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RamblerRamblerIrvingIrving 50cThought for the week:

“Christmas is a race to 
see which gives out first - 
your money or your feet.” 
- Author Unknown
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WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

Main Location:
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Irving, 75061

Other Locations:

Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri   8:00 AM–5:00 PM

972-253-4200972-253-4200
www.mscitx.comwww.mscitx.com

After Hours Clinic:
No appointment necessary 
Mon-Fri 5:00 PM–9:00 PM

Sat & Sun 9:00 AM–4:00 PM 

Lab & Radiology:
Mon-Fri 7:30 AM–5:30 PM

Not available for After Hours Clinic

Valdez Clinic:
3501 N. MacArthur Blvd #400

Tuscan:
701 Tuscan Dr #205

Las Colinas:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #250

OB/GYN:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #255

Baylor MOBI:
2001 N. MacArthur Blvd. #425

By Jess Paniszczyn
 Challenges to the proposed 
Entertainment Center continue to 
slowly make their way through the 
court system. The Dallas Court of 
Appeals upheld a lower court rul-
ing dismissing former Irving mayor 
Joe Putnam supported by Anschutz 

Entertainment Group (AEG) claims. 
On another front, the Attorney Gen-
eral’s office submitted questions to 
the presiding judge regarding the 
legalities surrounding two of the 
project’s proposed income sources.
 “The court of appeals decision 
affirmed the ruling of the district 

judge, which essentially said he had 
the discretion to dismiss me from the 
case,” said Mr. Putnam. “The legal 
issues involved and the law involved 
is fairly complicated, but the essence 
of it is the trial judge’s decision with 
respect to whether I could participate 
in the case or not was upheld by the 
Court of Appeals.
 “This decision doesn’t change 
the posture of the case at all. The 
posture of the case after Judge Smith 
got through was he ruled in favor of 
the City and said he would agree to 
their request for a bond validation 
judgment. He would also agree to 
their request that I be dismissed from 
the case based on the bond valida-
tion statute. That has been the legal 
posture of the case since Oct. 4. 
 “It was a funny opinion. The 
Court of Appeals agreed with us on 
about half of what we had appealed 
on, but ruled for the City anyway. 
One of the things the court of appeals 
agreed with us that the ordinances 
the City passed approving the ticket 
tax and the parking tax were ille-
gal.
 “You can only adopt an or-
dinance at a regular City Council 
meeting. In August of this year, the 
ordinances adopting the ticket tax 
and parking tax were adopted at a 
called City Council meeting. The 
City Charter says you cannot adopt 
an ordinance except at a regular City 
Council meeting. 
 “The City is going to have to put 
those ordinances back on the City 
Council agenda in a regular meeting 
and readopt them. That will generate 
some public opposition,” he said. 
 “It is not totally clear at this 
time what the ramifications of this 
ruling are. The City has not gotten 
their bond validation judgment ap-
proved, because of a disagreement 

with the Attorney General. That has 
been on hold for the past two and a 
half months. This decision did not 
clarify that disagreement.
 “From the City’s standpoint, it 
helps them a little bit to the extent 
there may be some people on the 
sidelines waiting for the litigation to 
be concluded before they move for-
ward with the financing. Having said 
that, all that has really occurred is the 

litigation will move from the court of 
appeals to the Texas Supreme Court. 
We are going to appeal the Dallas 
Court of Appeals’ decision to the 
Texas Supreme Court, and that will 
take some time.”
 Mayor Herbert Gears had little 
to say about the dismissal.  
 “All the issues raised by AEG 

Legal maneuvers continue for
proposed Entertainment Center

We print 51 weeks a year and  will be taking our annual break on 12-25-2010. 
Our next issue will be printed on 1-1-2011. We will still be in the office 
sporadically, so do not hesitate to call.

Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year

from the Irving Rambler

By Alice Canham
 The Program Director of Irving 
Boulevard Redevelopment has a 
message: a Tax Increment Reinvest-
ment Zone, also known as a TIF, is 
not a tax. 
 The City of Irving has explored 
a variety of ways to enhance and 
improve the area along Irving Bou-
levard as it snakes from Loop12 to 
State Highway 183 near its intersec-
tion at Belt Line. 
 “We were being told that we 
had ignored the area,” said Kevin 
Kass, the City’s Advance Planning 
Manager for Planning and Develop-
ment. 
 Indeed, the City’s own En-
hancement Study, published in 2009, 
describes the challenges: “The Cor-
ridor is generally in poor condition, 
both physically and visually (and) 
generally lacks a sense of organi-

zational structure, character, and 
identity.”
 Over the years there had been 
no shortage of ideas, but no funding 
source was ever identified. As the 
decision-makers in the City Council 
came and went, there were different 
ideas and different passions but no 
continuity. The Enhancement Study 
offered some strategies to counter 
that. And according to documents 
Kass prepared for the strategy 
rollout, “although other funding 
strategies were also presented in the 
study, use of a TIF proved to be the 
best fit.” It was passed by the City 
Council on Dec. 9 by a vote of 9-0.
 Kass describes a TIF as “an 

New TIF designed to
provide infrastructure

Provided by Michelle Releford
 Santa and his entourage-rein-
deer and elves-encourage Texans to 
have fun through the holidays. But, 
you better look out because he won’t 
be the only one watching.
 The Texas Department of Trans-
portation (TxDOT) will partner with 
law enforcement across the state to 
communicate important travel mes-
sages to keep citizens safe through 
the holidays. And, law enforcement 
will be working overtime to find and 
arrest folks who drive impaired. 
 TxDOT says follow some 
simple travel tips to make sure you 
arrive safely, and for goodness sake, 
don’t drink and drive.
 “Be cautious and plan ahead,” 
said David Casteel, TxDOT assis-
tant executive director for field and 
district operations. “Have fun, but 
be responsible.”
 Here are some tips to consider 
before heading out:
● Be patient, allow enough time to 
reach your destination, and obey all 
traffic laws.
● Roads will be crowded, and this 

could lead to some aggressive driv-
ing on the part of other motorists. 
Be courteous in these situations 
and avoid bad driving actions that 
may make the situation worse i.e., 
road rage.
● Monitor the weather. If it’s going 
to be bad, particularly ice or snow 
events, consider staying home. Or 
rearrange your travel plans to avoid 
bad weather situations.
● If you plan on drinking, plan on 
not driving. Designate a driver or 
call a taxi or a sober friend. There 
were 1,159 serious injuries and 
64 deaths from traffic crashes that 
occurred through the 2009/2010 
Christmas and New Year’s holiday 
reporting periods.  
● Be a responsible driver all year 
round. There were 12,408 alcohol-
related fatal and injury crashes in 
Texas in 2009 that killed 956 motor-
ists and injured 17,703 others.
 “Like Santa, TxDOT wants 
everyone to have fun through the 
holidays,” said Carol Rawson, Tx-

Travel safe through 
the holidays

Naughty or nice?

Greeting a special guest, Kitty Baker welcomes Santa Claus the 
15th Annual Irving Senior Arts Christmas Party held at the Omni 
Mandalay. Photo source: Troy Rice

See TRAVEL, Page 2

See ATTORNEY, Page 8

See TIGHT, Page 5
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St. Stephen’s
Presbyterian Church

1621 W. Grauwyler Road, Irving, 75061
972-259-8744

email:  secretary@ststephenspres.com
website:  www.ststephensirving.org

Sunday Worship 10:50 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Bible Church
Living Word Global Church

1917 Rindie St., Irving, 75060
972-259-2181

Sunday10:30am Wed7:00 pm

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m. 
Sunday, December 19 

Cantata 10:45 am
Holiday Healing Service 7 pm

Friday, December 24
Spanish Worship Service 5 pm
English Worship Service 7 pm

Woodhaven Presbyterian 
Church

3650 North O'Connor Road
Irving, Texas 75062

www.woodhavenpres.org
Rev. Michael L. Thompson

Sunday School 9:00am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30am

972.541.0747
Preschool & Parents Day Out

Tues. & Thurs. 9:00am- 2:00pm
“For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life.” 
John 3:16

Presbyterian USA

United Methodist
First United

 Methodist Church 
211 W. Third, 75060 in the down-town/

historic part of Irving,
972-253-3531    www.fumcirving.org

Morning Worship: 10:30 am in Sanctu-ary
NO EVENING WORSHIP on Dec 19th 
That evening, join us at Plymouth Park 

UMC on Airport Frwy at 6p with the com-
bined church adult choirs

Christmas Program 
“FUMC Irving is the church where To-

gether in Christ generations worship, pray 
& play TOGETHER and have

for 100 + years”

Kirkwood United
Methodist Church

2232 W. 5th, Irving, TX 75060
972-254-4191

Servicio de Inspiracion 9:00a.m.
Worship Service 10:45a.m.

www.kirkwoodumcirving.org

A Friendly Biker Church

www.hopeirving.org

Hope Fellowship
At the Pigeon Hole
132 W. Irving Blvd
Irving, TX 75060

Services
Saturday 6:oopm

Sunday 8:45am & 10:45am

214-432-1599214-432-1599214-432-1599

Pastor Dennis King
Leader of the Pack

“Joseph’s Story”

United Methodist

Northgate United
Methodist Church

3700 W. Northgate, Irving, TX 75062
(972)252-8519 www.northgateumc.info

Worship Services:
8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Pastor: Margie Steele

WORSHIP

Balken Massage
    www.BalkenMassage.com

817.323.0959

RefeRences available upon Request

Give the Gift of
Relaxation and Stress Relief
this Christmas. CALL NOW!

Kenneth Ballard – Licensed Massage Therapist 

$50.00 Special Rate for New Clients
Full 60 Minutes of Massage

see testimonials on website

Get gift certificates for the holidays!

Customized in-home massage

NO CONTRACTS REQUIRED

We accept all major credit cards

DOT Traffic Operations director. 
“More importantly, we want citi-
zens to be safe. So, we are making 
a special effort to reach motorists 
with don’t drink and drive reminders 
that will pop up online as well as at 
locations where alcohol is served or 
purchased.”
 Visit www.txdot.gov/safety/
tips/winter_driving.htm for more 
winter weather driving tips. For in-
formation on Texas road conditions, 
call the Texas Travel Information 
Center at 800-452-9292 or visit Tx-
DOT’s website at www.txdot.gov.

