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41/2 % Full Service
(3 % to selling office)

Call
Jack Spurlock Realtors

972.259.8558
35years in Irving

Thinking of selling? 41/2 % Full Service
See Ad on page 6 for more information

Our new Listing Fee:

By Jess Paniszczyn
Since 1959, the United States

Postal Services (USPS) has man-
aged the Irving Downtown Station
located at 125 W 3rd St. Following
months of consideration, the Postal
Service recently decided to close
the Downtown Station. Currently
the services offered through the
Downtown Station are planned to
be moved to the Irving Main Post
Office located at 2701 W Irving Blvd
in the Plymouth Park Shopping
Center.

“The Postal Service lost $2.8
billion dollars in revenue in FY
2008, and processed 9 billion
fewer pieces of mail than it did the
previous year,”said McKinney
Boyd,USPS Spokesperson. “Pro-
jections for this year reflect
a possible loss of $6 billion dollars
in revenue and an additional loss
of 15 billion pieces of mail. Our
losses require us to merge as
many postal operations as possible
to manage cost, and maintain ser-

est professional standards of jour-
nalism.

As of January 2009, Texas had
517 paid-circulation newspapers in
publication, 86 dailies and 431
weeklies and semiweeklies. The
3.76 million combined circulation
proves that Texans continue to rely
on newspapers as their primary
source of news and advertising in-
formation.

By Jess Paniszczyn
Camels, bears, whales, dogs,

cats and a number of other fun,
whimsical creatures have been cre-
ated by Stuff ‘N’ Nonsense for chil-
dren treated at the Emergency De-
partment of Baylor Medical Center
at Irving. For the past 35 years, a
group of women from the First Pres-
byterian Church have hand-made
and donated more than 14,000 of
these stuffed animals as part of the
church’s outreach mission.

After years of dedicated ser-
vice to the community, age, infir-
mity and death have caused the
ladies’ group to dwindle to a few
remaining participants. Bowing to
the realities of time, Stuff ‘N’ Non-
sense will cease producing stuffed
animals in May.
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“Peggy Miller, a member of our
church, started the project back in
the ‘70s. She was a volunteer at the
hospital, and she saw the need for
the stuffed animals. She said the
kids seem to be scared when they
come in. She thought little stuffed
toys would calm them down and
make them more comfortable,” said
Rosemary Johnson, chairwoman of
Stuff ‘N’ Nonsense.

“We create and donate 40
stuffed animals a month. I think we
have made over 14,000 stuffed ani-
mals since the beginning. We are
probably on the second generation
of kids who have received these.

“It has been a need all of these
years, otherwise we would have
fizzled out by now. But the nurses
and all encourage us to keep them

coming. I think they are sorry we
are having to quit.”

Time has taken its toll on the
Stuff ‘N’ Nonsense ladies and their
fellow church members.

“We started with about 12
members in the group. Now we are
lucky to have four or five come to a
meeting. So many of our members
have died or gone to a nursing
home. I’m 89 years old, and they
are all my age,” she said. “We can’t
keep on doing it, so we are going
to quit.

“I was hoping maybe some-
body would continue this tradition.
But I think our whole church is
playing out. We are an old, old
church and everybody in it is get-

The Irving Rambler joins Texas Press Association
TPA plays an important role as

an advocate for the public’s right
to know in the passage of open
government legislation. When First
Amendment rights have been
threatened, TPA has entered into
lawsuits and assisted in funding
 the cost of related legal briefs.

Active membership in the TPA
is limited to only those newspapers
that meet the legal criteria spelled

out by Texas statutes and that
qualify for periodical mailing privi-
leges from the United States Postal
Service.

Texas newspaper executives
are proud of their association.
They honor the high standards for
quality in newspapers set by TPA’s
founders more than 125 years ago.

For more information on the
TPA, visit www.texaspress.com.

Ladies outreach stops
creating animals for children

Provided by Michelle Releford
The exit ramp from south-

bound Loop 12 (LP 12) to west-
bound State Highway 183 (SH 183)
will begin at 9 p.m. April 24 through
6 a.m. April 27 for removal and re-
placement of the ramp and shoul-

der.
This is a small maintenance

project that will replace deteriorat-
ing concrete pavement at that lo-
cation, facilitating future construc-
tion on the interchanges around the
old Texas Stadium site.

Message boards have been
placed notifying motorists of the
detour and detour signs will be in
place to guide motorists around the
exit. Irving Police will be on hand
to direct motorists through the de-
tour.

The first of these “Diamond
Interchange” projects will build a
new interchange and approaches
at SH 114 and LP 12. That project
was awarded to the Zachry/
Sinocola Consortium for $224 Mil-
lion. It is expected to be complete
in the fourth quarter of 2012.

For additional transportation
related information, visit
www.txdot.gov.

Downtown post office to close

As The Irving Rambler con-
tinue growing while providing the
citizens of Irving a quality news
source, the newspaper recently be-
came a member of the Texas Press
Association (TPA).

Established in 1880, the TPA
is a trade organization represent-
ing more than 500 member news-
papers in the state. Since TPA’s be-
ginning, its members have stood
together, working toward the high-

See 35, Page 4

The Irving Downtown Station post office’s days are numbered following 50 years of providing postal
services to residents.

See RESIDENTS, Page 6
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The entire contents of this newspaper are the sole property of The
Irving Rambler, Inc., with all rights reserved. Reproduction or use,
without permission, of editorial or graphic content in any manner is
prohibited.

If you have an upcoming event, game scores, a press release, or
interesting story, please let us know.  The Irving Rambler encourages
submission of articles, facts, and photographs pertaining to the people,
life, business, and entertainment of Irving, Texas.

The Irving Rambler is published weekly by Irving Rambler, Inc.,
P.O. Box 177731, Irving, TX 75017.

Irving Rambler.
The Publication of columnists’ views, as well as advertising, does

not constitute endorsement. The Irving Rambler reserves the right to
reject or edit any advertising.  The Irving Rambler, its publisher, and
editor are not responsible for errors in advertising.

The Irving Rambler Volume 6 Issue 17 is published weekly for
$25 dollars a year by The Irving Rambler, Inc.  627 S. Rogers, Irving,
TX 75060. Periodicals postage prices paid at Irving, Texas. POST-
MASTER: Send address changes to The Irving Rambler, P.O. Box
177731, Irving, TX 75017.

You can subscribe to The Irving Rambler for $25 per year. The
Irving Rambler is also distributed throughout Irving in businesses and
public areas.

Deadline for the submission of articles and advertising is noon
Monday, prior to the publication date.  All submitted articles are subject
to editing.  Opinions expressed in submitted advertisements, articles,
editorial, or commentary are those of the writer, and not necessarily those
of The Irving Rambler, the publisher, editor, or any staff member. All
articles, press releases, photographs and other materials submitted be-
come the property of The

Irving Fire Department responded to 317 incidents.
The Fire incidents

     73  Miscellaneous Fire
and Rescue Calls

      2  Structure Fires
      2  Special Operations
       1  Vehicle Fires

Medical calls
  18 Major Accidents
  88 Major Medical
  34 Heart Attacks
  35 Difficulty Breathing
  40 Trauma Related
  24 CPR Situations

Irving Fire Department
Activity summary April 16 - 22, 2009
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and the suspects were not located.

Aggravated Robbery (Individual):
04-22-09 at 7:00 p.m.  The victim
reported that as he was pumping
gasoline at the Quick Track Store,
1427 W. Shady Grove, when he was
approached by two males asking
for a cigarette.  He refused them,
and one suspect asked for his
money.  The victim again refused
and a fight began. The suspects
stole his wallet during the fight.
The victim then drove home and
later realized that he had been
stabbed.  He was taken to the hos-
pital with a non-life threatening
wound.

 and a 20-year sentence for the ag-
gravated assault charge.

The murder case of his brother,
Oscar Valadez has not yet gone to
trial.

Homicide Update
On 09-08-07, officers responded to a

disturbance call at the Broadmoore Apart-
ments (3200 block of W, Country Club Dr,)
where it was reported that a man had threat-
ened another with a knife.

Officers located a 21-year-old man that
had been assaulted, and he led them to the
apartment where the assault had occurred.
When they entered the apartment, the of-
ficers found a female inside deceased from
an apparent stab wound to her upper body.
Upon further investigation into the assault
and homicide, detectives believe that there
were possibly two suspects that entered the
apartment and attacked the couple. One sus-
pect was identified as the ex-husband of the
deceased female. An arrest warrant was is-
sued for one of the suspects, Jose Valdez
(38) of Grapevine for the aggravated assault
of the 21-year-old man that had initially con-
tacted the police.

This is a follow-up to a 2007 murder and
aggravated assault case. The trial and pun-
ishment phase of Jose Valadez regarding the

Aggravated Robbery:
04-17-09 at 11:58 p.m.
A suspect entered
Story Donuts in the
3700 block of N. Story

Rd. The suspect displayed a
weapon and took money from the
register. The suspect then jumped
into vehicle being driven by sec-
ond suspect and fled.

Aggravated Robbery: 04-17-09 at
4:35 p.m.  A suspect entered Taco
Bell in the 100 block of SH 183. The
suspect took money from the re-
porting party as he was counting
his till while in his office. Employ-
ees advised seeing a gun as the
suspect fled out of the store.

Structure Fire: 04-19-09 at 8:41
p.m.  Officers responded to a struc-

ture fire with IFD at Irving Place
Apartments in the 1000 block of
Metker. Apartment # 2 was on fire.
Four other apartments were dam-
aged from smoke and/or water.
There were no injuries and the dis-
placed residents were given shel-
ter. The cause of the fire is under
investigation by IFD.

Robbery: 04-20-09 at 12:05 a.m.  A
Domino’s pizza delivery man was
in the Park Square Apartments to
deliver a large order. He was struck
from behind and his company prod-
ucts were stolen. The complainant
was struck several times by the
suspect. Treatment was refused

murder of his estranged wife, Alma Rico, and the aggravated assault of
Omar Laredo has been concluded with Jose Valadez (Rico’s estranged
husband), being found guilty on both counts.

Jose Valadez received a sentence of 99-years to life for the murder

Jose Valadez

Oscar Valadez
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April 25 from 8am - 4pm
Dog Wash - Groom & Zoom Dog
Wash is hosting a dog wash event
to benefit dog arthritis relief at 4127
North Story Rd. Irving from 8am –
4pm. Dog wash with donation.

April 25 from 9am -2pm
Car Wash - MacArthur Band
Boosters are sponsoring a car
wash from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. at Burger
King located at 2525 W. Airport
Freeway in Irving.

April 25  from 9am -4pm
Spring Carnival - Several past and
present members of the Dallas Po-
lice Department’s Homicide Divi-
sion are joining forces to help out
at the StoneGate Christian
Academy’s spring carnival. These
real life heroes will be meeting chil-
dren showing a positive image for
the police department. The carni-
val is from 9 AM to 4 PM at the
StoneGate Christian Academy El-
ementary School Campus, 2232
W.5th Street, Irving.

April 25 from 10am to 3pm
Earth Day Event - Residents are
invited to attend Irving’s Earth Day
Event from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Sam
Houston Trail Park, 101 E. Inter-
state Highway 635. Enjoy music,
healthy food, children and adult
activities, and nature hikes. Visit
with eco-vendors and crafters, buy
local produce at the Eat Green
DFW Farmers Market, fly kites
and tour the newest addition to
Campión Trails.

