
Serving Irving, Las Colinas, Valley Ranch, and Coppell   RamblerNewspapers.com    July 1, 2017  50¢

TEST FLIGHT: After working hard to build their 
kite together, Sanjay Mehta and his daughter, 
Ruhi, are ready to see if it can fly. /Photo by Daisy 
Silos

See LIT'S ALIVE
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By Daisy Silos
Nestled between an Ir-

ving neighborhood near 
East 15th Street and East Vil-
big Road lies one of Irving’s 
hidden gems: The Fritz 
Park Petting Farm. Open 
since June 1970, the farm 
provides a friendly setting 
for families to interact with 
animals at no cost. The farm 
is open every summer from 
the beginning of June until 
the end of July and houses 
a variety of animals such as 
goats, rabbits, sheep and 
many others. 

“It’s fun and it’s free,” said 
Madeline Meijering, senior 
petting farm attendant. 
“Two-year-olds love it and 
200-year-olds would love 
it. It’s a really neat place, 
and it’s great that the city 
is running an interactive 
place like this because most 
people wouldn’t be able to 
experience these animals 
hands-on unless there was 

By Daisy Silos
Children and their fathers 

filled the Sam Houston Trail 
Park to celebrate Father’s 
Day a little early by partic-
ipating in the Father’s Day 
Kite Flying event on Satur-
day morning, June 16. 

“We wanted to do some-

By Daisy Silos
Children and their par-

ents spent a stormy after-
noon at the South Irving 
Public Library enjoying 
the Lit’s Alive: Little 
Prince Tea on Saturday, 
June 24. The Lit’s Alive 
program brings classic lit-
erature to life.

“We pick classics that 
we celebrate,” teen ser-
vices librarian Kristin 
Trevino said. “Those 
of us who grew up lov-
ing it, introduce it to the 

By Daisy Silos
Rummaging through 

aisles of books at the South 
Irving Library, students 
in grades 6 - 12 frantically 
searched for clues during 
the Space Runners Scaven-
ger Hunt held on Tuesday 
afternoon, June 20.

Students were divided 
into two teams and had to 
work together to find clues 
hidden in different areas of 
the library. 

“The scavenger hunt let 
them get familiar with plac-
es in the library,” said Mary 

Kites soar high for Father’s Day
thing special for our fathers 
who live here in Irving,” 
Dante Harris, a recreation 
specialist for Cimarron Park 
Recreation Center, said. 
“This is the only event we 
have for kids and their fa-
thers, so we thought this 
would be perfect.” 

For five dollars, fami-
lies received all the ma-
terials needed to build 
a kite. Markers were 
available to add their 
own personal touches. 
The event brings togeth-
er children and their 
fathers by working as a 
team to build the kite. 

“We buy the kites, 
and the fathers help the 
kids put them togeth-
er,” Harris said. “It’s a 
process, but the best 
part about it is the kids 
get the markers and the 
colors and write their 

names, draw pictures and 
personalize it. Then they go 
out and fly them. We think 
it’s great.”

Sanjay Mehta brought his 
two daughters, eight-year-
old Rihi and fifteen-year-
old Anusha. 

“My wife looked to see if 
there were any Father’s Day 
events and she found this,” 
Sanjay said. “Kite flying is 
very big in India.”

The Mehta’s said the 
most difficult part of the 
event was the kite building 
process. 

“First we put it on the 

wrong side, and the rods 
kept on falling apart in my 
kite,” Rihi said. “I like flying 
the kite, because I get to en-
joy running around with the 
kite.” 

Hari Patadia and his son, 
twelve-year-old Vandan, 

also struggled to assemble 
the kite. 

“The first time we tried it, 
it just tore up,” Vandan said. 
“One of the volunteers here 
just came over to us and 
asked if we needed help. 
They were very nice and 
kind.”

Hari was also thankful for 
the volunteers’ help. 

“Kite building was a bit 
tricky in our initial state, but 
the volunteers were here 
and they were teaching us 
how to do everything,” Hari 

said. “With their 
guidance, we’ve 
done extremely 
good. After see-
ing the process of 
everything, it was 
very easy.”

“The Father’s 
Day Kite Festival 
is a great experi-
ence. My son and I 
enjoyed it a lot. It’s 
one of our favorite 
things to fly kites. 
It’s a very great 
experience, a very 
good initiative with 
a lot of enjoyment.” 

More than 40 fa-
thers signed up for 
the kite flying event 
this year. Harris 
hopes to see great-
er participation 
next year. 

“I would like to 
have a lot more 
people,” Harris 
said. “It would be wonderful 
to see this field littered with 
kids and their fathers, that’d 
be perfect.”

Scavenger hunt with 
author leads to knowledge

Hinson, senior library as-
sistant of teen services. “We 
also had a visiting author, 
Jeramey Kraatz, author of 
Space Runners: The Moon 
Platoon and The Cloak So-
ciety trilogy. It was a space 
themed scavenger hunt, and 
then we had a little meet 
and greet, Q and A session.”

This event is just one of 

many programs the library 
will host for teenagers this 
summer.

“During the summer we 
definitely hold more pro-
grams, because students 
have more time to be at the 
library,” Hinson said. “This 

Lit’s Alive program brings 
classic literature to life

new generation. The pro-
gram is designed to be 
multi-generational for all 
ages to enjoy.”

For this event, the li-
brarians along with mem-
bers of the Young Adult 
Action Council (YAAC) 
offered craft stations 
relating to Antoine de 
Saint-Exupery’s nov-
el. The event included 
snacks and a screening of 
the film adaption. 

“We decided to do 
Little Prince in the sum-

mer because it went with 
our teen summer theme 
which is, “Out of this 
World.” The Little Prince 
and the asteroid seemed 
like a perfect tie in,” Tre-
vino said.

YAAC is a group of 
young adults who have a 
passion for reading and 
help create programs for 
the community. 

“We like to organize 

Barn doors open 
for annual 

petting farm
something like this.”

Lily Diaz attended the 
farm for the first time this 
summer with her two-year-
old son, Valentino, and her 
husband, Felipe. Diaz has 
been an Irving resident for 
over 30 years but never 
knew that she had a free pet-
ting farm right in her back-
yard. It was not until she re-
ceived a newsletter from the 
City of Irving that she read 
about this hidden treasure 
and decided to check it out 
for herself. 

“I didn’t think we were 
going to be that close to the 
animals, and my son really 
enjoys it,” Diaz said. “I just 
came by to enjoy the day 
with my son. It’s a good 
summer activity to get out of 
the house for a little bit.”

Diaz hopes to make this 
an annual tradition for her 
family. She’s even planning 

We wanted to do something special 
for our fathers who live here in Irving. 

See SCAVENGER HUNT
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See PETTING ZOO
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SPACE HUNTERS: Grace Pipkins, Ruby Ollis, and Delana Ellis (left to right) won the scavenger hunt and show off 
their prizes alongside Jeramey Kraatz, a young adult author. /Photo by Daisy Silos
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FAMILY TRADITION: Mackenzie Connell is flanked by her family after she was recognized as this year's Irving 
Masonic Lodge scholarship recipient. / Photo by Daisy Silos

See MASONIC LODGE
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Betcha Bingo - July 4, Active Military, ID Required
Play Paper for a penny

book themed events for 
the community,” Erick 
Adame, a member of 
YAAC, said. “Everything 
is free. We always have 
snacks and a bunch of ac-
tivities for everyone to do.

