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WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

Main Location:
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Irving, 75061

Other Locations:

Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri   8:00 AM–5:00 PM

972-253-4200972-253-4200
www.mscitx.comwww.mscitx.com

After Hours Clinic:
No appointment necessary 
Mon-Fri 5:00 PM–9:00 PM

Sat & Sun 9:00 AM–4:00 PM 

Lab & Radiology:
Mon-Fri 7:30 AM–5:30 PM

Not available for After Hours Clinic

Valdez Clinic:
3501 N. MacArthur Blvd #400

Tuscan Cardiovascular Center:
701 Tuscan Dr #205

Las Colinas:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #250

OB/GYN:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #255

Baylor MOBI:
2001 N. MacArthur Blvd. #425

December 22, 2012 50¢

RamblerRambler
Coppell  ●  Las Colinas  ●  Valley Ranch

●  Irving ●

Rambler

RamblerRamblerRambler
THE GIFT OF BURGERS, BEER & SPORTS
Open on Christmas Day!

Champps, Champps Americana and the Champps flag logo are registered
trademarks of Champps Operating Corporation. All rights reserved 2011.

Call to make a reservation.
(972) 373-0333
855 W. John Carpenter Freeway
On the corner of Walnut Hill and HWY 114

Coppell  ●  Las Colinas  ●  Valley Ranch

●  Irving ●

Make Your Own Magic! 
a t  t h e  IRVING ARTS CENTER

FAMILY FUNDAYS
Saturday, Dec. 22 • 2 - 4 p.m.
 

Free!
Create holiday crafts, meet Santa and enjoy festive decorations 
throughout the Arts Center.  All supplies provided. Also features a 
demonstration by Ollimpaxqui Ballet Folklorico.

3333 N. MacArthur Blvd. 
Irving, TX 75062

IrvingArtsCenter.com

Council 
to extend 
consultant 
contract
By Amanda Casanova

After more than an hour of 
intense discussion and questioning, 
the Irving City Council voted Dec. 
13 to pay about $220,000 in unpaid 
invoices to Dean International, Inc. 
and renew two contracts with the 
company.

According to invoices, Company 
owner David Dean billed the City 
about $197,000 for work in Octo-
ber, November and December after 
his contract expired in the fall, but 
the consultant was told to continue 
working.

Dean’s consultant and event 
planning contract with the City ex-
pired in September, but City leaders 
could not decide whether to renew 
the $1.1 million agreement, and Dean 
was told to continue working and bill 
the City without a contract.

City leaders said at the meeting 
that confusion and mistakes had 
ignited conflict over Dean’s contract 
and invoices. eventually leading to a 
heated debate on all sides.

“Government doesn’t move as 
quickly as we want it to,” Councilman 
Gerald Farris said. “We probably 

By Jess Paniszczyn
Students and parents flocked to 

the Irving ISD’s Drug and Violence 
Summit held at MacArthur High 
School on Dec. 15. Months of plan-
ning and coordination were involved 
in the educational sessions designed 
to make the community more aware 
of the drug and violence issues that 
exist and teach people to deal with 
these issues proactively. 

A blind twist of fate made the 
summit a ready resource to the Irving 

community, parents and students on 
the morning following a shooting at 
an elementary school in Newtown, 
CT. The summit allowed people to 
voice their concerns, learn about 
programs the district has in place to 
help students and families dealing 
with difficult situations, and inter-
act with educators, police officers, 
mental health professionals and 
each other as they worked to ensure 
their children’s safety in a sometimes 

By Sissy Courtney
When families arrived at Hol-

iday in the Valley at Valley Ranch 
Library, the first thing they saw 
was Train Engineer Tim Scholz 
twisting and turning his trackless 
train named ‘Stanley the Steam 
Engine’ through a blocked off por-
tion of the parking lot. Inside, the 
library glowed with holiday lights 
while the fragrance of popcorn and 
hot chocolate filled the air. 

Children talked to Santa as 
parents took their children’s pic-
tures with the Big Man. Even 
some of Santa’s elves stood ready 
for photos. Professional balloon 
artists crafted balloon hats, candy 
canes, snow globes, reindeer hats 
and more. A puppet show played 
in one room while children took 
their turns at a prize wheel in 
another. 

“(This event) started about 15 
years ago just as an open house to 
thank all our customers for sup-
porting us, and it has grown into 
this,” said Valley Ranch Library 
Branch Manager Patty Mount. 
“We started off with maybe 250 

people to over 1,000 that come to 
this now.” 

This was Dee Pti’s fourth year 
to come with her family. 

“My son is six, and he loves 

How does Santa deliver all of those 
presents around the world in just a few 
hours? Dr. Wesley Randall, assistant 
professor of logistics at the Univer-
sity of North Texas, explains how Santa 
handles the logistics – the science of 
moving goods from where they’re made 
to where they’re needed. 

How does Santa deliver presents to 
millions of children around the world in 
a short time?

“The issue is very big. Santa has 
to deliver all these gifts on Christmas 
morning, and it gives him a little less 

than 27 hours if you consider the earth’s 
rotation,” Randall said. “That means 
Santa is faced with 58,000 square miles, 
which causes him to have to travel 2,300 
miles an hour. That leaves about 12 
minutes for Santa to deliver all those 
goods in the area of North Texas. That’s 
2 million pounds of gifts, enough to fill 
1,800 railroad cars.”

Why is the Dallas-Fort Worth area 
an important region for Santa?

“Santa knows that DFW is the 
center of logistics for the United States. 
Actually, DFW is really almost the center 

of logistics for the globe,” Randall said. 
“There’s more than 600 motor carriers 
in the DFW area. Texas is home to more 
than seven freight lines. There’s eight 
interstates, there’s 300,000 miles of 
roadway, and then we have internation-
al air services provided through Dallas 
Fort Worth International, Alliance and 
Dallas Love Field.”

How has UNT helped Santa this 
year?

“UNT’s experts in its Complex 
Logistics Systems research cluster 

Summit helps community 
confront drugs, violence 

Photo by John Starkey

Parents learn how to be proactive in protecting their children 
from a complex world during the Drugs and Violence Summit.

See CONSULTANT, Page 12

Holiday in the Valley 
brings season’s spirit 
to the community

Library 
volunteer Shawn 
Lee, Branay 
Jeet, and Bal 
Vinder watch to 
see where the 
prize wheel stops 
during Valley 
Ranch Library’s 
holiday event. 

As Abhishek 
Doddi and 
Tirumala 
Pentakota sit on 
Santa’s lap, their 
mom Sammita 
Doddi bends 
to capture the 
perfect photo.

Expert explains Santa’s delivery logistics

Photo by John Starkey

A little red convertible is great for a spin around Irving, 
but when The Big Day rolls around Santa relies on a 
sophisticated distribution network and the science of 
logistics to get the job done.

See SUMMIT, Page 5

See LIBRARY, Page 2

See SANTA’S  LOGISTICS, Page 8

Photos by Sissy Courtney
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Purchase 
$50 worth 
of either, or a combination of coupon 
books and gi� certi�cates and receive 
a FREE meal on your next visit.
Expires Jan 2013

 Le Peep
4835 N O'Connor Blvd #100
Irving, Texas 75062
972-717-0422
www.lepeeptexas.com
Hours of Operation 
Mon-Fri 6:30am-2:00pm, 
Sat and Sun 7am-2:30pm
Daily Specials Mon-Fri

Voted Best Breakfast in Irving

Le Breakfast  ◆  Le Brunch  ◆  Le Lunch

We will be open Christmas Eve day and Closed on Christmas Day 
to enjoy it with our families, but we will be open bright and early 

Wednesday morning. So give yourself a break and let us do the cooking.

Visit Our Other Locations

Hours:  Mon.-Fri. 5:30 a.m.-9 p.m. Sat. 5:30 a.m.-3 p.m.  Sun. 7 a.m.-3 p.m.

BREAKFAST   ◆   LUNCH   ◆   DINNER

MANSFIELD
310 Mitchell Rd., 

Metro (817) 477-3383

WATAUGA
5912 Denton Hwy., 

Metro (817) 498-7079
IN GOD WE TRUST

Where Irving 
Meets and Eats

For Take Out Call (972) 253-7335
425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

Merry 
Christmas 

and 
Happy New Year!

Merry 
Christmas 

and 
Happy New Year!

109 S. MAIN STREET, 
IN DOWNTOWN IRVING

WiFi
FREE

972-259-1123 
www.gloryhousecatering.com

 

BISTRO LUNCH 
CLOSED

Dec. 24-Jan 2.  Reopens on Jan. 3
Office open: call or e-mail 

for catering orders, reservations, or inquiries

Elvis Gospel Brunch — Jan. 13

Elvis Goes Western 
Feb. 22 — 7 PM - 11 PM; $40

CATERING 
to your home, corporation, or venue!
Our venue transforms to host your event on 
site at Glory House (for up to 200 guests)

Big State Drug

Af
te

rChristmas

Sale

100 E. Irving Blvd.
Irving, Tx 75060

Phone: 972.254.1521

At

Everything Christmas
Except Pipka Santa’s and 

Byer’s Choice Carols

50%OFF

Wednesday, Dec. 26, 2012
Starting 

Here’s hoping the Christmas season brings you lots of
goodies and happy memories with family and friends.
Thanks so much for your loyal patronage.
We look forward to serving you next year!

Spa W 
3321 W. Rochelle Rd.
Irving, TX 75062
214-355-6682
www.spawirving.com

The Irving Heritage Senior Cen-
ter was alive with Christmas spirit 
during the 4th Annual Holiday in the 
Heritage event on Dec. 7. 

There were songs by Doug 
McAlister, Ms. Mature Irving 2012 
Kay Waters and the Heritage Sing-
ers. A toe tapping performance was 
presented by the Heritage Tappers. 
Dancers from Dolly Salas’ Irving 

Dance Conservatory were a highlight 
of the evening with dancers from age 
4 to 15 offering delightful dance inter-
pretations of favorite holiday music. 
The night finished with a wonderful 
concert by the Irving High Band 
Alumni Association ensemble.

There were Christmas activities 
in the Heritage dining room too, with 
a workshop to make gingerbread 

coming every year taking pictures 
with Santa and the puppet show,” 
Pti said. “We come to Story Time at 
the library on Tuesday nights. They 
do a good show, and they are very 
organized. It’s nice that they have 
the train ride outside, because it’s 
spreading the traffic, and so it’s not 
so chaotic inside.” 

Jihyum Lee said that after seeing 
Santa last year, her children talked 
about it for days.

“The candy he gives them is 
like a precious, precious treasure to 
them,” Lee said. “We expect they will 
have the same joy this time. This is 
the real Christmas to them.”

Valley Ranch Library, Cimar-
ron Park Recreation Center, and 
the Friends of Irving Public Library 
sponsored the event on Dec. 14. Val-
ley Ranch Homeowners’ Association 
provided the train rides, and Java Me 
Up was there with free cups of hot 
chocolate.

Courtesy Photo

Always ready to listen, Ms. Claus encourages a young lady to follow her dreams.

