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Ms. Mature 
contestants prepare 

for pageant
By Rachel Hawkins

The 35th Ms. Mature Ir-
ving pageant rehearsal was 
held at the Heritage Senior 
Center on Friday, Sept. 22.

The pageant celebrates 
the beauty, personality, and 
energy of senior women. 
Each year, ladies ages 60 
and older are invited to join 
the competition. By the end 
of the pageant, someone 
“young at heart” is selected 
to represent the city of Ir-
ving at special events while 
also representing senior 
women in Irving in a posi-
tive light. 

During rehearsal, the 
contestants practiced their 
stage walks and speeches. 
This year’s 35th annual Ms. 
Mature Irving pageant has 
four contestants. 

Alene Ford is originally 
from a small, rural town in 
East Texas. After moving 
to San Antonio, she stud-

ied pre-health and sociolo-
gy, and became Miss Black 
San Antonio. She moved to 
Irving in 1999 with her hus-
band and son.

Alene recently completed 
training in Baylor Scott and 
White’s faith-based caregiv-
er program. 

“We go into senior homes 
that are isolated,” Ford said. 
“We talk to the seniors, or 
we may take them to the 
drugstore. This is some-
thing new for me, but I do 
enjoy community work. 

“I’ve always been an en-
trepreneur. If I don’t have 
a job, then I will create one. 
Throughout my life, I had 
a restaurant, a thrift store, 
and a deli. 

“When I moved [to Ir-
ving] I became active in 
Bear Creek Community 
Church. I am currently a 

By Daisy Silos
With over 500 people in 

attendance, Irving Cares 
held its 27th annual fund-
raising gala, The Great Har-
vest, as the city’s biggest 
birthday bash took over the 
Irving Convention Center 
on Friday, Sept. 22.

“We have a gala every 
year and we just turned 60 
this year,” said chief execu-
tive officer for Irving Cares 
Teddie Story. “We decided 
to turn this one into a real-
ly fun festive birthday party 
where people could come 
and celebrate 60 years of 
service to the Irving com-
munity. When you think of 
harvest, you think of bring-
ing in resources and gather-
ing things you need, and we 
use those things we gather 
to help others.”

Irving Cares served al-
most 11,000 families last 
year with food, rent, util-
ities, and jobs. The fund-
raising event benefits Irving 
Cares, so they can contin-
ue helping Irving families. 
Their goal this year was to 
raise $290,000 from the 
event, including both the si-
lent and live auctions.

“The main purpose of this 
event is to raise money to 
run the programs we offer,” 

By Alan Fleck
Under a sweltering sun 

at Irving Veterans Memo-
rial Park, Staff Sergeant 
Eric Smith, Retired, U.S. 

By Alan Fleck
The long-awaited open-

ing of Whole Foods Market 
in Irving took place on Tues-
day, Sept. 26, where cus-
tomers were invited to a soft 
opening of the new location.

Ten percent of all sales 
on Tuesday will benefit Ir-
ving Cares, a local nonprofit 
for those in need. The main 
opening of the Irving Whole 
Foods Market followed on 
Thursday, Sept. 28. 

Construction of the 
43,000 square foot building 
was completed over a year 
ago and first announced 
in 2014. It was initially ru-
mored the store would open 
as early as last fall. 

Once inside, customers 
were treated to free samples 
including shrimp, sushi, 
pizza, crackers with melted 
cheese, and chocolate chunk 
cookies. 

Longtime Irving resident 
Elena Blake likes the qual-
ity and variety of Whole 
Foods products, as well as 
its knowledgeable staff. 

Marine turned firefighter awarded Navy Cross
Marine Corps, received the 
Navy Cross from Major 
General Paul J. Kennedy 
on Thursday, Sept. 14. The 
prestigious award, the sec-

SERVED WITH HONOR: Eric Smith, an Irving firefighter/paramedic, as well as a Staff Sergeant, Retired, U.S. Marine Corps, receives the Navy Cross by Major 
General Paul J. Kennedy at a ceremony held at Irving Veterans Memorial Park. /Photo by Joe Snell

ond highest military dec-
oration after the Medal of 
Honor, honors Smith, who 
is an Irving firefighter and 
paramedic, for his coura-

geous actions in 2004 while 
serving with the Marines in 
support of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom.

Kennedy welcomed the 

many guests, including 
Smith’s wife, son and par-
ents, and also members of 
the U.S. Marine Corps as 
well as other service mem-
bers including fellow sol-
diers who served with Smith 
in Iraq who, Kennedy said, 
are affectionately known as 
the “Magnificent Bastards.” 
Also attending the ceremo-
ny were some of Smith’s 
fellow firefighters and other 
friends.

Kennedy, who is the com-
manding general of the Ma-
rine Corps Recruiting Com-
mand, took time to thank all 
first responders and espe-
cially those who are helping 
with Hurricane Harvey re-
lief efforts.

In 2007, Smith and fel-
low U.S. Marines were in 
the Iraqi city of Ramadi on a 
mission of goodwill. In early 
April 2004, Ramadi erupt-
ed into violence when Ma-
rines came under fire in 12 
locations at the same time, 
which indicated a planned, 
coordinated attack. 

U.S. quick reaction forc-
es were disbursed to re-
pel the attacks. As part of 
the quick reaction force, 
Smith’s platoon was or-
dered to reinforce a squad 
which was under attack. En 
route to assisting the squad, 
two multi-purpose vehicles 
were ambushed, leaving the 

Whole Foods Market open at last
“I love the market and its 

high-end products, espe-
cially the meats, sausages, 
and cheeses. Plus, the sales-
people really know their 
products,” Blake said. 

Whole Foods Global 
PR representative Melissa 
Kubrin, who was on hand at 
the opening to answer any 
questions from customers, 
explained that the delayed 
opening involved many lay-
ers.

“Different stores have 
various timelines, based on 
different factors,” Kubrin 
said. “The Irving store is 
opening now so it will be 
open before the holidays.” 

This summer, it was 
announced that Amazon 
had bought the company. 
Kubrin pointed out that 
Amazon-influenced pric-
ing can be seen on specific 
products, including the lo-
cation’s avocados.

“Bulk pricing is very im-
portant to the Whole Foods 
customer, allowing them to 
take as little or as much as 
needed, without having left-
overs that might go wasted,” 
Kubrin said.  

The store offers a num-
ber of places to eat. There 
is seating for 200 both in-
side and outside, and in one 
seating area, a band played 
to entertain shoppers.  

A combination of new 
staff and existing Whole 
Foods employees will staff 
the location, including 100 
new employees from the Irving Cares 

throws 60th 
birthday bash

Story said. “We spend al-
most $2 million a year, but 
we’re able to demonstrate 
that people get jobs, people 
are not evicted, and people 
have their utilities still con-
nected.”

During the event, attend-
ees heard a story from one 
of the many people who 
received assistance from 
Irving Cares. Through a vid-
eo presentation, Pat Andris 
shared her story of moving 
from working a seven-day a 
week dead end job with zero 
benefits to now working as 
a property adjuster making 
$91,000 a year thanks to 
Irving Cares’ Employment 
Services Program. Andris 
could not attend the cele-
bration, because she is cur-
rently in Houston assisting 
those affected by Hurricane 
Harvey.

Newly elected board 
member for Irving Cares 
Landa Parker was moved by 
Andris’ story. 

“It brings me to tears,” 
Parker said. “It’s so much 
what I’m passionate about, 
and Irving Cares does an 
incredible job reaching the 
community and really mak-
ing a difference in everyday 
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

LOVE YOUR 
smile

Do you want to remove 
white spots and stains 

from your teeth?
Ask us about microabrasion. 

Call for a free consultation!

Dr. Vanessa  
Williams

2820 North O’Connor
Irving, TX 75062

972-594-4888
www.mydfwdentist.com

ive your smile the TLC it deserves. 
We offer a full range of general and 

cosmetic dentistry including wisdom teeth 
extractions, dental implants, dentures, and 
microabrasion. We have extended hours. Call 
us for an early or late appointment.

G

Follow us on 
Facebook

www.facebook.com/
mydfwdentist

Motel 6 catches fire
By Joe Snell

Firefighters were called to 
a two-alarm fire at an Irving 
Motel 6 on Thursday, Sept. 
21.

"We had quite a bit of 
equipment there, mainly 
because of the size of the 
fire," said Irving Fire De-
partment Assistant Chief of 
Operations, Jack Taylor. "It 
expanded rather quickly and 
to contain it we needed that 
extra staffing out there. They 
did a really good job miti-
gating the damage. It was a 
large fire, but they were able 

to contain it and save a ma-
jority of the building."

There were no injuries, 
and everyone was evacuated 
safely. Individuals affected 
by the fire were relocated.