“We have little activi-
ties for people to do that 
correlate to the movie. We 
thought they would be fun 
for the whole family and 

easy for everyone to do.”
The stations includ-

ed building an airplane 
magnet out of craft 
sticks, making a head-
band with fox ears, and 
creating a flower pen.

Irving resident and 
avid reader Kim Kirk 
brought two of her chil-
dren, Ethan (11) and 
Katelyn (6), to the event. 

LIT'S ALIVE
Continued from Page 1

“We like 
all of the pro-
grams, but we 
like the Lit’s 
Alive one be-
cause we real-
ly like classic 
l i t e r a t u r e , ” 
Kirk said. “My 
older ones, al-
though they 
enjoy the mov-
ie, they mostly 
come for the 
snacks. My 
little one espe-
cially likes the 
crafts, but it’s 
a great family 
event.”

Kirk is sub-
scribed to the 
library’s news-

letter in order to keep up 
with their events. She tries 
to make time for her fam-
ily to routinely visit the 
library.

“I love books,” Kirk 

said. “From the time they 
were born, I’ve tried to 
share my love of books 
with them. My oldest son 
literally took his first steps 
at the library’s story time 
when he was a year old, so 
it’s just a part of our fam-
ily.

“The library is really 
evolving, and the way that 
I see it, Irving is ahead. 
They’ve got their fin-
ger on the pulse when it 
comes to what the com-
munity wants and really 
meets those needs.

“I think probably 30 
years ago when I was just 
a little girl, they had some 
neat things to do, but noth-
ing like what my kids are 
getting to experience. 
Back then, the library was 
a place to go and check 
out books. It’s not just a 
place to come check out a 
book any more, it’s more 
of a community center.” 

By Daisy Silos
The Irving Masonic Lodge 

not only gave an award, but 
they alsoreceived an award 
on Tuesday, June 13. 

A $1,000 scholarship 
was awarded to Mackenzie 
Connell, a John H. Guyer 
High School senior from 
Denton. Every year, the Ma-
sons award a scholarship to 
a deserving student who is 
a son, daughter, or grand-
child of an Irving Mason. 
Billy Connell, chaplain of 
the lodge, nominated his 

Irving Masonic Lodge awards 
scholarship, receives Vanguard Award

granddaughter. 
“When they told me she 

won, I felt emotional, proud, 
and thankful, because it 
means a lot,” Connell said. 
“It’s going to help get her 
started. It’s not going to take 
her all the way down the 
road, but you’ve got to start 
at the beginning, and she has 
a good starting point.

“She was chosen because 
she’s worked very hard. She 
was a cheerleader. She was 
active in the choir all four 
years. She worked 25 hours 

a week outside of school and 
kept her grades up.”

Mackenzie will attend 
North Central Texas College 
in Flower Mound for the fall 
semester, then transfer to 
Texas Tech in Lubbock in 
the spring.

“Tech has a really good 
medical program and pick-
ing a college is a big deal,” 
Mackenzie said. “Stephen 
F. Austin is actually in our 

ART OF FLYING: Erick Adame and a young participant of this year's Lit's Alive: Little 
Prince Tea build a magical airplane. /Photo by Daisy Silos
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SCAVENGER HUNT
Continued from Page 1

summer we have more pro-
grams than ever, just about 
one a week.”

Grace Pipkins, a junior 
at MacArthur High School, 
decided to participate along 
with her two best friends.

“I asked both of my friends 
to come because I thought 
it looked like fun,” Pipkins 
said. “I love scavenger hunts. 
I’ve always loved scavenger 
hunts and I’m very compet-
itive.”

Pipkins and her friends 
finished the scavenger hunt 
in about 20 minutes and 
won the grand prize, an iPod 
shuffle and a signed copy of 
Kraatz’s book Space Run-
ners. 

“It was like a rush of ex-
citement trying to finish,” 
Pipkins said. “It was real-
ly fun, and we had a good 
time.”

Kraatz enjoys coming to 
events hosted by the Irving 
Library system, not only be-
cause they are his favorite 
libraries, but because he gets 
the opportunity to interact 
with teenagers.

“It’s my favorite thing 
to do as part of my job as 
an author for kids,” Kraatz 

said. “It’s great to be able 
to be here and talk to these 
students who are really in-
terested in writing, to en-
courage them and maybe 
give them some advice. After 
this, I go back to my comput-
er and keep working. Having 
just talked to these kids, I re-
member why I’m doing this, 
so it’s refreshing for me as 
well.”

Diego Alvarez, an incom-
ing freshman at Jack E. 
Singley Academy, said even 
though his team lost, he still 
enjoyed the scavenger hunt. 

“I learned how to work 
together in a team, got to 
improve on my social skills, 
and I learned a lot about the 
library because there are 
a lot of things that I didn’t 
know even though I’ve been 
here so many times,” he said. 

Alvarez’s favorite part of 
the event was getting to talk 
to Kraatz in a one-on-one 
setting. 

“The first time I met him, 
he came to my elementary 
school, but that was a long 
time ago,” he said. “I’m 
interested in becoming a 
writer when I grow up, so 
it’s cool to meet people like 

Jeramey Kraatz and other 
famous authors.” 

Alvarez and his team did 
not leave empty handed. For 
their efforts in the scavenger 
hunt, they also received a 
signed copy of Space Run-
ners. 

“The scavenger hunt is 
a program that has actual-
ly been done almost every 
year,” Hinson said. “It’s a re-
curring program and every-
body seems to have a really 
good time with it.” 

Kraatz thinks the scaven-
ger hunt is a fun way to keep 
teenagers engaged in the 
summer.

“The great thing about the 
scavenger hunt is that tech-
nically they’re here to win 
prizes, but they’re in the li-
brary in the summer explor-
ing,” Kraatz said. “They get 
to find things they wouldn’t 
have found otherwise run-
ning through all these sec-
tions. They’re getting to 
explore the library and im-
merse themselves in books 
and remind themselves or 
learning for the first time. 
There’s such a world of lit-
erature and knowledge out 
there for them.”

Celebrate Coppell - Party In 
The Park
July 1, 2 pm - 10 pm
Coppell’s annual Independence 
Day celebration returns to Andrew 
Brown Park East, 260 E. Parkway 
Blvd. Park bigger and better than 
ever.

5k for Coppell Special 
Olympics 
July 1 
The Get You In Shape Coppell 5K 
benefiting Coppell Special Olym-
pics is a community event with 
a 1-mile fun run and a timed 5K 
Race on July 1st and is a part of 
Celebrate Coppell. This will be the 
first 5k in the newly updated Coppell 
Parks. For more information and 
to register for this family-friendly, 
community event visit: www.Cop-
pell5K.com. 

Irving Heritage House 
July 2, 3pm-5pm
Recognizing the 75th anniversary 
of the Little Golden Books, a spe-
cial exhibit of vintage books from 
the collection of Heritage Society 
member Karen Jackson will be 
on display at the Irving Heritage 
House. The Heritage House is 
located at 303 South O’Connor and 
monthly tours now include Mary’s 
Playhouse in the garden area as 
well. Admission is free. Guest will 
receive a complimentary copy of 
the history book Irving, Texas: From 
Rails to Wings by Norma Stanton.
Little Golden Books were created in 
1942 for children. Some of the first 
books included Three Little Kittens, 
Bedtime Stories, Prayers for Chil-
dren, The Little Red Hen and the 
all-time favorite and the top seller 
The Poky Little Puppy. The books 
have been colorfully illustrated with 
distinct styles from such artists as 
Richard Scarry, Eloise Wilkin, and 
Garth Williams. The books sold 
for 25 cents and you were even 
allowed to write your name in them.
 