April 25 from 1pm - 4pm
Festival of Friendship - Best Bud-
dies Texas and the University of
Dallas are hosting the 2nd Annual
Festival of Friendship to celebrate
the power of friendship in the lives
of people with intellectual disabili-
ties on the UD campus lawn (1845
E. Northgate Dr.) in Irving from 1-4
p.m. The Festival of Friendship will
begin with a 1-mile Buddy Walk
followed by live entertainment,
food, activity booths, and awards.
The registration fee for the 1-mile
Buddy Walk is $25 and includes
entrance into the festival. Festival
entrance is $5 and includes food,
beverages, and access to all ac-
tivities.

April 25  at 7pm
I Wish I Had Waited - The Irving
Black Arts Council will present, I
Wish I Had Waited, a theatrical
performance at 7 p.m. in Carpenter
Hall at the Irving Arts Center lo-
cated at 3333 N. MacArthur Blvd,
Irving. I Wish I Had Waited,
crosses all racial, social, and eco-
nomical boundaries. It is a perfor-
mance the ending is thought pro-
voking and unpredictable. It helps
open the lines of communication
and reminds teens of the conse-
quences of poor decisions.  This
performance is targeted toward
teenagers ages 13-19 and the
adults in their lives. Tickets for the
performance are $10 and can be
purchased at the Irving Arts Box
Center at 972-252-ARTS or online
at www.bulldog.ci.irving.tx.us/
scripts/max/10.1.1.13-2000/
maxweb.exe .

April 27  at 9:30am
Book Review Club - The Twenti-
eth Century Book Review Club
will meet at 9:30 a.m. at the Garden
and Arts Center, 906 Senter St. 
Gayle Brink will review The prize

winner of defiance Ohio by Perry
Ryan.

April 28 at 2pm
Job Center Workshops - Central
Library, 801 W. Irving Blvd., will
hold free daily workshops at 2 p.m.
from April 28-May 1 to help resi-
dents with acquiring the necessary
skills to land a job in today’s mar-
ketplace. Call 972-721-2608.

April 28  at 11:30am
Irving Women’s Network - The
Irving Women’s Network, a net-
working group for business
women and community volunteers
will hold its luncheon meeting at
the Hackberry Creek Country Club
at 1901 W. Royal Oak Lane begin-
ning at 11:30 a.m. The keynote
speaker will be local business
woman Susan Abar who will dis-
cuss managing change with ex-
amples of the five windows of
change. The cost for the luncheon
is $17.00 inclusive.  Reservations
are required and a “reservation
made is a reservation paid” unless
cancelled prior to the time to make
reservations expires. Make reser-
vations with Pam Knight by call-
ing 972-262-2317 or e-mailing her
at pfaye@mgfpersonalsecretary
.com on or before April 24, 2009 at
10:00 a.m. If your reservation is
made after this time or if no-reser-
vation is made, the cost will be
$20.00.

April 28
Republican Club
Irving GOP Republican Club meet-
ing will be held at the Irving Com-
munity Building, 135 South
Jefferson Street, Irving. James
Capra will speak about the Mexi-
can drug cartel violence along our
border with Mexico, drug activity
and gangs in Texas. 

April 29 at  7:00pm
Youth Orchestra’s Season Finale
- The Lone Star Youth Orchestra’s
Season Finale, “Repertoire That
Rocks!” will take place 7:00 pm at
the Irving Arts Center. Maestro
Drew Johnson will conduct stu-
dents from all over the DFW
Metroplex, performing selections
from compositions by Beethoven
and Saint-Saëns. Lone Star Youth
Orchestra Concerto Competition

winner Lib Harris will perform
Handel’s ‘Concerto for Harp and
Orchestra.’ Runner up, Tahlla Tay-
lor will present Weber’s ‘Concerto
for Clarinet.’ Tickets can be pur-
chased at the Irving Arts Center
ticket office, $10 adults and $5 stu-
dents.

April 30  from noon to 1pm
Bereavement Luncheon - Regina
Franklin-Basye, founder of Re-
membering Mom: The Barbara
Franklin Cancer Foundation, will
speak on “Healing By Remember-
ing” at the bereavement luncheon
hosted by the Visiting Nurse As-
sociation. The luncheon is from
noon to 1 p.m. at the Church of the
Incarnation on 3966 McKinney
Avenue in Dallas. There is no cost
to attend the luncheon, but reser-
vations are requested and can be
made through April 28 by calling
214-689-2633.

May 1  at 7:30pm
Irving Silvertones - The Irving
Silvertones with guest choir, the
Irving Children’s Choir, will present
a” Musical Tribute to
America.” The concert will feature

a children’s choir and a senior
adults choir in a joint concert of
patriotic, pop and classics music.
The Irving Silvertones is a city
choir of senior adults. The Irving
Children’s Choir consists of el-
ementary students throughout the
district. The concert will conclude
with a joint choir presentation of
“America, the Beautiful.” The con-
cert will be held at 7:30 p.m. at Oak
View Baptist in Irving, 1004 S.
Story. The concert is free to the
public. For more information con-
tact Woody Schober at 972-790-
4101.

May 1-2 from 10am to 6pm
Pet Adopt-a-Thon - Irving Animal
Services will host its annual pet
Adopt-a-Thon from 10 a.m. to 6
p.m. A variety of puppies, kittens,
purebred dogs and older pets in
need of a second chance for a new
home will be available for
adoption. A list of adoptable ani-
mals at the shelter is available at
www.cityofirving.org under
“Online Services.” The Irving Ani-
mal Shelter is located at 100 N. Bri-
ery Road. For more information,
call 972-721-2256.

April 27-May 5
Early Voting - Irving voters will
seat three City Council members
in this year’s election. Early vot-
ing will run from April 27-May 5.
Incumbent Lewis Patrick is run-
ning uncontested for the Place 4
seat on the City Council. Candi-
dates for Place 6 (in ballot order)
are Bola Ayanbule and incumbent
Rick Stopfer. Candidates for Place
8 are incumbent Joe Philipp and
Don Van Slyke. Early voting times
and locations are as follows:
Early Voting Hours:
April 27-May 1 – 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
May 2-8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
May 3-1 to 6 p.m.
May 4-5 – 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
 
Early Voting Locations:
City Hall, 825 W. Irving Blvd.
Irving Arts Center, 3333 N.
MacArthur Blvd.
Valley Ranch Library, 401
Cimarron Trail

Election Day voting will be
held from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. May 9.
Visit www.cityofirving.org for list
of polling locations. For more in-
formation, call the City Secretary’s
Office at 972-721-2493.



Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W Airport Frwy, Irving 75062
(North side of Hwy 183 between

MacArthur & Story)
972.255.4185

www.ppumc.org
Sundays 8:30, 9:15 & 11:00am

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church
1600 N. Irving Heights 75061

972.438.1431
www.oakhavenumc.org

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.

First United Methodist Church
211 W. Third St., Irving 75060

972.253.3531
www.fumcirving.org

Sundays 10:30 a.m. Sanctuary
During LENT March 1st – April 12th

No Evening Worship Service
Evening Service Resumes on April 19th

Pioneer Drive Baptist Church
4034 W. Pioneer Drive

Irving, Texas 75061
972.790.8828

www.pdbcirving.com
Sundays Traditional Worship

11:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
Sun. School 9:45 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study/Prayer Meeting
7:00 p.m.

Southern Baptist

Berean Memorial Church
1000 E. Sixth Street, Irving 75060

972.438.1440
www.bereanmemorialchurch.org

Sun. 10:45am 6:30pm
Sun. School 9:30 am

First Christian Church
210 E. 6th Street, Irving 75060

972.579.0911
www.fccirving.org

Sundays
Bible Study for all ages - 9:30am

Traditional Worship - 10:45am

North Irving Church of Christ
727 Metker St. Irving, Texas 75062

972.252.9981
Sundays Bible Study - 9:00 a.m.
Worship - 10:00 a.m. 5:00 p.m.

Wednesdays Bible Study - 7:00 p.m.

First Church of Christ, Scientist
2250 W. Pioneer Dr, Irving, 75061
972-253-7202   www.hhjm.com/cs

Sun & Sun school: 10am, Wed 7:30pm
Religious programs 214-447-9678

Reading Room  Mon-Sat 10 am-1 pm

JEWISH CHANNEL
thejewishchanneliptv.net

P.O. Box 154712
Irving, Texas 75015-4712

DONATE to a good cause!
214.541.7150 or 972-600-9291

homeland_missions@yahoo.com

Jewish Outreach United Methodist

Independent Bible

Disciples of ChristChristian Science

Church of Christ

WORSHIP

United Methodist
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has stayed with us a lot of years.
Through all of the changes we
have continued to create these ani-
mals.

“Ending this project will be a
sad thing. There is no doubt it has
been worthwhile.”

During the last 10 years,
Michelle Underwood, the Emer-
gency Department Supervisor for
Baylor Medical Center at Irving,
has seen the healing power of the
toys donated by Stuff ‘N’ Non-
sense.

“I think it has been a pretty
amazing contribution to the com-
munity. They have been dedicated
for all these years to serving pa-
tients who present to the emer-
gency department,” Ms.
Underwood said. “Mostly children
benefit from the stuffed animals.
But we have had adults that have
benefited as well. When patients
come in during a crisis situation,
anything we can give them that will
give them comfort or reassurance
is always a benefit.

“We see a pretty high pediat-
ric population through this emer-
gency department. About 30 to 35
percent of our patients are pediat-
ric. Many times children are scared,
fearful and in an unknown situa-
tion when they come into the emer-
gency department. There are a lot
of big people around them, asking
questions and interrupting their
space. We can provide them with
something that is fun, soft and like
a toy that can reduce their anxiety.”

For years, each of the hand-
made animals created by Stuff ‘N’
Nonsense has embodied a love for
children and the community.

“It is incredible that they have
been so dedicated, loyal and very
passionate about making a differ-
ence for children and to the hospi-
tal. The love and passion to serve
is in every one of those little ani-
mals they made with their hands. I
don’t know a child who doesn’t
love something soft, cute and in
an animal shape.

“This group of women should
really be recognized. The commu-
nity has been so blessed for many
years. We are happy we were able
to be a part of their contribution,”
she said.

The Emergency Department is
looking for new volunteer groups
that wish to make a positive contri-
bution to children and families in
crisis.

“I think we will be impacted
when they discontinue the pro-
gram. However, there are always
other organizations looking to
serve. So hopefully we will find a
group that will be as dedicated to
be able to help us with that need.

“We welcome any way the commu-
nity is interested in getting in-
volved with the hospital and the
patients we serve. The community
can serve through churches, vol-
unteering, hand-made toys with
anything that is of comfort to a
person experiencing a crisis or
grief,” Ms. Underwood said.

have so much, but perhaps some
of them kept the toys,” Ms.
Leibensberger said.

“There will be very few things
that will last this long. It is one of
the church’s mission projects that

The ladies divide the tasks of
creating the animals. Some women
cut out patterns, others embroider
the faces while different ladies sew.
Once a month, the group meets to
stuff the animals.

“There are 30 or so different
patterns. And the toys look differ-
ent even if the pattern is the same,
because the materials are all differ-
ent.

“I think giving the toys has
been very heartwarming over the
years. And the once a month get-
togethers are nice. We have the
name, Stuff ‘N’ Nonsense. The
nonsense is the talking we do while
we stuff the animals,” Ms. Johnson
said.

Continued from page 1

35 years of communty service comes to end
Dorothy Leibensberger has

volunteered with Stuff ‘N’ Non-
sense for several years.

“It has meant a lot to the fami-
lies. I hope some of the children
kept their stuffed animals. Children

ting old. This next month, I’m hav-
ing our members out here for lunch,
and that will be our last meeting.”

