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By Rachel Hawkins
Irving Independent 

School district is helping 
displaced Houston fami-
lies and students who are 
living in Irving. For many 
of these stu-
dents, their 
schools were 
damaged or 
permanent-
ly closed due 
to Hurricane 
Harvey. Ap-
proximately 
47 students 
from the 
H o u s t o n 
area have 
enrolled and 
are attend-
ing Irving 
ISD schools. 
Three stu-
dents who 
a t t e n d e d 
Irving ISD 
temporari-
ly returned 
home. 

As more 
South Texas families arrive 
in Dallas, the number of 
students expected to enroll 
will increase over the fol-
lowing week. 

Upon arriving in Irving, 

By Joe Snell
The newly renamed Toy-

ota Music Factory debuted 
to the public on Saturday, 
Sep.9 with a performance 
by the rock band ZZ Top. 

“This has been a long time 
coming; we’re thrilled it’s 
here,” said Danny Easton, 
COO of Live Nation North 
America Concerts. “From 
our standpoint and Live Na-
tion’s standpoint, it gives us 
so much more flexibility as 
promoters and bookers in 
the market because of the 
different configurations and 
the way we set up the build-
ing. We’re excited about 
the volume of acts we are 
getting involved with in the 
next 30 years.”

Development on the 
venue began over a decade 

By Ariel Graham
The Irving Arts Center be-

came a little more animated 
with the new exhibit: “BAM! 
It’s a Picture Book: The Art 
Behind Graphic Novels.”

Featuring the works and 
publications of five popular 
children’s graphic novel au-
thors/illustrators, including 
author of “Miki Falls” and 
how-to-draw instructor 
Mark Crilley, “Babymouse” 
author Matthew Holm, au-
thor of the “Lunch Lady” se-
ries Jarrett Krosoczka, New 
York Times bestseller and 
author of the “Big Nate” se-
ries Lincoln Peirce, and Eis-
ner Award-winning author 
of “SMILE” Raina Telge-
meier, the exhibit formally 
opened on Sept. 9.

The exhibit comes to the 
Irving Arts Center courtesy 
of The National Center for 
Children’s Illustrated Liter-
ature (NCCIL) in Abilene, 
Texas. The Irving Arts Cen-
ter has been partners with 
NCCIL for many years and 
each year hosts several ex-
hibits from the organiza-
tion. 

“I was particularly in-
terested in getting this [ex-

Toyota Music Factory crescendos into debut
ago, and ARK, the site’s de-
velopers, came on roughly 
five years ago. Easton says 
Irving was chosen because 
the city really wanted the 
project and was in a central 
location.

“To have a partnership 
with a city that is really de-
sirous of a facility like this, 
that’s a big plus to start 
with,” Easton said. “If you 
look at Dallas-Fort Worth 
on a map and you put your 
finger in the center of it, it’d 
be pretty much Irving. We 
feel like we’re really giving 
people a shot to come from 
all over the Metroplex. It’s 
really not that far of a drive 
from Fort Worth, from Fris-
co and all of those places.”

The venue, which opened 
a week later than expected 

due to construction delays, 
has been in full-court press 
over the last month to meet 
an early September dead-
line. 

“We had one of the wetter 

spring and summers on re-
cord and so we had a bunch 
of little weather related de-
lays,” Easton said. “It just 
cumulatively balled togeth-

er to put us behind. Rick 
(Lazes) and Noah (Lazes) 
of the ARK group have been 
working the construction 
crews as hard as they pos-

sibly could. It’s been pretty 
much a sprint to the finish.”

A day before its debut, the 

By Sara Coello
To commemorate its 30-
year anniversary, Park Place 
Dealerships presented the 
Luxury and Supercar Show-
case at the Four Seasons Re-
sort and Club at Las Colinas 
on Saturday, Sept. 9. The 
event raised $30,000 for 
the Momentous Institute, 
which provides social emo-
tional health services for 
children and family mem-
bers.
“We couldn’t think of a bet-
ter group,” presenter Deb-

Car showcase brings 
luxury vehicles to Irving

orah Ferguson said. “When 
we invest in our children, 
we all win.”
Featured Park Place auto-
mobiles included the 2018 
Rolls-Royce Phantom in its 
Texas debut; Bentley’s first 
luxury SUV, the Bentayga; 
and the Bugatti Chiron val-
ued at $3 million.
A collector’s showcase also 
allowed private owners to 
display their automobiles, 
from a 1925 Rolls-Royce 
Silver Ghost, seemingly 
straight out of a Prohibi-

Graphic novels 
exhibit puts 

comics in spotlight
hibit] to Irving, because it 
focuses on graphic novels,” 
said Marcie Inman, direc-
tor of exhibitions and edu-
cational programs for the 
Irving Arts Center. “A lot 
of their other exhibitions 
tend to be picture books for 
younger kids. Graphic nov-
els really span into the pre-
teen and teen years. With 
this particular exhibit, it’s 
really nice because we have 
some books geared towards 
elementary-age kids as well 
as middle school kids and 
teens. I really wanted to 
have something a little dif-
ferent that would appeal to 
older kids.” 

Inman enjoys bringing 
NCCIL exhibits to Irving 
because of both their educa-
tional and artistic value. 

Irving ISD 
welcomes displaced 

Harvey students
each student is immediate-
ly enrolled into one of the 
Irving ISD schools. The stu-
dents qualify for the federal 
Mckinney-Vento Homeless 
Assistance program and re-

ceive items 
i n c l u d i n g 
school sup-
plies, back-
packs and 
school uni-
forms In 
a d d i t i o n , 
the students 
are assigned 
to the free 
b r e a k f a s t 
and lunch 
program. 

E v a c u e e 
families are 
given the 
chance to 
work with 
an Irving 
ISD coun-
selor to gain 
information 
about re-
sources they 

might need. 
“About half of the stu-

dents are living with family 

A two-alarm fire sent Irving fire trucks to Woodland Hills apartments on North Gate Drive, where firefighters had to cut through a roof structure to reach 
flames in the upper units and attic.  /Photo by Joe Snell

tion-era mob movie, to a 
gleaming 2015 Lamborghi-
ni Huracan.
Bachendorf Crystal trophies 
were awarded to the first 
place winners of four com-
petition divisions: Vintage 
(pre-1973), Classic (1973-
1999), Contemporary 
(post-2000) and Exotic or 
Supercar. Best in Show, 
Chairman’s Choice and 
Salesmanship Club Choice 
winners received original 

“The whole genesis be-
hind NCCIL was wanting 
to give artistic credibility to 
these writers and illustra-
tors as well as recognizing 
that children’s literature is 
an important genre,” Inman 
said. “These are some of the 
first books kids are exposed 
to and it needs to be good 
literature. Part of the whole 
success of early childhood 
and elementary-age books 
is the combination of words 
and images.”

To celebrate the new ex-
hibit, the Irving Arts Cen-
ter put on a comic-drawing 
event, “Comically Yours,” 
on Sunday, Sept. 10. Chil-
dren were encouraged to 
draw their own comic books 

"We met the week 
before the hurricane 
happened in an an-
ticipation of getting 

kids. We had backpacks 
ready along with school 

supplies and school 
uniforms. We made sure 
every student had these 

essential materials.”
Adam Grinage

Deputy Superintendent of 
Academic Services, IISD

See GRAPHIC NOVELS
Page 2

See CAR SHOWCASE
Page 3

See IISD WELCOMES EVACUEES
Page 5

Hidden apartment fire 
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LOVE YOUR 
smile

Do you want to remove 
white spots and stains 

from your teeth?
Ask us about microabrasion. 

Call for a free consultation!

