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By Jess Paniszczyn
The Irving City Council meet-

ing on Sep. 3 offered spectators a
rare glimpse into the process of de-
signing important legislation, which
will effect the citizens of Irving far
into the future.

Faced with having lost a law-
suit on July 15 filed against the City
by Manuel Benavidez, the City
Council had to decide whether to
settle with the plaintiff and his at-
torneys or continue to fight the
ruling of U.S. District Court Judge
Jorge A. Solis through the appeals
process.

By a vote of six to three, the
City Council chose to settle. Even
though both the plaintiff and the
City have agreed on new bound-
aries for the Council places, and to
a 6 - 3 - 1, 6 single member districts,

3 at large districts, and 1 mayor, the
Judge still has the ability to accept
or reject the agreement.

Prior to the Council’s vote a
number of  citizens took the oppor-
tunity to speak about their views

on the settlement and the City’s op-
tion to pursue the appeal. Roland
Medina explained that he and his
wife are on a fixed income, and
urged the Council to spend taxpay-
ers’ money wisely.

“I think it is foolish to fight the
inevitable,” Mr. Medina said.
“And the inevitable is if we don’t
make the decision here, the judge
is going to make it for us. The worst
thing that could happen to this city

is an 8 - 1. We have an opportunity
right now to move forward and see
if the judge will accept a 6 - 2 - 1,
there is no guarantee. He could
throw it out and say, ‘no, you get
an 8 - 1.’

“You’ve seen what has hap-
pened in Dallas. There are other
cities that have a modified plan all

Council votes to settle
in Voting Rights case

School days are upon us once
again. Children rise early in the
morning to uniforms and back-
packs taking the next step towards
growing intellectually and physi-
cally. While traditional public
schools remain the primary formal
education source, a number of par-
ents choose to have their children
learn through private, military,
boarding, religious and
homeschools.

The newest alternative school-
ing option is iQ Academy Texas,
an online public elementary and

middle school. Part of the Elec-
tronic Course Pilot program
through the Texas Education
Agency (TEA), the Academy is
tuition-free for all Texas students
in grades 3 - 8 who reside in one of
the many approved school districts
in Texas including Irving ISD,
Carrollton-Farmers Branch ISD,
Coppell ISD, Grand Prairie ISD and
Dallas ISD.

“Contrary to conventional
wisdom, young students can find
success with online schooling,”
said Laura Mayberry, Program Di-

rector of iQ Academy Texas. “iQ
Academy has state-certified teach-
ers for each classroom guaranty-
ing high standards and giving stu-
dents the support they need. Stu-
dents have access to teachers in
the virtual classroom as well as by
phone and email.

“We provide tuition-free edu-
cation and maximum flexibility for
Texas students. Students have ac-
cess to wider education options
with over 40 core and elective
courses, including courses that
may be unavailable in their home

districts or that don’t meet their
schedule constraints.”

Certain students may be more
successful studying online than
others.

“The Academy serves stu-
dents from all educational back-
grounds and throughout numerous
eligible school districts in the state.
While any student can take advan-
tage of an online education, iQ
Academy finds that those most
likely to benefit from an online edu-

Online school adds to available educational sources

By Jess Paniszczyn
In a special session, the City

Council announced the postpone-
ment of the Charter Election, which
had been considered for this No-
vember.

“Given that the attorneys have
advised there would be no impact
of a Charter Election into the pro-
ceedings in regard to single mem-
ber districts, which prompted a re-
view for the necessity of the elec-
tion at all,” Mayor Herbert Gears
said. “The discussion then became
centered on the Charter cap and the
issues related to what direction we
may go there. Then it was pointed
out to us that even if we hold an
election in November, it will not
have any impact at all on that par-

No Charter
Election

Music becomes a wMusic becomes a wMusic becomes a wMusic becomes a wMusic becomes a weapon in Battle of the Bandseapon in Battle of the Bandseapon in Battle of the Bandseapon in Battle of the Bandseapon in Battle of the Bands

In a blur of sight and sound, Lively Pointe Youth Centers’ annual Battle of the Bands features seven teen
bands playing their hardest at the Irving Arts Center on Aug. 29.

See CITIZENS, Page 8

See CHARTER, Page 2

See NEW, Page 4

See ROCK, Page 7
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If you have an upcoming event, game scores, a press release, or
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life, business, and entertainment of Irving, Texas.
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Irving Rambler is also distributed throughout Irving in businesses and
public areas.

Deadline for the submission of articles and advertising is noon
Monday, prior to the publication date.  All submitted articles are subject
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POLICE & FIRE

Hours of operation:
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 11-6

Saturday 11-5
Sunday 12-5

Put a PPut a PPut a PPut a PPut a Paaaaaw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearttttt
and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!

The precious pets
at the DFW Hu-
mane Society
would like to bring
a lifetime of love

Come adopt a new
family member today!

1611 W. Irving Blvd.
Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-3333

If you can’t adopt, please donate!

and happiness into your home!!

CHAMPION
Bookkeeping Services

E.P. Champion
    Bookkeeper/owner

Ramona
    Bookkeeper

Since 1964
Bookkeeping, Notary, Payroll and Tax Returns

1311 Colby Ct.
Irving TX 75060

Ofc. 972-790-9379
Fax 972-790-9997

epcchampion@yahoo.com

www.championbookkeepingservice.com

Homicide: 08-31-09 at 8:30 p.m.  Irv-
ing Police responded to an un-
known type disturbance call in a
parking lot in the 1400 block of N.
Beltline Road. Upon the first
officer’s arrival it was determined
there had been a shooting at the
location. Initial indications are that
the victim, a 60-year-old Dallas
man, was in front of the El Comal
restaurant when a man, dressed in
black, walked up and shot him sev-

eral times with a handgun. The sus-
pect then fled the scene in a black
4/door vehicle. The victim was
transported to Parkland Memorial
Hospital where he later died from
his injuries. Investigators are cur-
rently working through the facts
and evidence of this case to deter-
mine a possible motive and a more
detailed suspect description. The
victim’s name is being withheld at
this time.

ticular issue. Because there would
be no action taken that would be
able to be taken until the next bud-
get process, and so it became ap-
parent that if we wanted to take the
time and more thoroughly review
the opportunity to change or elimi-
nate the cap, we can afford the time
to consider a Charter Election in

May if that were desired.
“We didn’t feel like any of the

other items we had discussed
about for Charter election in and of
themselves warranted an election
now given that we can only do
them every two years when we
make a change.

“We can afford the luxury of
studying it until May,” he said.

Continued from page 1
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Results of the city’s annual
Police Department customer survey
results show a greater than 90 per-
cent satisfaction with police ser-
vices. In addition, when compared
with the 2008 survey, residents re-
sponded with higher satisfaction
scores when asked about the em-
pathy and tact performance of of-
ficers, which rates topics such as
integrity and professionalism.

“I am very pleased with the
survey results,” said Police Chief
Larry Boyd. “I appreciate the level
of dedication and commitment that
our police department employees
exhibit toward the community we
serve.”

Each year, the department part-

ners with the University of Dallas
to survey residents who have
called the Police Department for as-
sistance. The telephone survey,
based on calls retrieved from the
department’s computer-aided dis-
patch system, asked 36 questions
to assess courteousness, helpful-
ness, knowledge and overall satis-
faction with service.

Other survey highlights in-
clude a 99 percent satisfaction rate
with the courteousness of dis-
patchers, as well as a 99 percent
satisfaction rate with the respond-
ing officer’s professional knowl-
edge. Residents may view the sur-
vey results at www.irvingpd.com.

Survey shows increased
satisfaction with services

The City of Irving has been
recognized, along with Dallas
County, for a partnership that re-
sulted in the opening of the Irving
Health Center. City of Irving Mayor
Herbert A. Gears and Dallas County
Commissioner Kenneth Mayfield
accepted the 2009 City-County Co-
operation Award at the Texas As-
sociation of Counties (TAC) an-
nual conference held Aug. 26 in
Austin.