Over the years the need for the
stuffed toys has not diminished,
though, the response from the fami-
lies of recipients is more infrequent.

“We used to get thank you
notes all the time from the parents
and even grandparents. But we
never do anymore. Nobody ever
thanks us for them. They all have a
label on the back that says ‘Lov-
ingly made for you by the women
of the First Presbyterian Church,
Irving.’ They could address thank
you notes to the church, which
they used to do,” she said.

FREE CONCERT
Friday, May 1, 2009 at 7:30pm

Oakview Baptist Church
1004 S. Story

present

Students from The Academy
of Irving ISD who participate in
Health Occupations Students of
America (HOSA) and SkillsUSA
won top awards at the state level
April 1-6.

The Academy senior HOSA

chapter was awarded outstanding
chapter at the organization’s state
leadership conference in McAllen.
Eleven of the Academy’s 19 club
members qualified for national com-
petition in various events related
to the healthcare field. Students

won five individual and team med-
als and Anthony Anosike qualified
to take the Kaiser Permanente
Healthcare Issues Exam. Academy
HOSA students qualifying for na-
tional competition will attend the
national leadership conference in

Nashville, TN, June 24-27.
SkillsUSA participants from

the Academy, and one from
Ratteree Career Development Cen-
ter, attended state competition in
Corpus Christi. The eighteen stu-
dents won several first and second

place awards in advertising design,
hospitality & culinary arts, ad-
vanced technology, and auto colli-
sion repair. Superior excellence cer-
tificates were also presented to
students in several categories.

Academy HOSA, SkillsUSA students win at state

Spending some time with their little friends, Dorothy Leibensberger,
Rosemary Johnson and the ladies of Stuff ‘N’ Nonsense are prepar-
ing the last donation of handmade, stuffed animals for donation to the
Emergency Department of Baylor Medical Center at Irving.
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W A N T E D
GOLF EQUIPMENT

The Irving Rambler is accepting
donations of golf equipment for
The First Tee of Dallas to provide

to kids participating in
their programs.

     The mission of  The First Tee of  Dallas
is to impact the lives of young people in
Dallas by providing learning facilities and
educational programs that promote
character development and life-enhancing
values through the game of  golf.
     Its vision is to provide young people

of  all socioeconomic backgrounds, an opportunity to develop, through golf
and character-education, a core set of  life-enhancing values such as honesty,
integrity, respect, and perseverance.
     In 1997, the World Golf  Foundation created The First Tee for the purpose
of  provding affordable access to everyone, especially kids, who otherwise
might not have an opportunity to play and enjoy the game of golf.
     The First Tee of  Dallas is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. For financial
support go to www.thefirstteedallas.org or call 214.954.4402

To donate equipment:
Call The Irving Rambler
at 214-675-6493

Call Jack Spurlock Realtors
972.259.8558

35years in Irving

We are slashing our prices to the bone...
(FOR YOU)

Thinking of selling?

Our new Listing Fee:41/2 % Full Service

SPURLOCK “STIMULUS”
Package

Examples:    $100,000 - $1,500 in savings
$1,000,000 - $15,000 in savings

We are doing our little part
to help you save money

(3 % to selling office)

For the next 6 months, we are offering
MLS !!!!! Internet !!!!! webpage !!!!! Co-Star
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vice. Plans call for the Postal Ser-
vice to transfer retail and delivery
operations from the Irving Down-
town Station to the
Irving Main Post Office, which is
only 1.8 miles away. We believe
customers will experience a mini-
mal impact, when the downtown
station closes.”

Other than the change in loca-
tion, the Postal Service believes
customers and employees will see
few noticeable changes.

“Customers’ post office box
numbers and Zip Codes will not
change. Postal management will
continue to review letter carrier
routes, and make adjustments to
improve efficiency and reduce
costs. However, the home delivery
for south Irving residents will not
be affected.  

“Postal employees working at
the Downtown Station will con-
tinue to work in Irving,” he said.

“Congress requires the Postal
Service to provide universal service
to all customers. It also mandates
that USPS remains efficient, and
use astute business principles to
manage cost, budget and produc-
tivity. With the financial impacts we
face, we ask all of our customers to
understand that we have no choice
but to relocate the Irving Down-
town Station to the Irving Main
Post Office.”

The Irving Downtown Station
is contained in a leased building.
USPS’ current lease contract ends
on July 30. Although, the Postal
Service could continue to lease the
building on a month to month ba-
sis.

“This initiative is still under re-
view by senior postal management
and no specific date to close the
Irving Downtown Station has been
established at this time,” Mr. Boyd
said.  

Customers of the Irving
Downtown Station are not very
enthusiastic about the impending
closure of their local post office.

“I have been here since 1943. I have
been using this post office since
they opened it,” Mike Nowlin said.

“I don’t think it is very nice
that we will have to go down to the
post office at Plymouth Park. Gas
costs too much to go out there to
do all your mailing. You have to
drive further all the time.

“I live off of Balleywood and
Irving Heights. You don’t put mail
in your mail box around here.
People will come around and steal
it. The little kids walk past the
house on their way to school, and
they will take the mail out.

“With all the money the Post
Office has, they could build a new
building here,” he said.

“I think it is terrible that they
are closing the Downtown Post Of-
fice. Now everyone has to go out
of their way to go to the post of-
fice,” J.D. Phillips said.

“I don’t go to the post office
at Plymouth Park,” Ann Smith.
“That one is really out of my way. I
don’t go over there very often.

“I leave from work and go
straight to the post office on Main
Street. I have been going to that
post office for almost 21 years. It is
so much easier for me. And the
people at the Downtown Post Of-
fice are so much friendlier.

“I am absolutely sad to see our
post office go. I think they need to
change that. Please don’t close the
post office in downtown,” she said.

 “I think it is a bunch of bull,”
Larry Taylor said. “That is the
Downtown Post Office, and it has
been there since 1959. They are talk-
ing about improving downtown,
and they are taking the post office
out?

“I have lived here all my life.
My business, Taylor’s Summit Elec-
tric, is down here. My grand-dad
started the business in downtown

Irving in1947. I have watched
downtown slowly slip away over
the years. Why are we losing our
downtown? I already feel we have
lost north Irving, because that is
all Las Colinas now,” he said.

“My office is three blocks
away, and that is where our post
office box is,” Fawn Taylor said. “I
have to go to the post office every
day. Going to Plymouth Park will
be completely inconvenient.

“What about the people on
the east side of Irving? We already
don’t have grocery stores. Now we
are not going to have a post office
either. I think it is terrible.”

Provided by Britni Freiboth
Texas drivers and passengers

should always wear their seat belts
or be ready to face the conse-
quences. That is the message that
state, county, and local law enforce-
ment will be sending this May, as
they buckle down on all motorists
not buckling up with a special fo-
cus on teens.

According to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation’s National
Highway Traffic Safety Administra-
tion (NHTSA), teenage drivers and
passengers still have not gotten
the message about the importance
of wearing a safety belt and are the

least likely group to buckle up. In
Texas, half of the 338 teen passen-
ger vehicle occupants, ages 16-20,
killed in motor vehicle crashes in
2007 were unrestrained. At the time
of the fatal crash, restraint use was
known, but not exploited. In fact,
motor vehicle crashes are the lead-
ing cause of death for 15- to 20-
year-olds in America.

“Too many of our youngest
drivers and passengers still take the
attitude that a serious crash will
never happen to them, but these
tragedies can and do happen all the
time,” Lt. Scott Bratcher of the Dal-
las Police Department said. “Teens

may be getting ready for summer
break, but our officers will be giv-
ing no breaks to people caught not
wearing their safety belts. We hope
this event will serve as an eye-open-
ing reminder to these teens about
the consequences of their actions
behind the wheel.”

In an effort to save more lives,
beginning May 11, Dallas and
Tarrant County-area law enforce-
ment is joining with other state and
local law enforcement agencies
throughout Texas to step up safety
belt enforcement during May with
increased patrols and other special
Click It or Ticket efforts to help
ensure that more people, especially
teens, always wear their safety belts
when driving or riding in a motor
vehicle. NHTSA research shows
that 14.3 percent of 15- to 19-year-
olds in Texas do not buckle up.

Before the law enforcement
blitz begins, officers will be reward-
ing those teens “seen” wearing
their safety belts. Starting April 20,
law enforcement will be handing
out incentives for young drivers
using their safety belts – including
coupons for free food from area
fast food restaurants and cards
with information about free music
downloads available on www.click
itorticketmusic.com. Visitors to the
Web site can watch a rollover simu-
lation video and download free
songs from thirteen Texas artists
including Paul Wall, Blue October,
Bowling For Soup and Corey Mor-
row.

Regular safety belt use is the
single most effective way to pro-
tect people and to reduce fatalities
in motor vehicle crashes. Nation-
ally, of the passenger vehicle oc-

cupants involved in a fatal crash in
2007, the 72 percent that survived
the crash were restrained.

“Unfortunately too many
Texas motorists still need a tough
reminder that wearing a safety belt
is the absolute best way to protect
themselves during a crash, so our
officers are going to be out in force
cracking down on those who are
not buckled up,” said Bratcher. “To
help save more lives on Texas’ road-
ways, we’re going to make sure
both teens and adults understand
that wearing your safety belt costs
you nothing, but not wearing it
could cost you a ticket, or worse -
your life.

“No more exceptions. No more
excuses. We want all drivers and
passengers to always remember to
buckle up day and night,” he said.

DFW law enforcement buckling down on teens not buckling up

Continued from page 1

Residents unhappResidents unhappResidents unhappResidents unhappResidents unhappy about losing post officey about losing post officey about losing post officey about losing post officey about losing post office



BIZ BRIEFS
A business activity report by the Irving Economic Development Partnership.
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PILOT FREIGHT SERVICES
COMES TO IRVING

Pilot Freight Services, a full-service trans-
portation and logistics provider, leased
46,500 square feet at 2611 Regent Boulevard
in Irving’s DFW Freeport submarket.
Twinrose’s Regent I is a 256,500 square-foot,
Class A industrial building completed in Janu-
ary in the International Commerce Park.
Twinrose’s building was chosen because of
its proximity to D/FW International Airport
and its foreign trade zone status.

KIMBERLY-CLARK
ACQUIRES JACKSON PRODUCTS

Irving-based Kimberly-Clark, a Fortune 500
company, has acquired Jackson Products, a
company that produces welding safety prod-
ucts.  Jackson Products was based in
Fenton, MO and manufactures welding hel-
mets, protective eyewear and other welding
safety equipment.

EXXON MOBIL
Exxon Mobil regained the top spot on the
2008 Fortune 500 list of the 500 biggest pub-
licly traded companies, based on revenue.
This is despite the sharp fall in oil prices;
Exxon Mobil also was the most profitable,
earning $45.2 billion last year.

IRVING UNEMPLOYMENT
COMPARES WITH STATE

Irving’s unemployment increased slightly in
March going to 6.8% from 6.7% in February;
unemployment was at 5.6% in December.  The
unemployment rate across the State of Texas
is 6.7%.

IRVING AUDIO-VISUAL
COMPANIES STAND OUT

The Whitlock Group was recognized by the
Dallas Business Journal as the largest au-
dio-visual equipment supplier in the
Metroplex.  Fusion Productions was also
recognized as one of the largest audio-vi-
sual production companies in the Metroplex.

NORTH LAKE COLLEGE
SOUTH CAMPUS GRAND OPENING

April 29, 10:00 a.m., will be the grand open-
ing and ribbon cutting for the new North
Lake College South Campus at 1081 Shady
Grove at MacArthur Blvd.  The public is in-
vited to participate.

