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IRVING MEN'S FASHION: Floyd Haffstatler (left) and Lynn Harkey pose on 
Main Street sporting the latest fashion in 1927.  /Photo contributed by Irving 
Archives

CALL IN THE HEAVY EQUIPMENT: A truck-mounted ventilation fan was called in from DFW Airport to help 
assist Irving Fire Department with the Irving Mall fire on Monday evening. /Photo by John Starkey

See IRVING HISTORICAL SERIES
Page 3

The Irving Historical 
Series is a four-week edu-
cational series presented 
by Joe's Coffee Shop that 
showcases the history of Ir-

Irving Historical Series: 
1915 - 1930

ving through pictures, cap-
tions, and  quotes. 

See IRVING FIRE
Page 8

"In this day of social 
media, people are 

quick to pick up their 
phones and start 

filming something 
and not think about 

calling 911. I’m always 
reminding people to 

make sure 911 is called 
first. Several people 

did call in [about Irving 
Mall] ...”
J. Taylor

Assistant Chief of Operations
Irving Fire Department

By Rachel Hawkins
Atos, a global leader in 

digital transformation, 
opened new regional head-
quarters in Irving with a 
ribbon cutting event on 
Tuesday, July 18. The 
800,000 square foot facility 
featured the company’s first 
North American Business 
Technology and Innovation 
Center, which will allow 
customers to have hands on 
experiences with their latest 
innovations. 

“This new building in 
Dallas is a natural pro-
gression of our trajectory 
in the United States,” said 
Michel-Alain Proch, Senior 
Executive Vice President 
of North American Opera-

By Joe Snell
Firefighters were dis-

patched on Monday eve-
ning, July 24, to a two-
alarm fire at Irving Mall.

The alert initially came 
into the Irving Fire Depart-
ment (IFD) at 9:17 p.m. as 
a smoke investigation. As 
soon as firefighters arrived 
to the mall, located at North 
Belt Line Road and State 
Highway 183, they noticed 
thick clouds of smoke and 
called for a larger response. 

The smoke originated 
in an Xspress Electronics 
storage room. Firefighters 
initially had a difficult time 
locating the fire because of 
reduced visibility caused by 
smoke.

“If we see a lot of fire, 
in a sense it’s easy,” said 
J. Taylor, Assistant Chief 
of Operations for the Ir-
ving Fire Department. “We 
know right where to go, 
we know how to attack it, 
it’s visible, and you know 
what you’re working with. 
The more difficult ones are 
the ones where you have a 
lot of smoke. If you have a 
lot of smoke and it’s real-
ly charged and thick, you 
can’t see your hand in front 
of your face. There’s a seat 
of the fire somewhere, so 

By Ariel Graham
Library patrons had a 

unique opportunity to ‘bor-
row’ people during the “Hu-
man Library” presented at 
the West Irving Library on 
Saturday, July 22.

The Human Library proj-
ect invited individuals to 
‘check out’ real people from 
various ethnic, social, and 
marginalized communities, 
and ask them questions. 
The project has featured 
a wide variety of humans, 
from sexual abuse and trau-
mas survivors to Muslims 
and transgendered individ-

Electronics store catches fire in Irving Mall
it’s very anxious trying to 
find where that is before it 
advances and gets out of 
control.”

entire room was 
warm.

“The sprinklers 
that had gone off 
actually kept the 
smoke there and 
didn’t let it dissi-
pate,” Taylor said. 
“It stayed there like 
a cloud and made 
it a take longer to 
find where the fire 
had started. By the 
time we got there, 
it was a relative-
ly small fire. The 
sprinklers did a 
really good job and 
kept it at bay.”

A second alarm 
was activated to 
have fire staff on 
hand help evacu-
ate the mall, which 
included mostly 
store employees 
and AMC theater 
patrons. Accord-
ing to Taylor, the 
second alarm was 
more of a precau-
tionary measure 
because of the size 
of the mall, the 
number of employ-
ees and customers 
still inside, and the “Human Library” comes 

alive at West Irving Library
uals, all with the purpose of 
educating the community 
and helping to dispel harm-
ful stereotypes surrounding 
those groups.

The event was held as part 
of the library’s city-wide 
Summer Reading Challenge 
and this year’s theme was 
“Build a Better World.” 

“The Human Library was 
started in Denmark and it’s 
designed to build a positive 
framework for conversa-
tions that can challenge ste-
reotypes and prejudice by 
talking to people who have 
dealt with them,” said Lin-

da Opella, librarian at West 
Irving Library. “Everyone 
has a story to tell, and this 
is just a way for them to tell 
their story to other people 
and other people can say, 
‘Oh, that’s really interest-
ing. I never thought about it 
that way,’ or ‘I never looked 
at it that way.’ Hopefully, it 
can challenge stereotypes 
and prejudices and change 
minds.” 

This was the first Human 
Library event held at the 
West Irving Library and 

See HUMAN LIBRARY
Page 3

According to Taylor, in 
smoke heavy situations 
where it is hard to see 
flames, firefighters feel 
around for heat to know 
if they are heading in the 
right direction. At the Irving 
Mall, however, firefighters 
did not register a change 
in temperature and felt the 

Atos opens state-
of-the-art facility

tions of Atos. “By providing 
the latest technology to our 
employees, we want to em-
power them to achieve firsts 
in the industry for our cus-
tomers. To accelerate our 
expansion, we will continue 
to recruit top talent in the 
region.” 

Atos works across 72 
countries and is one of the 
largest IT service providers 
in Europe. Their expansion 
into North America comes 

on the heels of a string of 
strategic acquisitions in-
cluding signing a contract 
to provide infrastructure 
and data center services to 
National-Bank in Germany 
and teaming up with Dell 
EMC Cloud to launch Atos 
Canopy Orchestrated Hy-
brid Cloud for Microsoft 
Azure Stack. 

“We have a large employ-

See ATOS
Page 4
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ONE ACT AT A TIME: The road to stardom is long and winding and begins with Irving's One Act Play Competition, an 
annual event that introduces many children to the stage. /Photos by Rachel Hawkins

LOVE YOUR 
smile

Do you want to remove 
white spots and stains 

from your teeth?
Ask us about microabrasion. 

Call for a free consultation!

Dr. Vanessa  
Williams

2820 North O’Connor
Irving, TX 75062

972-594-4888
www.mydfwdentist.com

ive your smile the TLC it deserves. 
We offer a full range of general and 

cosmetic dentistry including wisdom teeth 
extractions, dental implants, dentures, and 
microabrasion. We have extended hours. Call 
us for an early or late appointment.

G

Follow us on 
Facebook

www.facebook.com/
mydfwdentist

By Rachel Hawkins
The Irving Park’s Recre-

ation Centers continued a 
time honored tradition by 
inviting friends and family 
members to attend the 53rd 
annual One Act Play Com-
petition, which was present-
ed at the MacArthur High 
School auditorium on Friday 
evening, July 21. 

During the event, young 
actors and actresses from 
six recreations centers per-
formed on stage in front of 
an audience while demon-
strating their acting, singing, 
and dancing abilities. Stu-
dents from the ages of seven 
to seventeen practiced twice 
a week during the summer 
and prepared plays encom-
passing a variety of genres, 
from fantasy to drama to Dr. 
Seuss. 

Karlie Ulloa acted in “Dai-
sy-Head Mayzie” produced 
by Lee Park Recreation Cen-
ter. 

