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Reliant Energy recently an-
nounced it has reached an agree-
ment to sell its Texas retail busi-
ness to NRG Energy for $287.5 mil-
lion in cash plus working capital.

“This transaction creates
value for our shareholders and
eliminates the capital requirements
of the retail business,” said Mark
Jacobs, president and chief execu-
tive officer, Reliant Energy. “Going
forward, Reliant will be well posi-
tioned, with a diversified portfolio
of generating assets, a strong bal-

ance sheet and ample liquidity. Our
board of directors continues to ex-
amine ways to enhance shareholder
value and this sale represents an
important milestone in the strate-
gic alternatives process.”

Reliant Energy will continue to
own a well-diversified portfolio of
more than 14,000 megawatts of
power generation assets. As of Feb.
13, the company had available li-
quidity of $2.0 billion, comprised
of $1.5 billion in cash and $0.5 bil-
lion of unused credit facilities ca-

pacity. On a pro-forma basis, gross
debt is expected to be approxi-
mately $3 billion.

The closing of the sale, which
is expected to occur in the second
quarter of 2009, will resolve the liti-

gation regarding Reliant’s credit
arrangements with Merrill Lynch.

Net proceeds will be offered
to secured debt holders to reduce
outstanding debt. The sale is sub-
ject to customary closing condi-

Reliant Energy to sell Texas
retail business to NRG Energy

tions, including Hart-Scott-Rodino
review.

Reliant Energy’s 1.8 million
customers in Texas will continue to

By Jess Paniszczyn
Las Colinas residents and

workers whose buildings line Lake
Caroline and her surrounding ca-
nals can rest a little easier now that
Fire Station 8 has Boat 8 to protect
lives and property. The Fire
Department’s newest piece of
equipment is designed both for
water rescue and fighting fire.

“This is the first fire boat the
Fire Department has purchased,”

said Mike Evitts, Assistant Fire
Chief. “We have rubberized rescue
boats, so we can go in the water
and find people. This is the first
one we have had that could spray
water and has a pump aboard.

“We had to come up with one
vehicle that will do a lot of differ-
ent things. It will give us the ability
to do immediate rescues and to
squirt water. It will allow us a lot of
flexibility that we don’t have now.

“The boat’s sides let down like
wings until they are almost flat with
the water, so you can come up to
somebody, put them on a
backboard in the water and then
push them up onto those wings.

“The boat also has a fire
stream (water spout) on it. We can-
not get a fire engine on the lake
side of several of the buildings built

New fire boat is ready
to protect and serve

Six local businesses in Irving were
recently honored a U.S. Chamber
of Commerce Blue Ribbon Small
Business Award. The award was

given in recognition of their dedi-
cation to excellence in several cat-
egories.

2009 Blue Ribbon Award win-
ners include:
 Big State Drug Store
Car Concepts Inc./

Rick’s Independent Car Kare
Glory House Catering
Kerri Miene State Farm
Mammen Glass & Mirror Mart, Inc.

“Winners of the Blue Ribbon
Small Business Award represent the
country’s finest business success
stories,” said the U.S. Chamber’s
President and CEO Thomas J.
Donohue. “In today’s difficult busi-
ness climate, it is especially impor-
tant to highlight those companies
that continue to excel. It is their
dedication to strong business prin-
ciples that will enable us to rebuild
our nation’s economy.”

Jo Ann Goin, owner of Glory
House Catering Company, also
won a Blue Ribbon Award last year.

“I was happily surprised to
win. I have been surprised both
times. I think because when they
say what the criteria are as far as
some of the higher up revenue
caps, we are not close to that. So
apparently they are looking for
more than just revenue. They are
looking for overall business prac-
tices and community involve-
ment.” Ms. Goin said.

Blue Ribbon Small
Business named

Provided by Jennifer Ransom Rice
To strengthen the state’s ca-

reer and technical education (CTE)
programs in public schools and
community colleges, State Senator
Florence Shapiro recently filed two
bills. Senate Bills 1312 and 1313
would provide pathways to
workforce and college readiness by
making CTE alternatives available
for more Texas students. 

“I have always maintained that
education cannot be ‘one size fits
all’,” Shapiro said. ”That is why I
have filed these two bills - to en-
courage multiple avenues to higher
education and the workforce.”

Despite high participation in
CTE courses, the quality of those
offerings varies widely across the
state. And though there are in-
stances of excellence, Texas lacks

a systemic approach to encourage
quality CTE statewide. 

“We must provide more op-
portunities for our students to have
rigorous and relevant experiences
in career and technical education
that will make them ready to suc-
ceed in the 21st century Texas
economy,” Shapiro said.

TTTTTeeeeexas lexas lexas lexas lexas legislature consider career,gislature consider career,gislature consider career,gislature consider career,gislature consider career, tech bills tech bills tech bills tech bills tech bills

Members of the Irving Fire Department take Fire Boat 8 out onto Lake Caroline.

See NRG, Page 4

See SMALL, Page 5

See BOAT, Page 6

See TEXAS, Page 9
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
March 7 at 8:30am
Race For Wishes - Make-A-Wish
Foundation of North Texas is proud
to present the 2009 Race for Wishes,
giving North Texas residents an op-
portunity to participate in commu-
nity a race that will help grant the
wishes of children battling life-
threatening medical conditions.
The race, expecting more than
1,000 participants, will be held at
Williams Square in Irving. The one-
mile fun run/walk and 5k
ChampionChip® timed run/walk of-
fers a day of exercise, friendly com-
petition and the chance to put a
smile on a child’s face.  The races
will begin at 8:30 a.m. in Irving.
Breakfast is provided and several
prizes will be awarded, including for
the largest and top fundraising
teams. Registration, sponsorship
and additional information about
the 2009 Race for Wishes can be
obtained by visiting
www.northtexaswish.org or by call-
ing 214-496-9474.

March 7 from 9am to 12:30pm
Irving Gardening Classes - Irving
residents can learn about low-main-
tenance, water-conserving land-
scaping with two free gardening
classes at the Valley View Munici-
pal Complex, 333 Valley View Lane.
Do-It-Yourself Home Landscaping
Using Native and Adaptive Plants
– 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Learn how to
create a garden that requires little
or no supplemental watering and
less maintenance. Fantastic Plants
for North Texas – 1:30 to 5 p.m. Dis-
cover quality native and adapted
plants recommended for the area.
Seating is limited and registration
is required. To sign up or for more
information, call 972-721-2772.

March 7 at 10am
Lenten Day of Spirituality in En-
glish and Spanish - The School of
Ministry at the University of Dal-
las will host a Lenten Day of Spiri-
tuality, complete with keynote
speakers and breakout sessions in
English and Spanish. The Lenten
Day in English will begin with a
keynote address titled “Pauline
Spirituality for Lent” given by Dr.
Brian Schmisek, dean of the School
of Ministry, at 10 a.m. in Lynch

Auditorium on the University of
Dallas campus (1845 E. Northgate
Dr., Irving). The Lenten Day in Span-
ish will begin with a keynote ad-
dress titled “Este es mi Hijo amado:
Escúchenlo” featuring Andrés
Aranda, director of Hispanic Pas-
toral Services for the Diocese of
Fort Worth, at 10 a.m. in the Art
History Auditorium at the Univer-
sity of Dallas. Pre-registration cost
for the event is $25 (lunch in-
cluded) while registration at the
door is $35. Both events are open
to the public.

March 7 at 3:00pm
Ready-Set-ROCK! Tour - Camp
Jam and Jamling.com Present
“Ready-Set-ROCK! Tour,” a free,
interactive event featuring “My
Mom Rocks” live band karaoke
contest, young musicians rock solo
contest and open jam session at
3:00 p.m. in Murphy Music, 940
West Airport Freeway.
Visit www.tinyurl.com/c68d4y for
more information. 

March 7 at 7:00pm
Quintessa - The River of Life
Church presents Dallas based
Christian/Pop/Rock/R&B – singer/
songwriter Quintessa at 7:00 p.m.
in the Dupree Theater, 3333 N.
MacArthur Blvd. Performing live
with her band. Quintessa’s high
energy performance and unre-
stricted freedom on stage reveals
an artist who truly believes in ev-
ery lyric of her uplifting music. $10,
972-252-2787 or www.irvingarts
center.com for tickets.

March 7 at 8:00pm
Music of the Masters - Irving Cho-
rale collaborates with Irving ISD
Children’s Honor Choir to celebrate
National Music on Our Schools
month at 8:00 p.m. in the Carpenter
Performance Hall, 3333 N.
MacArthur Blvd. $8-20, 972-252-
2787 or www.irvingartscenter.com
for tickets.

