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By Rachel Hawkins
Benihana, a sushi and 

Japanese steakhouse locat-
ed in Las Colinas, hosted a 
sushi rolling event for kids 
at Valley Ranch Library on 
Saturday, Aug. 26.

Kids from ages 8 to eigh-
teen learned about the his-
tory of sushi rolling and 
chopsticks and made their 
very own traditional and 
candy sushi. 

The step by step hands-
on project included two 
different types of sushi. The 
kids first made a traditional 
roll that included seaweed, 
sticky rice, crab meat, avo-
cado, and wasabi with soy 
sauce. The second was a 
candy sushi consisting of 
a rice crispy treat wrapped 
with a fruit roll up topped 
with a candy Swedish fish. 

“It was a unique experi-
By Joe Snell

Walking through a 
self-guided tour of a repli-
ca schoolroom in Guate-
mala, Bridget Lewis and 
her daughter, Joy, were re-
minded of how blessed their 
lives are in North Texas.

“One child received a 
pair of socks as a Christmas 
gift,” Lewis said. “These are 
the kinds of things many 
Americans take for granted. 
It’s no big deal to get a pair 
of socks. We have so much. 
Then you see people who 
could be helped in so many 
ways, emotionally, spiritu-

By Sara Coello
“I just came to get out of 

my house,” comedian Dorie 
Mclemore told a roaring au-
dience sprawled out on lawn 
chairs and picnic blankets at 
Lake Carolyn. 

While some of the esti-
mated 1,500 visitors of the 
fourth annual Irving Laughs 
by the Lake event may have 
just needed to get out of 
their homes for a couple 
hours, many more seemed 
drawn by the comedy per-
formances, free food and 
scenic evening lake view.

The event, presented by 
Frontier Communications 
and the City of Irving, was 
held on Sept. 1. Dallas-based 
Comedian Q hosted Mclem-
ore, Troy Walker and three-

By Sara Coello
The Irving Police De-

partment (IPD) hosted a 
town hall meeting in Irving 
High School’s auditorium 
on Tuesday, Aug. 29, to dis-
cuss the IPD’s response to 
Senate Bill 4 and address 
the town’s concerns. The 
halls filled with Irving resi-

Town Hall addresses community’s concerns about SB4
dents and families in a mix 
of work uniforms and bright 
red hats and shirts reading 
“Stop SB4, keep families 
united — sí se puede.”

Senate Bill 4 (SB4) pro-
hibits any policy limiting 
local law enforcement offi-
cers from communicating 
and cooperating with U.S. 

Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE), there-
by cracking down on ‘sanc-
tuary cities.’ The Texas bill 
signed into law by Governor 
Greg Abbott in May and 
took effect at 12 a.m. on 
Sept. 1. Only hours before 
the bill was to take effect, 
federal judge Orlando L. 
Garcia of the Western Dis-
trict of Texas handed down 
a ruling preventing some 
provisions of SB4 from be-
coming law while leaving in 
place other elements some 
consider controversial. 

“This is too important 
of a topic for you to rely on 
third party information,” 
Police Chief Jeff Spivey 
said. “That’s the purpose of 
this meeting: to stop rumors 
and get the truth out.”

Some cities, including 
Houston in wake of Hurri-
cane Harvey, as well as Ar-
lington, have declared they 
will not comply with this 
law. Legal repercussions 

remain to be seen but could 
include fines and removal of 
acting officials.

The IPD will comply with 
the law, but emphasized the 
department’s victim protec-
tion measures should reas-
sure community members.

Since the majority of 
lawful detainments occur 
in response to traffic vio-
lations, officers noted the 
most effective way to avoid 
encounters with the new 
law is to avoid driving when 
possible.

“It’s impossible not to 
drive,” one woman said to 
much applause. “We have 
jobs and kids to take to 
school.”

 “I have clients who have 
gone back to living in the 
shadows,” another attend-
ee said. “People are afraid 
to drive their children to 
school. All of the Irving res-
idents are not represented 
here.”

“We want to let every-

body in Irving feel safe,” 
Officer Charlie Cavazos 
said. “Those who come 
here, those who live here, all 

those who visit here.”
Officers encouraged 

COMMUNITY CONCERNS: An Irving police officer translates police 
chief's Jeff Spivey's address regarding the recent Senate Bill 4 for the Spanish-
speaking audience at a town hall meeting. /Photo by Sara Coello

Laughs by the Lake brings 
community together

Children learn 
ancient art of 

candy sushi rolling

time Daytime Emmy win-
ner Ben Bailey. In-N-Out 
Burger gave two hamburg-
ers, a soft drink and chips 
to each of the first 1,000 
attendees, while Fuzzy’s Ta-
cos sold food and beer.

“I had never booked a 
comedian before,” said 
Jasmine Lee, city of Irving 
special events coordinator. 
“The main goal was to get 
a wide range of styles so ev-
erybody can laugh at least 
once.”

For the first time, this 
year’s event featured a con-
test for local comedians. 
Hannah Vaughan, Todd 
Justice, and David Jessop, 
were chosen as finalists by 
a panel to compete onstage 
for a cash prize and the title 

“Irving’s Funniest Comic,” 
determined by an audience 
vote. 

“Normally you turn down 
an outside event,” said Jus-
tice of Carrolton, who won 
about 70 percent of the vote. 
“Comedy is not normally an 
outside event and we made 
it work tonight.”

Justice said the speaker 
system and generator al-
lowed the audience to hear 
and participate, and the 
crowd’s closeness to the 
stage and ample laughter 
set the scene for good per-
formances.

To make the event more 
accessible for comedians 
and the audience, Lee and 
her team have been working 
to make changes based on 

feedback from past years.
“The biggest change was 

to push people to sit clos-
er to the stage,” Lee said. 
“Comedy is interactive, and 
our comedians last year told 
us that would be helpful. We 
put out a rope around the 
stage and made people sit in 
front of the rope. When that 
area filled up we just moved 
the rope back.”

“I think the setup is a lot 
better this year,” said Ernes-
to Banuelas, who worked 
at last year’s Laughs by the 
Lake event. “People have a 
really nice view now [that 
the stage faces the lake].”

Changes based on surveys 
passed out last year include 

ence we got to share with 
different cultures, and it 
was fantastic,” said Laura 
Escobar, mother of Isabelle 
Escobar. “I’ve never made 
sushi before, so I learned 
how the process works. The 
kids, including my daugh-
ter, really love sushi. Now 
she had the chance to expe-
rience it firsthand.”

The kids were given spe-

Compassion Experience 
brings poverty of Uganda, 

Guatemala to Irving
ally, and physically, by just 
a little bit of kindness.”

Lewis and her daughter 
joined visitors of Compas-
sion International’s “The 
Compassion Experience” in 
Irving from Aug. 11 through 
14 at Grace Point Church. 
The event educated visitors 
about the realities of life in 
poverty through one of two 
self-guided tours of the lives 
of children growing up and 
overcoming poverty: Carlos 
in Guatemala and Shamim 
in Uganda. After the tour, 
visitors were taught more 
about the organization’s 

child sponsorship 
program.

“We have so 
much here, and 
then you see peo-
ple who need a 
plate of rice and 
beans to stand,” 
Lewis said. “Car-
los talked about 
working all day, 
going to school, 
then going to bed 
hungry. I hope 
people demon-
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Join us for our 
celebration to 50!