There was approximately 
$100,000 worth of damage 
done to the building, and the 
fire affected roughly a third 
of the $350,000 estimated 
building. 

No cause has been deter-
mined but firefighters say it 
looks like it was caused by 
wiring in the attic. 

DogFest DFW
September 30, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
DogFest Walk ‘n Roll is coming to Irving, so grab your leash and get ready 
to have a tail-waggin’ good time! Celebrate the community of people and 
dogs that make it possible for Canine Companions to show that the most 
advanced technology capable of transforming the lives of people with 
disabilities has a cold nose and a warm heart. Register to walk – it’s easy 
and there is no fee to participate! •“Top Dogs” (team captains) put together 
teams of friends and coworkers. •Everyone fundraises prior to the event, 
and then shows up at DogFest Walk ‘n Roll for a celebration of our four-
legged friends. •Learn more about Canine Companions for Independence 
and how these exceptional dogs serve exceptional people. Hosted at the 
Canine Companions for Independence - Kinkeade Campus - 7710 Las 
Colinas Ridge, Irving, 75063.

Heritage House Tours and Fire Department Event 
October 1, 3pm-5pm
The Heritage Society and the Irving Fire Department are partner-
ing for a special exhibit. Heritage Society member Andy Lucas 
will be on hand to exhibit part of his extensive collection of toy fire 
trucks. The Fire Department will be there with their “larger size” 
fire truck and information in regard to October’s Fire Safety Month. 
The Heritage House is a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark and is 
located at 303 South O’Connor. The first Sunday tour also includes 
Mary’s Playhouse in the back garden area. Admission is free. The public 
is invited to attend.

WHOLE FOODS
Continued from Page 1

WHOLE FOODS ATTRACTS FUTURE FOODIES: Alynda 
Long and her daughters, Kaylee and Audrey, enjoy one of many free sample 
stands during the Whole Foods soft opening. /Photo by Joe Snell

North Texas area and 30 
from different Whole Foods 
locations. Each new staff 
member had to pass group 
as well as individual inter-
views to be hired. 

Irving Mayor Rick Stopfer 
and City Council member 
Oscar Ward were in atten-
dance. Teddie Story of Ir-
ving Cares manned a table in 
one area to promote Irving 
Cares. 

“Food overages experi-
enced by the Irving Whole 
Foods Market, like a few 
other local stores, would be 

directed to Irving Cares,” 
Story said. 

The store is located at the 
southwest corner of MacAr-
thur Boulevard and State 
Highway 161. Whole Foods 
has more than 30 stores in 
Texas and many more across 
the country. There are also 
stores in Canada and the 
United Kingdom. Its flag-
ship store is still based in 
Austin, where the company 
was founded in 1980.

Hours of operation are 8 
a.m. to 10 p.m. seven days a 
week.
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IRVING ELKS LODGE #2334

2015 N. BRITAIN RD., IRVING, TX 75061
PLEASE CALL (972) 579-0005
FOR MORE INFORMATION.

SEATING FOR UP TO 230 PEOPLE, FULL SERVICE BAR.

platoon commander critical-
ly wounded. Under heavy 
fire, Smith assumed com-
mand of the platoon and led 
them to safety. 

Smith’s bravery included 
him running back across the 
fire-swept field to evacuate 
the platoon commander and 
any weapons. Smith coordi-
nated and led a counterat-
tack and freed the isolated 
squad. Upon arrival of an 
Army Bradley Fighting Vehi-
cle Platoon, Smith facilitated 
the evacuation of casualties 
and devised a withdrawal 
plan for all units back to the 
command post.

When it was time for 
Smith to speak, his brief 
remarks reflected both his 
humility and his devotion to 
the U.S. Marine Corps. He 
emphasized that “one can 
have no better friend and no 
worse enemy than a United 
States Marine.” 

Smith, a native of Waxa-
hachie, enlisted in the Ma-
rine Corps May 2001 out of 
a recruiting station in Fort 
Worth. He graduated boot 
camp in August of the same 
year. 

Smith also received the 
Silver Star, the third-highest 
decoration for valor in 2004, 
for his actions. He joined the 
Irving Fire Department in 
2008.

Irving Mayor Rick Stop-
fer was among the guests. 
Stopfer said “the ceremony 
demonstrated the quality of 
people we have in Irving.” 

Stopfer heard that when 
Smith initially found out he 
received the Silver Star, he 
said it should be for his men 
and not himself. 

“He’s very humble,” Stop-
fer said.

As mayor, Stopfer said he 
is learning more and more 
about the good people who 

NAVY CROSS
Continued from Page 1

are in Irving.
Following the ceremony, 

guests moved into the audi-
torium of the old Central Li-
brary for a reception, where 
they were able to pose for 
photos with the quiet and 
brave firefighter.

Irving Deputy Mayor Pro 
Tem John Danish, who was 
instrumental in the found-
ing of Veterans Memorial 
Park, said he was “moved 
and gratified a ceremony 
this important was held in 
this venue.” 

Many had words of praise 
for Smith.

“Eric Smith is the most 
professional and determined 
firefighter I have known and 
exemplifies all that a fire-
fighter should be,” said Ir-
ving firefighter R.A. Reed.

IRVING SALUTES NAVY CROSS RECIPIENT: Smith (middle) proudly poses with Irving Fire Chief 
Victor Conley (left), Mayor Rick Stopfer (right) and his son, held at Veterans Memorial Park. /Photo by Alan Fleck

By Rachel Hawkins 
During the preamble to 

the city council meeting on 
Thursday, Sept. 21, Irving 
Mayor Rick Stopfer along 
with Irving Fire Chief Victor 
Conley announced a proc-
lamation stating Irving will 
participate in “Turn Irving 
Pink.” 

The month of October 
is breast cancer awareness 
month. Irving is taking the 
initiative to support this 
cause by selling pink shirts 
for $10 at Big State Foun-

City Council turns Irving Pink, recognizes achievements
tain Grill on Irving Blvd. All 
proceeds will go toward the 
Irving Healthcare Founda-
tion. 

“Breast cancer currently 
affects more than 3.1 mil-
lion women in the United 
States,” Stopfer said. “There 
are approximately 316,120 
diagnosed each year, where-
as breast cancer will kill ap-
proximately 40,610 women 
in the US this year.”

Members of the Irving 
Fire Department support 
this cause every year by 

wearing pink t-shirts with 
the words “Care enough to 
wear pink.” 

“It’s an honor to be able 
to do this,” Conley said. 
“We want to thank the CSA 
(community-supported ag-
riculture) for helping us sell 
shirts at the Main Street 
Event. None of the profits 
goes to them, it all goes to-
wards research, and we need 
everyone’s help to make that 
happen.”

TURN IRVING PINK: Irving Fire Chief Victor Conley joins Mayor Rick Stopfer to  announce the city's participation 
in 'Turn Irving Pink' in honor of October's breast cancer awareness month. /Photo by Stephen Goodgame

In a continual quest to 
streamline finances, the City 
of Irving worked a plan that 
resulted in tremendous tax-
payer savings. 

In 2009, the city was 
planning construction on its 
275,000-square-foot Irving 
Convention Center at Las 
Colinas. To fund the $133 
million project, the city of 
Irving issued its 2009 Com-
bination Tax and Hotel Oc-
cupancy Tax Revenue Cer-
tificates of Obligation Bonds 
Series. This week, the city 
refunded that series with a 

City of Irving saves 
taxpayers $54.4 million

new 2017 series. 
The purpose of the re-

funding was to leverage low-
er interest rates to generate 
$23.1 million in present val-
ue savings (18.4 percent) or 
$54.4 million in gross debt 
service savings. 

Rating Agencies Moody’s 
Investors Service and Stan-
dard & Poor’s consistent-
ly has assigned Irving Aaa 
and AAA credit ratings over 
the years, which was a con-
tributing factor to obtaining 
such significant savings. Ir-
ving is one of seven cities in 

Texas to be assigned top rat-
ings from both agencies.

The City has pledged 2/7 
of its Hotel Occupancy Tax 
toward the 2017 bonds. The 
Hotel Occupancy Tax is a 
percentage paid on each 
short-term hotel stay in Ir-
ving. In addition to the 2017 
bonds, the City plans to pay 
for a portion of the 2017A 
Bonds from the Hotel Occu-
pancy Tax. The 2017A Bonds 
were issued in March and 
are being used to construct 
the new Convention Center 
Parking Garage. 

SOURCE The City of Irving

(AUSTIN) — The Tex-
as Comptroller’s office re-
turned a record $281 million 
in unclaimed property to its 
rightful owners during the 
past fiscal year, Comptroller 
Glenn Hegar announced.

