Long to 
quit his day job.

“I’m writing a book about these 
two numbskulls who are stuck in 
a video game for real,” Long said. 
“This is the kind of book I could 
never sell to a publisher, but there’s 
a huge market for it, because one 
thing about being a good writer is 
having a good business head be-
cause there’s a lot to it. Writing the 
book is the easy part, marketing it 
and getting it out there, that’s the 

FRIGHTMARE
Continued from Page 1

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Community Sale
May 13, 10am-4pm
D/FW Firecrackers, Nat’l Championship 
Tournament, On The Boulevard Antiques and 
Gifts, 142 w Irving Boulevard, Irving. 

Car, Truck And Motorcycle Show
May 13, Noon - 3 pm 
A car, truck and motorcycle show will be 
held at the Oakview Baptist Church parking 
lot, 1004 S. Story Rd, Irving. This show will 
be benefiting the BBMOI Crisis Ministry. The 
vehicle registration is from 11 am- 1 pm at the 
show. The registration fee is $15. This event 
is free to the public. Food & beverages are 
available at the show.
For more information: Call Ray at 940-367-
1798 or email ray@timemachinecarshows.
com

“Symphony goes Wild!!” 
May 13, 8 PM 
L a s  C o l i n a s  S y m p h o n y  c o n t i n -
ues “Symphony goes Wild!! ” at 
the Irving Arts Center, Carpenter Hall. 
Composers have always taken inspiration 
from nature, so it is no surprise that many 
have picked up their pens to give us musical 
depictions of the fascinating creatures with 
whom we share the planet. Throughout the 
2016-17 Season, the talented musicians of 
the Las Colinas Symphony Orchestra will 
offer our audience the most delightful and 
entertaining of these philharmonic fauna, 
from the smallest (Shostakovich’s gadfly) 
to the largest (Saint-Saëns� elephants). 
Our musical zoo will include bears (Haydn 
and Bartok), horses (Auber), penguins 
(Scott), and even a cow (Milhaud). A few 
mythical animals will come to musical life, 
as well, including Stravinsky�s Firebird and 
Debussy’s Faun. It’s a symphonic safari not 
to be missed!
Season tickets as low as $60! Single tick-
ets are priced at $16.50, $26.50, $36.50 
and $46.50. All are available by telephone 
(972.252.4800), fax (972.252.4877), or email 
(info@lascolinassymphony.org ). Group 
discounts are available; please call the Las 
Colinas Symphony Orchestra office for more 
information (972.252.4800).

Lone Star Youth Orchestra 
May 17, 7 PM 
The Lone Star Youth Orchestra closes the 
Season with Marche Finale! Featuring works 
by Haydn, Sousa, and Purcell, this concert is 
guaranteed to leave you feeling quite patri-
otic! We will also feature violinist Esther Ko, 
the 1st place winner of the Lone Star Youth 
Orchestra’s annual Concerto Competition, 
and celebrate the work of our graduating 
seniors. Call 972-252-2787 to reserve your 
seat today! The concert will take place at the 
Irving Arts Center’s Carpenter Hall.
Ticket pricing is $6.50 per student and $13.50 
for adults. All seating is general admission. 

Talking Pictures
May 19 through June 3
MainStage Irving-Las Colinas will present 
Horton Foote’s Texas-based drama. Direct-
ed by Amber Devlin, the production at the 
Irving Arts Center’s Dupree Theater (3333 
N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving, TX 75062). All 
evening performances are at 7:30 p.m., with 
Sunday matinees at 2:30 p.m. Single tickets 
range from $19-28 and are on sale now at the 
Irving Arts Center Box Office (972.252.2787/ 
www.irvingartscenter.com). Ticket discounts 
are available for seniors and students. 
The play is set in 1929, on the eve of the 
Great Depression, and America is on the 
precipice of big change with a looming 
financial crisis. In the small town of Harrison, 
Texas, the residents of a local boarding 
house deal with numerous dilemmas, both 
large and small. Quarrels arise between 
estranged husbands and wives, the future 
of a railroad engineer hangs in the balance, 
and the town is turned upside down with 
the coming of the ‘talkies’ to the local movie 
theatre. It’s the end of an era, and a job, for 
the woman who plays live music for the films.
Tickets to TALKING PICTURES are on 
sale now and can be purchased by call-
ing the Irving Arts Center’s Box Office at 
972.252.2787 or by ordering tickets online 
at www.irvingartscenter.com.

COMMUNITY EVENTS
To list your event in the Rambler, please 

contact Joe at  972-870-1992 or  
joes@ramblernewspapers.net

hard part.”
Stop the Stigma, a non-profit that 

supports mental health issues, set 
up a silent auction of memorabilia 
including a corpse used to promote 
‘The Autopsy of Jane Doe.’ All pro-
ceeds from the auction are used to 
raise money for mental health is-
sues through education and offering 
financial assistance.

“We started at the end of 2015 
after one of our FrightMare volun-
teers unfortunately committed sui-
cide,” Kade Anderson said. “Llyod 
and Sue [Cryer, founders of Texas 
Frightmare] approached me. They 
said we’ve got to do something.”

Anderson, who has been vol-
unteering at Frightmare for seven 
years, and Stop the Stigma president 
Heather Smith are both licensed 
therapists and wanted to make a dif-
ference at the festival.

“We’ve got to make something 
happen so that this doesn’t happen 
again,” Anderson said.

Michael and Samantha Campos 
were excited to take in all of the hor-
ror elements. The couple has been 
coming to the weekend since 2013 
and says it has changed a lot in the 
last five years.

“It’s getting way more packed,” 
Michael said. “A lot more people are 
coming now and otherwise it’s still 
great people. Everyone’s really cool. 
We haven’t had a bad experience 
here.”

Michael hopes his attendance is a 
memory he can share with his kids 
and get them into horror. He offered 
advice to anyone looking to start 
watching horror films.

“Start with the classics. Start with 
Friday the 13th, Nightmare on Elm 
Street, Halloween. Start with that 
and get a feel for it,” he said. “Some-
times I’ll try to show people movies 
from the 60s and 70s and they’re not 
having it. I lose them within the first 
ten minutes.”

Haylinn Beth (left, 8) and Lilly Beth (middle, 10) gasp in surprise at a jar containing a fetal pig during the annual Texas Frightmare 
Weekend. The three day event is one of the largest horror expos in the south. / Photo by John Starkey

A love of music makes everything less scary at the Texas Frightmare Weekend, held May 
5 through 7 at the Hyatt Regency DFW. / Photo by Joe Snell
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“I think the numbers show that we 
got people excited about coming out 
to vote.”

