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WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

Main Location:
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Irving, 75061

Other Locations:

Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri   8:00 AM–5:00 PM

972-253-4200972-253-4200
www.mscitx.comwww.mscitx.com

After Hours Clinic:
No appointment necessary 
Mon-Fri 5:00 PM–9:00 PM

Sat & Sun 9:00 AM–4:00 PM 

Lab & Radiology:
Mon-Fri 7:30 AM–5:30 PM

Not available for After Hours Clinic

Valdez Clinic:
3501 N. MacArthur Blvd #400

Tuscan Cardiovascular Center:
701 Tuscan Dr #205

Las Colinas:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #250

OB/GYN:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #255

Baylor MOBI:
2001 N. MacArthur Blvd. #425
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PREPAREDNESS

See TRAINING, Page 5

By Phil Cerroni
After being overshadowed by higher-profile 

projects for almost two decades, the little stretch 
of Hunter Ferrell Rd. between Story Rd. and 
MacArthur Blvd. received a face lift, literally. 
What was once a windy, provincial byway that 
drivers could count on to flood whenever it 
rained, is now an elevated, four-lane divided 
thoroughfare, with a new bridge on Irving’s 
border with Grand Prairie. 

The sentiment at the Nov. 8 ribbon cutting 
was one of unmitigated, collaborative, success. 
The three year, $25 million construction project 
required to transform this stretch of asphalt into 

a modern roadway called for extensive coop-
eration between the cities of Irving and Grand 
Prairie as well as the North Texas Council of 
Governments (NTOG) and Dallas County. 

“When you get all these acronyms and all 
these cities together, you know you’ve got a suc-
cessful project when you finish it.” said Irving 
City Councilman, Brad LaMorgese. “A lot is 
said about regionalism in this case literally put-
ting the money where the mouth is in getting a 
project that is needed to be done, done.”

Although many Irving residents may never 
drive this part of Hunter Ferrell, the improve-

Road improvement project
reflects regional teamwork

Large-scale exercise 
trains first responders 
for urban catastrophe
By Phil Cerroni

Except for what seemed like miles of yellow police tape, Irving’s 
Stipes Elementary was very quiet on Nov. 9. The only sound was the 
rustling of leaves in the cool, autumn breeze. Suddenly, half a dozen 
shots broke the silence like thunderclaps followed by deafening 
screams erupting from two dozen hostages in the school cafeteria. 

Less than a minute later, two SWAT teams rounded corners 
at both ends of the hallway, quickly subduing the hostage-taker 
standing guard. The officers’ momentum carried them, yelling, into 
the cafeteria where stunned hostages huddled on the floor. The of-
ficers’ pace slowed as they provided close quarter force protection 
for EMS personnel who arrived moments later and began sorting 
the dead from the living, administering medical aid to the sobbing 
victims sitting in pools of blood and carnage on the floor. It was 
over in 10 minutes. 

EOD (Explosive Ordinance Disposal) took control of the situa-
tion and inspected backpacks for explosives, detonating suspicious 
knapsacks with a water cannon.

This scenario was part of North Texas’ first Urban Shield ex-
ercise, a national best practice exercise that assess a region’s abil-
ity to successfully respond to and manage multiple, simultaneous 
emergencies. From morning until evening, departments and first 
responders from across the region cycled through the scenarios 

Irving continues 
search for school 
superintendent
By Amanda Casanova

Irving ISD school board trustees 
will privately interview candidates this 
weekend in order to find a replacement 
for former superintendent Dana Bedden 
who stepped down from the top district 
post in July.

During a closed executive session on 
Nov. 12, a search firm revealed a list of can-
didate names to the board, but the district 
has not released those names to the public. 
After the weekend of interviews in special 
meetings, the board of trustees is meeting 
again in their regular meeting on Monday. 
A superintendent could be named as soon 
as next month.

Bedden resigned July 1 at a special 
meeting after May’s election created a 
majority of his critics on the board. Bedden 
was hired in 2010 with a salary just under 
$300,000. 

The school board voted in August 
to hire Fort Worth-based Bob Griggs & 
Associates to spearhead the search for a 
new superintendent. Griggs & Associates 
has done searches in the Eagle-Mountain-
Saginaw, Grand Prairie, Carroll and 
Pflugerville ISDs. In total, the firm has 
placed about 250 candidates into superin-
tendent positions across the state.

By Angie Timmons-Hanselka
How often have you heard the 

words “diet and exercise” from your 
doctor? If you’re like most Ameri-
cans, probably more than once. But 
have you ever wondered if your doc-
tor takes his or her own advice?

That’s why UT Southwestern 
Medical Center’s heart team put 

together the inaugural Get Moving! 
event in Coppell Saturday, at Andy 
Brown Community Park East, said 
team Leader and Coppell resident 
Dr. Susan Matulevicius. 

“We wanted to put our money 
where our mouth is and actually par-
ticipate with the public in activities 

Health walk mixes doctors, residents 
for free heart-healthy discussions

Dr. Anand Rohatgi (left) discusses health concerns with Beverly Eyberg and Gil Gruwer 
as he accompanies them on a walk around Andrew Brown East Park in Coppell. 
/ Photo by Angie Timmons-Hanselka

“Hostages” at a mock school shooting cower under cafeteria tables as SWAT 
teams assess their status as possible threats. The Columbine-style school shooting 
scenario at Stipes Elementary in Irving was one of the scenarios set up around the 
Metroplex to train law enforcement and EMS during the exercise. / Photo by Phil Cerroni

Off to a running start
Some of Coppell’s first canines to set paw in the new dog park eagerly put the new facility to the test.
StoRy, Page 6 See HUNTER FERRELL, Page 6

 Photo by John Starkey

See GET MOVING, Page 4
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Golly Thanksgiving!
Nov. 16, 2:45 p.m.

Enjoy learning about the story of 
Thanksgiving with Golly and her special 
friend (gulp!) Turkey Lurkey. Free and for all 
ages. No registration required. West Irving 
Public Library. For more information, call 
(972) 721-4612.

Lei Weng, Piano
Nov. 16, 8 p.m.

The Las Colinas Symphony Orchestra will 
feature pianist Lei Weng performing Brahms 
Piano Concerto No. 1. In addition to Dr. 
Weng’s solo performance, the Las Colinas 
Symphony Orchestra will also be performing 
Beethoven – Leonora Overture No. 1, Kodaly 
– Dances of Galanta. Carpenter Hall, Irving 
Arts Center. $16.50 to $46.50. For more 
information, call (972) 252-4800.

Consensus Meeting on Human 

Trafficking
Nov. 18, 7 p.m.

This is the final meeting of Texas’ League of 
Woman Votes on the state study on human 
trafficking. As soon as the Texas Leagues 
have completed the process, the State 
League will tally the results of our consensus 
and will release the results. Irving’s 
Central Library (801 W Irving Blvd.) RSVP 
lwvirving@gmail.com.

Bangla Blast 2013
Nov. 23, 7 p.m.

This show, presented by the Bangladeshi 
Expatriate Society of Texas (BEST), strives 
to connect the different generations of the 
Bangla community through dialogue and 
to get young people excited about their 
common heritage. Carpenter Hall, Irving Arts 
Center. $15 in advance, $20 at the door. For 
more information, call (972)-252-2787.

(972) 870-1992 | ideas@irvingrambler.net | feedback@irvingrambler.net | news@irvingrambler.net
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Gerald Edelman, M.D., Ph.D.

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 210, Irving, TX 75061

Accepts most Health Plans 
including Medicare 972-253-4245

Specialist in Oncology and Hematology
✦ Graduated from the University of Colorado School of Medicine
✦ Board Certified by the American Board of Internal Medicine 
with a subspecialty in Medical Oncology
✦ Principal Investigator at the Mary Crowley Medical Research Center
✦ Has served the Irving Community since 1991

Joins the Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving!

Ste 350. 

THANK YOU
for helping make our Veterans Day Celebration

a great success!
With your support we were able to send 
over 150 care packages to OUR TROOPS!

600 E. Irving Blvd.
Irving TX 75060
972-579-1155

Irving Sunrise Rotary has 
proclaimed November to be 

Grapefruit month and is selling 
the fruit to raise funds for their 

charitable programs.
Contact any of the following 
individuals or companies to 

order your grapefruit!

Las Colinas Pharmacy
(972) 580-1814

6420 N MacArthur Blvd #100, 
Irving, TX 75039

Bill Hooten Insurance
(972) 409-9940

400 E Royal Ln, Ste 211,
Irving TX, 75039

Rambler Newspapers
(972) 870-1992

627 S. Rogers, Irving TX 75060

NOW ACCEPTING ORDERS

Irving Sunrise Rotary has 
proclaimed November to be 

Grapefruit month and is selling 
the fruit to raise funds for their 

charitable programs.
Contact any of the following 
individuals or companies to 

order your grapefruit!
LasColinas Pharmacy

(972) 580-1814 
4835 O Connor Ridge Blvd.  

Irving, TX 75062
Bill Hooten Insurance

(972) 409-9940
400 E Royal Ln, Ste 211, 

Irving TX, 75039
Irving Rambler

(972) 870-1992
627 S. Rogers, Irving TX 75060

NOW ACCEPTING ORDERS

Lamar MS wins Jam the Gym 
volleyball tournament

Saturday, Nov. 9, Irving ISD Council PTA combined fun and fundrais-
ing at their Jam the Gym Volleyball Tournament at Bowie Middle School 
where 22 teams from district campuses and one team from the administra-
tion office competed for top honors. Each team was primarily composed 
of faculty and staff from the campus they representdd.

When it was all over, Lamar Middle School took the first place trophy 
and Irving High came in second.

Irving ISD Council PTA offers training and guidance to PTA’s at each 
campus in the district. Jam the Gym raised money for training school 
PTAs and to support the Lifetime Membership Banquet – which will be 
held on April 11.

Jam the Gym will return with their own version of March Madness, 
the Jam the Gym basketball tournament, on Mar. 1. Mark your calendar, 
then come out and cheer for your school.

