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A Dragon Boat team paddles desperately to avoid sinking at the 10th annual Dragon Boat races. The competition was 
one of many activities at this year's DFW Dragon Boat, Kite and Lantern Festival. / Photo by Ariel Graham
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By Ariel Graham
The Irving Parks and Rec-

reation department, along 
with the city’s Planning and 
Community Development 
and the Capital Improve-
ment Program, are in the 
process of applying for a 3.5 
million dollar grant to fund 
expansions and improve-
ments to the Georgia Far-
row Recreation Center.

These expansions include 
adding a second gym to the 
facility that will have locker 
rooms, showers and addi-
tional restrooms, as well as 
expanding the fitness room 
and parking lot. The plans 
also will add upgrades to 
improve the building’s ac-
commodations for people 
with disabilities.

By Daisy Silos
Irving residents united to 

pay tribute to the veterans 
who gave their lives in ser-
vice to our country during 
the annual Irving Memori-
al Day Service presented at 
the former Irving Central 
Library Auditorium on Sun-
day, May 28. 

The ceremony was host-
ed by the Irving Veterans 
Memorial Park Committee. 
Sharon Barbosa-Crain, a 
committee member, feels 
it is important to remem-
ber the people who serve 
and fight in extraordinary 
events such as wars. 

“It’s important to remem-
ber that we’re not celebrat-
ing war; we are honoring 
those who had to take part 
in war,” Barbosa-Crain said. 
“We do the programs, so 
we give people in the com-
munity the chance to come 
together themselves in a 
community fashion to hon-
or those folks.”

Army veteran and Irving 
resident Johnny Lopez at-
tended the ceremony and 
referred to Memorial Day as 
one of the happiest days of 
his life. 

“I am celebrating be-
yond words,” Lopez said. “I 
served, but I didn’t give all, 
so I am so happy to be here 
to honor those that did give 
all.”

Lopez looks forward to 

By Emily Jones
The Irving Mason-

ic Lodge presented Gene 
Waldrum with the Golden 
Trowel Award and Jackie 
Walters with the Golden 
Dove Award on Saturday 
evening, May 20.

The Golden Trowel 
Award is given to one lodge 
member every year in rec-
ognition of going above and 
beyond as a brother of the 
lodge. A committee of three 
past Masters nominates 
a brother and votes along 
with the lodge. The nomina-
tion and votes were unani-
mous for Waldrum. 

“It is very humbling to 
me to receive this particular 
award,” Waldrum said. “I 
measure it by the men who 
have received it before. It’s 
very hard to see yourself in 
that light.”

The lodge is a family af-
fair for Waldrum. His father 
had four sons in the lodge, 
and now Waldrum’s own 
four sons are members. 
When Waldrum asked for a 
raise of hands from his fam-

By Ariel Graham
Dragons glided across 

the waters of Lake Carolyn 
during the annual DFW 
Dragon Boat, Kite and Lan-
tern Festival held on Sun-
day, May 21 at the Las Coli-
nas Urban Center.

Sponsored by the 
non-profit Marco Polo 
World Foundation, the 
event promotes intercultur-
al understanding through 
the sharing of activities 
such as Dragon Boat racing, 
kite flying, and a Chinese 
lantern riddle. The Dragon 
Boat festival is the founda-
tion’s biggest outreach. 

This year marked the 
10th anniversary of the boat 
races, where teams of 20 
competed in rowing 40-foot 
long “Dragon Boats” across 
a 250-meter course on the 
lake. Diana Wang Madsen, 
the founder and president 
of the Marco Polo World 
Foundation, moved to the 

Dragon Boat Festival brings dragons, Asian culture to Irving
US from China in 2001. 
When she first arrived in 
Irving, she decided to bring 
Dragon Boats to DFW and 
specifically to Lake Carolyn. 

“I saw the lake and 
thought it was a wonder-
ful idea,” Madsen said. “I 
thought if I can bring the 
Dragon Boats racing here, it 
would be great because it’s 
so pretty here.” 

She added that the lake 
is smaller than most lakes 
used for Dragon Boat rac-
ing, but it works to their ad-
vantage.

“I know a lot of Dragon 
Boat races go to the bigger 
lake,” Madsen said. “But 
they’re so big, people can-
not see [the boats] and that 
makes it less exciting. This 
is a great location for our 
event.”

Mike Kerkmann, the 
owner of Pan-Am Dragon 
Boats and program direc-
tor for this year’s Dragon 

Boat races, explained while 
Dragon Boating has taken 
off in the U.S. over the last 
20 years, the sport itself is 
actually more than 2,000 
years old. 

“When the Chinese start-
ed immigrating into West-
ern countries in the 80s in a 
big way, they brought their 
culture with them,” Kerk-
mann said. “We have Hal-
loween and Valentine’s Day 
[for example]. They have 
the Harvest Moon Festival, 
and they have the Dragon 
Boat Festival.”

Part of the reason Dragon 
Boating has become so pop-
ular in the West is because 
it provides a fun and unique 
team-building opportunity. 

“All the right metaphors 
are there: you pull together 
and everybody’s got to be 
together in order to win,” 
Kerkmann said.

Memorial Day Service 
honors Irving’s veterans

the Memorial Day ceremo-
ny every year. This year’s 
ceremony included patri-
otic musical performances 
by The Silvertones under 
the direction of Woody 
Schober. 

“I always get moved when 
they play the selections 
where you stand for what-
ever branch you represent,” 

Lopez said. “I think it’s just 
so neat, and The Silvertones 
make it fabulous.”

Corporal Kirk Mansfield 
of the United States Army 
served as the event’s Mo-
ment of Reflection speaker. 

“I came from a very mil-
itary family, most of the 

Expansions, updates in Georgia 
Farrow Rec Center’s future

Built in 1989 and at 
roughly 18,000 square feet, 
the Georgia Farrow Rec-
reation Center is both the 
smallest and one of the old-
est rec centers in the city of 
Irving. Joe Moses, assistant 
director of the city’s Parks 
and Recreation department, 
feels one of the biggest rea-
sons for expanding Georgia 
Farrow is to bring the fa-
cility up to par with other 
recreational facilities in the 
city.

“One of the reasons we 
were always looking at ex-
panding Georgia Farrow 
was to make sure it has the 
same amenities as all of our 
facilities have,” Moses said. 
“We want to keep things 
consistent. We think it’s 

important that, no matter 
which area of town you’re 
in, you receive the same ser-
vice levels at our facilities.”

Moses explained that 
with the help of Planning 
and Community Develop-
ment, the city was able to 
apply for the grant to help 
fund these much-needed 
improvements.

“They were in a situation 
where they could apply for 
this grant, and because of 
the economics of this area 
at the current time, Georgia 
Farrow was the only facility 
that qualified for the grant 
to do the expansion,” Moses 
said. “It allows us to do this 
expansion with the grant 

Waldrum, Walters 
honored by Irving 
Masonic Lodge

ily in attendance, half the 
hands in the room went up.

“I thank you for this 
award and I thank you for 
being here,” Waldrum said. 
“I want you to know that 
there aren’t many opportu-
nities you get to talk to your 
friends and your family and 
be able to tell them how 
much you love them and 
how much you appreciate 
them.”

The Golden Trowel orig-
inated in 1989 when it was 
decided there needed to be 
an award at the lodge level. 
It is the highest recognition 
a brother can receive at the 
lodge level.

The Golden Dove Award 
was created by the Irving 
Masonic Lodge to recognize 
a woman related to a lodge 
member who dedicates time 
to helping the lodge run 
smoothly. 

Walters became emo-
tional when she learned 
she would be receiving the 
award. She considers every-

See GEORGIA FARROW
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Woody Schober leads a patriotic performance by The Silvertones during the 
Irving Memorial Day ceremony. / Photo by Daisy Silos
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Dragons take over the stage at the DFW Dragon, Kite and Lantern Festival, where dancers and drummers paraded 
through the streets in Las Colinas. / Photo by Ariel Graham

See TEXAS GRANT
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DRAGON BOAT FESTIVAL
Continued from Page 1

Brandon Roach and 
Shannon Luppino, personal 
trainers from Camp Glad-
iator, were part of a team 
consisting of other trainers, 
Kimberly-Clark employees 
and members of the Irving 
Fire Department. This was 
their first time competing 
in the Dragon Boat Races. 
Roach was happy to have the 
chance to work-out in a new 
and exciting way. 

“It was a great workout” 
Roach said. “It was also kind 
of exciting seeing the crowds 
of people running through 
[the lake.] I’ve lived here for 
a year and haven’t gotten out 
on this water yet, so that was 
a lot of fun.”

Luppino enjoyed the 
teamwork and social aspects 
of the races. 