The new mayor has also devel-
oped a relationship with Irving 
businesses through his service as 
president of the board of the Val-
ley Ranch Association, working as 
a member of the Irving Planning 
and Zoning Commission, the Dallas 
Area Rapid Transit Board and the 
Irving Flood Control District Board 
among other organizations. 

“My management style has al-
ways been that I bring the people I 
work with together and ask what do 
they want to do,” Stopfer said. “As a 
mayor, I’m just one of nine people. 
You’ve got to have the other eight 
people excited about what they’re 
doing. Whatever that issue is that 
pulls at a council person, then that’s 
what they should be working on so 
they feel fulfilled and they need to 
feel they’ve accomplished some-
thing.”

According to Stopfer’s campaign 
website, among some of his top pri-
orities are addressing the condition 
of our roadways, water and sewer 
lines. He says our corporate sector 
continues to grow and we need to 
turn our attention to redevelopment 
opportunities and beautification 
projects in South Irving. He also will 
champion reinvesting in ICTN and 

focus on digital communications.
Other results on the evening in-

cluded Oscar Ward (83.6 percent, 
1869 votes) defeating Abdel Elhas-
san (16.3 percent, 365 votes) for the 
City Council District 5 seat.

Nell Ann Hunt won the Irving 
ISD School Board District No. 2 race 
with 66.7 percent of the vote. 

In Coppell, Mark Hill defeated 
Maggie Lucas (49.5 percent, 1,348 
votes) in the race for Place 7 of the 
Coppell City Council. Hill was be-
hind in early voting, but ended elec-
tion night narrowly winning with 
50.5 percent of the votes (1,374 
votes).

In the Coppell race for Place 5, 
David Caviness (66.4 percent, 2,277 
votes) defeated Vara Kuppam (33.6 

genre as Machete Kills, but it’s just 
got kids in it, so they’re really not 
that far apart.”

Latin American characters and 
themes are featured heavily in Ro-
driguez’ work, and the filmmaker 
admitted that the current political 
landscape reflects in some of his 
past projects.

“I’m not really tapped into the 
Latino professionals, but I do know 
people are going to be writing about 
it,” Rodriguez said. “If you remem-
ber Machete Kills, they had a wall 
already built in that movie. I wrote 
about that as a joke, because I 
didn’t think it would ever happen. I 
thought it might happen, but it was 
really a sci-fi version of our universe. 
Now they’re going to build it, so it’s 
kind of funny that I already wrote 
it.” 

Rodriguez has worked across film 
and TV and takes on the challenge 
of transitioning between mediums.

“The hardest part of the whole 
process was realizing that I was now 
having to perform at a professional 
level in a medium that I didn’t un-
derstand,” Rodriguez said. “I wasn’t 
a TV man, I wrote features. The idea 
of being asked to write on a TV show, 
at the speed that I was asked to, 
seemed terrifying at the time when 
I went in until I realized that this 
process was there to support you as 
a writer. I was going to make up for 

the things I didn’t know, and then 
you get through it, because it’s not 
just you writing, it’s you and six oth-
er people. After that, anything else 
that came my way, I knew I could do 
it because that was so hard.” 

Rodriguez’ most recent project 
has been as a staff writer for the 
TV series adaptation of From Dusk 
till Dawn, which is based upon the 
1996 horror/action film of the same 
name. Learning as much as one can 
about the genre and figuring out 
what hasn’t been done, he said, is 
important to being an original sto-
ryteller.

“Like any other industry, any oth-
er profession, it is the process,” he 
said. “If you became a historian, you 
would read all the history that you 
were able and decide what history 
had not been told. It’s the same in 
horror.

“The truth is, everything I’m say-
ing sounds very intellectual, but if 
someone asked me how to write a 
horror screenplay, I would ask them 
what they are scared of. Then, ev-
erything comes from that question. 
What are you afraid of? What really, 
truly makes human beings afraid? 
That’s the purpose of horror, to 
explore the idea of what makes us 
afraid. Secondly, what is true evil to 
you? That’s the second question. If 
you can answer those two questions 
you’ll write forever.”

HORROR LECTURE
Continued from Page 1

Candidates Early Voting Election Day Total Percentage

Rick Stopfer 4333 2460 6793 67.49%

Kristi Weaver Pena 1136 848 1984 19.71%

Elvia Espino
506 396 902

9.96%

J.C. Gonzalez 191 195 386 3.84%

percent, 1,150).
At Coppell ISD, Thom Hulme 

(52.5 percent, 1,778 votes) defeated 
Ron Hansen (47.5 percent, 1,609 
votes) in the race for Place 4 on the 
CISD Board of Trustees.

By Matthew Pedersen
Mothers Against Drunk Driving 

(MADD) recently hosted a confer-
ence in Austin, gathering together 
major supporters with Texas State 
Legislators to share the findings of 
an annual report. The report, which 
focused on the effects that mandato-
ry ignition interlock devices have on 
drunk drivers, showed the devices 
stopped nearly 350,000 unlawful 
attempts to start vehicles nation-
wide.

“We were meeting to garner sup-
port for HB 2089, SB 761, and SB 
664, all of which ask for interlock 
devices to be part of any deferred to 
judication agreement that a court 
makes with an offender,” Ron Syl-
van, MADD’s Affiliate Executive Di-
rector, said. “They would require a 
six month use of the interlock, and if 
the offender successfully meets all of 
the requirements of his or her court 
order stipulations, then the offense 
would be wiped from their record.

“We had a tremendous response. 
We rally our staff across the state. 
In Texas we have six affiliates, and 
the staff in those affiliates rally the 
victims in their authority. We all go 
down to Austin and start knocking 

MADD conference urges 
legislative changes

on doors. It’s a long day, but we’re 
very driven by our mission. We vis-
it every representative and every 
senator in the state of Texas, and 
we share our position on these bills 
and educate those legislators when 
needed.

“Another important piece of that 
legislation is if at some point af-
ter that the same offender offends 
again, then the second offense 
would be treated as a second of-
fense,” Sylvan said. “In other words, 
it would enhance the offense, unlike 
current law, which would treat it as 
a first offense again. 