Continued from page 1

Travel 
safely

Provided by Julie Smith
 William Hughes, a survivor of Ja-
pan’s attack on Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 
1941, was unable to attend the annual 
Pearl Harbor anniversary celebration 
in Dallas earlier this week because 
his wife was undergoing treatment at 

Baylor Medical Center at Irving. A 
veteran of WWII, Hughes was only 
20 when his ship, the USS Utah, sank 
during the tragic event. 
 Hughes may not have been able 
to attend the official celebration, but 
Mike Esquenazi, director of nutrition 
services at Baylor Irving, and his 
team brought Hughes his very own 
surprise. After talking with Hughes in 
the Crossroads Café on Dec. 7 about 
Pearl Harbor and hearing his amaz-

Pearl Harbor Survivor given celebration
ing personal accounts from that day, 
Esquenazi sprang into action. He and 
his team prepared a lunchtime feast 
for Hughes and his wife complete 
with steak, lobster, asparagus, mashed 
potatoes and an elegant red, white and 
blue dessert. 
 “The hospital staff showed their 
appreciation for veterans that day,” 
said Hughes. “They weren’t honoring 
just me; they were honoring those who 
didn’t come back.”

On a joyful morning, a youngster receives a gift from his mother who 
is incarcerated. The Hope Fellowship Church’s ministry will provide 
gifts to about 50 children whose parents are unable to give presents 
to their children this Christmas. Two groups of 20 motorcyclists 
delivered the gifts with carols and prayer. 

Remembering the 
least among us

Photo by John Starkey
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

CHRISTMAS PROGRAMS

4:00pm - Children’s Christmas Service
5:00pm - Advent
6:00pm - Christmas Service
  2nd Service

December 24th

December 19th
7:00pm - Las Posadas will be at 7:00pm every evening until Christmas Eve.
2:00pm - Celebrate the Angel Tree children with a party in Randle Hall

7:30pm - Las Posadas
8:00pm - Christmas Service
  1st Service
9:00pm - La Pastorela

5:00pm - Time with T.A. at 5:00pm continues on Sundays until Christmas Eve.

2232 W. 5th, Irving, TX 75060
972-254-4191

Kirkwood United Methodist Church

December 18
Free Gift Wrapping - The Irving 
Public Library will sponsor holiday 
gift wrapping services provided by 
the Young Adult Action Council 
(YAAC) and student volunteers with 
the All Wrapped Up program. Take 
some of the hassle out of holiday 
preparations by bringing gifts to 
the Central Library, 801 W. Irving 
Blvd., between noon and 5 p.m. 
All Wrapped Up will offer a unique 
selection of wrapping paper styles. 
Gift wrapping service is limited 
to five items per person and will 
be available while supplies last. 
Hot chocolate and cookies will be 
served. Only gift wrap and tags 
will be provided. Gift wrapping for 
oversized items will not be available. 
Volunteers will accept canned good 
donations for Irving Cares. For more 
information, call (972) 721-2606.

December 18 at 8pm
A Symphony for All Seasons - Las 
Colinas Symphony Orchestra is 
joined by guest artist John Pickle 
on tenor. Musical selections include 
Haydn’s Winter Prelude from Die 
Jahreszeiten, Vaughan Williams’ 
Bright Portals of the Sky, Tyzik’s 
The Twelve Gifts of Christmas, 
Anderson’s Sleigh Ride and the 
annual LCSO sing-along. Perfor-
mance begins at 8PM in Carpenter 
Hall. Season tickets are priced as 
low as $53.00 and single tickets 
are priced at $15, $25, $35, $45 
and all are available by telephone 
(972.252.4800), fax (972.252.4877), 
or email (info@lascolinassymphony.
org).

December 19 at 10:50am
The Ornament- Under the direction 
of Scott Thompson, choir director, 
the Irving North Christian Church 
Chancel Choir will present “The 
Ornament” at the 10:50 a.m. morn-
ing worship service. Everyone is 
welcome to come and celebrate the 
season. “The Ornament”, arranged 
and orchestrated by Phillip Keveren, 
sets the tone for this year’s Christ-
mas Cantata by reminding all of us 
about the ornaments of our lives: 
Joy, Music, Grace, and Love.  

December 19 at 7pm
The Nutcracker - Colleyville 
Ballet’s annual presentation of the 
beloved holiday favorite, The Nut-
cracker at 7 p.m. in the Carpenter 
Performance Hall. $17-27, (972) 
252-2787 (ARTS) or www.Irvin-
gArtsCenter.com for tickets

December 21
Free Well-Child and Immuniza-
tion Clinic
Baylor Medical Center at Irving 
is sponsoring a well child and im-
munization clinic along with the 
Dallas County Department of Health 
and Human Services and Northgate 
United Methodist Church from 
8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at Northgate 
United Methodist Church, 3700 W. 
Northgate Dr. in Irving. Well-child 
exams for children ages birth to four 
years-old and immunizations for 
children ages birth to 18 years-old, 
will be provided from 8:30 a.m. 
to 10:30 a.m. Immunizations only, 
will be given from 1 p.m. to 3:30 
p.m. Immunization records must be 
provided for each child. For more 
information call 972-579-4095.

December 21 from 3 to 4pm
Christmas Crafts - Children of 
all ages are invited to celebrate the 
holidays with a free, come-and-go 
craft and reading program from 3 to 
4 p.m. Dec. 21 at the East Branch 
Library, 440 S. Nursery Road, Suite 
103. For more information, call 
(972) 721-3722.

December 21 from 4 to 6pm
Archery Clinic - Youth, ages 8 to 
18, are invited to learn how to shoot 
a bow and arrow at the Irving Po-
lice Athletic League’s free Archery 
Demonstration and Clinic. The free 
clinic will be held from 4 to 6 p.m. 
at 1550 Rock Island Road.

December 21 at 7pm
Irving Democratic Club - Join 
Irving Democrats in celebrating 
together our shared religious and 
cultural holidays for our Jewish and 
Christian and African-American 
friends. Christmas party at 7 p.m. in 
the Senter Park East Building, 228 

Chamberlain. Special Guests are 
newly elected officials.

December 27 – January 9
Recycle Christmas Trees - As part 
of Irving’s annual Christmas Tree 
Roundup, trees will be collected for 
recycling during the city’s regular 
weekly/bulky waste collection from 
Dec. 27 to Jan. 7. In addition, trees 
will be accepted for recycling at the 
following locations Dec. 27 through 
Jan. 9:

Cottonwood Park, 4051 N. Story 
Road 
Southwest Park, 2800 Shady Grove 
Road 
Drop-Off Recycling Center, 8555 
Home Depot Drive (east corner of 
The Home Depot parking lot) 
Irving Landfill, 220 W. Hunter Fer-
rell Road (7 a.m. to 5:45 p.m. daily, 
except Christmas Eve, Christmas 
Day and New Year’s Day.) 
 Whether trees are recycled at 
curbside or at drop-off locations, 
residents must remove all obstruc-
tions such as tree stands, lights, tin-
sel, nails and ornaments. All plastic 
bags covering the tree also must be 
removed. 
 All trees collected as part of 

this program will be mulched and 
made available for a nominal fee at 
the Hunter Ferrell Landfill, 220 W. 
Hunter Ferrell Road. Residents may 
contact the landfill at (972) 721-7322 
for more information about obtain-
ing the mulch product. To learn more 
about the Christmas Tree Roundup 
or other city recycling programs, 
visit www.cityofirving.org/begreen 
or call (972) 721-8059.

Offices Break For Holidays - Ir-
ving city offices will be closed 
Dec. 23–24 and 31. There will be 
no residential trash, curbside recy-
cling or brush collection on those 
days. The Hunter Ferrell Landfill 
will be closed Dec. 24–25 and Jan. 
1. The drop-off recycling centers 
will close at 4 p.m. Dec. 24 and 31, 
and remain closed Dec. 25 and Jan. 
1. Libraries and recreation centers 
will not be open Dec. 23–25 and 
Jan. 1, and will close at 5 p.m. Dec. 
31. Heritage Aquatic Center will 
close at 2 p.m. Dec. 22, and will 
remain closed Dec. 23–25, 31 and 
Jan. 1. North Lake Aquatic Center 
will be closed Dec. 22–Jan. 2. Irving 
Arts Center administration offices 
and box office will be closed Dec. 
23–25 and 31.

at risk when we fail to educate the 
leaders and the workforce of the 
future.”
 As a minority woman, and the 
first member of my family to gradu-
ate from college, I know first-hand 
the importance of a good education. 
I am both humbled and inspired 
every time I sit down to read with a 
child. 
 So spread the joy. Be that par-

ent, grandparent, aunt or uncle who 
reads with the child in your life, or 
become the caring adult who volun-
teers to read regularly with a child 
in your neighborhood. Reading to 
children triggers a lifelong love of 
learning and reading - and it puts 
smiles on young faces. Let’s all do 
our part to put our kids on the path 
to graduation, so they can lead our 
country to a brighter future. 

some post-secondary education. 
 Former Secretary of State Co-
lin Powell, founding chairman of 
America’s Promise Alliance, a group 
dedicated to educational excellence 
among U.S. youth, provides a strong 
case for action. 
 “When more than a million 
students a year fail to graduate with 
their class, it’s more than a problem; 
it’s a catastrophe,” Powell said. “Our 
economy and national security are 

school than those who fall behind.
 Ralph Smith of the Annie E. 
Casey Foundation, an organization 
serving America’s most vulnerable 
families and children, puts it suc-
cinctly: “Poor reading-test scores 
are profoundly disappointing to all 
of us who see school success and 
high-school graduation as beacons 
in the battle against intergenerational 
poverty.”
 In America today, the challenge 
is enormous. According to the latest 
U.S. Department of Education data, 
one in four American children does 
not graduate from high school on 
time, if ever. 
 For minority students, the pic-
ture is especially grim. While the 81 
percent of white children who gradu-
ate high school is far from ideal, only 
64 percent of American Indian stu-
dents finish their studies. And almost 
40 percent of Hispanic and African 
American students never receive 
a diploma. If that’s not disturbing 
enough, consider that these kids will 
be entering a workforce in which 75 
percent of job openings will require 