“I think it was really cool 
to work out with a bunch of 
people I’ve never met be-
fore,” Luppino said. “We’re 
just in a boat, full of people 
of random occupations, and 
kind of all working together 
to achieve a goal.”

Kerkmann explained that 
people from all occupations 
and all walks of life were 
competing in the day’s races. 

“Most of the teams here 
are novice, new corporate 
and community teams,” 

Kerkmann said. “Most peo-
ple have never done it before 
and they’re representing 
their companies. We’ve got 
banks, insurance compa-
nies, accounting firms, law 
firms, all kinds of businesses 
here using this day as a sort 
of ‘company picnic’ and a 
corporate team-building op-
portunity.”

Although the Dragon 
Boats were the main attrac-
tion, there were also numer-
ous other activities celebrat-
ing Asian culture. At the kite 
festival, professional and 
amateur flyers took to the 
skies to show off their favor-
ite kites. 

On stage, various acts 
performed traditional Asian 
songs and dances as well as 
put on a fashion show. Lion 
dancers and drummers pa-
raded through the streets 
lined with vendors and 
crafts.

Madsen said events like 
the Dragon Boat Festival 
help people learn about 
many different cultures and 
illustrate the mission of the 
Marco Polo World Founda-
tion.

“We are promoting cul-
ture and bringing everyone 
together,” Madsen said. 
“That’s our mission.”

The Irving Police Depart-
ment is investigating a ho-
micide that occurred on May 
28 at approximately 1:41 
a.m. in the 3300 block of W. 
Walnut Hill Lane. 

Officers were dispatched 
to a shooting and found 
three adult victims who had 
sustained gunshot wounds. 
All three were transport-
ed to Parkland Hospital 
for treatment but one vic-
tim, 18-year-old Ledajrick 
Rajae Cox, later died from 
his injuries. One victim re-
mains in the hospital with 

Irving police investigate 
shooting, homicide

non-life-threatening injuries 
and the third victim was re-
leased. 

Officers learned that the 
victims were with two other 
friends at the 7-Eleven store 
at Beltline Road and Walnut 
Hill Lane prior to the shoot-
ing. While there, some of the 
group had an argument with 
a male suspect in the park-
ing lot. Shortly thereafter, 
the group drove away from 
the store but were followed 
out by the suspect vehicle. 
The suspects pulled along-
side the victims’ car and shot 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Irving Heritage House
June 4, 3pm – 5pm
In a bedroom called “The Bride’s 
Room,” wedding gowns spanning 
several decades, are displayed in 
the Irving Heritage House, located 
at 303 South O’Connor. Docent led 
tours begin at 3pm and 4pm. Admis-
sion is free. Group tours may also 
be scheduled on alternate days. 
The Heritage House is a Recorded 
Texas Historical Landmark.

COMMUNITY EVENTS
To list your event in the Rambler, 

please contact Joe at  
972-870-1992 or  

joes@ramblernewspapers.net

Adult English Literacy Sum-
mer Academy
June 5-29, 1:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
Irving ISD will host a free Adult 
English Literacy Summer Academy 
during the month of June. Classes 
will meet Monday-Thursday, at the 
Irving ISD Administrative Annex 
(820 N. O’Connor Road, Irving, 
TX 75061). Topics include family 
literacy, ESL, GED basic literacy 
skills, citizenship and civics les-

Irving Concert Series
June 9, 7 to 8:45 p.m.
The Irving Concert Series will 
highlight several genres with a New 
Orleans influence including jazz, 
big brass, Cajun and more. Food 
vendors will serve up dishes with 
flavors straight from NOLA.
All shows and are held at the 
Whistlestop Plaza, 123 W. Irving 
Blvd., Irving, TX 75060. Admission 
and parking are free. Seating is not 
provided, visitors are encouraged to 
bring blankets and chairs. Outside 
food and beverages are allowed. 
Mardi Gras beads will also be 
passed out, while supplies last.
June 9, Three Quarters Fast Jazz 
Band

Blood Drive
June 3, noon – 6 p.m.
Gift of Life Blood Drives held in 
conjunction with Carter Bloodcare 
at the Irving Mall. The Carter Bus 
will be parked at the south entrance 
near Las Lupes Restaurant. The 
blood donations will benefit the 
children who are treated at Texas 
Scottish Rite Hospital for Children. 

sons, entrepreneurship, computer 
literacy and conversations. Register 
in person at the Administrative An-
nex on the first day of class. Please 
bring a government-issued form of 
identification (social security card, 
driver’s license, birth certificate, 
passport, Texas ID, residency 
card). For more information, call 
972-600-3770.

multiple rounds into the car. 
The suspects then fled the 
scene but were not located. 

As a result of media cov-
erage into this case, the de-
tectives received numerous 
tips as to the identity of the 
driver of the suspect vehicle. 
The investigation has led to 
the identification of all three 
suspects and the arrest of 
the gunman. The gunman 
was identified as 17-year-old 
Jeremiah Robinson. He is 
currently in the Irving Jail 
on a charge of murder. His 
bond has not yet been set. 

The motive for the shooting 
is still unclear; however, the 
investigation is continuing.
SOURCE Irving Police Department

AUSTIN – The Texas 
Health and Human Services 
Commission announced 
that Texas has been award-
ed $27.4 million in feder-
al funds to combat opioid 
use disorders. The grant, 
provided by the Substance 

Texas receives $27.4 million 
grant to combat opioid addiction

Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration, 
will boost Texas’ efforts 
aimed at preventing and 
treating prescription and 
illicit opioid dependence. 
Increasing rates of opioid 
use continue to be an issue 

nationwide. Of the more 
than 33,000 opioid-related 
deaths in the United States 
in 2015, 1,186 were in Texas.  
The $27.4 million will be 
used for prevention, train-
ing, outreach, treatment, 
and recovery support ser-

vices and will directly help 
an estimated 14,000 people 
over a two-year period. Ac-
tivities include: 

Expanding capacity and 
access to opioid treatment 
sites across the state and 
eliminating the current wait-
list for services.

Increasing training and 
technical assistance to pro-
viders and prescribers to en-
sure the use of best practices 
for preventing and treating 
opioid addiction.

Enhancing recovery ser-
vices and peer-to-peer sup-
ports.

Boosting outreach activ-
ities by coordinating with 
state agency partners, cri-
sis teams at Local Mental 
Health Authorities, HIV 
outreach workers and peer 
re-entry pilot programs.

Funds from the grant will 
allow HHSC to focus on the 
following populations at risk 
for opioid use disorders: 
people who live in major 
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SKIN CANCER TREATMENT
NON-SURGICAL, NON-INVASIVE

4301 N MACARTHUR BLVD.
SUITE 201
IRVING, TX 75038

MEET THE SRT-100 TM

DERMOFFICEDALLAS.COM

CALL US TO SCHEDULE 
YOUR APPOINTMENT!

214-373-7546
EVENT HALL RENTALS

IRVING ELKS LODGE #2334
2015 N. BRITAIN RD., IRVING, TX 75061

PLEASE CALL (972) 579-0005
FOR MORE INFORMATION.

SEATING FOR UP TO 230 PEOPLE, FULL SERVICE BAR.

DALLAS COUNTY UTILITY AND RECLAMATION DISTRICT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER DESIGNATION
OF AN AREA AS REINVESTMENT ZONE #43 PURSUANT TO
TEXAS TAX CODE, CHAPTER 312, AND OTHER RELEVANT STATUTES.

The Board of Directors of Dallas County Utility and Reclamation District does 
hereby give notice that a public hearing will be considered on the 21th day of 
June, 2017, at 8:30 a.m. o’clock at the following location:

850 E. Las Colinas Blvd.
Irving, TX   75039

for the purpose of considering the designation of the hereinafter described 
property as Reinvestment Zone #43 pursuant to the Texas Tax Code, Chapter 
312 and other relevant statutes:

Legal Description:

Being a  4.289 acre tract of land situated in The William A. Downing Survey, 
Abstract No. 391, and The Elizabeth Crockett Survey, Abstract No. 217, 
City Of Irving, Dallas County, Texas and being a portion of Lot 2, Block A 
, Las Colinas Station, Phase 1, an addition to the City of Irving, according 
to the plat thereof recorded in Document No. 201400099291 Official Public 
Records of Dallas County, Texas, and being a portion of that called 10.046 
acre tract of land described to First United Bank and Trust Company in 
the substitute Trustee’s Deed Recorded in Document No. 201100037893, 
Official Public Records, Dallas County, Texas, and being more particularly 
described as follows:

BEGINNING at an “X” cut found for the most northerly corner of said Lot 2, 
Block A, same being the north end of a corner clip at the intersection of the 
easterly right-of-way line of Lake Carolyn Parkway (a variable width public 
right-of-way) and the southerly right-o-way line of North O’Connor Boulevard 
( a variable width right-of-way), said point also being the beginning of a 
curve to the left having a radius of 2394.17 feet, a delta angle 00 degrees 
35 minutes 01 seconds and a chord bearing and distance of North 70 
degrees 53 minutes 41 seconds East, 24.39 feet;