The total breaks the pre-
vious record of $270 million 
returned in fiscal 2016 and 
marks the fifth consecutive 
record-breaking year. 

“Each year we make a 
commitment to reunite un-
claimed property with its 
rightful owners, and this 
record underlines that com-
mitment,” Hegar said. “I 
encourage all Texans to vis-
it ClaimItTexas.org to see if 
the state is holding some of 

$281 million announced in 
unclaimed property returns

their unclaimed property.”
The Comptroller’s office 

has returned more than $2 
billion to its rightful own-
ers since Texas’ unclaimed 
property program began in 
1962. The state is currently 
holding more than $4 billion 
in cash and other valuables.

The $281 million in un-
claimed property returned 
in fiscal 2017 includes for-
gotten utility deposits or 
other refunds, insurance 
proceeds, payroll checks, 
cashier’s checks, dividends, 
mineral royalties, dormant 
bank accounts and aban-
doned safe-deposit box con-
tents. Businesses generally 
turn property over to the 

unclaimed property pro-
gram after it has been con-
sidered dormant for one to 
five years.

There is no statute of lim-
itations for unclaimed prop-
erty the state holds, which 
means there’s no time limit 
for owners to file a claim — 
they can do so at any time.

For more information 
about the unclaimed prop-
erty program, or to search 
for unclaimed property and 
begin the claims process, 
visit the Comptroller’s un-
claimed property website, 
ClaimItTexas.org, or call 
800-321-CASH (2274).

SOURCE Texas Comptroller’s 
office

By Kathleen Phillips 
COLLEGE STATION — 

The most popular flowering 
shrub in the U.S. has 
a new ally in a fight 
against a new, 
devastat ing 
exotic pest.

A $3.3 mil-
lion grant will 
fund the study 
“Systematic Strat-
egies to Manage 
Crapemyrtle Bark 
Scale” to be led by 
Dr. Mengmeng 
Gu, associate 
professor and 
ornamental 
horticultur-
ist for Texas 
A&M AgriLife 
Extension Ser-
vice, College Station.

The study is one of 12 to-
taling $35 million by the 

$3.3 million grant 
targets pests

U.S. Department of Agri-
culture’s National Institute 
of Food and Agriculture for 

science-based solutions and 
new technology for the spe-
cialty crop industry.  

Gu said crapemyrtles had 
a wholesale value of $66 
million in 2014, the latest 
year for which figures are 
available. But the bark scale 
could take a serious bite out 
of that.

“Crapemyrtle bark scale is 
severely impacting this in-
dustry, and poses a unique 
risk to other major crops in-
cluding soybean, apple and 
pomegranate,” she said. 
“Its newly reported infes-
tation on the native Amer-
ican beautyberry may pose 
a threat to the native plant 
community and ecosystem.”

Bark scale originated in 
Asia, and no one knows how 
it came to the U.S., Gu said.

“Crapemyrtle bark scale 
feeds on the plant’s vascular 
system — the stems, branch-

es, flower stems and leaves 
— sucking out plant sap,” Gu 
said. “That affects the over-
all plant health so it doesn’t 
grow or flower. And in the 
pomegranate, that stops the 
fruit production and yield.”

She said honeydew secre-
tion from scale feeding also 
causes black sooty mold 

on trunks and branches, 
which significantly re-
duces the aesthetic value 

of trees in landscapes.
If a solution is not 
found, Gu said, the 

landscape industry 
likely would stop us-
ing them, and that 

would be a severe eco-
nomic hit.
She said now that it 

has been reported on Amer-
ican beautyberry, which is a 
totally different plant family, 
it is very likely that the scale 
may start to attack other 
plants as well. It has been al-
ready documented on plants 
in six genus in 11 families, 
she said.

In Asia, crapemyrtle bark 
scale has been controlled by 
using both insecticides and 
biological control on crape-
myrtles and pomegranates. 
This study will look at these 
control methods as well as 
new approaches, she said.

First, the team will eval-
uate non-chemical control 
methods such as biological, 
cultural and mechanical, Gu 
said. They also will evaluate 
chemical efficacy and the 
potential impact on benefi-
cial insects and pollinators, 
based on the established un-

See PESTS
Page 10

Freelance 
Writers Wanted

For more information call
972-870-1992
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Open every day until 9pm.
2912 N Beltline- next to Chase Bank

Call us for all your catering needs- free delivery and setup for groups of 10 or more
972-255-0033

You are always welcome at Dickey's Barbecue Pit.

Good luck to all contestants

2017 2017 2017 2017 2017 2017 2017 2017 2017 2017

Susan Wiese:  this red-headed mother of 5 and grand-
ma to 8 is always on the go.  Originally from Montgomery 
Alabama, she is happy to call Irving home.  Her work with 
her church preschool and nursing home ministries keeps 
her schedule full.  Susan loves her family and spends as 
much time as she can with them.  If she’s not at home or 
with family, she’s probably with a choir somewhere singing. 

Louise Childs:  Westlock Alberta, Canada is Louise’s 
birthplace.  Mother to 4 and grandmother to 12, Louise 
keeps busy.  She still works, taking care of children in her 
home.  Louise has served on the board of several organi-
zations, including symphonies, civic clubs and the Red Hat 
Society.  When she’s not home or with family you can prob-
ably find her on the stage of a community theater.

Alene Ford:  Alene was born in Toledo Bend, she’s 
a true Texas native.  Mother to 5 and grandmother to 12, 
Alene says some of them are her nieces and nephews, that 
she raised as her own.  She loves spending time with family.   
Most days Alene stays busy as the director of Green Door 
Ministries, raising funds and distributing needed items to 
families in need.  She does all this because she says she loves 
a challenge.

Monica Walters:  a native of the East African nation 
of Kenya, Monica was born in Nairobi.  She has made her 
home in Texas for many years, and loves it here.  A mother 
and grandmother to 5, Monica believes service to others is 
her calling.  She is active at her church ministering to the 
bereaved, the homeless, and senior citizens.  Monica loves 
spending time with her family, when she has the chance.  

The purpose of the Ms. 
Mature Irving Pageant is 
to spotlight senior women 
and show they are still vital 
members of the community 
with much to contribute. 

The emphasis of the com-
petition is on the total beau-
ty of the contestant, includ-
ing their mind and spirit. 
There are 3 competitions, 
Personality – the contestant 
has three minutes to tell 
about their life, goals, and 
achievements; Talent – the 
contestant does a 2 minute 
and 45 second presentation 
of a song, dance, mono-
logue, or art/craft they excel 
at; and Eveningwear – the 
contestant models an eve-
ning gown/ensemble and 
answers a question from the 
Judges. 

The winner will go on to 
represent Irving and its se-

director of the Green Door 
ministry where I produce 
fundraising for back-to-
school supplies, uniforms, 
and whatever else. I also of-
fer year-round services for 
the community of Irving at 
the Green Door Ministry.

“I still have a lot of hob-
bies that I want to do. I am 
still enjoying and explor-
ing things around Irving. 
I want to write a book and 
cookbooks. I still have some 
things that are still in me. 

“My best friend [Mari-
lyn Wolford] won last year, 
and she kept insisting that 
I should join this year. It 
turns out that I would like 
to encourage other people 
in my age group,” she said. 
“We can still inspire other 
people by doing things like 
exposing ourselves and let-
ting other people know that 
we are viable people that 
can be helping the commu-
nity. 

“I want the opportunity to 
give somebody else inspira-
tion. 

“I’m most excited to be 
among other people that 
will be cheering for us 
during the pageant. I was 
here last year when the 
crowd was cheering, and 
it just seemed like a happy 
place,” Ford said.

Susan Wiese is the young-
est of nine children. She 
has five children and eight 
grandchildren. She was 
born and raised in Mont-
gomery, Alabama. She 
moved to Irving 31 years 
ago.

“For the pageant, I will be 
singing. I was encouraged 
by the winner of Ms. Mature 
Irving 2016, Marilyn Wol-
ford,” Wiese said. “She saw 
me at the concert I was in 
for Veteran’s Day. She came 
up to me and told me that 
I was ‘Ms. Personality and 
you need to be in my pag-
eant.’

“My husband told me last 
year that I should also do 
the pageant, and because I 
had two people encourag-
ing me to join the pageant 

I said, ‘Okay, I think I will.’
“That’s the reason I de-

cided to join. I believe that 
happiness is a choice, and 
we should choose it. Lov-
ing is a choice, and if we do 
that every day, then we’ll be 
happy.

“I just want to do my best, 
and if I’m elected, I want to 
serve Irving to the best of 
my abilities. I want to pro-
mote the city in a profes-
sional manner,” Wiese said. 

Monica Walters was born 
and raised in Kenya. She has 
been living in Irving for 17 
years, and has five children 
and nine grandchildren. 