“We practiced an hour 
and a half for twice a week,” 
Ulloa said. “There are also a 
lot of kids, so it’s really fun 
to interact with them. When 
you think about it, it’s like a 
big family with all of the cast 
and directors included.”

The five judges scored 
each performance on pre-

One Act Play inspires youngsters to perform
sentation, delivery of lines 
and clarity of story, correct 
speed and length, and origi-
nality.

The 2017 One Act Play 
Competition winners are as 
follows:

Best Play - Snow White 
Lite by Northwest Park Rec-
reation Center

Runner-Up Best Play - 
Bonding by Senter Park Rec-
reation Center 

Best Actor - Silas Whit-
worth from Senter Park Rec-
reation Center, Play: Bond-
ing 

Runner-Up Best Ac-
tor - Vgom Jain from Mus-
tang Park Recreation Center, 
Play:  When Two Superhero 
Universes Collide 

Best Actress - Regina 
Lubbers-Reyes from North-
west Park Recreation Cen-
ter, Play: Snow White Lite 

Runner-Up Best Ac-
tress - Helja Estrado from 
Northwest Park Recreation 
Center, Play: Snow White 
Lite 

Honorable Mention 
Danielle Jackson from 

Georgia Farrow Recreation 
Center, Play: Guest in the 
Barracks 

Angel Franco from North-
west Park Recreation Cen-
ter, Play: Snow White Lite.

Fran Mathers of Via Reál 
Restaurant awarded colle-
giate scholarships from the 
Pat Mathers Scholarship 
Foundation to six extraordi-
nary children of Irving Police 
officers On Wednesday, July 
19. The foundation award-
ed a total of $34,000 in tu-
ition scholarships for the 
2017‐2018 academic year 
to Michaela Braly, Makay-
la Moore, Mikayla Burres, 
Connor Vincent, McKenna 
LeCroy, and Tori Zettle. 

The selection of scholar-
ship winners comes from an 
applicant pool of children 
from Irving Police officers 

Educational scholarships awarded to 
children of Irving Police Department

and civilian employees. They 
are all college bound or cur-
rent college students who 
excel in academics, commu-
nity service, extracurricular 
activities, and who exhibit 
“above and beyond” ambi-
tions to reach their goals.  

The mission of the Pat 
Mathers Scholarship Foun-
dation is to help further the 
education of the children of 
Irving Police Officers and 
to ease the financial burden 
on their parents. Funding is 
raised at Via Reál’s Pat Ma-
thers Scholarship Founda-
tion Fundraiser which takes 
place once a year at the local 

restaurant. This year’s up-
coming fundraiser is sched-
uled for Aug. 6, 2017.   

The University of Dal-
las will match Pat Mathers 
Scholarship Foundation 
scholarships for students 
enrolled in the University of 
Dallas.  

Fran Mathers, owner of 
Via Reál Restaurant, began 
the foundation in 2007 in 
memory of her late husband, 
James Patrick Mathers, who 
was a great supporter of the 
Irving Police Department.

SOURCE Pat Mathers Scholar-
ship Foundation

IHF announces new 
employee giving campaign

Eighty-two percent of 
employees gave a record 
$219,000 in support of pro-
grams and services at Bay-
lor Scott & White – Irving 
(BSWI). 

“We have the best and 
most generous employees,” 
said Cherl Phillips, co-chair 
of the 2017 EGC. “Many of us 

drive by other hospitals on 
our way to work at BSWI ev-
ery day, because we love this 
hospital. Eighty-two per-
cent of employees showed 
their ongoing support of our 
hospital by donating to pro-
grams or services they are 
passionate about.” 

Hospital and off-site prac-

tice employees generously 
donate each year to support 
the hospitals greatest needs. 

“With the ever-changing 
climate of healthcare today, 
less than $1 of every $100 
billed is available to pur-
chase new equipment or 

Fire Department helps 
Irving receive top rating

The City of Irving has 
joined an elite group of 
only 97 municipalities in 
the United States, receiving 
the highest rating possible 
Insurance Services Office 
(ISO) Class 1, according to 
the latest ISO report.

The Insurance Services 
Office had listed the City of 
Irving as ISO-2, but recent 
upgrades to the Irving Fire 
Department’s infrastruc-
ture, manpower, equipment 
and apparatus elevated the 
rating to the coveted ISO-1 
classification.

Irving will soon have two 
new facilities for the Fire 
Department. The state-of-

the-art fire-training center, 
which is shared with the City 
of Grand Prairie, opened 
July 21. Then Irving’s new-
est fire station, Fire Station 
12, will open Aug. 10. Irving 
built the fire station to serve 
Irving’s explosive growth on 
the north side of the city. The 
new fire station and training 
facilities were key to achiev-
ing the ISO-1 classification. 

Irving hired 51 firefight-
ers over the last year and 
purchased some impressive 
new apparatus, including 
two tiller trucks, one engine 
and two ambulances. Tiller 
Truck 3 will cover the Loop 
12/State Highway 183 area, 

and Tiller Truck 12, Engine 
12 and Medic 12 will be lo-
cated in the new fire station. 

See TOP RATING
Page 7

See EMPLOYEE GIVING
Page 5
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IRVING HISTORICAL SERIES

Roy Keeling, seated front row second from left, was a member of an 
Irving pioneer family. Here he poses with his unit during WWI. c. 1915 

1915 - 1930
*All photos provided by the Irving Archives
** Thank you to Kevin Kendro in the Irving Archives for helping make this series possible

FEATURED SPONSORS

PRESENTING SPONSOR

he whole countryside was a mass of truck gardens, fruit farms, poultry 
farms and dairy farms. Most home sites were five or more acres... Goint 

to Dallas was not a treat... Everybody in this part of Dallas County had to 
work hard to make a living, but they got a heap of joy out of living." 

- R.L. Fulton, on living in Irving in the 1920s

T

featured three local indi-
viduals. Sylvia Nordeman, 
a communication specialist 
for the library, was one of 
the storytellers at the event. 
Nordeman suffered two mis-
carriages before giving birth 
to her son, all within a span 
of two years. She wanted to 
share her story to help peo-
ple understand what it is 
really like to go through a 
miscarriage and how they 
can help those who have ex-
perienced it. 

“When I had my miscar-
riage, I felt like there were 
so many things that people 
didn’t understand about 
it,” Nordeman said. “People 
were very reluctant to talk 
about it. People just wanted 
to sweep it under the rug. I 
thought it would be so much 
better if we could have an 
open conversation about it.” 

Patrick Booth, a drug 
addiction counselor from 
Lewisville, Texas, walked 

away from his job in the cor-
porate world to travel the 
world as a missionary. Booth 
has visited 11 different Lat-
in American countries and 
has written a book about his 
adventures titled The Long 
Road Home. 

“When I sold my business 
and went out into the mis-
sion field for a year visiting 
those 11 different countries, 
I was blogging. At the end 
of it, I just felt that this story 
was bigger than me,” Booth 
said. “I put it down into a 
book specifically so I could 
share it. I want to continue 
to share it because my story 
is really beyond me.”

Susan Sullivan, a web de-
signer who currently lives in 
Argyle, Texas, walked away 
from the corporate world to 
start a farm where she raises 
chickens and bees. Through 
her story, Sullivan hopes 
people will gain more inter-
est in learning where their 

food comes from. 
“I like telling my story 

because I like to talk to peo-
ple about the food they eat, 
where it comes from, teach 
people that you can eat food 
that’s ethical and sustain-
able, and that animals don’t 
really need to suffer,” she 
said.