THENCE in a northeasterly along said curve to the left and along the 
southerly line of said North O’Connor Boulevard, an arc distance of 24.39 
feet to a 5/8 inch iron rod found with cap;

THENCE North 70 degrees 36 minutes 10 seconds East, continuing along 
the southerly line of said North O’Connor Boulevard, a distance of 364.54 
Feet to a 5/8 inch iron rod  found for corner stamped “K.H.A”, said point 
also being the beginning of a curve to the right having a radius of 70.00 
feet, a delta angle 18 degrees 19 minutes 17 seconds and a chord bearing 
and distance of North 79 degrees 45 minutes 48 seconds East, 22.29 feet;

THENCE in a northeasterly along said curve to the right and along the 
southerly line of said North O’Connor Boulevard, an arc distance of 22.38 
feet to a 5/8 inch iron rod found with cap stamped “K.H.A”, said point being at 
the intersection of the southerly line of said North O’Connor Boulevard and 
the southwesterly line of said Riverside Drive (a variable width right-of-way), 
same point being the northeast corner of said Lot 2, Block A, said point also 
being the beginning of a curve to the right having a radius of 522.10 feet, 
a delta angle 19 degrees 58 minutes 54 seconds and a chord bearing and 
distance of South 38 degrees 36 minutes 27 seconds East, 181.16 feet;

THENCE in a southeasterly along said curve to the right and along the 
southwesterly line of said Riverside Drive, an arc distance of 182.08 feet 
to a 5/8 inch iron rod found with cap stamped “K.H.A”, said point also 
being the beginning of a curve to the left having a radius of 1468.34 feet, 
a delta angle 07 degrees 31 minutes 17 seconds and a chord bearing and 
distance of South 32 degrees 22 minutes 40 seconds East, 192.62 feet;

THENCE in a southeasterly along said curve to the left and continuing along 
the southwesterly line of said Riverside Drive, an arc distance of 192.76 
feet to a 1/2 inch iron rod set for corner, said point being the southeast 
corner of said 4.289 acre tract of land being described; 

THENCE South 53 degrees 40 minutes 09 seconds West, departing the 
southwesterly line of said Riverside Drive and through the interior of said 
Lot 2, Block A, a distance of 65.37 feet to a 1/2 inch iron rod set for corner;
THENCE South 70 degrees 32 minutes 35 seconds West, continuing 
through the interior of said Lot 2, Block A, a distance of 312.12 feet to a 
1/2 inch iron rod set for corner;

THENCE South 52 degrees 26 minutes 25 seconds West, continuing 
through the interior of said Lot 2, Block A, a distance of 112.20 feet to an 
“X” cut found for corner, said point being the southwest corner of said 4.289 
acre tract of land being described, same point being in the easterly line of 
said Lake Carolyn Parkway, said point also being the beginning of a curve 
to the right having a radius of 829.50 feet, a delta angle 27 degrees 58 
minutes 26 seconds and a chord bearing and distance of North 27 degrees 
16 minutes 05 seconds West, 400.98 feet;

THENCE in a northwesterly along said curve to the right and along the 
easterly line of said Lake Carolyn Parkway, an arc distance of 404.98 feet 
to an “X” cut found for corner;
THENCE North 29 degrees 25 minutes 04 seconds East, continuing along 
the easterly line of said Lake Carolyn Parkway, a distance of 29.72 feet 
to the point of BEGINNING and containing 186,839 square feet or 4.289 
acres of computed land.

The Board of Directors, at the same meeting, will consider entering into a Tax 
Abatement Agreement with First United Bank and Trust Company.

At the hearing, all interested persons shall be entitled to speak and present 
evidence for or against the designation.

Any party desiring additional information relative to the hearing may contact 
Kenneth R. Heffley, Tax Collector for Dallas County Utility and Reclamation 
District at 972-556-0625, ext, 25.

Executed this May 31, 2017.

Kenneth R. Heffley
Tax Collector
Dallas County Utility and Reclamation District

@RamblerNewspapers

(972) 870-1992      |      joes@ramblernewspapers.net
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By Matt Mungle
Synopsis: Before she was 

Wonder Woman she was 
Diana, princess of the Ama-
zons, trained warrior. When 
a pilot crashes and tells of 
conflict in the outside world, 
she leaves home to fight a 
war to end all wars, discover-
ing her full powers and true 
destiny.

Review: Ever since the 
release of Batman V Su-
perman the pressure has 
been on Wonder Woman 
to breathe life into the DC 
Universe. She needed to 
break the doom and gloom 
and bring a little light to 
the dark night. Audiences 
can’t be excited about the 
Justice League until they 
get a glimpse of something 
uplifting and fun. Fun - a 
word you seldom hear asso-
ciated with DC - until now. 
Wonder Woman is not only 
a lot of fun, but dare I say, 
it is so good that you forget 
you aren’t watching a Marvel 
movie. That is the biggest 
compliment I can give it.

This is certainly an origin 
film, and there is a lot to 
cram into the lengthy run 

MOVIE REVIEWS

DC characters finally
fill a film as fun 
as Marvel 
counterparts

time. Luckily the story moves 
quickly and doesn’t stay put 
in one location for too long. 
Diana/Wonder Woman (Gal 
Gadot) is an intriguing char-
acter, and her backstory on 
the island of Amazon Wom-
en lays a foundation that is 
needed for her to build on. If 
you do not know her history, 
then her motivations would 
confuse you. But seeing how 
she was raised her naivety, 
compassion, and determina-
tion makes sense balanced 
against her massive power.

Once British Pilot Steve 
Trevor (Chris Pine) is intro-
duced, the real adventure 
begins and Diana can finally 
fight for what’s right; even 
sans satin tights. WWI is 
never mentioned by name 
which gives the film a time-
less feel. Referring to it as 
a war to end all wars has a 
double meaning that plays 
well throughout. The Ger-
mans are always good heav-
ies, and in this story Diana, 
Steve, and a trio of good 
hearted misfits must stop 
them from creating a weap-
on that would destroy all in 
its path.

I am not familiar with the 
comic version of the Won-
der Woman story, but in 
this one, there is also a lot 
of god name dropping. The 
references to Zeus, Ares, 
and the mythological tales 
help enhance the message 
and Diana’s story. This 
packs way more punch than 
a utility belt with some rich 
guy gadgets attached. Plus 
as I mentioned, this movie 
is a lot of fun and has more 
humor than all the prior 
DC films combined. Such a 
smart move. I was so glad to 
be rid of the brooding horde 
of characters that DC always 
gives us. Yes Wonder Wom-
an is intense but the writing 
and the supporting cast help 
lighten the mood and enter-
tain the audience.

Finally, Wonder Woman 
works because Gadot gives 
us a layered character that, 
like all powerful women, is 
multi faceted. She is smart, 
compassionate, fair, and 
sympathizing. It is incredi-
ble to have a hero that young 
girls can watch and emulate. 
Gadot would not have been 
my first pick only because 

she was never on my radar. 
But now, it is impossible to 
think of anyone else. She 
has a soft beauty about her 
that can instantly flame into 
a force of vengeance; never 
losing sight of her goal and 
inner passion. Kudos to the 
style and wardrobe depart-
ment too. They created a 
persona that visually stun-
ning. Fans of the TV Wonder 
Woman will get their lasso of 
truth, but thankfully, there 
are no invisible airplanes fly-
ing around.

Wonder Woman is rat-
ed PG-13 for sequences of 
violence and action, and 
some suggestive content. It 
is actually tamer than oth-
er DC films, again, because 
it doesn’t try to be so dark 
and sinister. I give it 4.5 out 
of 5 ice cream cones. It is a 
tad long and there are times 
when a scene lingers a bit 
much. Like all superhero 
films this one ends with a 
long explosive battle. But 
unlike other films of this 
length it didn’t feel long. I 
guess time does fly when you 
are having fun.

Memorial Day Weekend 
marked the beginning of 
summer, but also the start of 
the most dangerous period 
for child drownings – Me-
morial Day through Labor 
Day. Last year, 107 kids and 
teens drowned in Texas and 
29 have already drowned 
so far this year. While the 
Houston and Dallas-Fort 
Worth areas have been trou-
ble spots in the past, there 
is no dominant pattern this 
year.

The Department of Fam-
ily and Protective Services 

Keep kids safe around 
water this summer 

(DFPS) urges Texans to 
“watch kids around water” 
to prevent more tragedies.

“Drowning is totally pre-
ventable, but it is also silent 
and very quick,” said Sasha 
Rasco, who leads DFPS pre-
vention programs. “It only 
takes a few minutes for a 
child to drown. So, please 
be a lifeguard for every 
child around you by keep-
ing a constant eye on them 
around water.”