“Receiving this recognition il-
lustrates the spirit of cooperation
and collaboration that is alive and
well in Irving,” said Gears. “The Irv-
ing Health Center is just one of
many examples of how Irving is
partnering with various entities and
organizations to provide residents
with easy access to much-needed
services, like those provided by
the health center.”

Since its opening, the center

has received more than 33,000 vis-
its from 11,000 low- to moderate-
income individuals. In addition to
providing Irving residents with ac-
cess to less expensive primary and
preventive care, the center pro-
vides immunizations, cancer
screenings, HIV/AIDS testing and
counseling, hearing and vision
screenings, and helps patients bet-
ter manage chronic diseases such
as diabetes.

The genesis of the Irving
Health Center, located at 1800 N.
Britain Road, can be traced back to
2004 with an interlocal agreement
among several organizations. Par-
ticipants included Parkland Health
and Hospital System, Baylor Medi-
cal Center at Irving, Dental Health
Programs, Irving Housing and Hu-
man Services Board, and the U.S.
Department of Housing. A project

City honored for Irving health center partnership
team from each entity worked on
opening the Irving Health Center,
Parkland’s newest community-
based health center, in August
2007.

Recognition for the City of Irv-
ing and Dallas County continues.

The city and county partnership
also will be recognized at the Texas
Association of Regional Councils
annual conference Sep. 26 on South
Padre Island and Texas Municipal
League’s conference Oct. 21 in Fort
Worth.

Provided by Kayla Mansour
The Salesmanship Club Chari-

table Golf of Dallas, host organiza-
tion of the HP Byron Nelson Cham-
pionship, recently announced the
2009 Championship raised $4.4 mil-

lion in net proceeds for local chil-
dren and families.

“The incredible commitment of
our title sponsor, HP, and the many
companies and individuals who
continue to support this great
event are an inspiration to me,” said
Charley Spradley, 2009 Tournament
Chairman. “I am proud of what we
were able to accomplish in the face
of the worst economy in two gen-
erations, and I’m deeply grateful to
all of our sponsors and volunteers
for their tremendous support and
to the members of the Salesman-
ship Club for overcoming the chal-
lenges and doing it all for the kids.”

The Championship has raised
more than $112 million for Sales-
manship Club Youth and Family
Centers (SCYFC), more than any
other PGA TOUR event.

Funds generated from the sale
of sponsorships, tickets, merchan-
dise, concessions, parking and
other amenities benefit SCYFC, a
nonprofit organization providing
education and mental health treat-
ment for troubled and at-risk chil-
dren and their families. Funds raised
throughout the year combined with
the proceeds from the HP Byron
Nelson Championship provide the
majority of SCYFC’s operating
budget.

“The Salesmanship Club hosts
this event solely to raise money for
our charity,” said Mike Haggerty,
Chairman of the Salesmanship Club
Youth and Family Centers Board.
“Our laboratory school
achieved Exemplary status with a
student passing rate of 90% or
above for all TAKS areas. Further,
two-thirds of our former students
have enrolled in college or voca-
tional schools. This is just an ex-
ample of the incredible work that
our sponsors and volunteers are
making possible.”

Byron Nelson raises
funds for charity
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Organizations to re-submit their information on a monthly basis to insure that
the Irving Rambler will have accurate information.

Listings are limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location and time. If
an organization wishes to have more information than the free listing offers, we will

continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

Irving Sunrise Rotary
Las Colinas Country Club

Thursday at 7 am

LISTINGS

Yellow Rose AMBUCS
Wednesday’s at 6:00pm

IHOP Restuarant- Beltine Rd.
1801 N. Beltline Rd.

Irving AMBUCS
Thursday at 11:30am

New Panda Cafe
West Hwy 183 service rd.

Saturday Singles
Lunch Bunch
1st & 3rd Saturdays

972-254-3525

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed. at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed. at 7pm

Junior Girls – 2nd Sunday at 12:30pm
3375 Belt Line Rd

Just South of Shady Grove

First Church of Christ, Scientist
2250 W. Pioneer Dr, Irving, 75061
972-253-7202   www.hhjm.com/cs

Sun & Sun school: 10am, Wed 7:30pm
Religious programs 214-447-9678

Reading Room  Mon-Sat 10 am-1 pm

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W Airport Frwy, Irving 75062
(North side of Hwy 183 between

MacArthur & Story)
972.255.4185

www.ppumc.org
Sundays 8:30, 9:15 & 11:00am

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church
1600 N. Irving Heights 75061

972.438.1431
www.oakhavenumc.org

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.

First United Methodist Church
211 W. Third St., Irving 75060

972.253.3531
www.fumcirving.org

Sundays 10:30 a.m. Sanctuary
6:30 p.m. Fellowship Hall

St. Stephen’s Presbyterian Church
1621 W. Grauwyler Road, Irving, 75061

972-259-8744
email:  secretary@ststephenspres.com

website:  www.ststephensirving.org
Sunday Worship 10:50 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

United MethodistChristian Science

Presbyterian USA

Residential & Commercial Real Estate
   Buying, Selling or Relocating call...

Each office is independently owned and operated.

BILL WREN
Broker/Associate

(469) 951-1435
(972) 601-7841

Serving Irving since 1966

Hi, my name is James Knight and if
you need to learn how to meet people
and make new friends then you
should call me right now!  Call James
Knight at 972-815-8544. We are
looking for people that want to make a
difference in another person’s life.
Would you like to be able to meet Zig
Ziglar on a Sunday Morning around
8:45 A.M. and have a cup of coffee
with all of us in The Encourager’s Class
at Prestonwood Baptist Church in The
Chapel and at 9:15 am? You will be
able to be a part of the class Zig Ziglar
started many years ago. Brother Don
and Sister Lil are leaders in this class
and are doing a great job reaching
out to new people. Brother Gary is
leading worship for our class and
Sister Evelyn Hinds is telling stories
about different class members every
Sunday. Last but not least, Pastor Joe
Schofield is preaching and teaching
The Word of God to our class. If you
want to meet new people, come on
over, all ages are welcome and then
you can visit the 11:00 Service with all
of us. Afterward, if you have time you
can spend time with Zig on Main Street
when he is in town and have LUNCH
as a group. We have learned from

Encouragers Class
Brother Zig Ziglar to take time for other
people. You matter to all of us, call me
for directions to Prestonwood Baptist
Church on Midway and Park in
Plano, Texas. If you do not know how
to get there, call me, Brother James
Knight at 972-815-8544. I am with The
Gideons International, if you want to
learn more about them and why we
believe in placing Bibles every where,
we can show you how you might
become a member. Author and book
writer, JERRY SMITH, is also a
member of our wonderful class and
his first book is “DOES GOD GIVE US
MORE THAN WE CAN BEAR?”  Call
him at 972-596-5706 or 214-681-
5377 for directions to the class. Bless
Israel and all God’s Children that trust
in Him and receive His Saving Blood
by FAITH on His Name CHRIST
JESUS! Be HEALED in JESUS
NAME - BODY- SOUL- MIND-
SPIRIT!  I took time out to invite you
over to meet some new friends and
paid for this ad so you can be blessed
like we all are. WORSHIPPING GOD
WITH LOVE for one another! Be
Blessed and remember we love you
and Jesus Loves You!

WORSHIP

Irving Noonday Lions
Wednesday at 11am

New Panda Café
West Hwy 183 at Story

Irving Shrine Club
2nd Thursday at 6:30pm

IHOP Restuarant- Beltine Rd.
1801 N. Beltline Rd.

CLUBS

September 6 from 3 - 5pm
Heritage House - The Irving Heri-
tage House, located at 303 South
O’Connor, is open from 3pm-5pm.
Free docent led tours will be pro-
vided at 4pm and 5pm. Many beau-
tiful antiques are throughout the
Heritage House.  Some of the fur-
nishings include an 1840 clock, an
organ (ca.1880), a square piano
(ca.1860), Limoges, Sevres, and
Bavarian porcelains, and many
more items from the past. For more
information visit,
www.irvingheritage.com or call 972-
252-3838. Group tours may also be
arranged at alternate times.