UPCOMING BUSINESS
RECOGNITION OPPORTUNITIES

The Dallas Business Journal has several up-
coming events for recognizing the best com-
panies in the Metroplex.  CFO of the Year –
Preliminary nominations due by April 25.  The
Chamber encourages all its member busi-
nesses to consider applying for these
awards.  For additional information and to
nominate your company, go to http://
dallas.bizjournals.com/dallas/.  The Dallas
Morning News is also seeking to identify
the Top Work Places for 2009 - registration
deadline is May 15.  To qualify for this award,
a business must have 50 employees and has
been in business before December 2007.

2009 NEIGHBORS CHOICE AWARDS
This is the final week to vote for the 2009
Neighbors Choice Awards.  Vote for your fa-
vorite places to dine and shop to support
our Chamber members.  Go to http://
www.neighborsgo.com/vote and submit
your vote.

LAZARUS RETIRING
FROM UNIVERSITY OF DALLAS

Dr. Frank M. Lazarus has announced his re-
tirement as President of the University of
Dallas effective December 31, 2009.  Dr.
Lazarus became President of UD in July 2004.
The Trustees granted Dr. Lazarus a pre-re-
tirement sabbatical, which will begin on Sept.
1, 2009, and during which time he will teach
and conduct a research project in his field of
Greek archaeology and architecture.  Interim
leadership at the University will be vested in
two highly regarded administrators:  Robert
Galecke, currently executive vice president,
who will serve as interim president, and Dr.
Bill Berry, currently executive vice president
and provost, who will serve as interim chan-
cellor.  In addition, a national search for the
University’s new president will begin before
the end of the current academic year.

IRVING SCHOOLS FOUNDATION
NAMES EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

The Irving Schools Foundation selected a
former MacArthur High School graduate,
Mandy Hamilton, to be Executive Director for
the Foundation.  Hamilton brings non-profit
experience having served in various capaci-
ties at Best Buddies International, American
Heart Association and most recently as na-
tional director for Irving-based Mothers
Against Drunk Driving (MADD).  Following
graduation in 1994 from MacArthur, she at-
tended Kilgore Junior College before com-
pleting her degree at the University of North
Texas.

KIMBERLY-CLARK
ADDS GREEN PRODUCTS

Kimberly-Clark, whose global headquarters
are in Irving, has added a new line of prod-
ucts from recycled fibers.  The new Scott
Naturals products include family bath tissue,
towels, napkins and flushable wipe products.

AND THE WINNER IS…
The Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber
hosted its 77th Annual Awards Celebration
presented by Time Warner Cable on April 22
at the Studios at Las Colinas. The winners
are
1. Technology Leadership Council Partner of
the Year
· WaveTwo, LLC.
2. Economic Development Partner of the Year
· Barry Henry, Crow Holdings
3. Commercial Developer of the Year
· Opus West
4. Commercial Broker of the Year
· Pat O’Keefe
5. Residential Realtor of the Year
· Donna Wall, RE/MAX DFW
6. Corridor Enhancement Award
· North Lake College-South Campus
7. Outstanding Chamber Corporate Partner
· Reliant Energy
8. Ambassador of the Year
· Shirley Dobson, Representative Linda
Harper-Brown
9. Irving Sister Cities International Outstand-
ing Volunteer Awards
· Myrna Mercer, Mercer Company
10. Small Business of the Year
· Glory House Catering
11. Chamber Volunteer of the Year
· Kitty Baker, Irving Senior Arts
· Jeff Youngblood, FASTSIGNS Irving/Las
Colinas
12. Chamber’s Most Valuable Player
· Nancy Brown
Mustang Legacy Award – Allstate Insurance Com-
pany
Chairman’s Award – Mike Overby, Express Em-
ployment Solutions

REATA GAINS FINANCING
FOR CLINICAL TRIALS

Irving-based Reata Pharmaceuticals has re-
ceived an infusion of $32 million that will al-
low the company to proceed to Phase 2b of
clinical trials of a new drug for the treatment
of chronic kidney disease in diabetics.  The
funding will allow the company to test the
effectiveness of the drug in approximately 200
individuals across the country.  There are no
other drugs on the market that can stop or
reverse the chronic kidney disease developed
by diabetics.  If the trials continue their suc-
cessful progression, it could become avail-
able to the public in 2012.  It has the potential
of becoming a “blockbuster” drug with world-
wide sales of $5 - $10 billion.

METROPLEX’S LARGEST
GENERAL CONTRACTORS

In a survey by the Dallas Business Journal,
two Irving general contractors were recog-
nized for being among the largest in the
Metroplex:  Satterfield & Pontikes Construc-
tion Inc. and EMJ Corp.

US-MEXICO CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE GRAND OPENING

The US-Mexico Chamber of Commerce and
the US-Mexico Cultural & Educational Foun-
dation will be hosting a grand opening and
ribbon cutting of their North American head-
quarters on May 4, 10:00 a.m. at , 207
Mandalay Canal.  RSVP to Martha Guevara
at martha@usmcoc.org before May 1. A
group of distinguished Mexican and U.S. busi-
nessmen established the United States-
Mexico Chamber of Commerce (USMCOC) in
1973 as a 501 (c) (6) non-profit business as-
sociation chartered in Washington D.C.  The
coalition of businessmen created a bilateral
organization to promote trade, investment and
joint ventures on both sides of the border.
Now in its third decade of operation, the
Chamber has grown into a unique non-profit
corporation operating through ten offices in
Mexico and ten offices in the United States.
All chapters and offices, with strong local
membership and international contacts, help
businesses bridge differences in legal, regu-
latory and economic systems, as well as lan-
guage and culture.  The Chamber will be host-
ing a grand opening and ribbon cutting on
May 4, 10:00 a.m. at their new offices.  RSVP
to Martha Guevara at martha@usmcoc.org by
May 1.

The Irving Economic Development
Partnership would like to thank
the following entities for their

continued support and investment
in our program:

ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

INVESTORS

Strategic InvestorStrategic InvestorStrategic InvestorStrategic InvestorStrategic Investor
City of Irving

Irving Convention & Visitors Bureau
Las Colinas Marketing Alliance

TIAA Realty, Inc. / Cousins
US-Mexico Chamber of Commerce

Chairman’s InvestorChairman’s InvestorChairman’s InvestorChairman’s InvestorChairman’s Investor
American Airlines

Aviall, Inc.
ExxonMobil

Flowserve Corporation
Microsoft

NEC Corporation of America
RIM

President’s InvestorPresident’s InvestorPresident’s InvestorPresident’s InvestorPresident’s Investor
AboveNet

Allstate Insurance
Atmos Energy

Citi
Comerica Bank

Delsite Biotechnologies, Inc.
DeVry University

EF Johnson Technologies, Inc.
Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP

IBM
Las Colinas Country Club

North Lake College
Oncor Electric Delivery

Optim Energy, LLC
Reliant Energy

Time Warner Cable
WaveTwo LLC

Commercial RealCommercial RealCommercial RealCommercial RealCommercial Real
Estate InvestorEstate InvestorEstate InvestorEstate InvestorEstate Investor

Archon Group
Coldwell Banker

Crow Holdings / Apollo Real Estate
Granite Properties
Jones Lang LaSalle

KDC
Koll Development Company

PS Business Parks
The Woodmont Company

Triple L Management Corporation

Partner InvestorPartner InvestorPartner InvestorPartner InvestorPartner Investor
Avaya

Chesapeake Energy Corporation
Classic Fare Catering

Compass Bank
Driver Pipeline Co., Inc.

Imlach Group
Irving ISD

Knight Security Systems, LLC
Las Colinas Medical Center

Mammen Glass & Mirror
Medco Health Solutions

Northop Grumman
Office Resource Group

Quantum Custom Homes
Sam’s Club

Signal Metal Industries

To see a list of all of our
investors or to share in the
benefits enjoyed by these

entities go to
www.IrvingChamber.com

Please contact the
Chamber at

214.217.8484 if we
can assist you.

Main Office
5221 N. O’Connor Blvd., Ste. 100

Irving, TX 75039
Heritage District Office

301 W. Irving Blvd.
Irving TX 75060

Biz Briefs is provided by the Greater
Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of

Commerce which is solely responsible
for its content.



425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

(972) 253-7335
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

IN GOD WE TRUST

Metro (817) 498-7079
And our new location at

310 Mitchell Rd., Mansfield, TX
Metro (817) 477-3383

Visit Our Other Locations at
5912 Denton Hwy., Watauga, TX

Serving Irving For Over 35 Years

For Take Out Call SPECIALS
EVERY
DAY!

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

“““““Where   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”””””“““““Where   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”””””

Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking

All You Can Eat Food Bar After 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters Selection
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House and cottage on 1.3 acres of
wooded lot in country-like neighbor-
hood! House is 2/1 with built-in van-
ity with two sinks in bathroom, lots of
cabinets; washer/dryer connections,
lots of storage in kitchen. Central heat/
AC, gas water heater, ceiling fans.
Large built-in desk with built-in shelv-
ing above. Large living and dining
area! Windows across entire back of
house looking at the trees! Lots of
closets! Covered patio breezeway
between house and garage - great for
outdoor dining - nice breezes. Cot-
tage is 1/1 with full kitchen, all elec-
tric. Large living and dining area. Lots
of windows! Large covered porch for
sitting. Great for home office. Water
and lawn care included in rent.
PLEASE CALL 972.841.0318.

FOR
RENT

You are invited to attend
Irving GOP Republican Club

April Meeting

United States Department of Justice Drug Enforce-
ment Administration. Special Agent in Charge -
Dallas Division - James L. Capra

Time:
7pm, Tuesday, April 28

Place:
Irving Community Building

(Located at 135 S. Jefferson in old downtown Irving)
Contact

Rose Cannaday - (972) 871-0019 - rcannaday@verizon.net
Leah Hayden - Leah.Hayden@yahoo.com

Margaret Lopez - (972)570-8322
James Dickens - (972) 998-6311

Steve Hillier - (972)253-9191

Provided by Whitney Munselle
Celebrating Earth Day, Kroger

is encouraging customers to design
a reusable shopping bag for the
second consecutive year through
its online competition – Design a
Reusable Shopping Bag Contest.
The winner of the contest will re-
ceive a $1,000 Kroger gift card and
a chance to see their bag design
sold in stores. Four finalists will be
awarded $250 Kroger gift cards and
five runners-up will receive $100
Kroger gift cards. 

Through May 15, customers
can create their designs and vote
on their favorite entries online at
www.kroger.com/green. Anyone
who designs a bag through
Kroger’s Design a Reusable Shop-
ping Bag Contest and has a valid
shopper card will receive an elec-
tronic coupon loaded directly to
their card for a free reusable bag
($0.99 value), where valid. Kroger
has also partnered with CafePress
so that designers can purchase a
reusable bag featuring their design.

Every reusable bag has the po-
tential to save 1,000 plastic bags
over its lifetime.

“Helping to sustain the envi-
ronment and serve our communi-
ties is part of Kroger’s core
values. We partner with our cus-
tomers and associates to offer
choices that can make a real differ-

ence in the lives of our customers
and their families every day,” said
Bill Breetz, president of the Kroger
Southwest Division. 

Kroger also announced con-
tinued progress in several areas
that support the company’s ongo-
ing commitment to green living and
sustainability:

Customers have responded
enthusiastically to Kroger’s efforts
to encourage them to use more re-
usable bags.  Kroger’s family of
stores sold more than six million
reusable bags last year.  These col-
orful, low-cost bags are quickly
becoming household staples with
multiple uses.  Every reusable bag
has the potential to save 1,000 plas-
tic bags over its lifetime.

