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By Joe Snell
DART’s fare structure 

was met with a mixture of 
corporate and communi-
ty wide concern as transit 
agency officials hosted a 
public hearing on Tuesday, 
July 27, at their downtown 
Dallas offices.

The fare increase is part 
of DART’s 20-Year Finan-
cial Plan, which assumes an 
increase to the average fare 
about every five years. Some 
of the major changes include 
fare capping for daily and 
monthly passes, contactless 
(smartphone app) payment 
cards, replacement of the 
2-hour passes with AM/PM 
passes, and removal of trade 
school eligibility. 

The following is brief list 
of some of the proposed 
changes:

AM/PM PASS
Starting in November of 

this year, DART will install 
fare boxes on all of their 
buses to issue a new kind 
of ticket replacing the two-
hour day pass tickets with 
an AM/PM pass as well as 
a Mid-Day pass. Mid-Day 

By Daisy Silos
Six days a week, garbage 

trucks drive through Irving 
picking up curbside trash 
and hauling it to the Hunter 
Ferrell Landfill. 

The landfill is about 300 
acres of land, but only about 
150 acres are used for waste 
disposal. The rest serves as 
buffer to distance the site 
from their neighbors. The 
city’s Solid Waste Services 
Department provides man-
ual bag collection service, 
brush and bulky waste col-
lection and a recycling pro-
gram. Nearly 80 percent of 
waste can be recycled, and 
Brenda Haney, Director of 
Solid Waste Services, would 
like residents to utilize the 
recycling program. 

“Seventy to 80 percent of 
what comes out of a garbage 
truck is recyclable,” Haney 
said. “We want the waste 
out here to degrade because 
that becomes less of a prob-
lem for generations ahead 
of us. We’re trying to min-

By Joe Snell
Days before early voting 

began in Irving’s mayoral 
election, 2,500 mailers were 
sent out targeting frequent 
voters. 

Those mailers claimed 
that mayoral candidate 
Kristi Pena has been arrest-
ed multiple times for drugs 
and theft, has evictions and 
foreclosure, and has multi-

Mailer ignites firestorm 
in mayoral election

City officials seek input 
in DART fare restructure

ADMIRING HER WORK: Leticia Garcia of Letty's Face Painting and Artistry steps back to look at her artwork on display . 
Leticia's stand was one of many at the Heritage Crossing Farmers Market opening. /Photo by Joe Snell

passes allow unlimited trav-
el between 9:30 a.m. and 
2:30 p.m. Monday through 
Friday.

RETAIL STORES 
Also in November of 2017, 
DART will work with rough-
ly 1,000 retail locations in 
the area and allow custom-
ers to use cash to purchase 
a GOPass for their smart-
phones from these loca-
tions. 

FARE CAPPING
On GoPasses, DART will 

implement fare capping 
beginning in May of 2018. 
That means if a customer 
buys $5 day passes more 
than 16 times throughout a 
month, the system will keep 
track of them. If a customer 
buys $80 worth of $5 day 
passes, the customer will 
receive a monthly local pass 
and will no longer need to 
pay for any fares for the rest 
of the month.

The fare structure 
amendment will take place 
in a series of steps, begin-
ning in November of 2017. 
More changes will take 
place in January, May, and 

August of 2018.
DART officials began 

holding pre-public hear-
ing community meetings 
in May at a number of city 
halls as well as civic and 
recreation centers to begin 
gaging the community’s re-
sponse to the fare structure 
proposal.

According to Joe Costel-
lo, Senior Vice President of 
DART finance, most of the 
price changes will become 
effective in 2018 but many 
of the new features will be 
available earlier.

DART has received 196 
written comments on the 
fare restructure. The to-
tal includes comments re-
ceived through the DART 
website, and online social 
media. On Tuesday evening, 
20 additional comments by 
community members were 
added to the public record.

After hearing all of the 
public comments and re-
viewing previously received 
comments, DART officials 

ple federal income tax liens 
among other citations. Un-
der a picture of Pena on the 
front of the flyer the caption 
reads: “synonyms: quack, 
sham, fraud, fake, imposter, 
hoaxer, cheat, deceiver, 
double-dealer, swindler, 
fraudster, mountebank; 
More”. 

The mailer claimed to 
come from the Irving Op-

portunity Counsel, which 
is not a registered group 
(although there is an Irving 
Opportunity Council PAC). 

In June, former mayor 
Herb Gears admitted to 
designing and forwarding 
the flyers to a print shop for 
production and delivery. 

By Vaughn-zel Lloyd
The Irving Arts Center 

Farmers Market kicked off 
Saturday morning, July 1, 
outside of the Irving Arts 
Center. The next day, the 
Heritage Crossing Farmers 
Market debuted in front of 
the clock tower in Down-
town Irving. 

Managed by the Four 
Seasons Market, both 
events featured European 
style markets with multiple 
vendors selling crafts and 
jewelry, non-genetically 
modified vegetables, herbal 
teas, deserts, and a variety 
of items. Despite rain on 

Farmers markets offer 
fresh produce and more

Landfill urges 
residents 
to recycle

imize the environmental 
impact we have on today’s 
generations and all the fu-
ture generations that have 
to deal with this footprint.”

Residents can bring recy-
clable materials to the land-
fill’s recycling drop off seven 
days a week, or they can 
place their recyclable ma-
terials on the curb in a blue 
transparent bag. The trash 
that is not recycled goes 
into the working face. The 
working face is a specified 
portion of the landfill where 
trash is compacted and cov-
ered at the end of every day. 

“It is an area 50 feet by a 
100 feet where we put trash 
for that day,” Haney said. 
“We’ll build to a specified 
height each day. We will put 
six inches of soil on the area 
that we’re not going to go 
back on top of. It’s kind of 
like a wedge that you prog-
ress each and every day.”

Haney has been working 

Saturday and warm weather 
on Sunday, both events had 
great attendance.

“The difference between 
European farmer markets 
and regular farmer markets 
is that the vendor makes or 
grows or they build a thing. 
They do not resell items,” 

Market Manager Scott Ol-
son said. “The really great 
thing is that you get a lot of 
unique products and new 
personalities. It’s more than 
just coming to buy some-
thing, you also get to meet a 

See FARMERS MARKETS
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HARMONY AT HERITAGE CROSSING: Ashley Smith strums a tune during the debut of the Heritage Crossing Farmers 
Market. /Photo by Joe Snell

LOVE YOUR 
smile

Do you want to remove 
white spots and stains 

from your teeth?
Ask us about microabrasion. 

Call for a free consultation!

Dr. Vanessa  
Williams

2820 North O’Connor
Irving, TX 75062

972-594-4888
www.mydfwdentist.com

ive your smile the TLC it deserves. 
We offer a full range of general and 

cosmetic dentistry including wisdom teeth 
extractions, dental implants, dentures, and 
microabrasion. We have extended hours. Call 
us for an early or late appointment.