Photo by Sissy Courtney

Stanley the Steam Engine gives rides to children and parents at 
Valley Ranch Library Dec. 14.

Library
Continued from Page 1

Holiday spirit fills the Heritage
houses. 

Grandparents and their grand-
children had a blast creating these 
Christmas confections. Mrs. Santa 
was on hand to tell stories and visit 
with the children. It was an enjoy-
able time for all in attendance, and a 
wonderful way to start the Christmas 
celebrations. 

Source: Irving Heritage Senior Center
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Dear Editor:
I have lived in Irving for almost 

37 years.
When TXU was my provider, I 

can count on one hand how many 
times the lights went out. Yes;...ONE 
HAND!

Since ONCOR took control; 
the lights go out a minimum of two 
times a month, sometimes even three 
times.

I have a CPAP machine, and 
when the electricity goes out at night, 
it is crucial for me. 

I had my doctor send a form to 
ONCOR, and part of their response 
was “...Therefore it is your responsi-
bility to prepare for possible power 
interruptions and to make arrange-
ments for a backup supply or other 
alternatives in the event of loss of 
electric service as needed...”

My question is when my electric-
ity is out from 5 minutes to 3 hours, 
and I can’t open my garage door to 
get my car out, and a generator is 
pointless since it can’t be used in the 
house, what next?

I have also given up on set-
ting and resetting my clocks. I am 
tempted to buy old fashioned windup 

clocks. 
I have called ONCOR numer-

ous times about the line to my house 
being so tight because the pole is 
tilting away from my house. They 
have come here three times, and tried 
to release the tension, but it doesn’t 
seem to be enough. I had to laugh at 
the first time they came over. The 
service man said there was no way he 
would climb the pole, so he left. And 
the story goes on from there.

I also want to comment that one 
day I was grocery shopping and when 
I came home, I couldn’t open my ga-
rage door. I called TXU, and they said 
they couldn’t help, so they give me 

ONCOR’s number. ONCOR stated 
they couldn’t help either cause my 
cell phone number was not registered 
with them, and I needed to provide 
them with my account number. I 
would have, but I could not get in 
my house to give it to them. So they 
disconnected my call.

Just had to vocalize and wonder 
if anyone else in Irving is having this 
problem.

Maria B

n December 22 from Noon to 5 p.m.
Free Gift Wrapping
The Irving Public Library will spon-
sor holiday gift wrapping services 
provided by the Young Adult Action 
Council and student volunteers with 
the All Wrapped Up program. Take 
some of the hassle out of holiday 
preparations by bringing gifts to the 
Central Library. Gift wrapping ser-
vice is limited to 10 items per person 
and will be available while supplies 
last. Hot chocolate and cookies will 
be served. Gift wrapping for oversized 
items will not be available. 
n December 22 thru January 2 
Pet Fostering Opportunities
Hundreds of homeless dogs and cats 
are in need of a loving family this 
holiday season. The Irving Animal 
Care Campus, 4140 Valley View Lane, 
is offering pet fostering opportuni-
ties. Following the fostering period, 
families have the option of adopting 
a pet for the normal fee. For more 
information, call 972-721-7788 or 
972-721-2256.
n December 27 thru January 8  
Christmas Tree Roundup
Trees will be collected as a regular 
part of Irving’s weekly brush/bulky 

waste pick-up. Weekly brush/bulky 
waste collection is offered the same 
day as curbside recycling. To find out 
more about curbside recycling and 
weekly brush/bulky waste collection, 
call 972721-8059. Christmas trees 
also will be accepted at the following 
locations Dec. 22-Jan. 6:
Cottonwood Park, 4051 N. Story 
Road 
Southwest Park, 2800 Shady Grove 
Road 
Drop-Off Recycling Center, 8555 
Home Depot Drive (east corner of 
The Home Depot parking lot) 
Hunter Ferrell Landfill, 220 W. 
Hunter Ferrell Road 
(7 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily, closed Dec. 24, 
25 and Jan. 1) 
Whether trees are recycled at curb-
side or at drop-off locations, residents 
must remove all obstructions such as 
tree stands, lights, tinsel, nails and 
ornaments. Plastic bags covering the 
tree also must be removed. All trees 
collected as part of this program will 
be mulched and made available for 
a nominal fee at the Hunter Ferrell 
Landfill. Call (972) 721-7322 for 
details.

Letters to the eDitor

The Irving Rambler ac-
cepts your input, letters, com-
ments – good as well as bad, 
and opinions.

 If you would like to see 
your ideas in print, please 
email them to irving@irvin-
grambler.com or mail them to: 
The Irving Rambler, P.O. Box 
177731, Irving, Texas 75017  
Re: Letters to the Editor

Send us your comments

$69* D.I.V.O.R.C.E 
 

CRIMINAL DEFENSE 
● DWI / Suspended License 
● All Warrants 
● 24 Hour Jail Release 
● Occupational License 
● Protective Order 
● Misdemeanor / Felony Cases 

FAMILY LAW 
● Divorce / Annulment 
● Child Support / Paternity 
● Custody Modification 
● Restraining Order 
● Protective Order 
● Name Change / Adoption 
● Domestic Violence 

 
Easy Payment Plans 
Law Offices of Vincent Ndukwe 
2730 N. Stemmons Frwy 
#409, Dallas 75207 

214-638-5930 

Open Saturdays  
and Sundays 

1420 N. Cooper St., #112 
Arlington, TX 76010 

817-277-0196 
 

866-446-1400 
 

*Fees quoted above are minimum down payment needed to begin processing your case, if you qualify.  Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. 

Juvenile Cases 
Child  Protective 

Services/CPS 

Se Habla Espanol 
 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Constance Q. Zhou, MD

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 225, Irving, TX 75061

Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 972-253-4280

✦ Medical Degree in Otolaryngology from University of Texas 
 Southwestern Medical School, 2006
✦ Residency at University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center
✦ Joined the Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving, October 2011
✦ Bilingual: English and Chinese

Specialist in Otolaryngology, Head & Neck Surgery

Attention non-Profit orgAnizAtions
Rambler Newspapers is preparing to allocate their in-

kind donations for 2013. Every year the Rambler Newspapers 
contributes between $40,000 - $50,000 to local charity orga-
nizations in the form of in-kind donations. If your organization 
wants to be considered for donations of advertising space 
in the Irving Rambler or the DFW NewsFlash, please email 
your wants and needs to john@irvingrambler.com before 
December 31, 2012. In order to manage the number of 
requests received, the Rambler Newspapers allocates all 
of their in-kind donations at the beginning of each year.

Why wait in lines?
PURCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

Tickets on sale NOW! Online or at the Theater

LES MISERABLES    PG13
12:00    3:25    6:50    10:15

* PARENTAL GUIDANCE    PG
11:45    2:15    4:45    7:15    9:45

DJANGO UNCHAINED    R
11:45    3:15    6:45    10:20

* JACK REACHER    PG13
12:50    1:20    3:45    4:15    7:00    7:30    

9:35    10:25

# THIS IS 40    R
12:50    4:00    7:10    10:10

# MONSTER’S - 3D    PG13
2:25    4:45    7:05    9:25

# MONSTER’S - 2D    PG13
12:05

* THE GUILT TRIP - PG13
12:10    2:55    5:15    7:45    10:05

THE HOBBIT: AN UNEXPECTED 
JOURNEY - 2D    PG13

11:45    3:20    6:55    10:30

THE HOBBIT: AN UNEXPECTED 
JOURNEY - 3D    PG13

1:30    5:25    9:00

RISE OF THE GUARDIANS - 2D    
PG

12:00    2:20    4:40    7:10    9:30

LIFE OF PI - 2D    PG
1:20    4:25    7:20    10:20

SKYFALL    PG13
11:50    3:00    6:40    9:55

# - No Passes
* - Fully Restricted

With the holidays fast approach-
ing, students at North Lake College 
(NLC) are spending less time in the 
mall and more time practicing the 
art of giving. Donation items range 
from holiday cards for the troops 
to clothing and food for the Genesis 
Women’s Shelter.

“I purposefully do not offer extra 
credit to my students for donating 
items,” said psychology professor 
Enrique Otero. “I prefer that they 
donate out of genuine goodwill.” 

Despite the lack of external re-
ward, however, North Lake students 
remain eager to give. In fact, students 
recently filled an entire empty of-
fice with donations for Terrell State 
Psychiatric Hospital. Led byNLC’sPsi 
Beta Honor Society, the fundraiser 
produced a wide range of donation 
items, including track shoes, Frisbees 
and winter coats.

Also making the season bright is 
the NLC Blazer Student Store. Oper-
ating year-round, the Blazer Student 
Store functions much like a thrift 
store, but instead of U.S. currency, 
it uses Blazer Bucks. Students may 
acquire Bucks in a variety of ways, 

including classroom participation, 
trading items from home, and win-
ning them at campus events. Plus, ev-
ery December, each student is freely 
given 30 dollars in Blazer Bucks to 
shop for their holiday needs.

“Spending time in the store has 
helped me considerably with my own 
personal struggles,” said student Re-

gina Fischer in the October edition of 
the News-Register. “When I feel like 
I am having a difficult day, I go down 
to the store and volunteer. Helping 
others puts my life in perspective.” 
Students experiencing a hardship are 
given Blazer Bucks or Blazer Food 
Vouchers free, no questions asked.

Source: North Lake College 

Holiday charity work impacts campus, community

Courtesy Photo

Taking quality control seriously, a group of North Lake College 
students tests each and every toy before sending it on to its 
forever home.
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214-676-1145 / tammyp@irvingrambler.com

CeMeterY PLots

eMPLoYMeNt

CLASSIFIEDS (972) 870-1992 
tammyp@irvingrambler.com 

LEGAL NOTICE

Advertising Sales 
Representative Needed
Seeking an energetic and self-motivated individual. Sales experience a 
plus.
 Requirements: 
	 •	Reliable	Transportation
	 •	Valid	Driver’s	License
	 •	Current	Auto	insurance
	 •	Good	Driving	Record
	 •	Positive	attitude	with	willingness	to	learn
	 •	Basic	computer	skills
Established accounts are available. Includes hourly rate plus commission.
Call	RAMBLER	NEWSPAPERS	at	972-870-1992	for	more	information.

Two of the best and Last 
remaining Oak Grove Memorial Garden 
lots in the tree shaded Vespers Section.

Both for $7,500.00 - 
Call Larry @ 214-529-2499

Even Exchange

Pricing Manager needed 
(Sky Chefs, Inc., Irving, TX). 

Must hold a Bach. or foreign equiv. deg. 
in Finance, Business Admin. or a related 

field & 3 yrs. of exp. performing profitability 
analyses & developing pricing strategies. 
Also req. is 3 yrs. of exp. conducting ser-
vice negotiations; creating Excel spread-
sheets; & using SAP, Visio, & Airvision. 

Travel up to 25% is also req. Apply 
w/resume to: Christy O’Brien, Sky Chefs, 

Inc., 6191 North State Highway 161, 
Irving, TX 75038. No relo. available. 