School Supply Drive 
July 2-August 6
Help Irving ISD students start the 
school year off right by donating 
school supplies. All Irving Fire Sta-
tions are collecting school supplies 
July 2 through August 6. Supplies 
needed include:
Backpacks
Composition books
Crayons (24 count)
Rulers (standard and metric)
2-inch binders with dividers
Plastic folders with brads and 
pockets
No. 2 pencils
Small scissors
Spiral notebooks
Washable markers (8 count)
Erasers (large, bevel)
Glue sticks
Notebook paper (wide and college 
ruled)
Colored pencils (12 count)
Pencil box or pouch
Financial donations are also being 
accepted. Contact 972-600-5018 
for more information.

Irving’s Star-Spangled 
Parade 
July 4, 9 a.m. 
The parade begins at 9 a.m. July 
4 at Sowers Street and Irving 
Boulevard, near Millennium Park, 
and concludes about 10 a.m. After 
the parade, a reception at Heritage 
Park, 217 S. Main St., will include 
free watermelon, airbrush tattoos, 
balloons and a concert by Leo Hull 
and the Texas Blues Machine.

Celebrate Coppell - Parade 
Down Parkway
July 4, 9 am
Parade Route – Samuel To Park-
way Blvd., West On Parway To 
Town Center
Celebrate Independence Day with 
a patriotic parade! Put on your red, 
white and blue and head over to the 
parade route early for the best spot.

Irving’s party and fireworks
July 4, 6 p.m.
The celebration continues along 
Lake Carolyn, 601 E. Las Colinas 
Blvd. Entertainment includes live 
music by Downtown Fever, DJ 
Chris Brown and the Las Coli-
nas Symphony Orchestra’s Brass 
Quintet. The 20-minute fireworks 
display begins at 9:30 p.m. More 
than 20 food vendors will offer hot 
and cold treats.
Other activities include airbrush 
tattoos, photos with Uncle Sam and 
both wet and dry inflatable rides. 
Swim attire is not required; towels 
are recommended. Attendees are 
encouraged to bring blankets and 
lawns chairs; outside food and 
beverage is permitted.

Memorial Event for Police
July 7, 11 a.m.
The first anniversary of the Dallas 
police shooting brings memories of 
a tragic night for the Dallas Police 
Department, DART and El Centro 
College. El Centro has scheduled 
a memorial event to honor the 
officers who died that night, those 
who were wounded (including two 
El Centro police officers, Cpl. Bryan 
Shaw and Officer John Abbott) and 
all of those officers who responded.
The event will be held in the Student 
Center. 

Memorial Event for Police
July 7, 6:30 – 10 p.m.
Tribute 7/7, an organization led by 
the Dallas Police Department and 
other law enforcement associa-
tions, is to thank the community for 
its support of law enforcement and 
to encourage more communication 
between them. 
Tribute 7/7 is planning an evening 
of remembrance at City Hall Plaza 
for the community to gather and 
share memories of the 2016 events; 
show support to officers and their 
families who attend; and celebrate 
the officers who were lost that night.

Longtime Irving in-
surance agent Bill Hoo-
ten is calling it quits af-
ter more than 30 years 
of serving the commu-
nity.

"Bill Hooten is 
probably the 
best person 
I have ever 
w o r k e d 
for," said 
Matt Davis 
who works 
for Hooten. 
"He’s always 
optimistic, 
has the 
custom-
er’s best 
interests 
at heart, 
and is more 
than fair and gener-
ous with his employees.

"With his insurance 
work, his volunteer ef-
forts, and the time he 
enjoys with his growing 
extended family, Bill is 
always looking at the 
positive side of life. He’s 
got a way of handling 
problems unlike anyone 
I have known. Patience 
and good humor have 
served him well as an 

GOODBYE BILL
insurance guy. People 
are lucky he’s been their 
agent."

Hooten won a num-
ber of awards through-

out his career and 
was known 

as "The 
Giveaway 
King" for 
his give-
a w a y s 
to new 
h o u s e -

h o l d s , 
consistent-

ly sending 
birthday and 

g e t -
w e l l 
c a r d s 

to policy 
holders.

" S o m e t h i n g 
tells me Mr. Hooten 
will be helping people 
with managing the risks 
of everyday life for a 
while to come," Davis 
said. "He will be help-
ing the four new agents 
that will be serving his 
customers during the 
transition period. That’s 
just like Bill to give of 
himself for the benefit 
of others."

The Irving Police De-
partment is investigating a 
homicide that occurred on 
Saturday, April 29, 2017, at 
a home in the 2200 block 
of W. Eleventh Street. At 
approximately 8:00 p.m. 
officers were dispatched to 
an unconscious person call 
and found an adult male 
deceased inside the home 
alone. The victim, 49-year-
old Christopher Eugene 
Thomas, had been shot in an 
apparent act of homicide. 

Detectives are attempting 
to identify the person pic-
tured in these surveillance 
images as a person of inter-

Police homicide 
investigation

est in the case. The motive 
for the shooting is unclear; 
however, based upon the 
initial investigation detec-
tives do not believe there is 
a continuing danger to the 
community. 

Anyone with informa-
tion about this case or the 
identity of the person in the 
surveillance images is asked 
to contact the Irving Police 
Department at (972) 273-
1010 (24 hours) and refer-
ence case number 17-9504. 
Additionally, tips may be 
submitted via email at ipd-
crimetips@cityofirving.org.
SOURCE Irving Police Department

The nonprofit arts and 
culture industry generates 
$25.5 million in annual 
economic activity in Irving, 
supporting 1,031 full-time 
equivalent jobs and gener-
ating $2.6 million in local 
and state government reve-
nues, according to the Arts 
& Economic Prosperity 5 
national economic impact 
study. The most comprehen-
sive economic impact study 
of the nonprofit arts and 
culture industry ever con-
ducted in the United States, 
Arts & Economic Pros-
perity 5 was conducted by 
Americans for the Arts, the 
nation’s leading nonprofit 
organization for advancing 
the arts and arts education. 
Results show that nonprofit 
arts and culture organiza-
tions spent $24.2 million 
during fiscal year 2015. This 
spending is far-reaching: or-
ganizations pay employees, 
purchase supplies, contract 
for services and acquire as-
sets within their commu-
nity. Those dollars, in turn, 
generated $20.2 million in 
household income for local 
residents and more than 
$1 million in local and state 
government revenues.

“Art, like water, raises 
all ships,” Todd Eric Haw-
kins, Executive Director of 
the City of Irving’s Depart-
ment of Arts & Culture, said. 
“The data from the Arts and 

Great returns for Irving’s 
investment in the arts 

Economic Prosperity study 
proves that the impact of 
the arts in Irving goes be-
yond the benefits of com-
munity engagement and 
quality of life. It bolsters the 
economic well-being of our 
city.The arts not only builds 
metaphorical bridges in the 
community, it literally con-
tributes to building bridges 
in Irving.”

Nationwide, the Arts & 
Economic Prosperity 5 re-
veals that the nonprofit arts 
industry produces $166.3 
billion in economic activ-
ity every year, resulting in 
$63.8 billion in federal, state 
and local tax revenues. In 
addition, it supports 4.6 mil-
lion full-time equivalent jobs 
and generates $27.5 billion 
in government revenue.