Throughout the upcoming 2013 
holiday season, the Carrollton, Cop-
pell, and Lewisville Police Depart-
ments, along with the Texas Highway 
Patrol, will be combining efforts and 
resources into a Task Force focused 
on intoxicated drivers. All four agen-
cies will be deploying Officers and 
Troopers to apprehend intoxicated 
drivers on roadways throughout 
Coppell, Lewisville, and Carrollton, 
as well as bordering highways and 
interstate roadways. Officers and 
Troopers will be prepared to seek 
search warrants to obtain blood 
samples from those arrested.

Mark Dant, Assistant Chief of 
Police with the Carrollton Police 
Department, is a strong proponent 
of partnership-based enforcement. 

“During our high intensity DWI 
deployment, we will be aggressively 
looking for all impaired drivers and 
will arrest anyone we find driving 
intoxicated,” Dant said. “Our unified 
goal is to keep our communities safe 
by reducing the number of injuries, 
deaths, and property damage caused 
by intoxicated drivers.”

Although all four agencies rou-
tinely enforce intoxicated driving 
laws, the holiday season has an in-
creased potential for drivers to make 
the dangerous decision to drive after 
drinking, and a combined effort can 
combat this exponentially. 

“The family of someone killed by 
a drunk driver is not going to be con-
cerned about where city limits start 
and end; a drunk driver just outside 

Pol. Adv. Pd. By Linda Harper Brown CampaignPol. Adv. Pd. By Linda Harper Brown Campaign

Irving & Grand Prairie

RE-ELECT RE-ELECT

RE-ELECT

State Rep. District 105
Irving & Grand Prairie
State Rep. District 105

Pol. Adv. Pd. By Linda Harper Brown Campaign

Irving & Grand Prairie

LINDA HARPER BROWN
State Rep. District 105

Pol. Adv. Pd. By Linda Harper Brown Campaign

LINDA HARPER BROWN
RE-ELECT

Irving & Grand PrairieState Rep. District 105

agencies combine holiday DWI enforcement

Keep Irving Beautiful (KIB) 
attended the Porter’s Army Navy 
annual “Unite For Troops” event on 
Nov. 9, a celebration which honors 
our nation’s veterans and current 
military members. 

KIB has supported this worth-
while project for the past five years, 
helping to make it a “green event” 
by supplying the recycling stations 
and keeping the grounds litter-free. 
They collected 21 pounds of plastic 
and aluminum which were recycled 
instead of going to the landfill. In ad-
dition, KIB had an information table 
which included the popular spinning 
wheel where attendees answered 
questions about recycling and the 
environment. Three boxes of recycled 
books, donated by the Friends of the 

Irving Public Library, were given 
away as prizes. Three members of 
the KIB Service Learning team, who 
are students at North Lake College, 
volunteered giving a total of twelve 
hours. 

“Keep Irving Beautiful knows 
how important it is to show support 
for community events like Unite For 
Troops, especially one that honors 
our troops, past and present” KIB 
Board member Arnold Martin said. 
“It is also an opportunity to educate 
those in attendance about the im-
portance of recycling. It was great to 
see those in attendance, particularly 
the young people like the Boy and 
Girl Scouts, get so enthusiastic about 
taking care of their environment.”

SOURCE Keep Irving Beautiful 

UNITE FOR TROOPS

the city limits of Coppell poses just 
as serious a threat to our roadways 
and our community,” Coppell Police 
Department Police Chief Mac Tristan 
said. “We are glad to partner with 
Carrollton, Lewisville, and Texas 
Highway Patrol.”

Texas Highway Patrol will do its 
part by having troopers patrolling in 
an effort to keep the traveling public 
safer. In 2012, there were 1,099 
people killed in motor vehicle traffic 
crashes where a driver was under 
the influence of alcohol. This is 32.3 
percent of the total number of people 
killed in motor vehicle traffic crashes. 

“There’s no question in my mind 
that taking impaired drivers off the 
road saves lives and we will not rest 
until we stop this epidemic in our 
society,” Lewisville Police Chief Russ 
Kerbow said. 

MADD representative Cathy 
Quaid noted that traffic fatalities 
increased six percent in 2012 when 
compared with 2011. 

 “Nearly one-third of all fatal 
crashes involve a drunk driver. 
MADD recognizes that high visibility 
law enforcement is the greatest deter-
rent to drunk driving and supports 
the joint effort of the Carrollton, Cop-
pell, and Lewisville Police Depart-
ments and the Texas Highway Patrol 
for their DWI high intensity deploy-
ment over the holidays,” Quaid said.

SOURCE Coppell Police Department

Big State Drug

100 E. Irving Blvd.
Irving, TX 75060

Phone: 972.254.1521

From

Come and Check Out Our 
New Assortment

Fall & Christmas Gifts
Pipka Santas

Candies
 Tyler Candles

Christmas Decor

State Representative, Linda Harper Brown (Dist. 105 -R) (center), and Steve and Cindy 
Porter celebrate America’s veterans at the 12th annual Unite for Troops hosted at Porters 
Army Navy on Sat., Nov. 9. The drive collected toiletries and snacks to be sent overseas 
to the troops. In addition to a cake cutting ceremony, the event also featured live music, 
food and games. / Photo by Nick Kammerer

Members of the Irving Fire Department visit with some military veterans during Porter’s 
Army Navy’s annual “Unite For Troops.” / Courtesy photo

Keep Irving Beautiful helps to make 
Porter’s Unite For Troops a green event
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By Phil Cerroni
Eighty-two Irvingites have fallen 

in defense of our country, eighty-two 
names inscribed in the black stones 
of the city’s Veterans Memorial Park. 
It remains a proud but inconspicuous 
mark of service for our community, 
as often as not, barely registered 
or overlooked entirely by drivers 
cruising down Irving Blvd. But on 
Veterans Day, civic and community 
representatives gathered at the Cen-
tral Library to celebrate veterans, 
past and present, and honor heroic 
actions that are remembered by only 
a few.

MacArthur High School’s jazz 
band played the National Anthem, 
and a color guard of ROTC cadets 
from all three of Irving’s high schools 
presented the colors as veterans, 
residents and civic leaders stood by.

“This is such a special opportu-
nity to be together, to celebrate and 
remember those who have gone be-
fore use and to whom we owe such a 
great deal of gratitude,” said Interim 
City Manager Steve McCullough.

The speakers’ theme centered 
around narratives of valor that are 
seldom told and whose remembrance 
is quickly dying with their principal 
characters. Rev. Leon Adkins gave an 
account of a young soldier in Korea 
named Johnny who, as he saw his 
friends’ stories dying with them on 
foreign soil, took it up on himself to 
keep a record, for their families of 

how they died. Eventually the North 
Koreans captured Johnny’s battalion, 
and the young American watched 178 
of his 300 comrades die in captivity. 
Throughout the ordeal, Johnny con-
tinued to document their history. At 
one point, Johnny’s captors found 
the list and subjected him to brutal 

reprisals, but unbeknownst to them, 
he kept another list which he carried 
with him to freedom.

“He’s not a young man now,” 
Adkins said. “And when he visits 
with reunions of POWs and veterans, 
many people have come to him and 
thanked him for his conscientious-
ness in making it known to the world 
how these 178 fighters died with 
honor.”

City councilwoman Rose Can-
naday described her experience with 
her own father, an Army Air Corps 
veteran of WWII.

“He was like so many of them 
– he came home and never really 
talked about his experiences - and 
so it wasn’t till...after he had passed 
away, I wish I had asked him more. 
And it wasn’t really until these last 
few years that we began paying at-
tention to those WWII veterans and 
other men of service to listen to their 
stories.”

Although Cannaday’s family has 
fought in every war since the Revolu-
tion, she stressed that representatives 
from virtually every American family 
have written part of that same story, 
the American legend that we must 
cherish.

“This is not just my story. It is 
the story of America that when cir-
cumstances dictate that we defend 
our freedom, the soldier, whether 
from the farmland or the cities, has 
answered that call,” Cannaday said.

VETERANS DAY

We’re open for dinner 5 nights a week!
Monday thru Friday 5:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Saturday 5:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Sunday 7:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Now serving breakfast all day, every day!

2301 N. O’Connor Road  •  Irving, TX  75062  •  972-255-8400     

on good old-fashioned 
home     cooking!

a fresh new twist

Don’t let it Sail Away 
 

3.60%  
Guaranteed-CD-Annuity

 

Effective Rate 5 years!
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

$ 1st. Year 4.40%
$ 2-5 Years 3.40%
$ Full Accumulation Value at Death
$ Systematic Interest Withdrawals Available First Year
$ No Charge-back at Death
$ Issued to Age 90
$ 5-Year Surrender Charge
$ No Hidden Fees

For a limited time only, take advantage
of this interest increase

Call Now….this Great Rate will not last long

888-611-1414  •  Toll-Free
972-669-0175  •  Phone  

 TriMark Financial
1303 W. Beltline Road  •  Bldg. 201

Carrollton, Texas 75006

HOLIDAY BAZAAR & CRAFT FAIR
St. Luke Church, 202 S. MacArthur, Irving
     Sat., Nov. 16, noon-8 p.m. Soup Supper — 5:30 p.m.
     Sun., Nov. 17, 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m.
Gifts, Craft, Food, Fun & Much, Much More!
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P 972.800.3894
F 972.584.0225

RDuggan@InsphereIS.com
www.InsphereIS.com/RDuggan

Serving DFW and surrounding areas
Rayna Duggan

Licensed Insurance Agent

COIN SHOP
ICS — Irving Coin Shop

Buying & Selling Coins and Currency
Located at 135 Antiques Mall

1800 N. Story Rd. 972-986-0135
Robert Cell: 214-725-4229

Shop Hours — 12-3 7 Days a Week

By Angie Timmons-Hanselka
On Veterans Day, Coppell lead-

ers and residents gathered at Rolling 
Oaks Memorial Center to honor and 
remember area veterans.

“We stand in the midst of pa-
triots,” said Coppell’s Jim Mayo, a 
Vietnam veteran and a speaker at the 
ceremony, adding later that veterans 
possess courage, pride, selflessness, 
and dedication to a “larger cause than 
oneself.” 

