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RamblerRamblerIrvingIrving 50cThought for the week:

“We judge ourselves by what 
we feel capable of doing, 
while others judge us by 
what we have already done.” 
-- Henry Wadsworth Long-
fellow
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Irving Chiropractic & Wellness
850 W. John Carpenter Frwy.

Irving, TX 75039
Phone 972-714-0800

Fax972-714-0887

By Jess Paniszczyn
 Less than a month after the November 
elections, Congress allowed extended unem-
ployment benefits to lapse. As things stand 
now, benefits that had been extended to 99 
weeks will be cut off to approximately 2 mil-
lion Americans. Unemployment benefits once 
again have a 26 week maximum.
 With Christmas just a few weeks away 
and the weather turning colder, those who 
find themselves without benefits are turning to 
charities for assistance in making ends meet. 
 “Our workload will triple even as busy as 
we are now,” said Jacquelyn Bridges-Radford, 
The Salvation Army Irving’s lead caseworker. 
“We’ve been receiving calls all day. People are 
telling us their last check will arrive next week, 
and they can’t pay their rent for December. 
 “We have funds so we can assist those 
who have just lost their unemployment ben-
efits. But funds only go so far. Our doors are 
open to help as much as we can. 
 “It also means the number of families 
needing assistance from the food pantry will 

go up. When you don’t have an income, you 
don’t have food. If people apply for food 
stamps, there is a wait before those benefits 
begin. More demand for the food pantry means 
more trips to the food bank, which costs more 
money.
 “It is going to be hard and rough. I really 
sympathize with the person who is about to 
lose their benefits, because the job market is 
not that great.”
 She predicts the loss of benefits for so 
many jobless people will have a ripple effect 
through society.
 “Crime will probably rise. A desparate 
person does desparate things. Some people 
will do whatever it takes to survive. If that 
means breaking in or robbing someone, they 
will do whatever they think they need to. They 
feel like the government has let them down. 
Their anger can’t be turned on the government, 
so who’s next? The man who is employed. 
 “There will be more homeless people. I 
don’t know what they are going to do, because 
all of the shelters are maxed out now. We will 

see a lot of people sleeping in their vehicles 
and under bridges. We will see more homeless 
walking and being visible, because they don’t 
care. If you are homeless and you go to jail, 
you get three meals and a cot. 
 “I think if they had allowed the unem-
ployment benefits to lapse at the beginning of 
January, it would not have hurt as much. How 
do these people look at their children and tell 
them there will be no Christmas, because there 
is no more money coming in? They work in 
this country, they pay taxes in this country, and 

Congress waits until the holiday season to tell 
them this is what their government thinks of 
them. That is a very hard pill to swallow.
 “I want people to know The Salvation 
Army’s doors are open. They can call to sched-
ule an appointment for financial assistance or 
the food pantry. We open our doors and we 
open our hearts. We are very sorry this has 
happened at this time of year,” she said. 
 The HOPE Center sponsored by the South 

As benefits disappear, local charities 
prepare for increased demand

Provided by Michelle Reichert 
 American Paint Horse, Vibrant Rose, owned by Tricia Aldridge of Irving captured a World 
Championship title recently at the 2010 Fall World Championship Paint Horse Show. The show, 
which was held Nov. 4–13 in Fort Worth is one of the American Paint Horse Association’s 
(APHA’s) premier events.
 Vibrant Rose, a 2004 mare, was shown in the Solid Paint-Bred Pole Bending class by 
Tricia. In this class, horses are timed as they weave through a line of poles.
 Open competitors may be youth, amateurs, or professional trainers, and they can compete 
with their own horses or those owned by another individual.
 The Fall World Championship Show was held at the Will Rogers Memorial Center in Fort 
Worth’s cultural district. With 956 talented Paint Horses and more than 2,000 entries, exhibitors 
competed for prizes and cash payouts totaling $450,000. 

Vibrant Rose wins APHA 
World Championship

By Jess Paniszczyn
 Charles Salter, an orchestra teacher at 
Austin Middle School, composed the music for 
an album, Two Hearts, which was released in 
June. After being reviewed by the GRAMMY 
Committee, the album was selected as a con-
tender for a nominee in the category of Best 
Pop Instrumental Album. A song performed on 
the album, Manantial, was also selected as a 
contender for Song of the Year.  
 “Phil York asked me what I wanted out 
of the album. I told him I wanted my music 
to be heard, and I’d like to make some money 
from it. And I pointed to his GRAMMY and 
I said I wanted one of those. He said, ‘Now 
we have a goal.’ That is where it began,” Mr. 
Salter said.
 “Phil York did the engineering on the al-
bum, and he is on the GRAMMY Committee. 
He sent it in for consideration, which is the 
first step. The GRAMMY Committee listens 

to every single recording that comes in. Then 
they choose recordings for the contender’s 
list. 
 “I am up for song of the year, which I can’t 
see that becoming a GRAMMY nominee. I’m 
not on the radio, especially not in the United 
States yet. I am also up for Best Pop Instru-
mental Album, which I do think I have a good 
chance at. 
 “I’m an unknown so that is going to go 
against me. But for me to get this far was 
amazing.” 
 Putting the album together took several 
musicians and a lot of time.
 “We started in early 2008 to put the ar-
rangements together. We decided not to use 
fake instruments, but to use a real orchestra,” 
he said. “I knew we had a lot of great musi-
cians here in Irving. Many of them are teacher 
friends of mine. So we hired them all. We also 
hired some people from the Plano Symphony, 
Dallas Strings and from around the whole 
area. 
 “We started in August. We got most of 
the basic tracks down for the piano part. I 
composed all the music. On the album, I also 
play piano and some guitar and viola.
 “Then I started having trouble with my 
shoulder. A doctor told me in December of 
’08 that if I didn’t have surgery, I would lose 
the use of my arm. So I stopped playing for a 
while. We worked on the rhythm tracks, the 
guitar, drums and bass. 
 “After the surgery, I had six months of 
rehab and had to learn how to play all over 
again. 
 “We finished finally with all of the techni-
cal difficulties and my learning to play again. 
The album was finished early this year, and it 
was released in June.” 
 When the GRAMMY nominees were 
announced on Dec. 1, Mr. Salter’s album and 
song were not among those named. However, 
he is ready to continue composing and creating 
albums in the future. 
 “This is my first solo album. I have an-
other one completely written, and I’m ready to 
go. We are talking about putting that together 
next year. 
 “I just finished writing the music for a 
Christmas album. I want to see if I can find 
some local childrens choirs and things to in-
clude on that album.
 “I’m doing a lot of writing these days,” 
Mr. Salter said.

Orchestra teacher reaches 
for GRAMMY fame

Photo source:  American Paint Horse Association

See DONATIONS, Page 4
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POLICE & FIRE

Irving Fire Department responded to 283 incidents.
The Fire incidents

    89  Miscellaneous Fire 
         and Rescue Calls
    12   Structure Fires
      3   Special Operations
      3   Vehicle Fires

Medical calls
  31  Major Accidents
  62 Major Medical
  11  Heart Attacks
  23 Difficulty Breathing
  32 Trauma Related
  17 CPR Situations

Irving Fire Department
Activity summary:  Nov. 26 - Dec. 1, 2010

into the Cash Store and displayed 
a handgun and ordered a customer 
to get behind the counter with the 
employee. He took both their cell 
phones and the employee’s keys to 
a Jeep Cherokee. He then emptied 
the cash drawers. As he was leaving 
the store, he encountered another 
customer coming in and took his 
cell phone as well. He fled the area 
north bound on Cheyenne in the 
employee’s vehicle.

Aggravated Robbery: 12-01-10 at 
7:17 p.m.  The suspect entered the 
PDK Food Store and requested lot-
tery tickets from victim/employee. 
The victim was in the process of 
removing the lottery tickets when 
the suspect displayed a knife and 
demanded money from the cash 
drawer. The suspect was given ap-
proximately one hundred dollars in 
cash and fled location westbound 
on foot.

Aggravated Assault: 11-27-10 at 
2:50 p.m.  The suspect and victim 
were involved in a verbal argument 
in the 1400 block of Pickwick Lane. 
The suspect picked up a .32 caliber 
pistol and fired one round towards 
the victim. The bullet ricocheted off 
of a microwave oven and struck the 
victim in the chest. She was trans-
ported to the hospital with non-life 
threatening injury. Investigators and 
Crime Scene responded. The suspect 
was arrested.

Aggravated Robbery: 11-28-10 at 
8:25 p.m.  A male suspect entered 
the Valero, displayed a knife to the 
clerk and demanded lottery tickets. 
The clerk handed over $400 in 
scratch-off tickets and the suspect 
fled on foot. The suspect was wear-
ing gloves.

Aggravated Robbery: 11-29-10 
at 9:30 a.m.  The suspect walked 

 On Monday, 11-29-10, at ap-
proximately 1:17 p.m. Irving Police 
received a 911 call from a male stat-
ing that there was an unconscious 
4-year-old at the residence located in 
the 1400 block of W. SH 183 (Em-
bassy Apartments). When Officers 
arrived at the location, Paramedics 
were already on-scene administer-
ing CPR to a child. Four-year-old 
Dejhane Monett Pollard was trans-
ported to Baylor Irving where she 
was later pronounced deceased. The 
attending physician noted some red 
marks on the front of her neck and 
bruising on her back. 
 The child’s mother and live-in 
boyfriend were later interviewed at 
the Irving Police Department. The 
live-in boyfriend who was with 
the child at the time of the incident 
has been identified as 33-year-old 
Leroy Lynn Hutta. He was initially 

charged with Injury to a Child pend-
ing further investigation. An autopsy 
was performed and the Medical 
Examiner ruled that the child died 
as a result of Homicidal Violence.
 Hutta has now been charged 
with Capital Murder.