Last year, Kroger’s family of
stores – together with its custom-
ers – recycled more than 16 million
pounds of plastic. In addition, as-
sociates in every area of Kroger’s
business helped recycle nearly one
billion pounds of corrugated card-
board and paper last year.

Kroger’s efforts to reduce en-
ergy use in its stores, plants, ware-
houses and offices continue to
yield strong results. Since 2000,
Kroger associates have saved
enough energy to power every
single-family home in Seattle for an
entire year. 

Due to growing concerns and
customer feedback regarding
Bisphenol A (BPA), all reusable and
disposable baby bottles sold in
Kroger’s family of stores are now
BPA-free.  In addition, Kroger has
removed other infant products
containing BPA including pacifiers,
toddler drinking cups and utensils
from sale.

Kroger works toward greater
environmental sustainability

Provided by Ali Adams
For 10 weeks, North Lake Col-

lege practiced a new set of the
“three Rs” – reduce, reuse, recycle
– and scored big for the “Green
Team,” finishing first in the Waste
Minimization category of the
RecycleMania competition for the
second consecutive year.

“We cannot think of a better
way to kick off Earth Day than be-
ing honored for our sustainable ef-
forts,” said Dr. Herlinda Glasscock,
President of North Lake College.
“North Lake is committed to pro-
moting programs that challenge
students and employees to help
find the balance between social,
economic and environmental priori-
ties and serving as a role model for
our community.”

From Jan. 18 to March 28, this
10-week challenge ignites college
rivalries, rallying students, faculty
and staff to increase on-campus
recycling rates beyond their colle-
giate competitors. More than 69.4
million pounds of recyclables and
organics were recovered from more
than 500 colleges and universities
across the country.

The Waste Minimization cat-
egory focuses on overall waste re-
duction instead of just recycling.
Schools compete to see who can
generate the lowest amount of to-
tal waste per capita. North Lake
averaged 1,791 pounds of recycled
materials per week and 5,529
pounds of trash. This averaged to
1.09 pounds of waste per person,
per week. During the 2008 compe-
tition, North Lake averaged 1.25
pounds per person, per week – and
improvement of 0.16 pounds per
week, per person.

“The students, faculty and
staff of North Lake College worked
extremely hard during the 10 weeks
of competition – and continue to
work hard to recycle and reduce
waste throughout the year,” said
Steve Schellenberg, Assistant Di-
rector of Facilities Services at
North Lake College and advisor for
the RecycleMania effort. “It is a
huge honor for us to finish first
again. Since we are competing with
schools, large and small, from
across the country it is a thrill to be
recognized for our efforts.”

RecycleMania was launched
in 2001 as a friendly challenge be-
tween Ohio University and Miami
University to increase recycling on
their campuses. For complete con-
test background and details, visit
the RecycleMania Web site at
www.recyclemaniacs.org.

North Lake College wins
national RecycleMania title

Provided by Kay Killen
On the heels of its successful

2008 “Don’t Serve Alcohol To
Teens” campaign, the Texas Hos-
pitality Association (THA) is spon-
soring two statewide poster design
and slogan contests to fight un-
derage drinking and to promote al-
cohol responsibility

The first contest is for Texas
high school seniors and the sec-
ond is for college and university
students 21 years and older.

THA will award two $5,000

The two winners will be deter-
mined by a vote of each Texas Leg-
islative office and a presentation
ceremony is planned during the
closing days of this legislative ses-
sion.

Complete details on the THA
poster contest are available on the
THA web site:
www.TexasHospitalityAssociation.com.

scholarships to the two students
who design the best poster and slo-
gan.

The theme for the high school
students is “Underage drinking
(under 21) in Texas is against the
law.” For the college, university
and technical students the theme
will be: “A beer (12 oz), mixed drink
(1.5 oz liquor) and glass of wine (5
oz) each contain the same amount
of alcohol.”

“THA is pleased to sponsor
this poster contest and scholar-

ships, because only through el-
evating the facts about alcohol can
we educate the public, and espe-
cially teenagers, about alcohol
awareness,” said Ricky Knox,
president of THA.

The two winning posters will
be distributed statewide to estab-
lishments selling or serving alco-
hol.

The contest is open to Texas

 high school seniors and registered
college and university students
over 21 years of age. Artwork must
be an original design and may be
computer or electronically gener-
ated, hand drawn or photographed.

Participating students will
have until May 8 to design and
submit their poster and slogan to
THA. Ten finalists will be selected
in each category.

Hospitality association sponsors poster contest

Pinman, the trophy awarded to
the first place winner in the
Waste Minimization category of
RecycleMania is the pride of
North Lake College.
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Hours of operation:
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 11-6

Saturday 11-5
Sunday 12-5

Put a PPut a PPut a PPut a PPut a Paaaaaw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearttttt
and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!

The precious pets
at the DFW Hu-
mane Society
would like to bring
a lifetime of love

Come adopt a new
family member today!

1611 W. Irving Blvd.
Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-3333

If you can’t adopt, please donate!

and happiness into your home!!

Irving Fire Department receives a charitable donation of teddy bears from Beta Beta Sorority on March
24. Beta Beta Sorority members (front from left) Julie Mitchel, Rachel Morgan (president) and Evelyn T.
Clifton are pictured with Fire Department members (second row from left) Gerard Thompson, Zach Tyre,
Richard Burkhalter, Laurence Clifton, Chief Mario Molina, (back from left) John Arnold, Teddy Jones,
Daniel Chow, Grant Blake and Steve Deutsch.

Provided by Jennifer Wilson
The Irving Arts Center will

host Family Funday, Art in the Gar-
den and the annual Texas & Neigh-
bors awards reception on April 26.

The events are free and open
to the public. Family Funday and
Art in the Garden will take place

from 2-4 p.m., and the reception is
scheduled from 2-5 p.m.

During Family Funday chil-
dren will work with art instructor
Carleen Michener to create a paint-
ing and calligraphy masterpiece.
All supplies are provided. Patrons
are also invited to peruse the Sculp-

ture Garden and visit with local art-
ists as they demonstrate and sell
their work during Art in the Gar-
den. Painting, jewelry, ceramics and
more will be available for purchase.

In addition, the Irving Art As-
sociation and Irving Arts Center
will present the awards ceremony
and reception for the 24th Annual
Texas and Neighbors Regional Art
Exhibition. Complimentary appetiz-
ers and refreshments will be
served, and patrons will be treated
to a selection of floral arrangements

Family Funday, Art in the Garden and
exhibit reception scheduled Sunday

depicting the winning artwork,
courtesy of the Chocolate Rose.

The juried art contest features
award-winning artwork from artists
in five states including Texas, Loui-
siana, Oklahoma, New Mexico and
Arkansas. The show will be on dis-
play in the Main Gallery from April
25 to May 23.

The Irving Arts Center is lo-
cated at 3333 N. MacArthur Blvd.
For more information, visit
www.irvingartscenter.com or call
972-252-7558.

Sorority donates bears to fire deparSorority donates bears to fire deparSorority donates bears to fire deparSorority donates bears to fire deparSorority donates bears to fire departmenttmenttmenttmenttment

Kenna Tanaka concentrates as she creates a pop-up card with the
help of dad, Yoshi, during Family Funday at the Irving Arts Center.

Art Students Draw Winning Scores

Residents, businesses, groups
and organizations can help keep
the streets of Irving free of litter
through Keep Irving Beautiful’s
Adopt-a-Spot program.

“The Adopt-a-Spot program is
an exciting form of community ser-
vice and leadership,” Rick Hose,

KIB coordinator said. “The domino
effects of the Adopt-a-Spot pro-
gram are far reaching. Research
shows that people who pick up lit-
ter are less likely to litter. In addi-
tion, volunteers help set the ex-
ample for other residents who will
want to join in the fight against lit-

ter.”
Selecting a spot is the first

step to becoming a KIB Adopt-a-
Spot volunteer. Adoptable loca-
tions include public areas or spe-
cific streets. Volunteers choose
cleanup site, days and times. Pro-
gram participants are given a safety

Irving provides incentive to cleanup
crews through adopt-a-spot program

vest, litter picker and a starter sup-
ply of litter and recycle bags.
Signage featuring the name of the
spot sponsor will be posted to the
adopted site.

For more information, call
Keep Irving Beautiful at 972-721-
2175.
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found that over the last 150 years,
the rate of U.S. hurricane landfalls
has actually been declining.

Indeed, many in the scientific
community have begun to speak
out against climate-change hyste-
ria. Noted physicist Freeman
Dyson, for example, blames “lousy
science” on global warming for
“distracting public attention” from
“more serious and more immediate
dangers to the planet.”

Among those other dangers
is pollution. But America has
achieved remarkable success in
curbing pollutants, particularly air-
borne ones. The Environmental
Protection Agency reports that the
nation’s total emissions of six com-
mon air pollutants — including
carbon monoxide, sulfur dioxide,
and lead — dropped 41 percent
from 1990 and 2007. And the atmo-
spheric level of chemicals harmful
to the ozone fell 12 percent from
1995 through 2006.

Even Los Angeles — the most
polluted city in America — has
cleaner air. According to the Ameri-
can Lung Association, Los Ange-
les has experienced a 27 percent
drop in particle pollution over the
last decade.

There’s good news on the
ground, too.

Rainforests are regenerating
on previously cleared land
throughout the world. Scientists
in Central America recently esti-
mated that for every acre of
rainforest cut down annually, more
than 50 acres of new forest are
growing in once-barren tropical
areas.

In the United States, water
quality is improving. Last year, re-
searchers from the U.S. Geologi-
cal Survey sampled 17 major water
sources and tested for 258 differ-
ent man-made chemicals, includ-
ing pesticides and herbicides. The
annual mean concentration of
chemicals in all samples was less
than the human-health benchmark.
Roughly half the chemicals were
not present at all in the samples
tested.

Cleaner air and water have
contributed to the recovery of
many marginalized animal commu-
nities.

The Northern Rockies’ grey
wolf population has jumped from
66 to nearly 1,500 over the last 13
years. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service describes the repopulation
as “a remarkable conservation
success story” and is in the pro-
cess of removing the animal from
the Endangered Species List.

The Lake Erie water snake —
currently classified as a “threat-
ened” species — has also staged
a comeback. Since 1988, the
snake’s population has jumped
tenfold, from 1,200 to 12,000.

Recent polls revealed that 58
percent of respondents declined
to identify themselves as environ-
mentalists. By contrast, 78 percent
of those interviewed identified
themselves as environmentalists
as recently as 1991.

This Earth Day ought to be a
day of celebration — not conster-
nation. America has made tremen-
dous strides in making the planet
cleaner and safer.

Sally C. Pipes is president and
CEO of the Pacific Research Insti-
tute, which publishes the Index of
Leading Environmental Indicators
each year on Earth Day.

 By Sally C. Pipes
What would Earth Day be

without handwringing over the
supposedly dire state of the
planet?

Concern over climate change
seems to have reached a fever
pitch. And the American economy
has been fingered as the culprit.

President Obama’s recent

budget proposal pours a whop-
ping $150 billion into clean energy
technologies and another $75 bil-
lion into tax incentives for “alter-
native” energy research. It also
includes a national “cap-and-
trade” program for greenhouse-
gas emissions that would demand
an estimated $79 billion from
American industry.

Before we commit hundreds
of billions of dollars to cleaning
up the planet to fight global warm-
ing, it’s important check the facts.
The United States — and indeed
the rest of the world — has made
remarkable environmental progress
over the last few years.

Take climate change. The cli-
mate-induced catastrophes we’ve

been conditioned to fear appear to
be founded on little more than
hype.