Where Irving 
Meets and Eats

 to 502 years

those present to ask for clar-
ification of their rights from 
officers. Aside from name, 
address and date of birth, all 
legally detained people have 
the right to remain silent in 
response to questioning.

“While the new law does 
not require or prohibit it, 
the Irving Police Depart-

ment has chosen to specifi-
cally prohibit officers from 
asking [victims, witnesses 
and those who report crimes 
their immigration status],” 
an information sheet on the 
city of Irving’s website states. 
“The goal of the department 
is to protect victims of crime 
and to make the city safe for 

all. They should not be afraid 
to call the police if they need 
help.”

An exception to this de-
partmental rule is victims 
who may require special 
paperwork to remain in the 
country until their cases are 
processed.

While officers are allowed 

to ask unidentified persons 
of their immigration status, 
a racial profiling standard 
requires any officer who asks 
one person must repeat the 
question to all other uniden-
tified people they detain. 
Body cameras will be used to 
ensure this standard.

Officers also have some 
discretion the documents 
allowed for identification. 
While a valid U.S. driver’s 
license is sufficient in all cas-
es, licenses which have ex-
pired may also be sufficient 
if other documents with the 
same name can be present-
ed. Some officers said they 
simply ask for a phone num-
ber, where a third party can 
confirm the detained per-
son’s name.

If a speeding ticket is 
signed, the speeder will not 
need to be taken into custo-
dy, regardless of immigra-
tion status. ICE would not be 
notified in that case.

A flyer entitled “Senate 
Bill 4 Q&A” offers more in-
formation in English and 
Spanish and is available on 
the city of Irving’s website. 
The city also offers Spanish 
and English informational 
videos on the topic.

Texas Attorney General 
Ken Paxton has said he will 
appeal Judge Garcia’s ruling. 
The issues will likely battle 
their way to the Supreme 
Court. 

Some of the portions of 
SB4 put on hold: 

A provision requiring local 
jails to honor federal agents’ 
requests to incarcerate im-
migrants for up to 48 hours 
after they would have been 
released on bond, finished 
sentence, or found not guilty, 
so ICE could pick them up.

A provision preventing 
local officials from “endors-
ing,” or appearing to en-
dorse, any policy even ma-
terially limiting immigration 
enforcement.

A provision requiring lo-
cal police to allow officers 
to cooperate with federal 
agents whenever possible, 
including “enforcement as-
sistance” of federal immigra-
tion law, thereby requiring 
local officers to act as federal 
agents.

Butterflies and Busy Bees
September 13, 6-7:30 P.M.
You won’t want to miss this opportunity to learn about the pollinator gar-
den at the Make A Wish Foundation in Las Colinas, 6655 Deseo, Irving, 
TX 75039. A dedicated team of Dallas County Master Gardeners have 
developed and maintained this garden for six years.
The evening will begin with two Master Gardener speakers. Barbara 
Andersonwill talk about the history of the partnership between DCMGA 
and MAW – how and why the garden was started, how it has grown, 
and what it means to the Make A Wish Foundation. Linda Seidel, a past 
DCMGA President, will speak about the benefits of planting pollinator 
(host and nectar) plants. 
A self-guided tour of the garden will follow, with Master Gardener docents, 
plus a plant list and diagram of the garden. Come enjoy the evening in 
this beautiful setting and take ideas home to use in your own gardens. 
This event is free and open to the public.

Ballet Folklorico at Cozby Library
September 16, 2 p.m.
Celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month with a performance by Sima Ballet 
Folklorico! Stop by the Cozby Library and Community Commons to enjoy 
the bright costumes and traditional Mexican music and dance. All ages 
welcome to attend. 
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CANDY SUSHI ROLLING:  Benihana introduces kids to Japanese 
culture through the art of sushi rolling. /Photo by Rachel Hawkins

STRAIN ON GASOLINE SUPPLIES: Hording and panic gasoline buying emptied supplies at gas stations throughout North Texas. /Photo by John 
Starkey

EVENT HALL RENTALS
IRVING ELKS LODGE #2334

2015 N. BRITAIN RD., IRVING, TX 75061
PLEASE CALL (972) 579-0005
FOR MORE INFORMATION.

SEATING FOR UP TO 230 PEOPLE, FULL SERVICE BAR.

cial chopsticks attached to 
the base to make them easier 
to use and a lesson on how to 
properly use them, includ-
ing what not to do, rubbing 
them together, sticking them 
upright in a bowl of rice and 
crossing them on a table. 

“I enjoyed eating the can-
dy sushi, even though I didn’t 
get the chance to eat the real 
one, because we don’t eat 
meat,” said Isabelle Escobar 
(9). “When I get home I will 
make a vegetarian sushi.”

“We wanted to reach out 
to the community and get 
involved with the kids,” said 
Robert Meeker, Benihana’s 
general manager. “We want 
to make Benihana more 
available to kids and let 
them know that there’s more 
exciting things going on and 
the opportunity to eat sushi. 

“I really enjoyed introduc-
ing them to the Japanese 
culture, teaching them about 
the chopsticks, proper eti-
quette, and getting them to 
try something that’s differ-
ent or something that they 
may not have experienced at 
home. It’s having the oppor-
tunity to teach them some-

thing new that they probably 
haven’t seen before.”

Meeker explained that be-
sides the candy rolling event 
they host once a year, the 
only time they offer candy 
sushi exclusively for kids at 
their restaurant is on Chil-
dren’s Day on May 5. This 
Japanese national holiday 
celebrates children’s person-
alities and their happiness.  

“I loved how the kids were 
so excited about making su-
shi and how they wanted to 
come to Benihana for more,” 
said Manuel Rojas or Man-
ny, Benihana’s head chef. “I 
am the chef that makes the 
hibachi and the sushi, so I 
am very lucky to be here.  

“We do this event every 
year. This is my first time do-
ing this and I really enjoyed 
it. I have been working for 
Benihana for 16 years. Since 
my major job is doing hiba-
chi this is a major change. 
I’m use to making sure the 
guests are being entertained 
and having fun by doing 
tricks, but I love being in 
front of people. I was really 
happy to be here today with 
all of the kids.”

CANDY SUSHI
Continued from Page 1

AUSTIN - Commissioner 
Ryan Sitton released the fol-
lowing statement on Sept. 6 
regarding the status of Tex-
as’ gasoline supply in the 
wake of Hurricane Harvey 
panic buying:

“Texas’ energy infrastruc-
ture is recovering quickly 
from the devastating im-
pacts of Hurricane Harvey,” 
Commissioner Sitton said. 
“The industry and state and 
federal governments have 
worked expeditiously to en-
sure that citizens’ energy 
needs are met, primarily at 
the gas pump. As I’ve said 
since last week, unfortunate-
ly, hoarding and panic buy-
ing have placed unnecessary 
strains on gasoline supplies 
at pumps in certain pockets 
of Texas, but the situation 
continues to improve and 
will likely be resolved with-

Commissioner Sitton releases statement on gasoline 
supply in wake of Hurricane Harvey panic buying

in the next day or two. As a 
reminder, with 230 million 
barrels of refined products in 
storage in the United States, 
we do not have a gasoline 
shortage but some areas 
have experienced outages at 
gas pumps due to exponen-
tially higher demand than 
normal as people stockpile 
fuel.

