
“Irving’s weekly community newspaper”www.irvingrambler.com March 14, 2009

Annika Sorenstam
holds golf clinic
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During the Big Brothers Big Sisters (BBBS) unveiling of the T. Boone Pickens Mentoring Hall of Fame
in the BBBS Irving  headquarters, Mr. Pickens (center lft) joins Charles Pierson, CEO of BBBS (center
rt) and other dignitaries for the official ribbon cutting.

Big Brothers Big Sisters un-
veiled the T. Boone Pickens
Mentoring Hall of Fame and recruit-
ment center on March 12 at the Irv-
ing headquarters of the nation’s
largest Big Brothers Big Sisters
(BBBS) agency. The facility high-
lights the stories of people who

“Candidates who want to run
for a City Council Place must have
49 signatures. Mr. Ayanbule and
Mr. Van Slyke each have 49. I have
to go back and double check the
signatures myself when they are
that close.

“By election code, you have
five days to certify the candidates
if there is no petition. The City of
Irving requires a petition, so it is as
soon as reasonable. Of course I
want to do it as soon as possible. I
think they will be certified.

“The petition is unique to Irv-
ing. It is required by our Charter.
The number of signatures poten-
tial candidates must have is based
on one half of one percent of the
voters who voted in the last May-
oral race. The people who sign the
petition must be registered voters
in Irving.

“You always err on the side of
allowing someone to run, not in
keeping them off the ballot. You
want candidates to run,” she said.

Prior to each election lots are
drawn at random to determine each
candidates place on the ballot.

“We had the drawing for place
on ballot Tuesday evening. Mona
Wyatt of the League of Women
Voters drew. She drew Mr.
Ayanbule for first, Mr. Stopfer sec-
ond. In Place 8, she drew Mr.
Philipp first and Mr. Van Slyke sec-
ond. We are not having anything
but Council member candidates in
this election.

“If we did not have opponents,
we could cancel the election. I un-
derstand the Irving ISD School
Board may cancel their election.
The estimated cost for the election
was $20,000, but if Irving ISD can-
cels their election that amount will
go up. We share polling locations
and early voting locations with Irv-
ing ISD. If they pull out of the elec-
tion, then the City’s costs are go-
ing to go up probably to around
$30,000.

have been positively affected by
mentoring, including successful
business people like Mr. Pickens
and Ebby Halliday.

The Hall of Fame allows pro-
spective mentors to use an inter-
active technology to find
mentoring opportunities in their

T. Boone Pickens Mentoring
Hall of Fame unveiled

By Jess Paniszczyn
Two City Council Places will

be determined through Irving’s
General Election on May 9. Coun-
cilman Rick Stopfer will run against
Bola Ayanbule for Place 6. Coun-
cilman Joe Philipp is being chal-
lenged by Don Van Slyke for Place
8. Councilman Lewis Patrick is also
up for reelection, but he is unop-
posed. There are no other issues
or propositions on the May 9 bal-
lot.

“The cut off for filing was
Monday, March 9 at 5:00 p.m.,”
Janice Carroll, the City Secretary
said. “Mr. Van Slyke barely got all
of his stuff done. He filed Monday
at 4:57 p.m. Mr. Ayanbule filed on
Monday after 3:30 p.m.

General Election will decideGeneral Election will decideGeneral Election will decideGeneral Election will decideGeneral Election will decide
City Council Place 6 and 8City Council Place 6 and 8City Council Place 6 and 8City Council Place 6 and 8City Council Place 6 and 8

area and to sign up for BBBS.
“For some, the concept of

mentoring can be difficult to un-
derstand,” Charles Pierson, CEO of
BBBS said. “Mentoring is so much
more than a single act of kindness.
It is about a life of kindness. While
mentoring can certainly take place
at an event or a given activity,
events and activities are simply the
catalysts for change. Substantive

and sustainable life change as we
all know happens through caring
relationships and friendships.
Mentoring occurs everyday al-
though often unseen and unno-
ticed. It is the unsung heroes like
Annie Sullivan who make champi-
ons like Helen Keller come to light.

“Our vision and hope was to
create a fun and interactive space
that would help us all appreciate

the history mentoring has had on
the building of America into the
great land that it is today. We
wanted to create a space that
would help us convey the impor-
tance that mentoring will have on
how our children continue to grow
up in America tomorrow and in the
future,” he said.

By Jess Paniszczyn
Fantasy author, Richelle Mead,

spoke with fans about her books
and signed autographs at the Val-
ley Ranch Library on March 7. Ms.
Mead is the author of three series,
the Vampire Academy series, the
Georgina Kincaid series and the
Dark Swan series.

“I emailed quite a few authors
in different genres and invited them
to speak at the library,” Jennifer
Shelly a senior librarian said. “One
thing I have learned about urban
fantasy authors is they are the nic-
est people. I have been rejected by
several romance and mystery au-
thors. But I have only had one re-
fusal from an urban fantasy author.

“I am a fan of Ms. Mead’s, and
she was one of the authors I con-
tacted. She quickly responded and
her rates were extremely reason-
able.

“When the readers meet the
authors, I think they really get a

Vampire Academy author
visits Valley Ranch Library

closer connection with what they
are reading. People who have
never read her books or who have
only read one series might discover
they are interested in reading more
of her works. It also draws a lot of
attention to the library. We have a
lot of new people signing up for
library cards, because they didn’t
come here before we had a large
event like this. They decide they
want to come here again, check out
books and learn about other events
at our library. It is good publicity
for us. It is also good publicity for
the author. And it is great for the
fans.”

Among the many topics in-
cluding her upcoming books, Ms.
Mead shared the story about how
she first became a writer.

“Vampire Academy is geared
towards teens, but everybody
reads it,” Ms. Mead said. “I read a
lot of teen stuff myself. I wish there
had been all that stuff when I was

younger. All we had was Little
House on the Prairie series, which
were great books. But there was
nothing else.

“I was always a really big
reader growing up. I have found
most writers are. I think if you are
reading a lot, you kind of get your
imagination going. You always
have stories in your head. I think
people reach a point where they
want to start writing their own sto-
ries. I was like that from a very early
age. My parents had a business in
our home, so I used to steal my par-
ents’ letter head. I would fold it in
half and staple it, then I would have
a book. I would draw and create
picture books. They were always
fantastic. I would have unicorns,
fairies and things like that.

“My very first publication was
when I was nine years old. I used
to get a magazine called Child Life.

See LOCAL, Page 2

See MENTORING, Page 5

See AUTHOR, Page 7
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
March 14 at 8am
Hamfest - The Irving Amateur Ra-
dio Club Inc. will host the 7th An-
nual Hamfest at Betcha Bingo, 2420
Irving Blvd. at Story, Irving at 8 a.m.
Go to www.irvingarc.org for map
and more information or Contact
Coleta M. Taylor  KD5QFH, 972-
579-9089, coleta.mt@verizon.net.

March 14 from 10am to 2pm
Community Fest - Enjoy a free day
of fun at Community Fest from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. at Senter Park Recre-
ation Center, 901 S. Senter Road. A
variety of food, games, entertain-
ment and children’s activities will
be provided. Informational booths
from various city departments also
will be available where attendees
can inquire about city services. For
more information, call 972-721-2641.

March 14 at 2:30pm
Yoga for Kids - The Northwest
Branch Public Library, 2928 North
Beltline Road, is hosting “Yoga for
Kids” at 2:30 p.m., the Children’s
Programming Room. Children will
enjoy learning and doing
beginner’s yoga with Miss J’Ann.
No registration is required. Free, for
all ages. Children under age 8

should be accompanied by a guard-
ian. For more information, call the
Northwest Branch Library at 972-
721-2691or check the library
website at www.cityofirving.org/li-
brary.

March 14  at 8pm
Musique Classique - Las Colinas
Symphony Orchestra is joined by
Howard Hilliard, performing Rich-
ard Strauss’s Horn Concerto No. 1
in the Carpenter Performance Hall
at 8 p.m. $15-45, 972-252-2787 or
www.irvingartscenter.com for tick-
ets.

March 16 at 7:00pm
Irving Genealogical Society - Ever
wondered about your ancestors? 
Where did they come from?  What
was their occupation? What drew
them westward? Want to learn
more? The Irving Genealogical So-
ciety meets the third Monday of
the month at 7:00 p.m. in the main
auditorium of the Irving Public
Library. Visitors are welcome. The
guest speaker will be Bill Dow. Mr.
Dow will detail his search for his
Liles ancestors of England; and,
discuss how to tackle a brick wall.

March 16-20 from 8am - 5pm
MultiArts Spring Break Camp -
Spend Spring Break at the Arts
Center 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. Campers will
participate in a variety of fun arts-
focused activities, including draw-
ing & painting, weaving, tie-dye-
ing, creative writing and gymnas-
tics. $191, 972-252-2787 or
www.irvingartscenter.com to regis-
ter.

March 17 at 9:30 & 11:30am
The Villain’s Moustache - This
lively show is a traditional old-time
melodrama musical featuring color-
ful, tall rod puppets with animated
mouths, eyes and eyebrows! The
audience never fails to get in-
volved, whether booing the wise-
cracking villain or shouting advice
to the poor distraught heroine,
Little Nell. Carpenter Performance
Hall  9:30 & 11:30 a.m. $6, $2 lap
child under 2 years, 972-252-2787
or www.irvingartscenter.com for
tickets.