Capital Murder
Investigation

Leroy Lynn Hutta

for keeping your sanity.
1. Rethink the Concept of Presents 
– Spending a boatload of cash on 
“stuff” you don’t want is insulting 
enough to your psyche. Doing it for 
other folks, particularly those you 
love, is deluded. Consider exchanging 
“presence” with your Beloved Ones 
instead of “presents.” They’ll be hap-
pier spending quality time with you 
than opening packaged items of fluff 
ordered via Pay Pal, anyway.
2. Beware Excessive Amounts of Cof-
fee and Alcohol – Yes, coffee houses 
and restaurants all over America 
devise a slew of creative beverages 
this time of year, drinks with names 
like Mocha, Candy Cane Espresso 
Blast Off or Cherry Red, Mudslide, 
Curacao Martini with a Lime Twist. 
Consumption of these delights usu-
ally results in indigestion, new and 
undesired skin eruptions, and mi-
graine headaches. All true holiday 
rebels know to avoid them.
3. Eschew Events with People You 
Can’t Stand – Family and friends 
aside, you’ll receive invitations this 
month to “parties” from everyone 
from the local boutique selling Brigh-
ton holiday bracelets at a mark-up, 
to co-workers with French onion 
dip infused breath, carrying sprigs 
of mistletoe to dangle over your 
unsuspecting head. Pssst: you aren’t 
required to attend every event to 
which you’re invited. Some down 
time curled up with a book and a cup 

By Laura Carpini
 The time period between Thanks-
giving and New Year’s Day seems to 
arrive sooner each year. Holiday 
items are already hitting department 
store shelves.  
 If the prospect of being bombard-
ed by oodles of gadgets and sparkly 
items you don’t need leaves you with 
shivers of joyous expectation, then 
kudos to you; your time has come. If, 

however, you feel an uncomfortable 
pit in your stomach at the thought of 
sipping a gingerbread, peppermint 
stick latte while rushing about gath-
ering items to bring to the annual 
get-together at your mother-in-law’s 
house; if per chance you can’t bake 
pies out of mince meat or Granny 
Smith apples, or you stink at projects 
involving a needle and thread, then 
read on. Here are some seditious tips 

of hot cocoa, and your cat snoozing 
on your lap, can make you feel more 
festive.
4. Limit Time Spent with Family 
Members – Of course, you love and 
cherish your family. The problem is 
the inevitable dynamic of judgment 
and comparison between siblings that 
results from lengthy conversations 
about the past, usually from parents, 
as they discuss your foibles as a kid 
that have absolutely no relevance to 
who you are today. Some manners 
guru, probably Emily Post, suggests 
three days is the limit of time one 
should spend with beloved, extended 
family. Consider following her sage 
guidance, and scheduling short, fun 
visits as opposed to lengthier ones 
rift with hidden land mines. If that’s 
impossible, find a place of sanctuary 
during long visits. Even a nook in 
your local video store where you can 
peruse the titles of non-saccharine 
films can provide a much needed 
respite from your own less sugary 
situation at home. After all, you’re all 
there to carve the roast in the center 
of the table, not each other’s self 
esteem. When you break bread with 
family, insist that it be in a spirit of 
joy and mutual understanding, which 
can only hold up for so long. Keep 
family visits short.
5. Respect Your Own Children – If 
you have offspring refrain, from 
expecting them to put on a show, be 
it singing, dancing, or performing 

mind boggling feats of long division 
in front of company. Don’t force them 
too often into itchy, uncomfortable 
clothing they despise for church 
services or other events. And find 
something for them to do over their 
long holiday break. Look for day 
camps, art, theatre, sports, whatever 
they enjoy to enroll them in and keep 
them busy. 
6. Limit Your Commitments – Refrain 
from volunteering to sew costumes 
for school pageants at the same 
time as you prepare your famous 
marshmallow, pineapple yams for 
the annual gathering of the extended 
cousins club. Don’t offer to make the 
puppets for the holiday boutique un-
less you really enjoy that activity.  
7. Avoid Places with Large Crowds, 
Excessive Noise, and Loud Music – 
Skip that extra trip to the mall in favor 
of going somewhere to soothe your 
nervous system.
 Ultimately, there are no “shoulds” 
when it comes to the holiday season. 
You aren’t obligated to create tra-
ditions if you don’t already have 
them. Let this be the year you allow 
yourself the freedom to relax and 
honor your inner promptings about 
what you want to do, even if it’s only 
for a day, an hour, or a few minutes. 
 Laura Carpini is the author of 
Bear Speaks: The Story of 7 Sacred 
Lessons Learned from a Montana 
Grizzly. Visit her at www.bearspeaks.
com.

Breaking holiday rules: A survival guide
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Donations will be acknowledged by Irving Citizen Police 
Academy Alumni Association (ICPAAA). 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP!
BEAU is always there for the citizens of Irving. Let’s be 
there for him! 
* See Laurie’s story on caringbridges.org/visit/lauriejones/
journal/3

One of Irving’s Finest
needs your help

Long time Irving Police Officer Glenn “Beau” Jones’ 
wife is fighting cancer again. Beau’s wife, Laurie, has 
contracted cancer for the 3rd time. She has cancer in 
four areas of her body and is undergoing treatment 
with experimental drugs and procedures. The drugs and 
treatments are very expensive and many are not covered 
by insurance. Donations are requested to help offset the 
cost. Checks should be made payable to and mailed to:

LAURIE FUND
IRVING CITY EMPLOYEES
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
GLENN JONES ACCOUNT
1408 W. PIONEER DRIVE

IRVING, TX  75061

Please contact Dr. Marroquin at her
new address to schedule appointments, request 
medical records or other professional matters.

972-253-2530

NEW LOCATION

6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. Ste 255
Irving TX 75039

Patricia Marroquin, M.D. OB/GYN
- Medical Degree from University of Texas
 at Galveston School of Medicine
-	 Certified	by	the	American	Board	of	
	 Obstetrics	and	Gynecology
- Practicing in Irving since 2004
- Bilingual: Spanish and English
 (physician and office staff)

NEW LOCATION
Patricia Marroquin, M.D. OB/GYN

Old office location: 1110 Cottonwood Lane, Ste 200, Irving, TX   75038

December 4 from 8am to 1pm
Blue Christmas Chili Cook-Off - 
Hosted by the Irving Police and Fire 
departments, the cook-off will take 
place at Heritage Park, 217 Main 
St. 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. The entry fee 
to participate in the contest is $20 
and an unwrapped toy. Attendees 
may purchase a tasting cup for 
$5. Proceeds will benefit the Blue 
Christmas toy drive.

December 4 from 2-4pm
Family Funday - Create greeting 
cards with Irving Art Association, 
design story-book inspired art proj-
ects and snap a photo with Santa 
Claus in the Main Gallery 2-4 p.m. 
Join storytellers Cathy Whiteman 
from Irving Community Television 
Network on Dec. 4 and Donita Ma-
ligi from the Irving Public Library 
on Dec. 18 for extra special holiday 
presentations.
Free

December 4 at 4pm
Holiday Parade - Line the streets 
of the Irving Heritage District to 
witness a festive collection of floats 
and holiday music at 4 p.m. The 
parade will travel northbound on 
Sowers Road, eastbound on Second 
Street, northbound on Lucille Street, 
westbound on Irving Boulevard and 
northbound on O’Connor Road. 
There is no parade entry fee. Ap-
plications are available at the Parks 
and Recreation Department at City 
Hall, 825 W. Irving Blvd., or at 
www.cityofirving.org. 

December 4 at 5:30pm
Tree Lighting Ceremony - In ad-
dition to the tree lighting at 5:30 
p.m., attendees will be entertained 
with a holiday stage show, children’s 
activities and fireworks. Santa visits 
and concessions also will be avail-
able.
 
December 4-5 from 3 to 5pm
Heritage Park Tour - The Irving 
Heritage Society will provide tours 
at Heritage Park of the train depot 
and the 1887 Caster Cabin from 
3pm-5pm. Heritage Park is located 
at 2nd and Main Street. Addition-
ally tours will be provided of the 
Irving Heritage House at 303 South 
O’Connor on Sunday, Dec. 5, from 
3pm-5pm. All tours are free. For in-
formation on other Heritage Society 
activities, visit www.irvingheritage.
com or call 972-252-3838.

December 4-5 at various times
The Nutcracker - The Ballet En-
semble of Texas returns for its 8th 
season at the Irving Arts Center with 
a full-length, positively reviewed 
production of The Nutcracker 2:30 
and 7:30 p.m. on Dec. 4; 2:30 p.m. 

on Dec. 5. The production, directed 
by former pro ballet dancer Lisa 
Slagle, features professional dancers 
and more than 200 local students. 
$21-26, (972) 252-2787  or www.
IrvingArtsCenter.com for tickets.

December 4-26 from dusk-10pm
Holiday Lights Display - The Holi-
day Lights at Centennial Park will be 
on display from dusk to 10 p.m. The 
display will feature a festive arrange-
ment of holiday-themed illuminated 
exhibits. The park is located at 444 
W. Second St. For more information, 
call (972) 721-2501.

December 5 from 2 to 3pm
Memorial Service - The Visiting 
Nurse Association will be host-
ing a Service of Remembrance to 
honor the memory of loved ones 
from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. The memorial 
service will be held at the Preston 
Hollow United Methodist Church 
on 6315 Walnut Hill Lane in Dallas. 
The event is open to the public and 
will feature special music, read-
ings, and the lighting of memorial 
candles. Attendees of all faiths are 
welcome. Additional information 
about the Service of Remembrance 
can be obtained by calling Sue Raf-
ferty, bereavement coordinator with 
the Visiting Nurse Association, at 
214-689-2922.

December 6 from 7:30 - 8:30pm
Managing the Holidays While 
Grieving - The holidays can be a 
stressful and difficult time if you 
have experienced the loss of a loved 
one. There is much focus on family 
and friends, everyone seems to be in 
a festive spirit, and there are memo-
ries of sharing previous holidays 
with a deceased love one. Please join 
us as we listen, talk, share and pray 
on 7:30 – 8:30 pm in the Hill Room 
at Holy Family Church, 2323 Chey-
enne Street, Irving, 972-252-5521.

December 7 from 4 to 6pm
Archery Clinic - Youth, ages 8 to 
18, are invited to learn how to shoot 
a bow and arrow at the Irving Po-
lice Athletic League’s free Archery 
Demonstration and Clinic. The free 
clinic will be held from 4 to 6 p.m. 
at 1550 Rock Island Road.

December 7 at 7pm
GIRC Party - You are invited to 
the GIRC Christmas party at 7 pm 
at Spring Creek Barbecue, 3515 w. 
Airport freeway, Irving. The 2010 
officers will be installed and a brief 
presentation from nasica consulting 
services on the election. There will 
be dessert and you will be able to 
select a gift from the over 15 door 
prizes if your number is drawn.