“Several Texas refineries 
have restarted although a 
few remain closed as assess-
ments are completed. Pipe-
line infrastructure including 
the Magellan, Explorer and 
Colonial pipelines are all op-
erational again. In response 
to the rush on gas stations, 
the industry has moved very 
rapidly to ensure gasoline 
gets to pumps. For example, 
Magellan has resumed deliv-
ering gas from its East Hous-
ton Terminal into the DFW 
and West Texas markets and 
was continuing to supply 
those areas from its reversed 
segment with refined prod-
ucts from Oklahoma refiner-
ies. Valero has fed additional 
supply into the DFW market 
from its Ardmore and McK-
ee refineries and a key pipe-
line from the Corpus Christi 
refineries is transporting 
gasoline to the San Antonio 
and DFW areas. Other com-
panies continue to have sup-
ply trucks working around 
the clock to get gasoline 
from terminals to local gas 
stations. Consumers should 
remember that the last few 
miles of the gasoline supply 
chain requires trucks to take 
the product from terminals 
to the pumps. This is not 
an instantaneous process. It 
takes time, but they are mak-

ing great progress at refuel-
ing stations across the state. 
We expect that most areas 
will see gas stations back in 
operation in the next 24 to 
48 hours, with a few pockets 
around the state possibly ex-
tending beyond. 

“Governor Abbott has 
taken several steps to ad-
dress gasoline supply chain 
issues including allowing 
out-of-state trucks to fill 
needs in Texas and the EPA 
has waived summer gasoline 
requirements for refiners 
which will make it easier to 
get refined products into 
pipelines quickly. The indus-
try has brought oil and gas 
production in the Eagle Ford 
shale and Gulf Coast back 
online and most, if not all of 
that production, will be fully 
restored by weeks end.

“Texans should remem-
ber that due to safety re-
quirements, one must have 
a license to sell gasoline. To 

those buying large volumes 
of gasoline to turn around 
and sell at a premium, that 
is “black market” gasoline 
sales, and it is a violation of 
the law. It contributes to the 
gasoline panic, and I expect 
it will be fully prosecuted by 
authorities.

“All of Texas is rightly 
focused on rebuilding the 
areas directly impacted by 
Hurricane Harvey and as-
sisting our fellow citizens in 
need. One of the things every 
Texan can do to help is to 
fill up if you need to, but not 
to hoard fuel which is dan-
gerous and hurts everyone 
else. This situation will be 
resolved this week if people 
purchase gas in a thoughtful 
and responsible manner.” 

SOURCE Office of Ryan Sitton, 
Texas Railroad Commissioner

Patrick Blair Ward, Senior 
Special Agent and Certified 
Explosives Specialist of the 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 
and Ex-plosive (ATF) Dallas 
Field Division, was awarded 
the Medal of Valor in Wash-
ington D.C. on Aug. 24 at the 
21st annual ATF Awards. 
The award is the highest 
honor given by the ATF.

Ward was presented the 
award for his actions during 
the killings of the Dallas 
P.D./DART officers on July 
7, 2016. He graduated from 
Nimitz High School, letter-
ing in wrestling and football 
and was a two-time Texas 

ATF Awards honor 
Nimitz grad

State Wrestling Champion. 
US Department of Jus-

tice Attorney General Jeff 
Sessions was the evening's 
guest speaker and preced-
ed a presentation of awards 
by NBC News Justice Cor-
respondent Pete Williams. 
Five task force officers and 
special agents from the 
Charlotte Field Division 
were also awarded Medals of 
Valor for their work during 
the Charlotte riots and an 
ATF Honor Award went to a 
police officer from the Char-
lotte-Mecklenburg Police 
Department.

RAMBLER

Freelancers 
Needed

Call 972-870-1992

/Photo by John Starkey

Freelance 
Writers Wanted

For more information call
972-870-1992
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S w i f t  P a c e  S o l u t i o n s 
Inc. seeks .Net Programmer 
Analyst (SPNPA17) with 
Master’s +1yr/Bachelor’s 
+5yrs exp/equiv. C#.Net, 
Visual Studio.Net, SQL 
Server, Serena Changeman 
vers ion manager.  Mai l 
resumes to: HR, 600 East 
John Carpenter Freeway, 
Suite 175, Irving, TX 75062. 
Travel to unanticipated work 
sites throughout the U.S. 
Foreign equiv. accepted.

Developers in Irving, TX. 
Work with team on the 
design, development & 
i t e ra t i ve  improvemen t 
o f  p la t form leverag ing 
J a v a ,  O r a c l e  s p a t i a l , 
JavaScript, MongoDB & 
db technologies; Develop 
technical architecture & 
design documents.  Develop 
automated deployment tools; 
Conduct testing. Send res 
to  Tango Management 
Consulting, Inc, 6225 N State 
Hwy 161, Ste 300, Irving, TX 
75038.

Sr.  Sof tware Engineer 
(Irving, TX) Develop test 
strategy, test plans, and test 
coverage report based on the 
priority of the requirements. 
Participate in data strategy 
and test data-setup activities. 
Review test objectives and 
test cases. Master’s Degree 
or equivalent in Computer 
S c i e n c e ,  C o m p u t e r 
Applications, or related field 
and 1 year work experience 
required. Required skills: 
SMC, Soap UI, Data Loader, 
Pentaho, Selenium, Jira, 
HPalm, TTPro and TFS.. 
Mail resume to Simplex Info 
Systems Inc., Attn: HR, One 
Irving Plaza, 415 East Airport 
Freeway, Suite #248, Irving, 
TX 75062

3836 Flamingo 321. Very 
nice open house Sunday. 
972-562-3075.

Outside Sales 
Representative Wanted

For more information call
972-870-1992

Following a public hearing 
that drew no comment, the 
Irving ISD Board of Trust-
ees adopted the 2017-2018 
budget at its meeting on Aug. 
28. It will be funded in part 
by a $1.4314 tax rate ($1.17 
for maintenance and oper-
ations and $0.2614 for debt 
service), a reduction of 1.36 
cents in the debt service rate 
from last year. This lowered 
tax rate was also approved at 
the meeting.

“I don’t know that I’ve ever 
worked as hard with eight 

IISD Tax rate, 
budget adopted

people on maintaining and 
lowering the tax rate as we 
did,” Irving ISD Chief Finan-
cial Officer Gary Micinski 
said. 

The new budget has total 
general fund expenditures 
of $340,091,250. Of that 
amount, 60 percent goes to 
instruction and less than 3 
percent is tabbed for district 
administrative expenses. For 
a more detailed breakdown, 
visit www.irvingisd.net/bud-
get. 

SOURCE Irving ISD

Theater lovers welcome Ms. Regina Taylor to the Irving Arts Center on Saturday, 
Aug. 26. Irving Mayor Rick Stopfer (lft) and Colvin Gibson (rt) were among those who 
watched the playwright’s The Trinity River Plays performed. /Photo by Melanie Stopfer

Regina Taylor welcomed to Irving Arts Center

Corporate America Fam-
ily Credit Union (CAFCU) 
hosted their 14th annual 
school supply drive, Project 
Backpack, in an effort to 
support areas of need. The 
drive ran July 3 through 
Aug. 11 and collected sup-
plies such as pencils, pens, 
backpacks and crayons. 

The member-owned fi-
nancial institution, located 
at 5910 N. MacArthur Bou-
levard, #140, reached out to 

School supply drive 
equips local classrooms 

for the year ahead
members and local commu-
nity residents to donate. 