“We know that interlock devices 
save lives, and we think that these 
are very strong bills. They are sup-
ported by defense attorneys across 
the state of Texas. We’re very hope-
ful that these bills will come to frui-
tion and become law,” he said.

Sylvan mentioned some of the 
support the bills have in the Texas 
Senate and House of Representa-
tives.

“The three bills mirror them-
selves,” Sylvan said. “James White 
is the sponsor of HB 2089. SB 761 
is authored and sponsored by Jose 
Mendez; and SB 664 authored and 

By Ariel Graham
For over 60 years, Irving Cares 

has been providing families in need 
with help they cannot receive any-
where else, from career services to 
groceries for the week. However, 
their food pantry is in need of a few 
very important items.

Irving Cares first started in 1957, 
after a tornado tore through Dallas 
and left many without food. 

“People didn’t know where to 
turn to give help or to get help,” Ir-
ving Cares’ CEO Teddie Story said. 
“They wanted to create a central in-
formation center, and they wanted 
to eliminate hunger. Those two pro-
grams are the cornerstone of what 
was founded back then, and those 
are still two things we do today one 
family at a time.”

Today, in addition to providing 

Irving Cares helps community through donations
food and information, Irving Cares 
also provides families in need with 
financial assistance for rent and 
bills, as well as helping them find 
gainful employment; but the food 
pantry still remains one of the major 
services the organization provides.

The food pantry provides over 
800 Irving families with emergency 
groceries every month. In addition 
to donations from the community, 
the pantry also partners with local 
retailers like Kroger, Tom Thumb 
and Target to procure not only 
canned goods, but fresh meats and 
dairy as well.

“When I first started volunteering 
here, we had canned everything,” 
Story said. “We had no fresh milk, 
no fresh meat, no fresh eggs, and 
we didn’t have any meat in the food 
orders. But [things have improved] 

because of the great partnerships we 
have with our retail partners, and 
also because the community itself 
has better supported the food pan-
try than ever before.”

Despite the retail and community 
donations, there are still a few areas 
where the pantry is lacking - in fact, 
they’re in short supply of a major 
food group: fruits. 

Kyle Taylor is the Community Di-
rector for Irving Cares, and also runs 
the food pantry. 

“Fresh fruit is really hard to get, 
and even canned fruit is difficult to 
get,” Taylor said. “A lot of people are 
good with the macaroni and cheese, 
green beans, and corn, which is all 
great. A lot of times, people don’t 
associate fruit with food pantries. 
Number one, because it’s expensive. 
But fruit is a nutritional element 

that we need inside our food pan-
tries to meet the nutritional needs 
[of the customers.]”

Teddie Story agreed fruits, partic-
ularly fresh fruits, are one of the top 
needs for the food pantry. She add-
ed that most people do not bother to 
donate fresh fruits because they be-
lieve the pantry cannot store them 
properly. 

“I think people believe we just 
don’t have the capacity to handle it,” 
Story said. “We have tremendous 
refrigeration and freezer space, and 
we could handle fresh produce if we 
had it. Now, we can’t have palettes of 
it, but we can handle a pretty large 
volume.”

Another often-overlooked need 
of the food pantry is hygiene items, 
such as toilet paper, toothbrushes 
and travel-sized toiletries like sham-
poo and mouthwash. While the pan-
try does primarily focus of food, Kyle 
Taylor said that oftentimes if a fam-
ily is unable to buy groceries, they 
cannot buy toiletries either, and Ir-
ving Cares makes good use of these 
hygienic donations.

”We use [travel size toiletries] 
in two different ways,” Taylor said. 
“We use those for our families that 
come to us and may request them 
and ask for them. Also, during our 
employment services seminar, we 
hand those out, because we talk 

about hygiene during interviews. 
Those hygiene products might give 
somebody a leg up over somebody 
else to get that living wage job that 
we’re trying to get them to.”

In spite of these shortages, Taylor 
said community donations are on 
the increase.

“The biggest thing that would 
help us is this: just take us into your 
world,” Taylor said. “If you’ve been 
to Irving Cares, you know about and 
are familiar with Irving Cares, just 
take us into your world. Talk about 
Irving Cares. If you’ve got kids in 
school, PTA, sports teams, band, 
choir, arts program or whatever, 
just take us into your world.”

Teddie Story also said that if peo-
ple do not want to donate food, cash 
is always welcome. 

“If you donate cash to Irving 
Cares, we can procure products 
at a lesser costs than retail,” Sto-
ry said. “Our partnership with the 
North Texas Food Bank allows us 
to get food for as little as five cents a 
pound. That means 20 pounds for a 
dollar versus when you go to grocery 
and find just one can for a dollar. 
That’s a pretty good deal.”

Irving Cares is located at 440 
South Nursery Road inside the Hu-
man Services Building. Donations 
are accepted Monday through Fri-
day between 9:30 a.m. and 3 p.m.

sponsored by Don Huffines. Over 
the course of several weeks of con-
versations with a variety of people, 
MADD being included, district at-
torneys across the state, the support 
behind these bills is big, and we have 
high hopes for the bills passing.”

Even under the current law, the 
interlock devices have been respon-
sible for stopping hundreds of thou-
sands of drunk drivers.

“Here in Texas alone over the past 
ten years, interlocks have stopped 
245,000 drunk drivers from getting 
behind the wheel and driving,” Syl-
van said. “The numbers are signifi-
cantly larger than when you look at 
the rest of the U.S.

“I think it’s important to focus 
on the current law, in which a first-
time offender, as long as they don’t 
exceed .15 BAC, can opt for deferred 
adjudication without an interlock. 
They might opt to just have their 
drivers’ license suspended. Data re-
search, time and time ago, show that 
50-75 percent of drunk drivers con-
tinue to drive on suspended licens-
es, so it doesn’t really protect the 
public from those offenders. Thus, 

See MADD
Page 7

*unofficial election results
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DEATH NOTICES

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

Carolyn DeLorge – Oct. 16, 1940 – May 3, 2017
Rosemary Johnson – March 20, 1920 – May 4, 2017

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

Pat Drebitko – Sept. 21, 1941 – April 30, 2017

much the scholarship meant to her. 
“I truly believe this scholarship 

represents more than just myself,” 
Baseer said. “When a local business 
gives a student financial support for 
college, it is an investment in the 
future of our community. It means 
the world to have this opportunity, 
because this contribution impacts 
the sustainability of my family and 
future educational plans.” 