According to a recent report
from the U.S. Climate Change Sci-
ence Program, there is “no evi-
dence” of a change “in the sever-
ity of tornadoes and severe thun-
derstorms” over the past few de-
cades. The Program’s report also

Don’t buy into the eco-doomsaying
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OBITUARIES

Continuing
The Tradition

“The Right Choice
for Over 50 Years.”

BROWN’S MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME

Ben F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. Brown

Funeral Directors: Gary Westerman
Michael McVey

Brown Family Owned and Operated.

972-254-4242
www.brownmem.com

Church & Chapel Services
Local, Out of Town Services & Burials

Memorials
Cremation

Memories Flowers

We Provide The Personal Touch
David & Carla Davis,

Owners & Licenced Funeral Directors

972-259-7644129 S. O’Connor
Irving, TX 75060

Irving’s oldest funeral home

Chapel of Roses Funeral Home

1225 E. Irving Blvd. 75060
972-554-1031

Owned & Operated by the
Chism & Crouch Families

Directors:
Charlotte Chism Waldrum
Harrell Chism
Austin E. Raney

Offering:
Traditional Funeral Services
Cremation
Military Services

www.ChapelofRosesfh.com

ACCEPTING ALL Pre-Need Funerals

GWEN  DONNA
FARMER

Gwen Donna
Farmer of
Irving passed
away April 17,
2009. She was
born on
November 3,
1958 in Milton,

Florida. She was a member of
Plymouth Park Baptist Church. She
was employed by Broadspire
Services, A Crawford Company for
30 years and was a member of
Insurance Women of Dallas.
Survivors include, mother Darlene
B. Farmer of Irving; brother Myron
L. Farmer of Irving; uncle Paul
Farmer of Jonesboro, Arkansas;
aunt Francis Meldrum of
Carrollton, Ohio; Uncle Norman
Bright and wife Jane of The Dalles,
Oregon and cousin Jerry Harris and
wife Lin of Austin. The family
received friends on Monday April
20, 2009 from 6:00 to 8:00 P.M. at
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home.
Funeral services were held at 2:30
P.M. Tuesday, April 21, 2009 at
Plymouth Park Baptist Church with
Rev. Ken Branam officiating.
Interment followed at Oak Grove
Memorial Gardens. Memorial
donations may be made to
Plymouth Park Baptist Church or
The American Cancer Society.

JON  TADLOCK
Jon Tadlock, of Irving, died April
21, 2009. He was born November
19, 1938 in Bokchito, Oklahoma.
Funeral services will be held at 11
AM Monday, April 27, 2009 at
Brown’s Memorial Chapel.
Interment will follow at Oak Grove
Memorial Gardens. The family will
receive friends 2-4 PM Sunday.

MARCUS  K.
“MARK”  LUKER

Marcus K.
“Mark” Luker
of Irving
passed away
April 14, 2009.
He was born on
February 26,
1922 in

Eldorado, OK. He served in the US
Navy during WWII on the USS

Chester & USS Nashville and was
a member of The Odd Fellows
Lodge #872. He attended Park
Springs Bible Church in Arlington.
Survivors include wife Penny of
Irving; daughters Deanna L. Ward
of Dallas; Jeannie M. Hardman of
Arlington; Gail P. Goodwin of
Kerrville; son Mark V. Luker of
Grand Prairie; 9 grandchildren; 10
great-grandchildren; brother Buck
Luker of Baytown, TX and sister
Jeannie Srader of Casa Grande, AZ.
The family received friends from 6
to 8 P.M. Monday at the funeral
home. Funeral service was at 9:30
A.M. Tuesday, April 21, 2009 at
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
Chapel with Pastor Aaron Shaddox
officiating. Interment followed at
DFW National Cemetery in Dallas.
Memorial donations may be made
to Camino Al Cielo 227 W. Ninth,
Irving, TX  75060.

MERLENE  MINTON
Merlene Minton, 70, of  Irving, died
Saturday, April 18, 2009. She was
born August 7, 1938 in Sweetwater,
Texas. Visitation was Tuesday,
April 21. Service was 1 p.m.,
Wednesday, April 22, 2009 at
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
Chapel. Interment was at Oak Grove
Memorial Gardens, Irving.

RAYMOS  LEYON
RASBERRY

Raymos Leyon
Rasberry. 81,
passed away
April 18, 2009 at
Baylor Irving
Hospital in
Irving, TX. He
was born

February 3, 1928 in Rusk County,
TX. Preceded in death by his
parents, Curtis and Ola Rasberry
of Cushing, TX and a brother
Berece Rasberry of Quinlan, TX.
Survived by his wife of 57 years
Barbara Rasberry of Irving; a son,
Richard and wife Vicki of Irving;
daughters Terri Hutchings of
Irving, Debby Rasberry of Frisco,
and Kristi Woods of Irving;
brother, Wilburn and wife Joyce
Rasberry of Dallas; sister, Pat
Kampe of Dallas; seven
grandchildren; four great

grandchildren and several nieces,
nephews and cousins. Services
were held on Tuesday, April 21, at
Restland Funeral Home in
Dallas,Tx

ROBERT  FOWLER
“CHRIS”  STONE

Robert Fowler
“Chris” Stone
passed away
We d n e s d a y,
April 15, 2009 in
Bastrop, Texas.
He was born

December 1, 1959 in Irving. He
attended Irving Public Schools and
worked for many years as a licensed
tug boat captain out of Corpus
Christi. He was an accomplished
carpenter, dog lover, and also a
Mason. He was preceded in death
by his step-mother, Joann Stone.
Survivors include his mother
Shirley Sneed of Dewitt, Arkansas;
father and mother Pat and Linda
Stone of Irving; children Jeffrey
and wife Randel Stone of Irving,
and Heather Stone of San Angelo;
brothers Gene Canney and wife
Barbara of Garland, Bill Canney of
Omaha, Nebraska, Troy Stone and
wife Beverly of Palm Harbor,
Florida, Eddie Canney and wife Kim
of Alba, Texas, Ricky Stone of Alba,
Tony Kuhn of Irving, and Ricky
Sneed of St. Charles, Arkansas;
and sisters Paula Baxter and
husband Mike of Pittsburg, Texas;
Sharon Stone of Framers Branch,
and Melinda Wurtz and husband
Gary of Nacogdoches, Texas. A
memorial service will be held at 10
AM Saturday, April 25, 2009 at
Bible Way Chapel Church, 1400
Trinity View in Irving.
Arrangements made by Brown’s
Memorial Funeral Home

ROY  DAVILA
SALAZAR

Roy Davila Salazar passed away 4/
16/09. He was born on 8/24/17 in
Liberty Hill, TX. He is survived by
sisters Carmen Barron, Jessie Rios,
and Connie Lopez.  Family received
friends Sat. 4/18/09 at Brown’s
Memorial Funeral Home. Graveside
services were held at 11:00 a.m. Sat.
at Oak Grove Memorial Gardens.

Serving Irving  families
since 1963

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas  75062

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com

Make sure your notices are placed in a newspaper
where people will actually see them

LEGAL NOTICES

Call 214-675-6493
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Joe Philipp – Place 8

What do you think is the single largest
problem facing Irving at this time, and what
is your solution to the problem?

Redevelopment of our City as we grow
and change is our great opportunity! Our
city is changing, and constant attention to
redevelopment and development is neces-
sary. Irving has four Fortune 500 World
Headquarters, and we are becoming an in-
ternational city. We are modernizing infra-
structure, and redeveloping our housing
stock. Incremental tax revenues and the use
of public improvement districts have helped
us achieve this result. We must continue
our Multi-family Crime Free prevention pro-
gram to create a safe and secure city. This
program removed 23 Multi-family substan-
dard structures that represent 850 living
units. Crime has dropped as a result of this
innovative program. As we continue to re-
develop neighborhoods, we must create
cultural and educational opportunities, cre-
ating working relationships with education
and business entities that improve quality
of life, corridors and our neighborhoods.
We are doing this with, for instance,
Northlake College as we develop a new cam-
pus location in the southern sector of our
City. And, we are improving and have 17
new neighborhood parks slated for imple-
mentation. The overall plan for economic
and quality of life development actions will
be achieved, and can be accomplished with
city staff attention to service efficiencies
and customer service actions.

What do you believe Irving residents can
be most proud of at this time?

Public Safety and Community Devel-
opment Actions. Irving is a Great City, vi-
brant, growing, and changing!  Our city is
an international city, rich in diversity exhib-
ited by business composition, gender, and
demographic profiles. Our population is
growing as is our business job base.   These
changes are consistent with our planned
community-corporate growth goals. Our
front line public safety police officers and
fireman are heroes! They have reduced crime
rates – 14% in two years - and increased
cardiac arrest ‘save’ rates. Our boards and
city staff with citizen volunteers are creat-
ing many neighborhood groups that bring
about neighborhood redevelopment and in-
creased communication. Key city social ser-
vices agencies are fostering involvement
and information sharing. The City Human
Relations committee champions community
dialogue, working with over 100 church pas-
tors to create citizen involvement. City com-
munication outreach is more effective to-
day, and we are offering information sum-
maries in many formats, languages, and
sharing it with many diverse ethnic groups
in the city. We have received the 2008 Texas
Comptrollers Award for Transparency in
Governmental Reporting. We are managing
our growth by appointing many citizens of
diverse backgrounds to city boards, so we
create consensus and commitment to mak-
ing our city great in many ways.

 What future do you see for Irving?
Irving has momentum, and is poised

for future growth and prosperity! Irving has
a realistic service and budget plan - a bal-
anced budget next fiscal year (2010). We
are carefully managing efficiency and ex-
penditures and staffing, and will not have a
budget shortfall in this fiscal year that af-
fects service delivery, and will continue to

Irving voters will seat three City Council members on May 9. Early voting is available April
27-May 5. Each of the candidates running was offered the opportunity to answer four
questions through a survey for The Irving Rambler.

Candidates vying for Place 6 are incumbent Rick Stopfer and Bola Ayanbule. Candi-

City Council candidates answer questions
dates vying for Place 8 are incumbent Joe Philipp and Don Van Slyke. Each candidate was
allowed a maximum of 250 words and no more to respond to each question. Any answer
with more words than allowed was ended on the 250th word. Other than mechanical, type
and layout design, the answers have not be edited.

Rick Stopfer – Place 6

What do you think is the single largest
problem facing Irving at this time, and what
is your solution to the problem?

Change is our biggest challenge. Irving
is a large, international city with incredible
diversity, which has the potential chal-
lenges, but has also afforded us tremen-
dous opportunities.

Irving is more than 100 years old, so
there is a rich history and heritage that in-
fuses much of our city.  At the same time,
we have a grand vision for our future that
stems from our forward-thinking, innova-
tive leadership team. New single-family resi-
dential communities, a light-rail line running
from Dallas to the DFW International Air-
port, new corporate headquarters, exciting
transit-oriented developments that allow
people to “live, work and play” in one area,
redesigned freeways, a north-south com-
muter rail line, a new community college
campus, these provided a glimpse into
Irving’s bright future.

As we embark on the path toward our
city’s future, we need to work to acknowl-
edge and celebrate the old and the new. We
need to engage community members from
all backgrounds to participate in the plan-
ning and visioning process.  We need to
continue to educate community members
and businesses about the positive changes
that are taking place in our city and, specifi-
cally, the impact on their lives.

What do you believe Irving residents can
be most proud of at this time?

Irving is in a very unique position in
that it is not operating under a budget
shortfall. Our corporate community repre-
sents approximately 75 percent of our city’s
tax revenue base. As a result, with the con-
tinued influx of new companies, expanding
businesses and new jobs and residents, our
city has experienced strong economic
growth which has helped us to build our
reserves and protect us against economic
downturns and fluctuations.