“We appreciate all the 
support we received from 
our members. Thank you to 
everyone who was willing to 
participate,” said Heather 
Watson, Branch Manager of 
CAFCU’s Irving branch. “It 
was very rewarding to see 
all the big smiles when we 
dropped off the much-need-
ed items.” 

SOURCE Corporate America 
Family Credit Union

The shelves of Irving ISD’s 
new Community 2 Campus 
(C2C) store are filled with 
additional supplies thanks 
to a generous donation from 
Fluor Corp. The global en-
gineering and construction 
company headquartered 
in Irving donated 15 boxes 
of various items including 
notebooks, pencils, pencil 
pouches, rulers and con-
struction paper. The store, 
housed at Crockett Middle 

Fluor Corp. 
stocks shelves of 
district’s “store”

School, is open to all Irving 
ISD teachers and counsel-
ors to grab any supplies 
they need at no charge. Ac-
cepting the donation from 
Fluor representative Scott 
Whitt are C2C Store volun-
teers Lisa Lobb, Gwen Craig 
(Irving Schools Foundation 
Board of Directors Chair for 
the C2C Store) and Pam En-
gman.

SOURCE Irving ISD

Freelance 
Writers Wanted

For more information call
972-870-1992

Dallas and Temple, Tex-
as – Baylor Scott & White 
Health has the most nation-
ally ranked medical centers 
of any health care system 
in Texas in this year’s U.S. 
News & World Report Best 
Hospitals list: 

The Heart Hospital Bay-
lor Plano is ranked #16 na-
tionally for Cardiology & 
Heart Surgery.

Baylor University Med-
ical Center at Dallas is 
ranked #29 nationally for 
Gastroenterology & GI Sur-
gery and #41 for Ear, Nose 
& Throat. High performing 
medical specialties recog-
nized as being in the top 
10 percent of the nation 
include Cancer, Diabetes & 
Endocrinology, Geriatrics, 
Nephrology, Neurology & 
Neurosurgery, Orthopedics 
and Pulmonology. This is 
the 25th year that the med-
ical center has been on the 
list.  

Scott & White Medical 
Center – Temple is ranked 
#44 in the nation for Ear, 

Report recognizes 11 Baylor 
Scott & White Health Hospitals

Nose & Throat. High per-
forming medical specialties 
recognized as being in the 
top 10 percent of the nation 
are Gastroenterology & GI 
Surgery and Pulmonology.  

Baylor Scott & White All 
Saints Medical Center – 
Fort Worth is ranked #47 
nationally for Ear, Nose & 
Throat.  

In addition, Baylor Scott 
& White Medical Center 
– Plano is rated “high per-
forming” in the top 10 per-
cent of the nation in Ortho-
pedics. 

The just-published U.S. 
News rankings and ratings 
recognize excellence in hos-
pital care. 

“I am proud of the ex-
ceptional care teams at 
Baylor Scott & White that 
deserve this recognition 
for the outstanding care 
they provide millions of 
Texans each year,” said 
Jim Hinton, President and 
CEO, Baylor Scott & White 
Health. “These rankings 
and ratings underscore 
the trust patients place in 

Baylor Scott & White med-
ical centers whether they 
are seeking care for com-
mon conditions or highly 
specialized treatments.”  
11 Baylor Scott & White 
Health medical centers rec-
ognized

Baylor Scott & White 
medical centers were also 
recognized in U.S. News’ 
Best Regional Hospitals 
category, either by being 
ranked or by being rated 
“high performing” in com-
mon procedures and condi-
tions: 

Baylor University Medical 
Center at Dallas is ranked 
#2 in the Dallas metropol-
itan area and #3 in Texas. 
The hospital is rated high 
performing in Aortic Valve 
Surgery, Heart Bypass Sur-
gery, Congestive Heart Fail-
ure, Colon Cancer Surgery, 
COPD, Hip Replacement, 
Knee Replacement and 
Lung Cancer Surgery. 

Scott & White Medical 
Center – Temple is ranked 
#7 in the state of Texas.  The 
hospital is rated high per-

forming in four common 
procedures and conditions: 
Congestive Heart Failure, 
Colon Cancer Surgery, 
COPD, and Knee Replace-
ment. 

The Heart Hospital Bay-
lor Plano is rated high per-
forming in five common 
procedures and conditions: 
Abdominal Aortic Aneu-
rysm Repair, Aortic Valve 
Surgery, Heart Bypass 
Surgery, Congestive Heart 
Failure, and Lung Cancer 
Surgery.

Baylor Scott & White 
Medical Center – Plano is 
tied for #9 in the Dallas 
metro area and tied for #23 
in the state of Texas. The 
hospital is rated high per-
forming in Colon Cancer 
Surgery and COPD.  

Baylor Scott & White 
Medical Center – Grapevine 
is tied for #9 in the Dallas 
metro area and tied for #23 
in the state of Texas. The 
hospital is rated high per-
forming in Heart Bypass 
Surgery, Colon Cancer Sur-
gery, and COPD.

Baylor Scott & White 
Medical Center – Irving 
is tied for #9 in the Dallas 
metro area and tied for #23 
in the state of Texas. The 
hospital is rated high per-
forming in Congestive 
Heart Failure, COPD, and 
Knee Replacement.

Baylor Scott & White All 
Saints Medical Center – 
Fort Worth is ranked #15 in 
the Dallas metro area and 
#34 in the state of Texas.

Baylor Jack and Jane 
Hamilton Heart and Vas-
cular Hospital is rated high 
performing in Abdominal 
Aortic Aneurysm Repair 
and Congestive Heart Fail-
ure.

Baylor Scott & White 
Medical Center – Frisco is 
rated high performing in 
Hip Replacement.

Baylor Scott & White 
Medical Center – Round 
Rock is rated high perform-
ing in Hip Replacement.

Baylor Medical Center at 
Uptown is rated high per-
forming in Hip Replace-
ment.

The U.S. News Best 
Hospital rankings, now in 
their 28th year, help guide 
patients to hospitals that 
deliver outstanding care 
across 16 specialties, and 
nine common procedures 
and conditions. The Best 
Hospitals methodology in-
cludes objective measures, 
such as patient survival, 
the number of times a giv-
en procedure is performed, 
infection rates, reputation 
among peers, adequacy of 
nurse staffing and more.

SOURCE Baylor Scott & White 
Health

As our friends to the south 
reel from what has been 
called the greatest natural di-
saster in modern-day history, 
several Irving ISD students, 
student groups and staff 
members have heeded the 
call to help. Below are a few 
ways Irving ISD is assisting 
in Hurricane Harvey relief 
efforts:

Austin Middle School choir 
director Dustin Barksdale 
hosted a benefit show on Fri-
day, Sept. 1, at Opening Bell 
Coffee. All proceeds collected 
go to the American Red Cross 
of Texas.

Austin Middle School 
band director Kris Crowder’s 
Army unit has been activat-
ed in response to Hurricane 
Harvey. He is currently in 
Austin awaiting assignment. 

The Singley Academy Na-
tional Honor Society hosted 
a $1 Donation Drive during 
the school’s lunches.

Irving ISD middle schools 
partnered with Irving Cares 
and Irving Police Depart-
ment to collect non-perish-
able food, personal hygiene 
items and diapers/wipes for 
displaced families. 