“I am a caregiver,” Wal-
ters said. “I’ve worked in 
nursing homes and many 
other places. I am retired, 
and most of the things I do 
involve helping the church, 
the Holy Family of Naza-
reth.

“I love to travel and doing 
aerobics in the pool. I also 
love giving service to peo-
ple. 

“I decided to join the 

MS. MATURE 
Continued from Page 1

MEET THE CONTESTANTS35th Annual Irving 
Ms. Mature pageant

nior citizens at various spe-
cial events and meetings 
around the city all year. This 
year’s show will be hosted 
by MCs Cathy Whiteman 
and Doug McAlister. Spe-
cial guest Miss Texas 2017 
Margana Wood will MC the 
Eveningwear presentations. 
In the first half of the show 
she will entertain with her 
pageant winning dance. 

The show will be Friday 
evening, October 6, at 7 
p.m. in the Carpenter The-
ater of the Irving Arts Cen-
ter. Tickets are Adult: $12 
in Advance, $14 at the door; 
Child (12 and Under): $10 
in Advance and $12 at the 
door. Tickets are on sale 
now and are available at 
the Heritage Senior Center 
at 200 S. Jefferson St. in 
Irving, or at the Irving Arts 
Center box office.

Judging the 
pageant

There are three compe-
titions; personality, talent, 
and eveningwear. Scoring 
will range from 0 – 20, with 
20 representing the highest 
possible score for each cat-
egory. There are 15 catego-
ries, for a total of 300 maxi-
mum points. 

The scoring scale goes as 
follows, 1 – 5 is poor, 6 – 10 
is fair, 11 – 15 is good, and 
16 – 20 is excellent. There 
are 5 categories/elements 
to judge on in each compe-
tition. 

In the personality compe-
tition the elements are:

Poise, conversational 
ability, the contestant’s at-
titude and self-confidence, 
the contestants appear-ance 
and wardrobe choice, and 
the value of the contestant’s 
use of their 3 minutes. 

In the talent competition 
the elements are:

The value of the chosen 
talent, creativity, stage pres-
ence, composure, and pre-
sentation. 

In eveningwear the ele-
ments are: 

Poise, choice of formal, 
posture, personal presence, 
and charm.

See MS. MATURE
Page 5
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Irving Noon Day       
Lions Club

Congratulations to the new Ms. Mature Irving! 
We honor our prior recipient Mrs. Carol Schober

Serving the Irving community for 60 years!
        For information call  979-492-7310

OPEN DAILY 11 AM – 10 PM

Best wishes to all of the Ms. Mature contestants! 

LAS COLINAS PLAZA, 4020 N. MACARTHUR BLVD #120
Tom Thumb Plaza

Next door to Midori Japanese Restaurant

F R O Z E N  Y O G U R T

Use the WiFi or watch TV and enjoy SMOO-licious yogurt! 

Ms. Mature Irving 1983
Murline Penter

Ms. Mature Irving 1984
Leona Herman

Ms. Mature Irving 1985
Pam Fincher

Ms. Mature Irving 1986
Paula Cobb

Ms. Mature Irving 1987
Bobbie Williams

Ms. Mature Irving 1988
Jean Evans

Ms. Mature Irving 1989
Lynn Campagna

Ms. Mature  Irving 1990
Vivian Kleinwachter

Ms. Mature Irving 1991
June Pulliam

Ms. Mature Irving 1992
Lucy Harris

Ms. Mature Irving 1993
Delores Crook

Ms. Mature Irving 1994
Jean Cuppernell

Ms. Mature Irving 1995
Daisy Staples

Ms. Mature Irving 1996
Rita Favors

Ms. Mature Irving 1997
Syble Youse

Ms. Mature Irving 1998
Ihna Muskopf

Ms. Mature Irving 1999
Gloria Oliver

Ms. Mature Irving 2000
Carol Schober

Ms. Mature Irving 2001
Jackie Musgrave

Ms. Mature Irving 2002
Joan Eads

Ms. Mature Irving 2003
Mitty Mohon

Ms. Mature Irving 2004
Lauretta Jensen

Ms. Mature Irving 2005
Ana Cochran

Ms. Mature Irving 2006
Sue Borunda

Ms. Mature Irving 2007
Addie Jean Lincoln

Ms. Mature Irving 2008
Jody Smith

Ms. Mature Irving 2009
Julie Grant

Ms. Mature Irving 2010
Ann Danford

Ms. Mature Irving 2011
Mary Little

Ms. Mature Irving 2012
Kay Waters

Ms. Mature Irving 2013
Virginia Gordon

Ms. Mature Irving 2014
Trish Petell

Ms. Mature Irving 2015
Ora Reid

Ms. Mature Irving 2016
Marilyn Wolford

PAST 
MS. MATURE WINNERS

pageant because one day 
when I was walking to the 
swimming pool, Pat Dav-
enport stopped me and 
told me about the pageant,” 
Walters said. “I didn’t even 
know what a pageant was, 
so I told her that I couldn’t 
join what I didn’t know. She 
talked to me and told me to 
just come and have fun, and 
that’s how I ended up here.

“I’m excited, because I 
am going to dance in front 
of a lot of people. If I win, I 
want to work with people to 
see and help with the future 
of the community and how 
it can be improved. 

“I think for now, it’s a 
great opportunity being 
here in front of people and 
doing whatever we can. We 
want to encourage people to 
know how to lead together. 
We should serve one anoth-
er and that can make us go a 
long way. 

“Service to me is neces-
sary. If somebody needs 
help, I will find a way to get 
involved. Serving was my 
main job before I retired. As 
a caregiver, I would help pa-
tients do whatever was diffi-
cult for them to do. Serving 
others means everything to 
me,” Walters said. 

Louise Childs is originally 
from Alberta, British Co-
lumbia. 

“I was in it once before, 
and I enjoyed it. I came in 
second. My friend who had 
been a winner in the past 
encouraged me to join the 
pageant again,” Childs said. 
“I’m looking forward to 
meeting new people. I love 
performing in the commu-
nity theater.

“I came to Irving about 
20 years ago. I ran a day-

Linda Spencer and Cindy 
Jones founded the Ms. Ma-
ture Irving Pageant in 1982. 
The first pageant was held at 
the senior center. Assistant 
Parks and Recreation Direc-
tor Bill Thompson served as 
the M.C. The idea caught 
on, and a great institution 
was born! For the next year 
1983 the pageant moved to 
the Buena Vista Theater and 
was held there for the next 6 
years. The Irving Arts Cen-

A history of 
the pageant

ter opened in 1990, and the 
Carpenter Theater there has 
been home to the Ms. Ma-
ture Irving Pageant since. 

Many exciting things 
have happened during the 
run of the pageant. In 1990 
for example we had to use 
the stage set that was being 
used for the Mrs. America 
Pageant. The largest part 
of this set involved a huge 
set of stairs, which our la-
dies navigated beautiful-
ly! One contestant, Vivian 
Martin-Kleinwachter was 
performing a roller-skating 
routine as her talent. She 
descended the stairs ON 
HER ROLLER SKATES! 
Another example of the 
marvelous things that have 
happened at the Ms. Ma-
ture Irving Pageant was the 
performance at the 1992 
of a young girl singer from 
the Johnny High Music Re-
vue. Her name was Leanne 
Rimes! 

MS. MATURE 
Continued from Page 4

care, and I had 38 kids that 
I looked after. 

“Before retiring, I use to 
do work for the provincial 
government. I did this for 
about 30 years. When my 
daughter told me that she 
was going to have a child, I 
made the decision to move 
to Texas with my husband. 

“I’m mostly excited for 
the thrill of performing in 
front of the audience, get-
ting to know all of the ladies, 
and meeting nice people,” 
Childs said.

Sponsored by Heritage 
Senior Center of the City of 
Irving Parks and Recreation 
Department, the pageant 
will take place at the Irving 
Arts Center on Oct. 6, at 7 
p.m. 

GETTING PAGEANT READY: Irving Ms. Mature organizer, Pat Davenport (left), helps get the contestants prepare for the upcoming 
pageant. /Photo by Rachel Hawkins

Based on the example 
of the Ms. Mature Irving 
Pageant, many other se-
nior pageants have come 
to life. Pageants in San An-
gelo, San Antonio, Abilene, 
and Corpus Christi have 
been founded, as well as 
the state pageant itself. Our 
representatives have per-
formed admirably, winning 
the state pageant in 1991 
(Vivian Kleinwachter) and 
winning the talent compe-
tition in the national pag-
eant (Vivian again with her 
rollerskating). This will be 
our 35th year of honoring 
senior ladies. All of the Ms. 
Matures have been exam-
ples of what is best in se-
nior women. These lovely 
ladies are vital members of 
the community with a lot 
to contribute. It is our hope 
that we will continue show-
casing them throughout the 
21st Century and beyond.