March 8 from 9am to noon
VFW Auxiliary Breakfast - Ladies
Auxiliary to VFW Post 2494 will
serve breakfast from 9 AM to Noon.
All proceeds from this breakfast will
be dedicated to the Auxiliary’s Can-

cer Aid & Research Fund.  The
public is invited to attend. Call the
Post for directions and further in-
formation. In addition, at 12:30 PM
the Junior Girls Unit will hold their
monthly meeting at the Post. Any-
one wanting further information
should call the Post at 972-790-
1611. V.F.W 2494 is located at 3375
Belt Line Road, just south of Shady
Grove.

March 9 at 7:30pm
Beta Eta Master Chapter - The Beta
Eta Master Chapter of Beta Sigma
Phi will have their March meeting
at the home of Marilyn Chandler
on at 7:30pm with Judy Pierson and
Dorothy Chandler as co-
hostess. The program presentation
will be by Darlene Johnson. Mem-
bers are encouraged to bring do-
nations for Irving Cares. For more
information, contact Wanda Dale
at 972-254-1062
 
March 10 at 7:00pm
PSA Announcement - Keving
Kass Planning and Research Man-
ager for the City of Irving, will be
giving an update on the Irving
Boulevard Corridor plans to
the Irving Downtown Association
at it’s monthly meeting at 7:00 p.m.
The meeting will be held at
the Community Building on
Jefferson Street. If you have not
had the opportunity to see this
please come join us, this meeting
is open to the public.

March 10
Irving Citizens’ Police Academy -
Those who live or work in Irving
and want to learn about what po-
lice officers do are invited to apply
for the Irving Citizens’ Police Acad-
emy. The free class is designed to
offer a behind-the-scenes glimpse
of a day in the life of a police of-
ficer and is the first step to becom-
ing an Irving Citizens on Patrol
member. Classes are presented in a
lecture setting and provide infor-
mation on the crime scene division,
criminal investigations, SWAT, K-
9 and bomb unit. Space is limited.
To receive an application, contact
Officer Lance Peikert at 972-721-
3557 or at lpeikert@cityofirving.org.

The form also can be downloaded
at www.irvingpd.com.

March 11
Free Preschool Playdate - First
United Methodist Church, 211 W.
Third—2nd floor of East Educa-
tion Building for children 18 months
through 5 yrs not in kindergarten
yet. Kites is the theme. For more
information, contact Connie 972-
252-3770.

March 12 at 7pm
Job Center Seminars at Northwest
Branch - Irving Public Library of-
fers two seminars for job-hunters
at Northwest Branch. The Résumé
Workshop at 7 p.m. reviews the
do’s and don’ts of résumé-writing
and provides templates for paper
and electronic résumés. For more
information, call 972-721-2691.

March 12 from 7 to 9pm
 Greening Your Travel - Learn
more about green travel by attend-
ing the Greening Your Travel class
from 7 to 9 p.m. at the Heritage Se-
nior Center, 200 S. Jefferson St. Par-
ticipants will discover ways to be
better stewards of the planet by
incorporating a trip plan, which in-
cludes securing the home and lo-
cating the greenest hotels. Also,

find out how to be an eco-tourist
and visit popular eco-spots across
the globe. For more information, call
972-721-2533. Register at
www.cityofirving.org/begreen.

March 13  at 8pm
All Star Evening of American Mu-
sic - The musical stylings of a sur-
prise Dallas Cowboy compliment
Irving Symphony Orchestra’s
evening of American music. Selec-
tions for this imaginative occasion
include The Irving Overture by
Lifshitz and Lincoln’s Portrait for
Narrator and Orchestra by
Copland at 8 p.m. in Carpenter Per-
formance Hall, 3333 N. MacArthur
Blvd. $36-50, 972-252-2787 or
www.irvingartscenter.com for tick-
ets.

March 13-14 at 8pm
Selections for Spring - Momentum
Dance Company returns in its 5th
season with the popular “Selec-
tions for Spring.” A gala evening
of dance with the premier of
Carmina Burana choreographed
by artistic director Jacquelyn Ralls
Forcher at 8 p.m. in the Dupree
Theater. $13-21, 972-252-2787 or
www.irvingartscenter.com for tick-
ets.

Make sure your notices are placed
in a newspaper where people will

actually see them

LEGAL NOTICES

Call 214-675-6493
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POLICE & FIRE
Aggravated Robbery:
02-27-09 at 3:25 a.m.  A
male and his female
companion had
pulled into the park-

ing lot to argue in the 6400 block of
North MacArthur when a suspect
approached their car and pointed a
gun at them demanding their wal-
let and purse. The suspect left as a
passenger in a black sedan. The
complainant notified IPD who were
able to locate the suspect and ap-
prehend them at 161 and Royal
Lane. The two were arrested no in-
juries.                                

HAZ-MAT:
02-27-09 at 5:20 p.m.  Workers reno-
vating the old Fazios building were
using gasoline to strip the flooring
and spilled a 50 gallon drum of gas
on the floor. Fumes observed by
surrounding residents were re-
ported to the Irving Fire Depart-
ment (IFD). IFD responded and ini-
tiated a HAZ-MAT situation. IFD
determined the building was an ex-
plosion risk and asked the police
to evacuate the entire streets of
Roger Williams and Bunker Hill.
IPD maintained the perimeter until
the scene was secured at 11:00 p.m.
No residents were displaced more
than briefly. No injuries.

Assist City Services:
02-27-09 at 10:00 p.m.  Patrol offic-
ers supplemented by the gang
grant officers, CID evening shift
investigators, and T.A.B.C agents,
assisted Irving City Code Enforce-
ment Health Inspections and Build-
ing Inspections officers conduct an
inspection of the Acapulco Club in
the 2700 block of W. Irving Blvd.
Both city inspectors reported sig-
nificant deficiencies in their respec-
tive inspections and TABC docu-
mented multiple violations. 

Robbery:
03-01-09 at 1:04 p.m.  A male and
two females walked into the Shell
in the 100 block of W. 183 and asked
for cigars. The clerk asked for iden-
tification from the suspects at
which time the females left the store.
The male went behind the counter

and demanded cigars and money
from the clerk stating he would kill
her if she did not comply. The male
suspect left the store with money
and cigars. Officer Neal checked
the Regal Park apartments and de-
scribed the suspects to some chil-
dren playing outside. They directed
him to an apartment. When he con-
tacted the resident she stated,
“That sounds like my daughter and
her friends and I just dropped them
off at the Laundromat.” Officer
Neal was able to locate and arrest
two of the suspects with the pro-
ceeds from the robbery in their pos-
session.        

Inmate Death:
03-02-09 at 12:23 p.m.  Jail person-
nel requested paramedics to the jail
for a Christopher Graves (35) a
White, male from Irving, who was
having chest pains.

Preliminary information is that
Mr. Graves had complained of
chest pains and paramedics were
called to the jail. Just moments be-
fore paramedics entered the jail Mr.
Graves collapsed. Paramedics im-
mediately began attempts to resus-
citate and transported him to
Baylor Hospital (Irving). He was
pronounced deceased shortly af-
ter 1:00 p.m.

At this time the exact cause of
his collapse and subsequent death
is not known. The investigation is
on-going and information or deter-
mination of a cause of death is
pending the Dallas County Medi-
cal Examiner’s ruling.

Aggravated Robberies:
03-04-09 at 10:55 p.m.  Officers re-
sponded to a robbery of an indi-
vidual in the above Benchmark
Apartment complex, suspects re-
portedly displayed a handgun. A
few minutes later a second attempt
was reported in the 3400 block of
W. Country Club. As officers were
responding, a theft from the Valero
station (Country Club and Beltline)
was reported. Officers observed in-
dividuals matching description and
gave foot chase. One was taken
into custody that was linked to the
theft, another was identified.

Irving Fire Department responded to 327 incidents.
The Fire incidents

    33  Miscellaneous Fire
and Rescue Calls

      3  Structure Fires
      2  Special Operations
       4  Vehicle Fires

Medical calls
  31 Major Accidents
  85 Major Medical
  24 Heart Attacks
  51 Difficulty Breathing
  32 Trauma Related
  12 CPR Situations

Irving Fire Department
Activity summary Feb 26 - Mar 4, 2009

Plymouth Park Shopping Cen-
ter and nearly 70 nearby homes
were evacuated when emergency
personnel found the old Fazzio’s
Department Store filled with gaso-
line fumes on Feb. 27.

Responding to a call of a
strong gasoline odor, fire fighters
could smell the fumes from several
hundred feet away. Fire fighters as-
sisted by the police immediately
evacuated 20 businesses in the
shopping center and started break-
ing out windows to ventilate the
buildings.