Baseer wants to continue the work 
of her benefactors and someday of-
fer her own scholarships to other 
students. 

“One day I hope to be in the same 
shoes of our great community lead-
ers who are in this room. With the 
ability to financially support a prom-
ising young student, I would be 
completing a full circle of success,” 
Baseer said.

Sofia Rodriguez from Nimitz High 
School received the Nicholas’ Schol-
arship, an award for students plan-
ning to pursue degrees in journalism 
or the arts. 

“It’s a big opportunity to be able 
to pursue what I love and enjoy and 

also what I want to do in life,” Ro-
driguez said. Rodriguez plans to get 
her journalism degree at University 
of Texas in Austin.

Hope Cachay of Singley Academy 
received the Carol Wood Culinary 
Arts and Small Business Scholar-
ship. She plans to attend Johnson 
and Wales University in the Applied 
Nutrition and Dietetics program. 

“My financial burden will be low-
ered, which is a great burden that 
will be taken off my shoulders,” 
Cachay said. “That’s what really mo-
tivated me to get this scholarship.”

Katherine Maberry of Nimitz High 
School received the Judy Hammond 
Memorial Athletic Scholarship. She 
has not decided on a school yet, but 
plans to pursue a meteorology de-
gree with a minor in environmental 
science. 

“Getting this scholarship means 
so much to me, because it gives 
me motivation to pursue my career 
in meteorology and gives me the 
means to get there,” Maberry said.

Eileen Romero of Singley Acade-
my received one of four Irving Las 

Colinas Rotary Scholarships. She 
plans to attend Abilene Christian 
University and pursue a degree in 
biology.

“I’m a part of the Rotary Club at 
my school, and because of my ex-
tra-curricular activities, I got the 
scholarship,” Romero said. “[Get-
ting this scholarship] means that 
it’ll be a little less that I have to pay 
for when I go to school, and it means 
that my hard work paid off.”

The program featured keynote 
speakers Edward Lopez and Dr. 
Douglas Won, both successful for-
mer students of Irving ISD. 

“I didn’t even know that such a 
thing as Irving Schools Foundation 
Scholarships existed when I was in 
high school,” Won said. “Just like I 
had more opportunity than my fa-
ther, you already have more oppor-
tunity than I had when I was in high 
school. 

“Stay focused, stay hungry, follow 
your passion. Never let anyone tell 
you that you can’t succeed. If they 
say you’re not worthy, push them 
aside and prove them wrong.”

BREAKFAST WITH THE STARS
Continued from Page 1

I was born at 1204 Sanger Ave. in 
south Dallas, Texas. My parents im-
migrated from Russia, my mother, 
Molly Esther Utay, with her family 
when she was six and my father, 
Harry Abe Finneburgh, when he 
was eighteen. My father ran a small 
grocery store in an annex of the 
house that we lived in. He had made 
our living by peddling fruit & vege-
tables in a wagon, and then started 
the store. He died when 1 was about 
2 years old so I do not remember 
him at all. My mother died when I 
was about 5 years old so I remem-
ber her somewhat. Since my broth-
ers were in the service (WWII), my 
oldest sister, Goldie, took my sister, 
Irene, and me to raise. After Irene 
married at age 17, Goldie married 
Isadore Lansky and Goldie and I 
went to live with him and his sister 
in their house at 6119 Velasco Street 
off of Skillman Street in east Dallas. 
I attended Woodrow Wilson High 
School while living there; however, 
Goldie and Isadore separated and I 
actually graduated from there while 
living with Goldie on Hudnall Street 
in the Oak Lawn area of Dallas.. 
After graduation, I worked sum-
mers and saved my money and with 
scholarships was able to attend U.T. 
at Austin and graduated in June, 
1961, with a BBA (majors in busi-

ness and education). I got almost 
all of my nice clothes from elemen-
tary school through college from 
Marci Lee Mfg. at cost because my 
uncle, Aaron Shwarts, husband of 
my mother’s sister, Lena, was sales 
manager and probably a stockhold-
er in the company. The factory was 
located a half block from Pollock Pa-
per Company on Cockrell Ave. in S. 
Dallas off Lamar. This made it con-
venient, since Goldie, my sister who 
reared me after my parents’s deaths, 
worked at Pollock Paper Company 
and it was a only a half block noon 
time trip to pick up gannents. Much 
of Goldie’s clothing also came from 
Marci Lee. 1957 was first senior 
class to graduate from other than 
the Woodrow Wilson high school 
auditorium. Graduation was held at 
State Fair Music Hall in Fair Park. 
There were over 500 in the gradu-
ating class. I graduated with honors. 
Awards received: National Honor 
Society, Linz Honor Award Four 
Year Scholarship, Everts Scholar-
ship Honor Award. I found this in 
the Union Prayer Book presented by 
the Sisterhood of Temple Emanu-El 
to me with my name imprinted in 
gold on June 6, 1954 at my Confir-
mation. Following is the verbal ad-
dress I made at that event: THE OP-
PORTUNITIES OF THE SABBATH 

1. MEMORY When we remember 
the Sabbath, we remember much 
more than one day of the week. We 
remember an institution which has 
become Judaism’s cornerstone. 
God rested on the seventh day and 
sanctified it and made it holy. Mo-
ses called it “a sign between God 
and the children of Israel forever”. 
Isaiah called it “a day of delight”, 
and Jewish mystics spoke of it as the 
“Bride of Israel”. It is fitting for us to 
think of the Sabbath at this import-
ant service. How will we regard the 
Sabbath ? What will it mean to us ? 
Only our actions and attitudes in the 
days and years to come will provide 
the answers to the questions. Let us 
pause to realize that the Sabbath is 
an opportunity to rest, to reflect, to 
pray, and to sing. After graduation 
from UT Austin, I worked for Hunt 
Oil Company for a while, moved to 
Denver, Colorado for about a year 
and then returned to Dallas to work 
for Texas Instruments. I did not 
use my lifetime teacher’s certificate 
because the pay was so low, but I 
did use my teaching skills at Texas 
Instruments in “on-the job” train-
ing of employees. I worked there in 
various positions from 1964 and un-
til early retirement in 1992. I began 
as an hourly pay secretary as there 
were few salary positions for wom-

PAULA PEARL FINNEBURGH CALVERT

en at that time. I 
later was promot-
ed to salary po-
sitions including 
liaison between 
semiconductor 
sales and defense 
d e p a r t m e n t , 
buyer, manufac-
turing engineer, 
and government 
contract auditor 
in the defense 
department. I 
worked on the 
first watch and 
many of the cal-
culators prod-
ucts while in the 
semiconductor 
division and lat-
er on classified 
programs in the 
defense division, 
including some 
programs involv-

Written February 2017 by Paula. 