The eagles of Lively El-

#MyIrving 
ISD lends a 

helping hand
ementary School hosted a 
jeans day fundraiser and 
raised more than $2,500 
in one day to donate to the 
American Red Cross.

SOURCE Irving ISD

AUSTIN – Effective 
Sept. 1, texting while driving 
is illegal across the state of 
Texas as the result of a new 
texting-while-driving ban 
passed during the 85th Texas 
Legislative Session. The law 
prohibits motorists from 
reading, writing or sending 
electronic messages while 
driving.

“One in five crashes in 
Texas is caused by distract-
ed driving,” said TxDOT Ex-
ecutive Director James Bass. 
“We are pleased the Texas 
Legislature recognizes the 
extreme danger caused by 
texting and driving. The new 
law sends a very clear mes-
sage to Texans to put down 

New statewide law prohibits 
texting while driving

their phones and focus on 
the road. We are hopeful 
this new law will help save 
lives and reduce injuries.”

Last year, 109,658 traffic 
crashes in Texas involved 
distracted driving. Those 
crashes resulted in 455 
deaths and 3,087 serious 
injuries.

While distracted driv-
ers risk injuring or killing 
themselves and others, they 
also now face penalties un-
der the new statewide law. 
A first offense is punishable 
by a fine up to $99; any 
subsequent offense carries 
a fine up to $200. Drivers 
should be aware that some 
cities have additional or-

dinances that are more re-
strictive. Exceptions to the 
new law include emergency 
communication or electron-
ic messaging when the vehi-
cle is stopped.

For those under 18 years 
of age, Texas law already 
bans all cell phone use while 
driving, including hands-
free, except in the case of 
emergencies. Addition-
ally, drivers are currently 
banned from texting and 
using hand-held cellular de-
vices while driving in school 
zones. School bus operators 
also are prohibited from us-
ing cell phones while driv-
ing if children are present.

To help educate the pub-
lic on the new law, TxDOT 
will be posting information 
on portable roadside mes-
sage signs as well as perma-
nent signs along interstate 
and U.S. highways.

SOURCE Texas Department of 
Transportation
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DEATH NOTICES

Kiara
Hi there my name is KIARA ! When you walk into this beautiful cat 
room you will be drawn to my beauty. I am a very dainty 3 year 
old, spayed female Calico; but if you know anything about cats you 
know Calicos are almost always females. I will get your attention 
by rubbing against you, I just LOVE attention. I was brought to this 
awesome place because my other family couldn't take care of me 
anymore.  Please come by and let me show you my charm.

Ferris
Hi. I'm Ferris. I'm about 3 ½ years old and was brought in with a badly broken leg. My 
leg has been repaired now thanks to our Angel Fund that covered me surgery. They 
say I'm a Labrador mix, and that mix is strong. When you meet me, you will definitely 
notice the Labrador traits. I'm an outgoing, friendly boy, who I loves meeting new 
people and playing with toys. I am still learning new commands, but if you come visit, 
you will see that I'm eager to please. I'm here. I'm ready. Let's meet.

Texas today announced it 
is providing a surge of food 
benefits to Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram recipients in the 58 
counties included in the 
State Disaster Declaration 
following Hurricane Har-
vey. 

SNAP recipients in the 
affected counties will see 
their September benefits 
automatically loaded today, 
Sept. 1, onto their Lone Star 
Cards. Normally benefits 
are staggered among recip-
ients throughout the first 
half of the month. With 
this change, Texas will is-
sue $160 million in benefits 
early to more than 600,000 
SNAP households in coun-
ties affected by Hurricane 
Harvey. 

Saturday, Sept. 2, SNAP 
recipients in the affected 
counties will see a percent-
age of their August benefits 
automatically added to their 
Lone Star Cards to replace 
food that was lost during 
the storm. With this change, 
Texas will issue replace-
ment benefits to more than 
716,000 SNAP households 
in the affected counties. 

There is no action re-
quired by the recipient to 
receive either of these addi-
tional benefits. Both are the 
result of federal approval 
of waivers requested by the 
Texas Health and Human 
Services Commission from 
USDA Food and Nutrition 
Service following Hurricane 
Harvey. 

“This is an unprecedent-
ed disaster. We’re doing ev-
erything we can for Texans 
and members of our own 
HHS family who were af-
fected by this terrible storm. 
Our staff are working fast to 
roll the benefits out to peo-
ple in need,” Texas Health 
and Human Services Ex-
ecutive Commissioner 
Charles Smith said. “Texans 
dealing with the aftermath 
of Harvey need access to 
food benefits to replace 
what they lost in the storm.” 

To ensure food benefits 
are continued seamlessly 
for those impacted by the 

Texas Announces Food Benefits 
for Victims of Hurricane Harvey

storm, Texas also request-
ed and received federal ap-
proval to automatically ex-
tend benefits for six months 
for certain recipients who 
were up for renewal in the 
affected areas. No action is 
needed by the recipient. 

To provide additional 
support to SNAP recipients 
who were evacuated or are 
unable to prepare foods as 
a result of the storm, Texas 
previously requested and 
received federal approval 
to allow the purchase of hot 
foods with SNAP benefits 
through Sept. 30. SNAP re-
cipients can now use their 
benefits for hot foods and 
ready-to-eat foods, such as 
rotisserie chicken or grocery 
store deli foods at retailers 
that accept SNAP anywhere 

in the state. HHSC quickly 
made requests for these ac-
tions following Hurricane 
Harvey and reports of food 
lost during power outages 
and flooding caused by the 
storm. 

Texas also is continuing 
discussions with the federal 
government about the pos-
sibility of a Disaster-SNAP 
waiver that would offer 
short-term food assistance 
benefits to eligible families 
recovering after they return 
home following the disas-
ter. D-SNAP benefits would 
be available in a phased ap-
proach in the coming weeks 
to eligible people who are 
not currently receiving 
SNAP and are residents 
of one of the counties that 
have a federal disaster dec-

laration. 
Recipients are encour-

aged to use YourTexas-
Benefits.com or the Your 
Texas Benefits mobile app 
to manage and view bene-
fit information and to up-
date HHSC of any address 
changes. Recipients also 
are encouraged to sign up 
for electronic notices to stay 
informed about their cases. 

To check benefit 
amounts, recipients can vis-
it YourTexasBenefits.com 
or call the Lone Star Help 
Desk at 1-800-777-7EBT (1-
800-777-7328). 

For more information 
about benefits, go to Your-
TexasBenefits.com, or dial 
2-1-1 or 1-877-541-7905.

SOURCE Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

Andrue Ramon Padilla – March 20, 1997 – Aug. 27, 2017
Audie J. Copeland – May 14, 1928 – Sept. 4, 2017
Frank Lovejoy – Jan. 9 – 1942 – Aug. 28, 2017
Jerry Macron Bunch – Oct. 13, 1949 – Aug. 24, 2017
Katherine Reamer – May 19, 1918 – Aug. 26, 2017
Milton Reese Hall – July 5, 1932 – Aug. 28, 2017

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

Margie Louise Caldwell – May 22, 1924 – Aug. 31, 2017
Tommy E. Gragson, Jr. – Feb. 23, 1932 – Sept. 4, 2017

By Paul Schattenberg
COLLEGE STATION 

— While the overall use of 
safety belts has increased 
over the decades, a look 
into the back seat of many 
vehicles today tells a differ-
ent story,” said Bev Kellner. 
Texas A&M AgriLife Exten-
sion Service traffic safety 
program manager, College 
Station.