December 8-11
Crystal City 1969 - Cara Mia 
Theatre Co. presents a play by 
David Lozano and Raul Trevino. 
Commemorating the 41st anniver-
sary of the historic student walkout 
in Crystal City, Texas. Mexican-
American students at Crystal City 
High School wanted what any teen 
in 1969 wanted – an opportunity 
to be a cheerleader, homecoming 
queen, varsity athlete or to receive 
academic honors. However, like 
many high schools in the Southwest 
during the 1960s, recognition was 
reserved for non-Hispanic students, 
Spanish was prohibited and punish-
ment was severe. Through the heroic 
efforts of three Hispanic students 
and a 23-year-old political master-
mind, the landscape of Crystal City 
was changed forever. Experience 
the untold civil story of Mexican-
American high school students who 
overcame discrimination in a south 
Texas town and paved the way for 
Hispanic rights. 
8 p.m. in the Dupree Theater $7-25, 
(972) 252-2787 or www.Irvin-
gArtsCenter.com for tickets

Provided by Angela Shelley 
 Carrollton-Farmers Branch ISD 
fifth grade teachers at Tom Landry 
Elementary took their classrooms on 
the road with Education in Action’s 
“Water Rocks” experiential learning 
day program, Nov. 12. The students 
visited Waco’s Cameron Park Zoo and 
Inner Space Cavern in Georgetown to 
experience what they are learning in 
fifth grade science.
 At the Cameron Park Zoo, stu-
dents explored the Brazos River 
Country exhibit, tracking the Brazos 
River from its source near Lubbock, 
on to the Gulf of Mexico. Students 
investigated many animals living in 

the five ecological regions of Texas 
through which the Brazos River passes 
with a focus on each animal’s unique 
adaptations and ecological niche.
 Throughout the day, the students 
participated in numerous hands-on 
activities to learn about many of the 
Earth’s cycles, systems and processes. 
Students learned about the water cycle 
and the beneficial function of the 
world’s wetlands through participation 
in a watershed model demonstration. 
Students took on the role of scientists 
as they discussed the rock cycle and 
worked in groups to classify rock, 
mineral and fossil samples.
 At Inner Space Cavern, a min-

eral dig provided students with the 
opportunity to pan for, and identify, 
minerals that could all be found in 
the cavern. The students concluded 
their day by experiencing, first-hand, 
many of the Earth’s processes at work 
as they toured Inner Space Cavern, a 
highly decorated cavern with all types 
of formations, large and small.
 “Education in Action’s programs 
are based on the understanding that 
the most effective way for students 
to learn is through experience,” said 
Jennifer Pasteur, Education in Ac-
tion’s Executive Director. “Student 
activities during Education in Action’s 
“Water Rocks” programs reinforce and 

supplement fifth grade Texas Essential 
Knowledge and Skills science learning 
objectives in a fun, hands-on way that 
helps the students synthesize content 
taught in the classroom.”

Education in Action provides travel 
programs for classrooms making it 
easy for teachers to take their 3rd, 4th 
or 5th graders on organized, fun and 
meaningful learning experiences. 

Students travel to Cameron Park Zoo, Inner Space Cavern
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•	Honors	in	clerkships	at
 Universidad Nacional Mayor de 
 San Marcos of Lima Peru, where 
 he earned his M.D. in 1996
•		Residency	at	Bronx	Lebanon
	 Hospital	Center	in	New	York
•		Certified	by	American	Board	of	
 Internal Medicine in August of 
 2003
•		Bilingual-Spanish	and	English

Call to schedule
an appointment today!
972-253-4245

INTRODUCING

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Ste 325 Irving TX 75061

Gabriel Zevallos, M.D.
Specializing in Internal Medicine

Application has been made with the Texas Alcoholic 
Beverage Commission for a Mixed Beverage Permit, 
a Mixed Beverage Late Hours Permit and a Beverage 
Cartage Permit by SMG F&B Texas, Inc. d/b/a Irving 
Convention Center, to be located at 500 W. Las Colinas 
Blvd., in the City of Irving, in the County of Dallas, 
Texas. The officers of said corporation are Harold L. 
Westley, President; William L. Blaziek, Vice Presi-
dent; and John F. Burns, Vice President, Secretary 
and Treasurer.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE FOR

Navarro Addition Revised Replat
 
PUBLIC NOTICE BEFORE THE PLANNING AND ZON-
ING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, 
TO CONSIDER RESUBDIVISION OR REPLATTING OF A 
RECORDED SUBDIVISION WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS OF 
IRVING, DALLAS COUNTY, TEXAS.

Notice is hereby given that the following public hearings to 
con-sider resubdivision or replatting of a recorded subdivision 
as hereinafter described will be held in the Council Room 
of the Civic Center Complex, 825 West Irving Boulevard, 
Irving, Texas:

Planning & Zoning Commission: 7:00 PM, De-
cember 20, 2010
 
Being all of Lot 9R, Navarro Addition. The property is being 
subdivided into two lots for single family development. This 
property is located at 4509 and 4513 Windsor Ridge Drive. 
The property is zoned PUD (Planned Unit Development) for 
R-6 (Single Family).

You have received this notice of public hearing since State law 
requires that owners of property within a residential subdivision 
be notified if another property within the same subdivision is 
proposed to be replatted.  State law also requires that the 
Planning and Zoning Commission must approve a plat that 
complies with the City’s Subdivision regulations.

If the proposed replat is protested in accordance with this 
subsection, the proposed replat must receive, in order to be 
approved, the affirmative vote of at least three-fourths of all 
members of the municipal planning commission or governing 
body, or both.  For a legal protest, written instruments signed 
by the owners of at least 20 percent of the area of the lots or 
land immediately adjoining the area covered by the proposed 
replat and extending 200 feet from that area, but within the 
original subdivision, must be filed with the municipal planning 
commission or governing body, or both, prior to the close of 
the public hearing.

The application is on file for public examination 
in the Planning and Inspections Department 
at 825 West Irving Boulevard, Irving, Texas.  
For additional information, please contact 
the Planning and Inspections Department at 
972-721-2424.  Please reference the name of the 
plat or the case number (PL08-0031) as stated in 
this notice when requesting information.

This facility is wheelchair accessible and accessible parking 
spaces are available.  Requests for interpretation services 
or assistive hearing devices must be made 48 hours prior 
to the meeting.  For accessibility information or assistance, 
contact the City Secretary’s Office at (972) 721-2493 or (TDD) 
1-800-RELAY TX ( 1-800-735-2989).

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENTS

RUSTIC hOME 
Rustic home on large, sce-
nic lot available at 1616 
W. 7th St. Split bedrooms, 
large sunroom overlooking 
a large back yard. Roof 
recently added. 3 bedroom, 
2 bathroom, 1819 square 
feet. Must sell as family has 
outgrown this house

SALES POSITION
Positive, persistent, people person needed to build personal 
clientele list from local area.  No overnight or long distance 
travel.  20-30 flexible hours/wk between M-F & 8-5.  Must 
be computer literate w/own transportation, cell phone and 
computer access.  Experience in outside advertising sales a 
plus!  No income ceiling!  Please send your resume to:
JeanaA@IrvingRambler.com

For sale: Beautiful antique 
table with 6 chairs. Must sell. 
Call 214 402 8000 to set up 
appointment to see.

FURNITURE
FOR SALE

HOUSE FOR 
SALE

All Types Repair and 
Remodeling; indoor & 
exterior painting; G.E. 

Hedgecoke 38 years expe-
rience, 35 years in Irving; 

214.908.3113

HOME
REPAIR

Be in business for yourself, 
not by yourself!

Work your own schedule 
from anywhere & earn 

Big $$.
Direct Sales - NOT MLM.  
Potential customers con-
tact you. You are paid di-

rectly by customer. $1,000 
min. profit each sale.

972-636-1144

LAKE FRONT
2 story, 4 BR, 2.5 bths, 

WBFP, frmls, lg. kit/brkfst  
20x30 gamerm $1795 

+$1500 dep; 972.871.9181

HOUSE FOR 
RENT

DISTRIBUTOR

Lady seeking employment 
as p/t child care worker 

and/or light houseworker. 
Asking $7.00 Hr. Irving 
area. Please call Ida 
972-254-8121 days. 

Thanks so much.

IN HOME 
CARE

HELP
WANTED

HELP
WANTED

Put a Paw print in your heart
 and a best friend at home!
The precious pets at the DFW Humane Society would like to 
bring a lifetime of love and happiness into your home!!

Come adopt a new family member today!

4140 Valley View Ln
Irving, Texas 75038

972-721-7788
www.dfwhumane.com

If you can’t adopt, please donate!

OPEN:
Tuesday - Saturday 11am-6pm

A Penny for your thoughts - hey that 
would be me!  I am an adorable 6 
month old Tabby female. I was rescued 
from another shelter, so I have never 
had a real home. I am very sweet and 
love to play and snuggle. Come on by 
and I  will make it worth my weight 
in pennies!

My name is Annie! I’m about 9 
months old and was rescued from 
another shelter along with my brother 
Sammy. I’m super energetic, very 
friendly and playful! I love to play 
with the ball in the shelter yard with 
other dogs and people too! I need just 
the right person to take me home and 
teach me all the skills I know I can 
learn in the right environment! Do you 
have room in your heart for an ener-
getic, sweet, smart power puppy?

MacArthur Church of Christ antici-
pates more people needing help even 
as donations decline.
 “We will see an increase in 
the number of folks wanting our 
services,” said Bill Walker, Direc-
tor of The HOPE Center. “As the 
general public is impacted with the 
unemployment situation, so are we 
here at this church. We do not take 
any grant money at all. Everything 
we are able to use as resources to 
help those folks in need comes from 
our congregation. Our numbers are 
decreasing not only in dollars but in 
attendance. Consequently we have 
less to work with and there is more 
demand.
 “The demand is going to in-
crease as people stop receiving un-
employment, but our resources are 
not. So we have two options. We can 
either still serve a limited number of 
people, or serve more people with a 
little less support than we are now. 
 “Irvingwide unless some of the 

federal and state governments step 
up with some funding for some of 
these other agencies, we are all going 
to be caught up in the same dilemma. 
The numbers of people needing help 
will increase and the resources for 
those folks will remain level.
 “If the demand gets so great that 
we can’t provide any assistance, we 
might as well just close the door. 
 “I have been operating here 
with about a $60,000 to $70,000 
budget for 10 years. Last year our 
budget dropped down to about 
$50,000. This year our budget is 
about $35,000. I expect with the 
way thing are going, my next year’s 
budget will drop below $35,000.
 “I have a lot of sympathy for 
these folks who are at the poverty 
level. Anything that changes for 
them creates a panic. If a child gets 
sick, one doctor’s visit is $100. They 
don’t have $100 left over. Something 
as simple as a flat tire can cause them 
to take money away from something 
else in order to fix the tire. I don’t 
want to have to live like that. I don’t 

want anybody to have to live like 
that. But right here in Irving there 
are thousands who live on that bor-
der.”
 As unemployment benefits end, 
people who are already struggling 
will face more desperate times while 
others around them celebrate with 
gifts and parties.
 “I think this is typical federal 
government. It is good timing on 
their part. I keep hearing they are 
going to cut the federal payroll. I 
just knew they were going to say the 
Congressional payroll as well. I was 
wrong.”
 Irving Cares is also struggling 
with the number of people needing 
financial assistance and reduced 
donations.
 “Overall we have kind of been 
seeing this happen incrementally,” 
said Teddie Story, Executive Di-
rector for Irving Cares. “We have 
been seeing more and more people 
coming to Irving Cares for financial 
assistance and the reason they need 
help is their unemployment benefits 

have stopped. 
 “We are only able to serve 20 to 
25 families per month with financial 
assistance for rent, because that pool 
of money is so small. For every one 
family we serve, we decline four that 
would qualify for services if we had 
enough money. 
 “We can help about 20 percent 
of the families who need rental help, 
the rest we can only refer to other 
agencies hoping the client can get 
what they need. But the need re-
mains tremendous. 
 “We are very nervous about 
food donations. Last year demand 
for services increased 30 percent, 
donated product decreased 15 per-
cent. That is a 45 percent swing. 
When we don’t have enough donated 
product, we spend more money to 
buy the product we need to get all 
the orders out. Food donations are 
one of our most critical needs right 
now. 