Unfortunately Pancreatic cancer 
had returned and took Paula’s life 
on May 4, 2017 despite the extreme 
efforts of Dr. Udit Verma, her oncol-
ogist, and the UTSW Medical team. 
Paula always fought her illness with 
courage and a great smile. She is 
Ray’s hero! Paula is survived by 
her husband, H. Ray Calvert, Sons 
Kenneth Calvert and his wife Jan-
ice, Jim Calvert and his wife Wendy, 
and daughter Kathy DeLeon; nine 
grandchildren; fifteen great-grand-
children and two great-great-grand-
children. She loved traveling in her 
RV, caring for her pets and plants, 
and doing just about anything Ray 
wanted to do. Housework and 
cooking were not favorite things 
although she did them well. Me-
morial contributions may be di-
rected to UT Southwestern Medical 
Center, P.O. Box 910888, Dallas, 
TX 75391-0888 or online at www.
utsouthwesternedu/donatenow. 
“To support Pancreatic Cancer Re-
search.” - See more at: http://www.
legacy.com/obituaries/dallasmorn-
ingnews/obituary.aspx?n=pau-
la-pearl-calvert&pid=185318783&f-
hid=5721#sthash.DCCg4cIX.dpuf.

Five Irving ISD students proudly show off their new scholarships. 150 high school seniors from the school district celebrated at the 
30th annual Breakfast with the Stars at the Irving Convention Center. / Photo by Ariel Graham

ing the CIA that I could not talk 
about. In 1973 my sister Goldie in-
troduced me to Ray Calvert who 
became my husband on April 26, 
1976. We were married in the study 
of Temple Emanuel by Rabbi Ben-
perod. We bought our home in Ir-
ving and never moved. In March, 
2011, I was diagnosed with Pan-
creatic Cancer and as of February 
2017,1 am in remission making me 
an almost 6 year survivor, almost a 
miracle. I underwent chemotherapy 
and radiation followed by surgery in 
the summer of 2011. Other health 
issues include a major heart attack 
in 1988, multiple kidney stone op-
erations, gout and diabetis and have 
developed lung nodules. Of my five 
siblings (I am the youngest), I am 
the only one to live past 70. An anec-
dote that my family is fond of telling 
is that when 1 was born my father’s 
niece who could not have children 
wanted to adopt me. The niece told 
my mother she already had five chil-
dren and could give her one. My 
mother said “I also have five fingers. 
Which one should I give you?” That 
niece is the one that said I should 
be called “Paula” and not “Pearl” al-
though that is the name on my birth 
certificate. 

Fifth-grade GT student Raissa 
Contreras of Brandenburg Elemen-
tary received the bronze award af-
ter participating in the 2017 Texas 
Holocaust & Genocide Commission 
(THGC) Student Essay Contest. 

The contest asked third through 
eighth graders to describe how they 
respond to propaganda in their dai-
ly lives, a prompt inspired by the 
U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum’s 
traveling exhibit State of Decep-

Brandenburg writer 
wins essay contest

tion. Raissa and her winning essay, 
“Don’t Talk Like Her,” will be recog-
nized at the May school board meet-
ing on May 22. 

SOURCE Irving ISD
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LEGALS

CLASSIFIEDS

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY

FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY

Proposed Flood Hazard Determinations for the City of Irving, Dallas County, 
Texas,  Case No. 16-06-4337P. The Department of Homeland Security’s Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) solicits technical information or comments 
on proposed flood hazard determinations for the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), 
and where applicable, the Flood Insurance Study (FIS) report for your community.  
These flood hazard determinations may include the addition or modification of Base 
Flood Elevations, base flood depths, Special Flood Hazard Area boundaries or zone 
designations, or the regulatory floodway.  The FIRM and, if applicable, the FIS report 
have been revised to reflect these flood hazard determinations through issuance 
of a Letter of Map Revision (LOMR), in accordance with Title 44, Part 65 of the 
Code of Federal Regulations.  These determinations are the basis for the floodplain 
management measures that your community is required to adopt or show evidence 
of having in effect to qualify or remain qualified for participation in the National Flood 
Insurance Program.  For more information on the proposed flood hazard determinations 
and information on the statutory 90-day period provided for appeals, please visit FEMA’s 
website at www.fema.gov/plan/prevent/fhm/bfe, or call the FEMA Map Information 
eXchange (FMIX) toll free at 1-877-FEMA MAP (1-877-336-2627).

RAMBLER
Freelancers Needed

Call 972-870-1992

Troy
Hi. I'm Troy. I'm about 2 years old, and was brought in because I kept escaping my yard. 
You might notice from my picture that I'm a handsome boy. What you might not notice is my 
unusual small ears. So it is anyone's guess what the mix is. But possibly I have some Shar 
Pei genes. My former family did a great job socializing me; as I'm good with other dogs and 
have a passion for human companionship, including children. I'm looking for a family that 
will play with me, hang out with me, and love me. I know a few commands, including that 
I'm good on a leash. If you are looking for a social loving boy that is in need of a forever 
home, then let's meet.

Mia
Hi there my unique name is MIA SARA. Did you know Mia comes 
from an Egyptian name meaning Beloved. I can become your 
beloved very easily-just come by this awesome shelter and ask 
for me. I am an adorable 4 year old black and white young lady. 
I was brought here because some of the other cats in the house 
began to pick on me� I am so sweet and I love to be loved. Put
your hand in my cage and I will come right up and start rubbing 
against your hand. Please come by soon and let me become 
your beloved new family member .

EMPLOYMENT

VS Solutions, Inc. located in Irving, Texas is 
seeking a Technical Lead (QA) with Bach-
elor’s Degree in Electronics or Software 
Engineering Testing on Set Top boxes Ad 
Insertion Prepare exec TCs 5-yrs progres-
sive exp Travel within US may be Req’d 
Apply at hr@vssolutions.com.