G

“With great excitement, My DFW Dentist 
happily welcomes Dr. Vanessa Williams 
to the team.  Dr. Williams’ main goal is 
to provide compassionate and quality 
care to her patients.  She is very excited 
to be a part of the My DFW Dentist team.  
Please stop by the office to say hello to 
our new addition to the team. My DFW 
Dentist is located at 2820 N O’Connor 
Road, Irving TX 75062."

- Dr. Vanessa Williams

lot of great people.”
“The Heritage Crossing 

Farmers Market has over 30 
vendors who are selling their 
homemade, home crafted, 
hand harvested goods,” said 
Matt Brown who works in 

strategy and operations 
for Four Seasons Market. 
“These vendors are all pas-
sionate about their craft, so 
getting them out here and 
interacting with the citizens 
of Irving and the community 

is what it’s all about.” 
The markets will run 

through the month of July 
every Saturday and Sunday. 

“I think if the people want 
it and keep coming out, then 
I think they should continue 
it,” said Chandra Skinner, a 
vendor selling an assortment 
of loose leaf teas. “I know the 
downtown market in Dallas 
has been around for years, 
and I used to go every Sun-

day.”
Skinner also takes part in 

the Coppell Farmers Market.
“I’m accustomed to do-

ing this,” she said. “I have 
been doing it for three years. 
There are a lot of open mind-
ed people out here. I like 
people asking me for sam-
ples and sales.”

Denise Fulgham is opti-
mistic about the Heritage 
Crossing Farmers Market 
and hopes more vendors will 
participate as it continues to 
expand. 

“It was great. I just wish 
it was little bit bigger,” Ful-
gham said. “If the Irving 
community comes out and 
supports and buys things, 
it’s going to grow really fast. 
I think we need something to 
bring everybody into Irving. 
I have been in Irving my 
whole life and I will support 
anything they have.”

The alcohol candy was 
something Fulgham did not 
expect to see at the market. 

“There’s a lot of variety,” 
she said. “The alcohol candy 
in particular was pretty cool. 
I loved food trucks, I just 
think that they need more of 
them. I could see us coming 
here about every other week 
because we don’t have a lot 
of people to feed. It depends 
on your needs.”

Irving Heritage Society
July 16, 2pm-4pm
Celebrating the 100th anniversary 
of the birth of Mary Schulze, the 
Irving Heritage Society will host 
a birthday party in the back gar-
den area of the Heritage House, 
303 South O’Connor. Old fashion 
games, storytime, and refresh-
ments will take place. 

Mary Schulze grew up in the home 
at 303 Iowa Street, now called 
O’Connor. Born on July 19, she 
and her older brother Charles were 
the children of C.P. and Virginia 
Schulze, Her uncle J.O Schulze 
along with Otis Brown, founded the 
town of Irving. 

Corporate America Family 
Credit Union Joins Project 
Backpack 
Through August 11
Corporate America Family Credit 
Union (CAFCU) supports Project 
Backpack, an annual school supply 
drive that helps families, students 
and teachers prepare for the school 
year. All CAFCU branches will be 
collecting items such as rulers, 
highlighters, calculators, binders, 
and other basic classroom tools to 
give to local schools and children’s 
organizations in need.
The initiative runs until Aug. 11. 
Those wishing to make a donation 
can drop supplies off at Corporate 
America Family Credit Union’s 
branch located at 5910 N. MacAr-
thur Boulevard, #140, Irving, TX 
75039. For more details, visit www.
cafcu.org/backpack or call 1-800-
359-1939.

By Nathaniel Sillin
Are you packing up your 

car and hitting the road this 
summer? You’re not alone. 
According to a survey con-
ducted by AAA, road trips 
are the most popular type 
of vacation for families in 
the U.S. in 2017. In fact, 10 
percent more families are 
expected to take road trips 
this year than last.

From driving to the tip 
of Cape Cod, to seeing the 
Great Lakes all the way to a 
drive through the Yosemite 
Valley in California, there 
are limitless ways to explore 
on the road. Whether you’re 
going to visit family or tak-
ing off on an epic adventure, 
a road trip can be a great 
way to make travel about the 
journey rather than the des-
tination.

Before you hit the road, 
make sure your car can han-
dle the trip. Before you pack 
up your car, it’s a good idea 
to take your car to a mechan-
ic and ensure that it’s ready 
for the drive. Having your 
car inspected and serviced 
by a mechanic before a road 
trip can be a worthwhile in-
vestment that could both 
save you money and prevent 
an untimely breakdown. 
Looking into a rental car is 
an alternative you may want 
to consider if you’re hoping 
to avoid wear and tear that 
might depreciate your car’s 
value. Consider your options 
carefully and choose what 
makes most financial sense 
for you.

Pack for bumps along the 
way. A flat tire or dead bat-
tery can put a serious damp-

Save on your 
summer road 
trip adventure

er on your road trip, espe-
cially if you’re not prepared. 
Keeping a spare tire in your 
car and checking your tire 
pressure and tread should 
be on your pre-trip checklist. 
Along with your bags, bring 
a few items for preventive 
maintenance measures on 
the road. Having jumper ca-
bles, coolant and engine oil 
handy can save you time and 
money. 

Map out your trip ahead of 
time. While just jumping in 
the car and driving without a 
set destination can be an en-
ticing idea, the spontaneity 
will likely result in more ex-
penses. Knowing when and 
where you’ll stop ahead of 
time, especially for hotels 
and outings, will help you 
stick to a budget. If you still 
crave the more adventurous 
aspects of a road trip, you 
can make a general plan for 
your major excursions and 
routes, while stopping for 
unexpected attractions and 
views as you go.

Comparison shop to keep 
hotel prices under control. 
Booking ahead of time and 
using comparison shopping 
websites will save you from 
driving around to find the 
best hotel deal when you’re 
already tired from a long 
drive. If you do have to book 
last-minute, consider using 
hotel coupon books, ho-
tel-booking apps, group cou-
pon sites or reward points to 
save a little more. Camping 
could be another alternative 
to booking a hotel, which can 
be particularly cheap if you 

Tell us about your event!
Call 972-870-1992 or email JoeS@

Ramblernewspapers.net
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DART FARES
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June 2017
Community meetings

June 2017
Public hearing

August 2017
DART Board consideration of fare structure amendment 

November 2017
GoPass2.0:Cash purchase of GoPass passes

November 2017
New fare boxes on buses: Change to a.m./p.m. pass 

November 2017
General effective date for clarifications and 

additions to fare structure descriptions 

November 2017
Change Reduced Fare to Local and 

introduction of Regional price 

January 2018
Price increase for annual pass 

May 2018 
GoPass2.0: Expected availability of 

fare capping on GoPass 

August 2018
Deployment of new payment system 

August 2018
Introduction of $2.50 single fare on bus 

August 2018
General price increase 

August 2018
Elimination of weekly pass. Elimination of free LoveLinkride from Love Field

August 2018
Expansion of high school eligibility to full week

March 2019
Expected transition to new payment system: 