An investigation into the

cause revealed a cleaning crew
hired to remove the floor tiles in
the vacant department store had
been using gallons of gasoline to
soak the old adhesive mastic in an
attempt to remove it. The flammable
gasoline fumes filled the building
and surrounding area while the
gasoline mixed with the old mastic
created a flammable slurry, which
partially absorbed the gasoline and
prevented it from evaporating

The fire department brought in
Haz-Mat and requested a special
ventilation unit from the Dallas/Ft.
Worth Airport’s fire department.

Store cleaning sparks evacuationStore cleaning sparks evacuationStore cleaning sparks evacuationStore cleaning sparks evacuationStore cleaning sparks evacuation

Comments:
02-27: Ambulances went into overload twice.
03-03: Ambulances went into overload once.

online, you can click a title of inter-
est to link to the library catalog and
place a hold on the book.

Included with the BookNews
services is a list of “Authors on
the Web” links to find out more
about favorite authors. There are
also several award lists to browse
through, including the latest Na-
tional Book Awards, Oprah Book
Club selections, Pulitzer winners,
and more, which are linked to the
library’s catalog. If that’s not
enough to get your “to-be-read”
list loaded down, try the “Next
Good Book” to browse for books by
topic or genres.

Visit www.cityofirving.org/
library.for more information

fiction librarian. “The newsletters
cover nonfiction categories such
as home and garden, business, his-
tory and politics, and bestsellers;
as well as the latest fiction
bestsellers and particular fiction
genres like mysteries, romance, sci-
ence fiction/fantasy, and Christian
fiction. We also have special inter-
est newsletters covering
audiobooks, book club picks, Afri-
can-American authors, large print
books, and teen and children’s
titles.”
 New editions of the newslet-
ters are published monthly and cus-
tomers can choose to sign up for
all of the newsletters or a select few.
While viewing the newsletter

New books – we all love them.
But with all the books being pub-
lished, how do you keep up? The
Irving Public Library offers a new
service to help find that next good
book to read. BookNews, the new
reader’s advisory service, gives
access to free electronic newslet-
ters about a wide variety of books
via the library’s web site or deliv-
ered directly to your e-mail ad-
dress. Each month 20 different
newsletters are published that high-
light 4-12 books, displaying the
book jacket and a brief description
or review. 

“This is a fantastic service to
help readers find the next good
book to read,” said Karen Wong,

IrIrIrIrIrving Librarving Librarving Librarving Librarving Library introduces reader’y introduces reader’y introduces reader’y introduces reader’y introduces reader’s ads ads ads ads advisorvisorvisorvisorvisory tooly tooly tooly tooly tool
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Hours of operation:
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 11-6

Saturday 11-5
Sunday 12-5

Put a PPut a PPut a PPut a PPut a Paaaaaw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearttttt
and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!

The precious pets
at the DFW Hu-
mane Society
would like to bring
a lifetime of love

Come adopt a new
family member today!

1611 W. Irving Blvd.
Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-3333

If you can’t adopt, please donate!

and happiness into your home!!

35 years in Irving

G.E. Hedgecoke
40 years experience

ALL TYPES REPAIR AND REMODELING
INDOOR AND EXTERIOR PAINTING

214.908.3113

be served under their existing con-
tracts. Employees who primarily
support the retail business will be
transferred to NRG. The transaction
also includes the company’s brand
name, Reliant Energy. Following
the closing of the sale, the com-
pany will adopt a new name which
has not yet been determined.

“I’m proud of the work that the
Reliant Energy team has done to
create an industry-leading retail
franchise,” Jacobs said. “We are
committed to working together

with NRG to ensure a seamless tran-
sition for our customers.”

Morgan Stanley and Goldman
Sachs are serving as financial ad-
visors to Reliant Energy.

Reliant Energy is one of the
largest independent power produc-
ers in the nation with more than
14,000 megawatts of power genera-
tion capacity across the United
States. For more information, visit
www.reliant.com.
Source: Reliant Energy

Continued from page 1

By Dan Danner
It’s often been said that the

only things certain in life are death
and taxes. While people dream that
medical science may one day whip
death, few express the same hope
about taxes.

Everyone is, of course, ex-
pected to pay their fair share of
taxes, small business owners in-
cluded. These days, with the
economy in the shape it’s in, gov-
ernments at all levels are looking
harder and harder at who’s pay-
ing—or not, as the case may be.

To that end, the head of the
U.S. Justice Department’s Tax Di-
vision has warned tax attorneys
that the IRS and the Justice Depart-
ment intend to aggressively pur-
sue unpaid employment taxes owed
by business owners. The depart-
ment claims that some employers
are ripping off the IRS, using
schemes that make them easy tar-
gets for enforcement. In addition
to civil methods to recover unpaid
employment taxes, DOJ indicated
it will ramp up criminal enforcement
as well.

Small businesses, like all em-
ployers, are required by law to with-
hold federal income, Social Secu-
rity and Medicare taxes as well as
federal unemployment taxes. These
are pay-as-you-go taxes, meaning
employers can’t fall behind on pay-
ments. However, the IRS suspects
some owners are tempted to avoid
these taxes through a variety of
schemes, including paying cash
under the table, filing false payroll
tax returns, or simply failing to file
any payroll tax returns.

But one practice is drawing
particular scrutiny from the IRS—
the use of independent contrac-
tors.

Many small businesses, such
as those involved in construction,
delivery services, computer ser-
vices, cleaning services, home care
workers, and agricultural and/or
food processing, use independent
contractors rather than full- or part-
time employees. It’s a perfectly le-
gal practice that makes sense for a
number of businesses, especially
in the early stages.

The independent contractor
relationship can be good for both
employer and the worker. It helps
small business owners, especially
those in seasonal businesses or
those vulnerable to economic ups
and downs, manage variable
workloads.
 Also, many workers like the
freedoms that come along with this
kind of working relationship. And
since owners can’t keep fulltime
workers, with all the benefits that
entails, during slow periods, elimi-
nating the independent contractor
likely would result in fewer avail-
able jobs.

The IRS, though, suspects
that there is abuse, especially as
employers seek to cut costs in the

current economy, and that small
businesses are misclassifying em-
ployees as contractors.

In many cases, it’s not inten-
tional. The IRS test for classifying
employees versus independent
contractors has become more and
more complex. To make matters
worse for the small business owner,
states are now considering the
same issues, as pressure to balance
budgets drives state governments
to look for ways to maximize rev-
enues.

Small business owners need to
understand that the test of who is
an employee and who qualifies as
an independent contractor is not a
hard and fast set of rules. Rather,
the IRS uses 20 questions to weigh
the existence of certain factors that
indicate a level of control against
those factors that show indepen-
dence.

In other words, an employer-

IRS eyes independents
employee relationship exists when
the small business owner controls,
or has the right to control, the
worker performing the services, the
result of the work, and also the
means by which the result is ac-
complished. An independent con-
tractor relationship exists when the
worker independently performs
services outside of the business’
control.   

It sounds simple, but like any-
thing else connected to the tax
code, it’s not. Small business own-
ers who use, or are considering
using, independent contractors
should look for the proverbial
ounce of prevention from their tax
professional, or visit the IRS web
site, www.irs.gov/businesses/
small.

Dan Danner is president and
CEO of the National Federation of
Independent Business in Wash-
ington, D.C.

By Ryan Frey
The University of Dallas Cru-

saders recently faced the high rank-
ing Adrian College Bulldogs in Irv-
ing and came out victorious in an
8-5 game. 

The Bulldogs entered the
game ranked number 6 in the latest
D3 baseball poll, and were ranked
as high as 3rd. The win in UD’s first
game against a top 10 team so far
this year brings their season record
to 6-3. UD trailed four to one head-
ing into the bottom of the fourth
before they started their comeback.
The Crusaders added one run in

that inning and the next, before ex-
ploding for two and three runs in
the bottom of the seventh and
eighth innings.

The starting pitcher was jun-
ior Gabe Sandersius (Tempe, AZ/
Corona Del Sol), who left the game
after seven strong innings before
sophomore Philip Carkhuff
(Marietta, GA/The Lovett School)
relieved him and pitched two shut-
out frames. Sandersius struck out
eight batters, before Carkhuff came
in to shutdown the Bulldogs.
Carkhuff struck out three batters
of his own in picking up his sec-

ond win of the year. 
Among UD’s 11 hits in 33 at

bats, was an impressive triple by
Sandersius, his third of the year,
and sophomore first baseman Zach
Atkins’ (Grand Prairie, TX/South
Grand Prairie H.S.) three run
homerun that sealed the comeback
win for the Crusaders. 