March 17 from 8:30am - 3:30pm
Free Well-Child and Immunization
Clinic - Baylor Medical Center at
Irving is sponsoring a well child
and immunization clinic along with

the Dallas County Department of
Health and Human Services and
Northgate United Methodist
Church from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
at Northgate United Methodist
Church, 3700 W. Northgate Dr. in
Irving. Well-child exams for chil-
dren ages birth to four years-old
and immunizations for children
ages birth to 18 years-old, will be
provided from 8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
Immunizations only, will be given
from 1 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Immuniza-
tion records must be provided for
each child. The free services of this
clinic are available to residents of
Irving only. For more information
call 972-579-4095.

March 17  at 3pm
TeenScene Movie Marathon - The
monthly TeenScene movie matinee
presents a marathon showing of the
first two film adaptations of the
popular Chronicles of Narnia se-
ries. The Lion, the Witch, and the
Wardrobe screening starts at 3 p.m.
to be followed by Prince Caspian
at 6 p.m. in the Central Library, 801
W. Irving Blvd.

March 17 at 7pm
Free Ken Turner Concert - Free

Ken Turner Concert 7 p.m. (Former
member of Blackwood Brothers
Quartet) at First United Methodist
Church located @ 211 W. Third in
downtown/historic Irving in the
Worship Center.

March 19-21
Exploring Isaiah - Chosen People
Ministries will be presenting The
Gospel According to Isaiah: A Bible
Conference Exploring Isaiah 53 at
Irving Bible Church, 2435 Kinwest
Parkway, 75063. The conference
focuses on how to interpret and use
Isaiah 53 in sharing the Gospel.
Guest speakers include Dr. Mitch
Glaser, Dr. Darrell Bock, Dr. Michael
Brown, and Dr. Richard Pratt and
concludes with a Saturday evening
concert with Messianic musician
Marty Goetz. $65 includes all nine
sessions, the Friday night dinner
banquet, and the concert. Visit
www.gospel53.com or call Eileen
Baehr – 561-737-1431

March 20  at 8:00am
Networking Breakfast - Irving
Hispanic Chamber’s Networking
Breakfast at 8:00 a.m. in the Irving
YMCA, 2200 W. Irving Blvd, Irv-
ing, 972-986-8898. Doug Fox will
speak on “How the YMCA helps
the community thru their pro-
grams.” RSVP: 214-217-8477 or
jgarcia@irvinghispanicchamber.org.

Community Input
Irving residents are encouraged to
provide input to the Housing and
Human Services Department to be
used to develop its 2009–2013 Con-
solidated Plan. The U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment requires cities that partici-
pate in the Community Develop-
ment Block Grant (CDBG), HOME
Investment Partnership Grant
(HOME), and the Emergency Solu-
tions Grant (ESG) programs to com-
plete this plan every five years.
Community input sessions, which
will aid Housing and Human Ser-
vices in assessing and addressing
community needs, are as follows:
----Community Fest, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
March 14, Senter Park Recreation
Center, 901 S. Senter Road
----Community Input Meeting, 6
p.m. March 19, Irving Arts Center,
3333 N. MacArthur Blvd.
----For more information, call 972-
721-4800.

KINGDOM SENIOR SOLUTIONS

Joan Black -
Van Zandt1400 W. Irving Blvd. Ste., 201

Irving, TX. 75061

469-713-1862 or 972-523-0651469-713-1862 or 972-523-0651469-713-1862 or 972-523-0651469-713-1862 or 972-523-0651469-713-1862 or 972-523-0651
Turning 65? Bombarded with sales calls and materials

about supplements and advantage plans? Need to
make decisions about what to decide concerning

what’s right for you?
I will help you. We can meet at my place or yours.

CALL FOR APPOINTMENT NOW

“The election process is the
basis of our Democracy. It is good
that we are going forward with one.
Everyone has a right to run as long
as they meet the State’s and our
Charter’s requirements.

“Being a part of the Demo-
cratic system and elections at the

local level almost mean more than
at any other level, because it makes
such a difference in the individual
citizen’s life who lives here. These
people represent you. You can pick
up the phone and call them. I do
think elections are important,” Ms.
Carroll said.

Continued from page 1
Local elections are imporLocal elections are imporLocal elections are imporLocal elections are imporLocal elections are importanttanttanttanttant

Provided by Karla Comer
Thanks to the Uniroyal® Tire

“Soccer to Go” sweepstakes,
Ishmael and Madison Gonzales
never have to leave soccer on the
field. The father-daughter team
from Irving won the Grand Prize
package. Doug and his daughter
Julie Heydrick won the first prize
package.

The Gonzales family won the
grand prize consisting of:

• A Nintendo Game Boy Advance
dockable car entertainment system.
• A $300 gift card for video games.
• A set of Uniroyal tires, valued at
$500.
• $1,000 worth of free gas.
• A $1,000 donation to Madison
Gonzales’ soccer league, The Irv-
ing Soccer Association.

”It was so incredible to hear
that we won,” said Mr. Gonzales.
“I’m so glad that my kids are able
to participate in soccer. Because of

the soccer program, we knew about
this great opportunity.”

Thousands of soccer families
entered the sweepstakes. The
Uniroyal Soccer Program donates
funds and equipment to youth soc-
cer leagues. The program has do-
nated nearly $12 million in funds
and equipment, including over
875,000 soccer balls, to soccer play-
ers and their communities.

“Since the Uniroyal Soccer
Program began 10 years ago, it’s

been a way to bring people in the
community closer together,” said
Kaz Holley, Uniroyal brand direc-
tor. “The year-end ‘Soccer to Go’
sweepstakes is a great way to fo-
cus on the larger community of
soccer families in America, even
those that don’t have first-hand
experience with the soccer program.
It’s our way of ending the 2008 soc-
cer season on a high note.”

The Uniroyal Soccer Program
is commemorating ten years of
supporting youth soccer new give-
away. Each day there will be a draw-
ing for a free Uniroyal soccer ball.
At the end of the year, a Grand Prize
winner will receive the “Soccer Sea-
son Survival Kit,” worth $5,000,
which includes everything a fam-
ily needs to play soccer in style: a
GPS system, a new set of Uniroyal
tires, gift cards for snacks and gas,
and more. Soccer families can en-
ter at www.UniroyalTires.com/
sweeps.

UniroUniroUniroUniroUniroyal Tire announces winners of yal Tire announces winners of yal Tire announces winners of yal Tire announces winners of yal Tire announces winners of “Soccer T“Soccer T“Soccer T“Soccer T“Soccer To Go”o Go”o Go”o Go”o Go”
Thursday - Saturday 8-6

206 Chamberlain
(off Shady Grove)

HOUSE FULL!
Refrigerator
Outdoor Grill

Collections of Phones / Owls
Gas Dryer

Jewelry
Kitchen Items

Lots More!

Estate Sale
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POLICE & FIRE
Bomb Squad Call Out:
03-07-09  Family mem-
bers were cleaning the
house of a deceased
relative in the 1600

block of Upton Place when they
found a hand grenade with a par-
tially pulled pin in a closet.  Mem-
bers of the bomb squad and the
DFW Airport Police responded and
secured the device for destruction
with the bomb robot and disposal
trailer. The grenade was taken to
the DFW disposal range and
counter charged. The grenade was
determined to be live and active.
Some of the grenade body was re-
covered, revealing it to be an M-61
high explosive fragmentation gre-
nade.

Building Burglary / Arrest: 03-08-
09 at 1:15 a.m.  IPD officers re-
sponded to a call of suspects break-
ing into the One Build Element
Hotel building under construction.
Officer Weston arrived on scene
and saw the two suspects inside
of the building. When the suspect
saw the officer, they tried to run
out of the building and escape in
the suspect vehicle. Both defen-
dants were captured without inci-
dent and property was recovered.

Aggravated Assault: 03-08-09 at
6:50 p.m.  The suspect got into an
altercation the victim in the 3800
block of N. Beltline Rd. The sus-
pect walked away from the fight,
but returned a short time later with
a large kitchen knife. He then
stabbed the victim in the lower
chest causing a one half to one inch
puncture wound. The suspect fled
the scene, but was found a short
time later by officers at his
residence. The victim was taken to
Parkland Hospital.

Burglary Arrests: 03-08-09 at 8:18
p.m.  Officers were sent to a bur-
glary in progress in the 4200 block
of Hackmore Loop. Upon arrival,
officers found the back door glass

smashed. The officers ultimately
located and arrested two males in-
side the residence. The home-
owner was not at home.  

Aggravated Robbery: 03-09-09 at
3:45 p.m.  The complainant was ap-
proached by five suspects in the
parking lot of CiCi’s Pizza in the
2300 block of N. O’Connor Rd. Two
of the suspects pointed guns at
her. The suspects told her to get
out of the car and take her child.
She left the keys, her purse and
went back inside the business. The
suspects could not get the
complainant’s car started, so they
took her purse. The suspects left
the area in the vehicle they arrived
in. There were no injuries and the
suspects were not located.

Burglary/Robbery: 03-09-09 at 4:58
p.m.  Female complainant was at
home in the 900 block of
Edmondson when two suspects
knocked on her door. Upon answer-
ing it, the suspects (four total) dis-
played handguns and forced their
way into complainant’s home. The
complainant was tied up and sus-
pects ransacked the house. Sus-
pects took the complainant’s
Cadillac Escalade.    

Aggravated Robbery: 03-10-09 at
4:11 p.m.  The complainant was
standing in the parking lot of the
Shell Service Station in the 2800
block of N MacArthur when ap-
proached by suspect. The suspect
produced a box cutter and de-
manded money. The complainant
yelled for help and suspect fled.
Officer McCown arrived, located
the suspect, and made an ar-
rest.            

Robbery (Individual): 03-10-09 at
10:37 p.m.  A male delivering pizza
to the Rock Island Apartments was
attacked by suspects who pushed
him to the ground, punched him
and stole his money. After the po-
lice arrived, the victim refused treat-
ment.