Fareboxes no longer issue passes

March 2019
Expected expansion of new payment system 

to paratransit service

Proposed New 
Fare Structure Schedule

Fare Category Current Nov. '17 Jan. '18 Aug. '18

2-Hour - Local
(Change in Nov. '17 to AM/PM pass)

$2.50 AM/PM 
PASS

--- $3

2-Hour - Regional
(Change in Nov. '17 to AM/PM pass)

$5 AM/PM 
PASS

--- $6

2-Hour - Reduced
(Change in Nov. '17 to AM/PM pass)

$1.25 AM/PM 
PASS

--- $1.50

Single Ride - Local (Bus Only) --- --- --- $2.50

Single Ride - Reduced (Bus Only) --- --- --- $1.25

Paratransit - Demand Response Van/
Sedan Service

$3 --- --- $3.50

Paratransit - Book of 10 (to be replaced 
by DART payment card)

$30 --- --- $35

Paratransit - Trips to Fixed-Route Stops $0.75 --- --- $1

Paratransit - Eligible Riders on Fixed-
Route Service

FREE --- --- FREE

Reduced Fare - Local n/a $1.25 --- $1.50

Reduced Fare - Regional n/a $2.50 --- $3

Mid-Day - Local (9:30am - 2:30pm) $1.75 --- --- $2

Mid-Day - Regional (9:30am - 2:30pm) $3.50 --- --- $4

Day Pass - Local 
(Not available after Nov. '17)

$5 n/a --- n/a

Day Pass - Regional
(Not available after Nov. '17)

$10 n/a --- n/a

Day Pass - Reduced
(Not available after Nov. '17)

$2.50 n/a --- n/a

Weekly Pass - Local
(Not available after Aug. '18)

$25 --- --- n/a

Weekly Pass - Regional
(Not available after Aug. '18)

$50 --- --- n/a

Monthly Pass - Local $80 --- --- $96

Monthly Pass - Regional $160 --- --- $192

Monthly Pass - Reduced $40 --- --- $48

Annual - Local $800 --- $960 ---

Annual - Regional $1,600 --- $1,920 ---

Senior
(will change from regional to local)

$480 --- $576 ---

Corporate - Local $600 --- $720 ---

Corporate - Regional $1,200 --- $1,440 ---

Fare Category Current Nov. '17 Jan. '18 Aug. '18

Entire Student Body - Quarter $55 --- --- $60

Entire Student Body - Semester $70 --- --- $78

Individual - Quarter $140 --- --- $144

Individual - Semester $200 --- --- $192

Higher Education
College and Trade Schools

Fare Category Current Nov. '17 Jan. '18 Aug. '18

Entire Student Body - Quarter $50 --- --- $60

Entire Student Body - Semester $65 --- --- $78

Individual - Quarter $120 --- --- $144

Individual - Semester $160 --- --- $192

Higher Education
Middle and High Schools

Proposed 
Fare Structure

A BETTER COMMUTE COMING SOON? Interested in the community's input, 
DART officials held a public hearing to field questions and concerns about their 
new fare structure proposal that will be voted on in August. /Photo by Joe Snell

are implementing changes 
to their initial proposal.

“From customer com-
ments, we discovered a cir-
cumstance where a rider 
might board shortly before 
noon, buy an AM pass, and 
then that pass would only 
be good for a short time,” 
Costello said. “Monday 
through Friday the solution 
for that rider would be to 
buy a mid-day pass, but on 
weekends we don’t have the 
mid-day pass currently, so 
we’re changing our proposal 
to extend the availability of 
the midday pass to the full 
week.”

Also changed from the ini-
tial proposal are busy days 
such as holidays and big 
game days where customers 
preferred to buy day passes 
rather than AM/PM passes

Baylor Scott and White, 
one of a number of corpora-
tions that purchases DART’s 
corporate local passes, 
builds the cost of purchasing 
local DART passes for their 
employees into their yearly 
budget and asked officials 
for more notice for the fare 
increase.

“Our budget starts July 
every year,” said Shawn Or-
range, an assistant director 

at Baylor Scott and White. 
“Getting notice for this now, 
our budget’s already been 
set.”

Regina Montoya, chair of 
Dallas Mayor Mike Rawl-
ing’s Task Force on Poverty, 
linked the cost of transporta-
tion as a critical factor in in-
dividuals escaping poverty.

“We would urge you to 
consider discounted rates 
for low-income riders,” 
Montoya said. “A $5 weekly 
increase may not seem like 
a lot to some people, but it 
is to someone who is barely 
surviving.” 

One attendee at the hear-
ing had lost her job that 
same day after having sat at 
her bus stop for an hour and 
45 minutes before learning 
her bus had been in a wreck 
and another had not been 
sent. 

“The only people this is 
going to help are the people 
that are going to come to the 
conventions and the football 
games,” she said. “It doesn’t 
help the residents and the 
people in Dallas. It does not 
get us where we need to be.”

The DART board is ex-
pected to vote on a new fare 
structure by August 2017. 

"A $5 weekly increase may not seem 
like a lot to some people, but it is to some-
one who is barely surviving.”

Regina Montoya
Chair of Dallas Mayor Mike Rawling's Task Force on Poverty

Children in low-income 
families exhibit poorer 
cognitive development

that contribute to poorer 
cognitive and language de-
velopment, according to a 
new study from PolicyLab 
and the Division of Neona-
tology at Children’s Hospi-
tal of Philadelphia (CHOP). 
Published in the Journal of 
Developmental & Behavioral 
Pediatrics, this study shows 
that poverty can impact a 
child’s development as early 
as age one.

As part of a larger study 
designed to determine how 
poverty influences brain de-
velopment, children were 
assessed at age one using 
validated developmental as-
sessments that measure in-
fant cognitive and language 
functioning. The researchers 
found that infants in low-in-

come families (defined as 
a family of four with an an-
nual income of $23,500 or 
less) had significantly poor-
er cognitive and language 
performance than infants 
in higher-income families. 
For example, infants in 
low-income families demon-
strated lower levels of prob-
lem-solving behaviors and 
understanding of caregiver 
communication than high-
er-income participants at 
age 12 months. 

Additionally, this study 
is among the first to evalu-
ate multiple aspects of the 
maternal, home and neigh-
borhood environments of 
infants growing up poor. 
The results demonstrate a 
portrait of disadvantage. 
Low-income families were 
more likely to experience 
higher levels of stress and 

food insecurity, have fewer 
age-appropriate toys and 
books for their children, and 
provide less child-centered 
households. Low-income 
mothers scored lower on 
measures of verbal and vi-
sual spatial skills and were 
more likely to experience 
concentrated neighborhood 
disadvantage. 