Sandersius finished three for
five with two RBI and one run
scored, while Atkins went two for
four, including his sixth home run
of the year, with three RBI and three
runs scored. Also crossing the plate
for UD were senior outfielder
Michael Fattaleh (Phoenix, AZ/St.
Mary’s), senior shortstop/pitcher

Tom Fogerty (Parker CO/Ponde-
rosa H.S.), freshman outfielder
Brian Shelburne (Portsmouth, RI/
Portsmouth H.S.), and junior sec-
ond baseman Sean McSheffery
(Woodridge, IL/Downers Grove
North). They all finished with at
least one hit, and Fattaleh stole his
fourth base of the year.
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The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together.  When
you place a classified advertisement in the Rambler, we publish it
online at no additional charge. The Irving Rambler does not accept
submission of an advertisement as a commitment to publish.  Pub-
lication of an advertisement does not create an obligation to con-
tinue publishing.  The Irving Rambler reserves the right to refuse to
publish any advertisement for any reason.  Ads promoting hate
groups, or including inappropriate material will not be published.
E-mail addresses will only be published if included in the copy of
your classified ad. To purchase classified ads

pamb@irvingrambler.com

ADVERTISING PRICES

Per line  ----- $1.20                          Bold, Caps, border --- $7.00

TREE
SERVICE

TREE SERVICE!
Specializing in Stump
Grinding. Affordable
Prices. Professional
Service. Insured For

Your Protection.
Call Earl G. Wells Jr.

972-294-9158
or his helper James

972-795-9133
Large and Small Jobs

Welcome.
Let us give you a price

ASAP today.

Roommate
Available
non-smoker
pet friendly

469-867-4963

ROOMMATE
AVAILABLE

MOB Homes for rent
2+3 BR> Lot+water

included-deposit+
REF Reqd.

972-986-7100

MOBILE HOME
FOR RENT

Duplex for rent
2-11/2,w/d conn,

wbfp,appl,fenced,no
pets. 972-253-0973

DUPLEX
FOR RENT

FOR SALE-Hot
Wheels Collection-

Treasure Hunts, Final
Runs and many other
series 972-438-4522

ITEMS
FOR SALE

Ceramic Tile
Company has

excellent references.
Bath, Floors, Kitchen
20 years in business

817.685.8091
Please leave a

message.

WORK
WANTED

Project Manager/
Superintendent needed

with 3+ years
experience in solar
field construction

management.
Expertise to include
PV installation and

CSP
construction;utility
scale.Competitive
pay/benefits.Email

Solarproject@
hotmail.com

HELP
WANTED

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENTS

“I love Irving. Irving has been
really good to me from the incep-
tion of our company all the way
through. I have never had any prob-
lems or issues with the City. My
involvement with the Chamber has
been fantastic for my business. I
am proud of our city.

“In a day and age when cus-
tomer service doesn’t seem to be a
priority, friendliness, and a spirit of
excellent in business practices
pays off. National recognition is a
great payoff,” she said.

The Blue Ribbon Small Busi-
ness Award, sponsored by Sam’s
Club, was designed to honor busi-
nesses that demonstrate exemplary
performance in a variety of selec-
tion criteria including financial
growth, staff training and motiva-
tion, community involvement, cus-
tomer service, and business plan-
ning.

“We have a wonderful small
business community” said Chris E.
Wallace, president and CEO of the
Greater Irving-Las Colinas Cham-

ber of Commerce. “Over the last
two years there have been nine
Blue Ribbon winners from the U.S.
Chamber. This year we have six
Blue Ribbon winners, more than
any other city in the entire coun-
try.

“The businesses are judged
very critically in terms of whether
they meet the specific criteria set
by the U.S. Chamber. These busi-
nesses have done everything from
implementing an effective business
plan, to community involvement, to
building a team in their employee
staff. It’s really a show of national
excellence.

“We will hear in a couple of
weeks whether we have a regional
finalist or not. Last year’s regional
finalist from Irving was Mammen
Glass and Mirror. I think they have
a really good shot at becoming the
small business of the year for the
entire country,” he said.

Each of the 56 award winners
from around the country will be
honored at America’s Small Busi-
ness Summit 2009, May 11–13, in
Washington, D.C. The award is
part of the U.S. Chamber’s
America’s Small Business of the
Year Award selection process. One
Blue Ribbon Small Business will be
selected from each of seven re-
gions as a finalist for the 2009
America’s Small Business of the
Year Award. The finalists will be
announced on March 16.

“The Blue Ribbon Small Busi-
ness award means more than just
looking at the bottom line. This
award is for businesses that are
committed to supporting their em-
ployees, following best business
practices, and improving their com-
munities,” said Donohue. “These
companies have made that commit-
ment and we are proud to recog-
nize their contributions.”

The Blue Ribbon Small Busi-
ness Award was designed to honor
businesses showcasing financial
growth, significant investment in
staff training and motivation of
employees, strong community in-
volvement and customer service,
and smart business planning.
More information is available at
www.uschambersummit.com.

Provided by Dannielle Padilla
REOMAC®, a not-for-profit

trade association serving the mort-
gage default industry, announced
its board of directors for 2009.
REOMAC re-elected Shelley Kaye
as president of the organization
and named the following addi-
tional members to the executive
committee: Beatrice Davis, vice
president; Benton Neese, vice
president; Kathy Jeffers-Volk, trea-
surer; and Donna La Porte, secre-
tary.

The new board’s term is effec-
tive Jan. 1 and will also include sev-
eral other key REOMAC members.

Art Acosta, LeeAnn Axcell, Ivan
Choi, Frank Lougher, John Murray,
Cynthia Nierer, Mia Semo and Sara
Waite will all serve under Kaye for
the next year.

“It is going to be an incredible
year. This phenomenal board is full
of bright, talented professionals in
the default industry. Each board
member will boost the association
with diverse connections and in-
fluence within the industry,”
Shelley Kaye said. “We worked
hard last year to set the fore-
grounds, and now we can focus on
keeping up training and network-
ing within the organization.”
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Provided by Christine Saggese
Shermco Industries recently

donated a total of $15,000 to three
families affected by Hurricane Ike
in Orange, TX.

Shermco and its employees
donated $5,000 to each of the fami-
lies that were identified, doing so
with ten $500 Visa gift cards.

“Our thoughts are with all
those who were affected by the re-
cent hurricane,” said Ron Widup,
executive vice president of
Shermco Industries. “The damage
from Ike was unlike any seen in re-
cent history, and each family that

received our donation was a testi-
mony to the widespread devasta-
tion felt by so many on the gulf
coast, and we are happy give our
assistance in helping them through
a difficult recovery.”

Hurricane Ike marks the third
large electrical disaster recovery
operation that Shermco Industries
has been involved with in the last
18 months. The company has also
aided in recovery efforts of the Ver-
digris River Flood in Coffeyville, KS
and the Cedar River Flood in Cedar
Rapids, IA. 

Shermco Industries proShermco Industries proShermco Industries proShermco Industries proShermco Industries providesvidesvidesvidesvides
supporsupporsupporsupporsupport to Hurricane Ikt to Hurricane Ikt to Hurricane Ikt to Hurricane Ikt to Hurricane Ike victimse victimse victimse victimse victims

The Board of Trustees pre-
sented two esteemed Golden Apple
Awards, one to an individual and
one to an organization, in recogni-
tion of their outstanding contribu-

Dr. Jeff M. Livingston. Livingston
and his organization have provided
treatment and counseling to the
Irving ISD student population
since 2003, he serves on the IISD

Golden Apple Awards presented during ICE celebration
tions to students and teachers
within IISD.

The organization recognized
was Real Choices Crisis Preg-
nancy Center and center director,

district health committee, and vol-
unteers his time conducting com-
munity outreach and guest speak-
ing activities in IISD schools.
Livingston has assisted with IISD
athletic physicals, has served on
the Campus Improvement Commit-
tee for Union Bower Center for
Learning, and is a frequent speaker
for students and administrators re-
garding teen pregnancy preven-
tion.

Barbara Cardwell was recog-
nized with the individual Golden
Apple. Cardwell served on the IISD

Board of Trustees from 1974-1980
and again from 1993-2008, a total
service longer than any other
trustee in IISD history. She held the
positions of member, secretary,
vice president, and board presi-
dent, and was the first woman
elected as a school board president
in Dallas County. She has held
membership in Irving Council of
PTAs as well as local, state and
national school board association.
In 2008 an Irving Schools Founda-
tion scholarship was endowed in
her name.

Continued from page 1

The IISD Board of Trustees recognize Real Choices Crisis Pregnancy Center and center director, Dr.
Jeff M. Livingston, as the organization recipient of a 2009 Golden Apple Award.
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425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

(972) 253-7335
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

IN GOD WE TRUST

Metro (817) 498-7079
And our new location at

310 Mitchell Rd., Mansfield, TX
Metro (817) 477-3383

Visit Our Other Locations at
5912 Denton Hwy., Watauga, TX

Serving Irving For Over 35 Years

For Take Out Call SPECIALS
EVERY
DAY!