September 7
Office Closings - City offices will
be closed for Labor Day. All offices
will reopen at their regular hours
on Sep. 8. City libraries will be
closed Sep. 6–7. There will be no
residential trash or brush collection
on Sep. 7, nor will there be any
curbside recycling service. The
city’s drop-off recycling centers
and landfill at 220 W. Hunter Ferrell
Road also will be closed on Labor
Day. All city recreation centers will
be closed. The city’s swimming
pools will be closed except for
Senter and Lee pools, and Cimarron
Family Aquatic Center.

September 7
DART Changes Hours - DART ser-
vices will operate on a Sunday, in
observance of the Labor Day holi-
day. The Trinity Railway Express
commuter rail will not operate.
DART Paratransit services for cus-
tomers with disabilities will oper-
ate on a Sunday schedule. The
Paratransit Scheduling Center will
be closed on Labor Day. Custom-
ers may call Sep. 3, to book their
trips through Sep.7, and Sep. 4, to
book their trips through Sep. 8.
Customers may call Sep. 8, to book

trips for Sep. 9. X-Press Booking is
also available. DART administra-
tive offices, the Customer Care Cen-
ter and Lost and Found will be
closed Sep. 7. However, customers
with questions about DART sched-
ules may still contact Customer
Service at 214-979-1111 from 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m. DART route and sched-
ule information is always available
on the DART website at
www.DART.org.

September 9 from 10 to 11:30am
Seniors for Seniors - The City
launched Seniors for Seniors, a
unique pet adoption program that
pairs senior pets with Irving seniors
free of charge. Interested residents,
age 65 and older, can learn more
about the program at a special in-
formational session from 10 to 11:30
a.m. at the Heritage Senior Center,
200 S. Jefferson St. All adopted
animals will be provided with a col-
lar, start-up food and supplies. In
addition, pets will be current on
vaccines, spayed or neutered, reg-
istered and microchipped before
being released. The Irving Animal
Shelter, 100 N. Briery Road, is open
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. weekdays and
from noon to 5 p.m. Saturdays. For
more information, call 972-721-2257. 

September 9
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
Banquet - The Irving Hispanic
Chamber of Commerce 5th annual
banquet will be at the Omni
Mandalay at Hotel Las Colinas. The
theme for this year’s banquet is
North Texas Hispanics: an Eco-
nomic Powerhouse and features
Manuel Abud, President and Gen-
eral Manager Telemundo T39. The
Chamber will also announce its 2009
Community Achievement Award
winner for outstanding contribu-
tion to the Spanish-speaking com-
munity in Irving. For reservations

and ticket information, call the
IHCC office at 972-721-2273.

September 10 from 6:30-8pm
Girl Scouts - The Irving Girl Scouts
SU 123 is holding a recruitment
event at Holy Family, 6:30-8pm. If
you would like to join Girl Scouts
and cannot attend, please contact
Sonya Diaz-Bannister at
IWannaBeAGirlScout@yahoo.com.

September 10  at 7pm
Candace Havens - Author Candace
Havens will be at the Valley Ranch
Library at 7pm.  She will be talking
about her works, how she became
a writer and what’s coming next

September 10 at 6 pm
Dinner with Mayors - DFW Inter-
national Community Alliance’ sec-
ond DFW International Dinner
with keynote speaker Mayor Tom
Leppert of Dallas will be held at
Temple Emanu-El, 8500 Hillcrest
Road at 6 pm and will include a ban-
quet featuring 17 courses from
around the world with flags from
54 countries in the Parade of Na-
tions. Tickets are $100 per person
and can be purchased online or by
phone. Our international commu-
nities will be formally recognized
when Dallas Mayor Tom Leppert,
along with Joe Chow, Mayor of
Addison, Herb Gears, Mayor of
Irving, Ron Jones, Mayor of Gar-
land, Dr. Carrie Gordon, Mayor of
Balch Springs, John Harper, Mayor
of Rowlett, and David Green,
Mayor of Duncanville address in-
ternational business and commu-
nity leaders.  Topics will include the
ways New Americans enhance the
international image of our area and
the roles they play in our cultural/
economic development. For more
details about the organization, see
the website www.dfwinterna
tional.org.

September 11
Retired School Personnel
The Irving Retired School Person-
nel strives to monitor and improve
the annuity and insurance system
of the State of Texas Teacher Re-
tirement System in order to meet
the needs of the approximately
160,000 membership statewide. The
organization meets at 10:00 AM in
the First Christian Church at 210
East Sixth Street, Irving. All retired
school personnel are invited. The
guest speaker will be Margaret
Duncan of the Dallas Arboretum.

September 11 from 6 to 8pm
Steak Night - The Men’s Auxiliary
of VFW Post 2494 will hold their
monthly steak night. Dinner in-
cludes steak cooked to order,
loaded baked potato, salad and
Texas toast for only $10 per plate.
Dinner is served from 6 PM to 8
PM. The public is invited to attend.
VFW 2494 is located at 3375 Belt
Line Road, just south of Shady
Grove. For further information, call
the Post at 972-790-1611. Contact
the Post for eligibility requirements
in the Men’s Auxiliary.

Advertise in The
Irving Rambler

Effectively reach
your customers

Call 214-675-6493

The City of Irving entered into
an agreement with Dallas County
to simplify the property tax collec-
tion process for customers. Effec-
tive Oct. 1, property taxes for Irv-
ing will be collected by the Dallas
County Tax Office.

For taxpayers, the change
means convenience. Now, city and
county taxes will be consolidated
into one bill, so that customers can
issue one payment to one entity,
all at once. Dallas County Tax Of-
fices will welcome payments from
Irving taxpayers at any of its 10 lo-
cations within the Metroplex, in-
cluding the office at 530 N.
O’Connor Road.

Irving taxpayers will not only
benefit from more payment loca-

tions, but customers can take ad-
vantage of an expanded list of pay-
ment methods. Traditional forms of
payment, such as check, cash and
money orders will still be accepted.
Added methods of payment for tax-
payers will include: credit card pay-
ments, online payments, kiosk pay-
ments, and wire transfers.

There will be no changes in
tax due dates for customers. Pay-
ments are due before Feb. 1 and
must be postmarked by Jan. 31. It
is estimated the adoption of this
new tax collection process will
save the City $157,000 annually.
To view tax office locations and
hours, visit
www.dallascounty.org/depart-
ment/tax/taxoffice_home.html.

City simplifies tax collection
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CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENTS

ADVERTISING PRICES
Per line  ----- $2.20                          Bold, Caps, border --- $7.00

Contact pamb@irvingrambler.com or call 214-675-9445 to purchase classified ads

The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers
together.  When you place a classified advertise-
ment in the Rambler, we publish it online at no addi-
tional charge. The Irving Rambler does not accept
submission of an advertisement as a commitment
to publish.  Publication of an advertisement does

not create an obligation to continue publishing.  The
Irving Rambler reserves the right to refuse to publish
any advertisement for any reason.  Ads promoting
hate groups, or including inappropriate material will
not be published.  E-mail addresses will only be pub-
lished if included in the copy of your classified ad.

House and cottage House is
2/1 with built-in vanity with

two sinks in bathroom,
washer/dryer connections,

HVAC and  gas. ceiling fans.
Large built-in desk with built-in
shelving above. Large living
and dining area. Lots of clos-
ets and windows! Covered
patio breezeway between

house and garage. Cottage is
1/1 with full kitchen, all elec-
tric. Large living and dining

area. Lots of windows! Large
covered porch. Great for

home office or Mom. Water
and lawn care included in

rent! PLEASE CALL
972.841.0318.