By Laysha Ward
 With the holidays fast approach-
ing, many Americans are in search of 
the latest and greatest children’s gifts 
to place under the tree. But amidst all 
the dolls, gadgets and superheroes, 
there’s one gift that, more than any 
other, can make a profound differ-
ence in the life of a child, the gift of 
reading. 
 The holiday season is the per-
fect time to begin reading regularly 
with a child you care about. Those 
few minutes every day will help 
awaken a young mind and will make 
a real difference in that child’s life, 
and the future of our nation.
 It’s important to start early. 
Research shows that reading during 
the K-3 years is critical because it is 
the time when most children make 
the transition from learning to read 
to reading to learn. In other words, 
this is when children learn the most 
important skill that helps prepare 
them for success later in school and 
life. Children who read at grade level 
when they enter fourth grade are 
more likely to graduate from high 

Give the gift of  reading to a child in your life

By Jason Alderman
 If your preteen child hasn’t hit 
you up yet for a cell phone, you’re 
among a rare breed indeed. Studies 
have found that roughly 70 percent 
of 11- to 14-year-olds now use cell 
phones. Closer to home, our 10-year-
old has been hounding my wife and 
me for months to get his own phone.
 My initial reaction was, “no way.” 
But upon investigation, I see why 
many parents eventually give in.  
 Anyone who’s ever had a flat tire 
or gotten lost can attest to cell phones’ 

safety advantages. Unless you install 
parental controls, your child could 
access inappropriate content. 
 Expense. Cell phone use, includ-
ing calls, text messaging, web brows-
ing and application downloads, can 
be wildly expensive. You have two 
payment options: 
 Prepaid plan – buy minutes “pay-
as-you-go.” Plans vary widely in terms 
of fees and per-minute calling and 
text rates. Advantages: No locked-in 
service contract; know exactly how 
many minutes they’re using. 

 Family plan – sometimes it’s 
cheaper to add a phone to your exist-
ing plan. Some plans allow unlimited 
calls/texts between friends and family 
or those using the same carrier. Advan-
tages: Generally cheaper if your kids 
make lots of calls/texts; most allow 
parental controls. Disadvantages: 
Parental controls may cost extra; 
some plans don’t allow usage caps, so 
undisciplined kids may rack up large 
bills; tied to service contract. 
 Parental controls. One of the best 
ways to protect your kids is to sub-
scribe to your carrier’s parental con-
trols plan. Plan features vary widely, 
but look for these when comparison 
shopping: 
- Cost (free to $4.99 a month). 
- Ability to cap phone minutes and 
text messages. 
- Allow emergency calls, even if over 
monthly usage allowance. 
- Cap and/or block entertainment 
downloads.
- Block mature content websites from 
Internet-enabled phones. 
- Restrict time-of-day usage.
- Block calls/texts from specific or 
unknown numbers.
- Track your child’s physical location 
(requires GPS-enabled phone and typi-
cally costs $5 to $10 a month).
 Parental control programs gen-
erally are not available with prepaid 
plans. And, since no filtering tool is 
completely foolproof, it’s important 
to regularly discuss safety issues with 
your kids. Make sure they’re comfort-
able coming to you with any questions 
or details of inappropriate contact 
they’ve received. 
 Not every child is ready for cell 
phone responsibilities. Set ground 
rules and be prepared to withhold 
privileges if they cross boundaries, 
such as not abiding school regulations, 
exceeding curfews or usage limits, us-
ing to bully others, repeatedly losing 
or damaging the phone, etc. And make 
sure they kick in part of their allow-
ance to help pay.

Are your kids ready for a cell phone?
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•	Honors	in	clerkships	at
 Universidad Nacional Mayor de 
 San Marcos of Lima Peru, where 
 he earned his M.D. in 1996
•		Residency	at	Bronx	Lebanon
	 Hospital	Center	in	New	York
•		Certified	by	American	Board	of	
	 Internal	Medicine	in	August	of	
 2003
•		Bilingual-Spanish	and	English

Call to schedule
an appointment today!
972-253-4245

INTRODUCING

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Ste 325 Irving TX 75061

Gabriel Zevallos, M.D.
Specializing in Internal Medicine

Put a Paw print in your heart
 and a best friend at home!
The precious pets at the DFW Humane Society would like to 
bring a lifetime of love and happiness into your home!!

Come adopt a new family member today!

4140 Valley View Ln
Irving, Texas 75038

972-721-7788
www.dfwhumane.com

If you can’t adopt, please donate!

OPEN:
Tuesday - Saturday 11am-6pm

I get my name, Manolo, from the 
classy shoe designer, because I am 
so classy! I am an exquisite 5 month 
old black and white female with the 
most beautiful fluffy tail. You just 
must come by and let me hypnotize 
you with my fantastic looks and 
personality.

Hi, I’m Maxi! At only about a year 
old, I was found abandoned with 6 
puppies. I’m very friendly, playful, 
good with kids and other pets! You 
should see me out in the shelter yard 
with my new friend, Garo. We run 
and play together. And no matter 
how much he slobbers on me, I 
never get upset which just proves 
my good nature. I would love to 
come home with you, even if you 
slobber too!

of raising money to build a com-
munity hospital in Irving. Auxiliary 
members went door to door through 
Irving, collecting donations for a 
new hospital named Irving Com-
munity Hospital. That hospital today 
is named Baylor Medical Center at 
Irving. 
 As the hospital changes and 
grows, so does the Auxiliary. In 
2009, the Auxiliary had 188 mem-
bers volunteering over 37,000 hours. 
The group raises money for the 
hospital through the gift shop, cap-
puccino bar, uniform shop, and other 
special fundraisers held throughout 
the year.
 “The Auxiliary is an important 
constant in our ever-changing world 
of healthcare philanthropy,” said 
John Drake, IHF president. “This 
hospital was built on the generosity 
of the Auxiliary. Four decades after 
its founding, it will continues to 
improve the health of Irving thanks 
to this amazing group of dedicated 
volunteers.”
 The Auxiliary’s support over 
the last decade has helped renovate 

Funds pledged for nursing education, special needs childcare
Provided by Amanda McDonald
 Irving Healthcare Auxiliary 
in November pledged $35,000 to 
Irving Healthcare Foundation to 
benefit two of the five health care 
charities supported by IHF.

 Baylor Medical Center at Ir-
ving’s Nursing and Staff Education 
Fund will receive $30,000 of the 
gift. The auxiliary also designated 
a $5,000 gift for a new miniature 
golf tournament fundraiser that will 

benefit Our Children’s House at 
Baylor-Irving (OCHI) and help 
celebrate that agency’s 60th anni-
versary in 2011. 
 Irving Healthcare Auxiliary 
began in 1964 with the purpose 

and equip many areas of the hospi-
tal, including the labor and delivery 
units, the nursery, the cardiac units, 
and recently a new heart lab. Since 
the foundation began in 1977, the 
Auxiliary has given more than $2.5 
million. The value of the members’ 
donated time and service at Baylor 
Irving equals tens of millions of dol-
lars.
 The funds for Nursing and Staff 
Education will send Baylor Irving’s 
nurses for seminars, conferences, 
certification tests and advanced 
nursing degree coursework. The 
hospital has no dollars remaining 
after charity care and expenses to 
fund nursing education, so it relies 
on gifts from donors to the for nurs-
ing education.
 The Auxiliary’s gift to OCHI 
purchased a “Hole Caddie” Spon-
sorship at the Inaugural Kiddin’ a 
Round Miniature Golf Classic on 
June 4. This event will celebrate 
OCHI’s 60th anniversary with a nine-
hole miniature golf tournament at 
the center for 200 players.  

Provided by Clay Sanford
 The Internal Revenue Service 
released final guidance for small em-
ployers eligible to claim the new small 
business healthcare tax credit for the 
2010 tax year. Included in the release 
is a one-page form and instructions 
small employers will use to claim the 
credit for the 2010 tax year.
 New Form 8941, Credit for 
Small Employer Health Insurance 
Premiums, and newly revised Form 
990-T are now available on IRS.gov. 
The IRS also posted on its website the 
instructions to Form 8941 and Notice 
2010-82, both of which are designed to 
help small employers correctly figure 
and claim the credit.
 Included in the Affordable Care 
Act enacted in March, the small busi-
ness health care tax credit is designed 
to encourage both small businesses 
and small tax-exempt organizations 
to offer health insurance coverage to 
their employees for the first time or 
maintain coverage they already have.
 The new guidance addresses 
small business questions about which 
firms qualify for the credit by clarify-
ing that a broad range of employers 
meet the eligibility requirements, in-
cluding religious institutions that pro-
vide coverage through denominational 
organizations, small employers that 
cover their workers through insured 
multiemployer health and welfare 
plans, and employers that subsidize 
their employees’ health care costs 
through a broad range of contribution 
arrangements.
 “In general, the credit is avail-
able to small employers that pay at 
least half of the premiums for single 
health insurance coverage for their 
employees,” said Clay Sanford, an 
IRS spokesman in Dallas. “It is spe-
cifically targeted to help small busi-
nesses and tax-exempt organizations 
that primarily employ moderate- and 
lower-income workers.”