No 3rd party responses. EOE.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT

CITY OF IRVING CITY COUNCIL 

A public hearing will be held to consider amendments to the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance 
No. 1144 of the City of Irving, Texas as described herein:

LOCATION, DATE & TIME OF PUBLIC HEARING:
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas
City Council:  Thursday, January 10, 2013, 7:00 p.m. 

Ordinance amending Section 52-49 - Sale, serving or storage of alco-holic beverages to (1) 
revise the minimum percentage of food sales relative to alcoholic beverage sales in a restaurant 
zoned S-P-1 (R-AB), (2) revise the minimum requirements for an application for S-P-1 (R-AB) 
zoning, (3) revise the reporting period for food and alcoholic beverage sales from quarterly to 
semi-annually, (4) provide that the city council may grant a variance to the distance require-
ment between an establishment selling alcoholic beverages and churches, schools, public 
hospitals and residences, and (5) require city owned facilities whose construction or operation 
is funded in whole or in part by hotel occupancy tax revenue to comply with the requirements 
of Section 52-49(a). 

All interested persons are encouraged to attend the public hearing and express their opinions 
on the zoning ordinance amendment.  Written response for the record may also be submitted to: 

City of Irving – Development Services Dept., 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, 
TX 75060.

The proposed amendment is on file for public review in the Development Services Department 
at the address listed above during normal business hours. For additional information, please 
contact the Department at 972-721-2424.  

This facility is wheelchair accessible. Accessible parking spaces are available. Requests for 
interpretation services or assistive hearing devices must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting. 
Contact the City Secretary’s Office at (972) 721-2493 for assistance.

ZONING CASE NO. ZC12-0056
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-1 (R-AB)

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-9397

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING OR-
DINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF 
LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE WALNUT HILL BUSINESS PARK 26TH 
INSTALL-MENT, 2ND REVISION ADDITION, AND LOCATED AT 1000 WEST JOHN CARPENTER 
FREEWAY, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN THE BODY OF THIS ORDINANCE; 
ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM C-C COMMUNITY COMMER-
CIAL DISTRICT USE UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-1 (R-AB) SITE PLAN 
DISTRICT USE FOR RES-TAURANT WITH ATTENDANT ACCESSORY USE OF THE SALE OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION UNDER SECTION 52 49 OF 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE 
A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO 
LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; 
PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT 
THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COM-PREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT 
THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE 
EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING THE ENTIRE ORDINANCE SHALL BE 
INVALID IF ANY WORD, PHRASE, CLAUSE, SENTENCE, PARAGRAPH OR SECTION OF THIS 
ORDINANCE IS HELD TO BE INVALID; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ZONING CASE NO. ZC12-0064
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – S-P-1

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-9398

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT 
OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE JESSE MOON SURVEY, ABSTRACT 
NO. 618, AND LOCATED AT 1700 EAST AIRPORT FREEWAY, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY 
DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID 
PROPERTY FROM S-P-1 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR SALES AND SERVICE OF NEW 
AND USED CARS AND TRUCKS UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-1 SITE 
PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR AUTOMOBILE RENTAL WITH USED AUTOMOBILE SALES AS A 
PERMITTED ACCESSORY USE UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE 
SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL 
CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL 
ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS 
OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, 
MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL 
OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; 
PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ZONING CASE NO. ZC12-0050
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-1 (R-AB)

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-9411

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING 
OR-DINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT 
OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE MCKINNEY AND WILLIAMS 
SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 1066, AND LOCATED AT 1735 NORTH STORY ROAD, SUITE 172, 
MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDER-
ING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM C-C COMMUNITY COMMERCIAL 
DISTRICT USE UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-1 (R-AB) SITE PLAN 
DISTRICT USE FOR RESTAURANT WITH ATTENDANT ACCESSORY USE OF THE SALE OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION UNDER SECTION 52-49 OF 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE 
A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO 
LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; 
PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT 
THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT 
THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE 
EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING THE ENTIRE ORDINANCE SHALL BE 
INVALID IF ANY WORD, PHRASE, CLAUSE, SENTENCE, PARAGRAPH OR SECTION OF THIS 
ORDINANCE IS HELD TO BE INVALID AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ZONING CASE NO. ZC12-0069
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – S-P-2
AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-9417

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, ADOPTED 
FEBRUARY 25, 1997, FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY, 
MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPRE-
HENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING 
CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE HIRAM 
VAIL SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 1506, AND LOCATED ON THE SOUTHEAST AND SOUTHWEST 
CORNERS OF VALLEY RANCH PARKWAY AND RANCHVIEW DRIVE, MORE FULLY AND COM-
PLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE 
OF SAID PROPERTY FROM M-FW FREEWAY DISTRICT USE UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, 
AS AMENDED, TO S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR R-6 USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 
1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; 
PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; COR-
RECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING 
ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH SUCH COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, AS AMENDED, FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING 
THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDI-
NANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; 
AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ZONING CASE NO. ZC12-0063
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – S-P-1

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-9414

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT 
OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE MCKINNEY AND WILLIAMS 
SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 1042, AND LOCATED AT 1411 WEST IRVING BOULEVARD, MORE 
FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN THE BODY OF THIS ORDINANCE; ORDERING A 
CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM P-O PROFESSIONAL OFFICE DISTRICT 
USE UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-1 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR 
P-O USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED 
HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGU-
LATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; 
DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; 
PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZON-
ING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY 
CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ZONING CASE NO. ZC12-0068
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – S-P-2

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-9416

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT 
OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF BRITAIN INDUSTRIAL ADDITION AND 
LOCATED AT 1910 N. BRITAIN ROAD, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN THE 
BODY OF THIS ORDINANCE; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM 
S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR C-C USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED 
TO S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR C-N USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND 
ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVID-
ING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECT-
ING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL 
OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE 
PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE 
DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES 
OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

TRANSIT ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT DETAIL PLAN NO. ZC12-0061
ZONING CLASSIFICATION –TRANSIT ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-9412

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING TRANSIT ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT DETAIL PLAN NO. ZC12-
0061 ON A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE WILLIAM A. DOWNING SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 391, 
AND THE ELIZABETH CROCKETT SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 217, AND LOCATED SOUTH OF N. 
O’CONNOR ROAD AND EAST OF LAKE CAROLYN PARKWAY, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY 
DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO AND AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2012-9331, 
TO INCLUDE THE SAID TRANSIT ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT DETAIL PLAN THERETO; PRO-
VIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ZONING CASE NO. ZC12-0070
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – S-P-2

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-9418

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT 
OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE DOMINION REVISED ADDITION 
AND LOCATED AT 4920 DOMINION BOULEVARD, 4936 DOMINION BOULEVARD, AND 5017 
PROVINCE PLACE, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN THE BODY OF THIS 
ORDINANCE; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM S-P-2 SITE PLAN 
DISTRICT USE FOR R-6 USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-2 SITE 
PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR R-6 USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO 
THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL 
CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL 
ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS 
OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, 
MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL 
OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; 
PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ZONING CASE NO. ZC12-0072
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – S-P-2

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-9419

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT 
OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE LAKES OF LAS COLINAS, PHASE 1 
ADDITION AND GENERALLY LOCATED NORTH AND EAST OF THE INTERSECTION OF WATERS 
EDGE DRIVE AND FOUNTAINVIEW DRIVE, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN 
EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY 
FROM S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR R-10 USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS 
AMENDED TO S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR R-10 USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 
1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; 
PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; COR-
RECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING 
ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE 
PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE 
DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES 
OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, on 
December 13, 2012.

BETH VAN DUYNE - MAYOR
ATTEST: Shanae Jennings - Acting City Secretary
APPROVED AS TO FORM: Charles R. Anderson - City Attorney

LEGAL NOTICE

Salvation Army 
implements 
smart phone 
option at Irving 
red kettles 

This holiday season, The Salva-
tion Army is giving people a new 
way to donate to its traditional red 
kettles at 21 locations in and near 
Irving. Until Christmas Eve, local 
red kettle stands will display two QR 
codes – one for a $5 donation and 
one for a $10 donation – that can 
be made by scanning the codes with 
a smart phone. The donations will 
specifically support The Salvation 
Army in Irving. 

With fewer people carrying cash 
in their pockets or purses, this new 
opportunity provides a viable giving 
option for compassionate people who 
might come up dry if they reached for 
some change or a dollar. 

Although carrying cash is a de-
clining trend, more and more people 
are carrying smart phones. According 
to Nielson, nearly half (49.7 percent) 
of cell phone users now have smart 
phones, which is a 38 percent in-
crease over last year. 

For those who have a QR code 
app that reads the codes, this will 
give them a new way to give to help 
the less fortunate in their community. 

Source: The Salvation Army
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The next phase of the Orange Line to North Lake College and 
Belt Line Station is now open.

DART.org 
214.979.1111

Hang out at Dirk’s house with 19,199 of 
your closest friends.

Open the possibilities.
DART’s Orange Line

customerservice@angelsandmoore.com

FABRIC STORE
(972) 579-0535

118 W. Irving Blvd., Irving  TX 75060Expires 10/27/12

NOW OPEN til 7 pm on Tuesdays for Holiday Shopping

Bring in a new, unwrapped 
gift for Toys for Tots 
and receive a 
double punch on 
your member card! 
Expires  12/18/12

Buy One Pant Hem 
Get One FREE
(equal or lesser value) 

Expires 1/1/13

Get 50% off 
one single item 
in gift shop

$1 per yard off 
any single 
cut fabric in store
Expires 12/29/2012

Expires 12/29/2012

St. Mary’s Day Care
Guarderia Santa Maria

“OPEN HOUSE”
December 29
9 a.m.-1 p.m.

For more information (Para mas information):
Director: Barbara Gardner

972-986-3656 / 682-552-5633
625 N Story Rd Irving 75061

Ages 2 ½ - 5
Cra�s - Refreshments

◆ Threading  ◆ Waxing ◆ Facials
◆ Body Massage 
◆ Hair

ng W x ng ls
Massage Massage

(972) 869-1898
naturesglowsalonandspa.com 

8787 N. MacArthur Blvd. #107
Irving, TX 75063

Mon-Sat 10:30 a.m.-8 p.m.
Sun 10:30 a.m.-6 p.m.

Cut, Color,
Shampoo
& Blowdry

Eyebrow
threading Any Service

$25 and Up
One coupon per visit. 
Not to be combined 

with other offers. 
Expires 1-31-13.

One coupon per visit. 
Not to be combined 

with other offers. 
Expires 1-31-13.

One coupon per visit. 
Not to be combined 

with other offers. 
Expires 1-31-13.

$70
FREE $5

Off

By Amanda Casanova
The Irving City Council vot-

ed down adopting changes to the 
City’s ethics code, which hasn’t been 
amended since its adoption in 1994.

The Council voted 5-4 against 
the changes to the code, which ap-
plies to the Council, City staff, board 
and commission members, and 
City contractors and consultants. 
Council members Michael Gallaway, 
Roy Santoscoy, Dennis Webb, Joe 
Putnam and Rose Cannaday voted 

against. Mayor Beth Van Duyne and 
council members Brad LaMorgese, 
Thomas Spink and Gerald Farris 
voted for the adoption.