Swimming pools, espe-
cially backyard and apart-
ment pools, are the most 

dangerous for children. 
More than half of the child 
drownings in Texas this year 
happened in pools. Other 
common locations include 
lakes, ponds, and rivers and 
other natural bodies of wa-
ter. Hot tubs and bath tubs 
are also culprits and almost 
any water can be dangerous 
to a toddler, even a toilet. 
Children under the age of 
one most often drown inside 
the house, while older chil-
dren most often drown out-
doors. Most toddlers who 
drown are out of sight less 
than five minutes. 

Basic Water Safety Tips
Inside the house
Never leave small chil-

dren alone near any con-
tainer of water.

Keep bathroom doors 
closed and secure toilet lids 
with lid locks.

Never leave a baby alone 
in a bath for any reason. Get 
the things you need before 
running water, and take the 
child with you if you must 
leave the room.

Warn babysitters or care-
givers about the dangers of 
water and stress the need to 
constantly supervise young 
children.

Make sure small chil-
dren cannot leave the house 
through pet doors or un-
locked doors and reach pools 
or hot tubs. 

Outside the house
Never leave children alone 

around water whether it is in 
a pool, wading pool, drain-
age ditch, creek, pond, or 
lake.

Constantly watch children 
who are swimming or play-
ing in water. They need an 
adult or certified lifeguard 
watching and within reach.

Secure access to swim-
ming pools with fences, 
self-closing and latching 
gates, and water surface 
alarms.

Completely remove the 
pool cover when the pool is 
in use.

Store water toys away 
from the water, when not in 
use, so they don’t attract a 
small child.

Don’t assume young chil-
dren will use good judgment 
around water.

Be ready for emergencies. 
Keep emergency telephone 
numbers handy and learn 
CPR.

Find out if your child’s 
friends or neighbors have 
pools.

SOURCE Department of Family 
and Protective Services
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GEORGIA FARROW
Continued from Page 1

The 18,00 square foot Georgia Farrow Recreation Center, built in 
1989,  is the only center in its area that qualifies for a $3.5 million 
grant, which will go to much needed renovations and expansion. 
/ Photo by Ariel Graham

USMD announces that 
effect ive July 1,  2017, 
Nanda Bysani, M.D., will 
no longer see patients at 
the USMD Las Col inas 
MacArthur Clinic.  Effective 
July 1, 2017, Dr. Bysani will 
practice full time at the USMD 
Carrollton Clinic, located at 
1601 W. Hebron Parkway, 
Suite 100, Carrollton, TX 
75010. Upon her move to 
Carrollton, Dr. Bysani will 
establish a clinic practice 
in which she only sees and 
treats senior patients and 
Medicare patients. USMD will 
contact patients who have 
appointments scheduled 
with Dr. Bysani at the Las 
Colinas MacArthur Clinic 
after July 1 and patients 
who are not seniors or on 
Medicare, to make alternate 
arrangements. Please call 
972.373.0303 if you have 
any questions.

Q u a n t  S y s t e m s ,  I n c . 
seeks Ab Initio (QSAD17) 
w i th  Master ’s  +1  y r  / 
Bachelors+5 years exp / 
equiv. Abinitio, Operational 
Console, Netezza, Oracle, 
Unix Shell scripting. Mail 
resumes to: HR, 600 E. John 
Carpenter Fwy, Suite 375, 
Irving, TX 75062. Travel to 
unanticipated work sites 
throughout U.S. Foreign 
equiv. accepted.

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-9943

ZONING CASE NO. ZC16-0066
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-1 (R-AB)

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, 
TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND 
DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE WAL-MART AMND 
ADDITION AND LOCATED AT 4205 WEST PIONEER DRIVE, MORE FULLY 
AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; 
ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM S-P-2 
SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR C-N (NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL) 
USES OF ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-1 (R-AB) SITE 
PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR RESTAURANT WITH THE ATTENDANT 
ACCESSORY USE OF THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR 
ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION AND MOVIE THEATER USES UNDER 
SECTION 52-49 OF ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO 
THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; 
PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE 
TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED 
TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF 
THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL 
WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL 
OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN 
CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING THE ENTIRE ORDINANCE 
SHALL BE INVALID IF ANY WORD, PHRASE, CLAUSE, SENTENCE, 
PARAGRAPH OR SECTION OF THIS ORDINANCE IS HELD TO BE 
INVALID AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
IRVING, TEXAS, on May 4, 2017.

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-9944

ZONING CASE NO. ZC17-0016
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-2

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, 
TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND 
DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE BENJAMIN KIEFFER 
SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 718, AND LOCATED AT 2120 EAST SHADY 
GROVE ROAD, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN 
EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF 
SAID PROPERTY FROM R-MF-2 MULTIFAMILY DISTRICT USE UNDER 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT 
USE FOR R-6 USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING 
TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; 
PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE 
TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED 
TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF 
THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL 
WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL 
OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES 
OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND 
PROVIDING A PENALTY.

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
IRVING, TEXAS, on May 4, 2017.

BETH VAN DUYNE
MAYOR

ATTEST:
Shanae Jennings
City Secretary

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
Kuruvilla Oommen
City Attorney

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR
Ziggy’s Place (PL17-0020)

PUBLIC NOTICE BEFORE THE PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 
OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, TO CONSIDER RESUBDIVISION OR 
REPLATTING OF A RECORDED SUBDIVISION WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS 
OF IRVING, DALLAS COUNTY, TEXAS.

Notice is hereby given that public hearings will be held by the Planning and 
Zoning Commission of the City of Irving, in the City Council Chambers of 
City Hall, 825 West Irving Boulevard, Irving, Texas, to consider resubdivision 
or replatting of recorded subdivisions as hereinafter described:

Ziggy’s Place (PL17-0020)
B e i n g  a  r e p l a t  o f  p a r t  o f  L o t  8 ,  I r v i n g  Tr u c k  Tr a c t s 
N o .  1  A d d i t i o n .  T h i s  p r o p e r t y  i s  l o c a t e d  a t  1 9 0 8  
W. Fifth Street and is zoned R-6 (Single Family) district.    

The public hearing will be held at the following time:

Planning and Zoning Commission: Monday, June 19, 2017, 7 p.m.
  
All citizens or interested parties desiring to be heard concerning this 
replat may speak.  State law requires that the owners of property within 
a residential subdivision be notified if another property within the same 
subdivision is proposed to be replatted.  State law also requires that the 
Planning and Zoning Commission must approve a plat that complies with 
the City’s Subdivision regulations.

The applications are on file for public examination in the Planning and 
Community Development Department at 825 West Irving Boulevard, Irving, 
Texas. For additional information, please contact the Department at (972) 
721-2424. Please reference the name of the plat or the case number when 
requesting information.

SUMMARY OF ORDERS
BUILDING AND STANDARDS COMMISSION

Thursday, May 18, 2017 
at 3:30 p.m.

CITY HALL 825 WEST IRVING BOULEVARD

CONSENT ITEM:
Approval of the Work Session and Public Hearing Minutes
for February 23, 2017
BSCP1611-0002 – Bill A. Wilson – Close for compliance for 
completely enclosing and weatherproofing the exterior walls and
gable of the garage area of the structure

INDIVIDUAL   CONSIDERATION:
BSCP1603-0001 – 109 E. Northgate Dr. – Elegant 
Investment Group, Inc. and F & M Properties, Inc. /Bank of America NA 
Allow city staff to make interior as well as exterior inspections of 
the structures immediately and continuously; Accepts and approves the 
scope and schedule dated May 10, 2017 and no later than June 29, 2017 
complete the repairs and/or demolition of the structures.  Also, if the property 
has not been brought into full compliance with the Commission’s May 18, 
2017 order in this case by the specified dates, the Commission will consider 
levying civil penalties of up to $1000.00 per day for non-compliance.  
BSCP1612-0001 – 718 Hilltop Dr. – David Serrano- Authorize
City staff to make interior and exterior inspections immediately 
and continuously; no later than May 30, 2017 obtain a demolition permit; 
no later than June 29, 2017 complete the demolition of the structure(s).  If 
the owner(s) have not completely demolished the structure(s) and removed 
the debris by June 29, 2017, then the Commission authorizes the City of 
Irving to demolish the structure(s) and remove the debris from the property 
on or after June 30, 2017. Also, if the property has not been brought into full 
compliance with the Commission’s May 18, 2017 order in this
case by the specified dates, the Commission will consider levying civil 
penalties of up to $1000.00 per day for non-compliance. 
BSCP1604-0005 – 232 Rolston Rd. – Cristobal M. Galindo – 
Authorize city staff to make interior and exterior inspections
immediately and continuously; no later than May 30, 2017 provide City 
staff with a scope and schedule; no later than June 9, 2017 obtain permits 
if required and begin the repair work or demolition; no later than July 9, 
2017 complete the repairs or demolition of the structure.  If the owner has 
not completely demolished the structure and removed the debris by July 
9, 2017, then the
Commission authorizes the City of Irving to demolish the structure and 
remove the debris from the property on or after July 10, 2017. Also, if the 
property has not been brought into full compliance with the Commission’s 
May 18, 2017 order in this case by the specified dates, the Commission will 
consider levying civil penalties of up to $1000.00 per day for non-compliance.