Although the stories were 
different, all three partici-
pates learned others were 
just as happy to share their 
own stories. 

“It was really nice to be 
able to hear not just their 
interest in my story, but also 
hear how it connects to their 
individual stories,” Booth 
said. “I really feel like every-
one has a story that they can 
share, so it was nice to be 
able to hear their inspiration 
and be inspired by them as 
well as to share my story and 
let them be inspired by me.”

Blood Donation
July 30, 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Thousands of people have re-
sponded to the emergency call 
for blood donations issued by the 
American Red Cross in early July, 
but there continues to be a critical 
summer blood shortage. Eligible 
donors of all types are urgently 
needed.
After issuing the emergency call, 
the Red Cross has experienced a 
30 percent increase in blood dona-
tion appointments through mid-July. 
Despite this improvement, blood 
products are still being distributed 
to hospitals as fast as donations are 
coming in, so more donations are 
needed to meet patient needs and 
replenish the blood supply.
A blood donation drive will be 
held at Holy Family of Nazareth 
Catholic Parish, 2323 Cheyenne 
Street, Irving.

Free Genealogy Classes
August 4 – 18, 12:30 p.m. 
Free genealogy classes are avail-
ab le  to  t he  pub l i c  p rov id -
ed by The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latterday Saints, who has cre-
ated the largest collection of fam-
i l y  r e c o r d s  i n  t h e  w o r l d . 
A three part course will be of-
f e r e d  a t  T h e  S u m m i t  A c -
tive Adult Center in Grand Prai-
r ie. Topics that wi l l  be cov-
ered include Genealogy for Be-
ginners, Sources for Genea-
logical Information and Search 
Te c h n i q u e s  f o r  G e n e a l o g -
i c a l  I n f o r m a t i o n .  I n s t r u c -
tors  for  the course are El -
der and Sister Grieve, mis-
sionaries for The Church of Je-
sus  Christ  of  Latter‐day  Saints. 
C l a s s e s  w i l l  b e  F r i -
days at 12:30 pm. The class is 
free for all Summit members. Non-
members may be charged a $5 en-
t rance fee by The Summit . 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
terday Saints collection of fami-
ly records includes more than 3 bil-
lion deceased people and has 5,003 fam-
ily history centers in 138 countries. 

COMMUNITY 
CALENDAR
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Salvation Army 
activates cooling 

stations for heat relief

The Salvation Army is ac-
tivating 13 Cooling Stations 
across the DFW Metroplex 
to provide life-saving relief 
for the homeless, people 
without air conditioning, 
and those whose jobs re-
quire them to work outside. 

Cooling Stations provide 
two necessary things for 
those at risk of heat expo-
sure: 

Hydration – People 
should drink plenty of wa-
ter when it’s excessively hot. 
Cold water will be available 
each day throughout the 
summer. With such scorch-
ing temperatures it’s import-
ant for people to drink water 

before they get thirsty and to 
continue drinking through-
out the day. 

A cool environment – In-
creasing the amount of time 
spent in air-conditioned en-
vironments helps the body 
cool off and lessens the like-
lihood of getting overheated. 
The Salvation Army’s Cool-
ing Stations provide a cool 
environment where people 
can cool off for a brief time 
or stay all day. 

Irving’s Cooling Station 
is available from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. on weekdays at Ir-
ving, 250 East Grauwyler 
Road, 75061. 

SOURCE The Salvation Army 

972-870-1992

Subscribe 
to the  

Rambler!

ROANOKE, Va. -- Ac-
cording to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy, Americans 
spend more than $29 billion 
each year on air condition-
ing. Southern Trust Home 
Services offers tips to help 
homeowners reduce their 
energy bills this summer 
while keeping their homes 
cool.

There are several things a 
homeowner can do to keep 
their homes cool during the 
summer without increasing 
their electricity bill. 

“During the summer 
months, many homeowners 
keep their air conditioners 
running at full blast with-
out considering other ener-
gy-saving alternatives,” Ted 

Summer energy 
saving tips

Puzio, owner of Southern 
Trust Home Services, said. 
“The harder the air condi-
tioning works, the higher the 
utility bill. There are sever-
al things a homeowner can 
do to keep their homes cool 
during the summer without 
increasing their electricity 
bill.”

Puzio offers the following 
tips to keep the home cool 
and reduce energy bills:  

Use a programmable ther-
mostat – It is wise to use a 
programmable thermostat 
and raise the temperature 
when the resident is not 
home. Doing this will pre-
vent the system from using 

See SUMMER SAVING
Page 5

Irving Women's Fashion, 
c. 1920s
The finger wave became popular in the 1920s and early 
1930s and involved pinching hair between your fingers 
and coming in different directions to make a wave. It was a 
counter to the bob hairstyle that had come before it.

Irving in World War I, c. 1915
The Range family moved to Irving in 1912. Here, Clarence Range works on a plane at 
Love Field during WWI. Love FIeld began as a training facility for pilots during the war.

Irving Men's Fashion, c. 1930s
The pinstripe suit became popular among Irving Men in the 1920s and 1930s. It was considered 
very fashionable to wear a double-breasted waistcoat (four buttons on each side).
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LEGALS

CLASSIFIEDS

ATOS
Continued from Page 1

MODEL

UNK
UNK
UNK
UNK
UNK

LEGAL NOTICE
RIGHT TO CLAIM UNIDENTIFIED VEHICLES

Pursuant to the laws of the State of Texas and ordinances of the City of Irving, the 
Police Department has taken into custody the following vehicles, ownership of which 
is unable to be determined.  For information contact the Irving Auto Pound, 401 N. 
Valley View Ln., Irving, Texas 75061, (972) 721-7700.

MAKE

UNK
HOND
UNK
UNK
UNK

YEAR

UNK
UNK
UNK
UNK
UNK

BY:  WINDY HAMPTON
Property Assistant

POUND#

15-0129
17-1388
17-1822
15-1335
17-1788

LICENSE

NONE
NONE
NONE
NONE
NONE

SERIAL NUMBER

BLK FLATBED TRL
NONE
RED 20’ TRL 
BLU ENGINE HOIST
BLK TRL

AUCTION DATE: 08-21-17

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-9961

ZONING CASE NO. ZC17-0034
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-2

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, 
TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND 
DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE VUE LAS COLINAS 
ADDITION, AND LOCATED AT 212 SKYSTONE DRIVE, MORE FULLY 
AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; 
ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM R-ZLa 
ZERO LOT LINE SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT USE UNDER 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT 
USE FOR R-ZLa USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING 
TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; 
PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE 
TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED 
TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF 
THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL 
WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL 
OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES 
OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND 
PROVIDING A PENALTY.
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-9962

ZONING CASE NO. ZC17-0040
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-2

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, 
TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND 
DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE C. E. MCLEMORES 
2 ADDITION, AND LOCATED AT 1427 PEARSON STREET, MORE 
FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED 
HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY 
FROM R-TH TOWNHOUSE DISTRICT USE UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 
1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR R-TH 
USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE 
PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING 
FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND 
USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF 
THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL 
WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL 
OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES 
OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND 
PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. 2016-9869

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE CITY OF IRVING 2017 IMAGINE IRVING 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE AND 
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
IRVING, TEXAS, on July 20, 2017.