Irving Fire Department responded to 415 incidents.
The Fire incidents

  111  Miscellaneous Fire
and Rescue Calls

      6  Structure Fires
       1  Special Operations
       3  Vehicle Fires

Medical calls
  26 Major Accidents
108 Major Medical
  24 Heart Attacks
  73 Difficulty Breathing
  45 Trauma Related
  18 CPR Situations

Irving Fire Department
Activity summary March 5 - 11, 2009

Comments:
03-10: Ambulances went into overload once.

TxDOT has announced that the
$7.1 million resurfacing of SH-114 from
Northwest Highway to Freeport Park-
way is a target project under the
American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act.  The Texas Transportation Com-
mission is expected to vote on the $1.2
billion staff recommended list during a

all “C” students, resulting in a
$1,500 scholarship for Lewis and a
$500 scholarship for Martinez.
Marcos Vera was Nimitz’s top scor-
ing student and David Orozco was
the team’s top “B” student.
Merhawi Hailemariam won the
team’s only gold medal and posted
a perfect score in the Super Quiz
Relay.

Held at San Jacinto College in
Houston, the Texas Academic De-
cathlon meet for large schools – 5A
schools with 1,910 students or more

Nimitz Academic Team takes fifth place at State
– was comprised of the 40 teams
with the highest scores from their
respective regional meets in Janu-

The Academic Decathlon
Team from Nimitz High School
competed at the Texas Academic
Decathlon Feb. 27-30, winning fifth
place among the field of 40 large
schools from across the state.

For the ninth time in the past
10 years, the Nimitz team finished
among the top five teams in Texas,
totaling 45,452 points. Patrick
Lewis and Celeste Martinez ranked
third and fifth, respectively, among

ary. Pearland High School won the
meet with 47,245 points.

Stimulus for road repairsStimulus for road repairsStimulus for road repairsStimulus for road repairsStimulus for road repairs
special meeting on March 5.  The staff
recommendation was created by ap-
plying criteria developed by the state’s
local transportation leaders to an ex-
tensive list of projects that met the
initial requirements for readiness es-
tablished in the stimulus bill.
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First United Methodist Church
211 W. Third St., Irving 75060

972.253.3531
www.fumcirving.org

Sundays 10:30 a.m. Sanctuary
During LENT March 1st – April 12th

No Evening Worship Service
Evening Service Resumes on April 19th

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W Airport Frwy, Irving 75062
(North side of Hwy 183 between

MacArthur & Story)
972.255.4185

www.ppumc.org
Sundays 8:30, 9:15 & 11:00am

WORSHIP

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church
1600 N. Irving Heights 75061

972.438.1431
www.oakhavenumc.org

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.

Berean Memorial Church
1000 E. Sixth Street, Irving 75060

972.438.1440
www.bereanmemorialchurch.org

Sun. 10:45am 6:30pm
Sun. School 9:30 am

First Christian Church
210 E. 6th Street, Irving 75060

972.579.0911
www.fccirving.org

Sundays
Bible Study for all ages - 9:30am

Traditional Worship - 10:45am

First Church of Christ, Scientist
2250 W. Pioneer Dr, Irving, 75061
972-253-7202   www.hhjm.com/cs

Sun & Sun school: 10am, Wed 7:30pm
Religious programs 214-447-9678

Reading Room  Mon-Sat 10 am-1 pm

North Irving Church of Christ
727 Metker St. Irving, Texas 75062

972.252.9981
Sundays Bible Study - 9:00 a.m.
Worship - 10:00 a.m. 5:00 p.m.

Wednesdays Bible Study - 7:00 p.m.

United Methodist

Calvery Church featuring

Band of Brothers
Annual “3 on 3”

Basketball Tourament
April 4, 2009 - - 10am - 4pm

Salvation Army
250 w/Grawyler Rd.
Contact: 214-499-2428

$10 per person

Join us now

Christian Science Independent Bible

Disciples of Christ

Church of Christ

Read the
Irving Rambler

online at IrvingRambler.com

GOD’S CHOSEN PEOPLE
thejewishchanneliptv.net

972-795-9133 or 972-294-9158

Jewish Outreach

Pioneer Drive Baptist Church
4034 W. Pioneer Drive

Irving, Texas 75061
972.790.8828

www.pdbcirving.com
Sundays Traditional Worship

11:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
Sun. School 9:45 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study/Prayer Meeting
7:00 p.m.

Southern Baptist

has seen tremendous growth. The
clinic has gone from 641 patient
visits in 2007 to 1,000 visits in 2008.
This year the clinic is tracking more
towards 2,000 visits, doubling the
number of visits in a year. There
are no sources of revenue for that
clinic. It is all funded by charity.

“The clinic serves people who
live in Irving, who don’t have in-
surance and who are at the 200 per-
cent of poverty level or less. The
clinic is a lifeline, a chance for those
people to see a great doctor.

“Our Children’s House contin-
ues to provide therapy and daycare
for children who have medical
needs. Seventy percent of the fami-
lies whose children attend Our
Children’s House qualify for finan-
cial assistance raised through phi-
lanthropy. It is just so expensive
for a nurse-run childcare program.
We could not charge these fami-
lies what it really costs.”

In addition to raising funds for
existing health related charities, the
IHF also determines the kind of
medical care that is lacking in the
community.

“The Foundation did a health

 needs analysis at the end of 2007.
One of the big needs in Irving was
dental care,” Mr. Drake said.
“There wasn’t a place in Irving
where needy folks could get den-
tal care.

“Our Foundation Board
granted $120,000 to equip two of
the five dental stations inside the
new Parkland Irving Health Center.
In addition, three dentists are now
volunteering at the Irving Interfaith
Clinic. We have gone from having
no place for the needy to receive
dental care to having two options
in our city. They have both been
made possible through people’s
generosity.

“People can be confident
when they give to the IHF their
dollars will be used well. Since we
have been founded, the people of
Irving have made sure they have
the very best healthcare close to
home through their gifts. Philan-
thropy has not only sustained the
hospital and other healthcare non-
profits, but has really made them
excellent. Philanthropy provides
that little bit of difference that al-
lows us to have superb healthcare
in our own back yard,” he said.

Foundation recognizes caring citizens
By Jess Paniszczyn

The Irving Healthcare Foun-
dation (IHF) hosted a Citizens Who
Care Reception at the Four Seasons
Resort and Club on March 3. The
annual event is designed to thank
philanthropists who donated funds
to the IHF and its charities.

“Every year the Irving
Healthcare Foundation has some
kind of recognition for all of the
donors who have supported not
only the Baylor Medical Center, but
the two beneficiaries, Our
Children’s House as well as the Irv-
ing Interfaith Clinic,” said Clem
Lear, Chairwoman of the IHF Board
of Directors. “Tonight is our way
of saying, ‘Thank you,’ to these
folks. The donors also have the
opportunity to meet the personnel
who run the different agencies they
have contributed to over the years.

“In the spirit of the economic
times, our recognition has gone
from the dinner format to a recep-
tion format, because we feel it is a

better use of our donors’ funds. We
want to be frugal in this time.

“When you have a formal din-
ner, each person is sitting at a table
with eight or ten other people. There
isn’t much of an opportunity to mix
and mingle. The reception allows
people to get to know some of the
other folks and visit with the dif-
ferent beneficiaries,” she said.

John Drake, IHF president, be-
lieves consolidating charity
fundraising efforts is vital during
difficult economic times.

“The Foundation coordinates
fundraising for Baylor Medical
Center of Irving, Our Children’s
House, Irving Interfaith Clinic and
dental assistance at the Irving Den-
tal Center inside the Parkland Irv-
ing Health Center,” Mr. Drake said.
“Because the Foundation coordi-
nates fundraising for those four
charities, they don’t each need to
have their own fundraiser and their
own fundraising expenses. You are
competing in this economy for

pieces of a shrinking pie. While I
think competition is wonderful, I
think cooperation is definitely bet-
ter when it comes to fundraising.

“The Foundation is blessed
with gifts that range between $1.5
and $2 million per year. Those gifts
funded a new heart lab at the hos-
pital. It was the 52nd of its kind in
the world. In the last 12 months,
that lab provided care for 300
people. In many cases, those pa-
tients had between two and six pro-
cedures done at the same time.
Some of the most complex heart
work in the Metroplex was done at
Baylor Medical Center of Irving.
Philanthropy accounted for half of
the $4 million it took to open that
lab.

“The Irving Interfaith Clinic

Doctors, health administrators and members of the Irving Healthcare Foundation mingle with philan-
thropists during Citizens Who Care Reception.

Corridor Team also collects aban-
doned shopping carts from public
right of ways collecting over 605
carts in 2008. The team’s efforts
reduce visible litter and improve the
overall appearance of the city.

“Partnerships such as these
are vital to our continued suc-
cess,” said Randy Boatright, Presi-
dent, KIB.

KIB will begin including the 24
hour “Litter Hotline” number on its
letterhead, websites, brochures,
press releases and special event
banners.

Provided by Mary Higbie
The Irving Heritage Society

has been advised they have been
awarded the mini-grant maximum
amount from the Humanities Texas
for the “Celebrating Irving – The
City and The Man” month long
project. Humanities Texas, the state
affiliate of the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities, conducts
and supports public programs in
history, literature and philosophy,
and other humanities disciplines.

“Many people have no idea
where our fine city got such a dis-
tinguished name,” said Dan Matkin,
Irving Heritage Society President.
“The Irving trivia contest will help
you learn in a fun way. This grant
makes all of these events pos-
sible.”

For details on the Celebrating
Irving events, visit www.irvingherit
age.com or call 972-252-3838 for
more information. All events are
free, open to the public, and are
varied in nature for all age groups.