Experienced and qualified
Certified Nurse Aide (CNA),

with excellent references,
available for live in work.
Great cook. Call Susan at

832.352.5886 or
emailstuflat@ googlemail.com

PET
BOARDING

WORK
WANTED

HOUSE
FOR RENT

HELP
WANTED

ITEMS
WANTED

FOR SALE-Hot Wheels
Collection-Treasure Hunts,
Final Runs and many other

series 972-438-4522

HORSE PROPERTY
2/1 house and 1/1 cottage -
great for home office! Three

stall barn and three large cor-
rals. Water and lawn care
included in rent! PLEASE

CALL 972.841.0318.

2/1/1 in Irving; fenced yard;
near schools; deposit and

references required
972.986.7100

Want to buy used stationary
exercise bicycle

214.277.1895

HOUSE
FOR LEASE

JAE’s Pet Sitting
Irving, TX

214-952-7347

“MEMORIES FLORIST
Floral Designer/Sales, 2 Yrs.

Experience
must know Irving. Appt. only

972 2542603 “

SALES POSITION: Local
territory, People person, detail
oriented, responsible, courte-

ous, articulate, computer
literate, MS Office, email and
Internet savvy opportunity for
growth, experience preferred.

Call to 214-675-6493 to
discuss your future.

IRISES: Old Fashioned
Whites & hybrid purples
$1.00 & up 972.986.9803

ITEMS
FOR SALE

MEGA GARAGE SALE
Saturday August 29th

7 AM - 1 PM
909 Gloucester St. S.

Irving, 75062
Lots of kids, household and

gift items.

GARAGE
SALE

Send subscriptions to
the Irving Rambler

P.O. Box 177731
Irving, TX 75017

2 BEDROOM RENTS REDUCED
Bring in this ad for $400 off

Park Grove Square
Apartments

1, 2 & 3 Bedroom Apartment Homes starting at $585

Immediate Move-ins Available!
Call 972-790-9704

!!!!! Pool
!!!!! Cable Ready
!!!!! On DART Line
!!!!! Playground, Picnic
!!!!! Spacious Closets
!!!!! Garbage Disposal
!!!!! Ceiling Fans
!!!!! Laundry Room
!!!!! Near schools, City Park
!!!!! 24-hr Emergency Maintenance
!!!!! Professional On-site Managment

2957 Park Drive
Irving, TX 75060

cation include previously home-
schooled students, athletes, per-
formers and others with busy travel
or work schedules, students with
special needs, including physical
or mental disabilities, and students
seeking Honors courses or other
classes unavailable in their local
school district,” Ms. Mayberry
said.

“Students who have a high
probability of success are gener-
ally self-motivated, have reading
and writing skills at or above their
current grade level, are willing to
ask the teacher for help, have or-
ganizational and time-management
skills.

“Students with physical or
mental disabilities often face chal-
lenges in traditional school set-
tings. Through iQ Academy these
students can receive individualized
attention, and they can complete
their education in a safe and com-
fortable environment. iQ Academy
works with each individual to de-
velop an educational solution that
will enable them to excel.

More and more people seem
to be considering online learning

for their children.
“The Academy provides a

more flexible alternative to tradi-
tional classroom-based learning.
Online learning setting enables
students to learn without limits,
studying when and where they
want to accommodate family, work,
friends and community.

“Over the last few years, we
have seen dramatic growth in
online education all across the
country, as families discover the
many strengths of this new educa-
tion model.

“Students of online schools
learn to communicate and work
collaboratively even though they
aren’t in the same room. Courses
are taught by a teacher in real time,
mimicking a videoconference or
teleconference meeting.

“We provide every student
with a laptop and have a technical
support line dedicated to parents
and students. We also travel the
state at the beginning of the school
year hosting face-to-face orienta-
tions to walk the parents and stu-
dents through the online environ-
ment,” she said.

Continued from page 1

New school option offersNew school option offersNew school option offersNew school option offersNew school option offers
adadadadadvantages to some studentsvantages to some studentsvantages to some studentsvantages to some studentsvantages to some students

The City of Irving has been
notified of its first human case of
West Nile virus this season. The
resident lives in the 1600 block of
Sixth Street.

The resident was hospitalized,
but has since been discharged and
is recovering at home. Residential
areas near that location are being
sprayed to reduce the risk of trans-
mission of the virus to others.

West Nile virus is commonly
carried by wild birds, and the virus
can be spread to people through
the bite of an infected mosquito.

Irving officials use active sur-
veillance for mosquito-borne ill-
nesses. Each week, trapped female
mosquitoes are shipped to the state

health department laboratory in
Austin to be tested for all known
mosquito-transmitted viruses. Irv-
ing City staff responds to resident
complaints, treats standing water
to kill juvenile mosquitoes, and
monitors the trapping results of
other Dallas County cities as their
test results are reported. As per the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention protocol, the City of Irv-
ing conducts mosquito spraying
operations when one or more of the
following public health conditions
becomes known:
When mosquito trap counts exceed
a preset number.
When a trap sample is positive for
West Nile virus.
When a suspected human case of

First human case of West
Nile virus confirmed in Irving

West Nile virus is reported.
When a confirmed human case of
West Nile virus is reported.

Residents experiencing sig-
nificant mosquito activity should
report this information to Irving’s
mosquito hot line at 972-721-3755.
If dead or dying birds are found in
a yard, the address should be re-
ported to the hot line for tracking
purposes. The state health depart-
ment no longer tests dead birds for
the virus. West Nile is not spread
from dead birds to people or pets;
however, residents should use two
plastic trash bags turned inside out
to pick up dead birds, turn the bags
right side out, and place the tied
bags in their regular trash bag for
disposal.  

Provided by Kasey McCrary           
The Texas State Library and Ar-
chives Commission (TSLAC) has
been invited by the Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation to participate in
the Opportunity Online broadband
grant program designed to improve
and sustain free, quality Internet
connectivity in the state’s public
libraries.

Today, millions of Americans
use computers and the Internet at
public libraries to find jobs, earn
long-distance learning degrees,
start and grow small businesses,
learn English, get e-government in-
formation and more. Seventy per-
cent of people who use computers
and the Internet at libraries say it is
their primary source of access to
these technology tools. Unfortu-

nately, 217 Texas public libraries do
not currently offer high-speed
Internet connections that meet the
needs of their communities. More-
over, almost every Texas public li-
brary would like to improve their
connectivity speeds.

In today’s digital world, con-
nectivity speed is important. It is
the difference between taking an
interactive, online educational
course with streaming video or au-
dio and reading a basic Web site
for instructive content. Or down-
loading lengthy government appli-
cations in seconds versus strug-
gling with freezing or intermittent
connections to access a basic gov-
ernment Web site.

The Opportunity Online
broadband grant program is de-

signed to support improved and
sustained connectivity so every
Texas public library can meet the
needs of their communities, specifi-
cally high-bandwidth applications
like online education, e-govern-
ment services, and economic de-
velopment applications. In order to
better prepare for the participation
in the grant program, the Texas
State Library and Archives Com-
mission has convened a
sustainability advisory group in-
cluding state leaders for both pub-
lic and private sectors to determine
how best to improve high-speed
Internet sustainability for the state
public libraries.  

“Connectivity continues be
important to Texans and state gov-
ernment,” said Peggy D. Rudd,
TSLAC director and state librarian.
“The Texas State Library and Ar-
chives Commission looks forward
to adding to that momentum by
working with the Bill & Melinda

Gates Foundation to improve con-
nectivity in our public libraries.
The connectivity needs of our
communities continue to grow, and
it is essential that Texas’ public li-
braries keep up with the needs of
the people they serve.”

The Opportunity Online
broadband grant program comes
are an opportune time as local or-
ganizations explore federal broad-
band stimulus funding and the
Texas Department of Agriculture is
developing a detailed broadband
inventory map to understand
where broadband technology is
currently available to better posi-
tion Texas for competitive funding
from the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA)
to build out technology to un-
served areas. 