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

“““““Where   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”””””“““““Where   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”””””

Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking

All You Can Eat Food Bar After 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters Selection

FOOD & HEALTH
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beside the water. But we can now
pull the fire boat along side the
building and spray water on a fire
from the lake or the canals. The boat
allows us more flexibility during a
fire attack instead of just coming
from the street and bringing hoses

back here. And it allows us to get
to the fire quicker,” he said.

Assistant Fire Chief Rusty
Wilson ordered the boat and
worked with the manufacturer to
have it designed to meet the needs
of the Las Colinas area. The boat

was designed with a telescoping,
hard top roof, which can be low-
ered to allow the boat to pass un-
der any bridge in the canal system.

“The boat costs $115,000 and
some change,” Chief Rusty said.
“The outboard is 250. The inboard
actually runs the fire stream. It has
a 200 horse power Mercury Optimax
inboard engine. That engine does
not know if it is driving the boat
through the water or if it is just
pushing water. Harbor Guard out
of California has patented a diverter
system that transports the water to
the nozzle. The nozzle is rated for
1250 GPMs (gallons per minute). If
you were to test it, it is really put-
ting out about 1360 GPMs. You
control the fire stream with the in-
board throttle.

“The nozzle has caps on either
side. If we were to have a fire at

one of these buildings, we can pull
the boat up to the edge of the wa-
ter and tie in hand lines. And fight
the fire with hand lines just like we
would from a fire engine. We also
have a Y that connects to either
side so we can run three hand lines
at a time.

“This works just like a cen-
trifugal pump, which is the kind of
pump we use on our fire engines.
That means water just runs through
it.

“The boat can go about 43
miles per hour, though there is no
speedometer. I’m not interested in
going fast on this lake. What I am
interested in is getting out of the
hole quick. Even though it is a
pretty heavy boat, it can get out of
the hole quick.

“The body and hull of the boat
is made of a cross-woven fiber-

glass. It is double walled and filled
with flotation material between the
walls. Theoretically, this boat is un-
sinkable, but I wouldn’t try it,” he
said.

While the fire fighters at Sta-
tion 8 are excited to have a new
piece of equipment, all of the
Station’s recent events are not at
happy.

“Someone stole Beno not too
long ago,” Chief Evitts said. “Beno
was the fire dog. The fellows at Sta-
tion 8 wanted a fire dog, and I told
them, “There will be no fire dogs.”
So they got a wooden fire dog and
named him Beno. It looked like a
Dalmatian, and it was life-sized.

“Then someone stole Beno off
the front porch of the station.
Someone decided they needed it
worse. So if you have Beno, bring
him back,” he said with a tear in his
eye.

Fire Department personnel test the adjustable sides of
Fire Boat 8. The sides of the boat lower to facilitate
rescuing people from the water.

Food can make you healthier
— if you make good choices. It can
seem hard to make healthy food
choices, particularly if you are on a
budget and short on time. But there
are some simple steps you can take
to help you and your family eat
healthier.
Build a Healthier Plate

Use a grocery list when shop-
ping for food to help you choose
more fresh vegetables, fruits, and
whole grains. Buy leaner meats
(such as chicken, turkey, and lean
cuts of pork or beef such as sirloin
or chuck roast) and lower fat dairy
products like low-fat or non-fat
(skim) milk and yogurt. Buy whole

grain breads and cereals. Save
money by buying less soda, sweets
and chips or other snack foods.
Remember that special “dietetic” or
“diabetic” foods often cost extra
money and may not be much
healthier than simply following the
suggestions given here.

Also, watch the size of your
portions. You may find that you are
used to eating portions that count
as two or more servings. It helps to
be able to “eyeball” portion sizes.
Here are some guides:

Meat, fish, and poultry: 3
ounces, or about the size of the
palm of your hand or a deck of cards.
Cheese: 1 ounce, or about the size

of your thumb.
Fresh vegetables, milk and

yogurt: 1 cup, or about the size of a
tennis ball.

Bread: one slice.
Easy Ways to Make Smart

Food Choices
There are lots of ways you can

make smart choices about your own
and your family’s eating habits.
According to Ann Albright, PhD,
RD, president, Health Care and
Education of the American Diabe-
tes Association, “One of the most
important things you can do to
start eating more healthfully is to
pick one or two not-so great items
you eat frequently and find a more
nutritious substitution for those. If
you start with foods you eat more
frequently, then the change will
pack a bigger punch.”
Shop Smart

Set aside some time to plan
your weekly meals. It may seem like
a hassle at first, but having a plan
(and writing your grocery list with
it in mind) can save you time, stress,
and a lot of extra trips to the store.

Stock your pantry with plenty
of healthy basics, including brown
rice, whole grain pasta, crackers and
cereals. Remember that fresh fruits
and vegetables are usually
healthier than canned or frozen, but
it is better to have canned or fro-
zen fruits or vegetables than none
at all! When you run out, put the
items on your grocery list so you’ll
always have them on hand.

Shop only from your grocery
list. Avoid aisles that contain foods
high in calories but low in vitamins
and minerals such as candy, cook-
ies, chips and sodas. Also avoid
buying items promoted at the front
of the store, on the “end-cap” dis-
plays at the end of each aisle, or at
the cash register. These foods are
usually low in nutrition. Never
shop when you are hungry and
might be tempted by less healthy
food.
Eat Smart

Keep fruits and vegetables
washed and cut up for easy snack-
ing and steaming.

Canned and frozen vegetables
and fruits are healthful, quick and
convenient. To cut down on the so-
dium in vegetables, drain and rinse
canned vegetables with water be-
fore heating them. You can do the
same to cut down on the added
sugar in canned fruits. Better yet,
buy them packed in juice.
Learn how to “Create Your Plate.”
When serving a meal, draw an
imaginary line down the middle of
your plate and another one across.
Fill half of your plate with leafy
greens and other vegetables. Fill
one quarter with grains, like whole
grain bread or pasta or brown rice.
Then fill the last quarter with lean
protein such as chicken or fish.

Start meals with a salad or a
broth or tomato-based soup with
lots of vegetables. This helps you
eat more good-for-you veggies
while filling you up before you get
to the higher fat and calorie
courses.

Make healthy snack foods
easy to find in your kitchen. For
example, when you get home from
work or school, put some fresh car-
rots, grapes, or pretzels out on the
counter instead of having bags of
chips out.

In restaurants, ask if meats can
be grilled rather than fried, and re-
quest sauces and dressings on the
side. Remember to choose fruit,
salad, or other vegetables as side
items, rather than French fries. Or-
der a salad or soup to start and then
share an entrée. Save money, and
lots of calories, by skipping des-
sert.

Learn more about healthy eat-
ing and how it can help lower your
risk for type 2 diabetes, heart dis-
ease, and stroke. Visit
CheckUpAmerica.org or contact
the American Diabetes Association
at 1-800-DIABETES (1-800-342-
2383) or AskADA@diabetes.org.
Courtesy of ARAcontent

Smart tips for healthy eating can help make you healthier

Continued from page 1

Boat 8 increases department’s ability to fight fires



“The Newspaper Irving Reads”www.irvingrambler.com March 7, 2009

Introducing our new line of Raquel Welch wigs.
Great for fashion and convenience!

We specialize in helping people with mild and
severe hair loss from: Alopecia Areata, Male
Pattern Baldness, Chemotherapy, Medications and
Aging.

1770 West Irving Blvd #12
Irving TX 75061

972-254-4141

Discount Wigs

Memory cap offers the
ultimate in light comfort and

dependable fit.

Memory cap offers the
ultimate in light comfort and

dependable fit.

Provided by Jamie Carpen
A net 7 percent of chief finan-

cial officers (CFOs) in the Dallas/
Fort Worth area expect to add ac-
counting and finance staff in the
second quarter of 2009, according
to the most recent Robert Half In-
ternational Financial Hiring Index.
Eleven percent of executives sur-
veyed plan to add staff during the
quarter and 4 percent anticipate
reductions in personnel. The net 7
percent increase is down two
points from the area’s first-quarter
2009 forecast but nine points above
the national average.

The local results reflect a two-
quarter rolling average based on
interviews with 200 CFOs from a
stratified random sample of com-
panies in the Dallas/Fort Worth
area with 20 or more employees;
1,400 CFOs were queried for the
national data. (To view the national
results, visit www.roberthalf.com/
PressRoom.) The studies were
conducted by an independent re-
search firm and developed by Rob-
ert Half International. Robert Half
has been tracking financial hiring

distinction reflects our business
community’s success, and the
Chamber looks forward to building
upon these accomplishments.”

“No other Chamber in Texas
has that accreditation, so to get a
5-Star rating ranking in Irving is
very significant and very meaning-
ful for our hardworking staff. We
have a great partnership with the
City, the business community and
our Chamber staff. It is all working
and looking good for our commu-
nity.