 “When people are struggling fi-
nancially, they know they can come 
to food pantries to get assistance. 
That might offset $100 to $150 a 
week of their budget. 
 “November and December 
are usually our peak months for 
donations. Last year our average 
of donations per month was about 
11,000 pounds. But in November 
of last year we received 25,000 
pounds of food and in December we 
received 33,000 pounds. This year, 
our average donations of food per 
month is about 1,000 pounds lower. 
This November we received nearly 
5,000 pounds of food less than last 
November.
 “When we compare last year 
to this year, what we are freaked-
out about is that last year was a 
really bad year. So when this year’s 
donations come in even lower than 
last year, we are thinking it is really 
going to be rough,” she said. 

Continued from page 1

Donations diminish as more people search for aid

Provided by Denise Cooper
 As the holidays approach, parents 
and grandparents should note that 
they don’t have to spend a fortune on 
great toys that educate and entertain 
children.
 Although high-tech toys are 
popular and oftentimes expensive, 
they don’t always provide the inter-
action necessary for children to learn 
communication and social skills. 
 “These toys can sometimes be 
overwhelming for children and only 

appropriate for solitary play,” said 
Suzanne Bonifert, who heads the 
speech-language pathology program 
at UT Dallas’ Callier Center for Com-
munication Disorders. 
 Parents have a fairly inexpensive 
option: Back-to-basics toys. 
 Here are a few examples of how 
these simple games and toys are used 
to prompt learning and have fun:
Puzzles – These are a great way to 
teach children how to request for 
things by asking for the puzzle pieces 

by name, teaching them how to take 
turns and how to answer questions.
Memory Game – Teaches turn-taking 
skills, which are essential skills for 
conversation.
Mr. Potato Head – Can be used to teach 
children the names of body parts.
Farm set – Teaches preverbal skills 
(animal sounds) as well as builds on 
the use of play sequences
Dolls or stuffed animals – Interaction 
with these aid pretend play (feeding 
the baby, putting it to bed).

Old school toys educate and entertain
 Forty-one students in IISD middle and high school orchestra 
programs earned positions in one of three All-Region Orchestras fol-
lowing auditions at South Grand Prairie High School Oct. 9.
 The All-Region Orchestras will perform a concert at 4 p.m. Nov. 
13 Molina High School, located at 2355 Duncanville Road in Dallas. 
For a complete list of IISD students who earned seats in an All-Region 
Orchestra, access www.irvingisd.net/articles/AllRegionOrches-
tra2010.htm.

Source: Irving ISD

Students make All-Region

CARRIER NEEDED
Must be available Friday 

nights. Good driving record 
and must have licence and
insurance 972-870-1992
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IN GOD WE TRUST

Metro (817) 498-7079
310 Mitchell Rd., Mansfield, TX

Metro (817) 477-3383

Visit Our Other Locations at 
5912 Denton Hwy., Watauga, TX

Serving Irving For Over 40 Years

425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

(972) 253-7335
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

For Take Out Call

Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking
All You Can Eat Food
Bar After 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters Selection

“Where   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”

SPECIALS
EVERY

DAY!

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

You will love the 
Jefferson Street Bed
and Breakfast Inn. 

Rated #1 in Irving!

512 S Jefferson St. 
Irving, TX 75060

www.IrvingBnB.com - 972-253-2000

508 N. O’Connor Rd.
Irving, TX 75061

Phone: 972-254-2666
Fax: 972-259-7483

10% off
with Coupon

10% off
with Coupon

Catering Service

“Authentic Flavor of Mexico”

OPEN DAILY - 7am Breakfast

By Alice Canham
 He’s the world’s best-ever peace 
offering. Araceli Avila received the 
boxer puppy from someone who 
wanted to lay their differences to 
rest, and the joy he has brought her 
can’t be measured. Four years later, 
Araceli and Ali are inseparable.
 “He’s like my firstborn, this 
puppy,” said Araceli who does not 
yet have children. So when the usu-
ally vigorous dog began favoring his 
left foreleg and yelping in pain, she 
was beside herself.
 “This was in September, and at 
the time I had been laid off so money 
was tight. I kept an eye on him and 
hoped maybe he had just twisted his 
leg, and that it would get better.”
 It didn’t, though. In fact, within 
a few weeks it formed a knot which 
caused the entire limb to swell to 
double its size. And Araceli noticed 
that Ali was reluctant to leave her 
side.
 “He was in pain, I think, but he 
was worried about me. He’s always 
been like that watchful over me,” 
she said, fighting back tears. “When 
I finally did get him to the vet, they 
needed x-rays – another expense. 
But he’s so dear to me. And then the 

vet gave me the diagnosis, cancer. I 
was shocked and speechless. I just 
wasn’t ready for that.”
 Ali was diagnosed with osteo-
sarcoma, a bone cancer. It’s a kind 
that dogs can survive if you get an 
early diagnosis, but his leg would 
have to be amputated. The alterna-
tive was euthanasia.
 Araceli was in over her head. 
She had a little knowledge about the 
effects of cancer on people. She had 
lost her grandmother to the disease 
just months before. But she didn’t 
even know that pets could also suffer 
from cancer, so she began educating 
herself about her dog’s condition.
 “I just had to know if there were 
any other choices, or how I could get 
a second opinion. I rejected the idea 
that it was Ali’s time to die. One of 
these days I know I’ll have to ac-
cept it, but not now. And if there’s 
was something; anything I could do, 
well, I wanted to know that I had 
fought for him,” said Araceli.
 While online, she stumbled 
across a website that changed her 
life and Ali’s.
 “I found this story about another 
dog, with a request for donations 
to help him get treatment. It had 

never occurred to me that I could 
get help paying for the surgery for 
Ali. But here was this organization, 
The Magic Bullet Fund, and a phone 
number to reach them, so I called.”
 The Magic Bullet Fund was 
founded by author Laurie Kaplan, 
who wrote of her own canine cancer 
survivor, Bullet in her book Help 
Your Dog Fight Cancer. Kaplan said 
she had the funds to pay for treating 
Bullet’s lymphoma and subsequent 
heart condition, but what, she won-
dered, did other people do?
 “There are about 65 million pet 
dogs in the U.S., and people don’t 
know that they are subject to a can-
cer diagnosis, but about half of them 
will be affected in their lifetimes. I 
created the Magic Bullet Fund with 
the help of the Perseus Foundation 
in Maryland so that people would 
be aware of it, and have access to 
financial help when they needed it,” 
said Kaplan.
 “We do promote spaying and 
neutering your pet. And we think it’s 
a good idea to invest in pet health 
insurance. But when we hear from a 
dog owner who needs help, our first 
step is to see how we can work with 
them. We document their financial 
need; and we check the dog’s prog-
nosis with the vet that’s treating him. 
We’ll get involved only when we can 
determine that the family doesn’t 
have other resources to pay for it, 
and the dog will have at least a year 
of additional life as a result of the 
intervention. Families deserve that 
time for an extended goodbye,” she 
said.
 The Fund said yes to Araceli 
and Ali. They assisted her in setting 
up a fundraising email blast and 
other strategies to tell about Ali and 
his story. The lifelong Irving resident 
and Winfree Academy alum began 
reaching out to anyone and everyone 
she knew. Araceli said the response 
left her stunned. 
 “Within hours, they already 
had a huge response. Total strangers 
were making donations to help my 
dog survive. I absolutely could not 
talk, I was so moved.”
 With the funding available for 
his amputation, now it was time for 
the boxer to channel his inner Mu-
hammad and fight for his life. He 
underwent the surgery just before 
Thanksgiving, and her vet was able 
to reassure Araceli that no further 
cancer was found in the dog’s lymph 
nodes or lungs. He’ll have a follow-
up in the next week. 
 Meanwhile, though, said Ar-

aceli, her ‘firstborn’ is back to his 
rambunctious self. 
 “He’s the Ali I’ve always 
known. His balance is remarkable, 
and he doesn’t seem to know he’s 
missing that left foreleg. “
 She pauses for a moment and 
her hand falls on Ali’s head. 
 “As much as I have felt for 
this guy, and as much as we’ve 
gone through, it’s hard to someday 
think about having kids. Parents out 
there are going through these same 
struggles, but with their kids. I think 
about whether I will have what it 
takes someday. “
 She opens the car door for Ali, 
who bounds in with three-legged 
grace. In parting, she said, “maybe 
you could just let people know that 
their dogs could get cancer? And that 
there’s a way to fight for them?”
 We will, Araceli. Log onto 

Araceli Avila and her four-year-
old boxer, ‘Ali’. You can see the 
bandages on his shoulder - evi-
dence of his life-saving amputation 
after cancer diagnosis.

Generosity of strangers helps dog fight cancer
www.TheMagicBulletFund.org to 
learn more.

Photo by Alice Canham

Photo by Alice Canham

The student council at Riverchase Elementary recently collected 
new toys, games, candy, and toiletries for Operation Christmas 
Child. The donated items are boxed up and sent to children around 
the world for the holidays. Riverchase donated 23 boxes filled with 
holiday cheer.