“Public libraries have played
an important role in closing the digi-
tal divide. Unfortunately the speed
of connectivity in libraries is often

too slow to ensure that people can
use computers effectively,” said Jill
Nishi, deputy director of U.S. Li-
braries at the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation. “If libraries are to re-
main engines of opportunity, local
governments, communities, and li-
brary supporters must all work to-
gether to ensure that public librar-
ies provide free, sustainable, high-
speed Internet access.”
 The grant program will allow
the TSLAC to host a summit for
library leaders, community part-
ners, and statewide stakeholders to
examine the current state of con-
nectivity in Texas libraries and raise
awareness about the need for in-
creased connectivity in
libraries. The summit will create a
foundation for a state broadband
sustainability strategy for all pub-
lic libraries to ensure that all com-
munities can support adequate
Internet connections at their pub-
lic library. 

Grant program to improve library Internet connections
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Get an additional 10% off from already low prices
when presenting this ad at the front door.

We have Bedroom
suits starting at $518,
Dinette sets starting at
$169, Sofa & Loveseat
starting at $585, 3 pc
coffee table set
starting at $68, and
many clearance items.
Layaway available!

222 West Airport Freeway
Irving, TX 75062
(972) 579-3479

Se Habla Espanol

!!!!!Efficiency and One Bedroom
!!!!!Income Based Rent
!!!!!Current Open Waiting List
!!!!!Beautifully Landscaped
!!!!!Ceiling Fan, Mini Blinds,
     Controlled access
!!!!!Close to Shopping, Restaurants
     and City Bus Route

!!!!!On Site Community Laundry
!!!!!Library and Game Room
!!!!!Community Activities
!!!!!Across the Street from City Park
!!!!!24 hour Emergency Maintenance
!!!!!Professional Management

WAITING LIST NOW OPEN!
PARK GROVE VILLAGE

MID-RISE RETIREMENT COMMUNITY
2920 W. Shady Grove

Irving, TX 75060
972-790-9704

The Irving ISD Teachers of the
Year for 2009-2010 were announced
at the Board of Trustees meeting
Monday.

Honorees will be formally rec-
ognized at a reception and board
meeting Sep. 15 at Irving High
School. Isela Russell, bilingual fifth
grade teacher at John Haley El-
ementary School, is the IISD El-
ementary Teacher of the Year.
Carey Christenberry, gifted and tal-
ented/advanced placement English
teacher at Nimitz High School, is
the IISD Secondary Teacher of the
Year.

Trustees also recognized Cam-
pus Teachers of the Year. High
school honorees are: Tim Weinrich,
history, Irving High School; Miral
Kawasmi, science, MacArthur High
School; Carey Christenberry, AP

English, Nimitz High School; Becky
Kerner, special education, Jack E.
Singley Academy; and Maria
Martinez, science, Union Bower
Center for Learning.

Middle School Honorees are:
Theresa Spencer, eighth grade En-
glish, Austin Middle School; Gin-
ger Curtis, algebra and geometry,
Bowie Middle School; Brenda
Garcia, sixth-eighth grade ESL,
Crockett Middle School; David
Seright, seventh grade social stud-
ies, de Zavala Middle School; Me-
lissa Karp, seventh grade English,
Houston Middle School; Stephanie
Miles, eighth grade math, Lamar
Middle School; Larry Lanier, eighth
grade English, Travis Middle
School; and Laura Sichi, reassign-
ment teacher, Secondary Reassign-
ment Center.

Elementary honorees are: Toni
Kayser-Boyd, second grade dual
language, Barton Elementary
School; Todd Smith, fourth grade
bilingual gifted and talented (GT),
Brandenburg Elementary School;
Jorge Capella, fifth grade science,
Britain Elementary School; Sandra
Benavidez, bilingual second grade,
Brown Elementary School; Kristina
Geddes, first grade, Davis Elemen-
tary School; Gabriela Lopez-Smith,
bilingual kindergarten, Elliott El-
ementary School; Ana Hanna, third
grade bilingual GT, Farine Elemen-
tary School; Kesha Valtierra, sec-
ond grade ESL, Gilbert Elementary
School; Holley Nasky, fourth grade
GT, Good Elementary School; Isela
Russell, bilingual fifth grade math,
John Haley Elementary School;
Angela Snyder, physical educa-
tion, Thomas Haley Elementary
School; Dorothy Ugwu, special
education, Hanes Elementary
School; Katherine Young, special
education, Johnston Elementary
School; Lori Lee, fifth grade sci-
ence, Keyes Elementary School;
Patricia Rojas, bilingual fourth
grade, Lee Elementary School;
Bryan Esstman, fourth grade GT,
Lively Elementary School; Amie
McGugan, instructional coach,
Schulze Elementary School; Elisa
Edgar, art, Stipes Elementary
School; Sam Manning, fifth grade,
Townley Elementary School; Har-
mony Lokash, third grade, Townsell
Elementary School; and Sandra
Walton, fourth/fifth grade teacher,
Wheeler Transitional & Develop-
ment Center.

Early childhood school honor-
ees are: Patty Vaughan, prekinder-
garten, Clifton Early Childhood
School; Cathy Center, special edu-
cation, Kinkeade Early Childhood
School; and Patricia Frausto, bilin-
gual prekindergarten, Pierce Early
Childhood School.

Top teachers announced

The results of the annual Phi
Delta Kappa/Gallup Poll of the
Public’s Attitudes Toward the Pub-
lic Schools was released Aug. 27.
A bipartisan group of education ex-
perts were assembled in February
to determine the topics to be stud-
ied in the 41st poll: grading our
schools; No Child Left Behind;
charter schools; teachers; drop-

outs; early childhood/preschool;
innovation - Moving in the right
direction; economic stimulus; and
schools and the news media.

The 2009 PDK/Gallup report
presents every question to the
reader as it was asked, and pre-
sents answers in tabulated format
compared to results from previous
years, or compared to results from

a broader segment of society.
According to the report, lack

of funding for schools was listed
by a wide margin as the biggest
problem, followed by lack of disci-
pline and overcrowding. Funding
has been cited as the number-one
problem since 2000, but its mention
by 32% of the respondents is the
highest ever recorded.

More than 50% of Americans
gave either an A or B to schools in
their community, and when asked
to assign grades to the local
schools attended by their oldest
child, almost 75% assigned either
an A or B, the highest grade ever
recorded. Letter grades that
American’s give to the nation’s
schools in general are significantly
lower, with less than 20% giving
schools an A or B. This continues
a long-standing difference, sug-
gesting that Americans like the
schools they know, but are much
less positive about public educa-
tion in general. According to the
report, public school reformers fear
the results show that Americans
are overly satisfied with the
schools in their community and,
consequently, less open to reform
efforts. The report stated that
Americans say education is not as
good today as when they were in
school. However, data suggests

that parents believe education is
better today.

The PDK/Gallup poll is de-
signed as an opportunity for par-
ents, educators and legislators to
assess public opinion about the
nation’s most important public in-
stitution: public schools. Percep-
tions are powerful indicators about

how well we as a nation are listen-
ing to citizens’ concerns and de-
sires regarding public schools and
how effective we communicate
with various stakeholders.

For the complete Phi Delta
Kappa/Gallup poll results, access:
w w w. e d w e e k . o r g / m e d i a /
2009galluppdkpoll.pdf.

Phi Delta Kappa/Gallup education poll released

Linda Sanders (left), teacher at Wheeler Transitional & Development
Center, and Lindsey Sanders, fourth grade teacher at Stipes
Elementary School, visit with a teacher in one of the economically
depressed areas of India in which the teachers worked for two weeks.

Teachers return
with experience
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September Coupon Savings

425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

(972) 253-7335
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

For Take Out Call

SPECIALS
EVERY
DAY!

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

September 6 - 7

CLOSED FOR LABOR DAYCLOSED FOR LABOR DAY

40%
OFFBREAKFAST

Available until 3pm - One coupon per customer - Only good for listed 2009 dates
Not good with any other offer or savings including senior discounts

September 8 - 11 40%
OFFBREAKFAST

40%
OFF

One coupon per customer - Only good for listed 2009 dates
Not good with any other offer or savings including senior discounts

September 14 - 18 40%
OFFJoes SpecialJoes Special

40%
OFF

One coupon per customer - Only good for listed 2009 dates
Not good with any other offer or savings including senior discounts

September 21 - 25 40%
OFFDinner EntreDinner Entre

September 28 - 30

Coffee & Tea40 C 40 C
NO COUPON NECESSARY - Only good for listed  2009 dates

Coffee & Tea

Only good for September 2009 weekends - Only one gift per customer per day

Weekends Only

FREE GIFTFREE GIFT
Bring in or wear Joes Memorabilia and receive one free gift.