RICHARD H. STOPFER, MAYOR

ATTEST: Shanae Jennings, City Secretary

APPROVED AS TO FORM: Kuruvilla Oommen, City Attorney

The CITY OF IRVING, Texas will receive sealed responses to the following 
solicitations in 
the Purchasing Division, 835 W. Irving Blvd, until the date and time below 
and will open responses on that date: 

1. ITB #179D-17F Campion Trails to MacArthur Extension Project 
Pre-Bid Mtg: 8/7/17 @ 2:00 p.m. 
Due Date: 8/15/17 @ 3:00 p.m. 
2. RFP #193D-17F Lease/ Purchase Financing Plan
Due Date: 8/18/17 @ 3:00 p.m. 

Responses should be submitted online no later than the due date and time 
shown above. Late responses cannot be accepted, so please allow ample 
time to submit your response. Information may be found at cityofirving.
ionwave.net/Purchasing Phone: 972.721.2631

ee base here based on all of 
the acquisitions that were 
centralized,” said Lacey 
Hautzinger, the company’s 
senior director of marketing 
communications. “Why do 
many companies come to 
Dallas: it’s the central loca-
tion, it’s the airport, and the 
ease of getting clients in and 
out. We have many North 
American customers, and 
we really wanted to put our 
footprint here in Irving.”

The facility contains a 
cafeteria, which features lo-
cally produced foods, and a 
game room.

“This is where we want to 
bring most of our customers 
in North America,” Haut-

zinger said. “We can show 
them what we are able to do, 
and show them our innova-
tions, and come up with cre-
ative ideas.”

Irving Mayor Rick Stopfer 
expressed his enthusiasm for 
the new headquarters. 

“Atos is a significant ad-
dition to Irving’s roster of 
leading national and interna-
tional corporations,” Stopfer 
said. “Not only has Atos cho-
sen a stunning new facility, 
the company will contribute 
a tremendous depth of ex-
perience, opportunity, and 
leadership to our city. We 
are proud Atos chose Irving 
as its North American Re-
gional Headquarters, and we 

welcome this exceptionally 
innovative technology com-
pany and its employees to 
their new Irving home.”

Stopfer and Michel-Alain 
Proch, Atos Group’s Senior 
Executive Vice President 
and CEO North America, 
both shared the honor of 
cutting the ribbon. Proch 
believes the prosperity of 
the 650 employees depends 
on a suitable workplace. 

“It’s important to not only 
have a place but to work, but 
also to play, and that is re-
ally the success of an enter-
prise,” he said. 

Chad Harris, president 
of Atos North American 
Operations, is proud their 

business technology solu-
tions company is coming to 
North America.

“It’s important because it 
represents the center of in-
novation, not just because 
as us for employees and 
what we do to create solu-
tions for our customers, but 
it also represents the center 
of innovation for Fortune 
500,” he said. “These com-
panies allow CEOs to come 
into Irving and imagine a 
future for their business. It’s 
not only important for us as 
a provider, but for the city, 
and we do this with great 
pride.”

IRVING — Pending in-
clement weather or sched-
ule changes, SouthGate 
Constructors will set beams 
on the new SH 183 bridge 
over Loop 12 this weekend. 
In order to complete the 
work, the following nightly 
closures will take place:

Closure of northbound 
Loop 12 under SH 183 

Closure time: From 
10PM on Friday, July 28 to 
10AM on Saturday, July 29

Traffic detoured to Mock-
ingbird Ln. 

Associated closures: 
Southbound Loop 12 re-

duced to one lane 
Westbound SH 183 over 

Loop 12 reduced to one lane
Eastbound SH 183 ramp to 

northbound Loop 12 closed 
Closure of southbound Loop 

Closures planned for Loop 
12 in Irving this weekend

12 under SH 183 
Closure time: From 

10PM on Saturday, July 29 
to 10AM on Sunday, July 30

Traffic detoured to Carl 
Rd. 

Associated closures: 
Northbound Loop 12 re-

duced to one lane 
Westbound SH 183 over 

Loop 12 reduced to one lane
Eastbound SH 114 flyover 

ramp to southbound Loop 
12 closed

Southbound Loop 12 
frontage road on-ramp near 
Texas Plaza Dr. closed

Portable changeable 
message boards have been 
placed in advance to inform 
the traveling public of the 
closures. Drivers should ex-
pect delays and plan accord-
ingly.

The 28-mile Midtown 
Express project (SH 183 
Managed Lanes Project) is 
expected to improve mo-
bility by expanding SH 183 
from SH 121 in Euless to 
Interstate (I) 35E in Dallas, 
as well as SH 114 from SH 
183 to SH 121/Internation-
al Parkway and a portion 
of Loop 12 from SH 183 to 
I-35E. The $847 million 
project includes design, 
reconstruction and reha-
bilitation of deteriorating 
roadways and the addi-
tion of toll managed lanes.  
For more information, visit 
the project’s website: www.
drivemidtown.com, or call 
the toll-free hotline 844-
418-3114.

SOURCE SouthGate Construc-
tors

By Nathaniel Sillin
You can break personal 

finance into three broad cat-
egories: income, expenses 
and savings. Your personal 
cash flow statement lists 
your income and expenses 
and a common goal is to end 
each month with a positive 
balance – with money left 
over to put into savings. 

We often tend to focus on 
how to make the most with 
what we have, but don’t for-
get the third category. With 
planning, dedication and 
an understanding of how 
your skill set could benefit 
clients, you could make the 
transition to a more entre-
preneurial role and increase 
your income. 

A friend recently shared 

Could you turn your hobby into a career?
her experience. She started 
working out while looking 
for a way to release stress. 
Soon, exercise became her 
hobby. And then her pas-
sion. Several years later, she 
got the necessary training 
and certifications to go into 
business for herself as a fit-
ness instructor and person-
al trainer. 

Others have similar ex-
periences. A photography 
or coding course sparks in-
trigue, which leads to explo-
ration as a hobbyist and an 
eventual career or part-time 
income source. Or later in 
life you may decide it’s time 
for something different and 
start by exploring your in-
terests and then setting off 
on an entirely new path. 

Acknowledge that you 
may be giving yourself a 
new job. First, consider 
whether you really want 
to turn something you en-
joy into a financial pursuit. 
Some people find that the 
transition can “ruin” their 
hobby in a way – it could 
feel like a chore or job rath-
er than an enjoyable outlet. 
As long as it doesn’t require 
a substantial upfront finan-
cial investment, testing the 
water before diving in fully 
could be a good idea. 

With the proper clear-
ance, you can stay at your 
current role and start a 
small side business or offer 
your services as a freelancer 
to see what the experience 
will be like (and how much 
money you can make). You 
might find that a profitable, 
or cost-covering, hobby is 
enough. 

Identify ways to make 
your offering uniquely 

yours. No matter how hard 
you try, you can’t will mon-
ey into existence. It will take 
a lot of work to make a busi-
ness succeed and even with 
a driven entrepreneur at 
the helm, many businesses 
don’t make it past the first 
several years. 

But whether you’re cre-
ating and selling a physical 
product or offering a ser-
vice, you bring a unique set 
of skills and experiences 
to the table. Try to figure 
out how these can distin-
guish your offerings or add 
a unique twist that will help 
potential customers meet 
their goals. 

Businesses succeed for 
a variety of reasons. They 
might create something en-
tirely new, figure out how to 
make something less expen-
sive or more luxurious, put 
their efforts into customer 
support or figure out a fun 
and creative way to adver-

tise their product. 
Figure out who your tar-

get customers are and what 
they like. If you’re going to 
make money you’ll want 
to identify a target market. 
Generally, this will be a 
group of people who want 
and can afford your of-
fering. Both qualifiers are 
equally important. 