Source: CFB-ISD

Students fill boxes 
with holiday cheer



 Homelessness is a situation 
very few people can see themselves 
encountering.
 For Joevette Artis, all it took 
was circumstances going against her 
favor.
 “It all started when my children 
and I arrived in Irving,” Artis stated. 
“We had no place to go, no food 
to eat, no roof over our heads. We 
didn’t know anyone.”
 Their journey was full of strife. 
They stayed anywhere possible, 
including living in dumpsters, while 
Artis was suffering from asthma.
 Perhaps the toughest realiza-
tion, however, was not receiving any 
aid from others.
 “People that weren’t homeless 
didn’t know what we were going 
through,” Artis continued, “To them, 
we were nothing; only worth the 
bottom of a shoe.”
 It wasn’t until Artis and her 

children encountered The Salvation 
Army in Irving that their situation 
began to turn around.
 “People forget they’re human 
like all of us,” said Jackie Bridges, 
Lead Caseworker at the Salvation 
Army in Irving. “Many of them are 
educated. A lot of them have high 
school degrees and even bachelor 
degrees. They happened to have 
caught a very unlucky break.”
 Artis firmly credits Bridges, 
who personally assisted Artis, and 
the Salvation Army for providing 
her with the assistance and guidance 
needed to make a better life for her 
and her children. They now live in 
an apartment, and have done so for 
eight years.
 “We went from a dumpster in 
the streets to being blessed,” Artis 
said. “Thanks to Ms. Bridges’ help, 
we’re now living all right. To find 
a human being to help us out is 

Joevetta Artis revisiting her tough 
past, while looking toward her 
better future.

Always Ready to
Aid Those in Need

astounding. 
 “Without Ms. Bridges and The 
Salvation Army, I don’t know where 
I, or my kids, would be.”

 The Salvation Army is dedi-
cated to building community and 
enhancing family life. 
 To this effect, The Salvation 
Army offers a variety of programs 
designed towards achieving that 
goal. 
 Such programs provide par-
ticipants an avenue for positive self-
expression through participation in 
Fine Arts disciplines such as music, 

Caring for Community 
and Family

visual arts, and dance. Opportunities 
for community/friendship building 
come through common interest 
groups such as Zumba, Women’s 
Bible Studies, etc.
 Economically disadvantaged 
youth participants have the op-
portunity to engage in athletic 
activities such as basketball and 
soccer through teams sponsored by 
The Salvation Army.

Two children having fun at The Salvation Army in Irving Community 
Center.

Children participating in an activity at The Salvation Army in Irving 
Community Center.

 The Salvation Army in Irving is 
devoted to providing aid to the less 
fortunate in the same mindset Jesus 
Christ has done for many others.
 To that end, participants of all 
Salvation Army programs and neigh-
bors have the opportunity to join in 
Christian worship at the Center for 
Worship and Service with an empha-

A Sanctuary for
Spirituality & Worship

sis on worship, prayer, discipleship, 
and visitation of others in an age 
appropriate setting.
 Participants of such programs 
organize to provide volunteer ser-
vice to other Salvation Army pro-
grams and/or community based 
programs.

A Salvation Army Corps Officer addressing a congregation.

Jackie Bridges, Lead Caseworker at the Salvation Army in Irving, looks through the center’s food pantry. 
The pantry service clients seeking aid.

 Finding affordable after-school 
programs for kids in the Irving area 
is a constant challenge for low-in-
come working parents, especially for 
those with two or more children.
 For parents barely making 
enough money to get by each month, 
such programs are not only costly 

Making Learning and 
Educating a Priority

but also a major financial burden.
Through The Salvation Army in 
Irving’s after school programs, 
children of low-income parents have 
a safe place to go each day when 
school is out.
 Children learn life lessons and 
are provided opportunities to “give 

back” to the community through 
service projects and volunteer op-
portunities, as demonstrated by 
a community garden created and 
maintained by children in this year’s 
summer camp.
 The children grew squash, to-
matoes, and carrots. They donated 
all the fresh produce back to the 
center’s food pantry program.
 “The children planted a garden 
and grew food during the summer,” 
said Jackie Bridges, Lead Casework-
er of the Salvation Army in Irving. 
“Their efforts resulted in having 
fresh produce for the clients who 
come to our center every day.”
 The Salvation Army in Irving’s 
community center provides a vari-
ety of educational and recreational 
activities for kids to participate in 
each weekday afternoon. Children 
may remain at the center as late as 6 
p.m. to allow parents time to get off 
work and drive to pick them up.
 The Salvation Army in Irving 
provides an after school program at 
250 E Grauwyler, Irving, Texas. It 
can be reached at 972-438-6553.

Two children showing the vegetables they have grown during this year’s 
summer camp. Such vegetables and other produce have been donated 
to the The Salvation Army in Irving’s food pantry.

Kids gardening during this year’s summer camp at the Salvation Army 
in Irving.

A child showing the results of her 
hard work at The Salvation Army 
at Irving’s garden.
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Providing Relief from 
Dangerous Conditions

Dwayne Neal, an Irving letter carrier, shared his life-threatening ex-
perience about how the Salvation Army contributed in preventing a 
potentially tragic incident. 

 Escaping dangerous weather 
conditions at critical moments can 
be the difference between life and 
death. 
 Dwayne Neil, a mailman at Ir-
ving Main Post office, realized that 
fact while working one of his mail 
shifts. 
 “For instance, last year,” Neil 
said. “I caught a heat stroke.” 
 Neil was going through his last 
set of apartments, not knowing that 
his body temperature was increasing 
dramatically. 
 “I started having headaches, as 
if someone was beating me in the 
head.” 
 Seeking refuge, Neil headed 
to The Salvation Army in Irving’s 
Cooling Station, ready to receive 
refreshments and an air-conditioned 
room. 
 Twenty seconds after arriving 
at the station, he collapsed. 
 “It was obvious he wasn’t feel-
ing well,” said Major Mark Crad-
dock, Corp Officer at the Salvation 
Army in Irving, “We got him some 
cool water, a cool place to sit, had a 
fan blowing on him, and called the 
paramedics. We just knew Dwayne 
wasn’t himself and we knew he 
needed help.” 
 “My temperature was 102,” 
Neil said. “I didn’t realize how 
severe it was. The paramedics told 
me ‘You are cooking inside.’ As the 
[paramedic] talked to me, my fin-
gers and feet started feeling numb. 
I couldn’t talk. My vision started 
getting spotty.” 

 Neil was immediately trans-
ported to Baylor Medical Center in 
Irving. He was treated with mor-
phine to fight off the pain and wasn’t 
able to work for two weeks. 
 To this today, he is thankful 
for The Salvation Army in Irving’s 
Cooling Station’s crucial role in 
aiding him in a life-threatening mo-
ment. 
 “If it had not been for this 
cooling station, I wouldn’t be here 

today.” 
 Throughout the wintertime, The 
Salvation Army will have a Winter 
Cold Relief Center to aid those that 
wish to escape the cold weather. 
 Warm refreshments, such as 
coffee and hot chocolate, will be pro-
vided in a warm and heated room. 
 The station will be open during 
the center’s hours of operation from 
8:30AM – 5:00PM. 

The Irving Rambler 972-870-1992 December 4, 2010 Page 7

Angel Tree Program
 Many children in Irving will 
feel forgotten during the festive 
holidays. You can do something to 
prevent that.
 Through The Salvation Army in 
Irving, you have the power to make 
this holiday season a memorable 
holiday season for a child.
 The Salvation Army’s Angel 
Tree Program allows individuals to 
help out a child in need by selecting 

an “Angel” from a Salvation Army 
Christmas Tree. Each Angel is la-
beled with a child’s name, along with 
what the child needs and wishes to 
have for the holidays.
 This year, The Salvation Army’s 
goal is for the Angel Tree Program 
to service 1600 families in Irving. 
 The program will end on 
December 13th. All gifts must be 

Red Kettle Campaign

brought to a Salvation Army Angel 
Tree by that date.
 Be sure to adopt an Angel and 
help a child today at the following 
locations:
-The Parks Mall in Arlington, TX
-Grapevine Mills Mall in Grapevine, 
TX
-NorthPark Mall in Dallas, TX
-The Galleria in Dallas, TX

previous accomplishment, but also 
surpass it.
 The Red Kettle Campaign is 
currently in progress until Decem-
ber 24. Help The Salvation Army 
in Irving and the Irving community 
continue its path in doing the most 
good.
 Be on the lookout for red kettles 
in Irving Mall and the following 
grocery outlets:

  -Wal-Mart
  -Kroger
  -Big Lots
  -Sam’s Club
  -Walgreens
  -Fry’s Electronics
  -Hobby Lobby

 The Salvation Army in Irving 
fights tirelessly for members of its 
community in need of financial, 
emotional, or spiritual assistance.
 We cannot provide the full ser-
vices the Irving community needs 
without your help.
 Through your support of the 
Red Kettle Campaign, The Salva-
tion Army in Irving manages to fund 
many of its programs, including an 
afterschool program for children, a 
food pantry for clients in need, an 
emergency financial assistance fund 
for families going through tough 
times, and The School of Performing 
Arts. 
 Last year, in Irving alone, 
$94,260.35 was raised to fund these 
programs. As a community, it is pos-
sible for us to not only match this 

A young girl selects her Angel at an area Salvation Army Angel Tree.

Dallas Cowboys football players Andre Gurode and Leonard Davis 
volunteering for the Red Kettle Drive.
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Business Briefs

“Provided	in	partnership	with	the	Greater	Irving-Las	Colinas	Chamber	of	Commerce.”	

Please contact
the	Chamber	at	
214.217.8484

if we can assist you
Main Office

5201 N. O’Connor Blvd., 
Ste. 100

Irving, TX 75039
Heritage District Office

135 S. Jefferson St.
Irving TX 75060

FIRST SATURDAYS IN IRVING
GROWING IN POPULARITY

AMONGST RETAILERS, ShOPPERS
First Saturdays in Irving, a program of the 
Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber, is 
growing with many more retailers signed 
on to offer shoppers discounts and other 
incentives on Saturday, December 4 and 
the first Saturdays of each month continu-
ing in 2011. Participating retailers receive 
an “In Irving” window cling and are now 
able to post their specials to the Cham-
ber’s “Shop, Dine, Do Business in Irving” 
Facebook page. Participating retailers 
include Al’s Rent to Own, Big State Drug 
Store, Clothes Quarters, Executive Taxi, 
Fabulously Frugale Boutique, Family 
First Chiropractic, Fast Signs Irving/Las 
Colinas, Glory House Catering, Golden 
Corral, Googly Eyes & Craft Supplies, 
Irving Electronics, Irving Family YMCA, 
Island Video, It’s a Leather  Ministry, 

Joan’s Spot-Free Car Wash, Kerri Miene 
State Farm Insurance, Larsen Dye Archi-
tects, Las Colinas Beverages, Le Peep, 
Lenscrafters, Loan Star Pawn, Main 
Street Market Place, Metro Volkswagen, 
Office Products Warehouse, Pizza Pa-
tron, Porters Army Navy Store, Rick’s 
Independent Car Kare, Savers Cost Plus, 
Scooter Beans Coffee Station, Susie’s 
Suds Home Laundry Services, the Stanton 
Firm PLLC, Villa’s Grill and Yogurt Zone.  