This vision is the moti-
vation behind NorthTex-
asFamilies.org (NTXF). 
Founded by Dallas’ 
116-year-old nonprofit, 
ChildCareGroup, NTXF is a 
comprehensive database in 
the form of a mobile-friend-
ly website connecting fam-
ilies with resources, ser-
vices and benefits. NTXF 
provides information on 
community resources from: 
early childhood programs, 
education, parenting sup-
port, health, food, transpor-
tation, finance, work and 
legal services. There is no 
comparable tool in the area 
giving families a central ac-
cess point to all of these ser-
vices.

Prior to NorthTexasFami-
lies.org, families and service 
providers would become 
frustrated and discouraged 
trying to piece together ac-

Families have 
access to database 
for social services

curate information on com-
munity resources that could 
help them build healthy and 
productive lives. 

“ChildCareGroup uses 
a holistic, two generation 
approach in our work with 
young children and their 
families. Providing chil-
dren with a quality early 
education is not enough; we 
must also ensure that their 
parents have access to the 
other services and resources 
they need to be healthy and 
more self-sufficient,” said 
ChildCareGroup CEO, Tori 
Mannes. “NorthTexasFam-
ilies.org provides a solution 
for parents who need to find 
services for their families 
and for the social workers 
or case managers at area 
nonprofits who wish to refer 
their clients to other com-
munity agencies. We look 
forward to working with 
our nonprofit partners to 
expand the NTXF site and 
collaborate more strategi-
cally to improve the lives of 
North Texas families.” 

Established in 1901, 
ChildCareGroup’s mission 
is to promote, deliver and 
expand the best early care 
and education programs for 

Children do 
better when 
parents do bet-
ter. When fami-
lies succeed, 
the community 
thrives. 

See SOCIAL SERVICES
Page 10



Page 6 September 30, 2017     www.RamblerNewspapers.com

CLASSIFIEDS

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-9996

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE CONTINUATION OF CHAPTER 56 
OF THE CODE OF CIVIL AND CRIMINAL ORDINANCES OF THE CITY 
OF IRVING, TEXAS, REGARDING CURFEW HOURS FOR MINORS; 
PROVIDING THE DEFINITION OF TERMS; PROVIDING A CURFEW 
FROM 12:01 A.M. UNTIL 6:00 A.M. OF ANY MONDAY, TUESDAY, 
WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY, OR FRIDAY AND FROM 1:00 A.M. UNTIL 
6:00 A.M. ON ANY SATURDAY AND SUNDAY FOR PERSONS UNDER 
SEVENTEEN (17) YEARS OF AGE; CREATING OFFENSES FOR 
MINORS, PARENTS, AND GUARDIANS OF MINORS, AND BUSINESS 
ESTABLISHMENTS VIOLATING CURFEW REGULATIONS; PROVIDING 
DEFENSES; PROVIDING FOR ENFORCEMENT BY THE POLICE 
DEPARTMENT; PROVIDING FOR WAIVER BY THE MUNICIPAL COURT 
OF JURISDICTION OVER A MINOR WHEN REQUIRED UNDER THE 
TEXAS FAMILY CODE; PROVIDING A PENALTY NOT TO EXCEED 
$500.00; AND PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE.

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-9968

ZONING CASE NO. ZC17-0035
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – R-6

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, 
TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND 
DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE MEYER ACRES 
ADDITION, AND LOCATED AT 718 HILLTOP DRIVE, MORE FULLY 
AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; 
ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM R-MF-
2 MULTIFAMILY DISTRICT USE UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS 
AMENDED TO R-6 SINGLE FAMILY DISTRICT USE UNDER ORDINANCE 
NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO 
AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS 
AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE 
OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; 
PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; 
DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE 
PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING 
THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF 
THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; 
PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-9997

ZONING CASE NO. ZC16-0022
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-2

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, 
TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND 
DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE ELWOOD 
ADDITION, AND LOCATED AT 528 ENGLISH STREET, MORE FULLY 
AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; 
ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM 
R-6 SINGLE FAMILY DISTRICT USE UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, 
AS AMENDED TO S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR R-6 USES 
UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN 
ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR 
SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND 
USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF 
THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL 
WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL 
OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES 
OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND 
PROVIDING A PENALTY.
PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
IRVING, TEXAS, on September 21, 2017.

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-9999

ZONING CASE NO. ZC17-0056
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-2

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, 
TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND 
DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE STAYERS 5 ADDITION 
AND THE BROWNS 3RD ADDITION, AND LOCATED AT 401, 405 AND 
409 SOUTH O’CONNOR ROAD, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY 
DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE 
IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT 
USE FOR R-MF-2 MULTIFAMILY USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, 
AS AMENDED TO S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR R-6 USES 
UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN 
ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR 
SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND 
USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF 
THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL 
WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL 
OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES 
OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND 
PROVIDING A PENALTY.

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
IRVING, TEXAS, on September 21, 2017.

RICHARD H. STOPFER, MAYOR

ATTEST: Shanae Jennings, City Secretary

APPROVED AS TO FORM: Kuruvilla Oommen, City Attorney

T e c h m a g i x ,  I n c . 
seeks Software Developer 
Applications (TSDA17): 
Master’s only/Bachelor’s+5 
yr. exp./ equiv: Develop, 
create and modify computer 
application software. Mail 
resumes with Job ID#: HR, 
1300 Walnut Hill Lane, Suite 
150, Irving, TX 75038. Travel 
to unanticipated work sites 
throughout the U.S. Foreign 
equiv. accepted.

ENGINEER –  WEB & 
MOBILE

ADT LLC has an opening in 
Irving, TX for an Engineer – 
Web & Mobile.

Develop, design, maintain, 
test, install, & provide high-
level support  of  hybrid 
mobile & web apps. Provide 
tech .  exper t i se  in  the 
development of specs. Code, 
test, & debug software, & 
p e r f o r m  m a i n t e n a n c e 
&  e n h a n c e m e n t s  t o 
software. Assist in post-
implementation support 
& system enhancements. 
Assist in the dev./support 
of software user manuals & 
test plans. Resolve issues 
to assure delivery of IT 
solutions.

Must possess at least a 
master ’s or its equiv. in 
Comp. Sci, IT, Comp Engrg 
or rel. field. Any suitable 
combo of ed., training &/or 
exp. would be acceptable. 
Must possess: coursework w/ 
automated testing tools & unit 
testing tools; demonstrable 
skills in app. development, 
incl. Android & Web apps; 
coursework w/mobile app. 
development, incl. Java, 
HTML, CSS, JavaScript, & 
software development; & 
coursework w/ algorithms & 
data structures.

Fwd resume to Kim Di 
Fruscia, ADT LLC, 1501 
Yamato Road, Boca Raton, 
FL 33431.

Eminence Consulting Inc., 
seeks Software Developer 
Applications (ECSDA17): 
M a s t e r ’ s + 1  y r  e x p . /
Bachelor’s+5 yr. exp./equiv: 
J2EE, Java, JMS, Java 
Mail, Spring, Hibernate. Mail 
resumes with Job ID#: HR, 
1300 Walnut Hill Lane, Suite 
160, Irving, TX 75038. Travel 
to unanticipated work sites 
throughout the U.S. Foreign 
equiv. accepted.

LEGALS

EMPLOYMENT

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR
Stayer Addition No. 5 Revised (PL17-0024)

PUBLIC NOTICE BEFORE THE PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 
OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, TO CONSIDER RESUBDIVISION OR 
REPLATTING OF A RECORDED SUBDIVISION WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS 
OF IRVING, DALLAS COUNTY, TEXAS.

Notice is hereby given that a public hearing will be held by the Planning 
and Zoning Commission of the City of Irving, Texas in the City Council 
Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Boulevard, Irving, Texas, to consider 
resubdivision or replatting of recorded subdivisions as hereinafter described:

Stayer Addition No. 5 Revised (PL17-0024)
Being a replat of Lot 3, Block A, Stayer Addition No. 5 and Lot 5, Block A, 
A. Otis Brown Third Addition.  This property is located at 401, 405 and 409 
S. O’Connor Road and is zoned S-P-2 for  R-6 (Single Family) district. 

The public hearing will be held at the following time:  

Planning and Zoning Commission: Monday, October 16, 2017, 7 p.m.

All citizens or interested parties desiring to be heard concerning this 
replat may speak.  State law requires that the owners of property within 
a residential subdivision be notified if another property within the same 
subdivision is proposed to be replatted.  State law also requires that the 
Planning and Zoning Commission must approve a plat that complies with 
the City’s Subdivision regulations.