Dr. Vanessa  
Williams

2820 North O’Connor
Irving, TX 75062

972-594-4888
www.mydfwdentist.com

ive your smile the TLC it deserves. 
We offer a full range of general and 

cosmetic dentistry including wisdom teeth 
extractions, dental implants, dentures, and 
microabrasion. We have extended hours. Call 
us for an early or late appointment.

G

Follow us on 
Facebook

www.facebook.com/
mydfwdentist

using the works of the au-
thors featured in the new ex-
hibit as inspiration for their 
works. Shelia Cunningham, 
an art instructor for events 
at the Irving Arts Center, 
said being both writer and 
artist is not as easy as people 
may think and she respects 
the often times difficult 
work these authors/illustra-
tors do. 

“The illustrators are fab-
ulous. I think it’s really hard 
for illustrators to distill big 
ideas down into one lit-
tle panel or have that very 
graphic representation for 
what’s going on [in the sto-
ry],” Cunningham said. “I 
think it’s really hard, but 
they do a super job.”

Kathy McMahon, an em-
ployee with the Irving Arts 
Center, started reading 
graphic novels at a young 
age. She said one reason 
these novels are so popular 
is because they appeal to 
people of all ages and all in-
terests. 

“I grew up with comic 
books, and of course they 
were very engaging back 
then,” McMahon said. “I 

began to appreciate the fact 
that, even as adults, there are 
graphic novels that appeal to 
mystery or adventure, and 
it’s very much a medium for 
all ages.”

Marcie Inman feels graph-
ic novels are not just appeal-
ing and entertaining for chil-
dren, but they can also serve 
an educational purpose in 
teaching children who have 
trouble reading regular 
books. 

“I think scholars and aca-
demics are starting to recog-
nize the benefits of graphic 
novels for young readers,” 
Inman said. “In studies, they 
show that kids who may 
have problems reading or 
may have some learning is-
sues often do very well when 
they’re exposed to graphic 
novels with the combination 
of the images, the text and 
the way to follow the nar-
rative. It’s really starting to 
improve reading levels for 
certain kinds of young stu-
dents.”

The exhibit will be on 
display in the lobby of the 
Dupree Theater until Jan. 
28.

GRAPHIC NOVELS 
Continued from Page 1

By Ariel Graham
Information technology 

(IT) professionals discussed 
the latest in cyber security at 
the 7th annual INTERFACE 
conference hosted at the Ir-
ving Convention Center on 
Thursday, Sept. 7.

INTERFACE is a one-day 
IT conference which brings 
together local IT profession-
als with leading exhibitors 
from around the country. 
This year, representatives 
from nearly 40 local and 
national IT businesses met 
with local professionals to 
discuss the newest trends 
and advancements in busi-
ness IT. 

“For the people attending, 
they can come learn a few 
things, get some education 
on current topics, have a 

IT professionals, industry 
experts connect at INTERFACE

chance to talk to companies 
locally and nationally that 
are providing some of these 
solutions [for IT problems],” 
said Bernard Bokenyi, a 
market development spe-
cialist for INTERFACE. “Our 

exhibitors are getting to talk 
to local IT decision-makers. 
Everybody in here has buy-
ing needs for their compa-
nies. They all have to really 
do their research and do 
their homework. These are 
complex decisions they’re 
making, so we’re trying to 
facilitate the opportunity for 

both sides to come together.”
In addition to a number 

of vendors, the conference 
also featured various semi-
nars throughout the day. Bo-
kenyi said these classes were 
of particular interest to IT 
professionals because they 

See INTERFACE
Page 8

IRVINE, Calif. – CoreLog-
ic®, a leading global prop-
erty information, analytics 
and data-enabled solutions 
provider, announced pre-
liminary residential loss es-
timates for Hurricane Har-
vey. According to the data 
analysis, insured flood loss 
for homes in the 70-county 
area in Texas and Louisi-
ana affected by the storm 
is estimated to be between 
$6.5 billion and $9.5 billion, 
which includes inland, flash 
and storm surge flooding. 
An additional estimated $1 
billion to $2 billion in in-
sured loss is attributed to 
damage from wind. Resi-
dential uninsured flood loss 
for the same area is estimat-
ed to be between $18 billion 
and $27 billion. As a result, 
an estimated 70 percent of 

Harvey damage 
estimated between 

$25 - $37 billion
flood damage from Hurri-
cane Harvey is not covered 
by any insurance. 

Data Highlights:
Insured flood loss covered 

by the National Flood In-
surance Program (NFIP) is 
estimated at $6 billion to $9 
billion. 

This includes inland, flash 
and storm surge flooding.

More than 98 percent 
of residential flood insur-
ance in the U.S. is provided 
through the NFIP. 

Insured flood loss from 
private insurers is estimated 
at less than $0.5 billion.

Uninsured flood loss, 
which represents damage 
from storm surge and inland 
flooding not covered by any 
insurance policies, is esti-

See HARVEY DAMAGE
Page 5
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

EVENT HALL RENTALS
IRVING ELKS LODGE #2334

2015 N. BRITAIN RD., IRVING, TX 75061
PLEASE CALL (972) 579-0005
FOR MORE INFORMATION.

SEATING FOR UP TO 230 PEOPLE, FULL SERVICE BAR.

/Photo by John Starkey

sculpture “Spirit of Park 
Place,” commissioned from 
Brad Oldham and Christy 
Coltrin especially for the 
event.
Jeff Wildin won best in 
vintage class for his 1933 
McMagna, while Michael 
Mann’s 1996 Porsche 911 
Twin Turbo beat out the rest 
of the classic category. Best 
in the contemporary class 
went to Paul Grussendorf’s 
2009 Aston Martin DBS, 
while Eddie Lee’s popular 
2009 Koenigsegg CCXR 
took the exotic/supercar 
class award.
The Salesmanship Club 
award went to Corky Hels-
mund’s 1952 MG Roadster, 
and the Chairman’s Award 
to John Lee’s 1938 Bugatti 
57C Atalante. John Wampler 
took home the Best in Show 
award for his 1925 Rolls-
Royce Silver Ghost, the old-
est automobile in the collec-
tor’s showcase.
Other booths included a dis-
play from NorthPark Center, 
a variety of food stands, a 
Nespresso display and mul-
tiple food trucks.
Artist Lisa Daniels, who de-
signed the poster and pro-
grams for the event and sold 
her paintings of automobiles 
at a booth, appreciated the 
variety of eras represented 
in the show.
“I think it’s different for this 
area, because it tied togeth-
er the old and new cars and 
showed the history,” Daniels 
said.
Dusty Attic Toy Show, which 
works with a variety of char-
ity events throughout the 

year, set up a track with toy 
cars for children to play with.
Near the track, 2-year-old 
Camila de la Vega played 
with one of several electric 
toy cars set out for children 
to ride in.
The family is staying at the 
Four Seasons, waiting out 
Hurricane Irma as it sweeps 
over their Miami home. They 
heard about the showcase 
from the hotel and decided 
to go primarily so Camila’s 
father could enjoy the exhib-
it, but the toddler seemed to 
enjoy her time there as well.
“Her favorite thing to do is to 
sit in the front of [her dad’s] 
car,” her mother, Veronica 
de la Vega said. “She calls it 
the ‘beep-beep.’”
Lee Brookshire admired a 
model similar to the 1955 
Jaguar he once owned for a 
total of one day. After the ve-
hicle’s broken tie rod caused 
him to drive off the road and 
down an embankment, his 
family asked that he avoid 
buying anything older than a 
2018 model.
“My wife said, ‘Promise me 
one thing: that you won’t 
buy any more old cars,’” 
Brookshire said.
He admired the newer 
Rolls-Royces, as per his 
wife’s request, for another 
practical reason.
“When you’re 81, it’s easy 
to get in and out of,” Brook-
shire said. 
Carolyn Alvey, who man-
aged public relations for the 
event, was glad the attendees 
found something exciting.
“It could definitely become 
an annual event,” Alvey said.