“We’ll have this then on our next 
agenda,” Van Duyne said after the 
vote. “We’re going to bring this back 
with minor adjustments.”

An ethics committee started 
work on updating the code in Decem-
ber 2011 and worked on the policy 
until May. 

The 29-page policy, up from 

the City’s current five-page policy, 
includes specific dos and don’ts, 
an enforcement section and ad-
dresses topics such as gifts, political 
campaigns and the registration of 
lobbyists.

The draft adds language stat-
ing those under the policy may “not 
engage in or facilitate any discrimina-
tory or harassing behavior” and also 
specifies that they may not “persuade 
or attempt to persuade any employee 
of the City to leave the employ of the 

The members of Daybreak Nurs-
ing and Rehabilitation Center got 
an early Christmas surprise as they 
were presented with stockings by 
the Irving Quilt Guild and Heritage 
Senior Center on Dec. 17. 

This is the second year the two 
agencies have partnered to bring 
some Christmas cheer to senior 
citizens. The Irving Quilt Guild sup-
plied the stockings, and the staff 
and Advisory Council of Heritage 
Senior Center filled them with fruit 
and candy. 

“So many people gave of them-
selves for this project. I wish everyone 
involved could have seen the plea-
sure those stockings brought,” Mar 
Harless, Senior Office Assistant at 
Heritage Senior Center said. Efforts 
like these are ongoing throughout the 
year, and both groups hope to build 
and improve on their donations.

Source: Irving Heritage Senior Center

Guild hosts holiday celebration
Members of the Irving Healthcare Foundation Guild recently gathered 

to celebrate at their annual holiday party. The guild, an organization whose 
purpose is to support the Irving Healthcare Foundation (IHF), capped off 
another great year by confirming a new slate of officers and enjoying a per-
formance by comedienne Sally Baskey.

The guild meets four times a year; members serve as community ambas-
sadors for IHF. Joy Goodrum serves as the guild’s newly re-elected president. 

“We have some fabulous ideas for events to host in 2013,” Goodrum said. 
“These events will be an equal blend of fun and education, and will hopefully 
raise awareness of the issues facing healthcare in Irving.”

Source: Irving Healthcare Foundation Guild

volatile world.
“We are responding to our soci-

ety and the issues we have seen with 
violence, bullying and the regretful 
incidents from (Newtown, CT)” event 
coordinator Ernesto Mendizadal 
said. “We want to be proactive. Our 
students should be able to respond 
positively when they are approached 
with any negative influences. 

“If families have issues, Irving 
ISD schools offer counseling, and we 
have family outreach programs. We 
have personnel who can collaborate 
with psychologists, psychiatrists and 
other medical professionals.

“Our staff has been thoroughly 
trained throughout the district, so 
students receive the same message 
from teachers, counselors, adminis-
trators and even our custodial staff. 
For instance, all of our personnel 
have been trained on what bullying 
is, what to look for and how to in-
tervene. Our students are also being 
taught about bullying, so they can be 
proactive. We are truly saying that 
our house is your house. 

“The school district has already 
put systems in place throughout 
to make sure we avoid incidences 
with discipline, drug abuse, physi-
cal abuse, fights in the community, 
and incidences students can get into 
inside the school as well as outside 

of the school. Our house is not only 
your house; our house is also our 
community. Strong families are the 
key for everything we do. If we can 
help empower our families, we can 
help create a stronger community. 
If we can have strong communities, 
we can have a strong nation, and we 
won’t see tragedies like the one we 
saw yesterday. 

“I haven’t heard of any other 
district that is putting something 
like this together. The district is col-
laborating with City officials and the 
Irving Police Department to bring 
awareness to our families. Based on 
the feedback we’ve received, parents 
appreciate that the district has put 
something like this together, espe-
cially before Christmas.” 

As a parent, Gabriella Rojas 
learned some valuable lessons about 
who she can trust during the sum-
mit. Her son Oscar served as her 
translator.

“These classes are helping her 
become more open to the world 
and speak with us about drugs and 
violence,” Oscar said. “She knows 
now that she can’t just blindly trust 
anyone. Even our closest friends can 
be predators as well. 

“She realizes that she needs to 
check our backpacks. She needs to 
know who our friends are, how they 
are and what they act like.” 

Other parents also learned some 
unsettling facts at the summit.

“I learned about places where 

kids will hide things that I would nev-
er have thought of,” Rebecca Gribble 
said. “I also learned about kids abus-
ing certain over-the-counter medi-
cations and household items that I 
would have never considered abused 
drugs. These are things that generally 
parents, like me, would just leave out 
and not think anything about.

“I also learned that when stu-
dents go to the Justice Center there 
is a holistic program. Students are 
offered health, physical, dental and 
other programs. There is a second 
chance program that helps the par-
ents as well. 

“One suggestion was that fami-
lies with discipline issues could have 
a boot camp in their own home rather 
than sending kids away to boot camp. 

“Personally, I plan on going 
home and checking my son’s room 
out. Now I have new ideas about 
where to look. I can also pay more at-
tention to what his friends wear and 
notice gang related attire. I trust my 
son. But you can only trust a teenager 
so much, because there is so much 
stuff out there. There are just too 
many opportunities for him to get 
into trouble. I’d rather be proactive, 
than be active after he is in trouble.” 

Voted down, the ethics code will come back around, and around, and around, and …
City or to become employed by any 
person or entity other than the City.”

Other specific additions include 
prohibiting employees or officials 
from accepting gifts valued at more 
than $50. An employee or official 
cannot accept more than $500 in 
gifts in a single year, according to 
the draft.

Also, the draft defines a “prohib-
ited financial interest” in a contract 
with the City if the employee or of-
ficial or a member of their immediate 
family directly or indirectly owns 10 
percent or more of the voting stock of 
the business or 10 percent of the fair 
market value of the business.

The draft also spells out the 
process for filing an ethics complaint 

with the City. 
But public criticism pointed 

to the length and complexity of the 
changes, while Council members 
against the changes said they were 
worried about people abusing the 
policy and falsely accusing Council 
members of ethics violations.

“The state of Texas has an ethics 
policy that if you’re an elected official 
you have to abide with,” Cannaday 
said. “With ours, it leaves it open 
for abuse. We can have frivolous 
complaints and whether you’ve done 
anything or not, it’s in the news, and 
it’s nothing. 

“That will deter anyone from 
running for Council,” she said. “It’s 
a setup.”

Groups spread Christmas joy in Irving

Courtesy Photo

Spreading joy one stocking at a time, Melanie Graham, Mary 
Lee Dzuck, Mae Harless and Douglas Sampson deliver gifts to 
members of Daybreak Nursing and Rehabilitation Center.

Summit
Continued from Page 1
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HOLY FAMILY OF NAZARETH CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Christmas Eve Masses
5:30 p.m. - Children’s Liturgy
7:30 p.m. and Midnight
Christmas Day Masses
8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.

2323 Cheyenne Street, Irving, 972-252-5521 
One block north of Hwy 183 and Esters Road 

www.HolyFamilyChurch.net 

Saturday, December 22 - 6:00pm
10th Annual Christmas Dinner Theater

“What a Story”

Sunday, December 30
One Service Only 10:45am

“Blessing of the Toys”

Thursday, December 20 - 7:00pm
Blue Christmas – A Service of
Remembrance and Hope

Christmas Eve Services
5:00pm – Family Service with Carols and an interactive Christmas Story

7:00pm Traditional Service of Communion and Candlelight
11:00pm – Traditional Service of Communion and Candlelight

3700 West Northgate Drive
Irving, TX 75062-3004
972--252--8519 – www.northgateumc.org

Sunday, December 23
One Service Only 10:45am
Cantata: “Joyful Sounds of the Season”

Merry Christmas!

Season’s 
  Greetings
Season’s 
  Greetings

Illustration by Gustave Dore 

Luke 2
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 

9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 
10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 

11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 
12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”  — New International Version

1714 N. Story Rd.
Irving, TX 75061
(972) 986-7729
www.plymouthpark.org

Sunday Morning
First hour worship & bible study — 9:15 AM

Second hour worship & bible study —10:30 AM

Kirkwood United Methodist Church
“Where God Continues To Do Something New”

9:00 a.m.  Servicio de Inspiracion en Espanol
9:30 a.m. Sunday School in English
 Children’s Church
10:30 a.m. Fellowship Time
11:00 a.m. Inspiration Service in English
 Escuela Dominical en Espanol
 Rotation Sunday School

Reverend
Preston W. Weaver

Senior Pastor
Reverend

Albano Tayengo
Associate Pastor

2232 W. Fi�h St. @ Story Rd.  |  Irving, TX 75060
972-254-4191  |  www.KirkwoodUMCIrving.org

SUNDAYS

1621 W. Grauwyler Road, Irving, Texas 75061
972-259-8744       www.ststephensirving.org

St. Stephen’s Presbyterian Church
Sunday Bible Classes 9:30 a.m./Sunday Worship 10:50 a.m.

Sunday, December 23
9:30 am: Service of Lessons & Carols

Christmas Eve Services
5 pm: Children’s Pageant & Holy Eucharist

9 pm: Holy Eucharist of the Nativity

Episcopal Church of the Redeemer
972-255-4171/redeemer-irving.org   
2700 Warren Circle Irving, TX 75062

Worship Center
114 West Grauwyler Rd., Irving

First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)

Invites You

December 24, 6:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve Worship

Come share Carols, Candles, Communion 

All who come will 
receive a handmade 

wooden cross 
to remind us that 

we are part of 
The Fellowship

of the Cross

No better place to be
on Sunday Night than

Irving FUMC

No better place to be
on Sunday Night than

Irving FUMC

■ Singing our gospel favories 
■ Praying for our nation & one other
■ Rebuilding our spiritual foundation
■ Sermon series on the Ten Commandments
by Rev. Sammy Hargrove 
■ Everyone welcome!

First United Methodist Church
Join us at 6:30 PM

Beginning January 6 
211 W. 3rd St., Irving, TX
Meeting in the chapel

972-253-3531 
www.fumcirving.org
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Season’s 
  Greetings
Season’s 
  Greetings

Illustration by Gustave Dore 

Luke 2
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 

9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 
10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 

11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 
12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”  — New International Version

1714 N. Story Rd.
Irving, TX 75061
(972) 986-7729
www.plymouthpark.org

Sunday Morning
First hour worship & bible study — 9:15 AM

Second hour worship & bible study —10:30 AM

Sunday Message Series 9:30 or 10:50 a.m.

Christ Encounters in the Gospels

1004 S. Story Rd. Irving, TX  75060
 972.790.3629     myoakview.org

Join us for our candlelight service as we celebrate the 
birth of Christ and take part in the Lord’s Supper.  

Christmas Eve  Service
4:30 & 6:00 p.m.