The applications are on file for public examination in the Planning and 
Community Development Department at 825 West Irving Boulevard, Irving, 
Texas. For additional information, please contact the Department at (972) 
721-2424. Please reference the name of the plat or the case number when 
requesting information.

Freelance 
Writers Wanted

For more information call
972-870-1992

By Daisy Silos
Music lovers were invit-

ed to an ice cream social to 
get the latest scoop on the 
upcoming season for Enter-
tainment Series Irving (ESI) 
at the Texas Musicians 
Museum on Sunday, Sept. 
24. Formerly known as 
Community Concerts, ESI 
kicked off its 62nd season 
with the second Sundaes 
on Sunday event, which 
featured live musical enter-
tainment by local pianist 
Scott Loehr. 

“We started this ice cream 
social event last year to kick 
off our season and to pub-
licize our 61st season,” said 
president of ESI, Michael 
Hill. “It was such a good 
success that we thought we 
would do it again this year. 
It’s an opportunity for the 

Ice cream social shares 
scoop on upcoming season

community to come out 
and get to know us a little 
bit, find out what ESI is all 
about, find out what the 
season is going to be for the 
coming year, and hopefully 
add some more members to 
our roster.”

The ESI 2017-2018 sea-
son will start on Friday, Oct. 
20 with Ricki Derek and his 
Big Band. The season will 
also feature performances 
from Allan Conner, Kraig 
Parker, Duo Baldo, and 
wrap up with a John Denver 
Tribute. 

“Every year we build a 
season of four or five shows. 
We bring artists from 
around the country and 
international artists,” Hill 
said. “Our artists tend to be 
groups of performers that 
wouldn’t be similar to what 

we already have in Irving. 
We have Main Stage where 
they have theater produc-
tions, and we have three dif-
ferent symphonies in Irving, 
so we try to bring in artists 
who would be a little differ-
ent than what Irving already 
has to offer.”

One of the 
most antic-
ipated per-
formances of 
the season is 
Kraig Park-
er. Parker 
will be re-
turning this 
season for a 
special El-
vis Birthday 
Celebration 
concert en-
titled, “The 
King Lives!”

“This sea-
son we have 
Kraig Parker 
returning as 
an extra con-
cert,” said treasurer for ESI, 
Tom Caperton. “When he 
performs for us, it’s always 
around Elvis’ birthday, and 
that’s a big hit, especially 
with the ladies.”

In addition to enjoying 
free ice cream and cookies, 
attendees had the oppor-
tunity to peruse the Texas 
Musicians Museum. 

“We are excited that we’re 
partnering with the Texas 
Musicians Museum,” Hill 
said. “This is our second 
year to do that, so commu-
nity members and residents 
can come out and get to visit 
the museum which is pret-
ty cool. Last year, the event 

ICE CREAM FOR ENTERTAINMENT: Entertainment Series of Irving (ESI) board member Shareen Altum hands ice cream to one of the 
attendees of the Sundaes on Sunday ice cream social. /Photo by Daisy Silos

was actually in the front, so 
it was kind of an option if 
they wanted to see the mu-
seum. This year, the event is 
actually in the museum so 
we’re excited about that.”

The museum is home to 
artifacts and memorabilia 

of musi-
cal artists 
from Tex-
as ranging 
from Desti-
ny’s Child, 
Selena and 
even Barney 
which was 
filmed in 
Las Colinas. 
Lydia Curiel 
attended the 
ice cream 
social with 
her daugh-
ter because 
they share a 
love for mu-
sic. Curiel 
thought the 
event was 

fabulous, and the museum 
was the perfect location for 
it. 

“This is my first time at 
this museum, but it won’t be 
the last time,” Curiel said. 
“It’s a beautiful museum. 
I’m familiar with a lot of the 
players from way back in the 
‘60s when I used to go out 
clubbing back when I was 
younger. These are some of 
my favorite artists.”

The ice cream social 
closed off with two raffle 
drawings for season tickets 
to the concerts and tickets 
to the State Fair of Texas.

"It's an opportunity 
for the community to 
come out and get to 
know us a little bit, 

find out what ESI is all 
about, find out what 
the season is going to 

be for the coming year, 
and hopefully add 

some more members 
to our roster.”

Michael Hill
President, ESI
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Rambler Newspapers
is currently seeking 

inquisitive individuals 
with experience in:

Editing
Writing

Photography

To apply send resume, clips and
image samples to: 

staceys@ramblernewspapers.net
For more information call  972-

870-1992

Freelancers
Needed

(972) 870-1992 
joes@ramblernewspapers.netOBITUARIES

DEATH NOTICES

Callisto
Hi I am Callisto! I am a beautiful 3 year old with awesome black 
and red fur. I am a real lover. In fact when you get me out of my 
cage I will rub around your legs and purr really loud. But I still am 
young enough to love to play. So please come by and let's get 
better acquainted.

Blizzard Buddy
Hi. My name is Blizzard. I'm about 2 years old, and was rescued from another shelter. 
They say I'm a Terrier, Pit mix, and I do have the calm personality of the breed. Peo-
ple asked where I get my spots. Who knows, maybe I'm part Pointer. I am a curious, 
sweet and friendly boy. I get a little excited around other dogs, but I love people. I'm 
great on a leash, but I've not been taught a lot of commands. I love meeting new 
people, and cannot wait to start my next chapter of life with a loving family. So if you 
have room in your heart and home, come see me. 

Jean Ann Brown, 76, of 
Irving, died at a local 
Nursing Home on Tuesday, 
September 19, 2017. She 
was born on January 8, 
1941 in Chicago, Illinois 
to Peter Alfred and Anna 
Marie (Baumert) Johnson. 
Jean was Valedictorian of 
Irving High School’s class 
of 1958 and later worked 
as a legal secretary. She 
married Charles  Loyd 
Brown December 27, 1968. 
He preceded her in death 
on May 4, 2016. Survivors 
include daughter, Laurie 
Hodge and husband Philip 
of Little Elm; son, Ricky 
Sebastian of Irving; step-
son, Gary Nash Brown and 
wife Sherry of Fort Worth; 
s tep-daughter,  Debbie 
Campbell and husband 
Doug of Marble Falls; five 
grandchildren; six great-
grandchildren; and sister, 
Suzy Harrison of Bedford. 
Jean enjoyed oil painting, 
s inging in  the church 
choir, playing bells in the 
church bell choir, square 

dancing and in earlier years 
she enjoyed snow skiing, 
camping and hiking. She 
was a member of the First 
United Methodist Church 
in Irving.  A memorial 
service will be held on 
Tuesday, September 26th at 
12:30 p.m. at First United 
Methodist Church, 211 West 
Third Street, Irving, Texas. 
Rev. Sammy Hargrove will 
officiate. Burial will follow 
at 2:30 p.m. Tuesday at 
Dallas-Fort Worth National 
Cemetery, 2000 Mountain 
Creek Parkway, Dallas, 
Texas 75211.

JEAN ANN BROWN

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

Jeff Terry – March 16, 1956 – Sept. 22, 2017
Yancy Brazier – April 20, 1931 – Sept. 23, 2017

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

Patrick “Pat” Tinning – Aug. 25, 1979 – Sept. 25, 2017
Raymond Joseph “Ray” Dibble – Sept. 20, 1939 – Sept. 24, 2017

By Alan Fleck
The Irving-Las Colinas 

Chamber of Commerce 
hosted a discussion on a 
topic drawing major atten-
tion in Congress – health 
care. 

A panel of experts gath-
ered for a breakfast pro-
gram at Christus Health 
headquarters in Irving on 
Thursday, Sept. 21. The top-
ic was “Health Care Reform: 
What Does the Future Look 
Like?”

Panelists talked about 
current trends, such as 
moving from a physi-
cian-centered industry to a 
patient-centric one, which 
gives patients more say in 

Future of health care reform remains murky

their treatment. Patients 
today are empowered with 
more data, and many re-
main distrustful of medi-
cal personnel, even though 
those in the medical field 
have gone to medical school 
for years to provide their 
diagnoses. Another trend is 
making medical informa-
tion mobile in the digital 
age. Patients want every-
thing, everywhere and yes-
terday.

Gary Socha, vice pres-
ident of HealthMarkets 
Insurance Agency spoke 
about the health insurance 
exchanges, high premiums, 
and the continued exit of 
providers from the market 

place. In the past 20 years, 
health care options have 
grown to provide the most 
benefit-rich plans ever, So-
cha said. Nearly every plan 
now has maternity care and 
wellness care, and many 
plans also now have mental 
health coverage. However, 
access remains a struggle 
which may depend on polit-
ical solutions. In Dallas-Fort 
Worth, only three major 
carriers are continuing to 
provide benefits, including 
Blue Cross Blue Shield. 