This is an abbreviated summary of the Commission Orders as 
established at the May 18, 2017 Building and Standards Commission 
Hearing.  A complete copy of the Commissions’ Orders may be 
obtained from Rachel Sedillo, Clerk for the Building and Standards 
Commission, City of Irving, Inspections Dept., 825 W. Irving Blvd., 
Irving, Texas 75060 (972-721-2388)

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS – PROPOSED ZONING CHANGES
CITY OF IRVING CITY COUNCIL

Public hearings are held to consider applications for amendments to the 
Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance and the Official Zoning Map of the City 
of Irving, Texas for the properties described herein:

LOCATION, DATES & TIMES OF PUBLIC HEARINGS:
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas
Planning and Zoning Commission: Monday, June 19, 2017, 7 p.m.
City Council: Thursday, June 22, 2017, 7 p.m.

ZONING CASE ZC17-0032: Approximately 4.9767 acres located at 215 E. 
Airport Freeway.  The applicant is requesting to rezone the property from 
S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) district for Hotel and Related uses, Convention 
Center and R-AB (Restaurant with the Attendant Accessory Use of the 
Sale of Alcoholic Beverages for On-Premises Consumption) uses to C-C 
(Community Commercial) district. 

All interested persons are encouraged to attend the public hearings and 
express their opinions on the zoning change request.  Written response for 
the record may also be submitted to: 

City of Irving – Planning & Community Development Dept., 825 W. 
Irving Blvd., Irving, TX 75060

The applications are on file for public review in the Planning & Community 
Development Dept. at the address listed above during normal business 
hours. For additional information, please contact the Department at 972-
721-2424. Please reference the case number when requesting information.

This facility is wheelchair accessible. Accessible parking spaces are 
available. Requests for interpretation services or assistive hearing devices 
must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting. Contact the City Secretary’s 
Office at (972) 721-2493 for assistance.

Outside Sales 
Representatives 

Wanted
Rambler Newspapers is current-
ly seeking outgoing individuals 
for sales representative posi-
tions. For more information, call 
(972) 870-1992 or email JoeS@
RamblerNewspapers.net

LEGALS

funding as opposed to gen-
eral funds.”

Vicki Ebner, the Assis-
tant Director for Planning 
and Community Develop-
ment, said Georgia Farrow 
is located in a relatively low-
er-income area of town and 
the older building has seen a 
lot of use in the community.

“It’s a high-use facility, so 
we know that we’re going to 
get a good ‘bang for our dol-
lar’ that we put in,” she said. 
“[The rec center] is impact-
ing almost 69,000 residents 
annually already, and it’s 
in a different part of town 
which has fewer amenities 
available to it. All of those 
factors go in together to say, 
‘OK, this is really something 
that can benefit the commu-
nity.’”

At this stage in develop-
ment, getting community 
input is one of the city’s pri-
mary focuses. “It was really 
important to us, because 
this is a community cen-
ter,” Ebner said. “It may be 
called a recreation center, 
but it really is a community 
center. It was really import-
ant to us that we make sure 
the people who are actually 
using the facility and the 
people that are around the 
facility are happy with what 
we’re going to do.”

Currently the project is 
still in planning and appli-
cation phases and construc-
tion is not expected to begin 
until 2019. However, sev-
eral community meetings 
have already been held to 
discuss the new expansions. 
Daral McKnight, Communi-
ty Programs Supervisor for 
the center, said that com-
munity feedback about the 
project has been extremely 
positive so far.

“The community’s been 
asking for this for a while,” 
McKnight said. “It’s some-
thing they’ll be real proud to 
have. Talking with the advi-
sory council and the com-
munity meetings that we’ve 
had, they were all excited 
and they can’t wait.”

McKnight hopes these 
new expansions will inspire 
more participation from the 
community at large. 

“First of all, it will help 
with staffing,” he said. 
“Staffing would be able to 
bring more programs into 
the community. We already 
have good participation, 
but there will be a whole lot 
more participation, espe-
cially having the churches 
and having more special 
events here.”

Joe Moses also hopes to 
see the facility filled to ca-
pacity with residents, and 
more importantly, that they 
enjoy using the facility. 

“I hope to see that the 
community gets what 
they’re looking for and, 
within a couple of years, 
we’re busting at the seams 
again,” he said. “We want 
full facilities, no matter how 
big or how small they are, 
because that means that 
we’re servicing our commu-
nity. We want to make sure 
we’re offering programs and 
services that our residents 
are taking advantage of, and 
that we have facilities that 
make them feel comfortable 
and safe and they enjoy us-
ing.”

The Georgia Farrow Rec-
reation Center is located at 
530 Davis Drive. The next 
community meeting to dis-
cuss the center’s new up-
dates and expansions will 
be held in late June.

Several Irving ISD stu-
dents are the new owners of 
gaming systems and tablets 
after winning the Career 

Students recognized 
for video game design

and Technical Education 
Department’s annual MIRD 
Fair. 

Austin Middle School 

students swept three of the 
four awards in the middle 
school division of the MIRD 
Fair video game design con-
test. Pictured are (from left) 
Philip Nguyen and Alex-
is Ramirez, second place 
team; Eduardo Medellin 
and Arshdeep Singh, first 
place team; Antony Agu-
irre, first place individual; 
and (back row) Titus Ross, 
MIRD teacher at Austin. 

As part of the video game 
design contest, participants 
voted for a favorite submis-
sion. The first-place win-
ners in each division won 
an X-Box One while the           

second-place winners re-
ceived a Samsung tablet, 
funded through a grant 
from the Irving Schools 
Foundation. 

The winners are as fol-
lows:

Middle School
First Place Individual: 

Antony Aguirre, Austin 
Middle School

First Place Team: Eduar-
do Medellin and Arshdeep 
Singh, Austin Middle School

Second Place Individu-
al: Adison Sittig, de Zavala 
Middle School

Second Place Team: 
Philip Nguyen and Alex-
is Ramirez, Austin Middle 
School

High School
First Place Individual: 

Jaquayla Jones, Singley 
Academy

First Place Team: Daniel 
Macavilca and Luis Manjar-
rez, Singley Academy

Second Place Individual: 
Jose Salazar, Singley Acad-
emy

Second Place Team: Col-
by Browning-Weaver and 
Bryan Navarrett, Singley 
Academy

SOURCE Irving ISD
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Tyler Gary Robison – Aug. 20, 1993 – May 26, 2017

Jade
Hi. My name is Jade. I'm about a 1 ½ years old, and was rescued from another shelter. 
They say I'm a German Shepherd mix. Most German Shepherds are black and brown. I 
might be all black, but I have the shape and gait of a German Shepherd. What you won't 
know from my picture, is that I'm one happy-go-lucky girl. I have lots of energy and love to 
play. I love playing with toys. I love playing in water. I love people. I'm looking for a family 
that has time to play with me and to work with me on commands. So let's meet and play.

Malia
Malia is a pretty fitting name for me. It means "calm and gen-
tle waters." Now, as a cat, I'm not too fond of water, but I am 
calm and gentle. I'm a watchful, easy-going buff, red tabby. 
I love to roll over and relax when you scratch me. I'm just a 
year old but I am wise beyond my years.

Jerome “Jerry” Rogers 
Loftus, after 86 years of a 
life well lived, died May 28, 
2017. He was born to the 
late John “Buddy” Francis 
Loftus Jr and Jane Rogers 
Loftus on March 21, 1931 
in Princeton, Kentucky.  
Jerry was a member of 
Plymouth Park United 
Methodist Church. He was 
preceded in death by his 
wife, Lee Loftus; son, Jerry 
Michael and brother, John 
Francis III. Jerry graduated 
from Butler High School 
in Princeton, Kentucky 
and a t tended Western 
Kentucky University in 
Bowling Green, Kentucky 
and Springhill College in 
Mobile, Alabama.  Jerry 
served in the Air Force from 
1951-1955 as an airplane 
mechanic, then worked 36 
years with Delta Airlines. 