ELECTRICAL ENGINEER: Design, Ana-
lyze power systems.  Knowledge of IEEE 
Std 1584, SKM, ETAP, ASPEN, EZPower, 
short-circuit, protective device coordination, 
arc-flash and power quality, low, medium 
and high-voltage up to 500 kV. RTU, RT-
AC,SEL 2030 Communication Experience 
Modbus, SCADA.  Masters in Electrical En-
gineering.   Shermco Industries, Irving, TX.  
Send resumes to: careers@shermco.com

Sales Manager (position in Irving, TX  
75038)

Manage sales of integrated enterprise 
software solutions and services for the 
construction industry, including for the con-
struction and engineering, facilities main-
tenance and service, house building and 
property development, and supply chain 
and e-commerce sectors.  Manage devel-
opment and implementation of sales plans 
targeting key customer accounts.  Manage 
growth of sales through market studies and 
evaluation of growth potential.  Manage 
launch of sales campaigns, advertising of 
products and services to customers, and 
training of business development profes-
sionals.  Manage client relations, contract 
negotiations, customer accounts, and trade 
show participation.  Manage planning and 
implementation of sales budget.

Must have two years of experience in 
managing sales of integrated enterprise 
software solutions and services for the con-
struction industry. 

Please submit in duplicate your resume 
and cover letter referencing position #0421 
to: Construction Industry Solutions Corp., 
Attn. Steve DiBiase, Director of Human Re-
sources, 6 Airport Park Blvd., Latham, NY  
12110.  Construction Industry Solutions 
Corp. is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

American Airlines has multiple openings for 
the following positions in Irving, Texas: Sr. 
Analyst Performance & Data Analytics; and 
Manager, Cargo Strategic Alliance. Relat-
ed degree and/or experience and/or skills 
required.  For additional information or to 
apply, go to www.aa.com/careers

The CITY OF IRVING, Texas will receive 
sealed responses to the following 
solicitations in the Purchasing Division, 
835 W. Irving Blvd, until the date and time 
below and will open responses on that 
date: 
1. ITB #159M-17F Water Meter 

Boxes 
Due Date: 05/26/17 @ 3:00 p.m. 

Responses should be submitted online 
no later than the due date and time 
shown above. Late responses cannot be 
accepted, so please allow ample time to 
submit your response. Information may 
be found at cityofirving.ionwave.net/
Purchasing
Phone: 972.721.2631

***PUBLIC NOTICE***
City of Irving

Notice of Public Meeting
Assessment of Fair Housing

May 13, 2017

CITY of IRVING – Planning and Community Development Department
825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas  75060
972-721-4800
E-Mail: vebner@cityofirving.org

The City of Irving will be holding a public meeting on June 2, 2017 at 7pm at Senter Park 
Recreation Center located at 901 S. Senter St. This meeting is intended to inform residents 
about the Assessment of Fair Housing (AFH) and provide an opportunity for all to participate in 
the AFH planning process.  

The Assessment of Fair Housing (AFH) is a legal requirement that the City must complete in 
order to continue receiving federal housing and community development funding from the United 
States Department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD). Specifically, the AFH is an analysis 
undertaken pursuant to 24 CFR Part 5.152 that includes the analysis of fair housing data, an 
assessment of housing issues and contributing factors, and identification of fair housing priorities 
and goals specific to Irving.  Examples of fair housing issues include regional demographics, 
segregation, racially and ethnically concentrated areas of poverty, access to opportunity, 
disproportionate housing need, publicly supported housing, access to persons with disabilities, 
and fair housing enforcement and outreach capacity.  

Residents, businesses, nonprofit organizations and/or churches in Irving and surrounding 
communities are encouraged to attend and provide input.  Anyone unable to attend this meeting, 
but wish to make their views known may do so by submitting written comments to Vicki Ebner 
at City of Irving Planning and Community Development Department, 825 W. Irving Blvd, Irving, 
Texas 75060 or by email to vebner@cityofirving.org. 

Nimitz innovators win award
Nimitz High School stu-

dents Harrison Nguyen 
and Luis Solano won the 
Irving-Las Colinas Cham-
ber of Commerce Innova-
tion Award. The Innovation 
Award is an annual compe-
tition intended to spur inno-
vation and inspire creativity 
among high school students 
in Irving. As the winners, 
Nguyen and Solano received 
a $2,000 check and will 
have the opportunity work 
with engineers and industry 
specialists this summer to 
further develop their innova-
tion.

SOURCE Irving ISD
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American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Evening Lions Club

1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm
Community Bible Church

2301 Texas Drive
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Hallelujah Pool Players

Every Wed. @ Noon
Heritage Senior Center

200 S Jefferson St., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month 
7:30 to 9 PM

Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
 Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Second Tuesday each month @ 7:30 P.M.

132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm 
IHOP on Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Chateau on Wildbriar Lake

1515 Hard Rock Road
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS

* It was American novelist and activist Anne Lamott 
who made the following sage observation: “Joy is the 
best makeup.”

* Scottish-American industrialist and philanthropist 
Andrew Carnegie was determined not to get married 
so long as his mother was alive. He stuck to his deci-
sion, too -- the same year that his mother died, Carn-
egie finally wed at the age of 51. When his daughter 
was born the following year, Carnegie bestowed his 
mother’s name on her. 

* In 2014, it became illegal in Russia to use profanity 
in the theater, in films and at other cultural events. 

* Before American music icon Ella Fitzgerald became famous as the First Lady 
of Song and the Queen of Jazz, she started out -- as so many performers have 
-- at Harlem’s Apollo Theater. She was 17 years old, and she didn’t intend to sing; 
she had planned to perform a dance number. Before it was her turn to perform, 
though, there was a dance act so good that she felt intimidated, so she changed 
her plan. It was a good idea, evidently -- not only did she win first prize for the 
night, she went on to take home one of the inaugural Grammy Awards, as well as 
12 more over the course of her career. She also was awarded the National Medal 
of Arts, the Presidential Medal of Freedom, and the George and Ira Gershwin 
Award for Lifetime Musical Achievement. Not bad for a would-be dancer. 