“The effects of pover-
ty on older children have 
been well-documented by 
researchers over the past 
few decades, but this is the 
first study to illustrate the 
multiple disadvantages in-
fants face before they turn 
one-year-old,” said Hallam 
Hurt, MD, a neonatologist 
and professor of pediatrics 
at CHOP, faculty member at 
PolicyLab, and lead author 

By age one, 
infants in low

socioeconomic 
families have 
already been 

exposed to 
greater 

environmental 
disadvantages

See LOW-INCOME DEVELOPMENT
Page 5
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LEGALS

CLASSIFIEDS ROAD TRIP
Continued from Page 2

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-9951

ZONING CASE NO. ZC17-0004
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - TOD
AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, ADOPTED FEBRUARY 25, 
1997, FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; 
AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, 
TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE 
LAS COLINAS STATION PHASE 1 AMENDED ADDITION AND LOCATED AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF LAKE 
CAROLYN PARKWAY AND NORTH O’CONNOR BOULEVARD, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN 
EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM TOD TRANSIT 
ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT USE FOR MIXED USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED 
TO TOD TRANSIT ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT USE FOR R-TH USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, 
AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR 
SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING 
MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; 
DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH SUCH COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, AS AMENDED, 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING 
THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN 
CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-9958

ZONING CASE NO. ZC17-0026
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-2

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE 
CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF 
LAND OUT OF THE CASON HEIGHTS ADDITION, AND LOCATED AT 214 EAST CASON STREET, MORE FULLY 
AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID 
PROPERTY FROM S-P SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR SINGLE FAMILY USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS 
AMENDED TO S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR R-6 USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING 
TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS 
AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING 
THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING 
THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES 
NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; 
PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-9959

ZONING CASE NO. ZC17-0036
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-1 (R-AB)

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE 
CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF 
LAND OUT OF THE IRVING CONVENTION CENTER ADDITION AND LOCATED WEST OF WEST LAS COLINAS 
BOULEVARD AND NORTH OF FULLER DRIVE, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A 
ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM S-P-1 (R-AB) SITE PLAN 
DISTRICT USE FOR RESTAURANTS WITH ATTENDANT ACCESSORY USES OF THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGES FOR ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION UNDER SECTION 52-49 OF ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND 
CONVENTION CENTER, RETAIL ENTERTAINMENT, HOTEL, RESTAURANT, AND RELATED USES UNDER 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144 UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-1 (R-AB) SITE PLAN DISTRICT 
USE FOR RESTAURANTS WITH ATTENDANT ACCESSORY USES OF THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 
FOR ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION UNDER SECTION 52-49 OF ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND CONVENTION 
CENTER, RETAIL, ENTERTAINMENT, HOTEL, RESTAURANT, AND RELATED USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 
1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING 
FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL 
ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING 
ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING 
THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT 
IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING THE ENTIRE ORDINANCE SHALL BE INVALID IF ANY WORD, 
PHRASE, CLAUSE, SENTENCE, PARAGRAPH OR SECTION OF THIS ORDINANCE IS HELD TO BE INVALID; 
AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, on July 6, 2017.

RICHARD H. STOPFER
MAYOR

ATTEST:
Shanae Jennings
City Secretary

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
Kuruvilla Oommen
City Attorney

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING – COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
CITY OF IRVING CITY COUNCIL

Public hearing to be held by City Council to consider adoption of the Imagine Irving Comprehensive Plan (City of Irving 
Comprehensive Plan) as the strategic policy guide and vision for the City of Irving.   

LOCATION, DATES & TIMES OF PUBLIC HEARINGS:
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas
City Council Public Hearing: Thursday, July 20, 2017, 7 p.m.

All interested persons are encouraged to attend the public hearings and express their opinions on the proposed 
comprehensive plan.  Written response for the record may also be submitted to: 

City of Irving – Planning & Community Development Dept., 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, TX 75060

For additional information, please contact the Department at 972-721-2424, or visit www.imagineirving.org to view the 
plan and learn more about the public input process used to create it.   

This facility is wheelchair accessible. Accessible parking spaces are available. Requests for interpretation services 
or assistive hearing devices must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting. Contact the City Secretary’s Office at (972) 
721-2493 for assistance.

already have gear like tents 
and sleeping bags. 

Managing your mileage 
could add up to major sav-
ings. Though fuel prices 
may generally be down, the 
cost of filling up your tank 
can still add up. To make 
this cost more manageable, 
you can take advantage of 
apps that help you find the 
best gas prices in your area. 
In certain cases, you may 
also want to consider rent-
ing a more fuel-efficient car. 
You can save even more by 
mapping your trip ahead of 
time to avoid road tollways 
and construction that might 
slow you down.

Keep kids entertained to 
avoid unnecessary stops. 
Kids tend to get antsy in 
the back seat, which can 

lead to more frequent stops 
and a few impulse buys if 
you’re not prepared. Pack-
ing snacks and meals ahead 
of time can help you avoid 
making extra purchases at 
the gas station, and will of-
ten be cheaper. 

Also have a plan for keep-
ing your kids entertained. 
Let them choose a few ac-
tivates ahead of time, like 
preparing a road trip play-
list or making a game like 
road trip bingo with sights 
you’ll be seeing along the 
way. If you have a tablet or 
phone, downloading free 
games, podcasts or movies 
can be another great option.

Protect your home while 
you are away. One other 
way to save on your road 
trip is to ensure that your 

home is protected while 
you’re gone. If you can, ask 
a trusted neighbor, friend 
or family member to keep 
an eye on your house. If you 
can’t find someone to help, 
you can call US Postal Ser-
vice to hold your mail while 
you’re away. Double check 
that you’ve locked all doors 
and windows, including the 
garage door, and that you’ve 
set your alarms and put 
your lights on a timer. 

Bottom line: Road trips 
can be an adventurous and 
inexpensive way to see the 
country, but costs can add 
up if you’re underprepared. 
Planning your stops and 
packing to anticipate your 
needs could help you enjoy 
the ride rather than worry 
about the expenses. 

LEGALS

Be 
aware 

of 
fraud 
calls

The Office of Inspector Gen-
eral would like to alert everyone 
to fraudulent automated calls 
being made to citizens in Tex-
as and elsewhere by individ-
uals posing as being with 
the Texas Department of 
Criminal Justice In-
spector General’s 
Office. 

The caller states 
“your Social Securi-
ty number has been 
flagged for fraud” 
and requests an 
immediate call 
back to (512) 937-
2871. When this 
number is called 
you are advised 

the “Google subscriber is not 
available please leave a mes-
sage.”

Inspector General Bruce 
Toney advises everyone to 
not provide personal identi-
fying information to anyone 

in this circumstance and 
to be alert for other sim-
ilar circumstances where 

criminals are seeking to ob-
tain your personal informa-
tion. A complaint has been 

filed with the FCC.

SOURCE Texas De-
partment of 

Criminal 
Justice

Banks want to reintroduce payday loans

See PAYDAY LOANS
Page 8

WASHINGTON, D.C. - A 
new Center for Responsible 
Lending (CRL) Policy Anal-
ysis, “Been There; Done 
That,” warns that banks are 
seeking the repeal of con-
sumer protections estab-
lished in 2013 that ensured 

that banks could no longer 
keep borrowers trapped in 
unaffordable payday loans.  