Jerry enjoyed time both as a 
CB and Ham Radio operator. 
For the past decade, Jerry 
was an enthusiastic member 
of the Irving AMBUCS 
doing his  par t  to  see 
AMTRYKES presented 
and gifted to those in need, 
particularly children. Left 
behind to cherish Jerry’s 
memory is daughter Teri 
Loftus-Emery and husband 
Rick; son Michael Loftus 
and wife Tammy; grandson 
Corey Loftus; sister-in-law 
Margie Loftus, along with 
numerous extended family. 
Memorial service 11:00 
AM, Thursday, June 1, 
2017 at Brown’s Memorial 
Funeral Home with Pastor 
Dennis King officiating. The 
family requests memorials 
to Irving AMBUCS, P.O. 
Box 153425, Irving, TX, 
75015-3425.

JEROME "JERRY" ROGERS LOFTUS

one at the lodge as an exten-
sion of her family.

“I never ever in my whole 
life expected to receive the 
Golden Dove.” Walters 
said. “I am very thankful 
to receive it and am very 
honored. I’ll treasure this 
always.” 

Since its inception, Wal-
ters is only the fourth wom-
an to receive the award. 
Her family presented her a 
necklace with a golden dove 

pendant. 
Along with the award, 

Brother Waldrum was giv-
en a $500 check on behalf 
of the lodge to go towards 
the AMBUCS’ AmTryke 
program that provides 
therapeutic tricycles to in-
dividuals suffering from 
poor motor skills, strength 
development and other dis-
abilities; a charity Waldrum 
brought to the attention of 
the Irving Masonic Lodge.

By Nathaniel Sillin
Whether it’s a matter 

of comfort, appearance or 
safety, there are many med-
ical procedures that you 
may want or need, but your 
health insurance won’t cov-
er. 

Laser eye surgery may 
fall into the want category 
for most people and it can 
be a hefty investment with 
each eye costing several 
thousand dollars. For those 
wanting to start a family, 
infertility treatments, which 
can cost over $10,000, may 
be closer to a need. Yet most 
states don’t require health 
insurance to cover treat-
ments. 

Considering the lasting 
impact that these and oth-
er procedures can have on 
your life, you may not want 
to seek out the least expen-
sive option. However, that 
doesn’t mean you should 
forgo attempts to save al-
together. From tax-advan-
taged accounts to compari-
son shopping doctors, there 
are many approaches to 
safely cutting costs. 

See if you could get a tax 
break. Although tax breaks 
don’t lower a medical pro-
cedure’s price, tax deduc-
tions can decrease your tax-
able income and by using a 
tax-advantaged account you 

Safely cut the cost of 
elective medical expenses

may be able to pay for some 
medical procedures with 
income-tax-free money. 

Take a medical expense 
tax deduction. If you item-
ize your tax deductions, you 
can get a deduction for your 
qualified medical expenses 
that exceed 10 percent of 
your adjusted gross income. 
Laser eye surgery and some 
fertility enhancement treat-
ments may qualify. Howev-
er, cosmetic surgery doesn’t 
unless it’s related to a con-
genital abnormality, disfig-
uring disease or an injury 
resulting from trauma or an 
accident. 

Use an employer-spon-
sored flexible spending 
account (FSA). Some em-
ployers offer FSAs as an 
employee benefit. You can 
make tax-deductible con-
tributions to the account 
each year and withdraw 
the money tax-free to pay 
for qualified medical ex-
penses, including health 
insurance deductibles and 
copayments. However, this 
approach could require 
planning as you may forfeit 
remaining FSA money at 
the end of each year. 

Enroll in health insur-
ance with a health savings 
account (HSA). An HSA ac-
count is similar to an FSA in 
that you can contribute pre-

tax money and withdraw 
funds to pay for eligible 
medical expenses tax-free. 
HSAs don’t have the use-
it-or-lose-it requirement, 
but to qualify for an HSA 
account, you need to enroll 
in a High Deductible Health 
Plan (HDHP) and can’t be 
eligible for Medicare. 

Ask your health insurance 
company about discounts. 
Even when a health insur-
ance provider doesn’t cover 
a procedure, members may 
still be able to save money 
by going through their in-
surance. 

For example, health in-
surance generally won’t cov-
er the cost of Laser eye sur-
gery, but your provider may 
offer a 5 to 15 percent dis-
count if you get the surgery 
at partner eye care centers. 

Health insurance require-
ments can also vary from 
one state to another, and 
you should double-check 
your benefits before assum-
ing something isn’t covered. 
Infertility treatment is one 
of these gray areas, as some 
states require health insur-
ance plans to provide cover-
age while others do not. 

Compare costs from dif-
ferent providers. Varying 
medical costs sometimes 
make headlines when pa-
tients find out that a $3,000 

medical procedure at a hos-
pital could cost several hun-
dred at a nearby clinic. If it’s 
not an emergency, there are 
websites that you can use 
to comparison shop nearby 
medical centers and get es-
timated prices. 

Some people also look for 
savings in other countries. 
Medical tourism is a grow-
ing industry, and millions of 
people travel outside their 
home countries seeking 
lower costs, higher-quality 
services, treatments that 
aren’t available at home, 
a relaxing environment to 
recover in or a combination 
of several of these factors. 
While the U.S. is a desti-
nation for some medical 
tourists, Canada, Southeast 
Asia, Latin America and 
parts of Europe are also 
popular. 

Bottom line: Although 
you may not be able to con-
vince your health insurance 
company to cover what it 
considers an elective proce-
dure; you can turn to other 
methods to save money. As 
with other large expenses, 
you can take a dual big- and 
little-picture approach by 
looking for tax breaks that 
lower your effective cost and 
savings opportunities that 
can reduce a procedure’s 
price. 

Last month, 11 new police 
officers were sworn in and 
assigned to five colleges in 
the Dallas County Commu-
nity College District’s (DC-
CCD) system. 

“We are excited to grad-
uate our first DCCCCD Po-
lice Academy class,” said 
Lauretta Hill, the district’s 
commissioner of public 
safety and security. “These 
police officers come to us 

DCCCD welcomes 11 new police officers

with lots of experience. 
They are prepared and 
ready.” 

Students, staff, faculty 
and visitors can continue to 
rely on DCCCD to provide 
a safe and welcoming envi-
ronment.

DCCCD recently com-
bined its seven college po-
lice departments into one 
cohesive police agency. The 
newly-hired officers have 

worked for various entities, 
including municipal, county 
and college police depart-
ments as well as the mili-
tary. 

The new officers and their 
assignments are:

Eastfield College – Latoya 
Harris, Jesse Milbourn and 
Harlan Thompson

El Centro College – Lat-
rica Carter, Robert Guerra 
and Raul Valdez 

Mountain View College 
– LaQuoter Hashaway and 
Marcleshria Shaw

North Lake College – 
Warren Harris

Richland College – Ste-
phen Gutierrez-Rodriguez 
and Jose Ramirez.

DCCCD now has a total of 
153 sworn officers, Hill said. 

SOURCE Dallas County Commu-
nity College District

metropolitan areas, wom-
en who are pregnant and 
postpartum, and people 
who have a history of pre-
scription opioid misuse. It 
will also target people who 
may be at an increased risk 
of developing an opioid use 
disorder, including people 
being treated for chronic 
pain, veterans and people 
who live in rural areas with 
high rates of opioid use. 
HHSC plans to implement 
opioid prevention and 
treatment services through 
contract amendments with 
existing providers and open 
enrollments to expand our 
network of providers, in-
cluding Local Mental Health 
and Behavioral Health Au-
thorities and new contracts 
with university partners. 

SOURCE Texas Health and Hu-
man Services Commission

TEXAS
GRANT
Continued from Page 2

Gene Waldrum (center) proudly accepts The Golden Trowel Award, 
the Irving Masonic Lodge's annual award given to a member for 
going above and beyond. / Photo contributed
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their infor-
mation on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving 
Rambler will have accurate information. Listings 
are limited to the Organization’s name, meeting 
location and time. If an organization wishes to have 
more information than the free listing offers, we will 
continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-
7878

Circle I - Square 
& Round Dance Club
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Evening Lions Club

1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm
Community Bible Church

2301 Texas Drive
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Hallelujah Pool Players

Every Wed. @ Noon
Heritage Senior Center

200 S Jefferson St., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month 
7:30 to 9 PM

Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
 Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Second Tuesday each month @ 7:30 

P.M.
132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017

irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600
Irving Noonday Lions

PH 972-409-9940
Every Wed. @ Noon

Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 
Irving Republican 

Women’s Club 
2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm 

IHOP on Highway 635
Irving Retired School

Personnel Association
First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Chateau on Wildbriar Lake

1515 Hard Rock Road
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS

* It was Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, beloved creator of 
Sherlock Holmes, who made the following sage ob-
servation: “I should dearly love that the world should 
be ever so little better for my presence. Even on this 
small stage we have our two sides, and something 
might be done by throwing all one’s weight on the 
scale of breadth, tolerance, charity, temperance, 
peace and kindliness to man and beast. We can’t all 
strike very big blows, and even the little ones count 
for something.”