“This study demonstrates 
that the arts are an econom-
ic and employment power-

house both locally and across 
the nation,” said Robert L. 
Lynch, president and CEO 
of Americans for the Arts. 
“A vibrant arts and culture 
industry helps local busi-
nesses thrive and helps local 
communities become stron-
ger and healthier places to 
live. Leaders who care about 
community and economic 
vitality can feel good about 
choosing to invest in the arts. 
Nationally as well as locally, 
the arts mean business.” 
In addition to spending by 
organizations, the nonprof-
it arts and culture industry 
leverages $1.3 million in 
event-related spending by 
its audiences. That spend-
ing pumps vital revenue into 
restaurants, hotels, retail 
stores, and other local busi-
nesses. In Irving, these dol-
lars support 1,031 full-time 
equivalent jobs and gener-

ate $2.6 million in local and 
state government revenues.

The Arts & Economic 
Prosperity 5 study was con-
ducted by Americans for the 
Arts and supported by The 
Ruth Lilly Fund of Ameri-
cans for the Arts. Americans 
for the Arts’ local, regional, 
and statewide project part-
ners contributed both time 
and financial support to the 
study. Financial information 
from organizations was col-
lected in partnership with 
DataArts™, using a new on-
line survey interface. For a 
full list of the communities 
who participated in the Arts 
& Economic Prosperity 5 
study, visit www.Americans-
ForTheArts.org/AEP5Part-
ners.

SOURCE Americans for the Arts
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LEGALS

CLASSIFIEDS

PROUD GRANDFATHER : Chaplin of the Irving Masonic 
Lodge, Billy Connell, embraces his granddaughter, Mackenzie, after 
recognizing her as this year's scholarship recipient. /Photo by Daisy Silos

Freelance 
Writers Wanted

For more information call
972-870-1992

Rambler Newspapers is currently 
seeking outgoing individuals who 
enjoy working closely with community 
business leaders.
Requirements: Personal Tran-
sportation & Valid Driver’s License and 
Insurance
Preferred Skills: Prior Sales 
Experience (not retail) & Basic 
Computer Skills and willingness 
to establish and maintain profitable 
relationships with customers. 
For more information call 972-870-1992 
or email joes@ramblernewspapers.net

Outside Sales 
Representatives

EMPLOYMENT

MASONIC LODGE
Continued from Page 2

IMCS Group Inc. seeks Java 
Developer II (IMCSJDII17): 
Master’s only /Bachelors + 
5 yrs. exp./equiv. in Java/
J2EE, JQuery, Struts, 
Spring, Oracle, AJAX.

Mail resume with Job ID to: 
HR, 9901 E Valley Ranch 
Parkway, Suite 3020, 
Irving, TX 75063. Travel to 
unanticipated work sites 
throughout U.S. Foreign 
equiv. accepted.

Multiple Open Positions at 
CBN Tech Force Inc.

Master’s + 1 yr 
exp. /Bachelor’s + 
5 yrs. exp./equiv.:  
Salesforce Consultant 
(CBNSFD2016): APEX, 
Java Script, Oracle, UNIX, 
Java/JEE. Software 
Developer (CBNSD16): 
Java, J2EE, Hibernate, 
Structs2, MySQL and 
Tomcat.

Mail resume with job ID to 
HR: 1300 W. Walnut Hill 
lane, Suite 197, Irving, 
TX 75038. Travel to 
unanticipated worksites 
throughout U.S. Foreign 
equiv. accepted.C o m p u t e r  J o b  f a i r , 

I r v i n g  ,  T X  7 5 0 6 3 : 
Seeking experienced IT 
professionals with state 
of the art computer skills. 
Visit us on 07/05/2017 
from 9:00 AM to 11:00 Am 
at Platinum Infosys Inc, 
5005 W Royal Ln, Suite 212, 
Irving, TX - 75063.

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-9955

ZONING CASE NO. ZC17-0032
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – C-C

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, 
TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND 
DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE SBT ADDITION 
AND LOCATED AT 215 EAST AIRPORT FREEWAY, MORE FULLY 
AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; 
ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM 
S-P-1 (R-AB) SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR RESTAURANT WITH 
ATTENDANT ACCESSORY USE OF THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGES FOR ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION AND HOTEL USES 
UNDER SECTION 52-49 OF ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO 
C-C COMMUNITY COMMERCIAL DISTRICT USE UNDER ORDINANCE 
NO. 1144; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE 
ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE PUBLIC INTEREST, 
MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE DEMAND A ZONING CHANGE AND 
AMENDMENT HEREIN MADE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE 
DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE 
EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY 
CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.
 
PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
IRVING, TEXAS, on June 22, 2017.

RICHARD H. STOPFER
MAYOR

ATTEST:
Shanae Jennings
City Secretary

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
Kuruvilla Oommen
City Attorney

Niece Trucking is looking 
for a part time on call driver 
for night work. routes are 
dedicated and run Sunday 
through Thursday nights. 
Routes are drop and hook. 
Training is paid for. Trucks 
are 2015 volvo automatics 
must have 3 years verifiable 
Class A work. Zero Felonies. 
if interested call 515-266-
6699 ask for Jon.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS

PUBLIC HEARINGS BEFORE THE PLANNING AND ZONING 
COMMISSION AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF IRVING, 
TEXAS, TO CONSIDER AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE ZONING 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144 OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS BY AMENDING 
SECTION 52-35a REGARDING LANDSCAPING AND TREE MITIGATION 
REQUIREMENTS.
 
Notice is hereby given that the following public hearings will be held in 
the City Council Chambers, City of Irving City Hall, 825 W. Irving, Blvd., 
Irving, Texas, for the purpose of considering amending the Comprehensive 
Zoning Ordinance No. 1144 of the City of Irving, Texas, as referenced in 
the caption above:

Planning and Zoning Commission:  Monday, July 17, 2017 7:00 PM 
City Council:  Thursday, July 20, 2017, 7:00 PM 

These public hearings are held for the purpose of considering these 
amendments to the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance No. 1144 of the 
City of Irving, Texas, passed November 5, 1964.  All citizens or interested 
parties desiring to be heard concerning these amendments may speak. The 
proposed amendments are on file for public examination in the Planning and 
Community Development Department, 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas. 
Please call 972-721-2424 for further information.

This facility is wheelchair accessible. Accessible parking spaces are 
available. Requests for interpretation services or assistive hearing devices 
must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting. Contact the City Secretary’s 
Office at (972) 721-2493 for assistance.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS – PROPOSED ZONING CHANGES
CITY OF IRVING CITY COUNCIL

Public hearings are held to consider applications for amendments to the 
Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance and the Official Zoning Map of the City 
of Irving, Texas for the properties described herein:

LOCATION, DATES & TIMES OF PUBLIC HEARINGS:
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas
Planning and Zoning Commission: Monday, July 17, 2017, 7 p.m.
City Council: Thursday, July 20, 2017, 7 p.m.

ZONING CASE ZC17-0034: Approximately 0.122 acres located at 212 
Skystone Drive.  The applicant is requesting to rezone the property from 
S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) district for R-ZLa (Zero Lot Line Single Family) 
uses to S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) district for R-ZLa (Zero Lot Line Single 
Family) uses to allow a pool to be 5 feet away from the side property line.

ZONING CASE ZC17-0040: Approximately 0.206 acres located at 1427 
Pearson Street.  The applicant is requesting to rezone the property from 
R-TH (Townhouse) district to S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) district for R-TH 
(Townhouse) uses to allow a variance to the minimum width of a corner lot.

All interested persons are encouraged to attend the public hearings and 
express their opinions on the zoning change request.  Written response for 
the record may also be submitted to: 

City of Irving – Planning & Community Development Dept., 825 W. 
Irving Blvd., Irving, TX 75060

The applications are on file for public review in the Planning & Community 
Development Dept. at the address listed above during normal business 
hours. For additional information, please contact the Department at 972-
721-2424. Please reference the case number when requesting information.