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Advent & Christmas Holiday Worship Schedule
■ Advent Vespers — December 5, 12 & 19 at 7 pm
■ Children’s Play “The Baby Born In A Stable”  
 December 16 at 9 am  
■ Christmas Eve at 7 pm   
■ Christmas  Day at 10 am
■ New Years Eve at 7 pm

2620 West Grauwyler Rd, Irving, TX 75061     www.gslcirving.com               

Calvary Chapel Irving 
“…teaching the bible verse by verse”

Sundays at 10:30 am.
1104 N. Beltline Rd. 

(IglesiaTabernaculo de Vida Building) 
Irving Texas, 75061  

Call us at (817)729-6687 
 visit us at www.calvaryirving.org.

“Wonder!”

WORSHIP

Belt Line Road 
Church of Christ
1202 N. Belt Line Rd.

Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:30 p.m.
972.790.8606 www.BeltLineChurch.com 

ChUrCh oF Christ

CAthoLiC

BAPtist

Holy Family of Nazareth
Catholic Church

One block north of Hwy 183 on Esters Rd.
Sat. 5:30pm, Sun. 8am, 10am, 12pm, 

5:30pm
972-252-5521

www.HolyFamilyChurch.net

New Beginnings Fellowship
1010 E. Shady Grove-Irving
972-579-1240-nbfirving.net

In Essentials-Unity
In Non-Essentials-Liberty

In All Things-Charity
Sunday Morning Service 10:30 a.m.

DisCiPLes oF Christ  

First Christian Church
114 West Grauwyler Rd. 75061

972-579-0911
Sunday School for all ages-9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship- 10:45 a.m.

Irving North Christian Church
2901 N. MacArthur Blvd.

972-255-8525
www.irvingnorthchristian.org
Sunday Services - 10:50 am
Christmas Eve Service - 6pm

Woodhaven Presbyterian Church
3650 North O’Connor Road

Irving, Texas 75062
www.woodhavenpres.org

Rev. Diane Baldwin 
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
972.541.0747

December 23 — 
Christmas According to Luke

Luke 1:26-38

PresBYteriAN UsA

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third, 75060

972-253-3531    www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall

Northgate
United Methodist Church

3700 West Northgate, 75062
972-252-8519     www.northgateumc.org
Worship Service 8:15 AM in the Dome

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:45 AM in the WAC 

at the rear of the complex

UNiteD MethoDist

To include your house of worship in the 
Worship Section listings, please email 

tammyp@irvingrambler.com or call 
(972) 870-1992. Fees apply.

SUN, DEC. 23 AT 6PM
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Irving ISD is one of 487 dis-
tricts across the country invited to 
participate in the AP STEM Access 
program, created to increase the 
number of traditionally underrep-
resented minority and female high 
school students who participate in 
Advanced Placement® courses in 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engi-
neering and Math) disciplines. 

A $5 million grant made from 
Google as part of their Global Impact 
Awards to DonorsChoose.org will 
make it possible for this program 
to invite Nimitz High School, Ma-
cArthur High School and Singley 
Academy to start new AP math and 
science courses and to encourage tra-
ditionally underrepresented minority 
(black/African American, Hispanic/
Latino and American Indian/Alaska 
Native) and female students who 
demonstrate strong academic poten-
tial to enroll and explore these areas 
of study and related careers. The AP 
Program offers willing and academi-
cally prepared high school students 
the opportunity to study at a college 
level, enabling them to develop the 
critical thinking skills necessary for 
college success.

“In Irving ISD we want to ensure 
that all of our students get the same 
opportunity to succeed,” Dr. Dana T. 
Bedden, Superintendent of Schools 
said. “In a diverse district like ours, 
this new program will encourage 
some students who may not have 
seen AP courses as an option to chal-
lenge themselves as they prepare for 

post-secondary education. All of our 
data indicates that students who take 
an AP course do better in college. We 
continue to expand our AP offer-
ings and to increase the number of 
students taking AP courses as part 
of our efforts to make more students 
college and career ready.”

These three schools will start the 
new AP STEM courses in fall 2013 
and will make a commitment to of-
fer new AP courses for a minimum 
of three years.

Source: Irving ISD

Gerald Edelman, M.D., Ph.D.

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 350, Irving, TX 75061

Accepts most Health Plans 
including Medicare 972-253-4245

Specialist in Oncology and Hematology
✦ Graduated from the University of Colorado School of Medicine
✦ Board Certified by the American Board of Internal Medicine 
with a subspecialty in Medical Oncology
✦ Principal Investigator at the Mary Crowley Medical Research Center
✦ Has served the Irving Community since 1991

Joins the Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving!

LOOKING FOR AN 
END-OF-YEAR DONATION THAT
DIRECTLY BENEFITS CHILDREN?
Please consider Family Promise of Irving, a non-profit 
program assisting homeless families with temporary shelter, 
finding them permanent housing and facilitating job searches.

Your contribution will be used for child care for those children 
who are not of school age, while the parents look for jobs in 
order to return to a stable life.

Thank you so much for your consideration in this holiday 
season.

LOOKING FOR AN 
END-OF-YEAR DONATION THAT
DIRECTLY BENEFITS CHILDREN?

Mailing address: PO Box 177516, Irving, TX 75017-7516
Sponsored by Plymouth Park Church of Christ

MEETINGS
7 a.m. Thursday mornings
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N.O'Connor Blvd
Irving, Texas 75062

IRVING SUNRISE 
ROTARY

Join us 
for great speakers 

every week!
We are always seeking 

new individuals who want 
to make a di�erence 
in their community.

 

August 9          Sandra Forster                         
Rotary District Governor

August 16        Billy D Hines                             
The History of NorthPark 

Center

August 23        The Margaret Hunt 
Hill Bridge and Dallas' Trinity 

River Project
August 30        TBA

�e Irving-Las Colinas Rotary 
Club meets every �ursday at 

Noon at the Las Colinas Country 
Club, and we welcome guests.  We 
are always seeking new individuals 
who want to make a di�erence in 

their community.

 

Nature's Glow Salon & Spa
8787 N MacArthur Blvd #107

Irving, TX 75063
972-869-1898 

We’d like to take this opportunity to wish you and yours
a holiday season that blooms with happiness and

good fortune. May each day be vibrant and full of life.
We’d also like thank you for nurturing our business

throughout the past year. Customers like you are at the
root of our success, and we greatly appreciate

your generous support.

have helped Santa figure out how 
to get all of those gifts to a network 
of secret distribution center around 
the world,” Randall said. “Santa and 
his reindeer fly into this distribution 
center. The sleigh is quickly loaded 
up, he flies back out, and in seconds, 
he has managed to resupply all of the 
different houses with gifts.”

The Senior and Community 
Center at Grapevine Springs will 
lower its age requirements and 
extend its hours of operation to ac-
commodate increasing use by the 
numbers of active adults who desire 
to use the facility. Located at 345 W. 
Bethel Road, the Senior and Com-
munity Center at Grapevine Springs 
will now provide programming for 
members ages 50 years and older.

Age requirements for member-
ship at the Senior and Community 
Center will change Jan. 2 from 55 
years of age down to 50 years. With 
more baby boomers retiring or near-
ing retirement, these active adults are 
discovering that the center offers a 
tremendous number of programs 
and activities designed for the older 
adult. 

Senior Center Manager, Laci 
McKinney says that lowering the age 
was necessary. 

“We are seeing more and more 
active adults come through the doors 
and use this facility,” McKinney said. 
“Many of them are still working and 
can’t use the facility until later in the 
day or the early evening. We want to 
meet their needs.” 

Director of parks and recreation, 
Brad Reid agreed, “The center is 
booming and we’ve had a number of 
request from community members 
that aren’t quite of age wanting to 
join under our current membership.”

The Coppell Senior and Com-
munity Center at Grapevine Springs 
efforts go beyond your typical pro-

gram offerings of flu shots and bingo. 
While bingo is still an important 
staple, today’s senior wants more and 
has the wherewithal to find it. 

“Some of the traditional classes 
you might find at many centers 
around the nation can be found here, 
like bingo, line dancing and low im-
pact aerobics,” McKinney said. “But 
our customers want more and we 
have a facility that can provide things 
like personal training, art classes and 
pool tournaments.” 

Facility amenities include a fit-
ness center, activity room, arts and 
crafts room, fully functional kitchen, 
multi-purpose room, game room, 
lounge with fireplace, computers, 
library and outside trails. A commons 
room provides an excellent setting for 
people to socialize or just enjoy the 
view of the park. The center also has 
rental space for birthday parties, and 
wedding or baby showers held out-
side the normal hours of operation.

“I think we will continue to 
see center attendance grow as baby 
boomers finally find a little time for 
themselves,” parks director Brad 
Reid said. “It’s only going to grow 

and this is a valued member of the 
community that we serve. We need 
to do this right.”

The Senior and Community 
Center at Grapevine Springs is lo-
cated at 345 W. Bethel Rd. Beginning 
Jan. 2 the new hours of operation are 
Monday and Wednesday, 9 a.m. to 8 
p.m., Tuesday and Thursday, 9 a.m. 
to 6 p.m., Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Saturday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Source: City of Coppell

Santa’s logistics
Continued from Page 1

Irving ISD invited to participate 
in AP STEM Access program

Courtesy Photo

Wrap it up
Lending a helping hand 

during the busy holiday sea-
son, members of the Off the 
Field, comprised of the wives 
of active and retired profes-
sional football players, wrap 
gifts that will go to 20 fami-
lies served by The Salvation 
Army. In total, 20 families 
in Dallas-Fort Worth will 
receive a combined $20,000 
in food and holiday gifts, 
including clothes, personal 
items, electronics, toys and 
basic essentials from Sam’s 
Club. Recipient families were 
pre-selected by The Salva-
tion Army. 

Coppell senior center expanding hours, age range
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Joyce Flippin
Joyce Flippin, of Irving, passed 

away Saturday, December 15, 2012. 
She was born September 22, 1946 in 

Wichita, Kan-
sas. She is pre-
ceded in death 
by her father 
George Riley, 
and husband 
Stanley R. Flip-
pin in 2011. Sur-
vivors include 

her daughter Kristi Boyett and hus-
band Tony of Whitehouse; mother 
Gerry Corry and her husband Kenneth 
of Irving; granddaughter Riley Boyett; 
sister Karen Robertson of Phoenix, 
Arizona; and nieces and nephews Tim, 
Tina, and Matthew. Funeral services 
were held at 9:30 AM Thursday, De-
cember 20, 2012 at Brown’s Memorial 
Chapel. Burial followed at 11:30 AM 
at DFW National Cemetery in Dallas. 
Memorial donations may be made to 
Susan G. Komen for the Cure, P.O. 
Box 650309, Dallas, TX 75265-0309. 

Joan Shetler Murphy
Joan Shetler Murphy, of Irving, 

passed away Thursday, Novem-
ber 29, 2012. 
She was born 
in Syracuse, 
New York in 
1930. She was 
a member of St. 
Luke’s Catho-
lic Church, the 
Altar Society, 

and the Silver Seniors. Joan was a 
charter member of the Irving Fire 
Fighters Ladies Auxiliary. She was 
preceded in death by her husband 
John (Tom) Murphy, son John Alfred 
Murphy, and brothers Robert Shetler 
and Edgar Shetler. Survivors include 
her 5 children; 14 grandchildren, 
and 9 great grandchildren. A Mass 
of Christian Burial was celebrated at 
10 AM Monday, December 3, 2012 at 
St. Luke’s Catholic Church in Irving. 
Burial followed at Oak Grove Memo-
rial Gardens in Irving. Arrangements 
made by Brown’s Memorial Funeral 
Home.