IrIrIrIrIrving Heritage Societyving Heritage Societyving Heritage Societyving Heritage Societyving Heritage Society
receives humanities grantreceives humanities grantreceives humanities grantreceives humanities grantreceives humanities grant

Partners promote
Litter Hotline
Provided by Rick Hose

Keep Irving Beautiful (KIB) is
partnering with Irving Parks and
Recreation to promote the cities’
first 24 hour “Litter Hotline.” The
hotline, 972-721-5487, is available
for use by all residents.

Irving Parks and Recreation’s
Corridor Litter Abatement Team
consists of five full time employ-
ees who work seven days per week
abating litter from 51.4 miles of pri-
mary street medians and right of
way and weekly litter control on an
additional 31.3 miles of corridor. The



214-675-6493The Irving Rambler March 14, 2009 Page 5

The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together.  When
you place a classified advertisement in the Rambler, we publish it
online at no additional charge. The Irving Rambler does not accept
submission of an advertisement as a commitment to publish.  Pub-
lication of an advertisement does not create an obligation to con-
tinue publishing.  The Irving Rambler reserves the right to refuse to
publish any advertisement for any reason.  Ads promoting hate
groups, or including inappropriate material will not be published.
E-mail addresses will only be published if included in the copy of
your classified ad. To purchase classified ads

pamb@irvingrambler.com

ADVERTISING PRICES

Per line  ----- $1.20                          Bold, Caps, border --- $7.00

Roommate
Available
non-smoker
pet friendly

469-867-4963

Duplex for rent
2-11/2,w/d conn,

wbfp,appl,fenced,no
pets. 972-253-0973

FOR SALE-Hot
Wheels Collection-

Treasure Hunts, Final
Runs and many other
series 972-438-4522

Ceramic Tile
Company has

excellent references.
Bath, Floors, Kitchen
20 years in business

817.685.8091
Please leave a

message.

Project Manager/
Superintendent needed

with 3+ years
experience in solar

field construction
management.

Expertise to include
PV installation and

CSP
construction;utility
scale.Competitive
pay/benefits.Email

Solarproject@
hotmail.com

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENTS

I, Thallapareddy,
Prasadareddy do

hereby declare that I
changed my name
from Thallapareddy,
Seetharamanjaneya-

varaprasadareddy s/o
Narasareddy when I

took my U.S.A.
citizenship in the year

1996.  Birth date
10/20/1943.

I reside at 1815
George Court

Irving, TX 75061

I, Thallapareddy,
Lakshmi do hereby

declare that I changed
my name from
Thallapareddy,

Lakshminarasamma
when I took my

U.S.A. citizenship in
the year 1996.

Birth date 3/18/45
I reside at 1815
George Court

Irving, TX 75061

WORK
WANTED

ASSUMED
NAME

HELP
WANTED

DUPLEX
FOR RENT

ROOMMATE
AVAILABLE

ITEMS
FOR SALE

GARAGE
SALES

The high tech museum and re-
cruitment center was made pos-
sible by a generous donation by
Mr. Pickens. BBBS reports that 87
percent of the kids mentored in their
programs graduate from high
school, which means more kids will
grow up to contribute to society in
positive ways.

“I would not be where I am
today without the help of many
mentors along the way,” Mr.
Pickens said. “I am proud to pass
along what I know to our next gen-
erations.

“I don’t think there is any way
you can quantify what mentoring
does and the results that you have.
You don’t know when that person
comes along at just the critical time
that maybe puts the arm around
you, maybe he grabs you up and
says, ‘Listen to me. We are getting
ready to do something here are you
are going to be a big part of it.’ You

don’t know when that is going to
happen to you or whether it ever
will happen. It would be unfortu-
nate if you had an opportunity and
it didn’t happen in your life.

“This facility will change the
lives of so many children who will
grow up and do great things with a
little guidance along the way. It is
my hope that people across North
Texas are motivated to change a
life,” he said.

Track and field professional,
Doc Patton, spoke about his men-
tor during the unveiling ceremony.
Doc was an ‘F’ student when his
mentor helped him find an interest
in running and taught him about
the importance of hard work.

“My grades were below 50. I
wasn’t a bad kid, but I was prob-
ably headed down the wrong path.
I probably wasn’t going to go to
college, but because I had a men-
tor in my life I was able to get a
scholarship to college and pursue

a professional career in track and
field,” Mr. Patton said.

“I became a U.S. champion in
the 200 meters, a two time world
champion, and a two time Olym-
pian. I am currently still running
track right now. I have Olympic
medals. I have won Championship
medals. I have been all over the
world.

“During the time that Buzz
Andrews took with me, he didn’t
push me, he just wouldn’t allow me
to fail. He inspired me to give back
to someone else. I have a Little
Brother. If I can do half the things
Buzz did for me for someone else, it
will be worthwhile.

“When people say they don’t
have time to be a mentor, I think it
is an excuse. Especially with Big
Brothers Big Sisters, it is only four
hours a month. I feel like you can
find time to mentor. If is that is im-
portant to you, you will make time
for it.”

Continued from  page 1

Mentoring guides kids to a brighter futureMentoring guides kids to a brighter futureMentoring guides kids to a brighter futureMentoring guides kids to a brighter futureMentoring guides kids to a brighter future

Provided by Sarah White
The Irving Healthcare Foun-

dation (IHF) is making it easy to
honor area doctors for National
Doctors’ Day.  Through its website,
www.irvinghealthcare.org, visitors
can send a note of thanks to any
physician that practices in Irving.

“National Doctors’ Day is a
great opportunity to thank all of the
physicians in Irving for all that they
do to make and keep us healthy,”
said John Drake, IHF president.
“This year, we decided to make it
easy for all of Irving to thank their
doctors for great medical care.”

Website visitors can click
“Send a Note of Thanks.” All mes-
sages of thanks will be delivered
to doctors in time for National Doc-
tors’ Day on March 30.

In addition to sending a note
of appreciation, visitors to the

website can also make a tax-de-
ductible gift in honor of their doc-
tor. All donations benefit IHF .
Though IHF appreciates all doctors
for their great work, the notes of
appreciation must be limited to doc-
tors practicing in Irving.

Honor doctors during National Doctor DaHonor doctors during National Doctor DaHonor doctors during National Doctor DaHonor doctors during National Doctor DaHonor doctors during National Doctor Dayyyyy

America’s Recovery and Rein-
vestment Act of 2009 offers several
benefits for small businesses.  For ex-
ample:  Over $44 billion is aimed at
businesses in education or those that
provide educational goods and ser-
vices; over $7.1 billion focuses on com-

Stimulus for small businessStimulus for small businessStimulus for small businessStimulus for small businessStimulus for small business
munication industries; innovations in
science, research and technology offer
grants, tax incentives and other ben-
efits across all industry sectors; and,
improvements in both energy sources
and efficiencies offer both cost sav-
ings and operational efficiencies.
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To see a list of all of our
investors or to share in the
benefits enjoyed by these

entities go to
www.IrvingChamber.com

The Irving Economic Development
Partnership would like to thank
the following entities for their

continued support and investment in
our program:

ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

INVESTORS

Strategic InvestorStrategic InvestorStrategic InvestorStrategic InvestorStrategic Investor
City of Irving

Irving Convention & Visitors Bureau
Las Colinas Marketing Alliance

TIAA Realty, Inc. / Cousins
US-Mexico Chamber of Commerce

Chairman’s InvestorChairman’s InvestorChairman’s InvestorChairman’s InvestorChairman’s Investor
American Airlines

Aviall, Inc.
ExxonMobil

Flowserve Corporation
Microsoft

NEC Corporation of America
RIM

President’s InvestorPresident’s InvestorPresident’s InvestorPresident’s InvestorPresident’s Investor
AboveNet

Allstate Insurance
Atmos Energy

Avistas
Citi

Comerica Bank
Delsite Biotechnologies, Inc.

DeVry University
EF Johnson Technologies, Inc.

Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP
IBM

Las Colinas Country Club
North Lake College

Oncor Electric Delivery
Optim Energy, LLC

Reliant Energy
Time Warner Cable

WaveTwo LLC

Commercial RealCommercial RealCommercial RealCommercial RealCommercial Real
Estate InvestorEstate InvestorEstate InvestorEstate InvestorEstate Investor

Archon Group
Coldwell Banker

Crow Holdings / Apollo Real Estate
Granite Properties
Jones Lang LaSalle

KDC
Koll Development Company

PS Business Parks
The Woodmont Company

Triple L Management Corporation

Partner InvestorPartner InvestorPartner InvestorPartner InvestorPartner Investor
Avaya

Chesapeake Energy Corporation
Classic Fare Catering

Compass Bank
Driver Pipeline Co., Inc.

Imlach Group
Irving ISD

Knight Security Systems, LLC
Las Colinas Medical Center

Mammen Glass & Mirror
Medco Health Solutions

Northop Grumman
Office Resource Group

Quantum Custom Homes
Sam’s Club

Signal Metal Industries

IRVING UNEMPLOYMENT RISES
The number of unemployed in Irving increased
in January to 6.6% from 5.6% in December 2008,
as compared to 7.1% overall across the DFW
Metroplex.  The State’s unemployment rate was
6.4%, while the national rate was 7.6%.  Irving
hit a high of 7.4% in June 2002.  Despite the
rising unemployment rate and another month of
statewide job losses, Texans are actually getting
a bit more confident in their employment out-
look according to the Employee Confidence In-
dex produced by Spherion Corp.