This facility is wheelchair accessible. Accessible parking spaces are 
available. Requests for interpretation services or assistive hearing devices 
must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting. Contact the City Secretary’s 
Office at (972) 721-2493 for assistance.

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR
Hernandez Elwood Addition (PL16-0043)
Wildbriar Lakeside Addition (PL17-0001)

PUBLIC NOTICE BEFORE THE PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 
OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, TO CONSIDER RESUBDIVISION OR 
REPLATTING OF A RECORDED SUBDIVISION WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS 
OF IRVING, DALLAS COUNTY, TEXAS.

Notice is hereby given that public hearings will be held by the Planning and 
Zoning Commission of the City of Irving, in the City Council Chambers of 
City Hall, 825 West Irving Boulevard, Irving, Texas, to consider resubdivision 
or replatting of recorded subdivisions as hereinafter described:

Hernandez Elwood Addition (PL16-0043)
Being a replat of part of Lot 1, Block 1, Blaylock 12 Oaks South Revised.  This 
property is located at 720 N. Britain Road and is zoned S-P-2 (Generalized 
Site Plan) for R-6 (Single Family) district uses.

The public hearing will be held at the following time:
Planning and Zoning Commission: Monday, July 17, 2017, 7 p.m.

Wildbriar Lakeside Addition (PL17-0001)
Being a replat of part of Lot 2R, Block A, Wildbriar Ranch Addition Revised 
No. 2.  This property is located at 1525 Hard Rock Road and is zoned S-P-2 
(Generalized Site Plan) for R-6 (Single Family) district uses.    

The public hearing will be held at the following time:
Planning and Zoning Commission: Monday, July 17, 2017, 7 p.m.
City Council: Thursday, July 20, 2017, 7 p.m.
  
All citizens or interested parties desiring to be heard concerning this 
replat may speak.  State law requires that the owners of property within 
a residential subdivision be notified if another property within the same 
subdivision is proposed to be replatted.  State law also requires that the 
Planning and Zoning Commission must approve a plat that complies with 
the City’s Subdivision regulations.

The applications are on file for public examination in the Planning and 
Community Development Department at 825 West Irving Boulevard, Irving, 
Texas. For additional information, please contact the Department at (972) 
721-2424. Please reference the name of the plat or the case number when 
requesting information.

LEGALS

The CITY OF IRVING, Texas will receive sealed responses to the following 
solicitations in the Purchasing Division, 835 W. Irving Blvd, until the date 
and time below and will open responses on that date: 

1. ITB #186M-17F Twin Wells Golf Course, Trinity
River Pump Station Flood Damage Rehabilitation

    Pre-Bid Mtg: 7/13/17 @ 10:00 a.m.
Due Date: 7/18/17 @ 3:00 p.m. 

2. RFP #187D-17F  Police & Fire Entrance Examinations
Due Date: 7/19/17 @ 3:00 p.m. 

Responses should be submitted online no later than the due date and time 
shown above. Late responses cannot be accepted, so please allow ample 
time to submit your response. Information may be found at cityofirving.
ionwave.net/Purchasing Phone: 972.721.2631

family, but even though 
that was a very, very, close 
choice, I wanted to veer off 
and do my own thing and 
see what I could do.”

Mackenzie plans to ma-
jor in pre med to become a 
trauma surgeon. 

“It’s kind of overwhelm-
ing, but it’s very exciting at 
the same time,” Mackenzie 
said. “I’m very honored to 
receive this. My grandpar-
ents have been talking to 
me about this for a very 
long time, so I’ve been really 
looking forward to it. When 
they told me that I won I 
was awestruck, I really had 
no idea, but I’m very hon-
ored to get this award. 

“My family has a medical 
background, and I just have 
a really big drive to save 
people’s lives.” 

Connell shocked to find 
out that Mackenzie wanted 
to go into the medical field. 

“Mackenzie is the baby 
of our grandchildren,” Con-
nell said. “We have eight, 
and when she told us she 
was going onto college and 
that she wanted to study 
medicine with the hopes of 

becoming a surgeon, I was 
very pleased and very sur-
prised 

“When I was in my college 
at Kansas University back in 
1958, it was my desire to be 
a surgeon or doctor, but un-
fortunately I wasn’t chosen. 
I was glad to see that maybe 
the tradition would be car-
rid on by her.”

Mackenzie’s older sister is 
a nurse at Baylor Universi-
ty Medical Center at Dallas, 
and her mother is a hospital 
dietician. 

After Connell awarded 
the scholarship to Macken-
zie, the Masons were pre-
sented with the Vanguard 
Award by the District Dep-
uty Grand Master from 
Dallas for their outstanding 
community service.

“Recently we did Cele-
brate Good Kids, we gave 
the Golden Trowel Award, 
the Community Builder 
Award and now this schol-
arship,” Past Master David 
Gisler said. “All those things 
add up to earning this Van-
guard Award, and not every 
lodge qualifies for it.”

DALLAS, TX – Three lo-
cal senior care facilities are 
holding a “Music Drive” 
to help Texas residents in 
need. Partnered with Life-
time Wellness, organizers 
with Settlers Ridge Care 
Center (Celina), Villag-
es on MacArthur (Irving) 

“Music drive” held for Alzheimer’s 
and dementia patients

and Williamsburg Village 
Healthcare Campus (DeSo-
to) are seeking community 
donations through July 12 
to benefit seniors enrolled 
in the MUSIC & MEMO-
RY℠ programs.

MUSIC & MEMORY℠ 
is a non-profit organization 

which provides personal-
ized music to those in nurs-
ing homes and other care 
organizations who suffer 
from a wide range of cogni-
tive and physical challenges. 
Research proves that music 
helps trigger memories and 
improve quality of life in 

those struggling with Alz-
heimer’s or dementia.

“The communities we 
serve are limited on how 
many residents we can 
provide their personalized 
playlist to due to device 
accessibility,” says Susan 
McKinney, VP of Opera-

tions for Lifetime Well-
ness. “We’d love to provide 
each resident with a per-
sonal device loaded with 
their favorite music and to 
spread the contributions to 
our fellow neighbors who 
also offer the MUSIC & 
MEMORY program.”

The facilities are kindly 
asking for the following do-
nation items. 

New and used devices 
(example: iPods or MP3 
players in working condi-
tion)

Device chargers
New over-the-ear head-

phones 
iTunes gift cards
Monetary contributions.
Judy Buczkowski is one 

of the first patients to par-
ticipants in the local MUSIC 
and MEMORY program. 
Buczkowski has limited 
psychomotor skills and de-
mentia limits her ability to 
communicate. Her playlists 
are composed of classic hits 

from the 1970s like Eddie 
Floyd, Gloria Gaynor and 
the Trammps.

Buczkowski’s husband of 
nearly 50 years says the mu-
sic has proven to be a price-
less tool.

“I have witnessed the 
reactions Judy and other 
residents have while listen-
ing to their music,” John 
Buczkowski said. “Judy will 
smile and perk up when she 
has her earbuds on. The mu-
sic brings back something 
that I can’t explain. Any 
smile or reaction I see in 
Judy lets me know that she 
is still with me. If she smiles, 
it brings a smile to my face 
as well. It is so heartwarm-
ing to see her reactions to 
the music.”

Villages on MacArthur’s 
residents will benefit from 
your donations. Villages 
on MacArthur is located 
at 3443 North MacArthur 
Blvd. in Irving. 