CAR SHOWCASE
Continued from Page 1

Irving Main Street Event 
September 15 - 6 to 10 p.m.
September 16 - Noon to 5 p.m. 
Irving Heritage District  217 S. Main St. Irving, TX. Free Admission, 
Free Parking.This annual street festival in the heart of the Irving Her-
itage District celebrates the hometown feel of Irving with attractions 
for all ages. Each year thousands of people attend this family affair, 
which offers live music, the Manifolds on Main Street Car Show, free 
rides and activities for children, food and shopping.

Ballet Folklorico at Cozby Library
September 16, 2 p.m.
Celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month with a performance by Sima 
Ballet Folklorico! Stop by the Cozby Library and Community Com-
mons to enjoy the bright costumes and traditional Mexican music 
and dance. All ages welcome to attend. 

Tell us about your event!
Call (972) 870-1992 or 

email JoeS@RamblerNewspapers.net

Keep Irving Beautiful seeks 
annual Trash Bash volunteers

Keep Irving Beautiful 
(KIB) invites the communi-
ty to attend the 26th annu-
al Trash Bash on Saturday, 
Sept. 30, from 9 a.m. to 
noon. 

Volunteers will meet at 
T.W. Richardson Grove 
Park, along the Campion 
Trails, for a morning of com-
munity service, food, and 
fun. For the sixth consec-
utive year, the Trash Bash 
is being held in conjunc-

tion with National Public 
Lands Day, and will be one 
of many similar events oc-
curring across the country 
that day. The nation’s largest 
single-day event for public 
lands raises awareness of en-
vironmental issues like litter, 
and encourages everyone to 
lend a hand to make a differ-

ence in their communities. 
Volunteers of all ages are 
invited to participate. KIB 
will provide supplies such as 
litter pickers, trash and recy-
cle bags, and gloves. Lunch 
will be provided after the 

Austin, TX -- The Texas 
Success Center (TSC), a di-
vision of the Texas Associa-
tion of Community Colleges 
(TACC), is pleased to an-
nounce the partnership with 
the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation, the Greater 
Texas Foundation, T.L.L. 
Temple Foundation, and the 
Teagle Foundation to launch 
an ambitious five-year effort 
to implement Texas Path-
ways reform across all 50 
community college districts 
in the state. 

Texas Pathways is an in-
tegrated, system-wide ap-
proach to student success 
based on intentionally de-
signed, clear, coherent and 
structured educational ex-
periences that guides each 
student effectively and effi-
ciently from the selection of 
their high school degree pro-

Texas community colleges 
launch Texas Guided Pathways

gram, to entry into higher 
education, to attainment of 
high-quality credentials and 
careers.

Texas Pathways is pat-
terned after the American 
Association of Community 
College (AACC) Pathways 
Model launched nationally 
in 2015. Texas Pathways is 
built upon three important 
design principles. 

1) colleges’ program re-
designs must pay attention 
to the entire student experi-
ence, rather than to just one 
segment of it, 

2) a guided Pathways re-
design is a framework that 
helps unify a variety of re-
form elements around the 
central goal of helping stu-
dents choose, enter, and 
complete a program of study 
aligned with their goals for 
employment and further ed-
ucation, and 

3) the redesign process 
starts with student end goals 

for careers and further edu-
cation in mind and “back-
ward maps” programs and 
supports to ensure that stu-
dents are prepared for em-
ployment and education at 
the next level.

The opportunity for qual-
ity employment and a re-
warding adult life largely 
depends upon completing 
an academic credential. The 
state’s new plan for higher 
education 60x30TX, rec-
ognizes that for Texas to 
remain competitive and 
prosperous it will need 60 
percent of its 25- to 34-year-
olds to hold a quality certifi-
cate or degree by 2030. 

“Greater Texas Founda-
tion (GTF) is pleased and 
excited to support the TSC’s 
Texas Guided Pathways ini-
tiative. GTF supports efforts 
to ensure all Texas students 
are prepared for, have access 
to, persist in, and complete 
a postsecondary education. 

The design principles of Tex-
as Guided Pathways embody 
each of the components 
of our mission in a highly 
structured, scalable, and stu-
dent-focused way. We look 
forward to working with TSC 
on this important endeavor 
to improve education out-
comes for students across 
the state,” said Ralph Rush-
ing, Chair & Interim Chief 
Executive, Greater Texas 
Foundation.

“Community colleges play 
a critical role in educating 

Irving ISD employees are 
getting a raise. At its August 
28 meeting, the Irving ISD 
Board of Trustees approved 
the administration’s recom-
mendation to increase the pay 
of district employees within 
the existing salary schedules 
by approximately 2 percent of 

Irving ISD board 
approves pay increase 

for employees
each midpoint for the 2017-
2018 school year. For employ-
ees whose salary exceeds the 
maximum of their pay grades, 
the board approved an in-
crease of 1 percent from the 
midpoint of the existing pay 
grades.

SOURCE Irving ISD

See GUIDED PATHWAYS
Page 4

See TRASH BASH 
Page 4
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LEGALS

CLASSIFIEDS

Freelance 
Writers Wanted

For more 
information call
972-870-1992

Swif t  Pace Solut ions 
Inc. seeks .Net Programmer 
Analyst (SPNPA17) with 
Master’s +1yr/Bachelor’s 
+5yrs exp/equiv. C#.Net, 
Visual Studio.Net, SQL 
Server, Serena Changeman 
vers ion manager.  Mai l 
resumes to: HR, 600 East 
John Carpenter Freeway, 
Suite 175, Irving, TX 75062. 
Travel to unanticipated work 
sites throughout the U.S. 
Foreign equiv. accepted.

Positions avail. in Dallas, 
TX: Integration Consultant 
(job# PP-0711) requires 5% 
dom. travel, travel exp. paid 
by employer; Sr. Developer 
(job#DP-0826). Mail resume 
to: OneSource Virtual HR, 
Inc., Attn: A. Farris, w/job#, 
9001 Cypress Waters Blvd., 
Dallas, TX 75019.

Plant Sale. Home Grown. Aloe Vera and Cactus and Pencil Trees. 
Various Sizes. $1 to $10. October 6, 7, 8 – Fri-Sat-Sun. 2507 
William Brewster Drive.

EVRY USA Corporation - 
Irving, TX & var. unanticip. 
c l ient  s i tes in  U.S.  as 
assigned. Technical Lead. 
Manage tech project team 
& coordinate w/ US entity 
& offshore team members 
on product releases, sprint 
planning, & retrospective 
meetings. Travel and work 
at client sites as assigned. 
To apply, send resume to 
Padmaja.Pedyala@evry.
com. Ref. 07021981SG.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS – PROPOSED ZONING CHANGES
CITY OF IRVING CITY COUNCIL

Public hearings are held to consider applications for amendments to the 
Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance and the Official Zoning Map of the City 
of Irving, Texas for the properties described herein:

LOCATION, DATES & TIMES OF PUBLIC HEARINGS:
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas
City Council: Thursday, October 12, 2017, 7 p.m.

ZONING CASE ZC16-0067: Approximately 1.69 acres located approximately 
450 feet west of Home Depot Drive on the north side of Interstate Highway 
635. The applicant is requesting to rezone from S-P-2 (Generalized Site 
Plan) district for C-C (Community Commercial) uses to S-P-2 (Generalized 
Site Plan) district for R-AB (Restaurant with the Attendant Accessory Use 
of the Sale of Alcoholic Beverages for On-Premises Consumption) uses to 
allow accessory alcoholic beverage sales in a restaurant. 
 