BOY SCOUTS
ESTABLISHES DEVELOPMENT OFFICE

The Boy Scouts of America announced the for-
mation of the first development office at its Irv-
ing headquarters.  The National Development
Office will expand fund-raising efforts by identi-
fying, cultivating, soliciting, and stewarding rela-
tionships with corporate, foundation, alumni, and
individual prospects and donors.  Kristy Hensel
has been named the national director of develop-
ment for the BSA.  Hensel will oversee the launch
of the department and has responsibility for the
direction and success of the BSA’s national de-
velopment efforts.

USA TODAY QUOTES
IRVING RESTAURATEUR

With Congress discussing policies to limit cor-
porate travel, USA Today reporter Barbara De
Lollis was developing a story on the impact of
such restrictions.  For the impact on small busi-
ness, she turned to Silvano Zanetti, owner of
Café Cipriani, located at 220 E. Las Colinas Bou-
levard in Irving.  Cipriani’s, which relies on cor-
porate groups and conventioneers, has seen its
revenue decline 40% to 50% because the local
Four Seasons, Marriott and Omni are emptier
now.  Café Cipriani has been serving fine Italian
cuisine since August of 1984.  The menu of this
highly rated restaurant consists of homemade pas-
tas, chicken, veal, seafood dishes, daily specials,
and an assortment of desserts.  For reservations
call (972) 869-0713.

TEN IRVING BUSINESSES UP
FOR TEXAS ASSOCIATION OF

BUSINESS AWARD
The Chamber has nominated ten businesses for
the Texas Association of Business’ Small Busi-
ness of the Year award. Businesses nominated
included: Big State Drug Store, Car Concepts/
Rick’s Independent Care Kare, Cooksey Commu-
nications, Don Herring Mitsubishi, FASTSIGNS
Irving-Las Colinas, Glory House Catering, The
Irving Journal, Mammen Glass & Mirror, Mart,
Inc., and Minuteman Press.  An honorary com-
mittee of former Chairman of the Chamber’s Board
of Directors selected these companies for nomi-
nation. 

IRVING LEVEE REPAIRS
PROTECT BUSINESSES

City officials are addressing an Irving levee meant
to protect flooding near Texas Stadium in order to
protect area businesses. The Army Corps of
Engineers identified potential dangers associated
with trees growing near the levee, but the issue is
being remedied. The City states that there is no
imminent danger of flooding and area businesses
are very safe with improvements underway.

US CITIZENSHIP AND
IMMIGRATION OFFICE OPENS

Acting Deputy Director of the US Citizenship
and Immigration Services Michael Aytes was in
Irving for the official opening of the agency’s new
office in Irving located at 6550 E. Campus Circle
Drive.  During the opening of the new sprawling
USCIS district office, Aytes pointed out such fa-
cilities are among the improvements the agency
can make to get ready for additional workload if
lawmakers reform immigration policies.  Aiming
for LEED Silver certification with the project, the
design team paid particular attention to providing
protection from the hot Texas sun with roof over-
hangs, a brise soleil, and protective glass.  Chi-
cago-based 4240 Architecture designed the new
building.

BAE SYSTEMS
TO TRANSFORM OPERATIONS

BAE Systems Control Inc, a global company
engaged in the development, delivery and support
of advanced defense, security and aerospace
systems in the air, on land and at sea, has announced
it will transform its Irving operations to a direct
client-services center, with limited manufacturing,
becoming a future hub for engineering excellence.
This strategic decision will result in the transfer of
approximately 85% of their Irving work force to
other BAE Systems sites, with the majority of the
work going to the company’s manufacturing facility
in Fort Wayne, Ind. Affected employees at the
Irving site will be eligible for a comprehensive
package of severance, benefits and outplacement
assistance. Where employee skill sets match current
business needs, the company will seek to place
employees at other BAE Systems sites. BAE
Systems’ Irving office will employ 150 people once
restructuring is complete.

CHAMBER STAFF VOLUNTEERS
FOR JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT

The staff of the Greater Irving-Las Colinas Cham-
ber has been trained and will be in the classrooms
beginning March 27 at Sam Houston Middle
School helping 6th Grade students understand the
global economy.  The staff has been divided into
teams of two to work in the classrooms to sup-
port the teachers.

EFJOHNSON TECHNOLOGIES
WINS DoD CONTRACT

EF Johnson Technologies, Inc. announced that it
has received a five year contract valued at $50
million from a US Department of Defense (DoD)
customer.  This delivery, quantity, fixed price con-
tract calls for the company to provide the DoD
with its award-winning ES Series Project 25 com-
pliant two-way radios.  $5.9 million of the con-
tract has already been received under this con-
tract.

The Texas Department of Transportation unveiled their strategy to spend $1.2 billion in stimulus funding on road construc-
tion during a Texas Transportation Commission workshop session on Wednesday, February 25th, a strategy intended to both leverage
local resources and create jobs across the state. The released list of construction projects also included maintenance and preservation
projects. The Texas Transportation Commission passed the $1.2 billion staff recommended during a special meeting yesterday (Thursday,
March 5th). The staff recommendation was created by applying criteria developed by the state’s local transportation leaders to an
extensive list of projects that met the initial requirements for readiness established in the stimulus bill. Three items included on this list have
an Irving impact and are identified below:

Projects: DFW Connector - SH 121/SH 114 (residual impact) - February 2009
Maintenance: Resurface Roadway - SH 114 Spur 348 to O’Connor Blvd. - April 2009

Resurface Roadway - SH 114 Freeport Pkwy. to Spur 348 - April 2009

Please contact the
Chamber at

214.217.8484 if we
can assist you.

Main Office
5221 N. O’Connor Blvd., Ste. 100

Irving, TX 75039
Heritage District Office

301 W. Irving Blvd.
Irving TX 75060

Biz Briefs is provided by the Greater
Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of

Commerce which is solely responsible
for its content.
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“In publishing, 800 pages is
too much for a first time author to
get published. When you are a
new author, they are taking a
gamble on you. You send them this
giant book, and they all say, ‘No,
no.’ I tried to sell it, and I got re-
jected.

“So I decided all right this is
what I’m going to do. I’m going to
outline this baby, make it totally
concise, and this one is going to
get published. I got an agent, and
we sold the book. That was the first
book in my Georgina Kincaid se-
ries called Succubus Blues.”

Agents can be very important
in helping authors navigate the
publishing world.

“The best thing to do if you
are publishing fiction is get an
agent. An agent is someone who
represents you in the book world.
They are the ones who send your
book to publishing companies and
tell them it is the best book ever.
They try to sell the book for you.

“It is hard to get an agent, be-
cause they don’t make money un-
til the author makes money. If you
are ever trying to get an agent and
they charge you money, it’s a scam.
Agents don’t make money until
you do, so they reject 99 percent
of the manuscripts they receive,”
she said.

Once a writer has an agent,
selling a book to a publishing com-
pany can be frustrating and full of
rejection.

“It is tough when you are re-
jected,” Ms. Mead said. “It hurts,
but at the same time, if they don’t
like it, you don’t want them. You
need someone who is going to live
and die by your book. Once you
sell a book to a book company they
have to sell it to the world.”

After a publishing company
buys a book, an editor helps the
author make changes to improve
the book’s appeal.

“The job of an editor at a book
company is to make your book
good. Not every word that I or any
other author writes is golden. We
write a lot of bad stuff. We have
bad days,” she said. “The editor
hopefully catches that and tells
you how to fix it in the form of revi-
sion letters. For my adult books,
my editor is very laid back. He will
send me like one page with three
things to fix.

“Penguin Razorbill, the com-
pany that publishes Vampire Acad-
emy sent me this 15 page letter of
point by point revisions. It was so
miserable editing the book the first
time. Finally, I got through it. Two

out as a mom would do. She wrote
them and demanded they send her
50 copies that she could give to
her friends.”

Even though Ms. Mead had a
promising start as a writer, she
eventually became interested in
other things.

“Throughout the rest of that
time, I would occasionally dabble
in writing. I had a problem a lot of
writers have, I would come up with
this great premise and it didn’t go
anywhere. I had a lot of stories like
that in middle school and high
school.

“When college came, I kind of
gave up on writing. College is full
of lots of other distractions any-
way. After college, being an English
major, it was hard to get a job. I
worked a lot of bad jobs and some-
times more than one job at once. I
reached a point where I was very
unhappy with my situation,” she
said.

“I started writing a science fic-
tion novel to try to escape the world.
I wrote one chapter and sent it to
my ex-boyfriend from college, who
is a very harsh critic. I expected him
to say something that was going
to make me cry. He wrote back and
asked if I had more of the story. So
I kept writing and writing this sci-
ence fiction novel, and it turned
into 800 pages.

weeks later they sent me
another revision letter that
was nine pages long. Then
we had one more round,
but the letters kept getting
shorter.

“Vampire Academy
was diced, sliced and re-
written. By the time it was
done, I’m sorry to say this,
I hated that book so much.
I didn’t even know if it was
good. I didn’t even know
what it was about. I had
forgotten stuff. I finally
got that book off my plate.

“After the book was
published, slowly my email
started to pick up. People
who had read the book
said they liked it. The
emails started increasing
and increasing. I was still

One day I was flipping
though it and I saw ‘Hey
kids, send us your sto-
ries.’ I thought I can write
a story.

“My dad was a su-
per garage sale man. We
always had the latest
technology from five
years ago. We had this
typewriter and even for
that time it was a horrible,
old typewriter. I got on it,
typed a little story, Judy
and the Mermaid, and
sent it in. And I never told
my parents. One day
Child Life comes, I open
it up, there’s my story
with illustrations. I took
it to my mom and said,
‘I’m famous.’ She flipped

frazzled by the book, but people
certainly seemed to like it. When
the second one came out, it made
the New York Times’ Best Seller
List. I still don’t know how it hap-
pened. Publishing is such a weird
business.”

As she speaks with local fans, author Richelle
Mead holds a copy of one of her published
works.