“We want to do some fun
things at the Chamber in a series of

five. I don’t know what all that
means. We will have a five star cake
and a five this and a five that. This
has never been accomplished in
Irving or anywhere in North Texas.
It is quite an honor.”

The Chamber staff will be re-
ceiving the evaluation forms from
the consulting team who per-
formed the audit in the areas of
governance, finance, HR, govern-
mental affairs, program develop-
ment, technology, communica-
tions/marketing, facilities and
benchmarking. 

Irving-Las Colinas Chamber earns highest national rating
The Irving-Las Colinas Cham-

ber staff recently announced the
Chamber was reaccredited with 5
Stars from the U.S. Chamber.   

“Accreditation recognizes
chambers for their high standards
of practice, full accountability to
members, and steadfast commit-
ment to community,” said Thomas
J. Donohue, President and CEO,
U.S. Chamber of Commerce. “We
applaud the Irving-Las Colinas
Chamber for advancing these prin-
ciples of free enterprise.”

While a total of 17 chambers
were awarded some level of accredi-
tation this year, the Greater Irving-
Las Colinas Chamber was one of
only six receiving the distinguished
5-Star rating, placing it among the
top 4% of chambers nationally. The
award recognizes effective organi-
zational procedures and measures
the positive impact of a chamber
on the local business community
and region.

“We are very proud of our rat-

ing,” said Chris E. Wallace, presi-
dent and CEO of the Chamber. “The
5-Star rating is the highest honor
the U.S. Chamber bestows on local
Chambers. To be the only five star
in Texas is huge news for us and
for the State. We are very excited
about that.

One of the first Chambers ac-
credited in the country since the
inception of the program, the Irv-
ing-Las Colinas Chamber enjoyed
 a 3-Star level for many years. 

“The Irving Chamber has been
three stars since the mid-70s, so to
jump from three to five is a huge
honor. It was a great team effort.
This was a rigorous process that
lasted about eight months. There
was a huge volunteer team and a
large staff team that worked on this
for many months. My colleagues
at the Chamber are to be congratu-
lated,” Mr. Wallace said.

Over the last five years the
Chamber added significant pro-
gramming and services as well as

enhanced efficiency and opera-
tions. There are only 41 other Cham-
bers in the nation to achieve this
rating.

“From the business commu-
nity, we are very excited for the
Chamber of Commerce. It signifies
and validates what the Chamber is
and the importance of it in our com-
munity,” said Carter Holston, the
Chamber of Commerce’s board
chairman and general manager of
real estate for NEC Corporation of
America. “This award recognizes
the Chamber’s hard work on behalf
of Irving’s business community
and our member organizations.
With six of the 56 Best Small Busi-
nesses in America (more than any
other city for the second consecu-
tive year), more than 10,000 local
businesses and four Fortune 500
companies calling Irving home, Irv-
ing-Las Colinas has quickly be-
come the preeminent business ad-
dress for companies, large and
small. The U.S. Chamber’s 5-star

activity in the United States since
1992.

“Dallas/Fort Worth has a rela-
tively diverse group of industries
and is not reliant on any one sec-
tor in particular, which has helped
buoy today’s employment market,”
said Mark Malone, regional vice
president of Robert Half Interna-
tional. “As a result, financial hiring
in the Dallas/Fort Worth area is far-
ing better than in many other mar-
kets, also in part due to companies
relocating here or continuing with
their growth plans.” 

CFOs report on second-
quarter hiring outlook
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Serving Irving  families
since 1963

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas  75062

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com
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First United Methodist Church
211 W. Third St., Irving 75060

972.253.3531
www.fumcirving.org

Sundays 10:30 a.m. Sanctuary
During LENT March 1st – April 12th

No Evening Worship Service
Evening Service Resumes on April 19th

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W Airport Frwy, Irving 75062
(North side of Hwy 183 between

MacArthur & Story)
972.255.4185

www.ppumc.org
Sundays 8:30, 9:15 & 11:00am

WORSHIP

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church
1600 N. Irving Heights 75061

972.438.1431
www.oakhavenumc.org

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.

Berean Memorial Church
1000 E. Sixth Street, Irving 75060

972.438.1440
www.bereanmemorialchurch.org

Sun. 10:45am 6:30pm
Sun. School 9:30 am

First Christian Church
210 E. 6th Street, Irving 75060

972.579.0911
www.fccirving.org

Sundays
Bible Study for all ages - 9:30am

Traditional Worship - 10:45am

First Church of Christ, Scientist
2250 W. Pioneer Dr, Irving, 75061
972-253-7202   www.hhjm.com/cs

Sun & Sun school: 10am, Wed 7:30pm
Religious programs 214-447-9678

Reading Room  Mon-Sat 10 am-1 pm

North Irving Church of Christ
727 Metker St. Irving, Texas 75062

972.252.9981
Sundays Bible Study - 9:00 a.m.
Worship - 10:00 a.m. 5:00 p.m.

Wednesdays Bible Study - 7:00 p.m.

United Methodist

Calvery Church featuring

Band of Brothers
Annual “3 on 3”

Basketball Tourament
April 4, 2009 - - 10am - 4pm

Salvation Army
250 w/Grawyler Rd.
Contact: 214-499-2428

$10 per person

Join us now

Christian Science Independent Bible

Disciples of Christ

Church of Christ

Read the
Irving Rambler

online at IrvingRambler.com

By Robert Carpenter
Disturbing news reports have

appeared recently about the hard-
ships faced by Meals on Wheels
programs across the United
States. A number of programs are
struggling financially, as well as
having difficulties recruiting
enough volunteer drivers. Some
have even stopped operation.

This has understandably cre-
ated worries for those who depend
on home-delivered meals to get ad-
equate daily nutrition. It should
also concern every community.

Malnutrition among the eld-
erly is one of the most important,
yet least known health problems in
the United States. Over half of all
elderly individuals hospitalized
each year suffers from malnutrition

that either caused their illness or
prevented them from getting well. 

Many elderly lack sufficient re-
sources for nutritious daily
meals. Illness, disability, and frail-
ties related to old age may also pre-
vent them from shopping for food
and preparing their own meals. 

Senior nutrition is a problem
that needs attention. Community
support for local Meals On Wheels
programs is needed to keep the
service in operation.   

The Meals On Wheels Asso-
ciation of America has designated
the month of March for taking ac-
tion to preserve senior nutrition
programs. 

Information about how to sup-
port the Meals on Wheels program
in Dallas County can be obtained
by calling 214-689-2211.

Drop off locations include the
University of Dallas Campus (1845
E. Northgate Drive, Irving), Braniff
Communications Center, and Uni-
versity of Dallas Center for Entre-
preneurship offices (Augustine
Hall, room 117).

Clean (dry-cleaned or laun-
dered), unstained, undamaged
men’s clothing appropriate to wear
to the office are needed, such as
suits, sports coats, slacks, dress
shirts, business casual attire, ties,
shoes and belts.

For more information, contact
John Watters at
jwatters@gsm.udallas.edu.

University of Dallas clothing
drive to benefit prisoner outreach

Meals on Meals on Meals on Meals on Meals on Wheels proWheels proWheels proWheels proWheels programsgramsgramsgramsgrams
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Provided by Angela Shelley
The Coppell Education Devel-

opment Corporation recently
awarded Ranchview High School
and Barbara Bush Middle School a
grant for over $540,000 for two Lan-
guage Learning Labs that will sup-
port the learning of a second lan-
guage and facilitate the develop-
ment of increased cultural under-
standing through telecommunica-
tion capabilities. 

Ranchview High School and
Barbara Bush Middle School are in
the process of becoming official In-

ternational Baccalaureate (IB)
World Schools offering the Middle
Years Program (MYP) to all stu-
dents in grades 6-10. The IB Middle
Years Programme and its emphasis
on creating globally literate stu-
dents, who can communicate in
more than one language, was the
impetus for the grant request. Be-
ing conversant in more than one
language is an essential skill for life
in the 21st century. All students in
the MYP Programme are expected
to take coursework in a second lan-
guage every year of the six-year

 program. 
The Language Learning Lab

will provide a rich, individualized
instructional opportunity for stu-
dents as well as help them develop
listening and speaking skills.
Through the Language Learning
Labs, students will be more literate
and conversant in a second lan-
guage, thereby making them better
equipped to enter the increasingly
global workforce. 

Additionally, the grant will
provide portable equipment such
as laptops and handheld digital de-

Ranchview, Barbara Bush schools receive grant
vices that students can use at home
to extend classroom learning.
While a dedicated physical lab will
be beneficial, student language
learning will be extended beyond
the walls of the lab, and even the
school, with additional mobile tools
that will reinforce classroom
instruction. Technology such as
laptops, portable distance learning
equipment and media cart,
handheld devices, and an added

selection of web-based language
offerings will fortify language and
technology programs and provide
a wealth of opportunities for stu-
dents to see themselves as global
learners. Video conferencing and
distance learning technology is
also being provided so that stu-
dents can establish a cultural ex-
change with students around the
world.