AZTECA OMEGA NAMED
CONSTRUCTION COMPANY

OF ThE YEAR
Azteca Omega has been named Con-
struction Company of the Year by the 
Dallas Fort Worth Minority Supplier 
Development Council. The company 
was specifically recognized for its Park-
land, DART and DFW Airport projects.  

hIGh TECh INSTITUTE
RENAMED ANThEM COLLEGE

Anthem Education Group, an operator of 
23 schools nationwide, has announced 
that High-Tech Institute, one of eleven 
institutions of higher learning  located in 
Irving, has been renamed Anthem Col-
lege.  Established in 2000, Anthem Col-
lege is located at 4250 North Beltline Road 
in Irving and prepares students for careers 
including Dental Assistant, Massage 
Therapist, Medical Assistant, Pharmacy 
Technician and Surgical Technologist. 

 
IRVING’S UNEMPLOYMENT RATE
HOLDS STEADY AT 7.6 PERCENT

October’s unemployment rates have been an-
nounced and Irving has remained constant at 7.6 
percent, well below the state unemployment rate 
of 8.1 percent and the national unemployment rate 
of 9.6 percent. Texas employers added 47,900 jobs 
last month.

 The Chamber’s Annual Meeting 
was held Nov. 29. This significant 
event sponsored by Reliant Energy 
served as a recap of the Chamber’s 
many successes in 2010 and a pre-
view for 2011. 
 “Momentum from 2010 – a 
year which saw many high profile 
corporate relocations to the City of 
Irving is carrying into 2011,” stated 
Rick Lindsey. “Through a number of 
new and expanded initiatives, espe-
cially those designed to grow small 
business, the Chamber continues to 
successfully help create, advance 
and promote economic growth for 
Irving and the region.”  
 Highlights from the program 
included the symbolic exchanging 
of the gavel between immediate 
past chairman Rick Lindsey and 
current chairman Robert Martinez. 

Tom Trotter received the Jennings 
Smith Community Service Award 
for his service to the Irving com-
munity and AT&T presented a check 
for $30,000 to the Chamber’s Educa-
tion Foundation. Senators Florence 
Shapiro and Chris Harris and State 
Representative Linda Harper-Brown 
discussed the upcoming legisla-
tive session among other topics 
during a panel discussion led by Juan 
Elizondo.
 The Chamber recognized for 
their service the following retiring 
board members: Charles Cotten 
(CSE Commercial Real Estate), 
Don Herring Jr. (Don Herring 
Mitsubishi), Carter Holston (NEC 
Corporation of America), Tom Mor-
ton (Independent Bank of Texas), 
Don Moulton, (NCH Corporation), 
David Russell (Verizon), Joe Scott 

(Canadian-American Chamber of 
Commerce, Brian Smith (Big State 
Drug Store), Dr. Carlton Turner 
(Irving CVB) and Jeff Youngblood 
(Fastsigns Irving/Las Colinas).
 During the Annual Meeting, the 
Chamber also welcomed to its Board 
of Directors: Phillip Dye (Larsen 
Dye Associates Architects), Gary 
Huddleston (Kroger Stores), Wil-
lie Leggett (Frito-Lay), Sean Liu 
(Barlow, Garsek & Simon), Vernon 
Proctor (MART Inc.), Luis Spino-
la (Azteca-Omega), John Arnott 
(WaveTwo), James Cassels (Irving 
Convention and Visitors Bureau), 
Christopher Converse (Gardere 
Wynne Sewell), Brent Brown (Cot-
ten Schmidt & Abbott), Dr. Herlinda 
Glasscock (North Lake College) and 
Dr. Dana T. Bedden (Irving ISD). 

Annual Meeting Recaps Successful 2010, Previews 2011

 Recently, the Greater Irving-Las 
Colinas Chamber of Commerce was 
pleased to witness one of Irving’s 
most respected companies giving 
back to the community.  Frito-Lay’s 
Irving manufacturing facility part-
nered with two Irving ISD elemen-
tary schools for its Fourth Annual 
Frito-Lay Adelante Coat Drive.
 Students at Brandenburg El-
ementary and John R. Good Elemen-
tary received not only coats, but also 
backpacks, binders, spiral notebooks 
and pencil binder cases. Students 
were also treated to a pizza party.
 “The coat drive is a nationally-
sponsored initiative, and each year 
our employees in Irving have out-
done the previous year’s effort,” said 
Angel M. Rico, human resources 
staffing coordinator at Frito-Lay 

 Your Chamber is introducing 
a new revenue-generating service 
for Chamber members to help 
you grow your business by provid-
ing you detailed information for 
selling to the One Trillion Dollar 
Public Sector Marketplace. 
 The Chamber will launch 
this new program by hosting 
a “Selling to the Government 
Workshop” December 16, 11a.m. 
- 3p.m. in the Chamber Tower at 
5201 North O’Connor Blvd, Suite 
100. Lunch will be provided and 
there is NO COST TO ATTEND FOR 
CHAMBER MEMBERS!  
 Businesses of all sizes will 
benefit from the program and 
will gain critical information 
about how to win our govern-
ment’s business. This leading-
edge program, provided to Cham-
ber members through a partner-
ship between the Chamber and 
Strategic Partnerships, Inc., is 

one you do not want to miss!
 This workshop will prepare 
participants to maximize this govern-
ment business development program 
and improve the success rate for 
capturing new business. Your par-
ticipation will benefit your business 
in the following ways: 
Learn how to use government intel-
ligence and opportunity leads
Leverage an understanding of the 
marketplace
Meet decision-makers
Overcome obstacles
Win new business
 Register to attend by visiting 
www.irvingchamber.com or calling 
214-217-8484. 

 Have you seen the newly reno-
vated building at 212 West Irving 
Boulevard? If you have, you know it 
is a beauty! If you have not, Wednes-
day morning December 8 would be 
an excellent time to visit JPT Graph-
ics.  A ribbon cutting is set on that 
date for this Irving-based company 
which began in 1984 by Simon and 
Shirley Lowenstein.
 What Simon and Shirley 
have done in rehabilitating their 
new building at 212 W. Irving 
Blvd to become their new corpo-
rate headquarters and studio for 
their ten employees is nothing 
short of remarkable!  The company 
which was previously located on 
Grauwyler in Irving took the 5,000 
sq ft building on Irving Blvd and 

totally refurbished it (both exterior 
and the interior) creating a world-
class environment.

 Their showcase event and rib-
bon cutting will take place Wednes-
day, December 8 at 8:30 a.m. 

JPT Graphics to Celebrate Ribbon Cut-
ting in Heritage Crossing December 8Would your business 

benefit from securing 
government contracts?

Irving. “This year we were able to 
provide more than 100 coats for 
students who would otherwise go 
cold this winter.”
 The coat drive and pizza party 
were made possible by an an-
nual golf tournament and plate drive 
which raised a total of $4,700 to 
support the company’s community 
service and charitable efforts.
 “Frito-Lay continues to be a 
great corporate citizen in Irving,” 
said Chris E. Wallace, President/
CEO of the Greater Irving-Las Co-
linas Chamber of Commerce. “From 
helping to provide needed supplies 
for community and educational fa-
cilities to being very engaged in the 
Chamber, Frito-Lay exemplifies the 
spirit of giving that is characteristic 
of the Irving business community.”

Frito-Lay Provides Coats to Students at John R. 
Good and Brandenburg Elementary in Irving

The Chamber’s Annual Meeting recaps the Chamber’s many successes 
in 2010 and offers a preview for 2011.
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OBITUARIES
LeoLa BLeuLer

Leola Bleuler, 80, of Irving, died 
Wednesday, November 24, 2010 af-
ter a lengthy battle with Alzheimer’s 
disease. She was born October 3, 
1930 in Adrian, PA. Service was 4 
p.m. Saturday, November 27, 2010 
at Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral 
Home Chapel. Burial was in Massil-
lon, Ohio.

Diane Harmon
Diane Harmon, 78, of Georgetown, 
formerly of Irving, died Monday, 
Nov 29, 2010 in Georgetown. She 
was born Feb 28, 1932 in Marietta, 
OH. Visitation was at Donnelly’s 
Colonial Funeral Home. Service 
was 11 a.m., Dec 2 at Irving North 
Christian Church. Burial at Oak 
Grove Memorial Gardens.

CHristopHer

Don HenDerson
Christopher Don Henderson, age 
52, of Irving, passed away Sunday, 
November 28, 2010, in Carrollton 
Texas. He was born November 
16, 1958 in Commerce, Texas to 
Donald Albert Henderson and Su-
zanne Tucker Henderson. Chris’ 
accomplishments include, but are 
not limited to: President of Dal-
las Telco Federal Credit Union, 
President of Resident Data, Vice 
President of Commercial Credit and 
most recently was an entrepreneur 
for his own Paint and Body shop 
while simultaneously developing 
a landscape business. Chris was a 
racing enthusiast who embodied 
an incredible life experiencing at-
titude and celebrated life each and 
every day. He had a tremendously 
loving and giving spirit and was an 
extremely loyal son, brother, and 
friend. He will be greatly missed! 
Chris is survived by his mother, 
Suzanne Henderson of Lewisville; 
brother, Craig Henderson of Irving; 
sister, Holli Burlison and her hus-
band, Bryan of Southlake; nephews, 
Brandon and Blake Burlison; aunts, 
Jean Moore and Paula Henderson 
and great aunt, Martha Moody. 
He was preceded in death by his 
father, Don Henderson in 1988. 

Funeral service will be held 10:00 
a.m. Saturday, December 4, 2010, 
at Mulkey-Mason Funeral Home in 
Lewisville. A graveside service will 
follow at 1:30 p.m. at Oaklawn Cem-
etery in Cooper, Texas. The family 
will receive friends from 6:00 to 
8:00 p.m. Friday at the funeral home. 
For online condolences please go to 
www.mulkeymason.com.

rita sue KenDriCK
Rita Sue Kendrick, of Irving, passed 
away Saturday, November 27, 2010. 
She was born October 24, 1952 in 
Dallas. Funeral services were held 
at 10 AM Wednesday, December 1, 
2010 at Brown’s Memorial Chapel. 
Interment followed at Oak Grove 
Memorial Gardens.

aBraHam moya, Jr.
Abraham Moya, Jr., of Graham, 
passed away November 26, 2010. 
He was born October 30, 1961 in 
Paducah, Texas. Graveside services 
were held at 2 PM Friday, December 
3, 2010 at Skyvue Memorial Gar-
dens in Mansfield. Arrangements 
made by Brown’s Memorial Funeral 
Home.

miCHaeL p. rasor
Heaven received 
an angel, Michael 
P.  R a s o r,  o n 
11/26/10,  age 
52. Born 4/10/58 
in Sweetwater, 
TX to  f a the r 
Clealen Rasor 
& mother Jessie 

Rasor. Survived by soul mate 
Linda S. Geer-Rasor, family & 
friends. Service was held on 12/3/10 
@ 11 AM. @ Oakview Baptist 
Church, Irving, TX.

ann CaroL tyson
Ann Carol Tyson, resident of Irving 
for 24 years, passed away Thurs., 
Nov. 25, 2010. She was born Oct. 22, 
1946 in Ft. Campbell, KT. Memorial 
donations may be made to Juvenile 
Diabetes Research Foundation, 
9400 N. Central Expwy, Ste. 1201, 
Dallas, TX 75231. Arrangements by 
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home.