Provided by Ryann Cashman
The Centers for Disease Con-

trol and Prevention predicts an un-
usually severe flu season, elevat-
ing the urgency for certain groups
and demographics to receive the
vaccine. This comes as the
economy has forced many people
to cut costs at the expense of their
health. According to a Kaiser Fam-
ily Foundation survey, one in four
Americans said the cost of a
doctor’s visit has forced them to
delay health care in the past year.

“We have made the process
of getting immunizations conve-
nient for your whole family. From
school vaccines to seasonal flu
shots and travel immunizations,”
said Tom Thumb president, Tom
Schwilke.

Due to the number of students
who have not received their school
immunizations, Governor Perry re-
cently mandated an extension of
the deadline for parents to get their
children in compliance with vacci-
nation requirements to October 1.
This extension applies to the fol-

lowing vaccines: Meningococcal,
tetanus/diphtheria/acellular per-
tussis (Tdap) and varicella, which
are available at your neighborhood
Tom Thumb pharmacy.

Now through March 2010, or
while supplies last, Tom Thumb
pharmacies will provide seasonal
flu vaccines on a “walk-in” basis
and through scheduled flu vaccine
clinics. Tom Thumb is also provid-
ing an off-site flu clinic service for
businesses, senior centers and
nursing homes that choose to pro-
vide their employees or residents
with the convenience of receiving
a flu vaccine where they work or
live. To help everyone in these eco-
nomic times when someone gets
their flu shot they also get a
voucher worth 10% off  their next
grocery purchase (while supplies
last).  

Information about stores offer-
ing immunizations can be found at
www.tomthumb.com/pharmacy.
Medicare Part B participants will
receive flu shots at no charge.

Provided by Ryan Sanders
Twenty-two North Texas

FASTSIGNS franchises have en-
gaged Irving’s REACH Agency to
direct marketing and advertising
efforts for their stores next year. The
cooperative of 18 store owners
voted unanimously to hire REACH
after reviewing proposals and
qualifications from three local agen-
cies as well as FASTSIGNS’ corpo-
rate marketing department.

“We are very optimistic about
working with REACH,” Co-op

President and Irving franchisee Jeff
Youngblood said. “We’re looking
for a way to take our marketing to
the next level and after consider-
ing three agencies, we’re con-
vinced that REACH is the one to
help us get there.”

“It didn’t take much market re-
search to learn that the vinyl mar-
ket is saturated,” Sanders said.
“Part of our job will be to educate
our target markets about
FASTSIGNS capabilities beyond
banners.”

Grocery provides solution
to family immunization

FASTSIGNS taps
REACH for marketing
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Buying or Selling a Home -
Call Now!

Masters III
David Patterson

REALTOR

davidp@remax.net
www.davidp.remax.com469.231.7793

Ask about $8,000 First Time Home Buyer Tax Credit

By Lisa McNarara
Eight senior performers paced

the halls of Heritage Senior Center
the evening of Aug. 28 and gave it
their all to win the “Senior Idol” title
and prizes. This year’s theme was
“Senior Idol Goes Hollywood!”

Senior talent ranging from 55
to 98 years of age dazzled a crowd
of 200. Senior Idol contestants
sang, danced, played the guitar and
recited poetry to gospel music and
Latin medleys. These young at
heart seniors surprised the Senior
Idol judges with their contagious
enthusiasm and joy.

The contestants accompanied
themselves with their instruments,
used CD backgrounds,  and even
made it a family affair, as was the
case for Grace and Mickey Stevens,
a mother and son duet. Grace was
the oldest Senior Idol of the
evening at 98 years young. This
intense duo won the ensemble di-
vision with a near standing ova-
tion.

In the soloist division, Doug
McAllister brought down the
house and took home with title of
Senior Idol 2009. His version of
“Lady Luck” had the audience tap-

ping and snapping throughout the
song. Second place went to Sue
Borunda for her authentic “Hula”
dance, and third place also went to
a Latin dance routine from Olga
Jacobs.

Three local judges were se-
lected to critique the talent and cast
their votes. Chief Mario Molina of
the Irving Fire Department, Linda
Ross Director of Programs and Ser-
vices Alzheimer’s Association, Phil
Volk Supervisor of the Bedford De-
tention Services and Internation-
ally collected artist, were the judges
selected for this evening of talent.

Local seniors showcase talents

Taking their bows, the 2009 Senior Idol participants stand on the stage together during the final moments
of the competition.

Rock and Roll will never die

Doing their part to keep the legacy of music alive for their generation, members of Cygnus Psyanide (top
lft), Hatriarch (top rt), Every Other One (bottom lft), and Unintelligent Design (bottom rt) carry on a
musical tradition while performing during the annual Battle of the Bands.

Provided by Kate McMillan
The Walmart Foundation

made a $500,000 grant to further the
work of the National Organization
on Disability’s (N.O.D.) Emergency
Preparedness Initiative (EPI).
N.O.D. is nationally recognized
amongst emergency managers and
the disability community as the
only cross-disability organization
with a fully dedicated emergency
preparedness program and person-
nel experienced in emergency man-
agement and disability issues.

The grant from the Walmart
Foundation will support EPI’s mis-
sion to ensure that the needs of
the 54 million men, women, and
children with disabilities – one-fifth
of the U.S. population – are taken
into account in emergency plan-
ning and response. EPI’s outreach,

education and awareness efforts
aim to position people with dis-
abilities as a central component of
emergency preparedness plans at
all levels, while also ensuring that
people with disabilities take steps
to prepare themselves.

“We are honored to receive
this grant from the Walmart Foun-
dation,” said Carol Glazer, N.O.D.
President. “The aftermath of Sep.
11 exposed an obvious vacuum in
the emergency preparedness uni-
verse. We created EPI to address
the critical need to educate a wide
range of audiences about how to
successfully implement emergency
procedures for people with disabili-
ties. With the help of generous
funding from organizations like
Walmart we can continue to expand
our work and build on our suc-

cess.”
“At Walmart, helping commu-

nities is what we do every day, and
when a crisis strikes, that charge
becomes an even greater priority,”
said Margaret McKenna, president
of the Walmart Foundation. “Our
recent grant to the National Orga-
nization on Disability is evidence
of our commitment to supporting
local disaster relief efforts. We are
proud to support the expansion
and growth of this program.”

The grant from the Walmart
Foundation will enable EPI to:
Revise and improve educational
and training materials;
Reach out to more states, counties
and localities;
Expand its network of advocacy
organizations;
Increase its outreach activities for

people with disabilities; and
Increase awareness nationwide on
this critical issue.

EPI works to bridge the divide
between the disability and emer-
gency preparedness communities
through its award-winning “Part-
ners in Preparation” outreach cam-
paign, the establishment of the first-
ever disability-preparedness
“Technical Assistance, Outreach
and Education Center” and indi-
vidual-level training on prepared-
ness for 4,500 people in Alabama,
Louisiana and Mississippi, among
other programs.

 “Emergency preparedness for
the disabled concerns all Ameri-
cans, because anyone can join the
disability community in an in-
stant,” said Hilary Styron, EPI Na-
tional Director. “While we have
come a long way in the past few
years, the fact remains that indi-
viduals with disabilities and spe-
cial needs are still the country’s
most vulnerable population for
emergency preparedness. We’re
pleased that the Walmart Founda-
tion has recognized this need with
its generous grant, which will help
us expand the reach and effective-
ness of our program.”