An opportunity for every-
one to build their own ideal 
health care plan and send it 
to the President and Con-
gress now exists through 

the website: ourcarebill.
org. The website asks for 
the user’s choices of differ-
ent aspects of their ideal 
healthcare. Once the survey 
is completed, the site allows 
the user to send his or her 
own individual health care 
plan to the Administration. 
The message emphasized 
on the website is that ulti-
mately, it is not Obamacare 
or Trumpcare, but Ourcare.

“The future of healthcare 
reform is murky,” Cindy 
Schamp, the president of 
Baylor Scott & White Med-
ical Center – Irving, said. 
“How can we bring costs 
down and execute faster? 
Will that happen inside or 
outside the health care in-
dustry? It feels too slow. 

“We need to have the 
health care industry work-
ing inside large, integrated 
networks like Baylor Scott 
& White has done with its 
Quality Alliance in order 
to drive care costs down. 
We did that with our own 
employees first. We felt 
we could not make a state-
ment about improving care 
around the country without 
taking care of our own peo-
ple first.”

Kelly Cook, former Glob-
al Vice President of Com-
mercial Markets for Unisys 
Corporation, expressed 
his concerns about what 
is progressing us forward 
and what is holding us back 
from health care reforms. 
Cook emphasized there are 
nice-to-haves and have-
to-haves, and the progress 
on have-to-haves, such as 
interconnectivity to share 
information, has been ex-
tremely slow. Right now, 
many smaller locations are 
only connecting with oth-
er small locations on their 
own unique networks, when 
the focus should be get-
ting everyone connected to 
everyone else. Once inter-
connectivity exists between 
all health care providers, 
data management and data 
mining can happen and all 
doctors will be able to de-
termine what medications 
will work based on every pa-
tient’s specific background. 
The future may also include 
artificial intelligence and 
robotics, but only after the 
required infrastructure and 
interconnectivity are pro-
vided first.

“Health care is compli-
cated,” said moderator 
Britt Berrett, director of the 
Center of Healthcare Lead-

ership and Management at 
UT Dallas. “Innovations will 
continue to come through, 
but key leaders must be 
involved. Consumers will 
demand exceptional care 
and must be engaged.” Britt 
also said there is not anoth-
er country that gives better 
quality health care than the 
United States.

Asked if anything was 
missed during the discus-
sion, panelists said the top-
ics of rationing care and 
preventative care were men-
tioned but not discussed 
further since time ran out in 
the program. But each pan-
elist provided their closing 
thoughts:

“Forty-seven percent of 
the United States popula-
tion cannot handle a $400 
hospital bill. Something fun-
damental needs to be done 
differently to transform 
health care so that it lives 

on,” said Keith Thurgood, 
PH.D., clinical professor of 
Healthcare Leadership and 
Management, University of 
Texas at Dallas.

“Having a good health 
care plan is very import-
ant,” said Gary Socha. 
“More health care carriers 
are needed back in the mar-
ketplace so consumers have 
more choices.”

“We spend so much mon-
ey at ‘end of life,’” said Cin-
dy Schamp. “Medically, we 
do it because we can, not 
because we should. What 
you want may not be what 
I want.” 

“Telemedicine and tele-
care will become more 
widespread in the next five 
years,” said Kelly Cook.

“Those in the health care 
industry need to quicken 
their pace and find solu-
tions,” said Britt Berrett.

AVID Club welcomes 
new kids on the block

Many Hurricane Harvey 
evacuees who ended up in 
Irving were placed at the 
Lively Pointe Youth Center 
just across the street from 
Irving High School. 

In an effort to make 
their “new neighbors” feel 
welcome and a part of the 
community, several of the 
school’s organizations, 
led by AVID Club and its 
president Alejandro Ibarra 
and vice president Jahayra 
Mejia Chavez, banded to-
gether to organize a benefit 
event held in the school’s 
gym. A hot dog dinner was 
provided for all evacuees. 

In addition, FCCLA spear-
headed a donation drive 
that collected toiletries and 
other donations to benefit 
evacuees through Irving 
Cares. Volleyball players 
served as referees of staff vs. 

students volleyball games, 
and the band and drill team 
performed. The groups have 
raised more than $1,000 to 
be donated to Irving Cares.

SOURCE Irving ISD

WARM COMMUNITY WELCOME: AVID Club and FCCLA members were among the many Irving High 
School student organizations that banded together to orchestrate a benefit event for Hurricane Harvey evacuees staying 
in the shelter across the street from their school. The event included staff vs. students volleyball games, a hot dog dinner, 
a donation drive, and performances by the band and drill team. /Photo contributed
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their infor-
mation on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving 
Rambler will have accurate information. Listings 
are limited to the Organization’s name, meeting 
location and time. If an organization wishes to have 
more information than the free listing offers, we will 
continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.
(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Evening Lions Club

1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm
Community Bible Church

2301 Texas Drive
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Hallelujah Pool Players

Every Wed. @ Noon
Heritage Senior Center

200 S Jefferson St., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month 
7:30 to 9 PM

Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
Irving Democrats

Every second Tuesday of month at 7pm
Midori Japanese Restaurant

4020 N. MacArthur Blvd, #120 
Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Every second Tuesday of month at 7:30pm

132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm 
IHOP on Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Chateau on Wildbriar Lake

1515 Hard Rock Road
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS

* It was anti-apartheid activist, Nobel Peace Prize 
winner and South African president Nelson Mandela 
who made the following sage observation: “If you 
want to make peace with your enemy, you have 
to work with your enemy. Then he becomes your 
partner.”

* In 1946, there were only 10,000 privately owned 
television sets in the United States. By 1952, that 
number had grown to 12 million.

* Those who study such things say that the mouth of 
an anteater is only an inch wide. 

* Alexander III of Macedon earned the moniker Alex-
ander the Great by embarking on an unprecedented 

military campaign in Asia and north Africa after he became king at the 
age of 20. By the time he was 30, his empire stretched from Greece to 
present-day India. One of the things that made his army different is that 
he required his soldiers to be clean-shaven. He felt that during battle, 
beards made a convenient handhold and could be grabbed by their 
enemies.

* You might be surprised to learn that there is no such thing as a poison-
ous snake. Of course, there are venomous snakes. What’s the differ-
ence, you may ask. Well, something that is poisonous has detrimental 
effects when you ingest it -- for example, poisonous mushrooms. As a 
general rule, eating snake meat won’t hurt you. Because snakes inject 
the toxin into your bloodstream, they’re venomous. 
***
Thought for the Day: “A writer -- and I believe, generally all persons -- 
must think that whatever happens to him or her is a resource. All things 
have been given to us for a purpose, and an artist must feel this more 
intensely. All that happens to us, including our humiliations, our misfor-
tunes, our embarrassments, all is given to us as raw material, as clay, 
so that we may shape our art.” --Jorge Luis Borges

1. ANATOMY: Where is the muscle 
called latissimus dorsi located in the 
human body?
2. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: When did 
the last Ice Age end?

3. RELIGION: What do the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse 
represent in the Book of Revelation?
4. GAMES: What color of clothing does Princess Peach wear in 
the Mario Brothers video games?
5. GEOGRAPHY: What business is London’s Fleet Street 
associated with?
6. U.S. STATES: Which state’s official song is “Yankee Doodle”?
7. TELEVISION: What comedy show introduced the McKenzie 
Brothers?
8. MUSIC: How many characters were represented in the 
Village People disco group?
9. LITERATURE: How does the following proverb end: “Beggars 
can’t ... “?
10. HISTORY: What kind of plane did Charles Lindbergh fly 
across the Atlantic Ocean in 1927?

Answers
1. In the back
2. About 11,700 years ago
3. Pestilence (or conquest), war, 
famine and death
4. Pink
5. The British national press
6. Connecticut
7. “SCTV”
8. Six
9. “... be choosers.”
10. The Spirit of St. Louis was a 
single-engine, single-propeller 
monoplane

ANSWER KEY
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SILVER TICKET WINNER: Irving Cares participant, Landa Parker, shows off the prize she won as part of the Silver Ticket game. In the Silver Ticket game, the goal 
was to win the centerpiece containing the silver ticket. /Photo by Daisy Silos

WORSHIP ADS

To list your house of worship 
in the Rambler, please contact 
Joe at  972-870-1992 or  joes@

ramblernewspapers.net

UNITY CHURCH

Unity of Irving
Sunday Morning Services:

9:30 AM Adult Class
11:00 AM Service

& Children’s Church
Reverend Frank Pounders

and Reverend Margaret Pound-
ers

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 
75061

972-253-5083
unitychurchofirving.com

First United Methodist 
Church 

211 W. Third,  75060
972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.

org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

Dr. Jack Wallace, Senior Pastor
Sammy Hargrove, Associate 

Pastor Emeritus

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

First Church of Christ, 
Scientist

2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 
75061

972-253-7202
www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-

1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-

0476
access code 884879

For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 
75061

1st Century Christianity in the 
21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 

p.m.
Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.