Six banks—Wells Fargo, 
US Bank, Regions Bank, 
Fifth Third Bank, Bank of 
Oklahoma and Guaranty 
Bank—were making pred-

atory payday loans to their 
own account holders until 
2013, when a public out-
cry and risks to the banks’ 
safety and soundness led 
bank regulators to establish 
commonsense guidelines 
to curb these unaffordable 

loans. The banks were si-
phoning $500 million an-
nually from customers who 
were caught in a devastating 
debt trap structured just like 
storefront payday lending. 

Now, as Congress invites 
a tempest of deregulation 

that would open the flood-
gates to predatory lending, 
the American Bankers As-
sociation is urging regu-
lators to block and repeal 
protections against these 
dangerous loans.

“The banking industry is 
taking advantage of an en-
vironment in Washington 
where consumer protec-
tions are under siege,” Re-
becca Borné, CRL Senior 
Policy Counsel and author 
of the report, said. “While 
payday lending has been ef-
fectively banned in 15 states 
plus the District of Colum-
bia, payday lenders are still 
operating elsewhere and 
siphoning $8 billion per 
year in abusive fees from 
low-income communities. 
The banks want a piece of 
that action, to charge their 
own customers rates of 200 
and 300 percent APR in or-
der to strip away millions of 
dollars a year from fees on 
intentionally unaffordable 
loans.”

The Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau (CFPB) 
is also the target of anti-con-
sumer initiatives, including 
a proposal to eliminate its 
authority to regulate payday 
and car-title lending at all. 
The CFPB is in the process 
of finalizing a common-

sense rule addressing these 
abusive 300 percent inter-
est loans.

Like storefront payday 
lenders, the six banks mak-
ing payday loans market-
ed them as an occasional 
bridge to the next payday, 
not meant for long-term 
use. But in 2011, CRL doc-
umented that the median 
bank payday borrower had 
13.5 loans per year and was 
in debt at least part of six 
months annually. And in 
2013, the CFPB found that 
borrowers spent an average 
of 114 days during the year 
in triple-digit debt. And 
CRL also found that more 
than half of borrowers had 
more than ten loans an-
nually, and 12 percent had 
more than 30 loans annu-
ally.

The extreme harm pay-
day loans cause borrowers 
has motivated communi-
ties, advocates, and state 
policymakers to address the 
practice. Data has shown 
that payday loans result in 
increases in difficulty pay-
ing living expenses, delin-
quency on credit card and 
other debt, delayed medical 
care, overdraft fees, loss 
of checking accounts and 
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Sophie
4-year-old Sophie is an exquisite dilute tortie with gray under-
tones. She's quiet and if you give her some petting and attention, 
she will reciprocate with purrs and kisses. She is inquisitive but 
calm and affectionate. She will usually start out with her back to 
you; however, if you give her a bit of love, she will turn and let 
you know that you have her attention. She originally came from 
another shelter as a stray, but it's obvious that she was in a home 
at some point. Her demeanor, attitude, and friendliness are a sure 
sign that she will be an amazing companion.

Sirius
Heyeee. I'm Sirius. No. Not serious. Seriously, I'm not serious. I'm about 2 years old, 
and was brought in because my owner's didn't have enough time for me. I'm not going 
to be one to sit and chill. I am one to love to go for walks, and explore the world. I am 
pretty good on a leash, and I know some commands. I also, have a terrific wiry coat, 
which indicates less shedding. I just need to find a home that has room to run and 
play. I will do best in a home with no cats.

DEATH NOTICES

Jane Marlow Easter, 87 
of Irving, Texas, passed 
away on July 5, 2017.  Jane 
was born in Fort Worth, 
Texas on September 10, 
1929.  She graduated from 
Irving High School and 
earned her Bachelor’s De-
gree in Education from 
Texas Christian University.  
She later obtained her Mas-
ter’s Degree from Southern 
Methodist University.  Jane 
experienced a long teaching 
career with the Dallas In-
dependent School District.  
She also enjoyed extensive 
travel around the world in 
the summers.  Following 
her retirement, Jane spent 
countless hours caring for 
her mother, two aunts and 
an uncle.  Jane was a life-
long member of the Church 
of Christ and most recent-
ly attended Beltline Road 
Church of Christ.  In her 
later years Jane made many 
friends at the Park Manor 
Apartments where she lived 
as well as at Fresenius Dial-
ysis Center in Irving.  Fam-
ily and maintaining family 

traditions was very import-
ant to Jane.  She came from 
a family of Irving pioneers 
and early settler, Thomas 
Haley, was her grandfather.  
She was a great historian of 
the history of Irving as well 
as the Haley family.  Jane 
was very independent and 
until recent months, she 
continued to drive herself to 
dialysis three times a week.  

Jane is survived by her 
sister-in-law, Lura Easter 
Barganier and her husband, 
Frank, of Irving; nieces, 
Mary Easter Casey and her 
husband, Jackie of Abilene, 
and Cindy Easter Arnold 
of Denton; cousins, Mari-
nell Zaun, Vera Lou Gleg-
horn, Glenn Gleghorn and 
Sue Huffman; numerous 
grand-nieces and nephews; 
as well as many lifelong 
friends.  Jane is preceded 
in death by her parents, J.C. 
and Flora Haley Easter and 
her brother, Joel Carlton 
Easter.

Funeral services are being 
handled by Donnelly’s Co-
lonial Funeral Home.  Vis-
itation will be held Friday 
evening at the funeral home 
from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.  The 
memorial service for Jane 
will be held at Beltline Road 
Church of Christ in Irving 
on Saturday, July 8 at 10:30 
a.m.  Burial will follow at the 
Haley Cemetery.  The fam-
ily would like to thank the 
staff at Fresenius Dialysis 
Center and Irving Nursing 
and Rehabilitation for their 
devotion, care and love they 
provided to Jane.

JANE MARLOW EASTER

Larry Quasebarth be-
loved father and husband 
passed away July 5, 2017 
at his home surrounded by 
family. He was born on Oc-
tober 18, 1957 in Texarkana, 
Arkansas to Marion and 
Mildred “Weiss” Quase-
barth. He began his cancer 
journey two years ago, and 
continually remained posi-
tive, keeping his sense of hu-
mor and remaining strong 
in his faith in God through-
out his journey. He was a 
member of Plymouth Park 
United Methodist Church in 
Irving where he served as a 
high school Sunday school 
teacher for 15 years and par-
ticipated in 9 high school 
mission trips. Larry’s faith 
and family were most im-
portant to him. He enjoyed 
welcoming his three new 
children into the family by 
marriage. He cherished his 
two father-daughter dances 
with both daughters, fam-
ily vacations and camping 
at Tyler State Park with his 
son. Larry enjoyed creating 
things in his wood shop and 
learning new things such as 
learning how to play piano, 
guitar, and ukulele. He en-
joyed 39 years with Tera-
dyne as a Field Applications 
Engineer.  Larry is preceded 
in death by his father Mari-
on Quasebarth. Left to cher-
ish his memory are wife of 
36 years Sara Quasebarth 
of Irving; son Benjamin 
Quasebarth and wife Evette 