“According to a recent In-
surance Institute for High-
way Safety survey, four out 
of the five adults who admit 
to not using a safety belt 
in the back seat said they 
are least likely to use them 
during short trips or when 
using a taxi or ride-share 
service,” Kellner said.

The survey exposes a 
common misperception 

Back-seat belt overlooked aspect of traffic safety

among vehicle passengers 
that sitting in the back seat 
of a vehicle is safer than sit-
ting in the front.

“Using a safety belt in the 
back seat is just as import-
ant as using one in the front 
seat,” Kellner said. “It may 
have been true in the past 
that the rear seat was safer, 
but that’s not really the case 
now thanks to new technol-
ogies and improved vehicle 
manufacturing.”

The tendency to not wear 
safety belts in the back seat 
of a taxi or ride-share ve-
hicle could become a habit 
for the non-use of back seat 
safety belts in a regular ve-
hicle, she said. This was val-
idated by the study, which 
showed those who reported 
most of their trips as a rear-

seat passenger in hired ve-
hicles were also less likely to 
use rear-seat safety belts in 
their personal vehicles.

“As it becomes a habit for 
people to use their safety 
belts, it can become a habit 
not to as well, especially if 
there’s a mistaken percep-
tion that the back seat is al-
ready a safe space,” she said. 
“A habit that develops when 
using a service like a taxi, 
Lyft or Uber can carry over 
into the use of a personal 
vehicle.”

In its study of 1,172 re-
spondents, the IIHS study 
found that among respon-
dents who said they had rid-
den in the back seat of a ve-
hicle during the preceding 
six months, 72 percent said 
they always used a back seat 

belt while 91 percent said 
they always use their front 
seat belt.

The study showed adults 
35 to 54 were the least likely 
to fasten their safety belts 
while in the back seat of a 
vehicle. Only 66 percent of 
this age group buckled up in 
the back seat, while 76 per-
cent of adults 55 and older 
and 73 percent of adults 18 
to 34 reported buckling up. 
In addition, women and 
adults who had attended 
college were more likely to 
use a safety belt in the rear 
seat. Only 57 percent of pas-
sengers in hired vehicles 
reported always using their 
belt in the rear seat.

“Another misperception 
addressed by the IIHS study 
is that rear-seat passengers 

feel in a collision their non-
use of seat belts will not 
have any effect on the driver 
or front-seat passengers,” 
Kellner said. “But the fact 
is any item or person in the 
back seat can become a ‘pro-
jectile’ to be tossed around 
the interior of the vehicle 
and kill or badly injure oth-
er passengers. That’s one of 
the reasons you should nev-
er hold a child in your lap 
while inside a vehicle. In the 
case of rollover crashes, un-
belted passengers, whether 
in the front or rear seat, can 
easily be thrown from the 
vehicle.”

“Front-seat occupant 
safety has received a great 
deal of attention and vehicle 
manufacturers have taken 
great strides by enhancing 
protective features in those 
positions,” said Joseph 
Colella, owner of Traffic 
Safety Projects based in 
Charleston, South Carolina, 
and a nationally recognized 
traffic safety expert. “While 
rear seats have not received 
the same level of attention 
and progress, crash statis-
tics prove that buckling up 
properly is crucial for all oc-
cupants, regardless of their 
seating positions. Unless 
everyone in the vehicle is 
properly restrained, none of 
the occupants are optimally 
protected.”

Kellner said while the 
study noted the main rea-
son people gave for not 
buckling up in the rear seat 
was they felt it was safer, 
other reasons included not 
being in the regular habit 
of using a safety belt, belts 
were uncomfortable or fit 
poorly, and belts were diffi-
cult to find and use.

“The survey also showed 
not having a law that re-
quired rear-seat passengers 

to buckle up was an impedi-
ment,” Kellner said. “Fortu-
nately, in Texas our law re-
quires all passengers — both 
front and back, including 
those in multi-passenger 
vehicles — to use their seat 
belts. It also requires chil-
dren under 8, unless taller 
than 4 feet, 9 inches, be put 
in a car seat used according 
to the manufacturer’s re-
quirements.”

Kellner said while it is the 
responsibility of the rear-
seat passenger to buckle up, 
technology and others in the 
vehicle can help ensure they 
do.

“Another interesting 
part of the IIHS study was 
that almost two-thirds of 
occasional or non-users of 
rear-seat safety belts said 
an audible reminder would 
make them more likely to 
buckle up,” she said. “Un-
fortunately, only a very 
small percentage of vehicles 
currently on the road have 
such reminders. But drivers 
and other passengers can 
have an influence on rear-
seat passengers by politely 
asking them to buckle their 
safety belts.”

The study also showed 
having more comfortable 
belts would improve the 
likelihood of rear-seat pas-
sengers using them, Kellner 
said.

“Those surveyed said 
softer or padded belts and 
adjustable shoulder belts 
that don’t irritate the neck 
would be preferred, as 
would somewhat looser or 
less restrictive belts,” she 
said. “But even though pas-
senger comfort is desirable, 
a little discomfort or annoy-
ance while buckling up is a 
small price to pay for one’s 
personal safety and the safe-
ty of others.”
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their infor-
mation on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving 
Rambler will have accurate information. Listings 
are limited to the Organization’s name, meeting 
location and time. If an organization wishes to have 
more information than the free listing offers, we will 
continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Evening Lions Club

1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm
Community Bible Church

2301 Texas Drive
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Hallelujah Pool Players

Every Wed. @ Noon
Heritage Senior Center

200 S Jefferson St., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month 
7:30 to 9 PM

Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
Irving Democrats

Every second Tuesday of month at 7pm
Midori Japanese Restaurant

4020 N. MacArthur Blvd, #120 
Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Every second Tuesday of month at 7:30pm

132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm 
IHOP on Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Chateau on Wildbriar Lake

1515 Hard Rock Road
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS

* It was 20th-century American pediatrician and au-
thor Benjamin Spock who made the following sage 
observation: “All the time a person is a child he is 
both a child and learning to be a parent. After he be-
comes a parent he becomes predominantly a parent 
reliving childhood.”

* If you’re lucky enough to be hanging out with a 
bunch of frolicsome pug dogs, you can accurately 
call your companions a grumble of pugs. 

* You might be surprised to learn that an early ver-
sion of scuba diving took place as early as the 1770s. 
A man named Andrew Becker wore his leather-cov-
ered diving suit during an hour-long immersion in 

a London stretch of the River Thames. He even had a window in his 
helmet -- though there’s no report on what, if anything, he saw in the 
notoriously murky waters. 

* Those who study such things say that the average American man 
shaves at least 20,000 times in his life. If you add up all that time spent 
shaving, by the time he reaches the age of 75 a man has spent more 
than 37 days with a razor in his hand. 