Juanita Grace Stevens
Juanita Grace Stevens, 101, of 

Irving passed away on Wednes-
day, December 12, 2012. Grace was 

born to Ruth 
Helen Bates-
Blanchard and 
Jacob Eugene 
Blanchard in 
G a i n s v i l l e , 
Texas, on July 
11, 1911, then 
moved to Den-

ton, Texas, where she grew up. After 
receiving a teaching certificate from 
Denton Women’s College and Teach-
ers College, Grace enjoyed a long 
career teaching children. Grace fell in 
love with the trees in Irving and moved 
her children there in 1944. She also 
had a great love of music and it was 
part of her life until the very end. Grace 
was preceded in death by her husband, 
Marvin Stevens, son, Billy Wayne Ste-
vens, and beloved sister, Ruby Coker. 
She is survived by her daughter-in-law 
Alma Lou Staniford, and children Lois 
Jackson, Marvin Eugene Stevens, and 
wife Margie, and John Michael Ste-

OBITUARIES
NotiCes

Arrangements by 
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home, 

972-254-4242
Ruby Faye Hayden, 84  

12/05/1928 – 12/12/2012
 Ross Cleveland, 81  
10/18/1931 – 1/12/2012
 Khristi Bryant, 41  
1/30/1971 – 12/16/2012

Emanuel “Dodge” Chilelli, 98  
6/14/1914 – 12/19/2012

 
Arrangements made by 

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home, 
972-579-1313

Barbara Ann Tumey, 75
November 1, 1937 – December 15, 2012
Barbara E. “Granny” Duke, 96
October 23, 1916 – December 16, 2012

Serving Irving families since 1963.

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com

◆ Local family owned
◆ Serving all faiths
◆ Preneed funeral plans
◆ Chapel seats over 250
◆ Out-of-town funerals
◆ Off-street parking

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas  75062

Though 
construction
on SH183 has 

relocated many 
other businesses, 

we are NOT 
moving.

“The Right Choice
for Over 54 Years.”

Director in Charge Gary Westerman

972-254-4242
www.brownmem.com 

Owned and Operated by
Jeanne Brown & The Brown Family 

Founder

Ben F. Brown

Continuing
The Tradition

Chism-Smith Funeral Home
& Cremation Service

403 South Britain
Irving, Texas

� Family owned and operated

chismsmithfuneralhome.com 972-259-7644

Preferred Lifelegacy Provider

Basic Direct Cremation
 $795

● Pre-Need plans from other funeral homes honored

Traditional Funeral Service 
includes: embalming, casket,

visitation and funeral. $3,995 

vens, and wife Sue; 18 grandchildren; 
44 great-grandchildren and 14 great-
great-grandchildren. Grace had a most 
Godly relationship with Christ Jesus 
our Savior and led her family in His 
ways. Funeral services will be held at 
10:00 AM Wednesday, December 26, 
2012, at Brown’s Memorial Chapel. 
Burial will follow at I.O.O.F. Cemetery 
in Denton. The family will receive 
friends 2 – 4 PM Sunday, December 
23, 2012, at the funeral home.

Jeane Elizabeth Suggs
What we have once enjoyed we 

can never lose.
All that we love deeply becomes 

a part of us.
— Helen Keller

Jeane Elizabeth Suggs was born 
on March 13, 1954 to Thaylia Jane 
Brown and Millard Oscar Suggs. She 

grew up in Dal-
las and later in 
Irving, Texas. 
She and her 
mother moved 
to Bedford, Tex-
as in 2005 to be 
closer to fam-
ily. Her father 

worked for DART and her mother was 
a Registered Nurse. Jeane graduated 
from Irving High School in 1972. She 
received her baccalaureate degree in 
nursing from Texas Woman’s Uni-
versity in 1976. She worked in the 
ER at Irving Community Hospital 
and later in emergent and critical 
care wherever her travels took her. 
Her professional career led her to 
the Ambulatory Endoscopy Clinic of 
Dallas where she worked for 14 years, 
retiring in 2009. She loved to travel. 
In her early years, she worked so that 
she could travel. Her first big trip was 
to Europe for 2 months. When her 
job would not give her the time off, 
there was no question but to resign. 
The Rocky Mountains incessantly 
called her name and this is where she 
loved to be. Howard Colorado was her 
rustic home in 1981, a quaint place on 
the Arkansas River where she visited 
frequently in the years to follow. As 
much as she loved traveling, her roots 
were deep in metropolitan Dallas. 
She and her mother, Toots, shared 
their home for 58 years. Miss Jeane 
loved the Dallas Stars. She was an 
avid fan and a season ticket holder for 
years until her health prevented her 
attendance. Jeane knew hockey like 
few people do, including history and 
current events. Ask her about hockey 
and she could tell you more than you 
wanted to know. A Stars game outside 
of Dallas was a good excuse for a trip to 
see them play. She collected so much 
Stars memorabilia that she dedicated 
a room in her home as the “Hockey 
Room”. She was a playful happy in-
dependent woman who made friends 
easily despite her wandering nature. 
To know Jeane was to love her. She 
had many loyal friends. She would 
smile and look you in the eye and say, 
“Make a wish. I’m a Jennie.  I can grant 
your wish”. And then she would laugh. 
Miss Jeane was an active member of 
the First Baptist Church in Irving. Her 
strong beliefs gave her comfort. When 
she was asked about her impending 
death, she would say:  “I do not fear 
death. I am a Christian. I know where 
I am going.” Jeane had breast cancer 
five years ago. With faith and hope, 

she endured the surgery, radiation 
and chemotherapy. The treatment 
physically re-sculptured her body 
and the chemo slowed her cognitive 
processes giving her “chemo brain”. 
Last summer, she learned that she had 
inoperable liver cancer that invaded 
her bones, belly and brain. Her dear 
friends and family helped her as much 
as her independent nature would let 
them. She died peacefully among fam-
ily and friends at her home in Bedford, 
Texas on the morning of her mother’s 
funeral, December 15, 2012. It was 
her wishes to be cremated and her 
ashes spread in the Rocky Mountains 
that she so dearly loved. Her parents 
and her brother, James David Suggs, 
preceded her in death. She is survived 
by her sister-in-law, Delores Suggs-
Marshall, her niece Tara Lawshe 
(Beau), and many nieces, nephews, 
cousins, friends and her two cats, Occi 
and Tot. A butterfly lights beside us 
like a sunbeam and for a moment it’s 
Glory and Beauty belong to our world, 
but then it flies again and though we 
wish it could have stayed We feel lucky 
to have seen it…. Author unknown

There will be a service to celebrate 
her life on Thursday, December 27, 
2012 at 3pm at First Baptist Church 
Chapel 403 South Main Street in 
Irving, TX with Tyler Shores and Pas-
tor John Durham officiating. In lieu of 
flowers, Jeane asked that you make a 
donation in her name to the charity of 
your choice. Arrangements are under 
the direction of Donnelly’s Colonial 
Funeral Home, 606 West Airport 
Freeway, Irving, TX 75062.

Jennifer Renee Watson
Jennifer Renee Watson was 

born September 8, 1980. Our beloved 
mother, inspiring older sister, pre-
cious daughter and cherished friend 

left us on De-
cember 14, 2012 
to be with our 
lord. Jennifer is 
survived by her 
son, Christo-
pher; daughter, 
Destini; hus-
band, Johnny; 

parents, Rene and Michelle Villarreal 
and Diane Watson; brother, Daniel 
and many, many more family and 
friends. Services and visitation will be 
held at Calvary Funeral Home at 624 
E. 2nd Street in Irving, TX. from 1 to 
3 p.m. on Saturday, December 22. In 
lieu of flowers, the family asks for do-
nations to be made to Calvary Funeral 
Home to assist with expenses and for 
her young children. 

By Jess Paniszczyn
Though they have gone to their 

eternal rest, regardless of the era 
or branch they served in, deceased 
military veterans were not forgotten 
this holiday season.

 In thousands of communities 
across the nation, people gathered 
to remember these honored dead by 
placing wreaths upon their places 
of rest. This beautiful tradition also 
serves to teach a new generation to 
be mindful of those who have come 
before them.

In Irving, the staffs of Aria, 

Brown’s Memorial, Calvary, Chism-
Smith, Donnelly’s Colonial, Mt. 
Carmel and Restland Coppell Chapel 
funeral homes joined with Oak Grove 
Memorial Gardens to welcome the 
public to the Wreaths Across America 
Project’s third annual event on Dec. 
15. 

Following a brief ceremony, fam-
ily and community members helped 
volunteers lay over 1,000 wreaths.

Representing Ennis Legion Post 
361, Michael Cook and Torry Robin-
son traveled to Irving to participate 
in the wreath laying. 

“I think it is great,” Cook said. “It 
would be cool if we could get some 
of the cemeteries nearer to Ennis to 
participate in this event too, because 
this Wreaths Across America is pretty 
much the closest one around us. I 
love doing this. I think it’s fun.”

“We were walking around to 
make sure the graves that just have 
emblems didn’t get missed,” Robin-
son said. 

“There are a lot of graves with 
just an emblem, so you kind of need 
to know what the military emblems 
from WWI all the way up look like.” 

Deceased military personnel remembered this holiday season with wreaths

Photos by John Starkey

Wreaths decorate the graves of former military personnel.

Remembering the honored dead at Christmas, Tory Robinson, 
Liam Cook and Michael Cook search the markers carefully to 
make sure no veteran is overlooked.
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CLUBS
American Legion Post #218

Heritage Park Building
215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions
   call 469-621-7878

Buttons & Bows Square 
& Round Dance Club 

1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 
Senter Park East 
228 Chamberlain

Circle I - Square 
& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

Friends of The Irving Theater
Second Tuesday at Joe’s Coffee Shop.

7 p.m. to eat/casual meeting at 7:30 p.m.

Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thurday of the month 

7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
Thursday at 11:30am

Los Lupes
3644 Irving Mall

 Irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Genealogical Society
 meets the third Monday of each month 

in the main auditorium of the 
Irving Public Library. 

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Los Lupes
In the Irving Mall 

Irving Republican
Women’s Club

Meets the second Monday of 
each month (except July) at 7pm

IHOP Restaurant
Hwy 635 @ MacArthur

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

2nd Friday, 10am
First Christian Church
210 East Sixth Street

Irving Rotary Club
Thursdays at 12 pm

Las Colinas Country Club
ndugger@irvingisd.net

Irving Sunrise Rotary
Thursday at 7 am

Las Colinas Country Club
4400 N. O”Connor Rd.

Metroplex Glass Club
Third Tues. each month 7-9 p.m.