Author speaks about writing and publishingAuthor speaks about writing and publishingAuthor speaks about writing and publishingAuthor speaks about writing and publishingAuthor speaks about writing and publishing
Continued from  page 1
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CHARLES  K.
ALEXANDER

Charles K.
Alexander was
born August
13, 1920 in
Wichita Falls,
Texas. He grew
up in Arlington
and at age 16,

he began his first career at Moore
Funeral Home in Arlington. He was
licensed as a Funeral Director in
1941. He graduated from North
Texas Agricultural College in Ar-
lington and received a BA degree
in Business from Texas Tech. Dur-
ing World War II, Charlie served
for four years as a 1st Sgt. in the
Army/Air Force medical depart-
ment. After his military service he
worked as a Funeral Director.  In
1953 he went into the insurance
business from which he retired af-
ter 35 years. A life-long Method-
ist, he was active in church lay lead-
ership and taught Sunday school
over 50 years. He received the Sil-
ver Beaver Award for his work with
Boy Scouts. He also volunteered
with Irving Teen Court, Baylor
Cancer Center and the Baylor emer-
gency room. He is survived by his

wife, Nancy, daughter, Kay and her
son Stefan of Virginia; son David,
his wife Barbara and daughter
Evyn of Athens, Texas; sister
Jessie Hagan of Wisconsin;
brother George Alexander of Dal-
las, Texas, and many nieces and
nephews. His devotion to Christ
was evident in his love for family,
friends and others that crossed his
path. His loving spirit, generosity
and unique sense of humor will be
truly missed. Funeral Services were
held at Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church on Tuesday,
March 10, 2009 at 1:00 P.M. with
Dr. William La Barr officiating. Visi-
tation was on Monday from 6-8
P.M. at Brown’s Memorial Funeral
Home. Memorials may be made to
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund, Ply-
mouth Park United Methodist
Church, 1615 W. Airport Freeway,
Irving 75062.

BETTY  LOU
WILSON

Betty Lou Wilson, 71, loving wife,
mother and grandmother, passed
away March 8, 2009. Visitation will
be 1-3 pm Saturday at Shannon
Rufe Snow Funeral Chapel. Betty
was born Nov 24, 1937 in Roswell,

NM where she met her husband
of 55 years, Denis. They raised
their family in Irving, TX and
settled in Keller after living in Apple
Valley, MN, Keene, TX, and Punta
Gorda, FL. Survivors include Hus-
band, Denis Wilson; sons, Bob
and wife, Beth and Tom and wife,
Narges; grandchildren; Sharina
(her mother Edith Henderson),
Brandon and wife, Christine,
Rebecca and David.

PAMELA
JEAN  DIXON

Pamela Jean
Dixon, of
Euless, and for-
merly of Irving,
passed away
S a t u r d a y ,
March 7, 2009.
I walked a mile

in your shoes last week and I
learned that your generosity has
carried me. When tough times
happened throughout my life,
which they often did, you were al-
ways there to lift me and fill me
with your love. I walked an hour in
your shoes last night and I saw
the pain leave your eyes. Your
breathing slowed to a steady hum
as the doves came to carry you
home. Your heart ceased to beat
last night, but it left behind a legacy
of laughter, love, and kindness. No
other human on this earth has ever
loved in so many different ways.
As a mother, a sister, a nana, a
daughter, and a friend, you
touched us all. I walked a moment
in your shoes today and what I
felt was peace. Funeral services
will be held at 2 PM Saturday,
March 14, 2009 at Brown’s Memo-
rial Chapel. Burial will follow at Oak
Grove Memorial Gardens in Irving.
The family received friends 6-8 PM

Friday, March 13, 2009 at the fu-
neral home.

ANNIE  LEE
GALLOWAY

Annie Lee Gal-
loway, of Irv-
ing, passed
away Wednes-
day, March 11,
2009. She was
born April 4,
1934 in Dallas.

She was a member of St. Luke’s
Catholic Church in Irving. Annie
enjoyed shopping and going to
the boats in Shreveport. Preceded
in death by her husband John
Thomas Galloway and grandson
Cory James Galloway, survivors
include sons Luke Galloway and
wife Regina of Van, and John E.
Galloway and wife Sandra of High-
land Village; daughter Lucy Gault
and husband Richard of Farmers
Branch; 6 grandchildren and 7
great grandchildren. Mass of
Christian Burial will be celebrated
at 11:30 AM Monday, March 16,
2009 at Calvary Hill Mausoleum
Chapel, 3235 Lombardy Lane in
Dallas. Interment will follow at Cal-
vary Hill Cemetery. A Rosary will
be held at 6 PM Sunday, March
15, 2009 at Brown’s Memorial
Chapel.

BRICKY  LYNN
HENDERSON

Bricky Lynn
Henderson of
Irving, Texas
died on
We d n e s d a y,
March 4, 2009
at Baylor Irving
H o s p i t a l .

Bricky lived in Irving about 47
years of his life.  He is survived by

his spouse, Tammie Gail
Henderson (Sandefer-maiden
name) of Irving, Texas; daughter,
Rindi Lea Henderson of Lewisville,
Texas; mother, Janie Louise
Henderson; brother, Bruce Edwin
Henderson; and sister, Bobbie
Jane  Henderson all of Irving,
Texas. Bricky donated his body to
UT Southwestern Medical School
for study and research.  Memorial
Services are planned for Saturday,
March 21, 2009 at 11:00 a.m. at
Hope Fellowship Church (at The
Pigeon Hole), located at 132 W. Irv-
ing Blvd., Irving, Texas 75060

BETTY  JEAN
ST.  JOHN  JONES

Betty Jean St. John Jones, age 78
of Gun Barrel City, Texas passed
away peacefully on the morning
of Saturday, March 7, 2009. She
was born November 18, 1930 in
Nutley, New Jersey. She grew up
in the New Jersey-Maryland-Penn-
sylvania area before attending
Ohio Wesleyan University and
University of Pennsylvania Nurs-
ing School. She married Thomas
P. Jones, III of Wilkes Barre, Penn-
sylvania and relocated to San An-
tonio, Texas in 1953.  Her oldest
son Benjamin (Ben) John was born
in San Antonio in 1957 and after
moving to Irving, Texas, her
youngest son, Thomas Peter, IV
was born in Dallas in 1958. Betty
raised her children in Irving where
she was a long time member of Las
Colinas Country Club where she
enjoyed swimming, tennis and golf.
She was an active member of First
Presbyterian Church of Irving and
volunteered her time at Irving
Community Hospital. In 1990 she
relocated to the Pocono Moun-
tains of Pennsylvania to the town
of Nuremburg. After nine years she

Chapel of Roses Funeral Home

1225 E. Irving Blvd. 75060
972-554-1031

Owned & Operated by the
Chism & Crouch Families

Directors:
Charlotte Chism Waldrum
Harrell Chism
Austin E. Raney

Offering:
Traditional Funeral Services
Cremation
Military Services

www.ChapelofRosesfh.com

ACCEPTING ALL Pre-Need Funerals

Serving Irving  families
since 1963

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas  75062

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com

Provided by Doug Harper
The latest Irving masterpiece

pocket park stretches over a half
mile long. South from Rochelle Rd.
to just north of 183 Airport Free-
way on MacArthur Boulevard.
The half mile stretch isn’t very
wide, only 60 to 180 feet in areas,
but the creative winding stone-
work sidewalk, landscaping and an
occasional park bench make up for
the narrowness of this half mile of
happiness on the west side of a
key north south boulevard in the
middle of Irving.

A well articulated and visually
interesting masonry wall protects

the adjacent homes to the west
from the traffic noise and night-
time lights on MacArthur.

The key feature of this great
respite is the bronze work, “The
Joy of Life,” by artist Chris
Navarro from Casper, WY.

Chris has been sculpting pro-
fessionally since 1986 and is best
known for his large monumental
sculptures. Represented by ten
galleries throughout the country,
his reflections of the West pro-
vided Navarro a national follow-
ing.

“I love what I do for a living
and hope others can see that

through the work I have done,”
Chris said. “As in art and life, if
what you create is real, and if it’s
done with genuine emotions, there
will always be others who will want
to experience and relate to that
power.

“The creation of monuments
is extremely time consuming and
labor intensive, requiring an initial
design, creating a clay model and
casting it in bronze through the lost
wax method. To know that my work
will be standing in the sun long
after I’m gone for future genera-
tions to experience and enjoy is
thrilling.”

There is a new mare in town and she brought her colt

 “The Joy of Life,” by artist Chris Navarro.
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returned to Texas to be close to
her sons and their families, enjoy-
ing her home on Cedar Creek Lake
in Gun Barrel City. Betty was a
member of the First United Meth-
odist Church of Mabank and sang
in both the Chancel and Saints
Alive Choirs. She delivered Meals
on Wheels for over thirty years
out of Irving, Nuremburg and Gun
Barrel City. She was the treasurer
of the Loon Bay POA and the
Mabank Area Good Samaritans for
three years. She loved to make
quilts and afghans, read and do
crossword puzzles. Betty leaves
behind her sister Margaret (Peggy)
O’Neill of Jacksonville, Florida; her
two sons, Ben and wife Stephanie
of North Richland Hills, Texas and
Tom and wife Denise of Dallas,
Texas; and her five special grand-
children Matthew, Alexis, Erica,
Jenna and Meredith; and her be-
loved cat Chloe. A Memorial Ser-
vice celebrating Betty’s life will be
held at First United Methodist
Church of Mabank, 501 S. Third
Street, Mabank, Texas  75147 on
Sunday, March 15, 2009 at 2:00 PM
with the Rev. Chris Schoolcraft pre-
siding. Flowers or donations in

Betty’s memory may be sent to the
church.