Country Place Living, an op-
erator of assisted-living residences
for seniors, announced an alliance
with Care Purchasing Services, Inc.
As a group purchasing organiza-
tion, purchasing cooperative pro-
vides members access to dis-
counted national contracts.

Country Place Living joins
more than 2,400 long-term care resi-
dences in partnership with Care
Purchasing Services.

“Country Place Living strives
to offer each resident the highest
quality of care and comfort,” said
Cynthia Gartman, president of
Country Place Living. “Our partner-
ship with Care Purchasing Services
will help support and sustain the
buying power of our locations.”
 This alliance offers Country
Place Living residences as well as
their employees the opportunity to
access more than $400 million in
strategic buying power. 

Walmart Foundation commits funds to emergency

Assisted living provider,
purchasing coop partner
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“Proudly  Serving  Irving  And  Surrounding  Communities  Since 1933”

IRVING’S ONLY PERPETUAL CARE CEMETERY

(972) 579-1844

1413 E. Irving Blvd.
Irving, TX. 75060

Garden  of  the  Gospels

around us, and it works. There is
no guarantee that a single member
district is going to elect a Hispanic.
However, if the courts rule that we
have to go to a single member dis-
trict, and they do it for us, then we
will be at a loss if they come up
with an 8 - 1. That is not good for
the city.

“Remember, it takes three
council members to put something
on the agenda, and a 6 - 2 -1 has
three votes to put an issue on the
agenda. So I plead with you, don’t
waste any more of my money.

“All these lawyers are feeding
off of us taxpayers. There are frivo-
lous lawsuits being filed, but we
still have to fight them. I think it is
time to move on and cut our losses.
If he (the Plaintiff) is willing to settle
that $800,000 bill for $200,000; fine.

“But if we keep going, we are
going to spend millions and mil-
lions of dollars, and then all of our
services are going to be cut, be-
cause the money has got to come
from somewhere. It comes from tax-
payers. The water bill is going to
go up, your sewer and other ser-
vices will be cut. So let’s move on.
Let’s move in the right direction,
and get positive. I implore you to
take the right step and lead the city
in the right direction. And quit
wasting my money,” he said.

With the new redistricting
boundaries approved, Councilman
Thomas Spink will lose his Council
seat.

“It is not important whether I
serve or not on this Council. I am
not opposed to me being out. It is
not important that I get to run.
What is important is that we have
a system that is legal and in place
right now.

“I am opposed to the Gerry-
mandering of District 1. It strips
through the middle of Irving and
cuts through three different dis-
tricts. It is ugly, terrible, and does
not serve or represent the voters
to the best interests of the city of
Irving. This is my opinion.  It
changes a lot of folks, and it
changes the way we do business.

“It is not really for the best.
We ought to stay with our appeal.
Carry it through, then do a proper
redistricting. I am not opposed to
single member districts. We should
be able to win that appeal pretty
easily.

“We are not doing anything
in Irving illegal. But we might be
doing something that is illegal with
the Gerrymandering of this district.
It is bad, and it does not serve you
well. That is one of the main rea-
sons I cannot support this for you.

“All in all it makes good sense
to get input from the voters as to
how they feel regarding the matter
by the way of a ballot, rather than
by this Council imposing author-
ity. Getting the statistics from the
2010 census will give us a more fac-
tual accounting of our population,
and allow us the ability to draw
lines that more accurately reflect
our citizens’ need for representa-
tion.

“I would want to settle if we
could settle without tearing up the
middle of Irving,” he said.

During the Council meeting,
Mayor Herbert Gears reminded his
fellow Councilmen and those in at-
tendance of the importance of rec-
ognizing the legal position the City
is in at this time.

“Although people want to ig-
nore it and engage their own law
and order degree, I am not a law-
yer, but my law and order degree
tells me that the Federal Judge has
ruled against Irving, period,”
Mayor Gears said. “We lost in Fed-
eral Court. Right now, we are sub-
ject to a Federal Court Order, we
are prohibited from holding an elec-
tion of any kind. So your commu-
nity right now cannot hold an elec-
tion under the court order that is
active today. That is the condition
we are in. Everybody has to remem-
ber that. We can talk about a whole
lot of opinions about different
things, but I think it is prudent we
assess the condition we are in ac-
curately and accept it.

“We have talked many, many
years about single member districts
systems. You may not be aware of
it, but all cities go through this pro-
cess when they continue to grow.
Irving is over 200,000 people. We
are 70 square miles. We are a very
diverse community. This is a natu-
ral progression. There are a lot of
different ways that cities transition
into single member district type
systems. Some of them are less ef-
fective than others, but it is the pro-
cess that we are going through
now. Sometimes, it’s messy. We
have a strike against us in that the
Federal Court has ruled against us
and our system.

“Our attorney Mr. Heath, re-
member he is the one who con-
vinced us that we would win this
lawsuit. So when the question
came up about why we didn’t settle
this in the beginning and save all
this trouble, well, we had a very
prominent lawyer guaranteeing us
we were going to win. Now he is
guaranteeing us we are going to
win everything we do. Although,
he has also guaranteed us by the
way that we will lose the subse-
quent lawsuit.

“We have filed an appeal. We
did that to preserve our options. If
this settlement is altered in any way
by the judge or not approved to-
night, we reserved our rights to
proceed with our appeal.”

In effect, the City Council’s
members had to choose between
two options.

“We are saddled with two op-
tions in this situation. We continue
to fight, or we settle this issue. We
have done our best to attempt to
describe what both those options
look like. And then we will vote on
them. It is that simple.

“We continue to fight. Well we
have been told our appeal could
last up to 24 months. We’ve been
told when we get the new census
data in 18 months that we are go-
ing to be sunk in the next court-
room, because it is going to further
bolster the case of the plaintiff,
who has already won. Those legal
fees will total at least a million dol-
lars of what I can calculate of our
own. And we are also paying the
bill on the plaintiff’s attorney by
the way, which the claim is already
over $800,000. They said they
would take $500,000. This has them
settling for $200,000. We have al-
ready paid our lawyer $400,000, the
great Mr. Heath. And the great Mr.
Heath will make another $400,000 if
we choose to fight.

“So we choose to fight in the
context of knowing we are going
to lose, and knowing we are going
to continue spending millions of
dollars. When we become an ad-

Continued from page 1
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versary in this way to the Federal
Judge, and we start talking about
how bad of a judge he is and how
he is going to get his cases over-
turned. Federal Court Judges have
a way of making you pay for things
like that.

“So we will become an adver-
sary. We will wind up with an 8 - 1
system, which most of the people I
have talked to think is an ineffec-
tive system for Irving.

“Not to mention the statement
it makes to the greater community,
because the greater community
knows the inevitability as well.
What statement are we making in
the way we are going about this,”
Mayor Gears said.

“The other option is settle. We
worked a great deal. In fact the
Council asked me to specifically as
one person represent them in this
process.

“Through a great deal of work
with Charles (Anderson), Bob
Heath, and the attorneys for the
plaintiff, we arrived at where we are
today. We have a hybrid system.
We have at large council members.
We believe the functionality of this
system is a benefit to Irving, par-
ticularly when you compare it to
where we are heading.

“We were able to gain a lot of
considerations. The plaintiff’s de-
sire first of all was to wipe us all
out, draw up districts that nobody
lived in, and have an election in
May for the entire City Council.
That is a disruption to your local
government that nobody who cares
about this community should de-
sire.

“Where we started was an 8 -
1 system with a whole election with
everybody being wiped out. We

incumbents. They wound up with
one place with no incumbent. Ev-
ery other position has the current
sitting incumbent including Beth
Van Duyne in Place 2.

“I’m not saying it’s a perfect
place to arrive. I just want you to
understand that there was a great
deal of consideration and negotia-
tion to be able to place something
in front of the Council so they had
a choice of what to do. Fight, or
settle this once and for all, and get
this behind us. That is where we
are today.