 Sanford said small businesses can 
claim the credit for 2010 through 2013 
and for any two years after that. For 
tax years 2010 to 2013, the maximum 
credit is 35 percent ofpremiums paid 
by eligible small businesses and 25 
percent of premiums paid by eligible 
tax-exempt organizations. Beginning 
in 2014, the maximum tax credit will 
increase to 50 percent of premiums 
paid by eligible small business em-
ployers and 35 percent of premiums 
paid by eligible tax-exempt organiza-
tions.
 The maximum credit goes to 
smaller employers, those with10 or 
fewer full-time equivalent (FTE) 
employees, paying annual average 
wages of $25,000 or less. The credit is 
completely phased out for employers 
that have25 or more FTEs or that pay 
average wages of $50,000 or more 
per year. Because the eligibility rules 
are based in part on the number of 
FTEs, not the number of employees, 
employers that use part-time workers 
may qualify even if they employ more 
than 25 individuals.
 Eligible small businesses will 
first use Form 8941 to figure the credit 
and then include the amount of the 
credit as part of the general business 
credit on its income tax return.
 Tax-exempt organizations will 
first use Form 8941 to figure their 
refundable credit, and then claim 
the credit on Line 44f ofForm990-T.
Though primarily filed by those orga-
nizations liable for the tax on unrelated 
business income, Form 990-T will also 
be used by any eligible tax-exempt 
organization to claim the credit, re-
gardless of whether they are subject 
to this tax.
 More information about the 
credit, including a step-by-step guide 
to claiming the credit and answers to 
frequently asked questions, is avail-
able on the Affordable Care Act page 
on IRS.gov.

Guidance for business 
health care tax credit
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

RUStIC HOMe 
Rustic home on large, scenic 
lot available at 1616 W. 7th 
St. Split bedrooms, large sun-
room overlooking a large back 
yard. Roof recently added. 3 
bedroom, 2 bathroom, 1819 
square feet. Must sell as family 
has outgrown this house

For sale: Beautiful antique 
table with 6 chairs. Must sell. 
Call 214 402 8000 to set up 
appointment to see.

FURNITURE
FOR SALE

HOUSE FOR 
SALE

All Types Repair and Re-
modeling; indoor & exterior 

painting; G.E. Hedgecoke 38 
years experience, 35 years in 

Irving; 214.908.3113

HOME
REPAIR

Be in business for yourself, 
not by yourself!

Work your own schedule from 
anywhere & earn Big $$.
Direct Sales - NOT MLM.  

Potential customers contact 
you. You are paid directly by 
customer. $1,000 min. profit 

each sale.
972-636-1144

LAKE FRONT
2 story, 4 BR, 2.5 bths, 

WBFP, frmls, lg. kit/brkfst  
20x30 gamerm $1795 

+$1500 dep; 972.871.9181

HOUSE FOR 
RENT

DISTRIBUTOR

Lady seeking employment 
as p/t child care worker and/
or light houseworker. Asking 
$7.00 Hr. Irving area. Please 
call Ida 972-254-8121 days. 

Thanks so much.

IN HOME 
CARE

HELP
WANTED

HELP
WANTED

LEGAL NOTICE
ORDINANCE NO. ORD-2010-9228

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 7 “BILLBOARDS 
AND SIGNS” OF THE LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE 
OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS; PROVIDING PEN-
ALTY, SAVINGS, SE-VERABILITY, AND AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY 
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS:

PASSED AND APPROVED by the City Council of the City 
of Irving, Texas, this 9TH day of December A.D. 2010.

Herbert A. Gears, Mayor

ATTEST: Shanae Jennings, TRMC, Acting City Secre-
tary

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
Charles R. Anderson City Attorney

Application has been made with the Texas 
Alcoholic Beverage Commission for a Mixed 
Beverage Permit, a Mixed Beverage Late 
Hours Permit and a Beverage Cartage Per-
mit by SMG F&B Texas, Inc. d/b/a Irving 
Convention Center, to be located at 500 W. 
Las Colinas Blvd., in the City of Irving, in 
the County of Dallas, Texas. The officers 
of said corporation are Harold L. Westley, 
President; William L. Blaziek, Vice President; 
and John F. Burns, Vice President, Secretary 
and Treasurer.

LEGAL NOTICE

HELP
WANTED

CARRIeR NeeDeD
Must be available Friday nights. 
Good driving record and must 
have licence and insurance 
972-870-1992

Looking for people with print media background

New publication is being started at the DFW Airport, and we need people 
for everything from sales to graphic design. All pay is performance based. 
This is an opportunity to start with a company that grew by more than 
20% in 2010. Call 214-676-1145 and leave a message. We are working 
limited hours during the Holidays.

Why wait in lines?
PURCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

Tickets on sale NOW! - Online or at the Theater

Tron: Legacy In 3D

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Proposed Revisions

of Floodplain Maps

The floodplain administrator of the City of Irving, 
in accordance with National Flood Insurance Pro-
gram regulation 65.7(b)(1), hereby gives notice of 
the City of Irving’s intent to revise the 1% annual 
chance water surface elevations (100-year flood 
elevations), the floodplain, and the floodway, 
specifically located from 400 feet downstream 
of State Highway 114 (SH 114) to approximately 
8,400 feet up-stream on Hackberry Creek.  The 
revisions result in a variable increase and decrease 
of the 100-year water surface elevation, floodplain 
width and floodway width.

Specifically, the City of Irving requests revi-
sions to the Flood Insurance Rate Map for Dallas 
County Texas and incorporated areas, (Commu-
nity Panel Nos. 48113C0145J and 48113C0165J).  
Maps and detailed analysis of the floodplain and 
floodway revisions can be reviewed at Irving City 
Hall in the Capital Improvement Department at 
825 West Irving Boulevard.  Interested persons 
may call Garry Fennell at 972-721-3721.

internal savings account.” Under 
the supervision of plan administrator 
Gideon-Toal, the City establishes a 
baseline for the property tax rev-
enues in a given year, 2010 in this 
case. In following years, a portion of 
the property tax revenues in excess 
of this baseline are channeled into 
the Tax Increment Reinvestment 
Zone. Funds may be modest in the 
early years of a TIF. There may be 
some years that property values fall, 
so that there are no additions to the 
TIF. But as the TIF remains in effect, 
30 years in the case of the Irving 
Boulevard model, it will all add up 
to an estimated $86 million in total 
revenue projection. That’s cash only. 
This TIF entails no plans for a bond 
election.
 There will be tight controls over 
the use of those funds. 
 “It’s for infrastructure,” Kass 
said. “If we need to expand sewer 
capacity for a proposed new or 
expanded business, the TIF funds 
would be appropriate. It’s only for 
projects in the Irving Boulevard re-
development area, we can’t take it to 
use in Las Colinas, for example.”
 The actual corridor is a patch-
work of mixed-use areas, with a 
limited number of homes. A con-
dition of the TIF is that the area 
comprise no more than ten percent 
of single family houses. Asked if the 
City would invoke eminent domain 

to achieve that goal, Kass said the 
City has a policy against the use of 
eminent domain to claim property 
against the owner’s will. 
 “We’re partners with our citi-
zens. We’ll look instead for a way 
to work it out with the owner,” he 
said.
 The Heritage Crossing Redevel-
opment Project is a piece of the TIF 
puzzle. 
 “Delbert McDougal is the 
City’s preferred developer for that 
area, which keeps us out of the 
property-buying business,” Kass 
said. “The neighborhoods around the 
old downtown district have already 
gone through some changes, with 
a number of homes torn down or 
removed. Those were all voluntary, 
by the way. 
 “Our plans for the TIF were 
structured to include most of those 
properties, which would carry no 
value as vacant lots. So any develop-
ment in that area will mean money 
for the City. We see that area as 
the goose that could lay the golden 
egg.”
 Vacant lots that have seen no 
improvement and no change are 
worrisome to some residents. Kass 
admits he’s spoken to several citi-
zens about this inactivity. 
 “I tell those people, just be 
patient. It’s hard to get a loan at 
the banks right now, with some of 

them requiring 20 percent equity for 
projects. Even the developers don’t 
have the money right now to move 
forward.”
 When pressed about the possi-
bility that TIF funds might somehow 
be used to shore up financing for the 
Heritage Crossing Redevelopment 
Project, Kass emphasized that there 
is no way that would happen. 
 “It’s for infrastructure,” he re-
peated. “Now, if we’re asked to help 
build capacity for a future project 
by enhancing lighting or roads or 
sewers, we could use the funds for 
that. But we don’t have the money 
now. We’re frank about telling a 
developer that we can cooperate only 
if and when the funds become avail-
able. Do they go ahead and expand, 
hoping that we’ll help with the TIF 
funds down the road? They’re taking 
a chance. We think those funds will 
come in. But there’s no guarantee.”
 Odds are the funds will be there. 
Figures provided by Gideon-Toal 
as part of their feasibility study 
show that while property values did 
decline city-wide by 3.43 percent 
in 2009, values along the Irving 
Boulevard corridor actually lost only 
.17 percent. And while the city-wide 
figures for 2010 show even further 
decline, at 4.57 percent, values in the 
TIF area increased by 2.32 percent.
 Still, citizens have been con-
cerned. Kass said he’s heard com-
plaints that the redevelopment will 
impact property values, and an 

increase in assessed value will mean 
an increase in property taxes due.
“It’s a double-edged sword,” said 
Kass. “Generally, property values 
will increase by about 2 percent per 
year, even if we don’t do anything. 
Everybody wants their house to be 
worth more when it’s time to sell 
it. “
 K a s s  u n -
derscored that a 
property owner 
can still petition 
to have a proper-
ty removed from 
the TIF area.
 “But then I 
can’t help you 
with your infra-
structure needs. 
You’d be left out, 
even as your val-
ues still go up,” 
he said.
 N o w  t h a t 
the City Coun-
cil has approved 
the TIF, what’s 
next? A planned 
partnership with 
Dallas County is 
not yet finalized, 
but Kass expects 
c o n f i r m a t i o n 
in the coming 
weeks. It will 
then take about 
18 months for 
moneys to begin 

to accumulate in the “internal sav-
ings account” but Kass said there 
is a built-in commitment for yearly 
reports. 
 “We’ll have a presentation to the 
Council and the City, and we’ll ask 
to hear from citizens every year,” he 
said. 

Continued from page 1

Tight	controls	to	be	placed	on	TIF	monies
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  They will love the Jefferson Street Bed and Breakfast Inn. 
Family & Friends coming?