* Those who study such things say that, geologically speaking, Florida is the 
youngest of all the United States -- that is to say, it emerged from the ocean more 
recently than any of the other 49. 
***
Thought for the Day: “The ideals which have lighted my way, and time after time 
have given me new courage to face life cheerfully, have been Kindness, Beauty, 
and Truth.” -- Albert Einstein

1. GEOGRAPHY: What river borders 
Maryland and Washington, D.C.?
2. MOVIES: What was the name of the 
sea witch in “The Little Mermaid”?
3. HISTORY: In what year did the 

nuclear disaster at Chernobyl take place?
4. MUSIC: Which singer/songwriter composed the song 
“Calendar Girl”?
5. SCIENCE: What do dendrologists study?
6. LANGUAGE: What does the Japanese word “kamikaze” 
mean?
7. PROVERBS: What is the ending of the proverb that begins, 
“A watched pot ... “?
8. LITERATURE: Which confessional poet of the 20th century 
used the pseudonym Victoria Lucas? 
9. PSYCHOLOGY: What is the fear represented in apiphobia? 
10. ANCIENT WORLD: Eratosthenes is considered the father 
of what field of study?

Answers
1. The Potomac
2. Ursula
3. 1986
4. Neil Sedaka
5. Trees and shrubs
6. Divine wind
7. ... never boils.
8. Sylvia Plath
9. A fear of bees
10. Geography
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WORSHIP 
ADS

To list your house of worship in the 
Rambler, please contact Joe

at  972-870-1992 or 
JoeS@ramblernewspapers.net

UNITY CHURCH
Unity of Irving

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class

11:00 AM Service
& Children’s Church

Reverend Frank Pounders
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-5083

unitychurchofirving.com

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third,  75060

972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Chapel
Second and fourth Sundays

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

First Church of Christ, Scientist
2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 75061

972-253-7202
www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-0476

access code 884879
For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.
972-790-8606 

www.BeltLineChurch.com

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W. Airport Freeway Irving Tx
972-255-4185

www.ppumc.org

UNITED METHODIST

WORSHIP

972-870-1992

the importance of these bills that are 
being considered right now, would 
make it mandatory for those offend-
ers to have interlock devices in their 
cars for a period of six months.” 

MADD is focusing most of its 
support into making the interlock 
devices mandatory after a drunk 
driving conviction.

“MADD’s number one legislative 
priority is to have ignition interlock 
devices installed for all convicted 
drunk drivers,” Sylvan said. “Twen-
ty-eight states and Washington DC 
have all offender ignition interlock 
laws as we speak. Again, data shows 
us that they save lives. That is our 
number one priority. What’s im-
portant is that we’re protecting the 
public from these offenders going 
out and causing any further harm to 
the general public.”

Sylvan mentioned a handful of 
individuals in attendance at the 
conference who have been directly 
affected by drunk drivers, including 
one Texas resident who lost his son 
to a drunk driver. 

“That particular day culminated 
with a press conference that fea-
tured the authors of all three bills, 
as well as a representative from 
AAA, one of the local district at-
torneys, and a victim named Gary 
Hoff from El Paso who shared with 
everyone how an offender impacted 
his life. He happened to have a son 
named Garrett who was killed by a 

drunk driver, and he has become a 
huge advocate for MADD in terms 
of pushing for stricter drunk driving 
laws,” he said.

“This is a mission unlike any 
other. I’ve never seen more com-
mitted volunteers associated with 
any organization as I’ve seen with 
Mothers Against Drunk Driving,” 
Sylvan said. “These folks have cer-
tainly been touched personally by 
the issue, and are huge advocates for 
stricter legislation across the board 
trying to eliminate this crime. That’s 
where we want the general public to 
focus, that these are crimes, they’re 
preventable crimes, and that the in-
terlock devices are just one step in 
preventing these crimes from hap-
pening a second, third, or fourth 
time.

“Our hearts go out to the victims 
of these senseless crimes. It’s really 
rare to go any day in the Metroplex 
and not hear something in the news 
in regards to a drunk driving crash,” 
he said. “The people who commit 
these crimes make a decision to get 
behind the steering wheel of a car 
and drive in an impaired state of 
mind, causing huge harm to many, 
many people in their own commu-
nities. We constantly urge the pub-
lic to get behind us, and to keep 
reminding our judges, our prosecu-
tors, and our legislators that this can 
be prevented.”

MADD
Continued from Page 3

The MacArthur High School choir 
performed for the Lone Star Mu-
sic Festival and earned a Superior 
rating for their performance. The 
judges also awarded Mac Choir Out-
standing in Class for being the best 
choir of all the choirs in their clas-
sification. 

SOURCE Irving ISD

MacArthur earns 
best in class at

Lone Star
Music Festival

SAN ANTONIO - Whataburg-
er is proud to announce that after 
competing against more than 800 
Whataburger locations in an intense 
series of elimination rounds for the 
past six months, three restaurant 
teams and three maintenance teams 
were named champions in a cere-
mony this weekend. 

Among restaurant teams, Wha-
taburger Unit 4 located at 510 S. 
14th St. in Kingsville took home 
the Gold Medal, Unit 751 located at 
2000 State Highway 26 in Grape-
vine took home the Silver Medal, 
and Unit 839 at 2203 E. Evans Road 
in San Antonio won the Bronze 
Medal. Maintenance Games Com-
petition medalists include:
Gold: Houston, Texas Area 
Silver: Mississippi, Ala-
bama and Florida Area 
Bronze: Central Texas Area 
Combined, the champion teams 
take home winnings from a pool of 
more than $200,000 in cash prizes 
to share with team members who 
stayed behind to manage restau-
rants while their coworkers repre-
sented them in the competition in 
Grapevine, Texas. Restaurant final-
ist teams are made up of 15 com-
petitors, and maintenance teams 
are made up of four competitors. 
Each member of Gold Medal-win-

Whatagames champions cook up
big win in national competition 

ning teams receives $5,000, each 
Silver Medal team member wins 
$2,500, and each Bronze Medal 
team member wins $1,000. Addi-
tionally, all Whataburger employ-
ees (known as Family Members) at 
the winning restaurants receive 10 
percent of the finalist prize amount; 
$500, $250 and $100, respectively. 
Whataburger maintenance ser-
vice technicians also competed 
in regional teams for medals and 
cash prizes in the Maintenance 
Games Competition, where teams 
participated in a variety of chal-
lenges including a hands-on com-
petition where each team trou-
bleshoots and repairs equipment 
in the restaurant. This portion of 
WhataGames is designed to rein-
force the quality of maintenance 
work by testing service, productiv-
ity, organization and knowledge.  
WhataGames is famed in compa-
ny culture, and going home with 
the Gold Medal brings winners the 
ultimate in prestige. The goal of 
the competition is to help Family 
Members improve their operational 
knowledge and skills in three cate-
gories: operations, corporate history 
and customer service. All the more 
than 800 Whataburger restaurants 
companywide started out in the 
competition, before being narrowed 