Be brutally honest with 
yourself. There isn’t always 
a profitable market, and 
some hobbies don’t make 
great businesses. 

Working within a proven 
market – selling something 
that people already buy – 
can be a good thing because 
you know there’s at least 
some demand. From there, 
you can figure out the best 
way to find customers that 
like the twist or extra touch 
you’ve put in. 

Drawing on my friend’s 
experience, she has discov-
ered several ways to attract 

her clients. Some people al-
ready have an active lifestyle 
and don’t necessarily need 
motivation. For them, she 
emphasizes her knowledge 
of fitness and health. She 
can craft a meal plan that 
aligns with their physical 
goals and work with them to 
improve their form and help 
prevent injuries. 

With clients who are 
struggling to get started, 
she emphasizes the value 
of having an accountabil-
ity partner. She takes the 
planning and worry out of 
working out; they just need 
to show up. 

Are you ready to take ac-
tion? Managing spending 
and saving are essential 
elements of any financial 
life. With some thought and 
planning you could grow 
another essential element – 
your income – while doing 
something about which you 
are passionate. 

The U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services  
reminds local residents 
about steps they should 
take to protect their health 
from the extreme heat. 

People suffering from 
heat stress may experience 
heavy sweating; weakness; 
cold, pale, and clammy 
skin; fast, weak pulse; and 
nausea or vomiting. Ear-
ly signs include muscle 
cramps, heat rash, fainting 
or near-fainting spells, and 
a pulse or heart rate greater 
than 100. 

People suffering from 
heat stress should be moved 
to a cooler location to lie 
down. Apply cool, wet 
cloths to the body especially 
to head, neck, arm pits and 
upper legs near the groin 
area where combined 70 
percent of body heat can 
be lost; and have the per-
son sip water. They should 
remain in the cool location 
until recovered with a pulse 
heart rate is well under 100 
beats per minute. 

Signs of the most severe 
heat-related illness, heat 
stroke, include a body tem-
perature above 103 degrees 
Fahrenheit; hot, red, dry or 
moist skin; rapid and strong 
pulse; and altered mental 
status which can range from 
confusion and agitation to 
unconsciousness. Call 911 
immediately and take steps 
to cool the person.

While children are espe-
cially vulnerable to heat ill-
nesses, they may be unable 
to explain what is wrong 
but may act differently than 
usual. In extreme heat, con-
sider changes in a child’s 
behavior to be heat stress.

Tips to help local residents protect 
health during extreme heat

Similarly, people with 
communication-related dis-
abilities may have difficulty 
expressing a heat-related 
problem. In extreme heat, 
look for a change in behav-
ior as a sign of heat stress.

Older adults face addi-
tional risk of heat stress and 
heat stroke, for a variety of 
reasons. The National In-
stitute on Aging’s fact sheet 
explains more about how 
extreme heat can affect se-
niors.

To help prevent heat-re-
lated illness:

Spend time in locations 

with air-conditioning when 
possible. 

Drink plenty of fluids. 
Good choices are water and 
diluted sport electrolyte 
drinks (1 part sport drink 
to 2 parts water) unless told 
otherwise by a doctor. 

Choose lightweight, 
light-colored, loose-fitting 
clothing

Limit outdoor activity to 
morning and evening hours

As air conditioning use 
increases, electrical grids 
can become overwhelmed 
causing power outages. In 
power outages, people who 

rely on electricity-depen-
dent medical devices, like 
oxygen concentrators, may 
need assistance so check 
on family members, friends 
and neighbors who use this 
type of equipment.

For more information 
about how to prevent 
heat-related illnesses vis-
it the HHS public health 
emergency preparedness 
website at http://emergen-
cy.cdc.gov/disasters/ex-
tremeheat/.

SOURCE U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services
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Callisto
Hi I am Callisto! I am a beautiful 3 year old with awesome black 
and red fur. I am a real lover. In fact when you get me out of my 
cage I will rub around your legs and purr really loud. But I still am 
young enough to love to play. So please come by and let's get 
better acquainted.

Ben
Hi!  I'm Ben and I'm looking for a new home.  Since you're reading this, I assume that 
you're looking for a new dog.  Let's compare notes and see if we might mesh.
Looking for a big dog to go hunting or fishing with?  Well, you'll have to look elsewhere 
because I'm a male Chihuahua mix that weighs about 12 pounds.
Want a cute little puppy?  Sorry, I'm four years old and all that cute and not so cute 
puppy behavior is long gone.
Looking for a quiet, calm laid-back friend?  Bingo!  Now you're talking!
So come on down and rescue me today!

(972) 870-1992 
joes@ramblernewspapers.netOBITUARIES

DEATH NOTICES

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

Carolyn Sue Clay – Feb. 7, 1947 – July 17, 2017
Margaret Hinchliffe – April 11, 1930 – July 25, 2017
Mary Louise Buchanan – Aug. 20, 1924 – July 22, 2017

By Vaughn-zel Lloyd
The DFW Humane So-

ciety hosted a Liberty and 
Adoptions for All event, 
which offered homeless pets 
to adoptive families for no 
charge at the Irving Animal 
Care Campus on Saturday 
July 8.

“I think some people came 
and adopted prior to the 
event to make sure they got 
the particular pet they had 
been looking at,” said Sarah 
Kammerer, DFW Humane 
Society Executive Director. 
“Some had been looking at a 
particular pet and waited till 
that day, because they knew 
they could get the free adop-

Humane Society liberates homeless pets
tion. I think people love a 
bargain and the pets really 
get some good homes out of 
it. Then there are some who 
really just want to be a part 
of something and not nec-
essarily just looking to take 
home an animal for free.”

All of the adopted pets 
received up to date vacci-
nations, neuter/spade, de-
wormer, microchip and vet 
exams for free. 

“We had people waiting 
at the door to come in,” said 
volunteer Laura Bookbind-
er. “Some customers came 
the day before and start-
ed scouting the dogs they 
wanted. I suggested to most 

that if they were interested 
in a certain dog, there was 
no guarantee they would be 
able to get it without coming 
early.”

Bookbinder, who adopt-
ed a dog from the shelter, 
chooses to allocate 40 hours 
a week to volunteering. 

“People need to remem-
ber when they adopt a shel-
tered dog they are making 
a difference in a creature’s 
life,” she said. “They will feel 
so good giving that dog or 
cat a second chance. Some 
of the animals that come 
here, their lives have not 
been wonderful in their 
previous home, but you’re 

making a difference and do-
ing something good. I think 
adopting animals is a good 
route to go. Let’s empty the 
animal shelters out.” 

Alexander Davidson be-
lieves the free adoption are 
great for those in the area 
who are less fortunate and 
want a pet in their house-
hold. 

“Free adoption opens 
up the spectrum,” he said. 
“There are dogs out there 
that people can’t afford. This 
allows them to have the op-
portunity to adopt some of 
these animals that may have 
been stray or abandoned at 

one point and need a home. 
I think it’s a good thing for 
the community.”

According to Kammerer 
during the summer season, 
the number of strays, aban-
doned animals and people 
turning in animals to the 
shelter tends to skyrocket 
because a lot of people are 
transitioning. 