* If you decide to move to Kentucky, you might want to keep in mind that 
in that state, it’s against the law to paint your lawn red. 
***
Thought for the Day: “Humanity needs dreamers, for whom the disin-
terested development of an enterprise is so captivating that it becomes 
impossible for them to devote their care to their own material profit. 
Without doubt, these dreamers do not deserve wealth, because they 
do not desire it. Even so, a well-organized society should assure to such 
workers the efficient means of accomplishing their task, in a life freed 
from material care and freely consecrated to research.” -- Marie Curie

1. LANGUAGE: What is the meaning of 
the Latin phrase “status quo”?
2. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What is a 
cenotaph?
3. MOVIES: What college did the 

characters in “The Big Chill” attend?
4. GEOGRAPHY: How many U.S. states are partly or wholly 
north of Canada’s southernmost point?
5. GAMES: What color is the No. 5 ball in billiards?
6. GEOMETRY: How many faces does a tetrahedron have?
7. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which first lady wrote a daily newspaper 
column titled “My Day”?
8. RELIGION: When was the King James Bible completed?
9. ART: What country was artist Joan Miro from?
10. U.S. STATES: What is Mississippi’s official state tree?

Answers
1. The existing state of affairs
2. An empty tomb or monument erected in honor of a person or 
group whose remains are elsewhere.

3. University of Michigan
4. 27
5. Orange
6. Four
7. Eleanor Roosevelt, wife of 
Franklin D. Roosevelt
8. 1611
9. Spain
10. Southern Magnolia

ANSWER KEY
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LAUGHS BY THE LAKE
Continued from Page 1

WORSHIP ADS

To list your house of worship 
in the Rambler, please contact 
Joe at  972-870-1992 or  joes@

ramblernewspapers.net

UNITY CHURCH

Unity of Irving
Sunday Morning Services:

9:30 AM Adult Class
11:00 AM Service

& Children’s Church
Reverend Frank Pounders

and Reverend Margaret Pound-
ers

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 
75061

972-253-5083
unitychurchofirving.com

First United Methodist 
Church 

211 W. Third,  75060
972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.

org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

Dr. Jack Wallace, Senior Pastor
Sammy Hargrove, Associate 

Pastor Emeritus

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

First Church of Christ, 
Scientist

2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 
75061

972-253-7202
www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-

1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-

0476
access code 884879

For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 
75061

1st Century Christianity in the 
21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 

p.m.
Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.

972-790-8606 
www.BeltLineChurch.com

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W. Airport Freeway Irving Tx
972-255-4185

www.ppumc.org

UNITED METHODIST

WORSHIP

Sunday Morning 
Worship
8:30 a.m.

Traditional 
Communion Service

Holy Communion every Sunday

9:15 a.m.
Non-Traditional Service

Plymouth Park Praise Band

11:00 a.m.
Traditional Service

Chancel Choir

Dr. William E. La Barr, 
Senior Pastor

Dr. Rusty Hedges, Associate Pastor

We're holding a place for you!

PLYMOUTH PARK 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

1615 W. Airport Freeway, 
Irving, Texas 75062

972-255-4185

For more details go to www.ppumc.org

Outside Sales 
Representative Wanted

Rambler Newspapers is currently seeking outgoing individuals who enjoy working 
closely with community business leaders.

Requirements: Personal Transportation & Valid Driver’s License and Insurance
Preferred Skills Include:

Prior Sales Experience (not retail) & Basic Computer Skills. Willingness to establish 
and maintain profitable relationships with customers .

To apply send resume to johns@ramblernewspapers.net
For more information call (972) 870-1992

By Sara Coello
With the new school year 

underway, Grand Prairie 
Independent School Dis-
trict (GPISD) has dedicated 
itself to keeping students on 
their radar. One method the 
district has implemented is 
SMART tags that students 
have to swipe when they en-
ter and exit school buses.

“It’s for safety and the 
ability to give more safety to 
our community,” said Me-
lissa Callahan, administra-
tive assistant for the GPISD 
transportation department 
and SMART Tag Trainer for 
the district.

The tags allows the school 
district to track the stu-
dents’ whereabouts, create 
automated reports for the 
transportation department, 
and allow district officials 
to notify parents with infor-
mation such as wait times 
and, in case of emergency, 
their child’s location.

Secured Mobility, a pri-
vate technology company 
in Georgetown, Texas, de-
veloped the cards with ra-
dio frequency identification 
technology that works in co-
operation with a cloud-con-
nected tablet placed in each 
bus. When a student enters 
the bus and presents their 
tag, the tag provides a photo 
ID and student profile to the 
bus driver’s tablet, includ-
ing the child’s bus stop.

If a child is missing, the 
system can be used to de-
termine whether a student 
boarded a bus and exited at 
his or her school. The sys-
tem can also prevent stu-
dents from exiting the bus at 
the wrong stop and alert the 
driver if a student remains 
on the bus who should exit 
at a stop. 

Parents can log into the 
SMART Parent Web Por-
tal for information regard-
ing their child’s transit as 
well as to quickly and eas-
ily change their registered 
home address, phone num-
ber, child’s stop and individ-

Grand Prairie uses new 
technology to track bus riders

uals authorized to pick up 
their child.

While the children’s abili-
ty to keep track of their tags 
raises a concern for some 
parents, the district has tak-
en precautions against loss-
es as well as the system’s 
ability to negatively impact 
transit for individuals and 
the student body. 

The district will notify 
parents of students who 
fail to present their tags for 
three consecutive days. Af-
ter three warnings for ele-
mentary students and two 
warnings for middle and 
high school students, these 
students will not be allowed 
to board buses in the after-
noons. Parents may pur-
chase new tags at the child’s 
campus. Students will be 
able to reach school on their 
morning buses without ob-
struction.

Students with their tags 
in hand will be allowed to 
board the bus first, in or-
der to minimize wait times 
caused by those who mis-
place or lose their tags. 
Some teachers and prin-
cipals are working with a 
two-tag system, so younger 
students can leave tags on 
their backpacks to minimize 
potential losses.

Text notifications of stu-
dents’ boarding times, as 
well as an alert when the 
bus is 10-15 minutes from 
the child’s stop, are avail-
able to parents registered 
with the Parent Portal. A 
notification app is currently 
being developed.

The badge presents a 
child’s location only to the 
associated tag readers, so 
children cannot be tracked 
outside of the bus. 

District bus drivers have 
already been using the tab-
lets which can read the tags 
for years, as they aid in doc-
umentation such as mainte-
nance requests and mileage 
reports. The Parent Portal 
has also been in use, allow-
ing families to keep track 

of school and district news 
as part of a three-year pilot 
program the district is now 
completing. 

Rosenburg Rodriguez has 
driven the district’s buses 
for five years and says the 
tags have been a blessing.

“It’s hard with the little 
kids because they have to 
scan the ID,” Rodriguez 
said. “On this route, I have 
maybe 50 kids, and half of 
them don’t have IDs.”

When the students don’t 
have their IDs, Rodriguez 
enters their names into the 

system manually. Though 
he knows their faces and 
tries to be quick, he says 
this process can delay him 
around 15 minutes, and ob-
struct traffic.

Kristin Ferris, president 
of the Parent Teacher Asso-
ciation at the Grand Prairie 
Fine Arts Academy, says the 
SMART tags have been a 
blessing for her family, with 
four children ages 4-17. 

“If they needed support. 
We [the PTA] would defi-
nitely be on board,” Ferris 
said. “It’s awesome.”

free on-site grass park-
ing which, though limited, 
proved popular with the 
crowd. In years past, atten-
dants had to pay for private 
parking or use Dallas Area 
Rapid Transit’s Orange Line 
to Las Colinas Urban Center 
Station. The city of Irving 
also provided a compli-
mentary shuttle bus service 
to the Tower 909 parking 
garage and Las Colinas Ur-
ban Center station.