ZONING CASE ZC17-0030:  Approximately 3.105 acres located on the 
northeast corner of Northgate Drive and State Highway 161.  The applicant 
is requesting to rezone from C-C (Community Commercial) District to 
S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for C-N (Neighborhood Commercial) uses 
to develop the property with convenience store, gasoline sales, restaurant 
and laundromat uses. 

ZONING CASE ZC17-0052: Approximately 3.29 acres located at 819 
N O’Connor Road. The applicant is requesting to rezone from S-P-2 
(Generalized Site Plan) district for P-O (Professional Office) uses to S-P-2 
(Generalized Site Plan) district for C-N (Neighborhood Commercial) uses to 
allow professional office, Bible College, and restaurant uses. 
 
ZONING CASE ZC17-0058: Approximately 0.22 acres located at 2422 East 
Shady Grove Road. The applicant is requesting to rezone from R-6 (Single 
Family) District to S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for R-6 (Single Family) uses 
to allow an existing oversized metal accessory structure.

All interested persons are encouraged to attend the public hearings and 
express their opinions on the zoning change request.  Written response for 
the record may also be submitted to: 

City of Irving – Planning & Community Development Dept., 825 W. 
Irving Blvd., Irving, TX 75060

The applications are on file for public review in the Planning & Community 
Development Dept. at the address listed above during normal business 
hours. For additional information, please contact the Department at 972-
721-2424. Please reference the case number when requesting information.

This facility is wheelchair accessible. Accessible parking spaces are 
available. Requests for interpretation services or assistive hearing devices 
must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting. Contact the City Secretary’s 
Office at (972) 721-2493 for assistance.

The CITY OF IRVING, Texas will receive sealed responses to the following 
solicitations in the Purchasing Division, 835 W. Irving Blvd, until the date 
and time below and will open responses
on that date: 

1. ITB #185D-17F Hidalgo-Las Colinas Water & Wastewater 
Improvements 
Pre-Bid Mtg: 09/18/17 @ 2:00 p.m. OR 09/21/17 @ 2:00 p.m. 
Due Date: 09/29/17 @ 3:00 p.m. 

2. ITB #003M-18F Police Ammunition
Due Date: 09/29/17 @ 3:30 p.m. 

Responses should be submitted online no later than the due date and time 
shown above. Late responses cannot be accepted, so please allow ample 
time to submit your response. Information may be found at cityofirving.
ionwave.net/Purchasing Phone:972.721.2631

LEGALS

EMPLOYMENT

PLANT SALE

continued, “And we are so 
very grateful for the support 
of our partners at these in-
credible foundations as we 
all work to make all make 
Texas students successful.”

“We expect that Tex-
as Pathways will have an 
enormous impact to stu-
dents and the state given 
its scale across the more 
than 700,000 students who 
attend a Texas communi-
ty college. It has the po-
tential to radically change 
how students enter and get 
through the higher educa-
tion system and efficiently 
achieve a quality certificate 
or degree,” said Jacob Frai-
re, President & CEO, Texas 
Association of Community 
Colleges.  

SOURCE Texas Association of 
Community Colleges

our future workforce, and 
thirteen colleges in East 
Texas serve about 25 per-
cent of all Texas community 
college students. Pathways 
will ensure more Texans 
succeed in college and that 
our region is economical-
ly competitive,” said Dr. 
Wynn Rosser, President & 
CEO, T.L.L. Temple Foun-
dation.

“Building on emerging 
research and experience in 
the field, Texas Pathways 
reflects the Texas Success 
Center’s commitment to 
support all 50 Texas com-
munity college districts’ stu-
dent success efforts through 
a comprehensive imple-
mentation of this model,” 
said Dr. Cynthia Ferrell, Ex-
ecutive Director, TSC. She 

GUIDED PATHWAYS 
Continued from Page 3

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-9983

ZONING CASE NO. ZC17-0023
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-1 (R-AB)

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE 
CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF 
LAND OUT OF MACARTHUR MARKET PLACE PHASE 4 4TH REVISION ADDITON AND LOCATED AT 8170 WALTON 
BOULEVARD, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING 
A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR C-C USES UNDER 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-1 (R-AB) SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR RESTAURANT WITH 
ATTENDANT ACCESSORY USE OF THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION 
USES UNDER SECTION 52-49 OF ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED 
HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE 
TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING 
ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND 
GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE 
ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING THE ENTIRE ORDINANCE SHALL 
BE INVALID IF ANY WORD, PHRASE, CLAUSE, SENTENCE, PARAGRAPH OR SECTION OF THIS ORDINANCE IS 
HELD TO BE INVALID AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-9984

ZONING CASE NO. ZC17-0037
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - TOD (TRANSIT ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT) 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF 
THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS: A TRACT 
OF LAND OUT OF THE LAS COLINAS ACREAGE 3 ADDITION, AND LOCATED ON THE WEST SIDE OF LAKE 
CAROLYN PARKWAY AND APPROXIMATELY 1,100 FEET SOUTH OF NORTH O’CONNOR BOULEVARD, MORE 
FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE 
USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM TOD TRANSIT ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT DETAILED PLAN DISTRICT USE 
UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO TOD TRANSIT ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT DETAILED PLAN 
DISTRICT USE UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND 
MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; 
CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER 
PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL 
WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING 
ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING 
A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-9986

ZONING CASE NO. ZC17-0041
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – S-P-2
AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, ADOPTED FEBRUARY 25, 
1997, FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; 
AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, 
TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE 
PUBLIC STORAGE ADDITION AND THE VORELCO ADDITION AND LOCATED AT 1704 WEST AIRPORT FREEWAY, 
MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE 
USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR C-OU-2 USES AND S-P-2 SITE PLAN 
DISTRICT USE FOR C-W USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE 
FOR C-OU-2 USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO 
AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND 
USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER 
PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH SUCH 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, AS AMENDED, FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS 
AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF 
THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; 
AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-9989

ZONING CASE NO.  ZC17-0051
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – PUD FOR S-P-1 (R-AB)

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE 
CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT 
OF LAND OUT OF THE CANDLEWOOD HOTEL ADDITION, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN 
EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM PUD PLANNED 
UNIT DEVELOPMENT FOR S-P-1 (R-AB) SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR RESTAURANT WITH ATTENDANT 
ACCESSORY USE OF THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION AND HOTEL 
USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO PUD PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT FOR S-P-1 (R-
AB) SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR RESTAURANT WITH ATTENDANT ACCESSORY USE OF THE SALE OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION AND HOTEL USES UNDER SECTION 52-49 OF 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; 
PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE 
OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE 
ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING 
THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT 
IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING THE ENTIRE ORDINANCE SHALL BE INVALID IF ANY WORD, 
PHRASE, CLAUSE, SENTENCE, PARAGRAPH OR SECTION OF THIS ORDINANCE IS HELD TO BE INVALID AND 
PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO.2017-9987

ZONING CASE NO. ZC17-0049
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-2

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE 
CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF 
LAND OUT OF THE GARDEN ISLES 2ND INSTALLMENT REVISED ADDITION, AND LOCATED AT 1208 LAKESHORE 
DRIVE, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE 
IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM R-6 SINGLE FAMILY DISTRICT USE UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS 
AMENDED TO S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR R-6 USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING 
TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS 
AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING 
THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING 
THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES 
NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; 
PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-9988

ZONING CASE NO. ZC17-0050
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-1 (R-AB)