Irving Garden & Arts Bldg.
For more info call 972-986-2990

The Optimist Club of Irving
1st Wednesday at 6:30 P.M. and 

3rd Tuesday at 11:30 a.m.
Meet at Googly Eyes 
2413 W. Airport Frwy.

Saturday Singles
Lunch Bunch 

1st & 3rd Saturdays 
972-254-3525

Single Moms Care & Support 
of Irving

2nd and 4th Fridays of each month
6:30 - 8:00 p.m. at the Irving YMCA 

(corner of Irving Blvd. and Story Road)
Free meal! Encouraging meeting! 

Kids welcome!

TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Dwelling Place
1126 Hilltop Drive

Yellow Rose AMBUCS
Wednesday’s at 6:00pm

IHOP Restaurant- Beltline Rd.
1801 N. Beltline Rd.

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd

 Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd

Widowed Persons Service 
Saturday Morning 8:30am
IHOP Restaurant-Beltline

1801 N. Beltline Rd.

Put a Paw print in your heart
and a best friend at home!
The precious pets at the DFW Humane Society would like to 
bring a lifetime of love and happiness into your home!!

4140 Valley View Ln.
Irving, Texas 75038

972-721-7788
www.dfwhumane.com

OPEN:
Tuesday - Friday

11am-6pm
Saturday 10am – 5pm

Come adopt a new family member today!
If you can’t adopt, please donate!

Dog- Ranger
Hi there! I'm 
Ranger 
because I 
was found 
roaming 
bravely in 
Texas just 
like the 
Texas 
Rangers. I'm 
about 11 
months old 
and I'm a 
terrier mix. I was rescued because I 
had an accident and needed to get 
emergency leg surgery. The sweet 
people at the Humane Society have 
taken care of me and the vet says I'm 
ready to be adopted. Please come 
visit me at the Humane Society! I 
would love to have a new home for 
the holidays.

Hi! My name is 
Sophie. I am a 3 
year old small, 
black, spayed 
female. I have the 
cutest white spot 
on my chest. I 
am a wonderful 
cat, if I can say 
so. I love people 
and kids, but I 
would rather live 
in a home with 
other dogs and not cats. I promise you 
will not be sorry when you come visit and 
decide to take me home with you. Please 
come by soon and you will find out that 
black cats can bring you alot of luck.

1. ANIMAL KINGDOM: 
What is a formicary?
2. ASTRONOMY: Which 
planet has two moons called 
Titania and Oberon?
3. GAMES: What is the color 
of St. James Place in the game 
“Monopoly”?
4. LANGUAGE: What does 
the Greek word “platypus” 
mean?

5. MEDICINE: What is a 
more common name for the 
condition called odontalgia?
6. GEOGRAPHY: The island 
nation of Madagascar lies off 
the coast of which continent?
7. INVENTIONS: Who in-
vented the modern ballpoint 
pen?
8. MEASUREMENTS: How 
many gallons are contained 
in a firkin?
9. MYTHOLOGY: Who was 
the daughter of King Minos 
who helped Theseus to escape 
from the Labyrinth?
10. MOVIES: What was the 

name of the women’s baseball 
team in “A League of Their 
Own”?
Answers
1. The scientific name for an 
anthill
2. Uranus
3. Orange
4. Flat-footed
5. A toothache
6. Africa
7. Laszlo Biro
8. 9 gallons
9. Ariadne
10. Rockford Peaches

• Albert Einstein offered 
this explanation of relativity: 
“Put your hand on a hot stove 
for a minute and it seems like 
an hour. Sit with a pretty girl 
for an hour and it seems like 
a minute. That’s relativity.”

• In Singapore, one of the 
colorful customs is training 
birds for singing competi-
tions. It’s not always just a 
hobby, though; for some, it’s 

a serious -- and costly -- busi-
ness. A single well-trained 
bird might sell for as much 
as $60,000. 

• If you’re an oenophile 
-- an aficionado of wine -- you 
probably won’t be surprised 
to learn that as the cost of 
a wine goes up, so does a 
drinker’s appreciation of that 
wine. It seems that it’s not 
all about the quality of the 
vintage, though: In a recent 
study, tasters were offered 
two samples of the same 
wine, but each sample was 
labeled with a different price. 

The tasters overwhelmingly 
preferred the more expensive 
vintage.

• Only one-fifth of homes 
in America are not air-con-
ditioned. In the sweltering 
South, a mere 5 percent lack 
that vital amenity. 

• Those who study such 
things say that the wind pow-
er in an average hurricane is 
equivalent to 1.5 trillion watts. 
That’s the same amount of 
power that is generated by 
fully half of the entire world’s 
generating capacity.

(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

FUN & GAMES
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By Sissy Courtney
Physical fighting, name-calling, 

threats, power struggles, competi-
tion, manipulation, secrets, rumors, 
and ostracizing – sounds like an 
episode of The Real Housewives of 
New Jersey, but instead it was the 
topic of girl against girl crime and 
how to dispel it.

“Every single female has en-
countered an experience in which 
they become aggressors or victims of 
girl-against-girl crime,” said Lauren 
Parsekian, 22, one of the co-founders 
of Kind Campaign. Lauren and her 
best friend, videographer Molly 
Thompson, also 22, started the non-
profit program four years ago. The 
pair talked to middle and high school 
girls and their mothers in the Coppell 
High School auditorium Nov. 19.

Four years ago, Lauren and 
Molly traveled across America in a 
mini-van with their mothers to inter-
view hundreds of females about the 
“mean girl” phenomenon. The girls 
combined their experiences and pas-
sion to uncover the truth within the 
world of girls. They said they learned 
about themselves, females, the truth 
behind the issue and our culture’s 
influence. 

Kind Campaign is an inter-
nationally recognized movement, 
documentary and school program 
based upon the powerful belief in 
KINDness that brings awareness and 
healing to the negative and lasting ef-
fects of girl-against-girl crime.

What they discovered is that 
mean girls have been here forever. 
Controversial girls and queen bees 
have been here forever. The Greeks 
were writing about Helen of Troy 
who started a war with her beauty. 
Everybody’s been fascinated with 
being that kind of character in life.

“It’s clearly not a new phenom-
enon; it’s been going on for genera-
tions, but the scope and intensity is 
greater now than ever before,” Lau-
ren said. “Why are we accepting this 
as our so-called rite of passage? Girls 
today see 30,000 more commercials 
and images in advertising a day than 
our mothers did, everything from 
billboards, to commercials on the 
internet, to messages we wear on 
our clothing, and the images that 
come through our mobile devices, 
and magazines. Media is such an 
ingrained part of this world. 

“Ten or 15 minutes of a young 
girl’s looking through a magazine 
decreases her score on a self-esteem 
measurement,” Lauren said. “TV 
shows and movies glorify violence 
against women, and portray women 
pitted against women for love, for 
success, for money, for beauty. Ev-
ery message out there tells women, 
‘You’re not okay where you are; you 
have to fight that other girl or woman 
to get where you want to be, and you 
can’t trust women.’ That is a recipe 
for disaster. 

“With cell phone, text messages, 
blogs, twitter, My Space, and You 
Tube, it’s increasingly easy to say 
whatever, whenever we want with 
no face attached. (We can do that) 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. These 
new forms of communication have 
created a new world of cyber bully-
ing, a world created and controlled by 
our fingertips – a world dominated 
by girls. There are messages on My 
Space against girls our age by girls 
our age.”

According to the National Crime 
Prevention Council, cyber bullying is 
the biggest threat kids face, especially 
girls. It is through the speed of tech-
nology that the speed and the scope 
of girl against girl crimes have grown 
so large. 

“Girls are now doing cyber bul-

lying, going to the Internet to post 
videos of some of their physical 
fights,” Dr. Phil said in the Kindness 
Campaign documentary shown at 
the assembly. 

A Florida girl was beat up by 
other girls and the video posted on 
You Tube. The girls who did it were 
convicted and face up to a year of 
detention. The girls said they did it 
because of the victim’s trash talking. 

Authorities decided not to file 
charges in the Internet hoax that 
caused a teenage girl to commit 
suicide.

The file note read, “This world 
would be a better place without you.”

A short time later, the girl hung 
herself. 

“Girls view the world in a 2D 
format,” said a therapist interviewed 
for the documentary. “They don’t go 
out and play; they sit and text. They 
do not have to look into one another 
eyes, they do not have to feel respon-
sible for another person’s feelings, 
and they do not have to deny their 
feelings, because they are just looking 
at you through a screen.”

She said good questions for girls 
or women who are bullies would be:

Why?
Are you aware of the conse-

quences?
What happened to you? 
What did you go through (with 

the presumption being that we bully 
because we’ve been bullied)? 

“Why can’t girls get along?” a 
young woman in the documentary 
asked. “We can be the meanest crea-
tures to one another.” 

“We all want to be liked,” Lau-
ren said. “It’s already hard enough 
to accept ourselves for who we are, 
let alone accept the perceptions and 
judgments that other girls have of us. 
Over the years, the vicious ways in 
which females treat each other have 
become societal norms, with various 
media outlets that mock and even 
glamorize the issue. What we often 
choose to ignore is the fact that these 
experiences very often lead to de-
pression, anxiety, loss of self-worth, 
eating disorders, drug abuse, alcohol-
ism, attempted suicide and actual 
suicide in millions of girls’ lives.

“Finding a way to stop girl-
against-girl crime from happening is 
something that has been on my heart 
since I was twelve years old. For me, 
the hardest time was middle school, 
when a group of my girlfriends 
turned on me. I can still vividly recall 
every torturous experience they put 

me through throughout seventh and 
eighth grades. 

“I think the most important part 
of my story is how those experiences 
affected me as a young girl. I became 
scared to go to school, my grades 
started to drop. I was scared to an-
swer the phone, and finding places 
to hide on campus became a daily 
routine. Through this time, I battled 
depression and got to the point where 
I tried to take my own life in seventh 
grade. I know first-hand how much it 
hurts to be called names, to be threat-
ened and to feel like you are all alone.

“I promise you it gets better and 
I am so thankful that I am here today, 
able to tell you that and to do the work 
that we do,” Lauren said. “I know it’s 
extremely hard to be a girl. It’s hard 
for all of us. However, I have confi-
dence that through Kind Campaign, 
we will all come together to create a 
community and an awareness that 
will change this problem.

“I wouldn’t take back a second 
of my middle school experience 
because it led us here in relationship 

and conversation with each other 
and amazing girls all over the coun-
try. There’s no definite reason why 
these things happen. You can blame 
media, society, parents, gender rules, 
technology, the school system, but it’s 
not about that, although they do pay 
a huge role. 

“The solution is simple: It’s us. 
It’s you and it’s me and it’s the way we 
consider how to treat other females – 
other people,” Lauren said.

How to change
Consider what others might be 

going through.
Apologize for things you’ve 

said or done, even if it happened 30 
years ago. 

Talk to your friends about the 
issues you’ve had with them. 

Be happy with who you are. 
Stick up for the kid being bullied 

in class. 
If you don’t have anything nice 

to say, just don’t say anything or find 
something nice to say. 