In the past a band fol-
lowed the hired comedians 
but this year the come-
dy showcase replaced the 
live music. The audience 
was asked to vote on their 

phones for their favorite of 
the three 5-minute acts.

All of the comic acts 
were free of adult language 
and themes and families 
brought dogs on leashes 
and children in strollers. 
According to Lee, Laughs 
by the Lake is also intended 
to provide an inexpensive 
community experience for 
Irving’s adults.

“Every resident deserves 
some type of event,” Lee 
said. “We do a lot for ele-
mentary-age kids and fam-
ilies, which is great, but we 
also wanted people to be 
able to have a fun night out 
with the community.”
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COMPASSION EXPERIENCE
Continued from Page 1

1First-time visitors and local residents only. Certain restrictions apply. $28 minimum value. At participating studios only. See studio for details. Orangetheory®, OTF® and other Orangetheory® 
marks are registered trademarks of Ultimate Fitness Group LLC. © Copyright 2016 Ultimate Fitness Group LLC and/or its affiliates. 2Including the afterburn. Individual results may vary. 3Based 

on intensity level, participants can burn an expected average of 15-20% more calories above their standard resting calorie burn.

OTF Las Colinas | 7640 N. MacArthur Blvd., Suite 5 | Irving, TX 75063 | 214.716.0554

•  BURN 500+ CALORIES IN 60 MINUTES*

•  KEEP BURNING CALORIES FOR UP TO 36 HOURS*

•  COACH-LED GROUP WORKOUTS
•  FOR ALL FITNESS LEVELS

Orangetheory®, OTF® and other Orangetheory® marks are registered trademarks of Ultimate Fitness Group LLC. ©Copyright 2017 Ultimate Fitness Group LLC and/or its affiliates.  
First-time visitors and local residents only. Certain restrictions apply. *Visit orangetheoryfitness.com/termsofuse for additional information.

FIND OUT MORE AT ORANGETHEORYFITNESS.COM

CALL 214.716.0554  
JOIN NOW – ENJOY SPECIAL PRE-OPENING MEMBERSHIP RATES

 THE WORLD’S BEST
 ONE-HOUR WORKOUT

IS COMING!
Sign up today and save. As a founding member, you get a special 
pre-opening membership rate. Plus, your low rate is locked in for as 
long as you’re a member. But this rate only lasts until the doors open, 
so don’t delay.

LOVE YOUR 
smile

Do you want to remove 
white spots and stains 

from your teeth?
Ask us about microabrasion. 

Call for a free consultation!

Dr. Vanessa  
Williams

2820 North O’Connor
Irving, TX 75062

972-594-4888
www.mydfwdentist.com

ive your smile the TLC it deserves. 
We offer a full range of general and 

cosmetic dentistry including wisdom teeth 
extractions, dental implants, dentures, and 
microabrasion. We have extended hours. Call 
us for an early or late appointment.

G

Follow us on 
Facebook

www.facebook.com/
mydfwdentist

strate more compassion.”
The 1,700 square foot ex-

hibit space featured models 
of rooms and environments. 
The spaces were designed to 
mirror the real-life environ-
ments as closely as possible. 

The children in the stories 
helped design the rooms 
and even donated some of 
their childhood items as 
decor. The space takes any-
where from 2 to 8 hours to 
set up depending on the 

/Photo by Joe Snell

number of volunteers. 
“We hope people 

learn more about what 
life is like for children 
living in poverty,” said 
Kate Amaya, regional 
manager for Com-
passion Internation-
al. “The Compassion 
Experience is their 
opportunity to experi-
ence that in their local 
community without 
having to travel to the 
developing world. The 
stories of Carlos and 
Shamim are real peo-
ple.”

Amaya helped place 
one of eight trailers 
across the country. 
The trailers travel al-
most every weekend 
of the year to differ-
ent cities and church-
es. The Compassion 

Experience is solely 
church based, and Grace 
Point Church in Irving is 
one of the organization’s 
U.S. church partners.

Compassion Internation-
al was founded in 1952 as 
a Christian child develop-

ment organization. They 
provide at least 80 percent 
of their donor funding to 
program operations and 
extend their services to in-
clude counseling and pre-
ventative services. 

Based out of Colorado 
Springs, the organization 
works around the world 
to release children from 
poverty. They partner with 
more than 6,700 churches 
in 25 countries. The core 
mission of the organization 
is their child sponsorship 
program. Amaya estimates 
the organization has 1.2 
million children involved all 
over the world. 

WORLD IMPACT 
ROOM

After the self-guided tour, 
visitors walk into the World 
Impact Room where they 
learn more about children 
in need of sponsors.

“It’s a continuation from 
the child’s story into this 
area,” said Emily Mathis, 
an independent contractor 
with Compassion Interna-
tional. 

Mathis became a sponsor 

years ago during intermis-
sion at a rock concert when 
she was handed a packet 
and shown a video of the 
child sponsorship program. 

“I was very moved by it,” 
she said. “I took the packet, 
and it was a little boy from 
the Philippines. I became 
his sponsor and started vol-
unteering.”

Mathis is trained to have 
information ready for vis-
itors who have questions 
about how the program 
works and about child 
sponsorship. She lives in the 
North Texas area and vol-
unteers whenever the trailer 
passes through the area. 

The World Impact Room 
ushers visitors to the Child 
Sponsorship Wall where 
cards hang featuring chil-
dren living in poverty. In-
dividuals can sponsor a 
children from one of 25 
countries in Africa, Central 
America, South America 
and Asia. 

Some children had a 
priority sticker on their 
card, indicating they’ve 
been waiting more than six 
months for a sponsor. On 
the first day of the event, 
Mathis displays all of the 
priority children first. Oth-
er stickers include one 
indicating they live in an 
aids-infected area as well as 
a child-rights violation area 
sticker, meaning there can 
be ongoing human traffick-
ing. The cards also include 
the children’s stories on the 
back.

A basic sponsorship costs 
$38 a month and includes 
making sure the child has 
food to eat, clean water, free 
education including tuition, 
books, and uniforms, as well 
as free healthcare. Another 

component of the program 
is letter writing, a feature 
Compassion International 
hopes will keep the children 
involved in the program af-
ter their education.

“It’s key to helping them 
feel the hope they need for 
their future,” Mathis said. 
“Now that we’re taking care 
of their basic needs, we can 
open their eyes to a hope-
ful future. Now they can be 
somebody and change their 
community, change their 
environment, and do what-
ever they want.

“They all have different 
stories. One’s name is Kiwi 
from the Philippines. She 
lives in Dallas and works 
at one of the medical cen-
ters. They grow up and stay 
involved with compassion 
and some have started their 
own compassion centers, or 
their own ministries, or get 
their college degrees.”

The organization is Christ 
centered and part of the 
program teaches the chil-
dren about Jesus. 

“There can be many de-
nominations,” Mathis said. 
“We present, and they have 
a choice.”

Including their basic 
child sponsorship, the or-
ganization offers twelve dif-
ferent categories of funding 
including emergency, disas-
ter, aids relief and malaria 
relief. 

Mathis estimates that 100 
to 125 children will come 
away with a sponsor during 
the exhibit. 

“Our goal is for people to 
be moved through compas-
sion,” volunteer Ashley Cas-
tleberry said. “You see these 
hurting kids and then to 
make a difference by spon-
sorship is our main goal.”