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE 
CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF 
LAND OUT OF THE ELIZABETH CROCKETT SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 217, AND LOCATED AT THE NORTHEAST 
CORNER OF WEST LAS COLINAS BOULEVARD AND PROMENADE PARKWAY, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY 
DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM 
S-P-1 (R-AB) SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR RESTAURANT WITH ATTENDANT ACCESSORY USE OF THE SALE 
OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION UNDER SECTION 52-49 OF ORDINANCE NO. 
1144, AND HOTEL AND RELATED USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-1 (R-AB) SITE 
PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR RESTAURANT WITH ATTENDANT ACCESSORY USE OF THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGES FOR ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION UNDER SECTION 52-49 OF ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND 
HOTEL AND RELATED USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED 
HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE 
TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING 
ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND 
GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE 
ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING THE ENTIRE ORDINANCE SHALL 
BE INVALID IF ANY WORD, PHRASE, CLAUSE, SENTENCE, PARAGRAPH OR SECTION OF THIS ORDINANCE IS 
HELD TO BE INVALID AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO.2017-9990

ZONING CASE NO. ZC17-0057
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-2

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE 
CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF 
LAND OUT OF THE C. E. MCLEMORES 2 ADDITION, AND LOCATED AT 1427 PEARSON STREET, MORE FULLY 
AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF 
SAID PROPERTY FROM S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR R-TH USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS 
AMENDED TO S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR R-TH USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING 
TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS 
AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING 
THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING 
THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES 
NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; 
PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-9991

ZONING CASE NO. ZC17-0060
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-2

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE 
CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF 
LAND OUT OF THE NORTHGATE ADDITION, AND LOCATED AT 3701 BRYN MAWR DRIVE, MORE FULLY AND 
COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID 
PROPERTY FROM R-6 SINGLE FAMILY DISTRICT USE UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-2 
SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR R-6 USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN 
ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS 
RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; 
PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE 
IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC 
INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL 
OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING A 
SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, on September 7, 2017.

RICHARD H. STOPFER MAYOR
ATTEST: Shanae Jennings, City Secretary
APPROVED AS TO FORM: Kuruvilla Oommen, City Attorney

cleanup, and volunteers will 
have the opportunity to reg-
ister for prize drawings and 
learn about reptiles, fossils, 
and water conservation 
at various exhibits. KIB is 
also holding a canned food 
drive to benefit the Baptist 
Benevolent Ministries of Ir-
ving (BBMOI). Volunteers 
who bring a canned or other 
non-perishable food item to 
donate will receive an event 

T-shirt (while supplies last).
T.W. Richardson Grove 

Park is located at 333 E. In-
terstate Highway 635 (LBJ), 
Irving, TX 75039.

Please register online by 
Sept. 22, at http://www.
cityofirving.org/KIB. For 
more information call the 
Keep Irving Beautiful office 
at (972) 721-2175.

SOURCE Keep Irving Beautiful 

TRASH BASH
Continued from Page 3
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DEATH NOTICES

Zoey
Hi, my name is Zoey and I am a very calm, proper lady. I'm about 8 
years old, so I have a few years on me, but I have a lot of years left 
to give. I especially love to sit on human laps for petting, brushing, 
or just enjoying quiet time. I sometimes talk just to make conver-
sation, but you can really get me revved up with some scratching 
around my tail! I'm also a bit selfish. I want a human all to myself 
so that I can spend as much time as possible with them enjoying 
the love.

Ruby
Well hello there!
I've been waiting for someone to check me out. I'm Ruby. Let me tell you a little bit 
about myself. I'm a 2 year old female shepherd/retriever mix, who like everyone else 
around here, is looking for my forever home and hoping that it might be with you. One 
of the things I love to do is run. And I do mean run, so I'm going to need a backyard 
where I can run and play as much as I want. I'm friendly. Yes, I really like to be friends 
with all people that I meet but prefer to be your only fur baby. So come on by and 
let's get to know each other. I might be the new friend that you have been looking for.

members,” said Adam Gri-
nage, Deputy Superinten-
dent of academic services. 
“We expect them to be here 
a little longer. The other 
half of the students are in 
the evacuee centers. They 
are still transitioning to de-
termine if they will return 
to their homes. Those kids 
probably won’t stay here too 
long.

“Fortunately we were 
prepared. We met the week 
before the hurricane hap-
pened in an anticipation of 
getting kids. We had back-
packs ready along with 
school supplies and school 
uniforms. We made sure 
every student had these es-
sential materials.” 

The Irving Schools Foun-
dation (ISF) reached out 
to Irving ISD to offer free 
school supplies. The ISF 
runs a free ‘store’ set where 
teachers can get supplies for 
their students. 

“We made sure our stu-
dents had a buddy with a 
similar schedule so they 
weren’t just coming in and 
didn’t know where they 
were going,” said Anika 
Horgan, principal of de Za-
vala Middle School. “They 
were typically nervous, but 
the welcome and just hav-
ing everything they needed 
made the transition seam-
less.”  

Irving ISD has a coordi-
nator who directs the re-
sponsive services for the 
families. These services 
involve providing access to 
food outside of the normal 
school hours and other re-
sources within the commu-
nity. As of now, the families’ 
needs are being met. The 
only concern the school dis-
trict has is ensuring the stu-
dents feel safe, comfortable, 
and wanted. 

“We open our doors to 
any student, any day, for 
any situation,” Grinage 
said. “We recognized there 
was a great need to open 
our doors for kids no mat-
ter where they come from 
or who they are. When they 
come in our doors, we don’t 
think if they’re are going to 
be here for just a week or a 
month. Once they are with 
us, they are ours until they 
leave.  

“We treat them like they 
are anybody else, in fact, we 
probably pay more atten-
tion to them just to make 
sure there are not emotional 
needs or physical needs that 
we need to pay attention to.”  

Before the hurricane hit 
Houston, Irving ISD re-

IISD WELCOMES EVACUEES 
Continued from Page 1

ceived 14 students. 
Austin Middle School ac-

cepted two evacuee families. 
“We have taken up a col-

lection of goods like food, 
diapers, formula, and items 
of clothing as well,” said 
Karen Smith, the campus 
secretary at Austin Mid-
dle School. “We donated 
through the Irving Police 
Department to give to Ir-
ving Cares and we are still 
collecting money.” 

Schools located in Aran-
sas County were so heavily 
damaged they are closed in-
definitely. 

“One of the moms’ of a 
student we have accepted 
from the hurricane said, 
‘No more Houston, I’m 
tired of fighting,’ after her 
apartment was destroyed,” 
Smith said. “We will open 
our arms for them and try to 
make them feel as welcome 
as we can. It’s so important 
for them to continue their 
education and try to get nor-
mality. We just take them in 
and treat them like they are 
one of us. Once they enroll 
and become a Bronco, they 
are always a Bronco.”

To make the students feel 
welcome and secure, their 
arrival as displaced is not 

broadcast to the other stu-
dents. The school is focus-
ing on treating the students 
as normally as possible.

“We have to do it this way 
because it doesn’t matter 
where they come from, they 
are here and this is home. 
This is where they feel loved 
and supported,” Smith said. 
“I am overwhelmed by all 
of the aid we have come 
across.” 

“The teachers were told 
to collect things and bring 
them to the station at the 
school, and the officers 
would collect them and 
take them to Irving Cares,” 
said Officer Greg Spivey 
at Austin Middle School. 
“Money is actually a better 
way to donate than items 
because of all the logistics 
of getting them down there. 
If you earmark something 
for hurricane Harvey relief, 
then all of that money will 
only be spent for hurricane 
Harvey.”