“The kids that are out there hurt-
ing others are hurting themselves on 

an emotional level,” one mother said. 
“We need to be helping each other, 
not tearing each other down.”

Another therapist in the docu-
mentary said, “Everybody is insecure. 
Even the pretty girls are insecure. It’s 
tough to be at the top too because 
you’re always worried about being 
dethroned. We’re all struggling for 
the same thing. I find acceptance 
in the fact that you’re seeking it too. 
We may not all be beautiful, we may 
not all be smart, we may not all be 
talented, but we can all be kind.”

“We need to just lean on each 
other,” Lauren said. “Be kind.”
Information from www.kindcampaign.com 
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East Buffet
Fresh salads, fruits, America’s favorite
Chinese food, cocktail shrimp, soup, 
dessert, ice cream...

• Party Room For Up To 100 People
• Senior Discount 10%
• FREE Birthday Buffet!
      (Valid only on birthdate with one or more guests present.)

Drive 5 minutes...  Get fresh food every day!
4023 West Airport Frwy • Irving
972-659-8999 • fax 972-659-8933

Irving Rambler

Reader’s
Choice

2012
FAVORITE!

We hope you’re able to 
dash away from your 

hectic workload and enjoy 
a happy holiday 

with the ones you love! 
Merry Christmas

IRVING MASSAGE THERAPY
3325 W. Rochelle Rd., 

Irving Tx 75062
972-256-3565

irvingmassage.com

Kindness Campaign

Movement brings awareness, healing to effects of girl-against-girl crime
Following the Kind 
Campaign assembly 
at Coppell HS, girls 
write messages 
or just sign their 
names pledging to 
be kind to everyone, 
especially other 
girls. 

Lauren Parsekian 
and Molly 
Thompson (below)
travel the nation 
talking to girls of all 
ages in an effort to 
overcome the “mean 
girl” phenomenon. 

Photos by Sissy Courtney
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Link Auto Service
Domestic & Asian Vehicle Specialist

 ◆ Since 1981
 ◆ Locally Owned & Operated
◆ ASE Master Certified Technician

Our services are listed 
on our newly designed website: 
www.Linkautoservice.com
or call 972-790-8208
313 North Belt Line Rd.
Irving, TX 75061

Lube & Car   Care Center Beltline in Irving •

Experienced Mechanic on staff 
at a price you can afford
❑ Brakes  ❑ Tune ups  
❑ Complete AC Repair and more!

We don’t just maintain your car, we can fix it too!

972-261-4500
www.KwikKarofIrving.com

2960 North Beltline Rd
at Rochelle

Open 7 days a week

2012

Reader’s
Choice

Irving
Rambler’s

FAVORITE

$5OFF

Full service 
Oil Change

With this coupon

All Makes and Models
Collision Repair &

Refinishing Specialists

972-438-8525404 Mavis, Irving Texas 75061

GUARANTEED WORKMANSHIP
INSURANCE CLAIMS WELCOMED

AIRPORT FRWY (183)

PIONEER

RAILROAD

MAVIS

IRVING BLVD.
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Visalakshi Rao Vallury, M.D., Ph.D.

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Specializing in Family Practice
✦ University of Illinois College of Medicine 
James Scholar Program for Independent Study

✦ Mt. Sinai Family Practice Residency of Chicago, Illinois
Department of Family Medicine and Community Health

✦ Board Certified, American Academy of Family Physicians

✦ Fluent in English and Telugu

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Suite 325 Irving TX 75061

972-253-4343Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 

CLEAR INTERNET

www.GoodbyeToContracts.com
4070 N Beltline Rd #152, Irving, TX 75038

817.522.1007
Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.-7 p.m.

■ No Contracts
■ No Credit Checks
■ No Deposits
■ No Lease Fees 
■ No Early Termination Fees

Home of the 
NO CONTRACT SERVICE

Unlock
Savings
Today!!

Internet/Electricity/Mobile Phone
Unlocked Android Smartphones

Android Tablets

or invest it in the volatile stock market?  Well YOU are in LUCK!

Paul R. Lowe and Grandsons

TRIMARK FINANCIAL
Serving North Texans for over 3+ decades

CD or IRA coming due this month?

1303W Beltline Rd #201 Carrollton Texas 75006 (Located inside the Office Resource Group building)972.669.0175

What are you going to do... 
put it back in the Bank at 1.2%... 

We have

Call for
complete details.

3.10%5-Year
CD/Annuity Rate

You have an
Opportunity 
to lock in this 
Great Guaranteed
% Rate!

By Sissy Courtney
“Long division.”
“Lattice multiplication.”
“Break apart.”
“Estimating.”
Those are just a few math strate-

gies fourth grade students at Valley 
Ranch Elementary predicted they 
would use to complete their latest 
Problem Based Learning (PBL) 
assignment in Math. This holiday 
season, the math classes adopted 
four families in need.

Students planned what to buy 
for each family based on lists pro-
vided of the families’ wants and 
needs, and local businesses and 
organizations provided funds for 
the students to spend on the project. 
They shopped online to find the 
stores that had the best deals and 
checked newspapers for coupons. 
Then, they went shopping.

“We were able to get all (the four 
families’) wants and needs, plus a 
bonus gift card,” said Nadya Gulam.

Through Internet links teachers 
provided on classroom computers, 
students did their initial shopping 
online but went to the stores to pur-
chase items.

“We tried to choose stores that 
fit the items we needed the best, 
stores like Target and Wal-Mart 
that have pretty much everything 
and then places for clothes to fit (the 
families’) wants and needs,” fourth 
grade math teacher Parrish Nolan 
said while on a shopping trip to Vista 
Ridge Mall in Lewisville. “Today, 

we’re going to JC Penney’s, Macy’s, 
Bath and Body Works, and Justice.”

At Macy’s, the students had 
a 20-percent-off coupon for their 
items. 

“(The students) went through 
and found the prices and printed 
out pictures, so they could go find 
the exact same outfit or item that 
they were looking for,” Gulam said. 
“We divided the money we had by 
the number of individuals and were 
able to spend $87 per person. We 
thought that would be the fair way 
since some families had two mem-
bers and some had five. And then we 
realized we were going to have to pay 
what, kids?”

“Tax,” the students said in uni-
son.

“Since they have to keep money 
aside for tax, they calculated the 
money for that, Gulam said.

“We used calculators,” student 
Jenell Van Luvan said. She had they 
had to multiply using a decimal. 

Janell’s dad, Jesse, went shop-
ping with the teachers and fourth 
graders.

“The PBL itself is just amazing, 
and then to put a project like this 
together is just fantastic,” Van Luvan 
said. “There is nothing I want more 
than for my kids to learn how to 
problem solve, and to do it and help 
others at the same time is absolutely 
wonderful. That’s something we try 
to instill in our children. Giving back 
is huge to our family, especially this 
time of year.”

“I think it’s cool that we get to 
help people that aren’t as fortunate 
as us,” Jenell said. “It was fun looking 
online for the presents. We looked 
for shoes, pajamas, a board game, 
candles and other things like that.”

While shopping, students com-
pared prices and quality of items and 
learned to use the Price Check station 
in the stores to verify an item’s price. 
Before paying for items, they esti-
mated how much the item would cost 
and how much money they would 
need to give the cashier. 

“We round by either the nearest 
10 or 100,” Max MacRae said. “(For 
rounding money) we would usually 
round by tens.” 

Trey Pearson jumped in to help 
Max. “If it’s five or above, you round 
it up,” Trey said. “If it’s four or below, 
you round it down.”

“Five or more, you raise the 
score; five or less, you let it rest,” their 
teacher, Ms. Gulam said.

Their end product will be a 
SmartBoard presentation of the 
budget for each person in the family 
along with how much they spent and 
what they purchased with pictures 
of the items inserted into the Smart-
Board presentation.

“I think it’s really fun for a kid 
to learn to budget and use a spread 
sheet,” said fourth grader Kevin 
Ly. “And it’s good and kind to help 
others.”

The families were referred by 
Irving Bible Church. Donors for the 
project were Gold’s Gym in Valley 

should have known better. I should 
have known better. At this point, 
we’ve learned something, and it’s 
not constructive that we all point 
fingers.”

The City Council voted 7-2 to pay 
Dean. City Council members Michael 
Gallaway, Roy Santoscoy, Dennis 
Webb, Joe Putnam, Rose Cannaday, 
Farris and Thomas Spink voted in 
favor. Only Councilmember Brad 
LaMorgese and Mayor Beth Van 
Duyne voted against.

Discussion about Dean’s pay-
ment elevated when Van Duyne 
asked Dean for a specific account of 
the invoice. 

“I don’t see a whole lot of specif-
ics on (this invoice),” Van Duyne said. 
“I’m looking for accomplishments. 
It’s a tremendous amount of money. 
I’m asking for three months, what has 
been accomplished?”

Talk intensified until Council-
man Gallaway called for the question, 
a council procedure that would end 
discussion and require an immediate 
vote on the issue. The motion to call 
for the question failed, however, and 
questioning continued.

Dean listed a range of meetings, 
including some in Washington, D.C., 
and others with Texas Department 

of Transportation officials, DART 
representatives and others in prepa-
ration of the Annual Transportation 
Summit. 

“Our history is rich and robust 
together and complete with many, 
many, many accomplishments,” 
Dean told the Council.

Dean International, Inc. has 
worked for the City for about 15 
years and has provided services 
for acquisition and development of 
water resources and development 
of transportation and organizing the 
Transportation Summit.

“I think you should be paid in 
full,” Cannaday said. “Over the past 
15 years, his work has generated over 
$2 billion in transportation dollars 
that we weren’t getting before.”

The City Council also voted to 
extend Dean’s consulting contracts 
for transportation and water. The 
transportation contract is about 
$394,000 and will be paid from the 
general fund and the water contract, 
about $63,000, will be paid from 
the water resource department fund.

Both motions passed 6-3. Van 
Duyne, Farris and LaMorgese voted 
against extending both contracts, 
instead pushing for the City to go 
out for a request for proposals for 
the work.

“The competition process is very 
critical without diminishing or com-
promising our position in transporta-

tion and water,” Farris said.
But Webb said the Council had 

missed an opportunity and needed to 
learn a lesson.

“I’ve been confused about a lot 
of things and I’m not afraid to say 
it,” Webb said. “This is where all the 
confusion comes from, and I feel 
sorry for staff. They get caught in the 
middle of trying to please everybody 
and stay out of hot water.

“Like my mom used to say, ‘if 
you don’t lay the foundation right, 
the house is going to fall.’ We didn’t 
lay this foundation right.”

Consultant
Continued from Page 1

maKing Change

Math students combine problem-solving skills with philanthropy this holiday

Fourth grade 
students from 
Valley Ranch 

Elementary 
practice 

their math 
skills while 
purchasing 

gifts for four 
families in 

need. Local 
businesses and 

organizations 
funded the 

Problem Based 
Learning 

project.

Photos by 
Sissy Courtney

Ranch, Las Colinas Federal Credit 
Union, Irving Chamber of Commerce, 

Ray Gulam with Mortgages USA, and 
Volunteers of America.