972-790-8606 
www.BeltLineChurch.com

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W. Airport Freeway Irving Tx
972-255-4185

www.ppumc.org

UNITED METHODIST

WORSHIP

Sunday Morning 
Worship
8:30 a.m.

Traditional 
Communion Service

Holy Communion every Sunday

9:15 a.m.
Non-Traditional Service

Plymouth Park Praise Band

11:00 a.m.
Traditional Service

Chancel Choir

Dr. William E. La Barr, 
Senior Pastor

Dr. Rusty Hedges, Associate Pastor

We're holding a place for you!

PLYMOUTH PARK 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

1615 W. Airport Freeway, 
Irving, Texas 75062

972-255-4185

For more details go to www.ppumc.org

Subscribe 
to the  

Rambler
(972) 870-1992

IRVING CARES
Continued from Page 1

lives.”
One of the highlights of 

the night was the start of 
the live auction which be-
gan with a game called, Sil-
ver Ticket. The goal of the 
game is to find the silver 
ticket which gives the lucky 
winner a choice of any item 
from the live auction before 
it begins. In previous years, 
the game was limited to only 
99 people on a first come, 
first served basis with the 
winner getting their choice 
of any live auction item and 
the rest leaving home with 
just a novelty ring. This year, 
the game was made avail-
able to anyone who wanted 

to participate, and everyone 
went home with something. 
For $60, attendees had the 
opportunity to purchase a 
birthday present that was 
used as a table centerpiece. 
One centerpiece contained 
the silver ticket.

“This year, since we dec-
orated with birthday pres-
ents, we decided to put 
something in them so ev-
erybody gets something. 
It’s a lot of fun, and again 
it goes to support Irving 
Cares,” said development 
director for Irving Cares, 
Heather Newell. “The sale 
of one box feeds six families 
for a week. Ten boxes can 

help someone find a job and 
have them be self-sufficient 
and not even need our ser-
vices anymore.” 

Guests also signed a birth-
day banner on their way 
out, thanking Irving Cares 
for their years of service and 
wishing them many more. 

“We really appreciate the 
support of the community,” 
Newell said. “We would not 
have made it through 60 
years without the wonder-
ful spirit and heart in this 
community, and hope we’re 
here for another 60 years.”

#myIrvingISD 
ensures students are 
college, career ready

Approximately 1,800 Ir-
ving ISD students, parents 
and staff attended the dis-
trict’s annual College and 
Career Night, held Sept. 19 
at Singley Academy. There 
were 135 representatives 
providing information on 

colleges, universities and 
technical schools from 
across the United States, 
and 275 people attended 
financial aid presentations, 
offered in both English and 
Spanish.

SOURCE Irving ISD

MacArthur students 
make all-region band

Five MacArthur musicians 
received positions in this 
year’s Texas Music Educa-
tors Association (TMEA) 
Region 20 All-Region Jazz 
Band. 

As part of the honor, the 
students will work with clini-
cians Jonathan Adamo and 
Micah Bell and perform with 
other young musicians in a 
free concert this December. 
Sophomores David Olguin 
and Kevin Smith (2nd Ten-
or) and senior Jacob Worrall 
(Bari Sax) made jazz band 

1 as well as All-Area, put-
ting them one step closer 
to a possible place in the 
All-State band. Sophomore 
Erik Cruz (Bass Trombone 
1) and senior Brian Tafran 
(2nd Trombone) also made 
jazz band 2.

SOURCE Irving ISD

Subscribe 
to the  

Rambler
(972) 870-1992



Page 10 September 30, 2017     www.RamblerNewspapers.com

1First-time visitors and local residents only. Certain restrictions apply. $28 minimum value. At participating studios only. See studio for details. Orangetheory®, OTF® and other Orangetheory® 
marks are registered trademarks of Ultimate Fitness Group LLC. © Copyright 2016 Ultimate Fitness Group LLC and/or its affiliates. 2Including the afterburn. Individual results may vary. 3Based 

on intensity level, participants can burn an expected average of 15-20% more calories above their standard resting calorie burn.

OTF Las Colinas | 7640 N. MacArthur Blvd., Suite 5 | Irving, TX 75063 | 214.716.0554

•  BURN 500+ CALORIES IN 60 MINUTES*

•  KEEP BURNING CALORIES FOR UP TO 36 HOURS*

•  COACH-LED GROUP WORKOUTS
•  FOR ALL FITNESS LEVELS

Orangetheory®, OTF® and other Orangetheory® marks are registered trademarks of Ultimate Fitness Group LLC. ©Copyright 2017 Ultimate Fitness Group LLC and/or its affiliates.  
First-time visitors and local residents only. Certain restrictions apply. *Visit orangetheoryfitness.com/termsofuse for additional information.

FIND OUT MORE AT ORANGETHEORYFITNESS.COM

CALL 214.716.0554  
JOIN NOW – ENJOY SPECIAL PRE-OPENING MEMBERSHIP RATES

 THE WORLD’S BEST
 ONE-HOUR WORKOUT

IS COMING!
Sign up today and save. As a founding member, you get a special 
pre-opening membership rate. Plus, your low rate is locked in for as 
long as you’re a member. But this rate only lasts until the doors open, 
so don’t delay.

IN GOD WE TRUST

Visit Our Other Locations
WATAUGA

5921 Denton Hwy.
Metro (817) 498-7079

MANSFIELD
310 Mitchell Rd.

Metro (817) 477-3383

(972) 253-7335
425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

Hours: Mon - Sat 5:30 AM - 3:30 PM / Sun 7:00 AM - 3:30 PM

Watch 

for details 

in the 
Rambler

Join us for our 
celebration to 50!

Where Irving 
Meets and Eats

 to 502 years

PESTS
Continued from Page 3

derstanding of crapemyrtle 
bark scale biology.

“We also will evaluate al-
ternative hosts and feeding 
preference for future plant 
selection and development,” 
she said.

Ultimately, the study will 
seek ways to improve the 
understanding of consum-
er and industry preferences 
and how that impacts crape-
myrtle sales, Gu said.

“We are going to devel-
op a two-way information 
pipeline for monitoring this 
pest by training volunteers 

and commercial/profes-
sional stakeholders, having 
a Best Management Practic-
es training curriculum and 
creating an outreach net-
work,” she said.

Gu said it’s important to 
map where the crapemyrtle 
bark scale infestation is, in-
cluding where it is on other 
plants, so volunteers will be 
encouraged to learn about 
the pest and how to report 
their sightings.

An infestation map has al-
ready been developed, and 
learning where outbreaks 

are will help the industry 
be on the lookout and “nip 
problems in the bud” more 
quickly, Gu noted.

“The overall goal to man-
age this pest will contribute 
to the long-term profitabil-
ity and sustainability of 
crapemyrtle production and 
landscape uses,” she said. 
“And it will help protect 
against future risks to oth-
er commodities from this 
pest.”

children, parents and ear-
ly childhood professionals. 
Over the years, the organi-
zation realized that fami-

lies face many separate but 
related challenges that im-
pact their ability to achieve 
greater self-sufficiency. For 

example, without reliable 
transportation and access 
to affordable child care, 
how can a parent sustain a 
job or pursue an education? 
The sharp decline in median 
income, lack of affordable 
housing and transportation 
has resulted in more neigh-
borhoods with concentrated 
poverty.

According to Mayor Raw-
lings’s Task Force on Pover-
ty, Dallas families are facing 
poverty. 

31% of Dallas County chil-
dren are living in poverty 

Over 50% of Dallas 
households make less 
than $50,000 per year (of 
which 28% make less than 
$25,000 per year)

48% of Dallas County res-
idents have a high school 
diploma or less

61% of Dallas County 
households are single-par-
ent homes.

ChildCareGroup created 
the comprehensive data-
base using the technology 
of Austin-based company, 
Aunt Bertha, and custom-
ized search categories to 
specifically serve families. 
Users may search the site by 
city, county, zip code or area 
of need. The search results 
provide program and con-
tact information on service 
providers throughout North 
Texas. Funding for North-
TexasFamilies.org was pro-
vided by Carl & Florence 
E. King Foundation and 
Communities Foundation 
of Texas. ChildCareGroup 
will partner with providers 
throughout North Texas to 
continually update their in-
formation on the site so to 
better serve families and in-
crease community impact. 

SOURCE ChildCareGroup

SOCIAL SERVICES
Continued from Page 5
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