The holiday was commemorated 
with help from patriotic music by the 
Coppell Middle School West Select 
Choir and the Coppell High School 
Band and The Coppell Fire Depart-
ment Honor Guard, who posted and 
retired the colors. Coppell’s  John 
Taylor, also a veteran, spoke over 
a table setting that symbolizes the 
hopes and prayers of those left at 
home when a service man or woman 
is gone defending the nation. Ele-
ments included a rose that serves as 
a reminder of the family and friends 
who await the return of their loved 
one, a Bible to represent the strength 
to sustain our defenders, and a candle 
that Taylor said reminds us of the 
light of hope which lives in our heart 
to light their way home.

“Let us pray to our heavenly 
father that they may return,” Taylor 
said.

Later, yellow balloons were re-
leased in honor of both veterans and 
active duty military.

During the ceremony, a list of 

veterans’ names was read and those 
present were asked to speak up about 
the veterans in their lives. Many on 
hand were veterans themselves; oth-
ers shared the names and branch of 
service of their loved ones, as well as 
the U.S. conflicts during which they 
were enlisted.

U.S. Congressman Kenny 
Marchant (R-Coppell) was on hand 
to remember veterans as well. March-
ant, who that day attended three 
Veterans Day ceremonies in Coppell, 
Farmers Branch and Carrollton, 
spoke of his own father, Hobart Clay 
Marchant, who served three years 
in World War II, including ground 
combat at Iwo Jima. According to his 
website, Marchant’s office has been 
engaged in honoring Texas veterans 

through its Medal Retrieval Project, 
which assists veterans in retrieving 
earned military recognitions and 
decorations. 

Among the veterans his office 
has assisted is Ray Perry, father of 
Texas Governor Rick Perry, who 
last week was presented his earned 
military decorations from World War 
II at Marchant’s district office. More 
than 150 veterans have received rec-
ognition through the Medal Retrieval 
Project.

Naomi Bradbury-Marchand, as-
sistant cemetery manager at Rolling 
Oaks Memorial Center, said Mon-
day’s event – the fourth held at the 
Center – had the best turnout so far.

“I believe next year will be even 
better,” she said.

A veteran of “The 
Commandant’s Own” 
Drum and Bugle Corps, 
Marine Corps Corporal 
Kirk Vinson leads the 
Knights of Columbus 
Color Guard in laying 
wreaths, emblazoned 
with the emblems of 
the United States’ five 
military branches, 
during a Veterans Day 
Ceremony at the Dallas-
Fort Worth National 
Ceremony. 

David Gutierrez lays a wreath in Irving’s 
Veterans Memorial Park during the City’s 
Veterans Day Ceremony. After serving in 
Vietnam, with the Marine Corps between 
1972 and 1973, Gutierrez joined the Army 
National Guard, eventually retiring in 
1997. / Photo by Phil Cerroni

The Coppell Fire Department Honor Guard presents the colors at Coppell’s Veterans Day 
ceremony. / Photo by Angie Timmons-Hanselka  

Disappearing stories honored at memorial

Coppell observes the day with solemn ceremony

Arrayed in full dress uniform, cannoniers from Headquarters Battery, 2nd Battalion, 14th Marine Regiment 
from Grand Prairie, fire their howitzers in salute as part of a Veterans Day Ceremony at the Dallas-Fort 
Worth National Cemetery. / Photos by Phil Cerroni
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PA, Kris Coppedge and wife Mandy, 
of Como, Cody Elliott and wife Marla, 
of Sulphur Springs, Kevin Liggett and 
wife Rachel, of Sulphur Springs, Mark 
Coppedge, of Dike, Patrick Matthews, 
of Sulphur Springs, and nine great-
grandchildren. She was preceded in 
death by her parents, and brothers, 
Charles, Bobby, and Billy McLendon. 
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be 
made to the Hopkins County Veterans 
Memorial. Arrangements are under 
the direction of West Oaks Funeral 
Home. www.westoaksfuneralhome.
com

Gay Lynn Tiffany 
Phariss Taylor

Gay Lynn Tiffany Phariss Taylor 
passed away on November 5, 2013 
in Kennewick, WA, with her family 
by her side. She was a loving mother, 

grandmother, 
and friend. Gay 
Lynn was born 
on  Apr i l  11 , 
1935, in Pam-
pa, Texas. She 
graduated from 
Abilene High 
School. After 

graduation she married Glen Phariss, 
together they raised two daughters: 
Lisa Gale Phariss and Kelly Phariss. 
In 1980, Gay Lynn married James 
Major “Zip” Taylor of Irving, Texas. 
Together they owned and operated 
several successful businesses includ-
ing The Summit Inn and Automated 
Power Systems. Gay Lynn’s greatest 
joys where her friends, family, travel-
ing the world and being a gracious 
hostess. She was an eternal optimist, 
and was not afraid to face new chal-
lenges. She also loved to fish, garden, 
and make “Bam’s special coffee” for 
her grandchildren. Gay Lynn is sur-
vived by her daughters, Lisa Phariss 
Taulbee (Dale) and their daughter, 
Lexa Taulbee; Kelly Phariss Dean 
(Mike) and their children, Rylie and 
Maggie Dean. She is also survived by 
James Taylor’s children Peggy Price 

Joe H. Huse
It is with heavy hearts that we 

announce the passing of Joe H. Huse, 
83, of Irving on September 22, 2013. 
He was surrounded by his entire 

family when he 
went to be with 
Jesus. Joe was 
born in Rock-
wall, Texas on 
December 17, 
1929 to Ellis 
M. and Mable 
Huse, who both 

preceded him in death. He married 
the “love of his life,” Dottie Hale, 
on October 19, 1956. Together, they 
raised five children; Angelina Huse 
Self, who preceded him in death, 
Mark Huse of Irving, Sherry Huse 
of Irving, Kyle Huse of Houston and 
Suzanne Huse of Irving. He loved 
playing golf and the Dallas Cowboys. 
He had to stop playing golf a few years 
back but made many friends while 
doing so. He worked most of his life 
as a contractor with interior designers 
in the area. He was a pioneer in the 
window treatment industry. His work 
can be seen in some very high profile 
homes all over the state of Texas but 
we won’t name names. He was a 
wonderful husband, father, and PaPa. 
In addition to his wife and children, 
he is survived by grandchildren, Eric 
Huse, Ryan Huse and Madison Huse. 
A visitation was held at Donnelly’s 
Colonial Funeral Home on Thursday, 
September 26, 2013.  A Celebration 
of Joe’s Life was held at Donnelly’s 
Colonial Funeral Home, 606 W. Air-
port Frwy. (Hwy 183), Irving, Texas, 
on Friday, September 27th at 11:00 
am, with Pastor Gary Page officiating. 
Burial was at Restland Memorial Park 
in Dallas, Texas. Memorial donations 
may be made to the American Diabe-
tes Association or Operation Smile.

Marie Robertson
Marie Robertson, former long-

time Irving resident, died on Novem-
ber 12, 2013 at age 88. She was born 

in Electra, Texas 
on May 9, 1925 
to Leonard Mar-
rion Boyer and 
Annie Myrtle 
Ballard Boyer 
and later went 
on to work at 
Big State Drug 

in downtown Irving and for the Irving 
Independent School District as a 
substitute teacher. Marie was also an 
active member of the Meadowbrook 
Baptist Church for many years and 
participated in their Quilting Bee. She 
is preceded in death by her parents 
and her beloved spouse R.A. Rob-
ertson and son Tony. Marie will be 
missed by her sons Dean Robertson 
and his wife Katie of Bowie, TX; Rob-
bie Robertson and spouse Willetha 
(Sheila) of Irving; daughters Cathy 
Kennedy of Irving; Karen Campbell 
and her spouse Brad of Rockwall; Jill 
Johnson and husband Mike of Irving; 
grandchildren Kevin, Rodney, Blake, 
Kimberly, Sheila, Robert, Andy, Joey, 
Jason, Jennifer, Jared, Jacob, Micah, 
Marcus and Nicholas along with 
fifteen great grandchildren and four 

OBITUARIES
NOTICES

Serving Irving families since 1963.

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com

◆ Local family owned
◆ Serving all faiths
◆ Preneed funeral plans
◆ Chapel seats over 250
◆ Out-of-town funerals
◆ Off-street parking

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas  75062

Though 
construction
on SH183 has 

relocated many 
other businesses, 

we are NOT 
moving.

Arrangements by Brown’s
Memorial Funeral Home, 
972-254-4242
Martin Kahn
10/07/1944 – 11/06/2013
Marie Downs
11/09/1929- 11/08/2013 
Barbara S. Green
8/30/1933 – 11/11/2013

Arrangements by Chism-Smith 
Funeral Home, 972-259-764
Jerry Lester Chastain 
July 2, 1946 - November 14, 2013
Shane Riley McFarland
March 18, 1971 - November 14, 2013
Larry Thomas Hodges
January 6, 1947 - November 8, 2013
Maxine Martin
September 18, 1934 - November 9, 2013

Arrangements by Donnelly’s 
Colonial Funeral Home, 
972-579-1313
Frances Kimberlin
June 18, 1930 – November 11, 2013
Robert L. Ross
February 13, 1939 - November 13, 2013
Dorothy M. (Mrs. J.W.) Banks
02/16/1922 – 11/14/2013

“The Right Choice
for Over 54 Years.”

Director in Charge Gary Westerman

972-254-4242
www.brownmem.com 

Owned and Operated by
Jeanne Brown & The Brown Family 

Founder

Ben F. Brown

Continuing
The Tradition

OAK GROVE MEMORIAL 
PLOTS

PRICE REDUCED.
MUST SELL ASAP!

FOR SALE: A private seller is offering 
two side-by-side tracts in the beautiful 
and exclusive "Garden of Peace" at 

Oak Grove Memorial in Irving.

$4,580
 lot 11; block 5; tracts 3 & 4
1413 East Irving Boulevard

(valued at $7,580) 

Contact Mrs. Ray directly to inquire:
(214) 415-5918

Visalakshi Rao Vallury, M.D., Ph.D.