MARY  BAKER
BLANFORD  KENNEDY

Mary Baker
B l a n f o r d
Kennedy, 94,
passed away
T h u r s d a y ,
March 5, 2009
at her home in
Port Arthur,
Texas. She was

preceded in death by her hus-
bands, Charles E. Blanford and
Don Kennedy, and two brothers
Thomas and Franklin. Mary
Catherine was born in Stanley,
Kentucky on June 3, 1914 to Van
Dehaven Baker and Catherine Pearl
LaMar. She moved to Texas in 1947
and lived in the Port Arthur area
since 1951. She returned to Lamar
Tech when she was 49 and got her
LVN license. She is survived by
her son, Charles O. Blanford and
wife Peggy of Glenn Heights; three
daughters, Gayle Wolford of
Carrollton, Patricia Blanford of
Beaumont/Port Arthur and Bettye
Thomes and her husband Richard

of Irving. Her sister, Rebecca Mor-
gan of Michigan also survives her.
Mary had eleven grandchildren
and many great grandchildren.
Visitation was 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.,
Monday, March 9th at Donnelly’s
Colonial Funeral Home. Graveside
services were  11:00 a.m. on Tues-
day, Mar. 10th at Oak Grove Me-
morial Gardens in Irving. In lieu of
flowers, the family requests memo-
rials to St. John’s United Method-
ist Church, P.O. Box 5048, Port
Arthur, TX 77640.

BETTY
MARLEINE
HORTON

Betty Marleine
Horton, 72,
passed away
on March 11,
2009 in her Irv-
ing home. She
was born on
September 02,

1936 in Gladewater, TX. to Clyde
& Rosemary Allen. Betty was a
1954 graduate of Gladewater High
School where she was a drum ma-
jorette and a member of the march-
ing band playing the alto
saxaphone, and a 1958 graduate of
Baylor University. An avid bowler,
she was recognized as the oldest
collegiate women’s volleyball
player in the nation, and an award
winning archery enthusiast. She
had been a resident of Irving since
1962 and a member of First Baptist
Church. Betty was a loving wife,
mother, grandmother, and great
grandmother, who made her
family’s lives special. She is sur-
vived by her loving husband of 52
years, Charles Horton, three
daughters, Cathy Marleine
Masterson, Christie Lee Silvia,

both of Irving, TX. and Carey Lane
King of Sampson Park, TX.; three
Grandchildren, Mindy Marleine
Gollihugh, Anthony Silvia and
Michael King; one great grand-
son, Austin Ray Gollihugh and one
brother, Clyde Allen, II. Visitation
was Friday, March 13, 2009 from
12:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. Funeral ser-
vices followed at 2:30 p.m. at
Chapel of Roses Funeral Home.
Interment followed at Oak Grove
Memorial Gardens.

LEONARD  A.
DICKINSON

Leonard A. Dickinson, Sr, 87, of
Irving, died Monday, Mar. 9, 2009.
Memorial Service will be 11 a.m.,

Continuing
The Tradition

“The Right Choice
for Over 50 Years.”

BROWN’S MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME

Ben F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. Brown

Funeral Directors: Gary Westerman
Michael McVey

Brown Family Owned and Operated.

972-254-4242
www.brownmem.com

Church & Chapel Services
Local, Out of Town Services & Burials

Memorials
Cremation

Memories Flowers
We Provide The Personal Touch

David & Carla Davis,
Owners & Licenced Funeral Directors

972-259-7644129 S. O’Connor
Irving, TX 75060

Irving’s oldest funeral home

Saturday, Mar. 14, 2009 at Holy
Family of Nazareth Catholic
Church in Irving. Interment will be
11 a.m. Monday, March 16 at Dal-
las-Fort Worth National Cemetery.
For complete obituary, see
Donnelly’s Colonial.com.

CHARLTON
“BUBBA”  KENDRICK

 Charlton “Bubba” Kendrick, 31, of
Irving, passed away March 5, 2009.
He was born January 27, 1978 in
Bedford. Service was 11 a.m. Mon-
day, March 9 at Inglewood Bap-
tist Church, Grand Prairie. Burial
was at Oak Grove Memorial Gar-
dens, Irving. Arrangements by
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home.

OBITUARIES

35 years in Irving

G.E. Hedgecoke
40 years experience

ALL TYPES REPAIR AND REMODELING
INDOOR AND EXTERIOR PAINTING

214.908.3113

Provided by Jonathan Fordyce
Representative Linda Harper-

Brown (Irving) filed a series of bills
Tuesday aimed at significantly re-
ducing the impact of the Texas fran-
chise tax and helping to keep jobs.
A small business owner and
fourth-term legislator, Harper-
Brown has personal and profes-
sional experience on these issues,
and believes the legislation will
not only help keep the Texas
economy in the black, but also keep
Texans working.

“Rep. Harper-Brown is lead-
ing the way in promoting the right
kind of stimulus,” said Michael
Sullivan, executive director of Em-

Bills filed to keep Texas working
power Texans. “Her legislation will
free small business from onerous
taxes that are imposing such over-
whelming compliance costs.”

“We cannot as legislators, in
good conscience, continue to ig-
nore the pleas of countless Tex-
ans who have lost their busi-
nesses or lost their jobs,” Rep.
Harper-Brown said. “In the current
economic climate, it would be rep-
rehensible, at best, to simply do
nothing.”

HB 2943 gives all businesses
in Texas a 25 percent franchise tax
reduction, explicitly for “job cre-
ation and retention;”

HB 2944 cuts the current rate

of the franchise tax in half and; HB
2945 allows for any business with
a total revenue less than $1 million
an exemption from the franchise tax
for one year, starting in January.

Rep. Harper-Brown has also
filed legislation (HB 1261) to give
Texans a sales tax holiday for pur-
chasing a motor vehicle for one
weekend this year. 

“Allowing consumers this ad-
vantage would substantially in-
crease their ability to purchase a
vehicle, ultimately boosting the
market for this product and help-
ing to keep jobs,” Rep. Harper-
Brown said.

“Representative Harper-
Brown is a small business owner
who understands that you can’t
spur job creation and entrepreneur-
ship with over-taxation,” said Will
Newton, Texas Executive Director
of The National Federation of In-
dependent Business of Texas
(NFIB). “This legislation shows a
commitment to protecting the very
group that historically leads us out
of economic crisis.”

Additionally, Harper-brown

joint authored HB 127 to lower the
limitation on property appraisal in-
creases, and co-authored several
bills including HB 832, which ex-
empts payments to independent
contractors from business’ taxable
margins, HB 2534 which raises the
minimum taxable revenue to $5 mil-
lion and HB 720 which raises the
floor to $1 million.

“Her legislative package will
keep those dollars in the hands of
the people who can actually cre-
ate jobs and build us out of the
slowing economy. That’s good,
responsible public for all Texans,”

said Sullivan.
“We cannot keep crippling

the very businesses that are the
backbone of the Texas economy,”
Rep. Harper-Brown said. “Texas
created more jobs last year than
the rest of the entire nation com-
bined, but to those people who
have lost theirs, that is little con-
solation.” 

This legislation is intended to
put people back to work. 

“We’re number one in the na-
tion for a reason, and I intend on
fighting tooth and nail to keep it
that way,” she said.

Consider being kind
Provided by Mary Woodward

“Be kind, for everyone you
meet is fighting a hard battle.” –
Plato

We face stress and negativ-
ity every day of our lives. In the
midst of these trying times, it is
important to remain ahead of
pessimism’s undertow. Here’s
why:
• Kindness maintains inner peace.
Every time we practice kindness,
compassion and unconditional ac-
ceptance of others, we are rein-
forcing it within and for ourselves.
By creating greater harmony
within yourself and in your rela-
tionships, you will contribute to
creating a healthier, saner world.

• Life is brief. Time is precious, and
wasting it in defense and attack,
or in anger and fear, is regretful. 
• No one can upset us unless we
allow them to.  We can choose to
think rationally, feel calm, and act
with consideration and empathy. 
• Kindness is never wasted. Even
if the person you are dealing with
resists, you can learn to uncondi-
tionally accept yourself as well as
others. Change for a lifetime is
possible.
• Kindness is a dose of preventa-
tive medicine. It is a first-aid kit and
a healing balm. It is the “cure-all.”

Excerpted from How to Hug a
Porcupine, with a foreword by Dr.
Debbie Ellis, published by
Hatherleigh Press.
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Mungles
on Movies

Tickets on sale NOW! - Online or at the Theater
# NO PASSES * FULLY RESTRICTED

# RACE TO
WITCH MOUNTAIN    PG

11:50    2:15    4:40    7:05    9:30

# MISS MARCH    R
11:55    2:20    4:35    7:15    9:40

* WATCHMEN    R
12:20    1:30    3:10    3:40    5:00

6:30    7:00    8:20    9:45

MEDEA GOES
TO JAIL    PG13

12:00    2:45    5:15    7:45
10:20

CONFESSIONS OF
A SHOPAHOLIC    PG

1:15    3:45    6:50    9:20

THE INTERNATIONAL    R
1:45    4:30    7:20    10:10

PINK PANTHER 2    PG
1:10    3:30    6:40    9:00

HE’S JUST NOT
THAT INTO YOU    PG13
1:05    3:55    7:10    10:05

TAKEN    PG13
12:10    2:35    5:00    7:25

10:05

SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE    R
12:35    4:05    6:40    9:50

GRAN TORINO    R
12:40    4:10    6:55    9:35

Don’t just go to the movies GO HOLLYWOOD

Why wait in lines?
PUCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

musicals and plays. When you plop
down in your seat at the movies
you escape into the world that lies
before you. But in the theater it is
more about engaging with the per-
formance instead of escaping. It is
tangible. Real. And hopefully
memorable. There is an electric

pulse in the air that heightens the
senses.