Subscribe to the  Rambler!
972-870-1992

joes@ramblernewspapers.net
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Expresso
Hi my name is EXPRESSO ! Some of you have to start the day 
with coffee, so with me you will get a 24/7 dose of Expresso. I 
am a small 3year old, Long hair ,black, spayed female. I came 
to this beautiful shelter because my other parent had a change 
in their life style. I would love to be in a home where I can get 
all the love I deserve. Please come by and let me give you your 
Expresso fix.

Cookie Monster
Hi! Cookie Monster is my name. Playing and having fun is my game. I'm a one year old 
male terrier mix. I came from another shelter that was getting rather full.
They call me Cookie Monster, which means that I am supposed to just love cookies. 
Well to be completely honest, I don't know what a cookie is. But if they're anything like 
dog biscuits, I'm all for them. Since I'm just a year old, I still have a lot of my puppy 
traits. I'm active. I love to run and run and run, so I'm going to need a yard where I can 
stretch these legs and burn off some of my energy.
I haven't got fetch down yet, but I'm great at catch. Oh, I'm a lover, too. I'm known for 
my face-washing kisses. Come on by and I'd be happy to give you a demonstration. 

DEATH NOTICES

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

Dorothy “Dot” Britain Stafford – Dec. 8, 1928 – June 21, 2017
Eric Anthony Splawn – Jan. 18, 1983 – June 23, 2017
Levi M. Gonzales – June 23, 2017 – June 23, 2017
Marie Anna Brennen Ackerman - May 25, 1923 - June 27, 2017

To help pet owners avoid 
these risks, Dr. Stacy Eck-
man, clinical assistant pro-
fessor at the Texas A&M 
College of Veterinary Med-
icine & Biomedical Scienc-
es, offered some insight.

“Heat stroke and heat 
exhaustion are major prob-
lems for pets in the sum-
mer, especially in short-
nosed breeds, such a pug 
or a bulldog,” Eckman 
said.  “These conditions 
can occur during hot and 
humid days and even cool-
er days, if your pets aren’t 
accustomed to the heat.”

Heat exhaustion is the 
early stages of a heat stroke 
and causes lethargy, vomit-
ing, and weakness. Follow-
ing continued exercise or 
exposure to heat, Eckman 
said a heat stroke can occur 

Protecting your pet from the summer heat

ummer in Texas means more 
time to play outside, go swim-

ming, and soak up the sun. Howev-
er, warmer temperatures also mean 
that pets may be more susceptible to 
heat exhaustion or heat stroke. 

with more severe signs, in-
cluding extreme lethargy, 
vomiting, diarrhea, and 
pale mucous membranes. 
This can lead to significant 
problems up to and includ-
ing death if not recognized 
and treated immediately.

Other dangers pets may 
face in the summer heat 
include paw pad burns 
from walking on hot con-
crete. If your dog is going 
to be active outside when it 
is hot, be sure to keep them 
off concrete or asphalt for 
extended periods of time. 
You can also provide your 
pet with other means of 
exercise, such as playing 
indoors or in the grass.

Eckman added that leav-
ing pets in the car or bed of 
a truck is also a bad idea. 
This can also lead to heat 

exhaustion or heat stroke.  
“Even if there is a breeze 

outside, there is no shade or 
water in the bed of a truck, 
so the temperature can re-

ally heat up,” Eckman said.
Though it may seem like a 

quick fix to put your pet in 
cold water if they do become 
overheated, Eckman said it 

S

is best to slowly cool down 
your pet to avoid causing 
more internal heat.

“Some people will try to 
provide ice water baths for 
overheated pets; this can 
actually make them retain 
heat internally,” Eckman 
said. “Instead, bring the 
overheated pet inside and 
provide them with cool wa-
ter and a fan. Wetting a tow-
el and putting it on the pet’s 
coat also may be helpful.”

Other tips for keeping Arlington, Texas – Proj-
ects intended to help stu-
dents across the Dallas-Fort 
Worth area ride their bicy-
cles or walk to school more 
safely received a significant 
boost from the Regional 
Transportation Council re-
cently.

The RTC allocated $12.2 
million to 22 Safe Routes 
to School projects on June 
8. The projects, range from 
sidewalks and crosswalks 
to bicycle-pedestrian trails 
providing better access to 
schools. 

An additional $22 million 
was awarded to 12 Active 
Transportation projects, 
consisting mainly of shared-
use paths and on-street 
bike lanes. In all, 34 proj-
ects spanning 16 communi-
ties and eight North Texas 
counties received a total of 
$34.2 million through the 
Transportation Alternatives 
Set-Aside Program Call for 
Projects in North Texas. The 
entities awarded funding 
will contribute $12.4 million 
in local match, bringing the 
total investment in the re-
gion’s bicycle and pedestri-
an facilities to $46.6 million. 

Projects providing en-
hanced regional connectivi-
ty, as well as connections to 
schools and large employ-
ment centers and transit sta-
tions were prioritized during 
the evaluation and scoring 
of 61 applications submit-
ted to the call for projects. 
Two projects will receive the 
maximum award of $5 mil-
lion. Phase 2 of the Trinity 

Dallas-Fort Worth bicycle-pedestrian 
facilities awarded $34 million

your pet cool during the 
summer include providing 
a doghouse, a shallow kid-
die pool, and enough cool 
water. Also, try to exercise 
your pet during the cooler 
parts of the day, such as the 
morning or evening.

Whether your pet lives 
primarily indoors or out-
doors, it is important to pro-
tect your pet from the heat 
this summer season.

SOURCE Texas A&M University 
College of Veterinary Medicine & 

Biomedical Sciences
Strand Trail in west Dallas 
is a 2.4-mile extension of 
the existing shared-use path 
in the Design District, which 
will now connect bicyclists 
and pedestrians to the 
Southwest Medical District/
Parkland DART Station 
and the Inwood/Love Field 
DART Station. 

On the western side of the 
region, the 1.5-mile Dallas 
Road Transit-Oriented De-
velopment Corridor/Cot-
ton Belt Trail extension in 
Grapevine will connect the 
Cotton Belt and Links trails, 
and also provide pedestrian 
and safety improvements 

along West Dallas Road. 
This will make it easier for 
nearby residents to use bi-
cycle and pedestrian facil-
ities to reach the TEX Rail 
station when the commuter 
line opens late next year.

A noteworthy project 
receiving funding on the 
northern side of the region 
was the Sycamore-Welch 
Active Transportation Con-
nection in Denton. This 1.6-
mile extension was awarded 
$762,508 and will provide 
a combination of a shared-
use path and bike lanes to 
link the University of North 
Texas to the Denton County 

Transportation Authority’s 
downtown Denton station. 

The money for the Trans-
portation Alternatives Set-
Aside Program was pro-
vided through the Fixing 
America’s Surface Trans-
portation (FAST) Act. A full 
list of approved projects, the 
funding they were awarded 
and a map of their locations 
are available at www.nctcog.
org/tap. 

SOURCE the North Central Texas 
Council of Governments

Place your 
obituaries 

in the 
Rambler

(972) 870-1992

@RamblerNewspapers
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their infor-
mation on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving 
Rambler will have accurate information. Listings 
are limited to the Organization’s name, meeting 
location and time. If an organization wishes to have 
more information than the free listing offers, we will 
continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Evening Lions Club

1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm
Community Bible Church

2301 Texas Drive
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Hallelujah Pool Players

Every Wed. @ Noon
Heritage Senior Center

200 S Jefferson St., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month 
7:30 to 9 PM

Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
Irving Democrats

Every second Tuesday of month at 7pm
Midori Japanese Restaurant

4020 N. MacArthur Blvd, #120 
Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Every second Tuesday of month at 7:30pm

132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm 
IHOP on Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Chateau on Wildbriar Lake

1515 Hard Rock Road
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS

* It was American civil-rights leader Martin Luther 
King, Jr., who made the following sage observation: 
“We all too often have socialism for the rich and rug-
ged free market capitalism for the poor.”