of Dallas; daughters Eliza-
beth Le and husband Duoc 
of Irving; Rebecca Nelluvelil 
and husband Joji of Irving; 
beloved dog Molly Ann; 
mother Mildred Holman of 
Irving; sisters Debra Rangel 
of Irving; and Jerry Burns 
and husband Larry of Los 
Altos, California; brother 
David Quasebarth and wife 
Gail of Frisco. The fami-
ly will receive friends on 
Monday, July 10, 2017 from 
6:00 to 8:00 pm at Brown’s 
Memorial Funeral Home 
in Irving. A funeral service 
will be held at 10:00 am 
on Tuesday, July 11, 2017 
at Plymouth Park United 
Methodist Church in Irving. 
Interment will immediate-
ly follow the service at Oak 
Grove Memorial Gardens. 
Memorial donations may 
be made to Plymouth Park 
United Methodist Church 
Youth Group at 1615 Airport 
Freeway, Irving, TX  75062

LARRY QUASEBARTH

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

Charles Franklin Campbell – June 21, 1940 – July 7, 2017
Earleen Whitson – Aug. 29, 1931 – July 7, 2017
Jason Andrew Bernauer – Dec. 24, 1964 – July 9, 2017

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

Gerald Stokley – Feb. 22, 1941 – July 11, 2017
Sue G. Reinhardt – Jan. 15, 1926 – July 10, 2017

on the study. “Today, many 
vulnerable children don’t 
receive the support of pro-
grams like Head Start un-
til age three. Our research 
suggests a window of op-
portunity for initiation of 
interventions at much earli-
er ages for both infants and 
their families.” 

“Early divergence of cog-
nitive and language perfor-
mance between low- and 
higher-income children 
increases over time,” said 
Laura Betancourt, PhD, of 
the Division of Neonatology 
at CHOP, who conducted 
the developmental assess-
ments and is an author on 
the study. Given this antic-
ipated decline, Drs. Hurt 
and Betancourt emphasized 
the urgency for provision of 
resources for infants and 
mothers facing environ-
mental disadvantage.  

Although the study sam-
ple was small – 52 families 
from Philadelphia – it was 
made up of a homogeneous 
and healthy group of Afri-
can American mothers and 
female babies, allowing the 
researchers greater abili-
ty to isolate the effects of 
poverty. Future research 
is needed to replicate this 

study in larger, more di-
verse cohorts in different 
locales.

Citation: Hurt H, Betan-
court, LM. Turning one year 
of age in low socioeconom-
ic environment: A portrait 
of disadvantage. Journal of 
Developmental and Behav-
ioral Pediatrics, 2017. 

SOURCE Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia

LOW-INCOME DEVELOPMENT
Continued from Page 3

NEW YORK -- Over 44 
million American adults 
have a side hustle – that is, 
a way to earn extra money 
other than a main source 
of income – according to a 
new report from Bankrate.
com. This includes 28 per-
cent of younger millennials 
(ages 18-26), who are the 
most likely age group to 
have a side hustle. 

Eighty-six percent of 
side hustlers do it at least 
monthly, and 36 percent 
of those earn more than an 
additional $500 per month 
doing so. Frequency and 
amount earned tend to dif-
fer by generation:

Of those ages 18-26 with 
a side hustle, 96 percent say 
they do it at least monthly, 
compared to 83 percent of 
those who are older than 
that. 

Over 44 million Americans have a side hustle
Millennials, as a whole 

(ages 18-36), typically earn 
less from their secondary 
source of income than older 
generations; only 19 percent 
with a monthly side hustle 
earn more than $500 per 
month, compared to 50 per-
cent of those who are older. 

Younger Baby Boomers 
(ages 53-62) are the most 
likely age group to pull in 
at least an extra $1,000 per 
month.

Of those who earn money 
on the side, the majority (54 
percent) use the extra cash 
to help pay for expenses, 
rather than as disposable 
income for other things. 
Though, how side hustle 
income is put to use varies 
across gender and political 
affiliation:

About 7 in 10 women (69 
percent) say they use the 

extra money from a side 
hustle to help pay expenses, 
compared to less than half 
of men who do the same (42 
percent). 

Democrats and Indepen-
dents are nearly twice as 
likely as Republicans to use 
the additional cash to pay 
for expenses (60 percent to 
32 percent). 

“A side hustle can be a 

great way to help pay the 
bills or pad your savings 
accoun on your own sched-
ule,” said Sarah Berger, The 
Cashlorette at Bankrate.
com. “It’s important to be 
smart about any extra in-
come you earn. Pay down 
debt and take care of your 
monthly expenses first be-
fore adding anything to 
your shopping cart.”

The survey was conduct-
ed by Princeton Survey 
Research Associates Inter-
national. PSRAI obtained 
telephone interviews with 
a nationally representative 
sample of 1,002 adults liv-
ing in the continental Unit-
ed States. Interviews were 
conducted by landline 
(500) and cell phone (502, 
including 329 without a 

landline phone) in English 
and Spanish by Princeton 
Data Source from June 22-
25, 2017. Statistical results 
are weighted to correct 
known demographic dis-
crepancies. The margin of 
sampling error for the com-
plete set of weighted data is 
plus or minus 3.7 percent-
age points.

SOURCE Bankrate.com
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their infor-
mation on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving 
Rambler will have accurate information. Listings 
are limited to the Organization’s name, meeting 
location and time. If an organization wishes to have 
more information than the free listing offers, we will 
continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Evening Lions Club

1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm
Community Bible Church

2301 Texas Drive
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Hallelujah Pool Players

Every Wed. @ Noon
Heritage Senior Center

200 S Jefferson St., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month 
7:30 to 9 PM

Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
Irving Democrats

Every second Tuesday of month at 7pm
Midori Japanese Restaurant

4020 N. MacArthur Blvd, #120 
Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Every second Tuesday of month at 7:30pm

132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm 
IHOP on Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Chateau on Wildbriar Lake

1515 Hard Rock Road
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS

* It was 20th-century American author and journal-
ist Emily Kimbrough who made the following sage 
observation: “Remember, we all stumble, every one 
of us. That’s why it’s a comfort to go hand in hand.”

* The very first drive-thru fast-food restaurant opened 
in 1948, in Baldwin Park, California. The idea was 
obviously a success -- by 1990, In-N-Out burger 
had 60 locations, all in the Los Angeles metropolitan 
area. The private, family-owned chain now has 313 
locations across six states. 

* You probably didn’t know that Little Miss Muffet was 
a real person. It’s true -- Dr. Thomas Muffet wrote the 
nursery rhyme for his daughter, Patience. 