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Specializing in Family Practice
✦ University of Illinois College of Medicine 
James Scholar Program for Independent Study

✦ Mt. Sinai Family Practice Residency of Chicago, Illinois
Department of Family Medicine and Community Health

✦ Board Certified, American Academy of Family Physicians

✦ Fluent in English and Telugu

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Suite 325 Irving TX 75061

972-253-4343Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 

great-great grandchildren. Funeral 
Services were held at 1:00 PM on Fri-
day, November 15, 2013 at Oak Grove 
Memorial Gardens in Irving followed 
immediately by a Memorial Service at 
Meadowbrook Baptist Church at 2:00 
PM with Dr. Milfred Minatrea of-
ficiating. The family received friends 
at Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home 
on Thursday, November 14, 2013 
from 6:00 to 8:00 PM and requests 
memorials be made to Meadowbrook 
Baptist Church Quilting Bee at 1705 
North Irving Heights, Irving, TX 
75061.

Wanda Jean “Jeannie” Stearns
Funeral services for Wanda Jean 

“Jeannie” Stearns, 79, of Dike, will be 
held at 2:00 p.m., Sunday, November 
10, 2013 at West Oaks Funeral Home 
with Pastor Ron Robinson officiat-
ing and Pastor Ron Smedley and 
Pastor C.J. Duffey assisting. Inter-

ment will fol-
low at Connor 
Cemetery with 
Billy Liggett, 
Kris Coppedge, 
C o d y  E l -
l i o t t ,  K e v i n 
Liggett, Mark 
Coppedge, and 

Patrick Matthews serving as pall-
bearers. Jeannie passed away on 
Thursday, November 7, 2013 at her 
residence. She was born on No-
vember 14, 1933 in Grand Prairie, 
to Elmo and Jessie Frances Smith 
McLendon. She married Charles E. 
Stearns on June 17, 1951 in Irving, TX. 
He survives.  She was a member of 
Community Bible Fellowship in Dike. 
Jeannie worked as a secretary in Dal-
las for 10 years, for St. Paul Hospital 
in Dallas, for Red Apple Hair Cuttery 
for 15 years, Hopkins County Memo-
rial Hospital, and Carriage House 
Manor. In addition to her husband, 
she is also survived by daughters, 
Pam Elliott and husband Mike, Patty 
Jones, Paula Matthews and husband 
Pat, all of Dike, grandchildren, Billy 
Liggett and wife Jennifer of Sanford, 
NC, Jeannie Liggett, of Philadelphia, 

Obituaries: To place an 
obituary notice in the Rambler, 
please contact Tammy Pompa 
at 972-870-1992. Fees apply.

(Bob), Larry Taylor (Fawn), Tim 
Taylor (Gloria), Todd Taylor (Gina) 
and their families. Preceded in death 
by: James Major Taylor, her parents, 
Lavada Opal Taylor and Clarence 
Sterling Tiffany and her only sibling 
Dana June Wilburn. In addition to 
the “Celebration of Life” in Kenne-
wick, Washington on November 7th 
there will be a memorial service and 
burial in Texas in April, 2014.  Memo-
rial contributions may be made to her 
favorite charities the Susan G. Komen 
Foundation and SPCA, or the charity 
of your choice.

that we know promote health, like 
regular exercise and eating well,” 
Matulevicius said prior to the event. 

Visitors were invited to “know 
their numbers” such as BMI, blood 
pressure and waist circumference, 
drink free bottles of water, eat gra-
nola bars and pick up literature. 
Visitors were also able to walk the 
park’s trail one-on-one or in groups 
with UT Southwestern doctors and 
ask any health-related questions they 
had. The event was somewhat in-
spired by the international non-profit 
Walk With a Doc, founded by Ohio 
cardiologist Dr. David Sabgir, which 
has a presence in multiple commu-
nities across the country and brings 
together doctors and patients to walk 

together and talk about health.
The majority of the doctors pres-

ent at Get Moving! were themselves 
Coppell residents with a vested inter-
est in the health of their community. 
Matulevicius said she even works out 
with Mayor Karen Hunt at the local 
“Get You in Shape” boot camp, and 
many of the doctors’ children attend 
school and play sports together.

“We want people to get in con-
tact with doctors and see that we’re 
real people with the same issues,” 
Matulevicius said. “And we want to 
be a part of the community we’re 
trying to care for.”

Katie Jobe, a personal trainer 
who studied at Cooper Institute and 
conducts her business out of her 
Coppell home, said she attended 
the event to support Matulevicius 
and promote wellness. Many of her 
clients are not as aware of their own 

health issues as she’d like them to 
be, Jobe said, and lack of motivation 
often stands in the way of overall 
good health. Her clients may work 
out with her one hour a week, but it’s 
what they do – and eat – after that 
workout session that matters. 

“It’s about your overall lifestyle 
each day,” Jobe said. “I still struggle 
with that, but I’m still inspired.”

So what keeps people from being 
motivated?

“Sometimes it’s time – multiple 
responsibilities and work pressures,” 
Matulevicius said. “But if you can 
turn off the TV, you find you can do 
something good for yourself.”

Jobe says unrealistic expecta-
tions often get in the way of motiva-
tion, such as men or women who 
want to lose 20 pounds in 20 days 
to prepare for a wedding or a high 
school reunion. Once those unreal-

istic expectations aren’t met, people 
often give up. The prevalence of 
unrealistic, unhealthy body types in 
the media give women especially the 
wrong idea about health.

“Our society imposes too much 
on the skinny role model,” Jobe said. 
“It’s not helping.”

Jobe’s goal is to start early 
with children by educating them 
on healthy living. Matulevicius do-
nated 300 pedometers to Coppell’s 
Pinkerton Elementary to help get 
them started.

UT Southwestern Dr. Anand 
Rohatgi, also of Coppell, discussed 
this issue with a group of people dur-
ing a walk around the park Saturday 
morning. Thin doesn’t necessarily 
mean healthy, he told the group.

“If you’re fit, that’s really what 
matters in being heart healthy,” Ro-
hatgi said. He added that if the Get 

get Moving
Continued from Page 1

Moving! event goes well, the group 
may ask to be sanctioned by the 
international Walk With a Doc orga-
nization, or just continue to do their 
own thing each year. “We still want to 
serve as a repository of questions and 
information on what you’re hearing 
on the news and on TV.”

Feedback at the end of the park’s 
trail was positive. One woman com-
mented that she received the equiva-
lent of three or four free medical 
consultations during her walk and 
talk with a doctor, while another got 
answers to some questions about low 
blood pressure and cholesterol issues 
in both obese and thin people.

“I thought it was great, very 
helpful,” said Coppell resident Kay 
Gruwer, who walked and talked with 
Rohatgi. “It was very informational.”
For more information on Get Moving!, visit 

http://www.utswmedicine.org/conditions-

specialties/heart/get-moving.html. 
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Internal Medicine
✦ Joined Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving in 2007
✦Educated at the University of Connecticut and St. George’s University 
School of Medicine in Grenada. Dr. Cebik was a resident in internal 
medicine at Wayne State University/Detroit Medical Center
✦ Accepts most major health plans including Medicare and Medicare 
Advantage plans such as Aetna Medicare PPO, Medicare Complete, 
Humana Medicare PPO, Blue Cross Medicare and AARP.

Office Hours: Monday – Friday, 8:00am – 5:00pm.
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Suite 350 Irving TX 75061

For more information, visit our website at www.mscitx.com

972-253-4200Call today! 

 Dr. Sharon Cebikas inspectors critiqued their perfor-
mance.

Assisting the SWAT and EMS 
units were 25 volunteers costumed as 
overall wearing assailants or hostages 
with special effects grade makeup 
ranging from gunshot wounds to 
one man with a hole blown in his 
head, the skin hanging off like pieces 
of ruby coral. Good guys and bad 
guys alike used simulation rounds 
to replicate the violent climax of a 
“Columbine-style” school shooting.

The overarching goal of Urban 
Shield is to provide a multi-layered 
training exercise to enhance the 
skills and abilities of regional first 
responders and those responsible 
for coordinating large scale events 
by evaluating existing levels of pre-
paredness and identifying areas for 
improvement. Although emergency 
agencies conduct frequent training 
scenarios on their own, Urban Shield 
adds another level of complexity first 
responders may face during a large-
scale, urban emergency. 

The Stipes scenario provided 
a realistic training exercise that 
required communication and coor-
dination between intra-agency law 
enforcement and EMS units in a 
tactical environment. Other events 
that day included Urban Search and 
Rescue (USAR) training at Tarrant 
County Community College, an active 
shooter scenario at Baylor Dallas and 
a SWAT scenario in Duncanville.

Irving Police Department (IPD) 
Public Information Officer, John Ar-
gumaniz, explained Boston’s Urban 
Shield that took place shortly before 
the April marathon bombing, pre-
pared the city’s agencies for the medi-
cal and law enforcement response 

that followed the terrorist attack.
“Multiple agencies had to come 

together and work together, and that 
is a coincidence that they had an 
Urban Shield exercise right before 
(the bombing). They were able to get 
some experience in working together, 
and they said that helped out tremen-
dously,” Argumaniz said. 

Argumaniz was confident that 
North Texas’ first Urban Shield 
would impart the same level of pre-
paredness to local agencies.

“I think (Urban Shield) does 
build confidence,” he said. “It’s the 
ability to communicate with other 
agencies, work with other agencies, 
but then it allows us to look at where 
we are, and it allows us to identify 
some areas where we need to im-
prove in, so we are better prepared.”

Some information provided 

by Urban Shield.

training
Continued from Page 1

       Third graders at Las Colinas Elementary showed their appreciation for veterans on, Nov. 13, through patriotic songs and 
poetry. State Representative, Linda Harper-Brown, attended the assembly and encouraged students to think about how much 
veterans have sacrificed for the freedoms we take for granted.
       “There are so many things that we do in this nation that depend upon our freedom. Just our ability to be able to make the 
laws that we make in Austin and in Washington is because we are free… (Veterans) represent many walks of life, and they’ve 
had many different roles in their military service but they all help to keep America free and to allow you the opportunity to grow 
up in a country that is free and participate in whatever it is you really like to do.”
        Later Rep. Harper-Brown presented all the veterans at the assembly with roses, and teachers opened the floor for a Q&A 
session between students and veterans.