All Irving ISD schools and
offices will be closed for stu-
dent/teacher holidays March
16-20.

The Tax Office, however,
will be open March 16, from 8

IrIrIrIrIrving ISD Spring Breakving ISD Spring Breakving ISD Spring Breakving ISD Spring Breakving ISD Spring Break
holidaholidaholidaholidaholiday closing scheduley closing scheduley closing scheduley closing scheduley closing schedule

a.m.-5 p.m. and will be closed
Tuesday-Friday.

Classes will resume and of-
fices will reopen on March 23.

Visit www.irvingisd.net/Cal-
endars/highlights.htm to view
the complete IISD calendar.

Provided by Mary Parker
The Center for Entrepreneur-

ship at the University of Dallas is
collecting new or gently-used pro-
fessional men’s clothing through

April 9 to benefit the Prison Entre-
preneurship Program (PEP) partici-
pants and graduates at the Cleve-
land Unit and Casa Blanca half-way
house in Dallas.

GOD’S CHOSEN PEOPLE
thejewishchanneliptv.net

972-795-9133 or 972-294-9158

Jewish Outreach

Pioneer Drive Baptist Church
4034 W. Pioneer Drive

Irving, Texas 75061
972.790.8828

www.pdbcirving.com
Sundays Traditional Worship

11:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
Sun. School 9:45 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study/Prayer Meeting
7:00 p.m.

Southern Baptist
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We Provide The Personal Touch
David & Carla Davis,

Owners & Licenced Funeral Directors

972-259-7644129 S. O’Connor
Irving, TX 75060

Irving’s oldest funeral home

Chapel of Roses Funeral Home

1225 E. Irving Blvd. 75060
972-554-1031

Owned & Operated by the
Chism & Crouch Families

Directors:
Charlotte Chism Waldrum
Harrell Chism
Austin E. Raney

Offering:
Traditional Funeral Services
Cremation
Military Services

www.ChapelofRosesfh.com

ACCEPTING ALL Pre-Need Funerals

Continuing
The Tradition

“The Right Choice
for Over 50 Years.”

BROWN’S MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME

Ben F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. Brown

Funeral Directors: Gary Westerman
Michael McVey

Brown Family Owned and Operated.

972-254-4242
www.brownmem.com

Church & Chapel Services
Local, Out of Town Services & Burials

Memorials
Cremation

Memories Flowers

LENORA CARTER
DANISH

Lenora Carter
Danish, passed
away March 2,
2009, wife of Dr.
John E. Danish
pastor of
Berean Memo-

rial Church who preceded her in
death in 2003. She is survived by
her four children, John Carter Dan-
ish of Irving, Stephen Edward Dan-
ish of Springfield, VA, Paul Calvin
Danish of Manhattan Island, NY,
Heidi Lynn Danish Meredith of
Stuttgart, Germany and 13 grand-
children.  Memorial Service will be
held Sunday, March 8, 2009 at 10:45
a.m. at Berean Memorial Chapel
with Mr. Leon Adkins officiating.
Private graveside service will be at
Dallas-Fort Worth National Cem-

etery. Prior to her marriage to her
husband they selected Proverbs
3:5-6 to live and dedicate their lives.
Family requests memorials to
Berean Memorial Church, 1000
Sixth Street, Irving, TX 75060.

DEBBIE
DAVENPORT

Debbie Davenport, age 52, of Irv-
ing, passed away Monday, Feb. 23,
2009. She was born July 16, 1956 in
Muncie, Indiana. Memorial Service
will be 2 p.m., Saturday, March 7th
at Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral
Home Chapel.

LILY F. LOPEZ
Lily F. Lopez, 78, of  Irving, died
Monday, March 2, 2009. Born Au-
gust 27, 1930 in Poth, TX. Funeral
Mass was 11 a.m. Friday at St.
Luke’s Catholic Church in Irving.

Burial was at Oak Grove Memorial
Gardens, Irving. Rosary was held 6
p.m. Thursday at Donnelly’s Colo-
nial Funeral Home.

ANNIE MAY
BARNETT

Annie May
Barnett, age 85,
of Irving, was re-
united with her
husband, Will-
iam C. “Bill” on

February 11, 2009. She was born
on May 26, 1923 in McKinney to
James P. Lane & Lou Vicy Elizabeth
Ham. Annie May and her husband
Bill married and moved to Irving in
1939. They were charter members
of MacArthur Boulevard Baptist
Church in Irving. Later, she at-
tended Irving Bible Fellowship (for-
merly Colonial Baptist Church. She

worked several years teaching for
the Irving School District. She is
preceded in death by her husband,
William C. Barnett, her parents, 2
brothers, James & George, 1 sister,
Juanita and 1 great-grandchild
Johnathon Harrison.  She is sur-
vived by her sister Minnie Lee and
husband Delbert of Dallas; daugh-
ter Annie Lois Harrison and hus-
band Bill of Coppell; son Tracy
Barnett of Houston and wife Janet;
4 grandchildren, Bill Harrison, Jr.

and wife Darla of Irving, Brenda
Belyeu and husband Ron of Wills
Point, Ray Harrison of Irving and
Vicki Hoerth and husband Joe of
Coppell. Great-grandchildren are
Caleb & Cassia Harrison, and
Bradford & Morgan Hoerth.
Graveside services were held at
11:00 a.m. on Saturday, February 14,
2009 at Oak Grove Memorial Gar-
dens with Nelson McKinney offi-
ciating. Visitation prior to service
was at Brown’s Memorial Funeral
Home.

Shapiro’s shared dedication to cre-
ating more opportunities for a
trained work force so Texas can
stand ready to reap significant eco-
nomic rewards.”

The bill would expand existing
career and tech programs that have
proven successful, as well as new
ones focusing on Texas’ most criti-
cal areas. The bill also provides for
scholarships for community and
technical college students as an
incentive to prepare for the critical
technology fields, and creates a
pilot program at community col-
leges to target adult basic educa-
tion students in need of develop-
mental education and dropout re-
covery. 

“Through quality CTE pro-
grams, Texas can provide relevant
alternatives to traditional educa-
tion approaches that will instill the

grants for CTE and adult basic edu-
cation programs at the state’s com-
munity colleges. 

Shapiro has worked closely
with Comptroller Susan Combs to
establish a Jobs and Education for
Texans program in this bill, to tar-
get career and technology educa-
tion programs for adults who wish
to re-enter the education pipeline. 

“Texas’ educational policies
must recognize the work force chal-
lenges and diverse needs of tomor-
row, and bolstering career-techni-
cal education will create a positive
economic impact on our state,”
Combs said. “Establishing a Jobs
and Education for Texans (JET)
Fund will support these priorities
and also offer valuable startup
funding for the necessary state-of-
the-art equipment needed in adult
education. I appreciate Sen.

Provided by Joseph Black
StoneGate Christian

Academy’s Longhorn Theatre will
present three performances of the
musical Seven Brides for Seven
Brothers on March 13 – 14. The
stage version of the musical is
based upon the classic film of the
same name which was originally
released in 1954.

This production of Seven
Brides for Seven Brothers will
showcase Courtney Benjamin
Watkins, an Academy alumnus, re-
prising her role as “Milly” from

SGCA to present musical Seven Brides for Seven Brothers
the1997 student production. She
along with current students,
alumni, and community greats
David Martin, Dennis Pratt, and
Cody Martin promise a very enter-
taining evening of theatre at a rea-
sonable price.

Performances will take place at
the SGCA Upper School (grades 7
to 12) campus located at 2833 West
Shady Grove Road. Tickets are
$7.00 in advance and $10.00 at the
door. For more information, contact
the school at 972-790-0070.

With the large number of
skilled workforce likely to retire in
the near future, the Texas economy
will soon be facing a severe short-
age. Senate Bill 1313 will prepare
students for these future workforce
opportunities by ensuring courses
are relevant to student and indus-
try needs, such as developing ap-
plied math and science alternatives
to traditional math. School districts
will be rewarded for students tak-
ing CTE courses that align K-12
with higher education and the
workforce; and certification costs
for high need, high wage, high de-
mand occupations will be pro-
vided. 

While SB 1313 is aimed at high
school students, Senate Bill 1312
focuses on adult students through

academic and technical skills
needed to succeed at both college
and the workplace,” Shapiro said.
“This new proposal will lead Texas
into the 21st Century workforce for
all our students and adults, and

give Texas an opportunity to cre-
ate partnerships between public
education, higher education, indus-
try and business.  This connection
is essential to meet our needs of
tomorrow.”

Continued from page 1

Cast members prepare for the debut of Seven Brides for Seven Brothers.