* If you’re fortunate enough to be planning a trip to the Southeast Asian 
nation of Cambodia -- home to the 12th-century temple complex and 
UNESCO World Heritage Site Angkor Wat -- keep an eye out for some 
local comestibles. If you get hungry, you can try out a local delicacy such 
as deep-fried tarantula. If you’re feeling ill (and particularly daring), try out 
a medicinal liquor Ð there’s a popular one that is made by putting live 
spiders into rice wine.

* Those who study such things say that the most widely used word in the 
world is “okay” -- though the spelling varies widely. 

* You might be surprised to learn that 7 percent of American adults 
-- that’s 17.3 million people -- believe that chocolate milk comes from 
brown cows. The same survey, conducted by the Innovation Center for 
U.S. Dairy in May of this year, found that 95 percent of Americans have 
at least one kind of cheese in the fridge.
***
Thought for the Day: “As a general truth, communities prosper and 
flourish, or droop and decline, in just the degree that they practice or 
neglect to practice the primary duties of justice and humanity.” -- William 
Henry Seward

1. MONEY: Who was the first U.S. 
president to appear on a circulating 
coin?
2. GEOGRAPHY: The Elbe River 
flows mostly through which European 

country?
3. GAMES: How much are black poker chips worth?
4. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What major U.S. city is in the 305 
area code?
5. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which candidate did Richard Nixon 
defeat in 1972 to win re-election?
6. AVIATION: How long did the Wright brothers’ first flight last on 
Dec. 17, 1903? 
7. U.S. STATES: The bluebonnet is the official flower of which 
state?
8. HISTORY: When did the French and Indian War end?
9. MOVIES: In which movie does Judy Garland sing, “Have 
Yourself a Merry Little Christmas”?
10. COMICS: Brigadier Gen. Amos T. Halftrack is a character in 
which comic strip?

Answers
1. Abraham Lincoln
2. Germany
3. $100
4. Miami
5. George McGovern
6. 12 seconds
7. Texas
8. 1763
9. “Meet Me in St. Louis”
10. “Beetle Bailey”

ANSWER KEY
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WORSHIP ADS

To list your house of worship 
in the Rambler, please contact 
Joe at  972-870-1992 or  joes@

ramblernewspapers.net

UNITY CHURCH

Unity of Irving
Sunday Morning Services:

9:30 AM Adult Class
11:00 AM Service

& Children’s Church
Reverend Frank Pounders

and Reverend Margaret Pound-
ers

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 
75061

972-253-5083
unitychurchofirving.com

First United Methodist 
Church 

211 W. Third,  75060
972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.

org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Chapel
Second and fourth Sundays

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

First Church of Christ, 
Scientist

2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 
75061

972-253-7202
www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-

1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-

0476
access code 884879

For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 
75061

1st Century Christianity in the 
21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 

p.m.
Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.

972-790-8606 
www.BeltLineChurch.com

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W. Airport Freeway Irving Tx
972-255-4185

www.ppumc.org

UNITED METHODIST

WORSHIP

Sunday Morning 
Worship
8:30 a.m.

Traditional 
Communion Service

Holy Communion every Sunday

9:15 a.m.
Non-Traditional Service

Plymouth Park Praise Band

11:00 a.m.
Traditional Service

Chancel Choir

Dr. William E. La Barr, 
Senior Pastor

Dr. Rusty Hedges, Associate Pastor

We're holding a place for you!

PLYMOUTH PARK 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

1615 W. Airport Freeway, 
Irving, Texas 75062

972-255-4185

For more details go to www.ppumc.org

Subscribe to 
the Rambler 

today!
GIVE US A CALL

972-870-1992

MAYOR MAILERS
Continued from Page 1

Below are responses from both Kristi Pena and Herb Gears regarding the distribution of the mailers and ensuing election 
for mayor:

When did you first hear about the mailers and 
what was your immediate reaction?

“It was right after early voting and somebody posted it 
on Facebook,” Pena said. “I was shocked. Angry. Upset. A 
little bit of everything mixed into one. I immediately rushed 
to my mom’s house to check her mailbox to make sure she 
didn’t get one, and of course, she got one.”

What was your team’s initial response?
“I really didn’t know what to do when I saw it. I didn’t 

make a whole lot of phone calls. I called my campaign man-
ager, Steven, just to try to get advice. (Current Mayor Rick 
Stopfer) warned me that there was going to be a hit piece 
coming out. He told me at City Hall that he had received 
a bunch of stuff in the mail, and he was sure he wasn’t the 
only one that received it, and that he had nothing to do with 
it. This was before early voting ended. I put out my press 
release on Tuesday, which was the last day of early voting, 
letting my supporters know there was going to be a hit piece 
on me.”

“Then we reached as many people as we could on Face-
book and did a campaign. I have a Kristi for Irving page. We 
did a bunch of advertising, but you can only reach so many 
people on Facebook. We were able to reach 2,900, but how 
many of those actually live in Irving? We also did a bunch of 
ads as soon as it came out to offset all of the negativity. We 
tried to bring back that positivity.”

Do you think they had any impact on the final re-
sults of the election?

“Yes, I know it affected the voting because of the response 
we were getting at the polls on Saturday. The first flyer Fo-
cus Irving put out said I was against Homestead Exemp-
tion. That killed me too. I never, ever said that. I have no 
idea where they even came up with that one. Too many peo-
ple believe what is going on in the flyers.”

What is your next step?
“We are doing depositions right now to find out exactly 

who was involved. We’ve had six subpoenas go out, and our 
depositions will start soon. Then we’ll go into the lawsuit. 
My main focus with this entire lawsuit is to make sure that 
people like myself know it is ok to run for office without the 
bullying. Somebody has to stand up for the regular citizens 
of Irving like myself. I’m a citizen of Irving. I’ve lived here 
my entire life, absolutely love Irving. And if I want to run 
for office, I should be able to run for office without lies that 
I have to look out for.”

Do you have any advice for voters receiving mail-
ers and discerning if the information is accurate?

“Reach out to the candidate themselves. Everybody that 
runs for office is very, very open and will answer your ques-
tions. If you can’t get a hold of the candidate, then do a little 
bit of research yourself. It would not have taken long to do a 
Google search of me and realize I have no convictions, and 
I’ve never been arrested.”

What role did you have in creating and distribut-
ing the mailers?

“I designed the mail piece and delivered a final PDF file 
to the print shop," Gears said responding by email. "I paid 
the print shop to print, apply 2,500 frequent voter address 
labels, and forward them to the post office for mail delivery 
to begin on May 3.”

What was the initial reaction from the communi-
ty upon seeing them? 

“I can’t speak for the entire community but I expect, al-
though some may have been surprised, most people had 
already heard about the information in the public records. 
The origin of the mail piece was clearly disclosed.”

Do you think they had any impact on the final re-
sults of the election?

“Obviously, it had no discernible impact on the outcome 
of the election. Contrary to Ms. Pena’s sworn statements, 
no one received the mail piece until after the early voting 
period had ended. After receiving a scant 18.4 percent of the 
early votes cast, Ms. Pena would have had to receive 100 
percent of the Election Day in person votes in order to win 
the election by one vote. Ultimately, after the mail piece was 
delivered, Ms. Pena increased her vote ratio garnering 21.7 
percent of the Election Day votes cast which represents an 
18 percent increase from the early votes cast before the mail 
piece was mailed.”