UD study abroad 
participation 
ranks among 
nation’s highest

In the “2013 Open Doors” report 
released by the Institute of Interna-
tional Education (IIE), the University 
of Dallas ranks fifth nationally among 
master’s institutions − and first in 
Texas − for the percentage of under-
graduate students participating in 
study-abroad programs for academic 
credit. More than 89 percent of UD 
undergraduates study abroad—most 
with the university’s flagship Rome 
program.

“Our ranking reflects the en-
during importance and success of 
the Rome Program in the life of 
University of Dallas students since 
its inception more than 40 years 
ago,” said Director of Rome and 
Summer Programs Rebecca Davies. 
“This ranking is even more gratifying 
given a common course of study for 
our undergraduates in Rome com-
prised of all required courses in our 
renowned Core curriculum. Students 
are taught by our own faculty on our 
own campus in the city that was, and 
is, the focus of these great works of 
heart, mind, spirit, art and intellect.”

This year, the University of Dal-
las celebrates the 20th anniversary 
of its Eugene Constantin Rome Cam-
pus, a pastoral spot in the Roman 
countryside home to vineyards and 
olive trees. 

The IIE determines its rankings 
by comparing the number of students 
involved in study abroad programs 
with the number of bachelor’s de-
grees conferred at each institution.

 SOURCE University of Dallas

EMS personnel administer medical aid to victims of a mock school shooting as SWAT 
teams provide close quarter force protection. 25 volunteers wore movie-grade makeup, 
simulating gunshot wounds and other injuries, in order to give first responders an 
accurate picture of what they might discover during a hostage situation. / Photo by Phil Cerroni

Veterans Day at Las Colinas Elementary
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Collaboration between 
citizens and the city 
gives socially minded
canines room to romp
 By Jess Paniszczyn

Roughly 100 of Coppell’s socially 
active canines woke their two footed 
companions early on Nov. 9 and 
headed out to be a part of the official 
opening of the city’s first dog park 
built at MacArthur Park.

The event was the highlight of 
the canine calendar with a variety 
of breeds both pure bred and mixed 
turning out for the festivities. Beauti-
fully conceived, the park consists of 
two play areas, one for large dogs and 
one for small. 

For those canines particularly 
concerned about their biped friends, 
there is nothing to be worried about. 
Among the park’s amenities are sev-
eral people benches and a sunshade 
to keep people cool during warm 
Texas summers. Just outside of the 
double gated fenced area, so people 
do not easily leave the park unat-
tended, there is a water and wash 
station where both canines and their 
pets can have a drink or get rinsed off 
after playing. 

For the very discrete dog there 
are three fire hydrants available at 
the park entrance. 

As every people loving dog 

knows once you get a bunch of people 
together there is no way to keep them 
quiet. So here are a few of the things 
the people had to say at the opening 
of the park. 

“In August of 2012, a group 
of citizens came together and said, 
‘We really want this dog park,’” said 
Mayor Karen Hunt. “We asked them 
to show us. They got a group of people 
together, they got petitions signed, 
they raised some money, and this 
is the result of that citizens’ activity. 
We are really excited about how ev-
erybody stepped up and let us know 
this is what you really wanted. This 
group of citizens actually raised over 
$10,000 to contribute to the shade 
structure, so it was being built at the 
same time the park was being built. 
These folks also secured donations 
for the 15 large boulders that are in 
the park. 

“This is a perfect example of 
a collaboration of citizens and the 
City of Coppell. The citizens came 
together and said, ‘This is what we 
want.’ And we figured out a way to 
get it done. 

“This turnout here just kind of 
puts a big exclamation point on it. It 
is just awesome. It is really fun. 

“The park is another place for 
people to come together. We always 
talk about how this is a family com-
munity for a lifetime and people like 
to come together. Yes, it is great for 

the dogs. But it is also great for the 
people who love dogs and can have 
another place to be social and meet 
their neighbors. We want Coppell to 
be more of a community than just the 
city you live in.”

The dog park cost the City 
$288,980, and an additional $34,821 
was approved by the City Council for 
lighting at the park.

“The park has been about 10 
years in coming,” said Brad Reid, 
Coppell’s Director of Parks and Rec-
reation. “The community has been 
talking about this for a long time. I 
think they finally realized with the 
success of other cities’ and other com-

munities’ dog parks that it was time 
for us to build one. So we are really 
happy and excited about it.”

Steve Pratt attended the opening 
in the company of two large chocolate 
labs, Duke and Stitch. 

“I think the dog park is way over-
due,” Pratt said. “This will be great. 
I think the neighbors all want it. It is 
obviously needed. There are plenty 
of dogs here. I think it will be fun. I 
imagine we will be out here at least 
once a week, maybe twice. 

Amid the chaos of dogs and 
people playing on the ‘small dog’ side 
of the park, Pam and Aaron Hayes 
walked together discussing the City’s 

newest amenity. 
“We love the dog park. We think 

it is great,” Pam said. 
“You can tell by the support that 

they definitely needed it,” Aaron 
added. “You have a lot of people out 
here this morning.”

“It is convenient to Coppell and 
easy to get to,” Pam said. “It’s a place 
we can all come together with our 
dogs and have our coffee and talk.”

“She has a social network you 
know,” Aaron said. “We can meet 
other people in the community. Folks 
should come out and enjoy the park. 
It will get you out of bed and off the 
couch.” 

Kirkwood United Methodist Church
“Where God Continues To Do Something New”

9:00 a.m.  Servicio de Inspiracion en Espanol
 Children’s Church
9:30 a.m. Sunday School in English for All Ages
10:30 a.m. Fellowship Time
11:00 a.m. Inspiration Service in English
 Escuela Dominical en Espanol

Reverend
Preston W. Weaver

Senior Pastor
Reverend

Albano Tayengo
Associate Pastor

2232 W. Fi�h St. @ Story Rd.  |  Irving, TX 75060
972-254-4191  |  www.KirkwoodUMCIrving.org

SUNDAYS

WORSHIP

CATHOLIC

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Holy Family of Nazareth
Catholic Church

One block north of Hwy 183 on Esters Rd.
Sat. 5:30pm, Sun. 8am, 10am, 12pm, 

5:30pm
972-252-5521

www.HolyFamilyChurch.net

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST  

LUTHERAN

First Christian Church
114 West Grauwyler Rd. 75061

972-579-0911
Sunday School for all ages-9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship- 10:45 a.m.

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m

Northgate
United Methodist Church

3700 West Northgate, 75062
972-252-8519     www.northgateumc.org
Worship Service 8:15 AM in the Dome

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:45 AM in the WAC 

at the rear of the complex

St. Stephen’s Presbyterian Church  
1621 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Irving, TX 75061  972-259-8744
www.ststephensirving.org

Sunday Bible Classes 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:50 a.m.

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
2620 W. Grauwyler Rd

Irving, TX 75061
Sunday Worship 9:00am

Children’s Sunday School  9:00am
Adult Sunday School  10:30am

Pastor Bradley Carroll
972-790-2121   www.gslcirving.com

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:30 p.m.
972.790.8606 www.BeltLineChurch.com

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third, 75060

972-253-3531    www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall

UNITED METHODIST

PRESBYTERIAN USA

UNITED METHODIST
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✦ Stefanie will be joining the practice of Dr. Jeffrey Mason
✦ Office Hours Monday – Friday 8am – 5pm
✦ We accept most major health plans

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd Ste 325 Irving TX 75061
For more information, visit our website at www.mscitx.com

972-253-4375Call today! 

Stefanie Lee, PA-C!

Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving 
welcomes back

ments are crucial for Irvingites living 
near the Grand Prairie border, who 
need to get to work and school safely 
in every type of weather.

“As much as I’m so happy right 
now sitting here that the weather is 
what it is, there’s a small part of me 
that wishes it was pouring rain, and 
those of us who have driven by here 
and have gotten stopped and had to 
go around would have to actually 
look at it and say thankfully this is 
what we have,” Irving Mayor Beth 
Van Duyne said.

The roadway also serves as a 
major connector between Irving 
and Grand Prairie that will alleviate 
congestion around Lone Star Park, 
Verizon Theatre and QuickTrip Park 
before and after events.

“Mayor (Van Duyne), we all 
know when you build it, they will 
come. Transportation drives eco-
nomic development – that’s one of 
the reasons this region is growing. We 
are continually spending money on 
transportation, and money’s hard the 
come by,” Said Ron Jensen, Mayor 
or Grand Prairie. “It is extremely 
hard to come by, but we find ways 
to partner.”

Lastly, LaMorgese emphasized 
that the road provides better access 
to amenities like the hike and bike 
trails in the area.

The road to success was not an 
easy one, however, and three times 
the monetary needs of larger proj-
ects, including SH-161 and DART’s 
Orange Line, threatened to stall the 
smaller road indefinitely. Instrumen-
tal in coordinating the project’s part-
ners, Dallas County Commissioner 
Dr. Elba Garcia became acquainted 

with Hunter Ferrell began when she 
campaigned door to door during her 
first election. Residents told her their 
concerns about flooding. So many 
voiced concerns, in fact, that Dr. 
Garcia made a campaign promise she 
would have the road fixed. But as she 
tried to get the project off the ground 
in 2009, Dr. Garcia discovered that 
local officials had tried and failed to 
build the road at various points over 
the past 18 years.

Furthermore, raising Hunter 
Ferrell to meet Army Corps of En-
gineers standards and widening the 
bridge was so expensive, funding the 
road jeopardized the timely comple-
tion of the area’s larger projects. So 
with the help of NTCOG, regional 
partners scrounged up what money 
they could and got creative. In order 
to juggle the programs, Grand Prairie 
agreed to construct SH-161, not as a 
gas tax supported roadway, but as a 

toll road in exchange for assistance 
with frontage roads and Hunter Fer-
rell. On the Irving side, the City staff 
used innovative financial methods to 
get all the City’s projects across the 
goal line on time.

“So the celebration today is 
not just the beauty and benefit of 
this project. It is the celebration of 
the partnership that we have in this 
particular region. With adversity and 

challenges we can sit down through 
communication,” said Michael Mor-
ris, Director or Transportation for 
NTCOG. 

“Working with our state govern-
ment, working with our city govern-
ments, working with our county 
governments and our regional gov-
ernmental council sprinkled in a little 
bit of patience...innovation...finance 
(we got everything done).”