* In France, writing a bad check is not just bad form 
-- it’s illegal. Violators of the “cheque sans provision” 
law are subject to criminal fines and can be banned 
from writing checks for up to five years. 

* You might be shocked if you came across the term “lust-house” in, 
say, a newspaper. You shouldn’t be, though -- it doesn’t mean what you 
think it means. The term comes to us (unsurprisingly) from German, 
where the word might refer to either a country house or a tavern with 
a beer garden. 

* There was a time when the game of checkers was commonly -- and 
condescendingly -- called “chess for ladies.” 

* Avian veterinarians agree: One of the main health problems faced by 
pet parrots is obesity. Evidently, Polly wants more than just a cracker.

* It’s interesting to speculate whether American singer, songwriter and 
record producer Kid Rock would have met with as much success had 
he kept the name he was given at birth, Bob Ritchie.
***
Thought for the Day: “Wear your learning, like your watch, in a private 
pocket, and do not pull it out and strike it merely to show you have one. 
If you are asked what o’clock it is, tell it, but do not proclaim it hourly and 
unasked, like the watchman.” -- Lord Chesterfield

1. MOVIES: Which 1974 movie featured 
a character named Jake Gittes?
2. LANGUAGE: What are three letters 
of the Greek alphabet that begin with 
the letter “p”?

3. HUMAN ANATOMY: What part of the brain regulates body 
temperature and controls the autonomic nervous system?
4. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What is a hussar?
5. MYTHOLOGY: Which figure in Greek mythology possessed 
the gift of prophecy?
6. GEOGRAPHY: What artificial structure connects the 
Mediterranean Sea and the Red Sea?
7. TELEVISION: Who played the lead role in the drama 
“Columbo”?
8. MUSIC: What Barry Manilow song started with the line “”Her 
name was Lola”?
9. GOVERNMENT: What amendment to the Constitution 
authorized federal taxes on income?
10. FOOD & DRINK: What shape is the pasta called farfalle?

Answers
1. “Chinatown” (Jack Nicholson)
2. Phi, pi and psi
3. The hypothalamus
4. A horseman in a European light 
calvary unit
5. Cassandra
6. Suez Canal 
7. Peter Falk
8. “Copacabana”
9. Sixteenth Amendment
10. Bows or butterflies

ANSWER KEY
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The parent center of Brown Elementary is one of 11 centers to be recognized with the Seal of Excellence Award. Pictured are Brown parent 
volunteers with parent liaison Maria Mancillas, principal Jason Barrett and Language and Parent Services administrators. / Photo contributed

WORSHIP ADS

To list your house of worship 
in the Rambler, please contact 
Joe at  972-870-1992 or  joes@

ramblernewspapers.net

UNITY CHURCH

Unity of Irving
Sunday Morning Services:

9:30 AM Adult Class
11:00 AM Service

& Children’s Church
Reverend Frank Pounders

and Reverend Margaret Pounders
210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061

972-253-5083
unitychurchofirving.com

First United Methodist 
Church 

211 W. Third,  75060
972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.

org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Chapel
Second and fourth Sundays

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

First Church of Christ, Scientist
2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 75061

972-253-7202
www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-0476

access code 884879
For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.
972-790-8606 

www.BeltLineChurch.com

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W. Airport Freeway Irving Tx
972-255-4185

www.ppumc.org

UNITED METHODIST

WORSHIP

Sunday Morning 
Worship
8:30 a.m.

Traditional 
Communion Service

Holy Communion every Sunday

9:15 a.m.
Non-Traditional Service

Plymouth Park Praise Band

11:00 a.m.
Traditional Service

Chancel Choir

Dr. William E. La Barr, 
Senior Pastor

Rev. Sara Hardaway, Associate Pastor
Dr. Rusty Hodges, Associate Pastor

We're holding a place for you!
PLYMOUTH PARK 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
1615 W. Airport Freeway, 

Irving, Texas 75062
972-255-4185

For more details go to www.ppumc.org

Irving ISD recently recog-
nized several campus parent 
centers with this year’s Seal 
of Excellence Award. 

The parent center of Brown 
Elementary is one of the cen-
ters recognized with the Seal 
of Excellence Award. Pictured 

Celebrating parent involvement

are Brown parent volunteers 
with parent liaison Maria 
Mancillas, principal Jason 
Barrett and Language and 
Parent Services administra-
tors. 

Eleven centers and parent 
liaisons were selected by the 

department of Language 
and Parent Services for their 
outstanding achievements 
in parent education and 
volunteerism during the 
2016-2017 school year. Gold 
awards went to Branden-
burg, Brown, Davis, Keyes 

and Schulze elementary 
schools, while Bowie Middle 
School, Barton, Gilbert, John 
Haley, Townley and Townsell 
elementary schools received 
silver. 

SOURCE Irving ISD

Social Security delivers the 2016 
most popular baby names in Texas

The Social Security Ad-
ministration recently an-
nounced the most popular 
baby names in Texas for 
2016. Noah and Emma 
topped the list. 

Emma and Noah are 
again America’s most popu-
lar baby names, for the third 
year in a row. This marks 
the fourth year at number 
one for Noah and the third 
for Emma. There is only 
one new name in the top 10 
this year—Elijah, the first 

By Nathaniel Sillin
Some homeowners can’t 

wait to see the assessed 
value of their home drop. 
In fact, they’ll tell you the 
bigger the drop, the better. 
Why? Your property tax-
es depend on your tax rate 
and your property’s current 
market value, which is de-
termined by a local assessor. 
You can’t dispute the tax 
rate, but you may be able to 
show why the assessed val-
ue is too high. 

An appeal that results in 
a lower value could save you 
money for years to come. 

Find out when you can 
file an appeal. Start the pro-
cess by determining when 
you can appeal your home’s 
value assessment. You may 
be able to find the deadline 
on your local assessor’s 
website, which might also 
have instructions on how to 
file an appeal. 

Some areas have a sever-
al-month window each year 
for appeals, often following 
the annual mailing of as-
sessment value notices. In 
addition, you might be able 
to dispute your property’s 
assessment following a ren-
ovation or if you just bought 
the home. 

Check your current as-
sessment for errors. Every 
year, you should receive an 
official letter stating the as-
sessed value of your home. 
If you think your property 
value is lower than the stat-

Make sure your property’s assessed value is correct
ed value, start collecting 
proof to demonstrate your 
reasoning.

One of the first things 
to look for is a mistake on 
your property’s description, 
which may be on the letter 
you received or on your 
property card – available 
at the assessor’s office or 
online. 

It’s not unheard of for a 
property card to list an ex-
tra bathroom or incorrect 
square footage. Assessors 
aren’t always able to look 
inside a home during an 
inspection, and they might 
not know about renovations 
to a home. 

Make a note of errors and 
try to estimate the value of 
each. You’ll be able to use 
these as a basis for your ap-
peal. 

Gather more evidence. 
To strengthen your appeal, 
you may want to find addi-
tional evidence. 

Make a list of comparable 
properties. Try to get a list 
of four to six similar prop-
erties in your area and their 
market value. You could use 
real estate websites that list 
recent or estimated sales 
prices, ask your neighbors 
or look through public da-
tabases to find official as-
sessed values. If you find 
the homes’ sales prices or 
assessed values are low-
er than yours, or similar 
but your home is in worse 
condition, you may have a 

strong argument. 
Estimate the cost of re-

pairs. A leaky roof, cracked 
driveway or another issue 
could lower your proper-
ty’s value. Make a list of 
the faults, estimate cost for 
repairs and take pictures as 
proof. 

Make a note of changes 
in your neighborhood. A 
property’s value depends on 
more than just the home. If 
nearby houses were recently 
foreclosed on or the schools’ 
rankings dropped, your 
property could be worth less 
than it was before. 

Get a professional as-
sessment. You could hire 
a state-certified appraiser 
to estimate your property’s 
current value. However, 
the assessment might cost 
$300 to $500, and this 
might only be a good idea if 
your research already looks 
fruitful. In some areas, you 
may need an official assess-
ment to file an appeal. 

Once you organize your 
evidence, it’s time to file an 
appeal. 

Present your findings. 
The appeal process varies 
depending on where you 
live. If you have a simple 
scenario, such as a mistake 
on your property card, you 
might be able to make your 
appeal over the phone. But 
some counties require you 
to submit the appeal online 
or by mail, or you may have 
to schedule an in-person re-

view at the assessor’s office. 
It could take several 

weeks to months to hear 
back. If the decision doesn’t 
come back in your favor, you 
could file another appeal 
with an independent review 
board.