Who came up with the idea for the mailers and 
who was involved in the initial discussions?

“Including information from public records in a political 
mail piece is not an original idea. In fact, Ms. Pena herself 
recently resigned as the official Treasurer for the Irving 
Voices Political Action Committee which is a small group 
that, for years, has routinely distributed political advertise-
ments citing public records associated with candidates and, 
in some cases, candidate’s family members. There were no 
discussions had, or needed, with anyone about my decision 
to share public information with potential voters. The mail 
piece did not endorse or, in any way, offer support for any of 
the four candidates in the election.”

“The information on the mail piece came from various 
public entities and the official documents they house for 
public access.”

Anything additional you would like to add?
“Although I wasn’t a candidate in the race, Ms. Pena chose 

to make assertions about me a focal point in her campaign 
efforts. Eight foot signs were erected at early polling loca-
tions with my picture on them, social media was flooded by 
her supporters with accompanying memes and comments. 
She even paid for, and circulated, an internet video that fea-
tured a Photoshopped image portraying me as a criminal.”

“Although it may appear she crossed the line, whether 
anybody likes it or not, Ms. Pena was likely exercising her 
constitutional right to free speech. The 202 petition filed 

with the court, sworn to be 
accurate by Ms. Pena, is re-
plete with falsehoods, inac-
curacies, and wildly crazy 
conspiracy theories, none 
of which are they asking 
to be litigated by the court. 
Ms. Pena and her political-
ly active attorney are in-
stead asking the court for 
extraordinary privileges 
they claim are necessary 
in order for them to deter-
mine who is responsible 
for the mail piece, presum-
ably so they will know who 
they can try to sue later. It’s 
a very simple determina-
tion they could have made 
with one phone call to me. 
Claiming the need for spe-
cial privileges in this case, 
in my opinion, is an egre-
gious abuse of courtroom 
resources, shamefully, po-
litically motivated.”

KRISTI PENA HERB GEARS
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Freelancers
Needed

Rambler Newspapers is 
currently seeking inquisitive 

individuals with experience in:

Editing - 
Writing - 

Photography

To apply send resume, clips 
and image samples to: 

staceys@ramblernewspapers.net

For more information
call  972-870-1992

LANDFILL
Continued from Page 1

THE MYSTERY FILL: 
A landfill bulldozer compacts all 
sorts of things at the Hunter Ferrell 
Landfill. Brenda Haney, Director of 
Solid Waste Services at the landfill, 
says that throughout her 17 year 
career working there, she has seen 
everything from hunting licenses to 
large amounts of money to wedding 
rings. /Photo by Daisy Silos

VISIT OUR OTHER LOCATIONS

WATAUGA
5921 Denton Hwy.

Metro (817) 498-7079

MANSFIELD
310 Mitchell Rd.

Metro (817) 477-3383

IN GOD WE TRUST

Hours

Mon - Sat 5:30 AM - 3:30 PM  
   Sun 7:00AM - 3:30 PM

425 W. Irving Blvd. 
at O’Connor

(972) 253-7335

RAMBLIN' 
'ROUND  
IRVING

Last week's answer: North Lake Ranch Park
Last week's winner: Judy Anderson

Do you know where this landmark is in Irving? Do you have an idea for 
next week's featured location? Email us your answers and suggestions at 
joes@ramblernewspapers.net.  

  

7 p.m. | Friday, Oct. 6
Irving Arts Center | 3333 N. MacArthur Blvd.

Presale: Adults $12, Children $10
Door: Adults $14, Children $12

For more information, call the  
Heritage Senior Center at (972) 721-2496.

Applications being accepted. | Contact Pat at (972) 721-7313 to apply.
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at the landfill for 17 years. 
Throughout her career, she 
has seen all sorts of things 
thrown into the landfill 
from hunting licenses, large 
amounts of money, and 
even wedding rings.

“You’d be surprised how 
often it happens on trash 
day,” Haney said. “As soon 
as you recognize that you’ve 
thrown something away, 
call our main number so 
we can stop the truck. If 
you think you might have 
thrown something away 
that was from last week, 
forget it because every day 
we’re moving the waste op-
eration and I can’t go back 
and open up where we were 

a week ago.”
In May, Monica Brown 

accidentally threw away 
her wedding rings. Once 
Brown realized her rings 
were missing, her husband 
contacted the Solid Waste 
Services Department. 

“They could actually pin-
point the truck and would 
work with him to search,” 
Brown said. “They said if 
we had been any slower, 
it would’ve been dumped. 
They took the truck and 
pulled it aside and basical-
ly emptied everything into 
three piles.”

After only ten minutes 
of searching, her husband 
and Robert Salinas, section 

chief of the landfill, found 
the rings. 

“We celebrated our 
27th anniversary in June,” 
Brown said. “We thought 
that was so kind, because 
who would want to dig 
through trash? We were 
just tickled they were even 
willing to try. They went the 
extra mile.”

Finding the rings was a 
team effort since the Browns 
were quick to communicate 
with the landfill and willing 
to dig through trash to look 
for the rings. 

“This landfill doesn’t 
smell,” Salinas said. “We 
do a really good job here 
and we don’t have any 
odors. We’ll have people 
who want to stand and wait 
here next to the building 
instead of going all the way 
to the working face because 

they’re afraid. They think 
they’re going to be buried 
in trash, and it’s going to 
be nasty, and yucky, and 
smelly, and dirty; and it’s 
just not the case.”

The Solid Waste Services 
Department wants to help 
residents make better use 
of their recycling program 
and let residents know they 
are available to answer any 
questions residents may 
have regarding trash dis-
posal.

“The recycling program is 
a win-win,” Haney said. “I 
think it’s a valuable asset for 
the community to have the 
ability to manage the waste 
we are generating. We want 
them to manage their waste 
as appropriately as possible, 
because that makes our life 
that much easier in the long 
run.”

LOST AND FOUND: When 
Monica Brown accidentally threw 
away her wedding rings, the Solid 
Waste Services Department was 
quick to help her husband find it. /
Photo contributed

bankruptcy.
In their 2013 guidance, 

the Federal Deposit Insur-
ance Corporation and the 
Office of the Comptroller 
of the Currency advised the 
banks they oversee that they 
must assess the ability of 
their customers to repay the 
loans without getting into 
deeper financial trouble. In-
stead, the banks got out of 
the business.

CRL recommends that 
the regulators keep the 
guidance in place and that 
the CFPB finalize a strong 
rule protecting consumers 
from debt trap loans. The 
policy analysis includes a 
range of other recommen-
dations to stop both pred-
atory storefront and online 
lending and the threat of 
bank payday lending. 

SOURCE Center for Responsi-
ble Lending

PAYDAY LOANS
Continued from Page 4