“As a facility, we went 
ahead and decided to an-
nounce a fundraiser to our 
staff and our students,” said 
Sean Flynn, principal of 
Lively Elementary. “If they 
paid five dollars, they would 
be able to wear jeans for the 

day and all of the proceeds 
would go towards the Red 
Cross to help with the hur-
ricane relief.

“So far we haven’t re-
ceived any new students, 
but we are prepared and 
ready to go. We have a home 
for them and classrooms. 
We are excited to have new 
students and provide them 
with all the assistance we 
can.”

During their fundraiser, 
Lively Elementary raised 
$2,541.10.

“Irving ISD believes that 
all students are welcome,” 
Anika Horgan said. “The 
response was so immedi-
ate that not only did I as a 
principal ask ‘what could we 
do’ but other faculty, staff, 
and students were asking 
‘What do we need to do 
and how can we help out?’ 
Irving was quick to reach 
out and prepare the schools 
because new students were 
coming. It’s just the whole 
community aspects of say-
ing, ‘How can we make sure 
we are providing everything 
the families need?’ It really 
shows how, not only the Ir-
ving community can come 
together but also how can 
Irving ISD come together.”

By Joe Snell
The National Flood In-

surance Program (NFIP), a 
government-sponsored in-
surance program, is sched-
uled to expire on Sept. 30. 
For many Americans, it is 
the only source of flood in-
surance, because private in-
surers avoid the high costs 
of insuring against floods.

Individuals who have a 
mortgage on a home and 
live on a flood plain are cur-
rently required to buy into 
the National Flood Insur-
ance Program. Those who 
own their home have the 
option to purchase NFIP in-
surance.

“When you have a flood 
like we had in the Hous-
ton area, which is by all ac-
counts a 500 year flood, all 
of the flood maps are drawn 
according to a 100 year 
flood program or flood oc-
currence that may happen,” 
said Loy Vickers, a public 
insurance adjuster who has 
helped policy holders after 
disasters including Hur-
ricanes Andrew, Katrina, 
Rita, and Sandy. “Now you 
have four times the number 

Fate of millions rests on Congressional vote
you would normally have.”

NFIP is provided through 
local carriers such as State 
Farm and All State but is 
underwritten by the federal 
government. At the end of 
September, Congress may 
vote to approve funding for 
next year. The program is 
currently $24.6 billion in 
debt. Recent storms may 
lead to flood maps being 
redrawn to expand into ar-
eas affected by Harvey and 
Irma, causing more individ-
uals to be required to sign 
up for the NFIP. 

According to Vickers, a 
number of individuals in 
the Houston area discov-
ered after Hurricane Har-
vey hit that flood insurance 
is not included as a part of 
the standard coverage in a 
homeowner’s policy and is 
actually a separate policy.

“They thought it was 
covered with their normal 
drawn policy,” Vickers said. 
“You’re going need two 
separate policies, one for 
your dwelling for normal 
insurance occurrences like 
wind, hail, fire, lightning, 
vandalism, and explosions. 

You have to have a separate 
policy for flooding just like 
you would for earthquakes, 
because both of those have 
been removed from the 
standard policies.”

Another problem evac-
uees faced was the flood 
plain. Many did not realize 
they lived within a flood 
plain and a number of avail-
able graphs at the time were 
inconsistent in outlining 
what was the flood plain 
boundary.

If NFIP expires, millions 
of individuals will be left 
with no ability to buy flood 
insurance. Currently 1.2 
million people were affected 
by the flooding in the Hous-
ton area and that number 
is rising. Flooding is also 
affecting families in Loui-
siana, Florida, Georgia and 
Tennessee. 

The volume of individ-
uals affected by the storm 
will likely increase insur-
ance rates along much of 
the South and Southeastern 
United States. Traditionally, 
insurance rates increase by 
zip code; however because 
of the wide area of damage 

incurred by both Harvey 
and Irma, Vickers believes 
rates are going to increase 
by county.

“In Texas we had around 
30 counties affected and 
about 20 in Louisiana,” he 
said. “You’re going to see 
rates go up across the board 
just because of the sheer 
volume of claims they have 
to handle.”

Vickers advises police 
holders to go through their 
policy again and make cer-
tain they are covered. If they 
are not yet covered, they 
should consider getting cov-
erage as soon as possible 
before another hurricane 
hits. Policies can take up to 
a month before becoming 
effective.

“Renew your policies 
and make sure you have 
adequate coverage for your 
houses today,” Vickers said. 
“If you wait until the last 
minute for these storms 
to come in, it’s too late. 
If your policy wasn’t pur-
chased over 30 days ago, 
it wouldn’t apply anyways, 
so you need to look at your 
policies. We tell our clients 

to review their policies every 
two years.”

After a storm hits, Vick-
ers said to avoid insurance 
company adjusters because 
they are working for the 
insurance company. Pub-
lic policy adjusters, Vickers 
said, do not work for the in-
surance companies so they 
can work solely on the hold-
er’s claim.

“We know how the game 
is played,” Vickers said. 

Most states have state-
wide public insurance ad-
juster organizations. Claim 
holders in Texas can go to 
the Texas Association of 
Public Insurance Adjusters, 
a stable of advocates for pol-
icy holders.

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

Bill Vita – Nov. 30, 1955 – Sept. 8, 2017
Brad Maxwell Smith – Feb. 19, 1955 – Sept. 11, 2017
James D. “Mac” McGilvray – Aug. 31, 1923 – Sept. 9, 
2017

Lana Sue Lass – Jan. 28, 1947 – Sept. 5, 2017
Shirley Dawn “Shirl” (Talley) Fairless – Nov. 17, 1951 – 
Sept. 9, 2017

Tommy Conrad – Aug. 17, 1966 – Sept. 7, 2017

mated at $18 billion to $27 
billion.

Insured loss from wind 
damage is estimated at $1 
billion to $2 billion.

Insured loss represents 
the amount insurers will 
pay to cover damage and 

loss.
This analysis includes 

residential homes, includ-
ing contents, and does not 
include commercial, loss 
of business or other broad-
er economic loss from the 
storm. 

SOURCE CoreLogic

HARVEY DAMAGE 
Continued from Page 2
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their infor-
mation on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving 
Rambler will have accurate information. Listings 
are limited to the Organization’s name, meeting 
location and time. If an organization wishes to have 
more information than the free listing offers, we will 
continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.
(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Evening Lions Club

1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm
Community Bible Church

2301 Texas Drive
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Hallelujah Pool Players

Every Wed. @ Noon
Heritage Senior Center

200 S Jefferson St., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month 
7:30 to 9 PM

Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
Irving Democrats

Every second Tuesday of month at 7pm
Midori Japanese Restaurant

4020 N. MacArthur Blvd, #120 
Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Every second Tuesday of month at 7:30pm

132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm 
IHOP on Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Chateau on Wildbriar Lake

1515 Hard Rock Road
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS

* It was American author and political activist Barbara 
Ehrenreich who made the following sage observa-
tion: “No matter that patriotism is too often the ref-
uge of scoundrels. Dissent, rebellion and all-around 
hell-raising remain the true duty of patriots.”

* Coke has the honor of being the first soft drink in 
space. Members of the Space Shuttle Challenger 
drank the beverage from a specially designed “Co-
ca-Cola Space Can.”

* Andrew Jackson, the seventh president of the Unit-
ed States, was one tough son of a gun. In his youth, 
his fighting prowess won him fame as a national 
hero for defeating the British at the Battle of New Or-
leans during the War of 1812 -- and he never slowed 

down, it seemed. At the age of 67, he was at a speaking engagement 
when a member of the audience pulled out a gun and tried to shoot 
him. When the gun misfired, President Jackson used his walking stick 
to beat his attacker almost senseless.