 All five funeral homes in Irving 
will be honoring the veterans that 
are laid to rest in Oak Grove Memo-
rial Gardens, Irving with the Wreaths 
Across America event on December 
11, 2010. The staffs of Ben F. Brown’s, 
Calvary, Chapel of Roses, Chism-
Smith, Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral 
Homes and your friends at Oak Grove 

Memorial Gardens welcome the pub-
lic’s involvement with the first annual 
Wreaths Across America event!
 We would like for you to join us 
by either sponsoring a wreath, attend-
ing the Wreath Laying Ceremony and/
or volunteering in the placement of 
wreaths on the graves of our veterans 
following the program.  

 To purchase a wreath or become a 
corporate sponsor, please contact one 
of the following sponsors: Oak Grove 
Memorial Gardens, 972.579.1844; 
Ben F. Brown’s 972.254.4242; Irving 
Calvary 972.579.7356; Chapel of 
Roses 972.554.1031; Chism-Smith 
972.259.7644; Donnelly’s Colonial 
972.579.1313.

Irving funeral homes to 
honor graves of  veterans

 In an effort to provide children access to games, The Irving 
Rambler is accepting games to be donated to the Irving ISD, 
Irving’s Family Advocacy Center and the Children’s House at 
Baylor Irving. So check your closets and toy chests. If you or 
your children love a game, other children will love it as well. 
 The collection drive includes any games with some academic 
merit. We are hoping to receive everything from chess sets to 
Legos, building blocks to Operation, Scrabble to Monopoly and 
everything in between. There are literally thousands of games 

Gently used 
board games 

NEEDED

out there that can help develop a 
child’s self esteem, social 

skills, life skills, coordina-
tion and strategies. 

Please make sure all the 
pieces are included with 
the game. Remember if 
you would give a game to 
your children to play with, 
it is the type of game other 
children will benefit from 
having.
 Games can be dropped 
off at The Irving Rambler, 
625 S. Rogers, Irving, from 
10 a.m. till 4 p.m. As staff 
members are often in and 
out of the building, you 
may call 214-675-6493 to 
ensure someone is avail-
able to accept the games. 

Why wait in lines?
PURCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

Tickets on sale NOW! - Online or at the Theater

The Warrior’s Way

By Alice Canham
 Clay Briggs lived a good life, 
according to his widow, Konrad 
(Kunnie). He died on Oct. 30 at age 
81 after shooting an 80 in golf the 
day before. But it will be a long time 
before families throughout Grand 
Prairie and Irving forget this legend 
of the roller rink. 
 He was “Mr. Clay” to genera-
tions of kids who appreciated Mid-
Cities Skateland. Tana Murrell has 
lived in Irving for 20 years, and grew 
up escaping to Skateland with her 
high school chums. She likes that her 
own kids are now growing up with 
a love for the same institution.
 “It’s what they do their chores 
for,” said Murrell. “If they misbe-
have, they know they won’t get to go 
to Mid-Cities.” 14 year old Tiera is 
in 8th grade at Lamar Middle School 
and Tyra, 11, is in 6th grade.
 “I have no qualms about drop-

ping them off for a Friday night 
skating party. I know that they’re in 
a safe environment where the staff 
will watch them and make sure that 
every skater is treated right. I don’t 
have to worry about gang activity, or 
kids acting out or bullying or any of 
that. My kids can get together with 
their friends to communicate outside 
of school, but still with a sense of 
security.”
 Losing “Mr. Clay” was hard on 
her kids, said Murrell. 
 “Some of the kids got together 
for an informal memorial after he 
passed. I brought in a memory book 
so that they could write down their 
memories. I remember one of them 
wrote, ‘Now there’s an angel skat-
ing in heaven.’ Mid-Cities Skateland 
will always be part of our lives.”
 Kunnie Briggs said skating was 
always part of Clay’s life and of hers 
as well. They had each grown up as 

competitive skaters, she in Detroit 
and he in California. They met and 
began dating in 1954 after participat-
ing in a competition in Denver. 
 After marrying, they started 
their family and began their busi-
ness life together as well. Each 
taught skating, and Clay took over 
management of rinks in Bakersfield, 
San Mateo and then Fullerton, where 
they finally assumed ownership 
of the business. What they really 
wanted, though, was ownership of 
the property as well, but that eluded 
them in California.
 In January 1973 they learned of 
a business for sale in Grand Prairie. 
Finally they had a chance for full 
ownership, business and property, 
so they made the move. Their son, 
Chuck, has followed in their laced-
up footsteps as a National Champion 
for both art and speed and has as-
sumed the day-to-day operation of 
the business. 
 “I haven’t worn skates for 
years,” Kunnie Briggs said. “I keep 
a hand in doing all the art work and 
printing for the rink.
 “We try to be a good influence, 
and a good place to have fun. Clay 
always involved the Scouts, and 
other young people who wanted 
skating birthday parties. Through 
our years of competition we made 
a lot of friends and opened a lot of 
doors for skaters. Our rink has been 
the practice floor for a lot of com-
petitors. We’ve sponsored teams, 
and speed clubs. There’s a roller 
derby team, the Derby Devils, I 
think there must be 60 or 70 women 
involved, and they practice there. 
And it’s all going to stay the same 
under Chuck’s management.” 

Skaters	bid	goodbye	to
a legend of  the roller rink

Provided by Rick Hose
 Keep Irving Beautiful, along with 
YMCA members and staff, partici-
pated in “America Recycles Day”.  
 America Recycles Day is the only 
nationally recognized day dedicated to 
the promotion of recycling programs 
in the United States. It is one day to 
inform and educate, to get neighbors, 
friends and community leaders excited 
about what can be accomplished when 
we all work together, and to make 

recycling better 365 days a year. 
 This year, Irving YMCA mem-
bers collected 308 pounds of recy-
clable materials. KIB provided the 
City of Irving blue recycling bags 
plus instructions on what items can 
be placed in the bags. In addition, as 
the local affiliate of Keep America 
Beautiful, KIB was able to provide 
the YMCA with posters, stickers, mag-
nets and pencils promoting the event. 
This year marked the second year the 

YMCA and KIB partnered together to 
encourage Irving residents to recycle 
on America Recycles Day.
 “It was exciting to see our staff 
and YMCA members get involved in 
helping the community recycle, not 
just on America Recycles Day, but 
all year long,” YMCA Fitness and 
Membership Coordinator Lynn Diaz 
said. “Thanks to KIB for providing 
the materials that helped make this a 
very successful day.” 

KIB celebrates America Recycles Day



¥ It was French playwright 
Albert Guinon who made 
the following sage observa-
tion: “There are people who, 
instead of listening to what is 
being said to them, are already 
listening to what they are go-
ing to say themselves.” 
 
¥ Most people at all familiar 
with the name Max Schmel-
ing know him as the Great 
Nazi Hope, the boxer pro-
duced by Adolf Hitler in the 
1930s to defeat Joe Louis, 
supposedly proving Aryan su-
periority. (He did defeat Louis 
in a match in 1936, though 
he lost a rematch in 1938.) 
What most people don’t real-
ize, though, is that Schmeling 
did not subscribe to Hitler’s 
beliefs -- he wasn’t even a 
member of the Nazi party. 
In fact, during World War II, 
Schmeling risked his life to 
save two Jewish children. 
 

¥ For reasons that are unclear 
now, the Supreme Court in 
1893 declared that a plant 
eaten during a main course 
was a vegetable and one eaten 
afterward was a fruit.
 
¥ What do King Henry VIII, 
science-fiction author H.G. 
Wells, English naturalist 
Charles Darwin, American 
author Edgar Allan Poe and 

composer Sergey Rachmani-
noff have in common? They 
all married their cousins.
 
¥ The 1958 film “Gigi,” star-
ring Leslie Caron and Maurice 
Chevalier, has the distinction 
of having the shortest title of 
any film to win the Academy 
Award for Best Picture.
 
¥ The home of sitting U.S. 

¥ On Dec. 26, 1606, William 
Shakespeare’s play “King 
Lear” is performed at the 
court of King James I of 
England. Shakespeare’s plays 
were not published during his 
lifetime. After his death, two 
members of his troupe col-
lected copies of his plays and 
printed what is now called the 
First Folio (1623).

¥ On Dec. 24, 1809, Chris-
topher Houston “Kit” Car-
son, celebrated hero of the 
American West, is born in 

Richmond, Ky. Although he 
spent much of his life fighting 
Indians, Carson apparently 
had great sympathy and re-
spect for them -- in 1867 he 
became the Superintendent of 
Indian Affairs for Colorado 
Territory.

¥ On Dec. 25, 1914, just after 
midnight on Christmas morn-
ing, the majority of German 
troops engaged in World War 
I cease fire and commence to 
sing Christmas carols. The 
soldiers of Germany, Russia, 
France and Britain exchanged 
presents of cigarettes and 
plum puddings and even 
played a good-natured game 
of soccer.

¥ On Dec. 21, 1945, Gen. 
George S. Patton, commander 
of the U.S. 3rd Army, dies 
from injuries suffered not in 
battle, but in a freak car ac-
cident in Germany. Never dip-
lomatic, Patton once berated 
and slapped a hospitalized 
soldier diagnosed with “shell 
shock,” whom Patton accused 
of “malingering.”

¥ On Dec. 22, 1956, a baby 
gorilla named Colo enters the 
world at the Columbus Zoo in 
Ohio, becoming the first-ever 
gorilla born in captivity. Her 
parents had never learned 
parenting skills, so she was 
reared by zookeepers. Colo, 
the oldest living gorilla in 
captivity, went on to become 
a mother, a grandmother and 

a great-grandmother.

¥ On Dec. 20, 1963, more 
than two years after the Ber-
lin Wall was constructed by 
East Germany to prevent its 
citizens from fleeing its com-
munist regime, nearly 4,000 
West Berliners are allowed to 
cross into East Berlin to visit 
relatives.