down to 121 semifinalists. Then 23 fi-
nalist teams competed in Grapevine. 
“We’ve heard feedback that our 
Family Members love being able to 
improve their teamwork and lead-
ership skills in a fun, competitive 
environment,” said Rob Rodriguez, 
senior vice president of restau-
rants for Whataburger. “It’s been 
so inspiring watching the competi-
tion expand over the years, and it’s 
been especially great seeing how 
it’s helped our company grow and 
better serve our customers. We’re 
extremely proud of each team who 
participated in this year’s Wha-
taGames, and want to congratulate 
the three winning teams for bringing 
home the W to their restaurants.” 
WhataGames started in 1996 as 
a training exercise hosting 500 
people, and has now become the 
feature event during the Wha-
taburger Family Convention with 
over 2,200 attendees. Whataburg-
er’s Family Convention is a com-
panywide get-together that takes 
place every two years in Grapevine.  
                SOURCE Whataburger

Tiffany Hoang, a junior at Singley 
Academy, has been appointed to 
the Junior Leadership Board (JLB) 
at Children’s Medical Center. 

The JLB is comprised of 30 high 
school students from Dallas and 
Collin counties who serve alongside 
the Children’s Foundation Board of 
Directors. JLB members volunteer, 
raise money and explore different 
facets of Children’s to better under-
stand how a pediatric, not-for-profit 
hospital serves the children of our 
community. 

SOURCE Irving ISD

Singley student 
named to children’s 
hospital board

EVENT HALL RENTALS
IRVING ELKS LODGE #2334

2015 N. BRITAIN RD., IRVING, TX 75061
PLEASE CALL (972) 579-0005
FOR MORE INFORMATION.

SEATING FOR UP TO 230 PEOPLE, FULL SERVICE BAR.
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Johnny Gonzalez (right) , brother of Janeera Nickol Gonzalez, remembers his sister as he 
speaks during a vigil held in her name. Janeera was killed in a school shooting at North 
Lake College on May 3rd. / Photo by Joe Snell

VIGIL
Continued from Page 1

basketball coach, thinks a vigil is an 
important part of the community 
supporting itself and also generates 
a conversation about finding solu-
tions so this does not happen again. 

“Although sometimes these 
names and situations can get lost as 
part of a larger pattern, I think it’s 
really important that we honor the 
individual situations that happen, 
especially when they’re close to us,” 
Upadhyaya said. “We don’t want to 
see these kinds of things continue to 
happen again and again, so we show 
support, and we also want to come 
up with solutions going forward.”

 “I know my sister’s looking down 

right now,” Johnny Gonzalez, 
Janeera’s brother, said. “She’s smil-
ing and saying, ‘All of this for me, 
really?’ As a lot of you know, my sis-
ter was very shy and timid and was a 
great friend to everybody that came 
near her.”

The funeral was held on May 9, 
and Calvary Church held a memo-
rial on May 10. A second vigil was 
held at North Lake College on May 
11.

“Schools need to be safe,” said 
activist Carlos Quintanilla. “It’s a 
responsibility of all of us here to put 
the pressure on colleges like North 
Lake College and University of Tex-
as and others to provide a safe hav-
en for our children.” 

Quintanilla asked for the com-
munity to continue praying for the 
Gonzalez family.

“We want you to go home and 
pray with all of the love and as big 
a heart as you have for the Gonza-
lez family,” he said. “They’re going 
to need your love. They’re going to 
need your prayers, and they’re going 
to need to see strength coming from 
you.”

Newly-elected mayor Rick Stop-
fer offered support from the city.

“It’s important as a city that we 
come and we work together and we 
work to find out how we can move 
forward,” Stopfer said. “Know that 
the city of Irving is committed to 
wrapping our arms around you 
and working with you through this 
tragedy. Anything that we can do 
for you, please don’t hesitate as we 
work through this process.”

“We don’t want another Janeera 
to happen a week from now or a 
month from now, or for somebody 
else to feel how we feel or go through 
the pain that we’ve gone through,” 
Johnny said. “Even now that I’m 
here, I feel like she’s going to walk 
out of the crowd and say something. 
I know she would want us to smile 
and remember all of the good times 
we had.”

Bowie Cubs dominate City Track Meet  

By Michael Minks
The Bowie Middle School Cubs 

seventh grade boys’ track team went 
undefeated throughout the track 
season and won first place in the 
Irving ISD City Track Meet held at 
Irving’s Ellis Stadium on Thursday, 
May 5.

The Cubs continued their history 
of fielding excellent track squads as 
they scored 162 points to finish 36 
points ahead of second place John-
son Middle School. Third place was 
Austin with 99 points. There are 
eight middle schools in Irving ISD 
and the meet featured 11 individual, 
hurdle or relay running events, and 
6 field events.

Winning gold medals for the Cubs 
were Tyronne Gale in the 100 dash, 
Mathew Fonseca in the 200 hurdles, 

Kevin Mendoza in the 2400, Cesar 
Lopez-Medina in the shot, and Da-
mian Salas, Gale, Fonseca, and Lo-
pez-Medina in the 800 relay.

Silver medal winners were And-
dy Molina in the mile run, Mathew 
Fonseca in the high jump, Jonathan 
Lowe in the shot, and Tyronne Gale 
in the triple jump.

Bronze medal winners were 
Imeldo Uvina in the 100 hurdles 
and triple Jump, Kevin Mendoza in 
the 400 dash, Jonathan Lowe in the 
discus, and Jesus Bermejo in the 
pole vault.

Also placing and scoring points 
for fourth, fifth or sixth place rib-
bons were Isaac Flores, Leo Stan-
ford, Adrian Martinez, and Isaac 
Martinez. In all, 12 Bowie athletes 
accumulated Bowie’s 162 total team 

points.
Finally, in addition to winning the 

city meet, the Bowie seventh grade 
track student/athletes worked hard 
in the classroom to remain aca-
demically eligible to participate in 
sports. All of the 31 track athletes 
on the team passed all classes in the 
previous grading period which is a 
testament to the work ethic of the 
coaches, teachers, administrators, 
parents and the athletes themselves 
striving together toward athletic 
and academic excellence. 

The Bowie Cubs seventh grade 
boys’ City Track champions were 
coached by Head TrackCoach Mi-
chael Minks, Kevin Herring, Cam-
eron Swisher, David Robison, and 
Kevin Moore.