* If you’re like the typical human, it takes your brain about 0.0004 sec-
onds to retrieve any given memory. 

* Even in these modern days, certain maritime traditions hold on. For in-
stance, when a new ship is launched for the first time, the water that first 
touches the ship is caught in a bottle. Once sealed, that bottle stays with 
the ship; it’s typically displayed in the captain’s office, near the bridge.

* On a per-capita basis, residents of Mexico consume more carbonated 
drinks than people in any other country on Earth.
***
Thought for the Day: “I have always supported measures and princi-
ples, and not men. I have acted fearless and independent, and I never 
will regret my course. I would rather be politically buried than to be hyp-
ocritically immortalized.” -- Davy Crockett

1. TRAVEL: What West and East Coast 
cities does Interstate 10 connect in the 
United States?
2. ADVERTISING: Who was the mascot 
for Kellogg’s Froot Loops cereal?

3. TELEVISION: Who played the patriarch of the Clampett 
family in “The Beverly Hillbillies”?
4. LITERATURE: What 1969 novel begins with the line, “All of 
this happened, more or less”?
5. MUSIC: Where did Puff the Magic Dragon live in the Peter, 
Paul and Mary song?
6. MOVIES: What was the last movie that singer Elvis Presley 
starred in?
7. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Which California city has an area 
code of 415?
8. GEOLOGY: What are the softest and hardest minerals on the 
Mohs scale?
9. GAMES: What color is Kentucky Avenue in the Monopoly 
game?
10. GEOGRAPHY: What country has the most natural lakes?

Answers
1. Santa Monica, California, and 
Jacksonville, Florida
2. Toucan Sam
3. Buddy Ebsen (Jed)
4. “Slaughterhouse-Five” (Kurt Vonnegut)
5. The land of Honalee
6. “Change of Habit”
7. San Francisco
8. Talc and diamond
9. Red
10. Canada

ANSWER KEY
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WORSHIP ADS

To list your house of worship 
in the Rambler, please contact 
Joe at  972-870-1992 or  joes@

ramblernewspapers.net

UNITY CHURCH

Unity of Irving
Sunday Morning Services:

9:30 AM Adult Class
11:00 AM Service

& Children’s Church
Reverend Frank Pounders

and Reverend Margaret Pound-
ers

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 
75061

972-253-5083
unitychurchofirving.com

First United Methodist 
Church 

211 W. Third,  75060
972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.

org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

Dr. Jack Wallace, Senior Pastor
Sammy Hargrove, Associate 

Pastor Emeritus

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

First Church of Christ, 
Scientist

2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 
75061

972-253-7202
www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-

1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-

0476
access code 884879

For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 
75061

1st Century Christianity in the 
21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 

p.m.
Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.

972-790-8606 
www.BeltLineChurch.com

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W. Airport Freeway Irving Tx
972-255-4185

www.ppumc.org

UNITED METHODIST

WORSHIP

Sunday Morning 
Worship
8:30 a.m.

Traditional 
Communion Service

Holy Communion every Sunday

9:15 a.m.
Non-Traditional Service

Plymouth Park Praise Band

11:00 a.m.
Traditional Service

Chancel Choir

Dr. William E. La Barr, 
Senior Pastor

Dr. Rusty Hedges, Associate Pastor

We're holding a place for you!

PLYMOUTH PARK 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

1615 W. Airport Freeway, 
Irving, Texas 75062

972-255-4185

For more details go to www.ppumc.org

Worship & Bible Fellowship: 
9:30 & 10:50 a.m. 

Join us on sunday, 
septemBer 17

972.790.3629 
myoakview.org

1004 s. story rd. irving, tX  75060

TOYOTA MUSIC FACTORY
Continued from Page 1

Danny Eaton, COO of North America Concerts for Live Nation, addresses a crowd of media during the Toyota Music 
Factory's soft launch before Saturday, Sep. 9. /Photo by Joe Snell

Toyota and ARK Group 
announced a 10-year part-
nership that establishes 
Toyota Music Factory as 
the new name for the Irving 
Music Factory. Additional-
ly, the Live Nation concert 
venue, The Pavilion, will 
be renamed The Pavilion 
at Toyota Music Factory, 
and the VIP Lounge will be 
called the Toyota Lounge. 
The name changes are effec-
tive immediately. 

The Toyota Music Factory 
is a $200 million, 16.7-acre 
entertainment and dining 
complex in the Las Colinas 
Urban Center in Irving. 
The Toyota Music Factory, 
expected to draw around 
2.5 million guests a year, 
opened Sept. 9 with ZZ Top.

“Toyota has a rich histo-
ry of connecting with our 

Irving’s entertainment venue 
re-named Toyota Music Factory

guests through music, and 
the Toyota Music Factory 
gives us another platform 
to do that,” said Ed Laukes, 
group vice president, mar-
keting, Toyota. “We are ex-
cited that the Toyota Music 
Factory offers North Texans 
a state-of-the-art facility to 
enjoy live music, entertain-
ment and dining options.”

The mixed-use and life-
style destination is anchored 
by Live Nation’s The Pavil-
ion at Toyota Music Facto-
ry. This is a state-of-the-art 
venue for world-class enter-
tainment and special events 
throughout the year. Exclu-
sively booked and promoted 
by Live Nation, The Pavilion 
at Toyota Music Factory 
converts from a 2,500-ca-
pacity intimate theater to 
a 4,000-seat indoor the-

ater and opens up to an 
8,000-person boutique 
open-air amphitheater. 

Additionally, the Toyota 
Music Factory’s more than 
25 entertainment and din-
ing options, including Al-
amo Drafthouse 8 Screen 
Movie Theater, will be 
opening before the end of 
the year. Ethos Group will 
occupy 100 percent of the 
four-story office tower that 
looks out onto the enter-
tainment center. 

“We are deeply honored 
to have Toyota participate 
on the highest level of spon-
sorship as the title sponsor 
for the Music Factory,” ARK 
Group President Noah Laz-
es said. “I cannot think of 
a more distinguished For-
tune 50 company to have 
involved, especially since 

they are now headquartered 
in the Dallas/Fort Worth 
market. Toyota’s many con-
tributions to the community 
will greatly enhance the ap-
peal of the newest all-in-one 
dining and entertainment 
destination for North Texas 
residents and visitors alike.” 

Located on the north side 
of SH 114 and just west of the 
Las Colinas Urban Center, 
the address for the Toyota 
Music Factory is 300 W. Las 
Colinas Blvd., Irving, Texas 
75039. There will be plenti-
ful valet stands throughout 
and 4,200 dedicated park-
ing spaces available for pa-
trons of the Toyota Music 
Factory. The Toyota Music 
Factory is adjacent to the Ir-
ving Convention Center and 
the 350-room Westin Hotel 
(under construction). The 
site is served by the DART 
Orange Line as well as the 
Las Colinas People Mover 
System. 

“We are eager to celebrate 
all the hard work poured 
into this exciting project by 
so many, including the City 
of Irving, Toyota, Gensler, 
Live Nation, Skanska, Sun-
Trust Bank, the tenants, and 
most importantly, the resi-
dents of Irving,” Lazes said.

SOURCE ARK Group

Irving ISD held its first-ever Kid Champions march 
with the help of many fathers, grandfathers and other 
father figures. Hosted by the district’s parent engage-
ment department, Farine and Stipes elementary schools 

KID CHAMPIONS MARCH: More than 45 fathers and father figures learned how they could become more involved at Farine Elementary School 
through the Kid Champions march, held Sept. 8. /Photo contributed

Marching for the kids
welcomed more than 75 dads for an event designed to 
promote male volunteerism. Men walked around cam-
pus, high-fived students before the school bell rang and 
participated in class activities. 