“The seasons do having 
something to do with it, 
especially for cats,” Kam-
merer said. “In the warmer 
months, unfortunately cats 
are out there breeding. Peo-
ple are finding kittens and 
cats, and bringing them in. I 

really think summer is bus-
ier, because people are out 
there making life changes 
or transferring their kids to 
new schools. Different life 
changes are happening for 
people, which leads them to 
give up their pets.”

The DFW Humane soci-
ety has upcoming adoption 
events for the summer and 
fall months.

“NBC does a nationwide 
adoption day with shelters 
all over the United States. 
All adoptions on Aug. 19 
will be free,” Kammerer 
said. “It’s a huge event, the 
biggest one of the year.” 

provide staff education,” 
said John Drake, President 
of the Irving Healthcare 
Foundation. “Our employ-
ees understand the impor-
tance of philanthropy and 
very generously give back 
every year, but 2017 is the 
year we broke our own re-
cords in dollars raised.”

Employees choose the 
area of giving they wanted 
to support such as the ra-
diology fund and clinical 
staff education. Employees 
also had the option of sup-
porting external programs 
that provide assistance to 
the Irving, Grand Prairie 
and Coppell communities 
such as the Irving Commu-
nity Clinic and Canine Com-
panions-Kinkeade Campus.

Irving Healthcare Foun-
dation oversees the Em-

ployee Giving Campaign 
each year and manages the 
funds raised. 

“It’s important for our 
employees to know that 100 
percent of their gift goes 
directly to the fund of their 
choice,” Drake said. “We 

provide monthly steward-
ship reports to all employ-
ees throughout the year. 
We want them to know how 
their gift impacts the hospi-
tal and community.

SOURCE The Irving Health-
care Foundation 

EMPLOYEE GIVING
Continued from Page 2

unnecessary energy to cool 
the home if no one is home. 

Turn on ceiling fans – If 
used in conjunction with 
an air conditioning system, 
the fans are very effec-
tive at lowering the indoor 
temperature by circulating 
the cool air throughout the 
room. In the summer, ceil-
ing fan blades should rotate 
counterclockwise to push 
cool air down to the floor. In 
the winter the blades should 
turn clockwise to pull cool 
air up. 

Postpone the use of appli-
ances — On average, there 
are three major heat gen-
erating appliances in the 
home, the oven, dishwasher 
and dryer. It is best to use 
these devices in the evening 
instead of the hottest part 
of the day. If possible, skip 
using the oven during the 
summer and grill outside 
more often. Any use of the 
oven will heat up the home. 

Keep the doors inside 
the home open — While 
in the winter, closing in-
terior doors helps keep 
heat in specific rooms. Do-
ing so in the hot summer 
months is detrimental to 
your cause. You want air to 
flow freely through rooms 
and throughout the entire 
home. Good airflow means 
a cooler home. 

Change air filters regu-
larly — Clogged filters will 
force the air conditioning 
system to work harder and 
use more energy, resulting 
in higher utility bills. Clean 
filters also improve indoor 

air quality. 
Check the window cov-

erings — Thermal drapes, 
cellular shades or blackout 
curtains will keep the heat 
outside and the cool air in-
side the home. 

Schedule an air condi-
tioner tune-up — Proper 
HVAC maintenance, which 

includes having a profes-
sional clean coils, fins, air 
filters and check for the 
proper refrigerant charge, is 
the best way to ensure that 
the unit runs efficiently and 
effectively. 

SOURCE Southern Trust Home 
Services

SUMMER SAVING
Continued from Page 3

RACINE, Wis. -- With 
temperatures rising and 
more people heading out-
doors for summer fun, the 
mosquito experts from the 
SC Johnson Institute of 
Insect Science for Family 
Health – one of the world’s 
largest private, urban ento-
mology research centers – 
offer their 60 years of insect 
expertise to help consumers 
protect themselves against 
mosquito bites.

“Our insect scientists re-
ally know mosquitoes,” said 
Kelly M. Semrau, spokes-
man for SC Johnson. “They 
have helped compile tips 
and facts so families can 
easily find information on 
avoiding mosquito bites. 
Summertime should be 
about backyard picnics, 
gardening and playing out-
side, without pesky mos-
quitoes.” 

Mosquito facts: 
There are 3,500 species 

of mosquitoes and they are 
found in every part of the 
world. 

Only the female mosqui-
to bites – they need your 

Education is vital for 
mosquito bite protection

blood for egg production. 
Mosquitoes can detect you 

from up to 120 feet down-
wind. 

Personal protection: 
Consumers should use per-

sonal repellents on their skin 
and clothing – be sure to read 
and follow the label carefully 
(some repellents should not 
be used with rayon, spandex, 
acetate or other synthetic fab-
rics). 

Look for personal repel-
lents in pump sprays, aero-
sols and towelettes that con-
tain the active ingredients 
DEET or Picaridin. 

Wear light-colored, long-
sleeved shirts, long pants, 
socks and hats, and tuck your 
shirt in and tuck pants into 
socks. 

If the area where you sleep 
is exposed to the outdoors, 
use a bed net and cover baby 
carriers. 

Protection inside of the 
home:

Cover any gaps in win-
dows or doors, and make 
sure screens on windows and 
doors are working properly. 

Inside your home, use in-

stant spray action products 
designed to kill certain spe-
cies of mosquitoes on con-
tact. 

Protection of outdoor ar-
eas: 

Eliminate standing water 
– which can be found in old 
tires, buckets, toys and bird 
baths – around the outside 
of your home where certain 
species of mosquitoes can 
breed. Also, dump collected 
water at least twice a week. 

When using any products 
indoors or outdoors, be sure 
to read and follow the man-
ufacturer’s instructions on 
the label. 

SC Johnson reminds con-
sumers that educational 
materials and resources are 
available in 13 languages to 
help families protect them-
selves against mosquitoes, 
particularly those that may 
carry diseases like West Nile 
virus, Zika virus and dengue 
fever. Please go to www.sc-
johnson.com/mosquitoes 
for more information. 

SOURCE SC Johnson
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their infor-
mation on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving 
Rambler will have accurate information. Listings 
are limited to the Organization’s name, meeting 
location and time. If an organization wishes to have 
more information than the free listing offers, we will 
continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Evening Lions Club

1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm
Community Bible Church

2301 Texas Drive
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Hallelujah Pool Players

Every Wed. @ Noon
Heritage Senior Center

200 S Jefferson St., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month 
7:30 to 9 PM

Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
Irving Democrats

Every second Tuesday of month at 7pm
Midori Japanese Restaurant

4020 N. MacArthur Blvd, #120 
Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Every second Tuesday of month at 7:30pm

132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm 
IHOP on Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Chateau on Wildbriar Lake

1515 Hard Rock Road
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS

* It was 19th-century English writer Sir Arthur Helps 
who made the following sage observation: “Read-
ing is sometimes an ingenious device for avoiding 
thought.”

* In the state of Texas, it’s against the law to milk a 
cow that’s not your own. 

* You might be surprised to learn that when Walt Dis-
ney first released the animated film “Sleeping Beau-
ty,”  in 1959, it was a box-office flop. However, the 
success of the various re-releases -- in 1970, 1979, 
1986, 1995 -- have made it one of the most success-
ful films released in 1959, second only to “Ben-Hur.” 
The domestic total gross amounts to $623 million 
(when adjusted for the inflation of ticket prices), which 
puts “Sleeping Beauty” in the top-40 films of all time. 

* You might be surprised to learn that hyenas are more closely related 
to cats than to dogs.