Texas may face shortage of skilled workers
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Tickets on sale NOW! - Online or at the Theater
# NO PASSES * FULLY RESTRICTED

* WATCHMEN    R
12:20    1:30    3:10    3:40    5:00
6:30    7:00    8:20    9:45    10:15

MEDEA GOES TO JAIL    PG13
12:00    2:45    5:15    7:45

10:20

THE INTERNATIONAL    R
1:45    4:30    7:20    10:10

CONFESSIONS OF
A SHOPAHOLIC    PG

1:15    3:45    6:50    9:20

PINK PANTHER 2    PG
1:10    3:30    6:40    9:00

PUSH    PG13
1:40    4:20    7:10    9:55

# STREET FIGHTER: THE
LEGEND OF CHUN-LI    PG13

12:05    2:25    4:55    7:15
9:35

HE’S JUST NOT
THAT INTO YOU    PG13
1:05    3:55    7:10    10:05

TAKEN    PG13
12:10    2:35    5:00    7:25

10:05

SLUMDOG
MILLIONAIRE    R

12:35    4:05    6:40    9:50

GRAN TORINO    R
12:40    4:10    6:55    9:35

Don’t just go to the movies GO HOLLYWOOD

Why wait in lines?
PUCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

By Matt Mungle
Title: The Watchmen
Rated: R

There has been a lot of hype
and excitement about the new
movie from 300 director, Zack
Snyder, called The Watchmen.
Based on one of the best selling
graphic novels of the past century
and with a spin on the entire way
we look at super hero films, I must
admit I was pretty intrigued. I have
never followed the comics and
never read the novels and until
about eight months ago had never
even gave it a second thought. So
I was worried going into it that I
would be on the outside looking
in. Like the first time you spend
Christmas with your in-laws. You
sort of know the names and faces
but not enough of their history to
fully interact and fit in.

Set in a fictitious 1984, The
Watchmen takes a look at what so-
ciety and true events would have

looked like had super heroes
walked among us. Told from the
perspective of Rorschach (Jackie
Earle Haley) a renegade watchman
with a grudge against the moral
decay of society. When one of their
own is killed, he tries to invoke the
help of other watchmen to find out
what is going on. All the while, Dr.
Manhattan (Billy Crudup) is trying
to do all he can to prevent the Rus-
sians from attacking us with
nuclear missiles. Seriously.

As with most graphic novels
to the big screen, I loved the look
of this film. It is gritty, grimy and
gruesomely violent. This is cer-
tainly not a super hero film for your
younger family members. It has a
dark theme with very little in the
way of redemption. Not being fa-
miliar with the characters, I am sure
I did not enjoy it as much as those
who are long time fans. Though
they do a great deal of back story
and history, I felt that I still was
watching from the outside. This
need to tell the back story also left

little time for action and plot. Even
at 2 hours and 40 minutes, I felt like
I didn’t get as much actual story
movement as I did set up and de-
velopment.

What I dug most about the film
was the amazing soundtrack and
the nostalgic look at past history.
The weaving of 70’s and 80’s mu-
sic into scenes with prominent cul-
tural and historical figures made
this at times more of a fantastic
music video instead of a superhero
film. Even subtle background songs
that many may not even recognize
would go hand in hand with the
characters emotions. So I applaud
them for that.

Rated R for strong graphic vio-
lence, sexuality, nudity and lan-
guage parents need to be careful
with their teens on this one. There
are lengthy sex scenes and quite a
bit of nudity. Though the sex
scenes are beautifully shot they are
a certainly too much for younger
viewers. Also, Dr. Manhattan never
wears any clothes. I am not sure

Mungles
on Movies

Matt is a member of the North Texas
Film Critics Association (NTFCA)
and hosts the weekly syndicated
Indie Rock Radio Show Spin 180.
Plus with his wife Cindy they do a
weekly radio feature, The Mungles
on Movies. For additional reviews
and interview clips visit
www.mungleshow.com.

Opinions expressed in any
commentary are those of the writer,
and not necessarily those of The Irv-
ing Rambler, the publisher, editor,
or any staff member.

Someone to watch over us all

Send Payment to
P.O.Box 177731, Irving, TX 75017

why, and it was never talked about.
Maybe because he is blue and not
really human he can get away with
this. But that said, his little Man-
hattan Island is on display quite
often. This may make watching
with your sons and daughters a
little awkward.

Again, not being a fan or
knowing much about The Watch-
men I have to say I found the film a
little too long with very little action
and story. It almost felt like little
bits of events pieced together to

try and make a film. I give it 2 out of
5 dangling participles.
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SAVE 25% ON ANY ONE ITEM
WITH THIS COUPON

Vitamins / Herbs / Weight Loss / Natural Foods / sports Nutrition

3401 W. Airport Freeway
Irving, TX 75062

Mon. - Sat. 9:30 - 6:00
972-252-1900

(Target Shopping Ctr - N.E. corner of Beltline & 183
coupon good through date 3-31-2009

Faculty at Lamar Middle
School collected and donated more
than 200 pairs of shoes in an effort
organized by Danielle Green, spe-
cial education teacher at Lamar, and
her sister, Navy Petty Officer Shelly
Williams-Heberger.

Williams-Heberger is stationed
at Bagram Military Base near
Kabul, Afghanistan. In September
2008, she asked her sister to help
organize a shoe drive for Afghani
civilians working at Bagram and
bringing their children for medical
care. Williams-Heberger said some
Afghanis were walking up to 30

Lamar steps up for shoe donations
miles between home and the base
without shoes.

After requesting donations
from Lamar faculty, Green received
50 pairs of shoes in the first two
days, and has sent a total of 200
pairs to Afghanistan since Octo-
ber.

In appreciation for the effort,
Williams-Heberger had an Ameri-
can flag flown over Bagram Mili-
tary Base on Veteran’s Day 2008,
then sent the flag to Lamar with a
certificate noting the flag’s signifi-
cance.

Provided by Lisa Schaumann
The price of gold is once again

selling at near all-time high
prices. That combined with tough
economic times has many people
anxious to take advantage of high
prices by selling their gold for
scrap. 

With gold parties springing up
in people’s homes and in hotel ball-
rooms across the country, and
mail-in gold businesses multiply-
ing, it is important for consumers
to become educated about the gold
market before selling their gold.

“If consumers don’t know
what they have and approximately
what it is worth,” said Margaret
Olsen, Accredited Senior Appraiser
of the American Society of Ap-
praisers, “they have absolutely no
idea if they are getting a fair value
for their gold.”

Start by looking for a stamp
on the back of the jewelry which
lists the karats: 24 karat gold is .999
pure, 18 karat gold is .750 pure, 14

karat gold is .583 pure and 10 karat
gold is .417 pure. It is important to
note that not all gold jewelry con-
tains the exact purity that is on the
stamp. Gold from other countries
may be less pure than stamped and
older 14 karat jewelry, like that pro-
duced in the 1970’s and earlier, may
have a purity of 13.5 karats.

Next find out the current prices
of gold by looking at Web sites like
Kitco.com. The price is quoted per
troy ounce. A troy ounce is 31.1
grams. To get the price per gram,
divide the daily price of gold by
31.1 grams and you will get the price
for a gram of 24 karat gold. Most
items are not pure gold so if you
have 18, 14, or 10 karat gold it will
be worth less.

Ask the jeweler what percent-
age they take from the sale and
what percentage the metal refinery
takes and then you will have an
idea of what you should be paid.

“It really is a bit complicated
for the average person to know ex-

actly what they have to begin with
and to do the math to figure out
what they should be paid,” said
Olsen. “That is why it is really im-
portant to deal with a reputable lo-
cal jeweler with ties to the commu-
nity.”

Also, take time to assess
whether selling gold jewelry for
scrap is the best option. Broken or
mismatched jewelry are the best
candidates to be melted
down. However, many pieces have
more value when sold whole to an
estate jeweler or buyer. Pieces from
well known designers, well crafted
antique pieces, or pieces with gem
stones should be valued because
melting them down may not be the
best option.

For consumers who want to
have a piece of jewelry appraised,
they should choose an appraiser
who is an accredited member of a
nationally recognized appraisal or-
ganization, such as the American
Society of Appraisers, as well as a

Graduate Gemologist of the
Gemological Institute of America
(GIA) or the Gemmological Asso-
ciation of Great Britain (FGA). For
gold coins and bars, ask an accred-
ited gold appraiser or

numismatist. Also, ask about an
appraiser’s credentials and make
sure they are still active.

To learn more about apprais-
als, consumers can log on to
www.appraisers.org.

Consumers should be cautious when selling gold jewelry

Read the newspaper online
www.irvingrambler.com

Danielle Green displays an
American flag that flew over
Bagram Military Base near
Kabul, Afghanistan.