512 S Jefferson St., Irving

www.IrvingBnB.com - 972-253-2000

508	N.	O’Connor	Rd.
Irving, TX 75061

Phone:	972-254-2666
Fax:	972-259-7483

10% off
with Coupon

10% off
with Coupon

Catering Service

“Authentic Flavor of Mexico”

OPEN DAILY - 7am Breakfast

IRVINGCOUPONS

Irving	Chiropractic	&	Wellness
850 W. John Carpenter Frwy.

Irving, TX 75039
Phone 972-714-0800

Fax972-714-0887

$1.00 off
the purchase of a Frappe,

or a Smoothie, or an Iced Coffee

Only at McDonald’s
5220 N. MacArthur

(On MacArthur north of Hidden Ridge)

Plus tax if applicable.  Not valid with any other coupon or offer. Limit one coupon per visit. Present coupon before ordering.
Cash value 1/20 of one cent Coupon Expires 12/31/2010. Duplicated or copies of coupon will not be accepted.

1800	Market	Place	Blvd.	Ste	140,	Irving,	75063 

“RE/MAX DFW Associates”
“Each office is independently owned and operated.”

“May the Peace and Joy of Christmas Bless 
you and your Family this Holiday Season.

Have a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.”

469-231-7793
David	Patterson	-	Realtor

www.davidp.remax.com

(972) 556 - 1172
www.cosmeticDentistRyoflascolinas.com

Dr. Naik --- DFW’s Premiere Cosmetic Dentist
Cosmetic and Family Dentistry of Las Colinas

975 W. John Carpenter Fwy,  Ste 115, Irving, TX 75039

Whitening	Trays	&
Whitening	Gel	for	Life

New patients only Expires 12/31/2010

Upon completion of  Exam,
X-ray and Cleaning

FREE
Valid for first one hour session which consists of  a 50 
minute massage and time for consultation and dressing

M
E1

51
3

$49 Introductory 1-Hour
Massage Session

Las Colinas
975 W. John Carpenter Frwy.
Hwy. 114 & MacArthur Blvd.

972-556-0777

Provided by Lana Shuman
 Thousands of  red-bowed 
wreaths decorated Veterans’ graves 
and memorials across the country 
on Dec. 11, when volunteers placed 
them at 131 Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA) national cemeteries, 
state Veterans cemeteries, at Arling-
ton National Cemetery and memo-
rial sites. 
 “This is one of the most beauti-
ful events repeated across the coun-
try as thousands of volunteers honor 

Thousands of wreaths decorate veterans’ graves
our Nation’s heroes,” said Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs Eric K. Shinseki. 
“It is inspiring to see the volunteers 
show their respect and gratitude for 
the Veterans who served our Na-
tion.” 
 Last  year  approximately 
161,000 wreaths and more than 
100,000 volunteers participated in 
activities. This marks the fifth year 
of the nationwide event. 
 Most of the wreaths are donated 

Provided by Christine Carter
 The University of Dallas an-
nounced  the appointment of a new 
member to the University’s Board of 
Trustees. Tan Parker will begin his 
three-year term immediately.
 Parker is an alumnus of the Uni-

University of Dallas names Tan 
Parker	to	Board	of	Trustees

by individuals, groups and busi-
nesses that purchase them through 
the Wreaths Across America (WAA) 
program, which donated at least 
seven wreaths to every VA national 
cemetery representing the branches 
of the military services. Civil Air Pa-
trol units arranged brief ceremonies 
at many locations. 
 The ceremonies and wreaths 
at VA national cemeteries have in-
creased every year. 

versity of Dallas, where he served as 
the Student Government President 
during his undergraduate studies. 
After graduating from the Univer-
sity of Dallas, Parker received his 
graduate degree from the London 
School of Economics and has since 

enjoyed 16 years as a successful 
Texas businessman.
 “It is truly an honor to be asked 
to help lead the University of Dallas 
into the future. There are many fine 
institutions of higher learning in 
Texas, but the University of Dallas 
has distinguished itself as an ex-
traordinary place to achieve a world 
class education. This is a wonderful 
family to be a part of and I look 
forward to my service in this new 
role,” Parker said.
 Parker is also a member of the 
Texas House of Representatives, 
representing House District 63 of 
Denton County. 

Provided by Melissa Cannon 
 The Irving Convention and 
Visitors Bureau (ICVB) Board of 
Directors elected James Cassels to 
serve as chair and Chris Arrington 
to serve as vice-chair effective 
immediately. Cassels moves into 
the position previously held by Dr. 
Carlton Turner, who served as chair 
since December 2009. Both Cassels 
and Arrington have served on the 
ICVB board since December 2007, 
with Cassels most recently serving 
as vice-chair, and Arrington as the 
chair of the Board’s Community 
Relations Committee, and vice-chair 
of its Board Development Commit-
tee. 
 Cassels is a 73-year Texas resi-
dent and a 10-year Irving resident. 
For 35 years, Cassels owned Texas 
International Aviation, an aircraft 
sales business with warehouses in 
Australia, Ireland, France, Israel 
and several locations throughout the 
United States. Cassels retired and 
sold the business in 1998.
 The ICVB Board of Directors, 
comprised of 11 voting and seven 
non-voting members, is a policy-
making body that oversees bureau 
operations, including the new Irving 
Convention Center at Las Colinas. 

ICVB Board elects officers
Board members are appointed by the 
Irving City Council for up to three 
two-year renewable terms.

Local scouts volunteer to place wreaths in the Oak Grove Memorial 
Cemetery.
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OBITUARIES

Brown Family Owned and Operated. 
www.brownmem.com 

BROWN’S MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME

Director in Charge
Gary Westerman

972-254-4242

Continuing
The Tradition

“The Right Choice
for Over 50 Years.”Ben F. Brown

Church & Chapel Services
Local, Out of Town Services & Burials

Memorials
Cremation

Memories Flowers

Serving Irving  families
since 1963

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas  75062

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com

“Proudly  Serving  Irving  And  Surrounding  Communities  Since 1933”

IRVING’S ONLY PERPETUAL CARE CEMETERY

(972) 579-1844

1413 E. Irving Blvd.
Irving, TX. 75060

Serenity Niche Columnbarium

ACCEPTING ALL
Pre-Need Funerals

Chapel of Roses
Funeral Home

1225 E. Irving Blvd. 75060

972-554-1031

Owned & Operated by the
Chism & Crouch Families

Directors: Charlotte Chism Waldrum
      Harrell Chism  -  Tommy Conrad

Offering:
 Traditional Funeral Services
 Cremation
 Military Services

& cRemation seRvices

972-259-7644
403 South Britain Rd., 

Irving TX 75060

A preferred
LifeLegacy provider

www.chismsmithfuneralhome.com

matthew

James hoveR
Matthew James 
Hover went home 
to be with the 
Lord on Sunday, 
December 12th. 
Mat thew was 
born on January 
23, 1988 in Ca-
marillo, CA and 

resided in Irving, TX. He is survived 
by his mother, Brenda Baros, father, 
James Hover, step-father, Mike 
Baros, sister, Melissa Baros, brother 
Steven Baros and grandmothers, Jo 
Ann Purdy and Margarita Hover 
both of El Paso. And also his ex-
tended family, Pat, Donna, Shaun, 
Kyndra and Brendon O’Reilly; 
Janet, Steve, Daniel, David, Stefani 
and Michael Farris, Joe and Jennifer 
James; Debra Brown, Michael and 
Nick Glatter; Mark, Kristen, Joanne 
and Heather Correll; and Belinda 
and Jeanell Suggs. Matthew attend-
ed Macarthur High School in Irving, 
TX. He loved the ocean, fishing and 
rap music. Although he led a life too 
short, Matthew will be remembered 
for his infectious smile, loving spirit 
and his love for the Lord. He will be 
missed. A memorial service was held 
at Irving Bible Church, 2435 Kin-
west Parkway, Irving, TX  on Friday, 
December 17th at 10:30 a.m. with 
Scott Werntz officiating. Arrange-
ments made by Brown’s Memorial 
Funeral Home. 

tom w. websteR
Tom W. Webster, of Irving, was born 
February 13, 1931 in Bryan, Texas. 
He died Saturday, December 11, 
2010. Graveside services were held 

at 2 PM Tuesday, December 14, 
2010 at Laurel Land Memorial Park, 
Fort Worth. Arrangements made by 
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home. 

loy mac 
beech

Loy Mac Beech 
w a s  b o r n  o n 
Mar. 17, 1938 
in Memphis, TX 
and passed away 
unexpectedly on 

Nov. 29, 2010 in Irving, TX where 
she and her husband of 37 years, 
R.W. Beech resided. She was pre-
ceded in death by her father, James 
A. Cranford and sister, Martha Car-
rol. She is survived by her children, 
Leonard Thompson and wife, Paula, 
Leslie Wood and husband, Floyd; 
4 grandchildren: Jared, Matthew, 
Shelby and Kristopher; 3 stepchil-
dren: Suzanne, Ronald and Robert; 
4 step grandchildren: Sarah, Ryan, 
Randon and Casey; one great grand-
child: Joseph. She is also survived 
by her husband, her mother, Gladys 
Cranford; sisters: Patricia Williams 
and husband, Melvin, Sharon Mer-
tins and husband, Orville; nieces: 
Dianna White and Lori Kestel; neph-
ews, Tony Williams and Lee Mertins 
and their families. Among the things 
she enjoyed the most in life were 
being with family, watching football 
and reading. She loved us all dearly 
and we will cherish her memory 
always. She will always be in our 
hearts. A memorial service was held 
Mon, Dec. 13, 2010 at 12:30PM, at 
Restland Wildwood Chapel. Grave-
side service was Tues, Dec. 14, 2010 
at 12:30PM at the Finley Cemetery, 
Finley, OK. 

elouise sain
Elouise Sain, 79, of Scurry for 21 
years, died December 13, 2010. 
A former resident of Irving for 40 
years, she was born April 8, 1931 
in Dallas. Service was December 17 
at Community Life Church, Forney. 
Burial was at Restland Memorial 
Park, Dallas. Arrangements by Don-
nelly’s Colonial Funeral Home. 

buRl Gee
Burl Gee, of Irving, passed away 
December 12, 2010. He was born 
May 31, 1919 in Granbury. Funeral 
services were held at 2 PM Tuesday, 
December 14, 2010 at First United 
Methodist Church in Irving. Burial 
followed at Oak Grove Memorial 
Gardens. Arrangements made by 
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home. 