We are now the third-largest employ-
ment center in the Metroplex. We have more
than $4 billion in new development projects
planned or underway.  And we are one of
only a few cities in the state that has main-
tained our AAA bond rating, allowing us to
borrow money at more favorable rates than
nearly another community. Combined with
the City’s commitment to operating effi-
ciently and evaluating all positions and ex-
penditures carefully, today, we find our-
selves in a strong position to weather the
economic downturn.

While we expect some reduced rev-
enues as a result of the decreases in sales
tax revenues and property valuation, we
have a plan in place to achieve commensu-
rate cost savings through reduction that
will result in the City of Irving maintaining a
balanced budget.

What future do you see for Irving?
Improved quality of life is represented

by a number of different characteristics: re-
duced crime, increased property values,
greater housing options, new opportunities
for recreation, arts and culture, shopping
and hotels, and an enhanced transporta-
tion system

Economic development is a major finan-
cial engine for our city. To the degree that
businesses are relocating to or expanding
in Irving, we see new jobs, new residents,
new revenues – all of which drive quality of
life in Irving by supporting the city’s bot-
tom line and keeping our tax and water rates
among the lowest in the Metroplex.

Bola Ayanbule – Place 6

What do you think is the single largest
problem facing Irving at this time, and what
is your solution to the problem?

What I think is the largest problem is
economic development not equally spread
among the districts. Some district are more
develop than the order. My solution is to
develop or to make all district have econo-
mies development especially district 4,5, and
1. When you look at Irving, it depends which
side are you looking. My plan is to balance
the differences and to make all districts have
economics development. You can not de-
velop one side and expect everybody to feel
the same.

What do you believe Irving residents can
be most proud of at this time?

Depending on whom you ask, if I am
living on district 2, I will be proud of new
development in area but if I am living on
district 4, 5, and 1 I have nothing to be proud
of. As you can see Irving city is well di-
vided.

What future do you see for Irving?
The majorities of people living on dis-

trict 4, 5, and 1 are not office type workers,
that does not mean they can’t produce. Give
them what they can do - Entertainment and
that is why I am proposing 24/7 on Irving
blvd.

We need to rebuild New Irving City with
latest informaton technology. We need to
create different source of resources, improve
our standard of living and make our life
meaningful. My first duty as a city council
member is to implement a plan for Housing
Project for Minority all over districts of Irv-
ing City. We need to invest more on district
4, 5, and 1 and to attract more economic
development and corporate. companies we
need to restructure, remodel and better plan-
ning for our communities. We need to re-
pair our neighborhood, create more re-
sources for the city of Irving that’s why I
am proposing 24/7 on Irving blvd. We need
to attract businesses and investors to our
neighborhood. District 4, 5 and1, have no
value. If we create more revenue, we don’t
need to increase tax but to reduce it.

Be strong for the future of our children
and our communities. I believe strong people
will always keep moving forward no matter
what they find. Irving Blvd is a good place
for entertainment of all kinds. It will create
good atmosphere and securities that will
make everybody feel safe.

This is what people I talk to will like to
see on Irving Blvd.
Hoop Camp - for children

What future problems do you see on the
horizon that local government should be
working to eliminate or minimize at this
time?

I would like to get local Government
involve more into Housing project for mi-
nority in every Districts as soon as pos-
sible.. We need to create new ideas on how
to generate new businesses to the commu-
nities.

We need to start investing on our
people for better future. If we spread the
economies development among our dis-
tricts, there is a possibility Irving might be
the most richest city in Texax. Let us invest
wisely, the idea is to creates new way to
raising revenue and better opportunities for
people living on district 4, 5, and 1. Three
district will benefit from these investment.

Don Van Slyke – Place 8

What do you think is the single largest
problem facing Irving at this time, and what
is your solution to the problem?

Economic – I will actively pursue addi-
tional shops and business both large and
small to move to Irving by continuing to
enhance our business friendly environment.
For more detail information, see
www.donforirving.com

What do you believe Irving residents can
be most proud of at this time?

North Texas, the Dallas-Fort Worth
area, and Irving have more jobs than most
areas. Our Chamber of Commerce has the
only 5-Star rating in Texas. On the other
hand, we can do better in retail shopping.

What future do you see for Irving?
I propose that Irving seek the Baldrige

National Quality Award. I will work with my
fellow council members, the city, and the
citizens to make Irving the “Best City of its
size in America” within five years.

What future problems do you see on the
horizon that local government should be
working to eliminate or minimize at this
time?

While Irving is doing an excellent job
addressing old apartments, the current City
Council is allowing many new apartments
to be built that will create a similar problem
for a future Irving City Council. Irving al-
ready has a percent of apartments that is
too high.

We need to continue to pursue public-
private partnerships with developers and
investors that leverage the City investments
for maximum gain for the public in redevel-
oping or revitalizing neighborhoods and
planning and implementing corridor en-
hancement projects. We need to continue
to secure state and federal funding to en-
hance our critical road corridors and parks
systems. We need to attract residential real
estate developers that will increase our
single-family housing stock for the new fami-
lies moving to our city.

What future problems do you see on
the horizon that local government should
be working to eliminate or minimize at this
time?

Irving will see tremendous change in
our infrastructure in the next few
years. Rebuilding of Loop12/114 Diamond
Interchange, DART Light Rail, 183 service
roads and main lines, and Irving Blvd, along
with the regular 30 to 50 million dollars in
bond sales for water, sewer, roads and city
projects.

Communication with the businesses
and residents is important. We must engage
the community members so they fully un-
derstand how the improvements will be
implemented.

Rick Stopfer Continued

See Rick Stopfer middle of next column

See Joe Philipp top of next page

See CANDIDATES, Page 13
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The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together.  When
you place a classified advertisement in the Rambler, we publish it
online at no additional charge. The Irving Rambler does not accept
submission of an advertisement as a commitment to publish.  Pub-
lication of an advertisement does not create an obligation to con-
tinue publishing.  The Irving Rambler reserves the right to refuse to
publish any advertisement for any reason.  Ads promoting hate
groups, or including inappropriate material will not be published.
E-mail addresses will only be published if included in the copy of
your classified ad. To purchase classified ads

pamb@irvingrambler.com

ADVERTISING PRICES

Per line  ----- $1.20                          Bold, Caps, border --- $7.00

FOR SALE-Hot
Wheels Collection-

Treasure Hunts, Final
Runs and many other
series 972-438-4522

SALES POSITION
Local territory, People
person, detail oriented,
responsible, courteous,
articulate, computer liter-
ate, MS Office, email
and internet savvy op-
portunity for growth, ex-
perience preferred, call
to 214-675-6493 to dis-
cuss your opportinities

ITEMS
FOR SALE

HELP
WANTED

House cleaning,
reasonable rates;

commercial, floors,
windows, carports,

and more. Insured and
bonded. Estella Lopez

214-962-4981

Two beautiful friendly
cats need a new home
- (new baby at home.)
Margaret Lopez 214-

402-8000

WORK
WANTED

PETS

1 BR house for rent in
Irving. New paint and
carpet. 972.898.6119

or 972.579.5516

HOUSE
FOR RENT

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENTS

By Matt Mungle
Title: The Soloist
Rated: PG-13

I have noticed over the years
that, like music, movies need to
have a rhythm in order to truly
work. Maybe not a rhythm you hear
but one you certainly must feel. I
first realized this a few years back
in a phenomenal film called Little
Miss Sunshine. When I asked the
filmmakers about this rhythm they
told me that they had used certain
drum beats throughout and had fo-
cused as much on the rhythm as
they did on the look of the film. Did
it work? Considering it was one of
the highest nominated films in 2007,
I would guess, yes.

The Soloist needed this inner
rhythm but instead relied mainly on
the solo performances of its two
lead actors. This makes for well
played out scenes, but there is
nothing to mold them fluidly to-
gether; producing a choppy film full
of staccatos and no syncopation.
The script is based on the book
written by LA Times columnist
Steve Lopez (Robert Downey Jr.) It
is the true account of his friend-
ship with a homeless man named
Nathaniel Ayers (Jamie Foxx).
Lopez discovered Ayers playing a
busted up violin in the park then
after a little investigating he soon
learns that Ayers was a student of
Julliard School of Music until a
mental breakdown forced him to life
on the streets.

This is a wonderful story, and
I am sure the book makes for a truly
decent read. Just not so sure it maid
the transition to the big screen. It
is hard to chronicle such a friend-
ship as theirs in 190 minutes. We
see Lopez as he deals with the
homeless crisis and does all he can
to try and help Ayers. What he has
to come to terms with is that often,
so says the story, the best you can
offer someone that is schizophrenic
is just your time and friendship.
Lopez wants to fix the situation and
get Ayers back on the concert

stage. It is not a possible task as
Lopez soon finds out. Along the
way he has to also examine his own
life and destination.

The film makers seem to have
built their movie on the foundation
of RDJ and Foxx. Both guys knock
it out of the park, but never seem
to be playing on the same team. I
can sense them soloing these per-
formances like a symphony audi-
tion instead of listening to each
other and making it an unparalleled
duo. This is the main thing that
throws off the rhythm and may
cause them to lose out in the end.

The Soloist is rated PG-13 for
thematic elements, some drug use
and language. It is a mature film in
how it deals with the homeless is-
sue and shows their existence in
stark display. There is not much
that a young person 16 and under
could grab onto in this film. The
trailer is a little deceptive in its de-

piction of the focus of this project.
They do a nice bait and switch with
some of the scenes you see. That
said I do think that if you go into it
knowing what to expect you can
take many things from it. Those
who are content with acting alone
will find this a perfect film I am sure.
I just wanted a little more. I give
The Soloist 3 out of 5 bass clefs.
Neither the musician nor the film
lover in me walked away very sat-
isfied.

The Soloist gives a stellar per-
formance without much rhythm

Matt is a member of the North Texas
Film Critics Association (NTFCA)
and hosts the weekly syndicated
Indie Rock Radio Show Spin 180.
Plus with his wife Cindy they do a
weekly radio feature, The Mungles
on Movies. For additional reviews
and interview clips visit
www.mungleshow.com.

Opinions expressed in any
commentary are those of the writer,
and not necessarily those of The Irv-
ing Rambler, the publisher, editor,
or any staff member.

If you would like to see your ideas
in print, please email them to
Irving@IrvingRambler.com or mail them
to:

The Letters to the Editor section is devoted to giving the people of Irving
a voice. The Irving Rambler needs your input, letters, comments – good as well
as bad, and opinions. This section can only be successful with your support.
Whenever possible, people holding contrary views of a subject will be allowed
to respond to critical letters. Letters including profanity will not be considered.

The Irving Rambler
Re: Letters to the Editor
P.O. Box 177731
Irving, Texas 75017

deliver services at planned levels.
Our finances are sound in these
difficult times due to our efficient
review of our strategic goals. We
have achieved a ‘AA’A’ bond rat-
ing. We are achieving cost reduc-
tion actions by using Six Sigma –
quality and service improvement
process - to reduce service costs
all across the city.  We have identi-
fied ways to deliver services faster
and better to citizens at a lower cost
to single family homeowners and
corporations. We are growing our
neighborhoods, having built or
platted 2000 homes in the past three
years. We have a stellar, award win-

ning economic development rela-
tionship with our ‘5 Star’ rated
Greater Irving Las Colinas Cham-
ber of Commerce, and have over 65
projects under development
projects underway now. In two
years we have expanded our tax
base by 100 employers and added
over 6500 ‘net jobs’ to our
workforce.
What future problems do you see
on the horizon that local govern-
ment should be working to elimi-
nate or minimize at this time?