Hunter Ferrell
Continued from Page 1

Coppell dog park’s 
opening met with 
tail wagging glee

The atmosphere is comfortable and very social as large dogs and their human companions enjoy the opening of Coppell’s dog park. / 
Photo by John Starkey
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By Angie Timmons-Hanselka
On the evening of Sun., Nov. 

10, the Coppell Senior & Commu-
nity Center at Grapevine Springs saw 
many visitors for the fourth annual 
Taste of Coppell. 

For one price, visitors were able 
to sample food and drinks from res-
taurants both local and regional or 
national, including Guero’s Mexican 
Grill, Hard Eight BBQ, J. Macklin’s 
Grill, Sfizio, Zenzero Bakery and 
Cafe and United Market Street and 
Whataburger. The national tequila 
company, Herradura Tequila, was 
even on hand to present samples of 
tequilas the company has been pro-
ducing since 1870.

Event chairwoman and past 
chair of the Coppell Chamber of 
Commerce Christi Greene said the 
Senior & Community Center is the 
perfect location because of its space 
availability both inside and out. The 
weather on Sunday was clear with 
just a hint of fall in the air, and visi-
tors mingled with staff from various 
restaurants in the Center’s courtyard. 
Sunday’s event was the third held at 
the Senior & Community Center. 

The event, Greene said, is the 
perfect way to showcase the Cham-
ber’s member restaurants.

“We’re showcasing local res-
taurants and kind of putting the 
Chamber into the community, which 
we don’t always get to do,” she said. 
“And that goes for the residential 
community, not just the business 
community.”

Each year, the Chamber at-
tempts to grow the event with new 
features, such as this year’s cork pull, 
which allowed guests to pay $10 for 

a chance to win wine to bring home. 
The event also featured a gift card 
draw, with all the gift cards donated 
by participating restaurants.

“Each year it is bigger and big-
ger – we have more people attend,” 
Greene said. “So I think it’s gaining 
more attention in the community.”

Israel Casas, director of opera-
tions for Coppell’s Geuro’s Mexican 
Grill – in business since 1997 in Cop-
pell – said that Guero’s participates in 
almost anything that Coppell has to 
offer in terms of functions. Because 
they do a lot of catering in the area, 
the Grill is well known to residents 
already. But the restaurant continues 
to participate in events in an effort to 
support the community, Casas said.

“Taste (of Coppell) helps vis-
ibility,” he said. “But if you’re from 
Coppell, you know who Guero’s is.”

Zenzero (pronounced ZEHN-
zeh-roh, Italian for “ginger”) owner 
and Coppell resident Ginger Blazek 
used the opportunity to showcase her 
bakery’s uniqueness.

“We’re one of the few scratch 
bakeries in the DFW area,” she said as 
she busily topped treats with frosting, 
assisted by pastry manager Andrea 
Ellis. All around them, restaurants 
local to Coppell or to the region were 
busy cooking and displaying their 
food. Ted Reemtsma, head chef at 
Coppell’s Sfizio, was busy with pro-
sciutto-wrapped lamb; next to him, 
representatives from J. Macklin’s 
were popular with patrons sampling 
the restaurant’s chicken and waffles. 
And just what’s in their batter? 
Smoked gouda, cheddar and bacon.

United Market Street, a chain 
of restaurants that originated out of 

West Texas with a location just north 
of Texas 121 in Coppell, was on hand 
with wine samples overseen by GM 
Curtis Comer and Wine Steward Jay 
Hulshouse. Comer, who also sits on 
the Chamber’s Board of Directors, 
said Market Street has participated 
each year, and many of the par-
ticipants already shop at the store. 
However, Taste of Coppell gives him 
the opportunity to share more about 
his store with people who may not 
live in the city, like the two Lewisville 
residents Hulshouse was giving wine 
samples to at the event.

“We have a mix between organ-
ics and your everyday stuff,” Comer 
said. “So you can get your gourmet 
stuff and your everyday stuff.”

Between her various duties at 
the event, Chamber President and 
CEO Kristi Valentine took a moment 
to reflect on what an event like Taste 
of Coppell does for the close-knit 
community.

“I think it’s a great thing for 
the city and most especially for our 
restaurants,” she said. “It’s great 
because it shows the restaurants and 
showcases what they serve.”

Constance Q. Zhou, MD

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 225, Irving, TX 75061

Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 972-253-4280

✦ Medical Degree in Otolaryngology from University of Texas 
 Southwestern Medical School, 2006
✦ Residency at University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center
✦ Joined the Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving, October 2011
✦ Bilingual: English and Chinese

Specialist in Otolaryngology, Head & Neck Surgery

Join participating Irving restaurants this holiday season as 
they donate a percentage of their sales during the week of:  

December 9 – December 15  
to benefit Irving Cares. 

Participating restaurants receive: 
- Free and discounted advertising in Rambler Newspapers 
before and after the Pay It Forward Week 
- Counter stand and poster recognition signifying they are an 
“Irving Cares Restaurant Partner” 

 

Join participating Irving restaurants this holiday season 
as they donate a percentage of their sales during the week of:  

December 9 – December 15  
to benefit Irving Cares. 

Participating restaurants receive: 
■  Free and discounted advertising in Rambler Newspapers 

before and after the Pay It Forward Week 
■  Counter stand and poster recognition 

signifying they are an “Irving Cares Restaurant Partner” 

Irving Care Services include: 
■  Financial assistance for rent, mort-
gage, utilities, or prescriptions 
■  A food pantry 
■  An employment services program 
■  Transportation to medical appoint-
ments
■  Information and referral. 

Last year, Irving Cares programs 
served over 44,000 people: 
1 in 5 in our community.

Looking for Caring Restaurants 

For information about becoming a participating restaurant, 
contact Teddie Story at 972-721-9181 x 203 or tstory@irvingcares.org 

on or before 11/15/2013  

AD-324 UAI0561 0812

[www.unitedamerican.com]

UA Medicare Supplement  
insurance is like your favorite  

pair of slippers … inviting, 
comfortable, and with no surprises.   

• Guaranteed renewable as long as premiums paid on time
• No networks
• Portable

United American has provided Medicare Supplement 
insurance since Medicare began and has an [A+ (Superior)] 
Financial Strength rating*.  So kick off your shoes and get 
comfy with UA!

To learn more:

*For more than [35 consecutive years], United American has earned the [A+ (Superior)] Financial Strength Rating from  
A.M. Best Company (as of [6/12]).  United American Insurance Company is not connected with or endorsed by the U.S. 

Government or federal Medicare program.  Policies and benefits may vary by state and have some limitations and exclusions.  
Individual Medicare Supplement policy forms [MSA10, MSB10, MSC10, MSD10, MSF10, MSHDF10, MSG10, MSK06, MSL06, 

MSN10, and MC4810 in WI] are available from our Company where state approved.  Some states require these plans be 
available to persons eligible for Medicare due to disability. This is a solicitation for insurance. You may be contacted by an Agent 

representing United American Insurance Company.

KEITH WHITE AGENCY
(972) 579-7874

rkwhite36@gmail.com

M.C. Lively Elementary School 
was the site of Irving’s fifth Arbor Day 
Celebration on Nov. 8. 

Since becoming part of the “Tree 
City USA” program in 2008, the city 
has held an Arbor Day event at the 
Irving ISD school which recycled 
the most paper the previous school 
year. Lively recycled 45,422 pounds 
of paper, more than 52 pounds per 
student, over the course of the 2012-
2013 school year. 

Councilman Allan Meagher read 
and presented a framed copy of the 
Mayor’s Official Arbor Day Procla-
mation, and KIB Vice President and 
Tree Board Member Jim Scrivner 
presented an engraved trophy to the 
school in honor of their achievement. 
One of the highlights of the day for 
the students was the appearance of 
KIB’s toucan mascot “Kirby” and spe-

cial guest Smokey the Bear. Earlier 
in the week, the parks department 
planted a red oak on school grounds, 
and after the ceremony the green 
team and student council members 
posed for pictures by the tree with 
the dignitaries in attendance. 

“Keep Irving Beautiful always 
enjoys the Arbor Day Celebration,” 
said KIB Board Member and Secre-
tary Margie Stipes, who was present 
at the event. 

“Tying Arbor Day in with recy-
cling gets the students thinking about 
where paper really comes from and 
encourages them to conserve and 
reuse paper as much as possible, then 
recycle it when they are through. The 
students are always so proud to be 
honored for their accomplishments, 
as they should be.”

SOURCE Keep Irving Beautiful 

give thanks for beneficial bugs
ATLANTA -- Fall is in the air and everyone is gearing up the coming 

holiday season. While the professional exterminators focus primarily on 
protecting customers’ health and property from harmful pests, it is the 
perfect time to reflect on and be thankful for some very beneficial pests. 

Ladybugs: Ladybugs are always at the top of the list! Not only do 
they bring good luck, they are very beneficial for homeowners with 
gardens, feeding on aphids which are harmful to plants. Avid gardeners 
even purchase ladybugs to add to their garden as an easy, affordable and 
sustainable solution to keep real pests away. 

Big Eyed Bugs: Aptly named due to their proportionately large eyes, 
big-eyed bugs are another beneficial predator that feeds on mites, insect 
eggs and small insects. Big-eyed bug nymphs can eat as many as 1600 
spider mites before reaching adulthood and adults eat as many as 80 
mites per day. 

Dragonflies: If you don’t like mosquitoes – and who does, then drag-
onflies should definitely be on your list of beneficial bugs! This beautiful 
four-winged flyer, that hasn’t changed since dinosaurs roamed the earth, 
usually takes up residence in common mosquito breeding areas and 
then feeds on them helping control the local population. Mother Nature 
definitely got this one right.

Honeybees: “There are so many reasons to be thankful for this 
insect,” said Shay Runion, Arrow Pest Expert. “They are very social in 
nature and they not only produce a sweet treat we all enjoy, they pollinate 
beautiful flowers and more than 100 different crops across the United 
States, including apples, squash, soybeans and nuts.”