Jim ZimmeRman
Jim Zimmerman, 60, of Bedford, 
died December 13, 2010. He was 
born November 26, 1950 in McK-
inney. Visitation was Thursday at 
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home. 
Interment at Dallas-Fort Worth 
National Cemetery followed by a 
celebration of life service at 1:00 
p.m., Friday, December 17 at the 
Unity Church, Irving. 

helen sampson
Helen Sampson, 86, of Irving, died 
December 10, 2010 in Allen. She 
was born August 18, 1924 in Abbott, 
TX. Visitation was at Donnelly’s 
Colonial Funeral Home. Vigil was 
Sunday, Mass of Christian Burial 
Monday, December 13 at Holy Fam-
ily of Nazareth Catholic Church. 
Burial at Calvary Hill Cemetery, 
Dallas

 Since 2006, Dallas Safari 
Club (DSC) has granted more than 
$750,000 in funding for wildlife and 
habitat conservation, youth and pub-
lic education, and hunter advocacy 
programs within the state of Texas.
 DSC passed the milestone, five-
year figure in November.
 The Texas total represents 36 
percent of all DSC grants issued 
worldwide since 2006.
 “Dallas Safari Club has become 
an international force in conserva-
tion but we like to help with worthy 
projects here at home, too,” said Ben 
Carter, DSC executive director. “The 
fact is, we’re granting more money 
today than anytime in our history, 
and we’re positioned to do that 

because of the quality and growth 
of our main annual fundraiser, our 
convention and expo.”
 DSC-funded projects in Texas 
have included desert bighorn sheep 
restoration, several university re-
search projects, firearm safety 
instruction, public lectures, intro-
ducing youths to traditional outdoor 
recreation and conservation, provid-
ing venison for needy families and 
more.
 Texas Parks and Wildlife De-
partment has received numerous 
DSC grants which helped fund 
the state’s National Archery in the 
Schools Program, desert bighorn 
project, fisheries projects, life insur-
ance for game wardens, Operation 

Game Thief, wildlife expos and 
symposiums.
 “The generosity of Dallas Safari 
Club towards these important wild-
life conservation and sporting pro-
grams has simply been unending,” 
said Carter Smith, executive director 
of Texas Parks and Wildlife Dept. 
“Over the years, DSC has been one 
of our closest and most longstand-
ing partners. We appreciate all they 
do to foster a strong conservation 
ethic among Texas sportsmen and 
to promote our great outdoor tradi-
tions to new generations of hunters 
and anglers. Rest assured, we could 
not do our work at Texas Parks and 
Wildlife without them.”
Source: Dallas Safari Club

Dallas Safari Club tops $750K 
in 5 years for Texas projects 

Provided by Alison Kwong
 VHA Inc., the national health care 
network, has been named the 38th best 
place to work in health care by Modern 
Healthcare magazine. VHA is one of 
only 16 companies that have been 
ranked within the top 100 for three 
consecutive years and one of only 
six Texas-based health care-related 
companies to be included in this list. 
 The magazine compiled this 
year’s list using information collected 
from thousands of health care workers 
at more than 300 health care compa-

nies nationwide, including hospitals, 
suppliers and service companies. 
Modern Healthcare asked questions 
related to:
Leadership and planning 
Culture and communications 
Quality of working environment 
Training and development . 
 VHA has 852 employees in 
Irving and an additional 662 employ-
ees throughout its 16 regional offices 
nationwide. VHA’s employee base 
includes 160 nurses, pharmacists and 
doctors. 

groups that make up the DFW coali-
tion.
 “We’d have run these ads on 
Dallas buses as well,” said DFW 
CoR Coordinator Terry McDonald, 
“but when we approached DART, 
they chose to stop running all 
religiously-related ads rather than 
include ours.”
 The Fort Worth bus ads are also 

part of a national effort sponsored 
by DFW CoR’s parent organization, 
the United Coalition of Reason. 
Thus there have been similar transit 
ads this year in Detroit, Northwest 
Arkansas, Philadelphia and Wash-
ington DC.
 “The point of our national cam-
paign is to reach out to the millions 
of humanists, atheists and agnostics 
living in the United States,” said 
Fred Edwords, national director of 
the United Coalition of Reason. 
“Nontheists like these sometimes 
don’t realize there’s a community 
out there for them because they’re 
inundated with religious messages 
at every turn. So we hope this will 
serve as a beacon and let them know 

they aren’t alone.”
 Reaching out to a secular audi-
ence isn’t the only goal of the cam-
paign. 
 “We want religious people to 
understand that non-believers are 
basically the same as everyone 
else,” said McDonald. “We are as 
good, as moral as any other group. If 
you look you’ll find us among your 
friends, neighbors, coworkers and 
family members. There are about 
50 million non-religious people in 
the United States. It’s time we were 
recognized and granted our rightful 
place in society.” 
 For more details on the Fort 
Worth campaign, go to www.DFW-
CoR.org .

Godless	ads	to	go	on	Fort	Worth	transit	buses
Tarrant County cities. They will 
continue until the end of the year.
 Placed by the Dallas-Fort Worth 
Coalition of Reason (DFW CoR), 
each ad features the words displayed 
over an image of an American flag 
made up of the faces of real atheist 
and agnostic people. The campaign 
is designed to help those interested 
find the fifteen area nontheistic 

Provided by Fred Edwords
 “Millions of Americans are 
Good without God.” These words 
are part of a coordinated multi-
organizational ad campaign. It is 
designed to raise awareness about 
people who don’t believe in a god. 
Ads proclaiming this message will 
appear on the sides of “T” buses 
traveling in Fort Worth and other 

VHA 38th best place
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and Joe Putnam have been 
dismissed from the case,” 
Mayor Gears said. “Those at-
torneys would probably admit 
they don’t have any chance of 
winning in the case. The only 
way they win is to try to kill 
our project by experiencing 
too many delays. They think 
they can drag this project out 
long enough and it will die. 
That is simply not the case. 
We have been working on this 
project for three years. We 
have taken on every challenge 
to get it done.
 “The interveners will 
probably keep us in court as 
long as they can, because they 
have deep pockets.” 
Attorney General’s Ques-
tions

 The Attorney General’s 
office has asked the presiding 
judge to rule on two particular 
issues. 
 “When you file a bond 
validation lawsuit, the At-
torney General’s office is a 
part of it, because they rep-
resent the state. The Attorney 
General’s role in regards to 
selling and issuing bonds is 
to approve the documents 
and ordinances that create 
the bond issue itself,” Mayor 
Gears said.
 “In all cases where you 
sell bonds, you work with 
the Attorney General’s office 
to make sure you are doing 
everything right. In our case, 
we decided to take it a step 
further and go into a district 

court to have them examine 
what we are doing to make 
sure it is right. With the ap-
proval of the court, you don’t 
have to worry about future 
challenges. So that is why we 
decided to engage in a bond 
validation lawsuit instead of 
just going to the Attorney 
General’s office for their ap-
proval. 
 “We knew that in the case 
of the beverage tax this is the 
first time this has been done. 
It is a product of a newly ap-
proved piece of legislation in 
the last session. The first time 
you do something you have 
to make sure you do it right. 
Everyone is going to have a 
different interpretation of that 
legislation. 
 “There are two issues. 
The first one is the state tax 
rebate for mixed beverages, 
the Hotel Occupancy Tax and 
for sales tax. The question 
from the Attorney General is, 
‘are these tax rebates subject 
to a two year appropriation?’ 
The state government works 
on a two year cycle, so there 
is a two year budget. We have 
a constitutional law that says 
you can’t incur expenses be-
yond two years without an ap-
propriation every two years. 
The answer the Attorney 
General has given in at least 
four other of these type proj-
ects within the state of Texas 
is, ‘no, they are not subject to 
a two year appropriation.’ 
 “In 1987 the voters in 
Texas passed a constitutional 
amendment that allowed for 
an exception for economic 
development related projects 
or projects that create or retain 
jobs. Our project qualifies 
under that exception to not 
be subject to the biennial ap-
propriation. 
 “We don’t completely 

understand that question. But 
if they want answers in the 
trail court for that question, 
we are happy to give it to 
them in front of a judge and 
let him decide. 
 “The other issue is the 
state mixed beverage tax. 
The Attorney General wants 
it clarified that we are eligible 
to receive that. The answer to 
that question is at the heart 
of the legislation that was 
passed. One of the primary 
changes we asked for in the 
legislation was that projects 
supported by the rebates of 
state taxes include the state’s 
mixed beverage tax as well as 
the states’ Hotel Occupancy 
Tax and sales tax. It seems 
logical that it would be. These 
are incremental taxes to the 
state that won’t exist if the 
project doesn’t get done. 
 “It is a great incentive 
program the states have pro-
vided over the years to have 
development around conven-
tion centers, because that 
is a common need in about 
every community that has a 
convention center. We will 
be accessing a program that 
has been in existence for 
several years. Our legislation 
expanded those cities that are 
eligible for it by only two or 
three as well as adding the 
mixed beverage tax into what 
is eligible to be received. 
 “It hasn’t been done be-
fore. It is new legislation and 
the Attorney General wants 
to make sure the question is 
raised in a trial court accord-
ing to the legislation as it 
was passed are we eligible to 
receive it? It is the same thing 
we are asking for. And it is the 
same thing we are asking for 

on about 18 different items 
in the trial court. We’ve got 
it down to two outstanding 
questions,” he said.
Bond Validation Suit Prog-
ress
 The bond validation suit 
seems to be moving closer to 
a final judgment.
 “All the other pieces of 
the bond validation lawsuit 
have been ruled on in our 
favor. In the trial court, the 
judge stated he has found we 
will substantially win in this 
case when the judgment is 
entered. He had to make that 
finding in order to dismiss the 
challengers for failure to post 
their bond. The appeals court 
upheld both those decisions 
and also reviewed these ques-
tions of the Attorney General, 
and ruled in our favor,” Mayor 
Gears said.
 “The trial court judge 
is getting ready to make his 
judgment, so he has asked we 
present the judgment we want 
him to sign. The Attorney 
General submitted the judg-
ment reflecting the two ques-
tions they have. We submitted 
a judgment with the answers 
to those two questions. That 
happened simultaneously. 
Once those judgments were 
stamped into court, they be-
came public record. 
 “The court itself has 
made no decisions on our po-
sition or their questions. The 
judge asked for a hearing with 
oral arguments to clarify the 
Attorney General’s questions. 
Then the judge will make his 
decision whether or not what 
we are doing is completely 
appropriate, and whether 
there are any additional ques-
tions with any piece of it.”