* If you go on a road trip to the Northwest Territories 
of Canada, keep an eye out for the unusual license 
plates -- they’re shaped like polar bears. 

* When he was 66 years old, American novelist 
Edgar Rice Burroughs -- beloved creator of Tarzan 
and Mars explorer John Carter -- served as a war 
correspondent, going along on bombing runs during 
World War II. 

* Did you ever wonder what makes French vanil-
la different from other kinds of vanilla? Evidently, 
French vanilla contains egg yolk. 

* If you’re like me, you have fond memories of a bookmobile visiting 
your neighborhood. For more out-of-the-way locales, though, there are 
other kinds of mobile libraries. For instance, residents of some parts of 
Norway look forward to the arrival of Epos, a library on a boat. In addition 
to space for 6,000 books, the boat has room for author readings and 
other literary events.

* In Vietnam, the conflict that Americans commonly call the Vietnam 
War is known as the Resistance War Against America, or just the Amer-
ican War. 

* You might be surprised by the strength of the mantis shrimp. When it 
swings its claw at its prey, it doesn’t have to hit the creature -- the shock 
wave from the attack is often enough to stun or kill the animal.

* Social scientists say that the first businesses to get set up in a new 
neighborhood -- and the last ones to flee a dying community -- are 
churches and liquor stores. 
***
Thought for the Day: “My country is the world, and my religion is to do 
good.” -- Thomas Paine

1. HISTORY: What was poet Walt 
Whitman’s job during the U.S. Civil 
War?
2. GEOGRAPHY: Which U.S. National 
Park receives more visitors every year 

than any other park?
3. SCIENCE: What does a lepidopterist study?
4. FOOD & DRINK: What kind of food is chevre?
5. FASHION: What kind of cloth takes its name from the phrase 
“cloth of the king”?
6. CURRENCY: What was Poland’s basic unit of currency called 
before the euro?
7. AD SLOGANS: What product was advertised as “the snack 
that smiles back”?
8. MUSIC: Who is the lead singer for the Red Hot Chili 
Peppers?
9. COLLEGE TEAMS: What is Rutgers University sports team 
called?
10. ART: Which 20th-century photographer was known for his 
black-and-white depictions of the American West?

Answers
1. Male nurse
2. Great Smoky Mountains
3. Butterflies and moths
4. Goat’s milk cheese
5. Corduroy is from the French “cord 
du roi”
6. The zloty
7. Goldfish crackers
8. Anthony Kiedis
9. Scarlet Knights
10. Ansel Adams

ANSWER KEY
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WORSHIP ADS

To list your house of worship 
in the Rambler, please contact 
Joe at  972-870-1992 or  joes@

ramblernewspapers.net

UNITY CHURCH

Unity of Irving
Sunday Morning Services:

9:30 AM Adult Class
11:00 AM Service

& Children’s Church
Reverend Frank Pounders

and Reverend Margaret Pound-
ers

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 
75061

972-253-5083
unitychurchofirving.com

First United Methodist 
Church 

211 W. Third,  75060
972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.

org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Chapel
Second and fourth Sundays

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

First Church of Christ, 
Scientist

2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 
75061

972-253-7202
www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-

1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-

0476
access code 884879

For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 
75061

1st Century Christianity in the 
21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 

p.m.
Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.

972-790-8606 
www.BeltLineChurch.com

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W. Airport Freeway Irving Tx
972-255-4185

www.ppumc.org

UNITED METHODIST

WORSHIP

Sunday Morning 
Worship
8:30 a.m.

Traditional 
Communion Service

Holy Communion every Sunday

9:15 a.m.
Non-Traditional Service

Plymouth Park Praise Band

11:00 a.m.
Traditional Service

Chancel Choir

Dr. William E. La Barr, 
Senior Pastor

Dr. Rusty Hedges, Associate Pastor

We're holding a place for you!

PLYMOUTH PARK 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

1615 W. Airport Freeway, 
Irving, Texas 75062

972-255-4185

For more details go to www.ppumc.org

Keep Irving Beautiful project 
blankets charitable organizations

Keep Irving Beautiful 
(KIB) began a new project 
last year through its Faith 
Groups Outreach Commit-
tee that continues to grow in 
popularity. A variety of vol-
unteers of all ages and back-
grounds create “no-sew” 
blankets from fleece mate-
rial, which are then donated 
to charitable organizations. 

The most recent partic-
ipants in the project this 
spring came from three 

Irving-based groups: Girl 
Scout Troop 6457, the All 
Things Made New Men-
toring Program, and even 
the City of Irving Code En-
forcement Department. 
These blankets, which were 
a smaller size and made in a 
variety of bright colors, will 
be donated to Baylor Hos-
pital. Since July of 2016, a 
total of 65 volunteers have 
logged 116 hours in making 
28 blankets of both adult 

and baby sizes, which have 
been donated to several 
different organizations, in-
cluding the Baptist Benevo-
lent Ministries of Irving and 
retired nuns of Holy Family 
of Nazareth.

“This summer marks one 
year since we have been 
participating in the no-sew 
blanket project,” said KIB 
Board Member and Faith 
Groups Committee Co-
chair Rachel Moon. “This 

By Nathaniel Sillin
Many parents face the 

same difficult question 
when raising a child. Should 
one of you stay at home 
while the other works? It’s 
not a question to take light-
ly. The decision can have 
emotional and financial 
consequences and may have 
a long-term impact on the 
stay-at-home parent’s ca-
reer opportunities. It’s also 
a question that doesn’t have 
a single correct answer. 

Your upbringing, person-
ality, career and the fami-
ly’s financial situation can 
all play into your decision. 
Your opinion could also dif-
fer from your partner’s and 
may change over time. Per-
haps you both worked after 
having your first child and 
now that there will be two 
or more children it makes 
more sense for one of you to 
stay at home. 

Whatever your impe-
tus, if you decide to switch 
from two incomes to one it 
will undoubtedly be chal-
lenging. Purposefully ap-
proaching and planning for 
the change could help you 
succeed. 

Get a general sense of the 
numbers. Understandably, 

How to transition to a single income

is an activity that we origi-
nally started as a way for a 
church youth group to help 
summer campers at Em-
ma’s House, and it has be-
come a very popular way to 
be of service. The recipients 
are very appreciative, but 
the volunteers who make 
the blankets seem to get as 
much out of completing the 
project as those who receive 
them do.”

SOURCE Keep Irving Beautiful 

you’re likely juggling a lot 
of priorities at the moment. 
However, now more than 
ever, having a clear picture 
of your family’s finances 
can be important. Thinking 
about both short-term and 
long-term scenarios will 
help you understand the 
effect of moving to one in-
come and give you numbers 
to back up your assump-
tions. 

For this task, you don’t 
need to track every single 
penny or dollar you make 
and spend (although de-
tailed tracking helps man-
age your finances and bud-
geting software and apps 
can make it relatively easy 
to do so if you want). Try to 
get an approximate sense of 
your household’s cash flow 
and the non-essential ex-
penses you could cut if need 
be. 