As I write this it is 5 minutes
to curtain. The live orchestra, an-
other thing that makes the theater
amazing, is tuning and the subtle
sounds of the French horn and
woodwinds add to the excitement.
Soon the buzz of chatter will fade
with the house lights and we will
be off and running. In the words of
the Loony Tunes Overture… on
with the show, this is it!

The Pajama Game is the story
of a feisty union girl in a pajama
factory who falls for the new su-
perintendent. When the workers go
on strike for more money it finds
her and her new lover at odds. Full
of upbeat songs, hilarious charac-
ters and brass driven numbers it is
fast paced and quick witted. It stars
Jason Winfield and Crystal Kellogg
with a strong supporting cast.
Loriann Freda nearly steals the
show as Glady’s, the flirty secre-
tary. Her comedic timing and stage
presence is perfect.

Granted as with any musical
there are the numbers that are sub
par. The middle of act one is the
weakest part with “Hey There” and
“Her Is”. Luckily this is sandwiched
between the cutesy opening bit,
“I’m Not at All in Love” and the
splendidly sung, “There Once was
a Man”. Kellogg comes alive on the
latter, giving one of the better stage
performances to hit Dallas in some-
time. Her entire being lights up and
the energy is indisputable.

Act two begins fast and hot
with an electrifying choreographed
dance number, “Steam Heat”. This
sets the stage for the final act which
includes my favorite, “Hernando’s
Hideaway”. The brass and rhythm
section set the foundation for this
sultry number. The Pajama Game
ends on a high note and you leave
feeling like everything worked in
this production. The low points
that were there they made up for
with a fun script and fast paced
story.

The Pajama Game runs
through Sunday the 15th and for
more information and ticket infor-
mation, visit, www.liveatthemajes
tic.com.

I loved it. But what can I say, I
am a theater rat at heart. 

Matt is a member of the North Texas
Film Critics Association (NTFCA)
and hosts the weekly syndicated
Indie Rock Radio Show Spin 180.
Plus with his wife Cindy they do a
weekly radio feature, The Mungles
on Movies. For additional reviews
and interview clips visit
www.mungleshow.com.

Opinions expressed in any
commentary are those of the writer,
and not necessarily those of The Irv-
ing Rambler, the publisher, editor,
or any staff member.

Area theater provides
engaging performance

Hours of operation:
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 11-6

Saturday 11-5
Sunday 12-5

Put a PPut a PPut a PPut a PPut a Paaaaaw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearttttt
and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!

The precious pets
at the DFW Hu-
mane Society
would like to bring
a lifetime of love

Come adopt a new
family member today!

1611 W. Irving Blvd.
Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-3333

If you can’t adopt, please donate!

and happiness into your home!!

By Matt Mungle
Title: The Pajama Game

Theater, in the true sense of
the word, is not the megaplex with
ginormous screens and 20.1 sur-
round sound. It is in fact quite a bit
more intimate. That could be what
excites me most about live action

Trinity Railway Express (TRE)
passenger train No. 2900 left the
West Irving Station at approxi-
mately 5:34 a.m. on March 9 head-
ing for Dallas becoming the first
revenue service train to cross a new
bridge on the TRE corridor.

This 8,236-foot bridge repre-
sents the completion of the first
phase of a project to eliminate rail-
road crossings at Belt Line, Briery

and Story Roads and quiet zone
treatment at Irby Lane, Rogers
Road and MacArthur Road. Quiet
zones at these crossings should be
in effect by the end of April.

At the completion of the
project, Gilbert Road also will be
quiet zoned. A crossing is eligible
as a quiet zone through the instal-
lation of quad-gates—four gates
that block the entire width of the

road—or a raised median to keep
motorists from driving around the
gates The infrastructure also in-
creases safety for train crews and
passengers, as well as motorists.

The project will improve the
quality of life for Irving residents
and businesses near the rail line
between Irving and Carrollton by
eliminating the requirement to blow
horns at grade crossings, except in

an emergency. The four crossings
to be quiet zoned as part of this
project join quiet zones already in
place in the city at Wildwood Drive,
Irving Heights Boulevard, Nursery
Road and Britain Road on the TRE
corridor, as well as Britain Road,
Union Bower Road and Pioneer
Drive on the rail corridor between
Irving and Carrollton. 

A second bridge, duplicating
the new bridge, completed by De-
cember 2010 will result in a double
track corridor between the West
Irving Station and Rogers Road. A
separate project currently under

design by DART will run from the
West Irving Station across Valley
View Lane to the Dallas/Tarrant
County line and connect there with
an existing track that serves the
CentrePort/DFW Airport Station on
the TRE scheduled to be com-
pleted in 2010. These projects will
allow for safer and more reliable
TRE passenger service.

The $70 million Belt Line Grade
Separation project is funded by lo-
cal bond funds, Dallas Area Rapid
Transit, Texas Department of
Transportation and the Federal
Transit Administration.

First train crosses new Trinity Railway Express bridge



Answers for 3-7-2009

Answers for 3-7-2009 Answers for 3-7-2009

214-675-6493The Irving Rambler March 14, 2009 Page 11



March 14, 2009 www.irvingrambler.comPage 12 The Irving Rambler

425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

(972) 253-7335
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

IN GOD WE TRUST

Metro (817) 498-7079
And our new location at

310 Mitchell Rd., Mansfield, TX
Metro (817) 477-3383

Visit Our Other Locations at
5912 Denton Hwy., Watauga, TX

Serving Irving For Over 35 Years

For Take Out Call SPECIALS
EVERY
DAY!

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

“““““Where   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”””””“““““Where   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”””””

Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking

All You Can Eat Food Bar After 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters Selection

Provided by Chuck Walker
LPGA Hall of Fame Member

and 8-time LPGA Player of the Year,
Annika Sorenstam, visited with
young people from The First Tee
of Dallas on March 5. As an addi-
tion to the 2009 Guaranty Bank
Southern Methodist University
(SMU) Athletic Forum, Annika put
on an interactive, hands-on clinic
for 36 special young people from
The First Tee of Dallas.

After a full day of media inter-
views and a luncheon with hun-
dreds of SMU Athletics support-
ers, Annika made her way to the
short game clinic area where she

spoke to the young people about
her experiences growing up in golf,
demonstrated ways to hit various
short game shots, answered ques-
tions from the students, and worked
with each student individually pro-
viding tips for success in both golf
and life.

“This is unbelievable,” said
Jasper Smith, parent of two young
ladies in The First Tee of Dallas
program. “Do you realize how close
we are to Annika Sorenstam right
now? This is a priceless experience
that my girls will remember for a life-
time.”

The sentiment was echoed by

Chuck Walker, Director of Programs
with The First Tee of Dallas.

Guaranty Bank for including
the young people of The First Tee
in today’s clinic. Annika exudes the
nine core values promoted through
The First Tee and is a true ambas-
sador for the game of golf and
women’s sports in general. Her pres-
ence here today will undoubtedly
leave a lasting impression on the
students and inspire many of them
to follow and achieve their
dreams,” Mr. Walker said.

Annika provided individual
advice to each of the 36 partici-
pants, took pictures with the

LPGA Hall of FLPGA Hall of FLPGA Hall of FLPGA Hall of FLPGA Hall of Fame’ame’ame’ame’ame’s s s s s Annika Sorenstam visits The FAnnika Sorenstam visits The FAnnika Sorenstam visits The FAnnika Sorenstam visits The FAnnika Sorenstam visits The First Tirst Tirst Tirst Tirst Tee of Dallasee of Dallasee of Dallasee of Dallasee of Dallas
group, and provided each partici-
pant with an autographed photo.
Knowing that Annika is an avid
chef in her spare time, volunteers
with The First Tee of Dallas pre-

sented her with a gift basket full of
Texas spices, jalapenos, and dry
rub, along with a cookbook of fa-
mous Texas recipes at the conclu-
sion of the clinic.

More fun than math, 36 youngsters who are learning to play golf through The
First Tee Dallas left school a little early one day to attend a golf clinic with LPGA
champion Annika Sorenstam.

The Make-A-Wish Founda-
tion of North Texas presented the
2009 Race for Wishes, in  Williams
Square on March 7

“This event is a simple and en-
joyable way to fundraise for chil-
dren that deserve to have their
wishes comes true, and a great way
to unify two of the communities
that the Foundation serves,” said
Barry Smink, president and chief ex-
ecutive officer of the Make-A-Wish
Foundation of North Texas.

Race benefits childrenRace benefits childrenRace benefits childrenRace benefits childrenRace benefits children
battling medical conditionsbattling medical conditionsbattling medical conditionsbattling medical conditionsbattling medical conditions

Participants take time to stretch and
warm up prior to starting out on a fun
run walk.

The one-
mile fun run/walk
and 5k
ChampionChip®

timed run/walk
offered a day of
exercise, friendly
competition and
the chance to put
a smile on a
child’s face.
Breakfast was
provided and
several prize were
awarded, includ-
ing prizes for the
largest and top
f u n d r a i s i n g
teams.

Individuals
and teams are
encouraged to
participate.   Early
registration is $20
and children
ages 5-12 can
register for $10.
Wish Kids and

children 4 and under are free.  Par-
ticipants will be allowed to create
an interactive, personalized Web
page to track donations and
fundraise.  Sponsorship opportu-
nities are also available ranging
from $1,000 to $24,000.  Registra-
tion, sponsorship and additional
information about the 2009 Race for
Wishes can be obtained by visit-
ing www.northtexaswish.org or by
calling 214-496-9474.