* Those who study such things say that men who tuck in their shirts on 
a regular basis -- and 49 percent of American men do tuck -- tend to 
be happier than non-tuckers. For starters, they earn, on average, 19 
percent more. They’re also 22 percent more likely to have an optimistic 
outlook, are 10 percent more likely to feel that they’re outgoing, and are 
more likely to report that they date often. 

* Marsupials and platypuses are the only mammals that don’t have belly 
buttons. A marsupial loses its umbilical cord before emerging its moth-
er’s pouch, so a scar never forms. Platypuses are hatched and never 
have an umbilical cord to begin with. 
***
Thought for the Day: “The great secret of success is to go through life 
as a man who never gets used up. That is possible for him who never 
argues and strives with men and facts, but in all experience relies upon 
himself, and looks for the ultimate cause of things in himself.” -- Albert 
Schweitzer

1. GEOGRAPHY: What body of water 
separates European and Asian Turkey?
2. PROVERBS: What is the ending to 
this famous proverb: “Actions speak ...”?
3. LITERATURE: What flower does the 

following Shakespearean line refer to: “That which we call ... by 
any other name would smell as sweet”?
4. U.S. STATES: Which state is last in alphabetical order?
5. COMICS: What was Wolverine’s secret identity?
6. MEDICAL: What is a more common name for tussis?
7. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a group of herons called?
8. MATH: How many zeroes are in a trillion?
9. ANATOMY: What role does the olfactory nerve play in the 
human body?
10. HISTORY: What was the name of the military operation for 
the Allied invasion of France?

Answers
1. Bosphorus Strait
2. ... louder than words.”
3. A rose (“Romeo and Juliet”)
4. Wyoming
5. James Logan Howlett
6. Cough
7. A siege
8. 12
9. Responsible for sense of smell
10. Operation Overlord

ANSWER KEY
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WORSHIP ADS

To list your house of worship 
in the Rambler, please contact 
Joe at  972-870-1992 or  joes@

ramblernewspapers.net

UNITY CHURCH

Unity of Irving
Sunday Morning Services:

9:30 AM Adult Class
11:00 AM Service

& Children’s Church
Reverend Frank Pounders

and Reverend Margaret Pound-
ers

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 
75061

972-253-5083
unitychurchofirving.com

First United Methodist 
Church 

211 W. Third,  75060
972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.

org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Chapel
Second and fourth Sundays

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

First Church of Christ, 
Scientist

2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 
75061

972-253-7202
www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-

1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-

0476
access code 884879

For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 
75061

1st Century Christianity in the 
21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 

p.m.
Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.

972-790-8606 
www.BeltLineChurch.com

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W. Airport Freeway Irving Tx
972-255-4185

www.ppumc.org

UNITED METHODIST

WORSHIP

Sunday Morning 
Worship
8:30 a.m.

Traditional 
Communion Service

Holy Communion every Sunday

9:15 a.m.
Non-Traditional Service

Plymouth Park Praise Band

11:00 a.m.
Traditional Service

Chancel Choir

Dr. William E. La Barr, 
Senior Pastor

Dr. Rusty Hedges, Associate Pastor

We're holding a place for you!

PLYMOUTH PARK 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

1615 W. Airport Freeway, 
Irving, Texas 75062

972-255-4185

For more details go to www.ppumc.org

Worship & Bible Fellowship: 
9:30 & 10:50 a.m. 

Join us on 
sunday, July 30

972.790.3629 
myoakview.org

1004 s. story Rd. irving, TX  75060

Austin,Texas -- Just 
weeks before teachers re-
port back to school, a new, 
innovative program is 
available to support Tex-
as classroom teachers and 
address the over $1 billion 
spent replacing the nearly 
40,000 educators of a total 
347,000 who leave the pro-
fession here every year.

National trends show 
teachers who are teaching 
a new subject or outside of 
their area of expertise, par-
ticularly in hard to teach 
environments, are most 
likely to leave the profes-
sion within 3-5 years. The 
national average to recruit 
and replace each lost teach-
er is $30,000.

The Meadows Foun-
dation of Dallas recently 
awarded The Teaching 
and Learning Foundation 
of Austin an initial grant to 
pay the tuition for teachers 
to participate in a unique, 
job-embedded support 
system. The Expert Sys-
tems for Teachers®, is 
hosted through Texas A&M 
University – Commerce’s 
College of Education and 
Human Services (TAMUC) 
and is available to every de-
greed educator in Texas as-
signed to a new or unavoid-
able out-of-field subject.

The program provides 
teachers with new as-
signments, particularly 
unavoidable out-of-field 
assignments, with sub-
ject-specific instructional 
support and subject-spe-
cific mentoring teacher ac-
cess over the entire school 
year. It is designed to save 
teachers hundreds of hours 
of classroom preparation 
time, award them half the 
continuing education hours 
necessary for license re-

Teacher shortage and student 
achievement gap linked

newal upon passing an on-
line end of course exam and 
pay for any necessary sub-
ject-area certification (the 
TExES exam). The over 100 
available courses will pro-
vide immediate and on-go-
ing assistance to principals 
and superintendents look-
ing for tools to recruit new 
teachers, minimize attrition 
and improve instructional 
quality leading to improved 
student achievement. Each 
course provides detailed 
daily lesson plans, editable 
PowerPoint class notes for 
lecture support, student 
activity book or lab manual 
and editable assessments 
for subjects’ teachers are as-
signed to teach.

“We applaud Commis-
sioner Morath for making 
teacher recruitment, re-
tention and support as his 
highest priorities,” said Don 
Loop, Chair of The Teach-
ing and Learning Founda-
tion. “Across the nation and 
here in Texas, the leading 
cause for teacher attrition 
is the lack of educator sup-
port and resources. We can-
not afford to leave teach-
ers without the tools they 
most need when assigned 
to teach a new subject, es-
pecially those unavoidable 
out-of-field assignments.”  
Recently, Charles Butt, CEO 
of HEB Grocery, donated 
$100 million to a leadership 
training institute and $50 
million to the Raise Your 
Hand university scholarship 
program for high school 
students who will commit to 
a teacher education degree. 
Further, the Governor has 
proposed a $1,000 raise to-
taling over $300 million to 
encourage teachers to stay 
in the classroom. Certainly, 
better prepared adminis-

trators, incentivized high 
schoolers and better paid 
educators will provide divi-
dends in the future.

Complimentary Pro-
gram: That said, the Expert 
Systems for Teachers® 
series is complimentary 
to these worthy efforts 
and addresses the teacher 
shortage issue immediately, 
assisting in the recruitment 
of already college degreed 
candidates to enter the 
classroom and retaining 
currently employed teachers 
by offering subject-specific 
instructional support and 
mentoring teacher access 
for new assignments.

“During last year’s joint 
legislative hearings, invit-
ed and public testimony 
made it abundantly clear 
that teachers are leaving 
the profession in droves.” 
Pointing to Commissioner 
Morath’s commitment to 
educator recruitment, re-
tention and support, par-
ticularly for low performing 
schools, Loop continued, “If 
tuition grants for Expert 
Systems for Teachers® 
through TAMUC could 
be made available from 
the TEA Professional 
Development Budget to 
augment the Meadows 
Foundation grant for this 
coming school year, Tex-
as could see a real return 
on investment in educa-
tion while simultaneously 
addressing the unequal 
distribution of highly-ef-
fective teachers, which 
is particularly problem-
atic at low-performing 
schools.”