The good news is that 
saving on daycare (over 
$25,000 annually in some 
states according to Child-
care Aware of America) 
and work-related expenses, 
such as transportation and 
meals, can help offset the 
lost income. 

However, you’ll also need 
to budget for new child-re-

lated expenses. Some fam-
ilies downsize their home, 
sell a vehicle or eat out less 
often to make their one-in-
come vision a reality. 

Take baby steps before 
the baby arrives. For those 
who are just thinking about 
starting a family or are cur-
rently pregnant, acting as if 
you only have one income 
while both of you continue 
to work can help give you a 
leg up. 

For example, the second 
income could go towards 
an emergency fund that 
can help you weather a 
setback after making the 
transition. You can also 
use the money to pay down 
high-interest debt, which 
can free up some cash flow 
by lowering your interest 
payments. 

Discuss your new fam-
ily roles. Having a stay-
at-home parent can be 
as much of an emotional 
decision as it is a financial 
one. If you haven’t already, 
set aside time to discuss 
how you view each other’s 
roles in the family. There 
may be new expectations 
for responsibilities inside 
and outside the home. 

Bringing finances back 

into the picture, discuss 
how you’ll divide the family 
budget. Will every purchase 
be a mutual decision? Or, 
perhaps you’ll both have a 
personal allowance that you 
can spend how you please 
and there’ll be a household 
account for shared expens-
es. 

Plan for the future. Now 
may also be a good time to 
discuss your expectations 
for the future. When and if 
a stay-at-home parent plans 
to return to the workplace 
for example. And if it makes 
sense for them to work or 
go back to school part-time 
while also taking care of the 
home. 

Much like the big deci-
sion, there isn’t a single 
correct answer to questions 
about family roles or the fu-
ture and no one can answer 
these questions for you. 
Talk over the options to-
gether and realize that you 
need to try out several ideas 
before you find the arrange-
ment that works best for 
your relationship and grow-
ing family. 

Bottom line: Take a deep 
breath and embrace the up-
coming changes. Switching 
to a single income can be 
challenging, but so is hav-
ing two incomes and a new-
born. Planning ahead and 
working together towards a 
common goal and vision for 
your family can help ensure 
a successful transition. 
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PETTING ZOO
Continued from Page 1

on having a picnic with her 
son next year at the farm as 
opposed to visiting the zoo. 

“It’s very different from 
the zoo, because there’s 
more walking there, al-
though they have more ani-
mals,” Diaz said. “This farm 
is closer. It’s more interac-
tive. There’s shade, and we 
didn’t feel like driving all the 
way to Dallas. I will definite-
ly come here next summer 
and make a day out of it in-
stead of driving out so far.”

The farm currently hous-
es about 20 animals. Most 
of them are on loan by Ir-
ving resident Sheryl Mc-
Peters and four of them are 
loaned by McPeters’ friend 
from Seagoville. McPeters 
has been sending her an-
imals to “summer camp” 
since the farm first opened. 
Back then, people from all 
over the community donat-
ed their animals to the farm. 
Over the years, however, 
McPeters became the main 
person to continue this tra-
dition. 

“Unfortunately people 
started dying and Sheryl 
McPeters started collecting 
animals,” Meijering said. 
“Now she brings them every 
June and July for “summer 

camp.” We keep them and 
take care of them, and the 
public can come see them.”

The petting farm gets 
more and more visitors 
every year, especially first 
time visitors. There are also 
many families who have 
already made the petting 
farm a summer tradition. 

“People who have grand-
children, they’re grandpar-
ents now and they used to 
visit the park as a child, so 
it’s a generational thing. It’s 
kind of a little tradition,” 
McPeters said.

During the year, Mc-
Peters runs a small business 
providing animals for offsite 
petting farms, birthday par-
ties, nativities and educa-
tion enrichment programs 
for schools and daycares. 

Once summertime ar-
rives, she lends the city all of 
her animals for the petting 
farm, which she refers to as 
being a labor of love. 

“It’s my little family that I 
loan to the city and the rest 
of Irving, whoever wants to 
visit them for two months 
a year and then they come 
home,” she said. “It is a la-
bor of love and too many 
children never get to touch 
or see anything like that.”

RELUCTANT: Valentino is initially reluctant to pet the zoo's rabbit, held 
by staff member Jonathan Orellana, and goat (below), as his mother Lily and 
father Felipe convince him otherwise.  /Photos by Daisy SIlos

Tierney Tinnin, a prov-
en school communications 
professional with eight 
years’ experience in Okla-
homa City Public Schools, 
will join Irving ISD on Aug. 
7 as its division director of 
communications. Tinnin, 
who began her career as a 
television news anchor and 
reporter, has spent the past 
year as the deputy director 
of communications and pol-
icy for the Oklahoma Office 
of Juvenile Affairs. 

“We look forward to 
having Ms. Tierney Tinnin 
join and lead our strong 
communications team as 
division director of commu-
nications,” Superintendent 
of Schools Jose L. Parra, 
Ed.D. said. “Our students, 
staff, community and ex-
ternal media outlets alike 
will find Ms. Tinnin to be 
highly professional, skilled 
and personable. She is an 
accomplished leader com-
mitted to transparency and 
engaging everyone in the 
stories of our remarkable 
Irving ISD students and 
staff members.”

While working in the 

Tinnin to join Irving 
ISD in communications

Office of Communications 
and Community Relations 
for Oklahoma City Public 
Schools, Tinnin served as 
media relations manager 
from 2008 to 2014, and 
then senior communica-
tions and community rela-
tions manager until 2016. 

In Irving ISD, Tinnin 
will lead proactive commu-
nications efforts designed 
to enhance parent, and 
community engagement, 
and execute comprehen-
sive public relations and 
marketing plans for the 
district. She will oversee all 
district-wide communica-
tions functions including 
publications, social media, 
media relations, video pro-
duction, photography, spe-
cial events, the Partners in 
Education program, and the 
cable channel and website.

“I am excited to join the 
Irving Independent School 
District and work with the 
outstanding district staff 
who are dedicated to mak-
ing sure each child has a 
meaningful and successful 
school experience,” Tinnin 
said. “As division director 

of communications, I will 
work alongside a highly 
respected team of commu-
nication professionals. Our 
goal is to identify new ways 
to share all the amazing ac-
complishments taking place 
each day in our schools. 
Engaging the community 
in story-telling and con-
tinuing our commitment to 
transparency with media, 
parents and the community 
will not change, it will only 
improve. It is a wonderful 
time to join Irving ISD, and 
I look forward to connecting 
with the kids, staff and com-
munity.”  

A graduate of Plano East 
Senior High School, Tinnin 
earned her bachelor’s de-
gree in broadcast journalism 
from Langston University. 
She has earned a number of 
awards for her school public 
relations work, and she’s 
been recognized nationally 
by the National School Pub-
lic Relations Association 
(NSPRA). In 2013, Tinnin 
was included on NSPRA’s 
prestigious “Top 35 Under 
35” list, and she was named 
a NSPRA “Front Runner” in 
2015. An advocate for chil-
dren and her community, 
Tinnin currently serves on 
the board for the Girl Scouts 
of Western Oklahoma and 
the board for the OKC 
Crimestoppers.

SOURCE Irving ISD

RAMBLIN' 
'ROUND  
IRVING

Last week's answer: Main Street and East Irving Blvd.
Last week's winner: Veronica from John Klassen, Inc.

Do you know where this landmark is in Irving? Do you have an idea for next 
week's featured location? Email us your answers and suggestions at 
joes@ramblernewspapers.net.  