Irving must develop unique,
yet collaborative ‘regional strate-
gies and solutions’ to water re-
source development, transporta-
tion, the environment, and air qual-
ity issues. These issues will affect
the quality of life for residents, and
our children for years to come. I am
committed to working on these ac-
tions as your Council representa-
tive. We are working to develop

additional long-term water re-
sources that will provide water to
Irving for the next 50 years. This
will complement our Lake Chapman
water reservation initiative and
maximize the use of our water pipe-
line system. We are addressing
transportation - Loop 12 and 183
Diamond Interchange - solutions
right now. We are bringing the
DART Orange line, as promised,
through Irving now! We are plan-
ning an Urban Forest program that
will help create a Green Community

and a sustainable environment for
our children. As your council rep-
resentative, I serve as a Board
Member to the North Texas Com-
mission and we are taking actions
to reduce emissions and improve
the air quality. We do this by con-
verting to bio diesel fuels and
changing out our city vehicle fleet.
I commit to service efficiency, and
creating a community that benefits
you! Please visit my website
www.joephilipp.com for more infor-
mation!

Send your letters

Joe Philipp continued
from page 12

Candidates vie for Place 6 and Place 8



.

Answers for 4-18-2009Answers for 4-18-2009

Answers for 4-18-2009

April 25, 2009 www.irvingrambler.comPage 14 The Irving Rambler



214-675-6493The Irving Rambler April 25, 2009 Page 15

Send Payment to
P.O.Box 177731, Irving, TX 75017

By Candace Velvin - The Boerne
Star

“Were it left to me to decide
whether we should have a govern-
ment without newspapers, or news-
papers without a government, I
should not hesitate a moment to
prefer the latter.” Thomas Jefferson

With apologies to Mark Twain,
“reports of the death of newspa-
pers are greatly exaggerated.”

First, it was radio that was go-
ing to kill newspapers; then it was
television; now, the Internet. De-
spite the emergence of these new
technologies, newspapers – par-
ticularly community newspapers –
continue to play a vital role in the
information age.

More than 150 million people
are informed, educated and enter-
tained by community newspapers
every week, according to the Na-
tional Newspaper Association.

Since the first cavemen de-
picted their hunting exploits on the
walls of their dwellings, people
have loved to see themselves, their
names and their accomplishments
in print. (And spelled correctly.)

In this country, newspapers
started in the colonies and today
the industry is returning to those
roots. In recent years, the number
of major metropolitan newspapers
has declined and community news-
papers now outnumber them four
to one.

The Texas Press Association

lists 517 paid-circulation newspa-
pers in the state, including 86 dai-
lies and 438 weeklies and semi-
weeklies.

The community newspaper is
the heart of the community it
serves. It reflects the times as they
are while reminding people where
they came from and giving them a
glimpse of what can be. We prac-
tice good journalism in our markets
with the same standards for accu-
racy, ethics and public responsi-
bility as larger newspapers.

The community newspaper
has a much more difficult job than
its metro counterpart.

People expect us to share in
their joys and accomplishments
while understanding their trag-
edies … announcing their births
and helping them bury their dead.

Along with recording the mile-
stones of a grandchild’s birthday,
reporting the news of civic group
meetings and covering school
sports events, our readers count
on us to be their watchdog on pub-
lic officials and government agen-
cies.

And, they expect us to get it
right.

Perhaps the major distinction
of a community newspaper is ac-
cessibility. The local newspaper is
a hometown business, just like the
hardware store. Those of us who
work in the business are your
neighbors – you see us in the gro-

cery store, at the library and drop-
ping the kids off at school.

We are friends you know you
can call on and ones you won’t
hesitate to take to task when we
mess up.

That same accessibility carries
over to the news we run. To us, a
story about a high school student
who earned a college scholarship
is just as important as a story about
a fire that burned six downtown
buildings.

Your letters to the editor rate
the same amount of space as our
own editorials.

Regardless of circulation or
community served, all newspapers
share a sacred trust: the people’s
right to know.

Even though “the public has
a right to know” has become a trite
phrase associated with excuses
made by boorish media running
roughshod over individual rights,
there are some very important
things the public has a right to
know:
- The right to know when the safety
of society is threatened.
- The right to know how public
funds and tax dollars are spent, or
misspent, as the case may be.
- The right to know how govern-
ment business is conducted by the
officials the voters elect.
- The right to know all sides of an
issue so informed opinions may be
formed and decisions made.
- The right to know how justice is

Locally presented by GEICO
for the fourth consecutive year,
Walk Like MADD is a pledge-
based, non-competitive 5K walk
benefiting the mission of MADD
to prevent drunk driving, support
victims of this violent crime and
prevent underage drinking.

Forget the media hype, community newspapers are not dying
dispensed.
- The right to know the news is
available to them whether or not
they choose to read it.

I often recall what the first
publisher I worked for said on the
occasion of his 50th anniversary in
the business: “The day I went to
work, the only Linotype operator I
had was drunk and I couldn’t get
any type set. Today, someone
pushed the wrong button and
wiped out six pages of classified.
ads. It just goes to show you this
is still and always will be a human
business!”

Candace Velvin is the manag-
ing editor of The Boerne Star. Re-
printed from the Texas Press Mes-
senger.

Provided by Mary Kardell
Active volunteer and sup-

porter of MADD, Stephanie
Malito, of Irving, lost her father,
Joseph, and her twin brother,
Vincent, to a drunk driver in 1992
as her family was driving home from
Christmas vacation in Florida.
When their car began to overheat,
they pulled onto the side of the

road to take a break. Minutes later,
an SUV collided with the family.
Investigations indicated that the
driver’s alcohol level was over the
legal limit.

On April 25, victims and survi-
vors like Malito, a claims represen-
tative for GEICO, will join support-
ers of MADD’s life-saving cause
to walk against drunk driving and

destructive choices at their Walk
Like MADD event.

“I am one of the lucky ones to
walk away from a drunk driving ac-
cident. Not everyone is as lucky.
Please don’t drink and drive, and
always choose a designated
driver,” said Malito, who spent
months recovering from injuries.

“It takes the whole community

to educate our children concern-
ing underage drinking,” said Mary
Kardell, MADD North Texas execu-
tive director.

Opening ceremonies begin at
8:30 a.m. at 1800 N. Pearl St., near
the Meyerson Symphony Center,
in Dallas’ Uptown neighborhood.
To register and form a walk team,
visit www.walklikemadd.org.

Community invited to Walk Like MADD
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Provided by Holly Huffman
Texas Forest Service recently

unveiled its first-ever statewide
tree inventory, the results from
which show the state is poised to
take the lead in emerging alterna-
tive energy and ecosystem service
markets.

The Forest Inventory and
Analysis (FIA) initial report shows
Texas has 60 million acres of for-
estland — more than any other
state in the continental United
States. Of that, 12 million is located
in the Piney Woods of East Texas
with the remaining acreage spread
across the state.

This statewide “census for
trees” provides a science-based
foundation for better management
of the land, Texas Forest Service
(TFS) officials announced during

Cookbooks are historical
documents that provide important
information to scholars.

“Hefty hardbound books or
small spiral-bound versions to ben-
efit churches or schools. Filled with
recipes from famous chefs or the
ladies from around the corner. Sea-
food, fried food, casseroles, appe-
tizers to desserts. They are all of
value to us,” Williams said. “Din-
ers, honky-tonks, barbeque joints,
cafeterias, fine food establish-
ments. New and old. Currently op-
erating or long closed. We want
them. Menus are catalogued and
archived at the University of New
Orleans and are made available to
researchers and historians.”
 Donations should be sent to:
The Southern Food and Beverage
Museum, One Poydras Avenue
#169, New Orleans, LA 70130.

a press conference.
The inventory helps identify

brushlands and encroaching
woody vegetation such as mes-
quite and juniper. The invasive
woody vegetation can soak up
water and shade out the sun that
rangeland grass needs to grow,
which creates a problem for cattle
raisers.

The results also show that
Texas is positioned to profit from
alternative energy and ecosystem
service markets focused on carbon
sequestration and the conversion
of woody biomass to energy.

“Texas Forest Service consis-
tently strives to serve the landown-
ers of the state by attracting and
supporting new markets. There is
a trend that Texas landowners’ in-
terest is shifting from agriculture

production to wildlife and recre-
ation. With the information pro-
vided by this latest inventory, TFS
can provide landowners with the
technical assistance they need to
help them manage what they
have,” Tom Boggus, TFS interim
director said. “It is one of TFS’
goals to keep forests in forests.”

The inventory provides com-
prehensive data for local, state and
regional decision-makers to better
plan, set policy and allocate re-
sources.

And for the first time Texas has
a tool for detecting long term
changes in the state’s forests and
woodlands. Previously, just East
Texas was inventoried and the
area, volume and species compo-
sition of forestland in the rest of
the state wasn’t known.

The inventory is a 10-year
process that began in January 2004
and won’t be complete until 2014.
Despite being just halfway
through, results are expected to
remain fairly steady. Once com-
plete, the second 10-year cycle will
begin, allowing for data compari-
son.

“This field inventory will pro-
vide never before available change-
over-time information about the
rate of forest clearing, invasive-
ness, and growth, removals and
mortality,” said Burl Carraway, TFS
sustainable forestry department
head. “It will give us a baseline for
the future.”

The Southern Research Sta-
tion implements the Forest Inven-
tory and Analysis program in the

The Southern Food and Bev-
erage Museum is seeking dona-
tions of cookbooks about Texas
cuisine to add to its historic collec-
tion.

The museum recently an-
nounced a partnership with the
New Orleans Public Library in
which the 5,000-volume collection
will be housed at the main branch
of the library system. The collec-
tion will be made available to re-
searchers, scholars, journalists,
culinary professionals and others.

“Texas has a deep and rich cu-
linary history,” said Liz Williams,
president of the museum. “Each of
the five regions of Texas was
settled by pioneers from different
parts of the United States and Eu-
rope. Each has different food heri-
tages. The French, Native Ameri-
cans, Spanish, Mexicans, and Ger-

mans influenced the culture and
cuisine of Texas. They adapted their
recipes to include local ingredients
and cooking facilities.”

Williams estimates that the
museum has only 20 to 30 cook-
books about Texas cuisine donated
by patrons. Most focus on
barbeque or Tex-Mex cuisine.

“The books we have offer only
a glimpse of the true culinary of-
ferings of Texas,” said Williams.
“We need to improve our section
on Texas and the best way to do
that is to appeal to the people of
Texas for donations of cookbooks
they no longer use.”

The museum seeks all types
of cookbooks:

- Restaurant cookbooks and
cookbooks created by celebrity
chefs;

- Junior League cookbooks or cook-
books from other women’s groups.
“The Junior League is a prolific cre-
ator of high quality cookbook;”
said Williams. “You cannot have a
historical collection without them.”
- Community cookbooks. “We
genuinely value the inexpensively
produced, spiral-bound cook-
books that frequently are created
as fundraisers for churches or
schools. They have great recipes
in them.”
- Cookbooks from churches, civic
groups, schools, universities, or
other cultural groups.
- Specialty cookbooks. “For ex-
ample, a great book that was pro-
duced recently is the Texas Judi-
cial Cookbook,” said Williams. “It’s
a compilation of 59 recipes from
residing and former judges and
other state and county officials.”

Everything is bigger and better in Texas: Even the forests
13 southern states in partnership
with each state forestry agency.

Texas cookbooks sought by museum