Build America Bonds
 Expected to expire at 
the end of the year, the Build 
America Bonds will not be 
available for the construction 
of the Entertainment Center. 
However, the possible impact 
of not acquiring the bonds is 
a matter of debate.
 “If the Build Ameri-
ca Bonds are not extended, 
which it is my opinion they 
are not going to be, that is 
about a million dollar a year 
increase in the City’s costs,” 
Mr. Putnam said.
 Mayor Gears’ explained 
the value of the bonds was 
never a solid component of 
the financing model. 
 “The Build America 
Bonds could have provided 
us some advantages and sav-
ings. We never were able to 
determine the significance 
of the Build America Bonds 
program, because we haven’t 
finished preparing the finan-
cial model. We don’t know 
what the ratings on these 
bonds are going to be. The 
effect of the Build America 
Bonds program has a lot to do 
with what the interest rates are 
going in,” Mr. Gears said.
 “We wanted the oppor-
tunity to reduce the interest 
costs by participating in that 
program if it made sense to. 
But it doesn’t always make 
sense to. It is a complicated 
program. Our tax exempt 
bonds become taxable. That 
means instead of paying four 
and a half percent interest, 
now we are paying six and 
a half. We would get a 35 
percent credit on the six and 
a half, which brings the inter-
est down to about four and a 
half. Is it really worth it to do 
that or not? In some cases it 
is. It depends on the interest 
spread. We felt like that on a 
portion of these bonds the in-
terest rate would be such that 
the Build America Bonds pro-
gram would be advantageous 
for us. But it is not critical to 
our ability to get this done. 
 “We were working on this 
project before Build America 
Bonds were even created. “
Economic Stability
 The Entertainment Cen-
ter remains a critical piece 
in the growth and economic 
stability of the community, 
according to Mayor Gears.
 “The Entertainment Cen-
ter is a significant project for 
our community. It is important 
that we have an entertainment 
destination. We blew up our 
entertainment destination. To-
day there is no reason to come 
to Irving as an entertainment 
destination. That is not good 
for our hospitality industry, 
which is one of our largest in-
dustries given that we have an 
international airport. What we 
are tending to here is a critical 
component of our economy,” 
Mayor Gears said. 
 “We are creating a couple 
of thousand jobs. We are 
bringing in millions of people 
into the Urban Center, which 
spurs the completion of Water 
Street and other retail devel-
opments that are needed to 
support the residential units 
that have already been built 
near the train station which 
is already on its way and is 
going to arrive in the middle 
of 2012. All these pieces are 
critical to the transit oriented 
development occurring in the 
Las Colinas Urban Center 
which is an important part of 
our whole community’s tax 
base.” 
Future of Bonds
 There are still a number 
of steps that must be com-
pleted before bonds for the 
Entertainment Center can 
be sold and construction be-
gins.
 “We have to get our 
bonds validated. We have to 
get investment grade ratings 
from the rating agencies. 
Billy Bob has notified the 
City that he has signed a term 
sheet for his $50 million in 

Continued from page 1

Attorney General’s questions to be answered by judge

See MORE, Page 9
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(972) 556 - 1172
www.cosmeticDentistRyoflascolinas.com

Dr. Naik --- DFW’s Premiere Cosmetic Dentist
Cosmetic and Family Dentistry of Las Colinas

975 W. John Carpenter Fwy,  Ste 115, Irving, TX 75039

Spend Your InSurance dollarS Before TheY expIre!

$50 Off 
Your next treatment 

with this coupon
Expires 12/31/2010

ZOOM 
Whitening

$299
Some exceptions 

may apply

Porcelain Veneers
Oral	Surgery/Implants

Early	&	Late	Appointments
Free	Cosmetic	Consultations

Exam, X-Rays & 
Cleaning $89.00

New Patients Only
Expires 12/31/2010

All	Ceramic	Crowns
Gentle Periodontal Treatment
Same	Day	Emergency	Appts
Nitrous	Oxide/Oral	Sedation

New	Patients	Welcome
0%	Financing	

Modern Technology
CEREC		One-hour	Crowns

Las Colinas Village
located at 114 & MacArthur

We are a debt relief agency. We help people file for bankruptcy relief under the bankruptcy code. Principal Office in Bedford TX.

PHONES ANSWERED 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK

Toll Free 1-866-300-1-LAW (529)
861 W. John Carpenter Frwy. Suite 100 Irving

“Committed To Service”

Divorce
Child Custody
Modifications
Contempt

Felony
Misdemeanor 
Murder
Juvenile Cases
NON DISCLOSURE OF 
CRIMINAL RECORD

Family	Law
Adoptions
Name Changes
Protective Orders

Child Support
Grandparent Rights
Juvenile Cases

Criminal	Law
DWI
Assault
Drug Cases
Weapon Offenses
Sexual Assault

Shoplifting
Theft
Hot Checks & Burglary
Conditional Dismissal
Criminal Expunction

Federal Law May Help You Stop:
Home Foreclosure
Car Repossession

IRS & Student Loan Garnishment
Harassing Collection Calls
Lawsuits

Bankruptcy
Federal	Law	May	Help	You

SToP:

equity, so they are waiting on us. 
Then we have to get the financial 
model right to show we will have 
the coverages we need to protect 
the pledges we are going to make. 
All that gets reviewed thoroughly 
by experts in finance, law and the 
bond market. In the end when we 
put it together and it is acceptable to 
the bond market that is the true tell. 
Are bond investors going to accept 
this project or not? We are told they 
are very excited about what they see 
so far, and they are waiting for us to 
pull it together and get it to market,” 
Mayor Gears said.
 The opposition believes hurdles 
presented in the development of the 
bonds may be insurmountable.  
 “The litigation is not complete. 
It is not finished, because we are 
simply going to the court of ap-
peals,” Mr. Putnam said. “We will 
have to wait and see what will hap-
pen after that. 
 “It is hard to predict what the 
picture will be after the first of 
the year in terms of their ability to 
finance. These things are all still up 
in the air. It is hard to say where this 
is going at all. 
 “Even without the legal issues 
involved, we still have the political 
questions that will be coming up 
next year. If this drags on much 
longer, it will be involved in City 
Council races. No matter what hap-
pens with the City’s financing, it 
is our intention to have a Charter 
petition signature drive this coming 
spring to take away their alcohol 
exemption. If we are successful in 
that, then the project is out of busi-
ness. The Entertainment Center can’t 
operate without alcohol. The voters 
ultimately have the ability either 

through the City Council elections 
or through the repeal of the alcohol 
exemption to stop the project.
 “Our petition would be to have 
a Charter amendment on the ballot 
in May 2012. If it passes and we 
take away their ability to have bars, 
the project essentially is shut down. 
Under their financial plan, they have 
to sell at least 60 percent alcohol. 
Even then, it is an iffy proposition. 
 “There will be a lot of fireworks 
before they get their $200 million,” 
he said.

Continued from page 8
More fireworks expected

Provided by Denise Cooper
 The holidays bring many de-
lights, along with some unwanted 
risks. Pick-pockets and robbers 
often prey on distracted shoppers. 
But today’s consumers should also 
guard against identity thieves, said 
Dr. Lynne Vieraitis, associate profes-
sor of criminology at The University 
of Texas at Dallas. 

 Whether shopping online or 
via phone, Vieraitis recommends 
using common sense and verifying 
that you’re dealing with a reputable 
company before giving out any per-
sonal information. When you’re in 
a store, keep an eye on who handles 
your cards. She recommends using 
cash or credit cards rather than debit 
while shopping. 

Guard against holiday ID theft
 “It is better to have a thief max 
out your credit card than empty your 
checking account,” Vieraitis said.
 Be wary in restaurants, too. 
 “I never use my debit card at 
a restaurant or any establishment 
where it will leave my sight,” she 
said.
 Because you can’t guard against 
all scammers, monitor your bank 

and credit card accounts regularly. 
Check your credit report routinely. 
And if your identification documents 
(driver’s license, social security 
card, credit cards, etc.) are stolen, 
minimize potential damage by re-
porting the theft to any appropriate 
agencies: the Department of Motor 
Vehicles, credit card company, and 
the Social Security Administration. 
 Vieraitis said victims should 
file a report with their local police 
department, keep a copy of the 
report and submit another report 
to the Federal Trade Commission’s 
website. Even if the thief does not 
immediately charge your credit card 
or use your information to commit 
fraud, victims should consider plac-
ing a fraud alert or credit freeze on 
their credit reports right away. 