Bottom line: After gather-
ing evidence, you can make 
a showing for why your 
home’s assessed value is too 
high and potentially low-
er your property taxes. But 
think twice if you’re con-
sidering selling your home 
soon. A lower assessed val-
ue might affect how much 
someone is willing to pay for 
the home. 

time he has ever reached 
the list of 10. Like a name, 
Social Security is with you 
through life’s journey, start-
ing at birth when newborns 
receive their Social Security 
number. 

Here are the top 5 boys 
and girls names for 2016:

Boys:  
1) Noah  
2) Liam   
3) William  
4) Mason  

5) James

Girls:
1) Emma
2) Olivia
3) Ava
4) Sophia
5) Isabella

The agency began com-
piling the baby name list 
in 1997, with names dating 
back to 1880. At the time 
of a child’s birth, parents 
supply the name to the 

agency when applying for a 
child’s Social Security card, 
thus making Social Securi-
ty America’s source for the 
most popular baby names.

In addition to each state’s 
top baby names (and names 
for U.S. territories), Social 
Security’s website has a list 
of the 1,000 most popular 
boys and girls names for 
2016.

SOURCE Social Security 
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MEMORIAL DAY
Continued from Page 1
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2819 W 15th St, Plano, TX 75075
www.holidaywarehouse.com

This is a once a year sale featuring the best custom 
furniture that will sell for less than entry-level stores!

You will recognize the pieces from high-end stores, 
but the brand names cannot be released due to the discounts.

Don’t get your furniture in a box from China! 
These pieces feature:

- Hand-applied nailhead trim
- Solid, Heavy-weight Wood like Walnut, 

Acacia and Mahogany
- 100% Top Grain Leather from the 

best leather manufacturers
- Hand-carved and hand-painted details

Store Hours: 
Mon - Sat 10am - 6pm, 

Closed Sundays
844-835-6725

70-80% OFF RETAIL and priced to sell!
$5,000 leather sofas for under $1,000!

$2,000 chairs for under $500!

From clean line to Rustic, 
Farmhouse to Mid-Century Modern

We have a great mix of designer furniture, hand-
made from a local company.

Whether it’s time for a refresh or you want to 
upgrade your decor - come shop our 

HUGE FURNITURE 
BLOWOUT this weekend!

LAST CHANCE
LIQUIDATION

males on my dad’s side were 
career Army or Air Force,” 
Mansfield said. “When I 
was in high school, both 
September 11 and the inva-
sion of Iraq occurred.

“I thought, worst case 
scenario I’ll retire after 20 
years, or I can go get a col-

lege degree. I thought it was 
kind of stepping stone for a 
future either way. I quickly 
realized by the first deploy-
ment that I did not want to 
stay in for 20 years and col-
lege seemed to be a much 
better option.”

After serving five years, 
Pranay Varada of Irving, 

a 14-year-old at DeWitt 
Perry Middle School in Car-
rollton, took top honors at 
the 29th annual National 
Geographic Bee held May 
17 at National Geographic 
headquarters in Washing-
ton, D.C. 

In addition to earning the 
title of National Geograph-
ic Bee champion, Pranay 
received a $50,000 college 
scholarship and a lifetime 
membership in the National 
Geographic Society. He will 
also travel (along with one 
parent or guardian), all ex-
penses paid, on a Lindblad 
expedition to the Galápagos 
Islands aboard the new Na-
tional Geographic Endeav-
our ll. Travel for the trip is 
provided by Lindblad Expe-
ditions and National Geo-
graphic. 

The second-place winner 
and recipient of a $25,000 
college scholarship was 
14-year-old Thomas Wright 
of Mequon, Wisconsin, an 
eighth-grader at University 
School of Milwaukee. Third 
place and a $10,000 college 
scholarship went to Veda 
Bhattaram of Pine Brook, 
New Jersey, a 13-year-old 
seventh-grader at Robert R. 
Lazar Middle School.

During an intense 
six-question tiebreaker 
round to determine the 
champion, Thomas took the 
lead only to be challenged 

Irving resident wins 
National Geographic Bee

by Pranay. Each Bee contes-
tant is given one opportuni-
ty to challenge the answer to 
be determined by the judg-
es. The question was “Mu 
Gia Pass, a strategic pass 
and a key point of entry to 
the Ho Chi Minh Trail, lies 
in what mountain range?” 
The judges decided to ac-
cept both answers: Annam 
and Annamite.

The sixth and final ques-
tion, which clinched the 
win for Pranay, was: “What 
large mountain system that 
stretches more than 1,200 
miles separates the Tak-
limakan Desert from the 
Tibetan Plateau?” Answer: 
“Kunlun Mountains.”

Fifty-four state and ter-
ritory winners took part 
in the preliminary rounds 
of the 2017 National Geo-
graphic Bee on Monday, 
May 15. The top 10 finishers 
in the preliminary rounds 
met in the morning’s final 
round, which was moder-
ated by humorist, journal-
ist and actor Mo Rocca. 
The seven other finalists, 
who each won $500, were 
Nicholas Monahan of Mc-
Call, Idaho; Anish Susarla 
of Leesburg, Virginia; Lucas 
Eggers of Rochester, Min-
nesota; Rohan Kanchana of 
Hockessin, Delaware; Max 
Garon of the District of Co-
lumbia; Ahilan Eraniyan of 
San Ramon, California; and 
Abhinav Govindaraju of 

Bedford, New Hampshire.
“The National Geograph-

ic Bee shines a unique and 
fun light on geography and 
its importance to every one 
of us,” Gary E. Knell, pres-
ident and CEO, National 
Geographic Society, said. “I 
congratulate all of the 2017 
National Geographic Bee 
participants and thank their 
parents and teachers for the 
encouragement they pro-
vided along the way.”

Almost 3 million stu-
dents in 10,000 schools in 
all 50 states, the District 
of Columbia, U.S. Atlantic 
and Pacific territories and 
Department of Defense De-
pendents Schools took part 
in the 2017 National Geo-
graphic Bee.

The National Geographic 
Society developed the Na-
tional Geographic Bee in 
1989 in response to concern 
about the lack of geograph-
ic knowledge among young 
people in the United States. 

SOURCE National Geographic 
Society 

Mansfield went to Dallas 
Baptist University to earn 
a degree in history as well 
as a teaching certificate. He 
currently lives in Irving and 
is a history teacher at Bird-
ville High School. He really 
enjoyed the program and 
plans to attend all future 
events put on by the com-
mittee. 

“I thought the event was 
astonishing.” Mansfield 
said. “I loved it. I thought 
it was kind of the perfect 
blend of paying tribute to 
those that have gone before 
us in the spirit of the Memo-
rial Day service, but it was 
also a good tribute celebrat-
ing America.”

“We hope we’re able to 
reach more people, so they 
have an opportunity to hon-
or those people who have 
done something extraordi-
nary for us,” Barbosa-Crain 
said. “People really appre-
ciate the fact they can come 
together in a community 
way to remember them.”

For the sixth year, Irving 
ISD presented 10@10, a 
time when all students, staff 
and community volunteers 
read for 10 minutes at 10 
a.m. 

The 10@10 initiative, held 
May 26, is part of the Ir-
ving Reads program, which 
has provided more than 
700,000 free books to stu-
dents from prekindergarten 
to eighth grade to encour-
age a love of learning and 
reading during the summer. 
All schools participated in 
10@10, but a special pre-
sentation was held at Brown 
Elementary School. Jose 
L. Parra, Ed.D., Irving ISD 
Superintendent of Schools, 
and Brown Elementary 
School Principal Jason Bar-
nett took turns reading Dr. 
Seuss’s Oh, The Place You’ll 

IISD 10@10 promotes reading

Go! to a group of first grad-
ers. In addition, a represen-
tative of the Irving Public 
Library shared information 
about the library’s summer 

reading program and incen-
tives. The event concluded 
with a surprise visit from 
Clifford the Big Red Dog. 

SOURCE Irving ISD

Irving ISD Superintendent of Schools Jose L. Parra, Ed.D., visits with a group of 
first graders at Brown Elementary School prior to reading Dr. Seuss’s Oh, The 
Places You’ll Go! as part of the Irving Reads! 10@10 initiative. / Photo contributed

Pranay Varada (right) humbly thanks his opponent after winning the 29th annual National Geographic Bee in 
Washington D.C. The 14-year-old Irving resident received a $50,000 college scholarship. / Photos contributed

A stern soldier keeps watch over Irving Veterans Memorial Park, one of many 
statues that was the backdrop for the Irving Memorial Day of Service.  
/ Photo by Daisy Silos

Freelancers Needed
Rambler Newspapers is currently seeking inquisitive 

individuals with experience in:

Editing - Writing - Photography

To apply send resume, clips and image samples to: 
staceys@ramblernewspapers.net

For more information call 972-870-1992