SOURCE Irving ISD

$200 million Irving Music 
Factory gained Toyota as a 
title sponsor. The car com-
pany recently moved its 
headquarters to Plano. That 
means the Pavilion at Irving 
Music Factory will now be 
called the Pavilion at Toyota 
Music Factory. 

One of the amenities of 
the new space is the artists’ 
lounge that Easton hopes 
will attract prime time per-
formances.

“I’ve been backstage to a 
lot of places in the country 
and I would put the back-
stage amenities here up 
against anywhere that I’ve 
been, which were key for 
us,” he said. 

The 2,000 seat indoor 
venue hosts a $40 million 
convertible concert venue 
that has the ability to open 
up to an outdoor seating 
area and accommodate up 
to 8,000 fans. The pavilion 

also has the ability to con-
vert into a smaller, more 
intimate venue.

“It’s the first time in 
the world anyone’s built a 
building that can have an 
indoor facility and also turn 
it into an amphitheater in 
a few minutes,” said Rick 
Lazes, co-founder and CEO 
of ARK. “That gives us a lot 
of flexibility no one’s ever 
done before.”

The opening marks a new 
wave of entertainment des-
tinations for the Irving area 

with the Westin Irving Con-
vention Center Hotel open-
ing later in the year. 

The site will continue roll-
ing out more than 25 restau-
rants, entertainment ven-
ues, the Alamo Drafthouse, 
and office space through 
the remainder of the year. 
According to Lazes, a new 
site will open roughly every 
two weeks for the remainder 
of the year. The last piece 
will be the Sambuca restau-
rant opening at the end of 
the year before a final New 
Year’s celebration. 

Subscribe to the  

Rambler!
972-870-1992

joes@ramblernewspapers.net
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1First-time visitors and local residents only. Certain restrictions apply. $28 minimum value. At participating studios only. See studio for details. Orangetheory®, OTF® and other Orangetheory® 
marks are registered trademarks of Ultimate Fitness Group LLC. © Copyright 2016 Ultimate Fitness Group LLC and/or its affiliates. 2Including the afterburn. Individual results may vary. 3Based 

on intensity level, participants can burn an expected average of 15-20% more calories above their standard resting calorie burn.

OTF Las Colinas | 7640 N. MacArthur Blvd., Suite 5 | Irving, TX 75063 | 214.716.0554

•  BURN 500+ CALORIES IN 60 MINUTES*

•  KEEP BURNING CALORIES FOR UP TO 36 HOURS*

•  COACH-LED GROUP WORKOUTS
•  FOR ALL FITNESS LEVELS

Orangetheory®, OTF® and other Orangetheory® marks are registered trademarks of Ultimate Fitness Group LLC. ©Copyright 2017 Ultimate Fitness Group LLC and/or its affiliates.  
First-time visitors and local residents only. Certain restrictions apply. *Visit orangetheoryfitness.com/termsofuse for additional information.

FIND OUT MORE AT ORANGETHEORYFITNESS.COM

CALL 214.716.0554  
JOIN NOW – ENJOY SPECIAL PRE-OPENING MEMBERSHIP RATES

 THE WORLD’S BEST
 ONE-HOUR WORKOUT

IS COMING!
Sign up today and save. As a founding member, you get a special 
pre-opening membership rate. Plus, your low rate is locked in for as 
long as you’re a member. But this rate only lasts until the doors open, 
so don’t delay.

IN GOD WE TRUST

Visit Our Other Locations
WATAUGA

5921 Denton Hwy.
Metro (817) 498-7079

MANSFIELD
310 Mitchell Rd.

Metro (817) 477-3383

(972) 253-7335
425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

Hours: Mon - Sat 5:30 AM - 3:30 PM / Sun 7:00 AM - 3:30 PM

Watch 

for details 

in the 
Rambler

Join us for our 
celebration to 50!

Where Irving 
Meets and Eats

 to 502 years

ONCE IN A LIFETIME EVENT

Jim & Lucinda Rogers, owners of Gold N Carats, have 
been hoarding beautiful gemstones for over 38 years.

You have the rare 
opportunity to purchase 
gemstones from their 
incredible private 
collection. 

IN TIME FOR 
THE HOLIDAYS

Gold N Carats
7601 N. MacArthur Blvd #130
(972) 910-0300

Beginning September 26th through October 7th 

al basis, a certain amount 
of credits,” Boyenki said. 
“With our educational ses-
sions, they can earn six and 
a half CPE credits, which 
helps them keep their cer-
tificates up to date. They are 
continually having to learn 

about new technologies, 
new threats, new products, 
and everything that goes 
on.”

One of the major topics 
for this year’s conference 
was cyber security, with 
ransomware being one of 
the major security threats 
facing businesses today. 
Ransomware is a type of 
malicious software that can 
block access to or scramble 
data and vital information 
until a sum of money has 
been paid. According to a 
study from IBM, ransom-
ware attacks spiked to an 
alarming 6,000 percent be-

count towards ‘continu-
ing professional education 
(CPE) credits,’ which many 
people working in the in-
dustry require to maintain 
their certifications. 

“[IT professionals] have 
to maintain, on an annu-

INTERFACE
Continued from Page 2

tween 2015 and 2016. While 
many of these criminals 
tend to go after individuals, 
businesses are far from im-
mune to the practice.

“There have been several 
stories over the last year of 
companies actually paying 
out a ransom to a hacker 
in order to get control of 
their systems back,” Bo-
kenyi said. “In talking to IT 
people, a lot of them tell me 
that ransomware is nothing 
really new philosophical-
ly from the other, normal 
challenges they deal with, 
and if you’re taking care of 
your systems properly, it 

shouldn’t be an issue. But, 
a lot of people are having 
problems with it.”

One unique aspect of IN-
TERFACE is its small size in 
comparison with similar IT 
conferences. Bokenyi said 
this size was intentional, 
as they wanted to create an 
environment where profes-
sionals and vendors could 
have the longer, more de-
tailed discussion they de-
sire. 

“We are not meant to be 
a large, huge expo,” Bokenyi 
said. “We are very concen-
trated on the local IT pro-
fessionals, everybody from 
CIOs (Chief Information 
Officers) down to network 
engineers, people who are 
on the front lines of infra-
structure, cyber security, 
data storage, and business 

continuity. We try to keep it 
at a certain ratio, so every-
one attending is able to talk 
with our exhibitors and can 
have detailed conversations 
about the products and the 
technologies they’re looking 
at.”

Alex Elkins is a sales de-
velopment representative 
for MalwareBytes, a cyber-
security and anti-virus com-
pany offering protection for 
both home and business. 
Elkins said INTERFACE 
has allowed him to connect 
with potential customers on 
a whole new level. 

“I have had some really 
great conversations with 
people,” Elkins said. “It’s 
good to see first-hand how 
we’ve been able to help peo-
ple in the past, and to make 
people aware of the new 
products we’re offering and 
see people’s reactions and 
answer questions as they 
come to us.”

Mark Villinski is the di-
rector of field marketing for 
Kaspersky Labs, a global 
cybersecurity company that 
has been in business for the 
past 20 years. Kaspersky 
has been a part of INTER-
FACE for several years, and 
Villinski said it’s the confer-
ence’s smaller, one-on-one 
feel that keeps them coming 
back. 

“We do a lot of end-us-
er events like this around 
the country and we’ve had 
good luck working with IN-
TERFACE over the years,” 
Villinski said. “They do a 
nice job of bringing togeth-
er the sort of folks we want 
to talk to and interact with 
and they structure the event 
pretty well for the vendors 
to have plenty of time to in-
teract with the crowd.”