Empirical Evidence: 
The need for the program 
is also underlined by the 
fact that only 27 percent of 
enrollees with new assign-

ments passed the content 
mastery pre-test in the 
specific subject they were 
assigned to teach their stu-
dents. Empirical evidence 
among 774 teacher enroll-
ees in the program (origi-
nating in Florida) show an 
improvement in content 
mastery with pre-test scores 
going from an average 58 
percent to an average 90 
percent in post-tests. This 
is relevant because decades 
of research confirm a bet-
ter prepared teacher is the 
most important factor lead-
ing to improved student 
achievement. The Meadows 
Foundation, the Teaching 
and Learning Foundation 
support this program as a 
practical, economical way 
to address the issues of re-
cruitment and retention, 
the unequal distribution 
of highly-effective teach-
ers, and the just-in-time 
preparation of teachers for 
new assignments leading to 
improved student achieve-
ment.

SOURCE Meadows Founda-
tion of Dallas

TOP RATING 
Continued from Page 2

The second ambulance will 
cover southeast Irving. 

“We would like to thank 
the City Council and city 
manager for their leader-
ship in recognizing how the 
additional resources will 
better serve our commu-
nity, and the importance 
of an ISO-1 rating for both 
our residents and corporate 
partners,” Irving Fire Chief 

Victor Conley said. “They 
have made a huge commit-
ment to the response capa-
bilities of our department 
for our citizens, businesses 
and visitors.”

The benefit of achieving 
an ISO-1 classification is 
lower insurance rates for 
residents and businesses. 
Residents can realize up to 
a three percent decrease in 

their rates, while businesses 
will see a one to two percent 
decrease in theirs. However, 
the most significant impact 
for the ISO-1 rating will be 
the City of Irving’s increased 
marketing capability for 
economic development. 

The new top rating be-
comes effective Nov. 1. 

SOURCE City of Irving 
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IRVING FIRE
Continued from Page 1

TEAMWORK MAKES THE DREAM WORK:  Left to right, Grand Prairie City Manager Tom Hart, Grand 
Prairie Fire Chief Robert Fire, Irving Mayor Rick Stopfer, Grand Prairie Mayor Ron Jensen, Irving City Manager Chris 
Hillman and Irving Fire Chief Victor Conley cut the ribbon, officially opening the Fire Training Facility. /Photo contributed

RAMBLIN' 
'ROUND  
IRVING

Last week's answer: Old water tower on Main Street
Last week's winner: Nick Bieberich

Do you know where this landmark is in Irving? Do you have an idea for 
next week's featured location? Email us your answers and suggestions at 
joes@ramblernewspapers.net.  

VISIT OUR OTHER LOCATIONS

WATAUGA
5921 Denton Hwy.

Metro (817) 498-7079

MANSFIELD
310 Mitchell Rd.

Metro (817) 477-3383

IN GOD WE TRUST

Hours

Mon - Sat 5:30 AM - 3:30 PM  
   Sun 7:00AM - 3:30 PM

425 W. Irving Blvd. 
at O’Connor

(972) 253-7335

By Rachel Hawkins
The City of Irving and the 

Grand Prairie Fire Depart-
ments came together to host 
the grand opening of their 
joint Fire Training Facility, 
located at 4850 N. Belt Line 
Road, on Friday, July 21. 

The new $4 million fa-
cility features a five-story 

Joint Training Facility promises 
improved fire, police training

burn tower composed of 
apartments, commercial 
offices, and a balcony. The 
burn tower also includes an 
elevator shaft, rappel panel 
and training access hatches. 
The facility will train incom-
ing and current firefight-
ers on various techniques 
involved in fire safety and 

rescue.
The Fire Training Facility 

also has a 4,000-square-
foot building, which con-
tains classrooms, kitchens 
and a break room for the 
firefighters.

“I want to thank the city 
council and the city man-
ager for supporting this,” 
said Irving Fire Chief, Vic-
tor Conley. “We haven’t had 
a facility to train at since 
1968. 

“This facility is going to 
help our first responders 
to be better prepared to 
respond to emergencies 
where there is a lot of mus-
cle memory that kicks in, 
because they go through the 
training on a regular basis. 
It’s going to help our com-
munity and our fire depart-
ment be better.

“By the addition of this 
facility, the fire department 
was able to help the city 
of Irving achieve an ISO-1 
insurance rating. It will re-
duce insurance rates, have 
a huge impact on econom-
ic development, and bring 
more corporate partners to 
our city while keeping taxes 
low for our citizens.”

“We bought this land 
years ago, and there is a 
whole master site to devel-
op this property,” Conley 
said. “This is just the first 
component. There will be 
classrooms, and an emer-
gency operation center. We 
plan to have a rifle and gun 
range for our police depart-
ment.”

Irving Mayor Rick Stop-
fer feels cooperation was a 
key component in the cre-
ation of the joint Fire Train-
ing Facility. 

“It’s a great day for the 
city of Irving and the city 
of Grand Prairie,” Stopfer 

poor visibility caused by the 
thick smoke. 

IFD has a set amount of 
equipment they send on 
an initial structure fire for 
a first alarm. Depending 
on the structure or how big 
the fire is, the commander 
on the scene will call for a 
second alarm, which brings 
double the equipment and 
manpower. Four alarms is 
the biggest call that can be 
made in Irving.

Should IFD ever run out 
of resources to battle a fire, 
they can call on neighbor-
ing cities for support. Mu-
tual aid agreements with 
other Dallas County fire 
departments allows neigh-
boring cities to assist one 
another when large or mul-
tiple emergencies exceed 
a city’s capacity. The cities 
share a master list of all of 
the equipment each depart-
ment has available. 

At Monday’s Irving Mall 
fire, the DFW Airport and 
Dallas Fire-Rescue were 
called to bring truck-mount-
ed ventilation fans. These 
big fans push a high volume 
of air to help clear smoke 
from large structures.

The fire was officially un-
der control at 10:20 p.m. 
and no injuries were re-
ported. In total, 18 pieces of 

equipment were used from 
IFD, two from DFW Air-
port, and one from Dallas 
Fire-Rescue. The fire was 
contained to the storage 
room, and investigators are 
still determining the cause. 

According to Taylor, a 
number of 911 calls were 
made early enough into the 
incident that helped mini-
mize damage. His team reg-
ularly sees people stopping 
to take a picture or film an 
incident rather than calling 
911, and recalled an extreme 
situation at an apartment 
complex fire in Irving a few 
months ago.

“A lot of people there ex-
pected everybody else was 
calling it in,” he said. “No-
body did, and the fire was 
very advanced before we 
were ever called. We always 
try to push the urgency, to 
let people know to call 911 
first, and then film it if you 
want to. 

“In this day of social me-
dia, people are quick to pick 
up their phones and start 
filming something and not 
think about calling 911. I’m 
always reminding people to 
make sure 911 is called first. 
Several people did call in 
[about Irving Mall] so that’s 
always a good sign.”

said. “To the community, it 
shows the spirit of cooper-
ation we have between our 
two cities. I think regional-
ism is important, because it 
shows the responsibilities of 
both cities working together 
to bring one city together, 

so we can share those costs 
and be mindful of the citi-
zens’ dollars. 

“For the future, it shows 
we’re committed to having 
the facility and the tools 
our firefighters need for 

our future growth and de-
velopment for the city. As 
we grow it’s becoming more 
and more evident that the 
firefighters have to be well 
trained.”