SOURCE Arrow Exterminators

Young students at M.C. Lively Elementary School proudly display their framed copy of 
the Mayor’s Official Arbor Day Proclamation. / Courtesy photo

Taste of Coppell showcases local restaurants and talent

Steve Berrens learns about his Herradura Tequila tequila sample from Brown-Forman 
Brand Champion, Leonel de la Fuente. / Photo by Angie Timmons-Hanselka

Lively Elementary’s paper recycling efforts 
honored at annual Arbor Day celebration
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Organizations are required to re-submit their information on 
a monthly basis to insure that the Irving Rambler will have 
accurate information. Listings are limited to the Organization’s 
name, meeting location and time. If an organization wishes 
to have more information than the free listing offers, we will 
continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

CLUBS

Put a Paw print in your heart
and a best friend at home!
The precious pets at the DFW Humane Society would like to 
bring a lifetime of love and happiness into your home!!

4140 Valley View Ln.
Irving, Texas 75038

972-721-7788
www.dfwhumane.com

OPEN:
Tuesday - Friday

11am-6pm
Saturday 10am – 5pm

Come adopt a new family member today!
If you can’t adopt, please donate!

My name is Juliet, and I am a lovable 
five year old Schnauzer mix. A really 
nice person found me and noticed 
that I was hurt, so he took me to a 
shelter. The terrific people at the 
shelter cleaned me up, and even 
though I looked a lot better, I was 
really sick.They rushed to the doggy 
doctor. With a lot of medicine and 
love, I'm much better. I have also 
been treated for heartworms, and 
I'm already spayed. I don't see very 
well but I am a happy girl. Please 
make my dreams come true and 
adopt me into a loving home.

Do you see 
that cute little 
black and white 
guy over here? 
That's me, 
Jaeden. I am a 
small black and 
white neutered 
male with the 
cutest little 
face(if I can 
say so.) I was rescued from a 
shelter that was very overcrowded and 
brought to this beautiful place to find my 
first and better be last forever home. I love 
to be picked up and snuggled, and I 
answer your hugs with the best purrs 
around. Please come by soon and let's get 
acquainted. You will be glad you did!

1. GEOGRAPHY: Where is 
the region of Ulster located?
2. MOVIES: Where was King 
Kong found?
3. MEDICAL: What does the 
drug Minoxidil do?
4. GENERAL KNOWL-
EDGE: What are the RITA 
awards?
5. HISTORY: The Pelopon-

nesian war was fought pri-
marily between which two 
forces?
6. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who 
was Gerald Ford’s running 
mate in 1976?
7. LITERATURE: The 18th-
century writer Francois-Ma-
rie Arouet was better known 
by what pseudonym?
8. MUSIC: Who recorded the 
hit “The Banana Boat Song”?
9. ADVERTISING: The slo-
gan “Is it in you?” was used to 
promote what product?
10. GAMES: How many 

pawns are used in a game 
of chess?

Answers
1. Northern Ireland
2. Skull Island
3. Increase hair growth
4. Given for the best pub-
lished romance novels
5. Athens and Sparta
6. Robert Dole
7. Voltaire
8. Harry Belafonte
9. Gatorade
10. Sixteen -- eight per player

• Noted wit Oscar Wilde 
made the following sage observa-
tion: “Every saint has a past and 
every sinner a future.” 

• It seems that having blond 
hair was popular in ancient 
Rome, too. Those not naturally 
blessed with golden hair, though, 
had to go through a bit of an 
ordeal to change their natural 
color. The treatment of choice 
was pigeon droppings. Messy, 
perhaps, but effective.

• Those who study such 
things say that dung beetles use 
the Milky Way as a navigational 
aid. 

• In June 2009, the town of 
Cave Creek, Ariz., was faced with 
an electoral tie in the race for a 
city council seat: Each candidate 
received exactly 660 votes. Ac-
cording to the state constitution, 
such ties can be broken by a 
game of chance. After some dis-
cussion, the candidates agreed 
that they would each pull a card 
at random out of a deck, and the 
one with the highest card would 
be declared the winner of the 
election. Thomas McGuire drew 

the six of hearts, then waited 
while his opponent, Adam Trenk, 
took his turn. Trenk pulled the 
king of hearts, securing his city 
council victory.

• You may be surprised to 
learn that clams can live to be 
200 years old.

• If you’re of a morbid in-
clination and have some time to 
kill in Chicago, head to that city’s 
Graceland Cemetery. Find the 
monument known as “Eternal 
Silence” -- a tall figure in robes 
-- and look into the statue’s eyes. 
It’s said that if you do that, you’ll 
have a vision of your own death.
(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

FUN & GAMES

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions
   call 469-621-7878

Buttons & Bows Square 
& Round Dance Club 

1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 
Senter Park East 
228 Chamberlain

Circle I - Square 
& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

Friends of The Irving Theater
Second Tuesday at Joe’s Coffee Shop.

7 p.m. to eat/casual meeting at 7:30 p.m.

Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thurday of the month 

7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
   Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Los Lupes

 Irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Genealogical Society
 meets the third Monday of each month 

in the main auditorium of the 
Irving Public Library. 

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Los Lupes
In the Irving Mall 

Irving Republican
Women’s Club

Meets the second Monday of 
each month (except July) at 7pm

IHOP Restaurant
Hwy 635 @ MacArthur

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christain Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month

Irving Rotary Club
Thursdays at 12 pm

Las Colinas Country Club
ndugger@irvingisd.net

Irving Sunrise Rotary
Thursday at 7 am

Las Colinas Country Club
4400 N. O”Connor Rd.

Metroplex Glass Club
Third Tues. each month 7-9 p.m.

Irving Garden & Arts Bldg.
For more info call 972-986-2990

The Optimist Club of Irving
1st Wednesday at 6:30 P.M. and 

3rd Tuesday at 11:30 a.m.
Meet at Googly Eyes 
2413 W. Airport Frwy.

Saturday Singles
Lunch Bunch 

1st & 3rd Saturdays 
972-254-3525

Single Moms Care & Support 
of Irving

2nd and 4th Fridays of each month
6:30 - 8:00 p.m. at the Irving YMCA (cor-

ner of Irving Blvd. and Story Road)
Free meal! Encouraging meeting! 

Kids welcome!

TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Dwelling Place
1126 Hilltop Drive

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd

 Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd

Widowed Persons Service 
Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.

at Wonderrful World of Cooking
Karen – 972-986-4056
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LEGAL NOTICE

CLASSIFIEDS (972) 870-1992 
tammyp@irvingrambler.com 

FOR SALE

REAL ESTATE

HOME REPAIR

RV Space FOR RENT
3320 S. Briery Rd.

$350 per month  - deposit and 
references required
Call 972-252-4690

Garage Sale in Irving
605 Murl Drive, 75062,

5 file cabinets, cook
ware, patio table/4ch,

books, nick-nacks
11/9/13, Sat. 6 to 6

CASH FOR CHRISTMAS!
I Buy Houses & Apartments

Call Carolyn @ 214-906-2715

Lambs’ Painting & 
Remodeling

Quality work at affordable prices
call 214-730-2684

LEGAL NOTICES
EMPLOYMENT

Seeking professional 
with at least two years 
front office experience. 

Basic computer skills such as word, and 
excel  a must. 40 hours a week Tuesday 
through Saturday. Professional appear-
ance and excellent & compassionate 
customer service skills required. Call 
972-254-4242 for an appointment.

HELP WANTED
Class A CDL driver

Local: 817-246-9535

1 Full time /1 Part time-20 Hrs
PLEASE CALL 

972-513-2502
for application instructions

HELP 
WANTED

Janitorial 
Services

1 Full time /1 Part time-20 Hrs
PLEASE CALL 972-513-2502
for application instructions

Janitorial Services
HELP WANTED

ZONING CASE NO. ZC13-0043
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - FWY

ORDINANCE NO. 2013-9527

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZON-
ING ORDI-NANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A 
TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE J. A. BURDETT SURVEY, 
ABSTRACT 49, SAID TRACT BEING A PART OF LOT 2, BLOCK 2, NORTHSTAR PHASE II ADDI-
TION AND LOCATED AT 4201 POLARIS DRIVE, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED 
IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY 
FROM M-FW FREEWAY DISTRICT USE AND C-N NEIGHBORHOOD COM-MERCIAL DISTRICT 
USE UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO FWY FREEWAY DISTRICT USE 
UNDER ORDI-NANCE NO. 1144; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; 
DETERMINING THAT THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE DE-MAND 
A ZONING CHANGE AND AMENDMENT HEREIN MADE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDI-NANCE 
DOES NOT REPEAL OTH-ER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES 
OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVID-ING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.
 
PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, on 
November 7, 2013.

BETH VAN DUYNE — MAYOR
ATTEST: Shanae Jennings — City Secretary
APPROVED AS TO FORM: Charles R. Anderson — City Attorney

Cellco Partnership and its controlled affiliates doing business as Verizon Wire-less (Ve-
rizon Wireless) is proposing to construct an 85-foot Stealth Struc-ture/Concealed Pole 
Com-munications Tower. Antici-pated lighting application is medium intensity dual red/
white strobes. The Site location is 3500 North Belt-line Road, Irving, Dallas County, TX 
75062 (32-51-13.5083 N / 96-59-22.6736 W). The Federal Communi-cations Commis-
sion (FCC) Antenna Structure Registra-tion (ASR, Form 854) filing number is A0862149. 
ENVI-RONMENTAL EFFECTS: Interested persons may review the application (www.
fcc.gov/asr/applications) by entering the filing num-ber. Environmental concerns may 
be raised by filing a Request for Environmental Review (www.fcc.gov/asr/environmen-
talrequest) and online fil-ings are strongly encour-aged. The mailing address to file a 
paper copy is: FCC Requests for Environmental Review, Attn: Ramon Wil-liams, 445 
12th Street SW, Washington, DC 20554. HISTORIC PROPERTIES EFFECTS: Public 
comments regarding potential effects on historic properties may be submitted within 
30 days from the date of this publica-tion to: EBI Consulting, 61135908-SLG, 6876 
Sus-quehanna Trail S., York, PA, 17403, 207-210-2535, sgraulty@ebiconsulting.com.