¥ On Dec. 23, 1982, the Mis-
souri Department of Health 
and the federal Centers for 
Disease Control inform resi-
dents of Times Beach, Mo., 
that their town was contami-
nated when the chemical 
dioxin was sprayed on its 
unpaved roads. The whole 
town was evacuated and de-
molished. 
(c) 2010 King Features Synd., Inc.

presidents, the White House, 
didn’t become widely known 
as the White House until 1902, 
during Theodore Roosevelt’s 
term in office. The building 
was originally called the 
President’s Palace, but the 
word “palace” was deemed 
to be too royal-sounding, so 
the name was changed to the 
Executive Mansion. 
(c) 2010 King Features Synd., Inc.

Gift Card Pros and Cons

For many who do last-minute 
holiday shopping, speed is es-
sential. There’s no more time 
to ponder and compare and 
wander the aisles looking for 
the perfect gift. 
Gift cards can be a fast pur-
chase, but you still need to 
take a little care. Consider the 

recipient’s interests. Teenag-
ers might appreciate a gift 
card to a music store. Handy 
homeowners will use a gift 
card to the local hardware 
store. For women, if you can 
find an all-mall card, so much 
the better.
However, not all gift cards 
are alike. While the industry 
used to be guilty of abuse with 
gift-card expiration dates and 
fees, new rules this year force 
merchants to keep the cards 
(and the balance) active for 
five years. If there are per-
purchase fees, they must be 
written on the package. Bal-
ance carry-over fees can’t be 
assessed until the card has 
been used at least once. After 
that, however, fees can be 
assessed once a month, and 
there’s nothing to limit the 
amount of fees that can be 
charged for that.
If the card is lost, there’s 
no guarantee you can get a 
replacement, even with your 
receipt. If you can get a re-
placement, there are sure to be 
fees. Do your homework and 
be sure what you’re getting.
There are new warnings out 
this year about pre-loaded 
gift cards you take off the 
rack: There might not be any 
money there by the time your 
recipient uses them. Scam-
mers have figured out how 
to read the code on a card, 
call the toll-free number on 
the back, and then spend that 
money. Instead of buying a 
pre-loaded card, get a blank 
card from a clerk or customer 
services and have the amount 
loaded while you wait. Then 
hold on to your receipt in case 
something happens.
For the Internet-savvy recipi-
ent, consider an e-gift card, 
also known as a virtual gift 
card. You e-mail a special 
code to the recipient, who 
prints it out and takes it to 
the store. It spends just like a 
plastic gift card. 
Be careful of the store: If it 
goes bankrupt, the gift cards 
you buy might be worthless.
Consider giving cash instead. 
While it’s thought that nearly 
30 percent of gift cards go 
unused every year, nobody 
loses track of cash.

David Uffington regrets that 
he cannot personally answer 
reader questions, but will 
incorporate them into his 
column whenever possible. 
Write to him in care of King 
Features Weekly Service, P.O. 
Box 536475, Orlando, FL 
32853-6475, or send e-mail to 
columnreply@gmail.com. 
(c) 2010 King Features Synd., Inc.
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WORSHIP
St. Stephen’s

Presbyterian Church
1621 W. Grauwyler Road, Irving, 75061

972-259-8744
email:  secretary@ststephenspres.com

website:  www.ststephensirving.org
Sunday Worship 10:50 a.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Bible Church

Living Word Global Church
1917 Rindie St., Irving, 75060

972-259-2181
Sunday10:30am Wed7:00 pm

Oak haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431

www.oakhavenumc.org
Swww.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m. 
Thanksgiving service 11/2l/10 7p.m

Woodhaven Presbyterian 
Church

3650 North O'Connor Road
Irving, Texas 75062

www.woodhavenpres.org
Rev. Michael L. Thompson

Sunday School 9:00am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30am

972.541.0747
Preschool & Parents Day Out

Tues. & Thurs. 9:00am- 2:00pm
“For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life.” 
John 3:16

Presbyterian USA

United Methodist

First United
 Methodist Church 

211 W. Third, 75060
972.253.3531www.fumcirving.org
In the heart of downtown/historic

part of Irving 972-253-3531
COME CELEBRATE ADVENT WITH US

Sunday 10:30am & 6:30pm
in the Sanctuary

www.fumcirving.org
FUMC Irving is the church where together 
in Christ generations worship, pray & play 

together and have for 102 years.

Kirkwood United
Methodist Church

2232 W. 5th, Irving, TX 75060
972-254-4191

Servicio de Inspiracion 9:00a.m.
Worship Service 10:45a.m.

www.kirkwoodumcirving.org

A Friendly Biker Church

www.hopeirving.org

Hope Fellowship
At the Pigeon Hole
132 W. Irving Blvd
Irving, TX 75060

Services
Saturday 6:oopm

Sunday 8:45am & 10:45am

214-432-1599214-432-1599214-432-1599

Pastor Dennis King
Leader of the Pack

Presbyterian USA

“Love Among the Old Folks”

United Methodist
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Balken Massage
    www.BalkenMassage.com

817.323.0959

referenCes avaiLaBLe upon request

Are you stressed from
Holiday shopping?

CALL NOW TO RELAX

Kenneth Ballard – Licensed Massage Therapist 

$50.00 Special Rate for New Clients
Full 60 Minutes of Massage

see testimoniaLs on weBsite

Get gift certificates for the holidays!

Customized in-home massage

NO CONTRACTS REQUIRED

Provided by Cynthia Northrop-
White 
 Long before the temperatures 
outside began to fall TxDOT main-
tenance crews began implementing 
plans in preparation for winter’s worst 
weather, snow and ice; however, 
continued reductions in available 
transportation revenue is limiting the 
resources TxDOT can put on the road 
to ensure highways remain open and 
safe during winter storms. 
 “When developing plans it is 

very difficult to balance the potential 
frequency and severity of winter 
storms against our limited available 
resources” said Bill Hale, Dallas Dis-
trict Engineer. “We have over 10,000 
lane miles of roadway to monitor and 
maintain, and only 135 pieces of snow 
and ice equipment.  Many drivers may 
never see our crews, but I can assure 
you, if we have a storm they will be 
out there, working hard and doing 
their best to keep the roads open and 
safe for all Texans.” 

What is TxDOT doing?
 To maximize limited resources, 
TxDOT has developed various strate-
gies, including:
- Maintaining on-hand materials (salt, 
sand, de-icer) at 4 day storm event 
levels
- Shifting available personnel, equip-
ment and materials to affected areas
- Focusing efforts on keeping at least 
one lane (right lane) open on primary 
highways and roads 
 Maintenance drivers, mechanics 
and support personnel have been hard-
at-it installing, servicing and calibrat-
ing vehicles and heavy equipment 
in preparation for emergent winter 
storms. Priority routes have been 
determined and crews are on standby 
ready to work 12-hour shifts to keep 
as many roadways open as possible. 
What can the public do?
 North Texas drivers can help the 
cause if they:
- Delay trips that are not absolutely 
necessary
- Allow more time if you must travel
- Remove snow and ice from vehicles 
make sure headlights and taillights 
are visible
- Drive with caution; slower speed, 
slower acceleration, slower steering 
and slower braking, it’s not worth 
endangering yourself and others to 
save a few minutes 
- Keep a safe driving distance (ap-
proximately 500 feet on highways)
- Approach shaded surfaces, curves, 
bridges and overpasses as though 
they are icy
- Avoid using cruise control and over-
drive on automatic transmissions
- “Know before you go” For online 
road conditions, including traffic 
cameras, visit www.apps.dot.state.

tx.us/travel/road_conditions2.htm. 
For weather website, visit www.
weather.gov. 
- “Know on the road” For current 
traffic and weather information call 
1-800-452-9292, watch for roadway 

advisories and travel time information 
on electronic message signs and tune 
into local highway advisory radio sta-
tions. Stranded motorists should call 
the Texas Department of Public Safety 
at 1-800-525-5555.

TxDOT is prepared for winter snow and ice



It	is	with	mutual	honor	for	all	Five	Funeral	Homes	in	Irving	to	
come together with our time, talents and compassion to honor 
those veterans laid to rest in Oak Grove Memorial Gardens.

The staffs of Donnelly’s Colonial, Chapel of Roses, Calvary, 
Chism-Smith	and	Brown’s	Memorial	Funeral	Homes	welcome	
the	public’s	involvement	with	the	first	annual	Wreaths	Across	
America Project.

The	public	is	welcomed	and	encouraged	to	join	in	this	event	
by
 sponsoring a wreath,
	 attending	the	Wreath	Laying	Ceremony	to	be	held
	 	 at	11:00AM,	Saturday,		December	11th,	2010
  at the Cemetery
 and/or volunteering in the placement of wreaths
  following the program on graves of our veterans.

Wreaths are priced at $15.00 each and the gift is
tax	deductable.		

To	purchase	a	wreath,	or	to	become	a	Small	Business	or
Corporate Sponsor of ten or more wreaths you may contact:

Oak Grove Memorial Gardens     972.579.1844
Brown’s	Memorial	Funeral	Home					972.254.4242

Calvary	Funeral	Home					972.579.7356
Chapel	of	Roses	Funeral	Home					972.554.1031

Chism-Smith	Funeral	Home					972.259.7644
Donnelly’s	Colonial	Funeral	Home					972.579.1313

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA 
Irving Project

v
v

v

& Cremation serviCe
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1800 Market Place Blvd. Ste 140, Irving, 75063 

“RE/MAX DFW Associates”
“Each office is independently owned and operated.”

“If you are thinking of selling your home, call me for 
a FREE market analysis TODAY.

 Have a Very Merry Christmas and A Happy and 
Healthy New Year! “

469-231-7793
David Patterson - Realtor

www.davidp.remax.com

 Three students from the FFA 
organization at Nimitz High School 
will advance to state competition at 
Sam Houston State University Dec. 
3 - 4.
 Competing at state will be the 
Public Relations team, consisting of 

Zac Ali, Katie Holt and Brightan Eh-
rhardt. Katie Holt will also compete 
in the Greenhand Creed Speaking 
Contest. The students won in their 
respective events at the area-level 
contest at Krum High School Nov. 
20.
 Leadership development events 
at FFA state competition are focused 

upon creating situations for members 
to demonstrate their abilities in public 
speaking, decision making, commu-
nication, knowledge of agriculture, 
and the FFA organization. Team and 
individual events reinforce subjects 
taught in agriculture science class-
rooms.
Source: Irving ISD

Students from MacArthur High School won three first place team awards 
at the University Interscholastic League (UIL) Academics tournament 
at Whitehouse High School Nov. 13.

Source: Irving ISD

Nimitz FFA advances to state MacArthur students 
win at UIL meet