Provided by Marissa Carberry
 The Bank of America Charitable 
Foundation has issued a call for ap-
plications for its national Student 
Leaders program, which honors and 
awards five civic-minded high school 
juniors or seniors in each of the 45 
participating communities for their 
commitment to and demonstration of 
community service and leadership. 
 The 2011 Student Leaders will 
participate in paid eight-week summer 
internships at local nonprofit organiza-
tions and will travel to Washington, 

D.C. to attend the week-long Bank of 
America Student Leadership Summit. 
There, they will learn how service cre-
ates positive change in communities 
and how nonprofit, government and 
corporate collaboration is instrumental 
in community revitalization. 
 Award recipients are chosen by 
local selection committees comprised 
of private, public and nonprofit sector 
leaders and chaired by local Bank of 
America executives in the 45 partici-
pating communities. 
 Applications are due by Jan. 12 

and can be submitted online at www.
bankofamerica.com/neistudentlead-
ers. Each student is asked to include 
a letter of recommendation from a 
teacher, guidance counselor or prin-
cipal with his or her application.
 The Student Leaders program is 
part of the foundation’s larger Neigh-
borhood Excellence Initiative®. By 
the end of 2011, the initiative’s com-
mitment will exceed $150 million, and 
nearly 700 nonprofits organizations, 
1,700 community leaders and 1,700 
high school students awarded.

Outstanding high school leaders needed
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“Provided	in	partnership	with	the	Greater	Irving-Las	Colinas	Chamber	of	Commerce.”	

Please contact
the	Chamber	at	
214.217.8484

if we can assist you
Main Office

5201 N. O’Connor Blvd., 
Ste. 100

Irving, TX 75039
Heritage District Office

135 S. Jefferson St.
Irving TX 75060

business bRiefs
DALLAS BUSINESS JOURNAL

PRESENTS BEST PLACES TO WORK 
AWARD TO CITY OF IRVING

The recent City Council work session included a 
presentation by the Dallas Business Journal. The 
publication formally honored the City of Irving 
for being named one of the best places to work 
as voted by the City’s employees.  City Manager 
Tommy Gonzalez accepted the award, noting that 
it demonstrates how city staffers feel about City 
Hall, and also the degree to which city council 
shows support for city staff during the 2010-11 
budgeting process. 

IRVING NOW HOME TO FOUR
INTERNATIONAL CHILI CHAMPIONS

Tom Dozier, an employee with the City of Irving, 
recently won the Chili Appreciation Society 
International Chili Championship, earning first 
place among 327 of the best chili cooks in the 
world competing in Terlingua, Texas.  With the 
victory, Irving is now home to four champions 

- the most living champions in any city in the 
nation. Irving’s other championships belong to 
Dusty Hudspeth (1984), Doris Coats (1991) and 
Bob Coats (1999). 
 

INDEPENDENT BANK OF TEXAS
NAMES NEW CEO & VICE PRESIDENT

Independent Bank of Texas (IBT) has named 
Phillip M. Standley to the position of Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer, succeeding Brad Durham who 
remains with the bank as President, devoting his 
time to business development and continuing 
to oversee the bank’s sales and lending opera-
tions. Standley has been a founding member of 
the bank since its inception in Irving in 2003 
as Executive Vice President and CFO, and as a 
member of the bank and holding company Board 
of Directors. Additionally, IBT has announced 
that Melissa Rose has joined the bank as vice 
president of operations. She will be responsible 
for BSA compliance and Human Resources.
 

HMS SPONSORS FOOD DRIVE
IN SUPPORT OF IRVING CARES

The Irving chapter of HMS Helps recently spon-
sored a food drive in support of Irving Cares. Em-
ployees from HMS, a leader in cost containment 
solutions for government-funded, commercial, 
and private entities, donated more than 1,200 
pounds of food to Irving Cares to provide Irving 
residents with temporary assistance and training 
to promote self-sufficiency.
 
PITNEY BOWES CONTINUES HOLIDAY 

MAIL FOR HEROES INITIATIVE
Pitney Bowes employees in North Irving recently 
made personalized holiday greeting cards for 
those who serve in the military. Pitney Bowes, 
a leading manufacturer of postage meters and 
machines, and the American Red Cross started 
the Holiday Mail for Heroes program in 2007. 
Each year the two organizations ship approxi-
mately one million holiday cards to members of 
the military, their families and veterans. 

 JPT Graphics and owners Shir-
ley and Simon Lewenstein recently 
celebrated a ribbon cutting and grand 
opening of their new headquarters 
and studio for their ten employees in 
Irving’s Heritage Crossing at 212 W. 
Irving Boulevard – site of the former 
Boss Rehearsal Studio and Herb 
Shoppe. The company which was 

 The thirty-one Leadership Irving-
Las Colinas Class of 2011 participants 
focused on leadership development 
during their December session. 
 The class was led through an 
impressive day of leadership devel-
opment presentations and activities 
by program sponsor, Mike Overby, 
Principal and Owner of Express Em-
ployment Professionals.  The class was 
held at the Las Colinas Country Club, 
our host sponsor, where attendees re-
ceived a warm welcome from General 
Manager Ron Woolard.  
 Jack Smalley, Director of HR 
Learning and Development for Ex-
press Employment Professionals, 
shared important real-life lessons with 
the class as he presented “The Top 10 
Reasons Leaders Fail”.  Randy May-
eux, the founder of and now a con-
sultant for Creative Communications 
Network, then discussed a synopsis 
of the book “Encouraging the Heart: 
A Leader’s Guide to Rewarding and 
Encouraging Others” over a working 
lunch with the class.
 The day concluded with a local 
leadership panel that discussed career 

highlights and keys to leadership suc-
cess.  The panel was moderated by 
Mike Overby and included panelists:  
City Manager Tommy Gonzalez; Ali-
son Peat, Fluor Corporation; Charles 
Pierson, Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
North Texas; Randy Mayuex, Creative 
Communications Network, Tom Trot-
ter, IBM Senior Executive Emeritus, 
and Christi Harris, Christi Harris 
Cosmetics.
 The class, which represents 
numerous local private, public, and 
non-profit organizations, will meet the 
first Friday each month through April 
and will focus on a different area of 
Irving-Las Colinas at each meeting.  In 
January, the class will focus on Busi-
ness and Economic Development.
 The mission of Leadership Irving-
Las Colinas is to identify, educate, and 
develop future leaders and to motivate 
these leaders for civic, charitable, and 
community involvement.  If you are 
interested or want to recommend a 
local business or community leader 
for the Class of 2012, please email 
Alysia Bell at abell@irvingchamber.
com or call 214-217-8484. 

 The Greater Irving-Las Coli-
nas Chamber, which became the 
first 5-Star accredited Chamber of 
Commerce in Texas, now has good 
company in the “five star category” 
with the announcement that the Ir-
ving Independent School District is 
now a five star district! 
 The Comptroller of the State 
of Texas, Ms. Susan Combs has 
released the new Financial Alloca-
tion Study for Texas and the Irving 
Independent School District is one 
of only 43 independent school dis-
tricts or charter schools receiving 
the ranking of five-star district! The 
Comptroller’s Financial Allocation 
Study for Texas (FAST) examines 
both academic progress and spend-

ing at Texas’ school districts and 
individual school campuses. 
 Each district and campus is 
assigned a FAST rating of one to 
five stars, indicating its success in 
combining cost-effective spending 
with the achievement of measurable 
student academic progress. Five 
stars reflects the strongest relative 
progress combined with the lowest 
relative spending.
 Additionally, as part of this 
study, the Comptroller’s research 
team evaluated the FAST study 
results to identify districts that have 
improved student achievement while 
keeping expenditures relatively 
low.
 The full report is available at 
www.FASTexas.org.
 Leadership Irving-Las Colinas 
Class Studies Leadership Develop-
ment in December

previously located on Grauwyler in 
Irving purchased the 5,000 square 
foot building and totally refurbished 
both its exterior and interior with 
remarkable results.
 Business has been good for 
the company whose name stands 
for the initials of the Lewenstein 
children—Justin, Pancho, Tita and 

JPT	Graphics	Sets	the	Bar	for
Redevelopment	in	Heritage	Crossing

 Recently Whataburger cel-
ebrated the opening of their newly-
relocated restaurant at 2515 W. 
Airport Freeway (just west of Story 
Road) in Irving with a ribbon cut-
ting celebration. The new location 
replaces the restaurant which was 
formerly located at Wingren and Air-
port Freeway which was purchased 
by TxDOT for the widening of State 
Highway 183 through Irving. 
 In addition to Whataburger per-
sonnel, city officials, and chamber 
staff and ambassadors, a very special 
guest was in attendance. Lynne Dob-
son, who is co-owner of the restau-
rant chain and daughter of founder 
Harmon Dobson, shared with all in 
attendance the restaurant’s long his-
tory which began in 1950 in Corpus 
Christi. 
 The restaurant also presented 

Tom. “We’ve been growing so we 
needed larger quarters. If it keeps 
going well, we might even need to 
build a second story,” Simon Lew-
enstein quipped during the grand 
opening.  
 At the grand opening, students 
from the Universal Academy in 
Irving entertained guests by singing 

Christmas carols and Irving Mayor 
Herbert Gears read a recognizing 
the business.”This day will forever 
be recorded and preserved in history 
as JPT Graphics Day in Irving,” an-
nounced Mayor Gears. 
 Asked why they chose Heri-
tage Crossing, Shirley Lewenstein 
said the decision came down to the 
city’s plans for the area.  “We heard 
about the exciting things the city had 
planned for the downtown area and 

wanted to be part of it.”
 Indeed, with the opening of the 
new McDonald’s on Irving Boule-
vard and the establishment of the 
new Irving Boulevard tax increment 
financing district which will create 
new development and refurbished 
businesses along Irving Boulevard 
like JPT, the Lewenstein’s are indeed 
setting the bar high for revitalization 
of this important business corridor. 

Leadership	Irving	
focuses on Leader-
ship	Development

Irving Now Home to Both
a Five Star Chamber and
a Five Star School District

a check to Irving Cares for much-
needed supplies. “I am so thankful 
to Whataburger for this generous 
donation,” stated Irving Cares ex-
ecutive director and Chamber Board 
member Teddie Story. “With it, we 
are able to buy groceries for those in 
need of temporary assistance.”

Newly-Relocated Whataburger
Celebrates Ribbon Cutting

 Another highlight of the grand 
opening was the ceremonial raising 
of the American Flag by a local troop 
of Boy Scouts. The restaurant fed 
the entire troop and also provided 
samples of the latest Whataburger 
menu offerings including the new 
5-3-1 burger to all in attendance.