The CITY OF IRVING, Texas will receive 
sealed responses in the Purchasing Division, 
1st floor, 845 W. Irving Blvd, until the date and 
time below and will open responses at the 
same location for the following item:

1.  ITB #033D-14F Trash
Interceptors for West Irving

Creek Outlet
Due Date:  12/6/13 @ 3:30 p.m.

Pre-Bid Meeting: 11/21/13
@ 3:00 p.m. or 11/26/13 @

10:00 a.m.
2.  RFP #036D-14F Victoria Park

Playground Renovation
Due Date: 12/13/13 @ 3:00 p.m.

Pre-Submittal Mtg: 12/4/13
@ 1:00 p.m.

3.  RFP #035M-14F Integrated
Library System

Due Date:  12/9/13 @ 3:00 p.m.
Responses must be received in a sealed en-
velope with solicitation number and due date 
on the envelope. Late responses cannot be
accepted. Information may be found at  
www.cityofirving.orgclick Departments/ 
Purchasing Phone: 972.721.2631

Notice of Destruction 
of Special Education 

Student Records 

The Irving Independent School District 
will destroy special education records for 
students who moved from the district, 
graduated, and or exited the program dur-
ing the 2006 - 2007 school year. Parents 
or students 18 years or older who would 
like to have a copy of their rec-ords must 
submit a written request to Irving ISD, Attn: 
Records Officer, P.O. Box 152637, Irving, 
Texas  75015-2637. All requests must be 
received in writing by December 20, 2013.

USMD/MCNT announces that effective 
January 1, 2014, Marie-Blanche Tchet-
gen, M.D. will no longer see patients at 
the Las Co-linas Clinic of USMD/MCNT. 
After January 1, 2014, Dr. Tchetgen 
will see patients full time at the USMD 
Arling-ton Center for Bladder Con-trol 
and Pelvic Health. Pa-tients with an ap-
pointment scheduled with Dr. Tchetgen 
at the Las Colinas Clinic after January 1 
should call 972-556-1616 to reschedule.

For the past 22 years, the Four 
Seasons Resort and club at Las Coli-
nas has hosted the month-long, Cool 
October benefitting the efforts of 
Irving Healthcare Foundation (IHF) 
and Baylor Irving to fight cancer in 
the local community. On Nov. 13, 
the resort presented a $200,000 
check to IHF, which will go towards 

buying a state-of-the-art Faxitron X-
ray machine and comfort-top exam 
tables for the Charles A. Sammons 
Cancer Center at Baylor Irving. The 
donation exceeded the club’s internal 
by $80,000.

IHF President, John Drake, 
CFRE, said that the Four Seasons’ 
contribution could not be overrated 

because for the Center to make the 
money for that new equipment, it 
would have to bill its patients $10 
million. Furthermore, Convenience 
is a necessity for patients, and the 
new equipment will provide options 
to those who cannot routinely travel 
even 20 or 30 miles for regular treat-
ment.

Two MacArthur basketball stars 
sign college letters of intent

During a special signing ceremony on Nov. 13., senior Aaliyah Dominique-Warren 
commits to play and study at Arkansas State University next year.  / Courtesy photos

In the presence of friends and family, senior Tory Jacobs commits to taking her 
talents to the University of Minnesota next year.

Four Seasons’ Cool October fundraiser nets healthcare foundation $200,000
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$5
 plus tax
Large pizza

 

PIZZA KING
1711 West Irving Blvd., Behind the PLS

Open 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. every day. 
972-253-3333

Bistro Lunch 
Mon- Fri — 11 AM - 2PM

$6.95 to $16
Daily Vegan options

109 S. MAIN STREET, 
IN DOWNTOWN IRVING

WiFi
FREE

972-259-1123 
www.gloryhousecatering.com

Elvis Back to the Movies 
November 8 —7 pm - 10 pm 

$40 per person

Elvis Blue Christmas Party
Dec. 13 —7 pm - 10 pm 

$40 per person

Plan your holidays now
Host your holiday party at Glory House 

or order catering to your home or business or venue 

Every 
Wednesday    
Try Our 
TACO 
SALAD!

Hours:  Mon.-Fri. 5:30 a.m.-9 p.m. 
Sat. 5:30 a.m.-3 p.m.  Sun. 7 a.m.-3 p.m.

IN GOD WE TRUST

425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

✤Pecan  ✤Pumpkin  ✤Pineapple Cream Cheese
and many more!

SUGAR-FREE PIES ALSO AVAILABLE!

✤ Coconut Meringue ✤ Lemon Meringue ✤Apple  

Where Irving 
Meets and Eats

BREAKFAST   ◆   LUNCH   ◆   DINNER

Order holiday pies 
thru November 25
Order holiday pies 
thru November 25

For Take Out Call (972) 253-7335

LearningRx 
Brain Training

LearningRx strengthens the weak 
cognitive skills responsible for 88% of 

reading struggles and 80% of all learning 
problems. While tutoring treats symptoms, 

LearningRx finds and fixes the cause. 

Asperger’s, Dyslexia, PDD, TBI, Memory 
and Attention issues, Math, Reading 

and Auditory Processing issues, students 
Kindergarten through High School, Adults 

and Seniors.

TREATS THE ROOT CAUSE

WHO CAN BENEFIT?

“What a great blessing your program has been to our 

family.  Since starting LearningRx, Garrison has made 

great strides in many areas.  One of many noticeable 

differences has been a distinct improvement in his 

confidence.  He is much more willing to tackle hard 

things.  Before LearningRx, he used to avoid school work.  Now he is 

taking on more responsibility for his own learning.  Thanks LearningRx 

for working your magic!  We are all appreciative!”

 -Tara, Garrison’s Mom

BrainTraining 
the answer to my child’s struggles

Learn more about Brain Training here: 
http://www.learningrx.com/coppell/coppell-brain-
training-101.htm

LearningRx Coppell  
270 N. Denton Tap Rd. STE 160 Coppell, TX 75019

LEARNINGRX.COM/COPPELL    
469.208.4712

By Angie Timmons-Hanselka
Driving through Coppell, up 

and down MacArthur Blvd. or Den-
ton Tap Rd., you are going to see 
many businesses – everything from 
independently owned restaurants 
to nurseries to your usual chain fast 
food restaurants.

But what about those business-
men and women who lack a retail 
front?

That is exactly who the Coppell 
Chamber of Commerce tried to get 
into the limelight at their Fall Market 
Expo at the Coppell YMCA on Thurs., 
Nov. 7.

“The main purpose of why we’re 
doing it this time of year is to help 
smaller businesses and community 
organizations to sell items and ser-
vices,” said Chamber President/CEO 
Kristi Valentine. “This gives them 
a good venue to do this right now.”

Several businesses present at the 
venue, such as a local photographer 
and a Scentsy saleswoman, base their 
businesses from their homes and 
therefore can’t expose their business-
es to customers through brick-and-
mortar visibility. Valentine can relate, 
because when she was a stay-at-home 
mom, she ran her own home-based 
business selling dry goods.

“As a stay-at-home mom at that 
point, it gave me income and on flex-
ible terms,” Valentine said. 

Valentine’s home-based busi-
ness was successful, she said, but 
she understands the challenges of 
those who lack physical visibility in 
the community. Additionally, the 
City of Coppell wants the Chamber to 
support its home-based businesses.

“This expands their reach, and 
they’re able to really gather an audi-
ence,” she said of the Expo.

Jennifer Bullington, a Coppell 

resident, stay-at-home mother of 
two and operator of C2J Photogra-
phy, fit the bill. Working largely out 
of her house, Bullington has taken 
advantage of several opportunities 
to get her name out, such as a recent 
Coppell Meet & Greet and doing the 
photography for the Chamber’s an-
nual gala.

“I’m just getting my name out 
in the community,” Bullington said. 
“There are several photographers in 
Coppell, but you want to be the first 
one people think of.”

Lisa Holmes Alonzo, a Euless 
resident and independent Scentsy 
consultant who set up a well-stocked 
table at the Expo, found time to enjoy 
herself between repeated sales.

“I’ve had a lot of fun today,” she 
said. “I’ve enjoyed it immensely.”

Thursday’s Expo featured about 
half the number of vendors present 
at Coppell’s May Expo. May’s event, 
Valentine said, had a lot more expo-
sure and interest. She chalked up the 
decreased attendance on Thursday to 
the busy holiday season but added 
that the Chamber will hold at least 
four Expos in 2014 instead of two.

“We want to build continuity,” 
she said. 

Not all of Thursday’s vendors 
were home-based. Matthew Mor-
rison, DVM at Riverchase Animal 
Hospital in Coppell, definitely has 
a brick-and-mortar business – one 
that’s been there since 1990. Al-
though Riverchase may already have 
an established business presence 
in the community, Morrison had a 
reciprocal relationship in mind.

“We’re here as a business sup-
porter of the chamber, and any time 
we can get a little bit of exposure and 
help out the chamber at the same 
time, that’s great,” he said.

Yarn bombers decorate 
VHA headquarters 

Yarn bombing is a creative and 
non-permanent way to bring art to 
urban spaces. Originating in Texas 
in the early 2000s, it celebrates the 
trend of do-it-yourself crafts, and also 
brings color and fun to urban spaces. 
Buses in Mexico City, bridges in New 
York, statues in Bali, and colleges in 
Austin have all been yarn bombed 
– and over the weekend, a group of 
employees at Irving-based VHA Inc., 
located at 290 E. John Carpenter 
Freeway, bought the trend back to 
its home state.

A select group of employees from 
the VHA family of businesses realized 
a shared fondness for knitting and 
worked for months to prepare this 
installation, which celebrates their 
new office space. The knitters secretly 
wrapped 18 parking bollards and 16 
trees, and installed more than 1,000 
knitted pompom flowers in 170 
vases throughout the building over 
the weekend, much to the surprise 
of employees on Monday morning, 
Nov. 11. VHA is proud to celebrate 
its employee’s creativity and artistic 
passions with this installation. 

SOURCE: VHA, Inc. 

A group of employees worked for months to create an artistic vision out of yarn for their 
fellow employees to enjoy.

Yarn bombers stealthily decorated the VHA Inc. Irving headquarters bringing color and 
fun to the urban landscape. / Courtesy photo

Expo develops continuity 
of homegrown businesses