“It is a momentous decision
for the City to make. These kinds
of decisions are generally made
through Charter Elections. That is
how we designed ourselves to get
this done. In this case, a Charter
Election has absolutely no impact
or effect on this process the Fed-
eral Court Judge will dictate what
we do, and if our Charter doesn’t
match what he says, it really
doesn’t matter. We’ll have to worry
about that later. Try to get it
changed, and hope that it passes,
but it still wouldn’t matter. So the
Charter Election has become a non-
opportunity for us.”

Manuel Benavidez, the citizen
who originally filed the lawsuit
against the City, feels the settle-
ment agreement is reasonable.

“The City is offering an agree-
ment between both sides that this
is the most logical approach. This
is a solution to the problem the City
is facing. I see a lot of positive ad-
vantages that will develop because
of the new features. Changes are
going to be implemented,” Mr.
Benavidez said.

“We said from the very begin-
ning that our intention was never

to present any negative image of
Irving or to hurt the city of Irving.
We have always been thinking of
the positive side and to determine
what is better for everyone who
resides in Irving. That has always
been our intent.

“You have elected officials
who still have their time to serve.
As soon as that term is over, the
transition begins. You cannot in-
terrupt the system of government.
It is a progression of the changes
that are coming.

“Everything so far that I see is
positive for both sides. I feel a posi-
tive start leads to other positives,
which is a good indication that ev-
erything is going to be okay,” he
said.

Councilman Allan Meagher
heard from a number of Irving citi-
zens prior to making his decision.

“I had a lot of phone calls at
home from people complaining and
saying we need to turn this down
and fight,” Councilman Meagher
said.

“The lawsuit says we have to
have an 8 - 1 system. I would like
the 5 - 4. I really would. But if we
can settle for a 6 - 3, it is better than
an 8 - 1. We need to do it. Not ev-
erybody, but a lot of citizens want
us to settle, so let’s do it.

“I am sorry that Tom Spink is
going to be knocked out. I really
am. But they want a district with-
out an incumbent, and we have got
to give that to them. The Mayor
was nice and flipped the precinct
numbers, so Beth could stay in.
Beth was originally knocked out
too.

“Everyone knows that when
you are in a lawsuit, legal fees just
build up and build up. Why should

came a long
way from that
point to be
where we are
today, to be
able to maintain
our election
schedule, to do
the best we can
to preserve the
integrity of the
current elected
officials’ seats
and allow them
to come up in a
normal course,
and not have to
suffer too much
change in the
process. All
those things
were negoti-
ated. The legal
fees were nego-
tiated.

“The prob-
lem with Place
1, again remem-
ber they
wanted eight
places with no

we make the tax-
payers in Irving
pay these large le-
gal fees? Right
now, it was
$800,000, and they
lowered it down to
$200,000.

“If we keep
going on the ap-
peal and the law-
yers keep racking
it up, they are not
going to work with
us the next time we
lose. They will not
compromise.

“Originally
they told us we
were going to win
this lawsuit. Did
we win? No. Now
they say go ap-
peal, you will win
this appeal. They
told us that on the
last lawsuit. At
what point do you
just stop your
losses and take
care of business?”
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ACCEPTING ALL Pre-Need Funerals

Chapel of Roses Funeral Home

1225 E. Irving Blvd. 75060
972-554-1031

Owned & Operated by the
Chism & Crouch Families

Directors:
Charlotte Chism Waldrum
Harrell Chism

Offering:
Traditional Funeral Services
Cremation
Military Services

www.ChapelofRosesfh.com

JAMES CLYDE STRAUSS
James Clyde Strauss, 93, passed
away August 27, 2009 in Abilene.
Survivors include sons Larry and
wife Margaret of Mesquite and
Randy Strauss of Garland.
Graveside service with military
honors was at 1:00 p.m. September
1, 2009 at Oak Grove Memorial Gar-
dens. Arrangements by Brown’s
Memorial Funeral Home.

ANNA “ELISABETH”
DUCKWORTH

Anna “Elisabeth” Duckworth, of
Irving, passed away Saturday, Au-
gust 29, 2009. She was born Octo-
ber 23, 1930 in Unterfaffenhoffen,

Germany. Graveside services were
held at 10:30 AM Wednesday, Sep-
tember 2, 2009 at DFW National
Cemetery in Dallas. Arrangements
by Brown’s Memorial Funeral
Home.

CHARLES
BLANKENSHIP

Charles Blankenship, age 74, a resi-
dent of Irving for more than 50
years, died Saturday, August 29,
2009 at an Irving nursing center.
Charles was born March 9, 1935 in
Denison, TX. A memorial service
was held at 3:30 p.m., Friday, Sep-
tember 4, 2009 at Donnelly’s Colo-
nial Funeral Home Chapel.

DORIS MILLER
Doris Miller, of
Irving, passed
away Wednes-
day, August 26,
2009. She was
born December
9, 1920 in Dallas.
She was a mem-

ber of Pioneer Drive Baptist Church
in Irving. Preceded in death by her
husband Robert W. Miller and son
Roger E. Parrish, survivors include
her children Robert W. Parrish of
Irving, Sandy Miller Brisbon and
husband Dennis of Irving, and
Steve L. Miller and wife Jewell of
Tioga, grandchildren James S.
Miller, Travis R. Coe, Angela L.
Parrish, Tiffany N. Miller, Meagan
Miller, Steven W. Miller, and Tina
L. Kosar; and 6 great grandchil-
dren. Graveside services were held
at 10 AM Saturday, August 29, 2009
at Oak Grove Memorial Gardens in
Irving. Memorial donations may be
made to the American Cancer Soci-
ety, P.O. Box 560089, Dallas, TX
75356.  Arrangements made by
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home.

G.W. DUKE JR.
G.W. Duke Jr., 86, passed away on
August 27, 2009 in Irving, TX.. He
was born on December 24, 1923 in
Soper, OK. to Grady & Myrle
(Aubrey) Duke. G.W. had lived in
Irving since 1958, retired from
Interfirst Bank in Dallas after 26
years of service and was a long-
time member of Oak View Baptist
Church. He was preceded in death
by his parents, and brother, John
Duke. He is survived by his wife,
Jo Duke of Irving, extended family,
Pat & Keith Lewis and “Precious
Boy”, Zakery Lewis of Arlington,
TX., sister, Jeroline Smith of
LaPorte, TX., brother-in-law, Aaron
Garrett of Irving, nephews, Gregory
Smith, Stevan Smith both of

We Provide The Personal Touch
David & Carla Davis,

Owners & Licenced Funeral Directors

972-259-7644129 S. O’Connor
Irving, TX 75060

Irving’s oldest funeral home

Continuing
The Tradition

“The Right Choice
for Over 50 Years.”

BROWN’S MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME

Ben F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. Brown

Director in Charge
Gary Westerman

Brown Family Owned and Operated.

972-254-4242
www.brownmem.com

Church & Chapel Services
Local, Out of Town Services & Burials

Memorials
Cremation

Memories Flowers

LaPorte, TX., Mark Cooper of Mag-
nolia, TX., Don Garrett of Irving,
TX., and Scott Garrett of Flower
Mound, TX. The family received
friends for visitation on Sunday af-
ternoon from 3-5:00 PM at the fu-
neral home. Funeral services were
held on Monday, August 31, 2009
at 10:00 AM at Oak View Baptist
Church in Irving. The family will

receive friends from 7:00PM to
8:30PM at Starrett Funeral Home in
Paris. A graveside service followed
on Tuesday, September 01, 2009 at
10:00 AM at Evergreen Cemetery
in Paris, TX. Funeral arrangements
conducted under the direction of
Chapel of Roses Funeral Home in
Irving, TX.

OBITUARIES
“The Newspaper Irving Reads”www.irvingrambler.com August 22, 2009

Serving Irving  families
since 1963

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas  75062

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com

Provided by Diane Nelson
As some 166,000 recent high

school graduates in Texas go off
to college, it’s not an academic
question. When their bikes break,
toilets clog or cars act up, will they
have the ability to put things right?

Not necessarily, according to
author Steve Elliott, who witnessed
numerous acts of mechanical illit-
eracy in his own kids and their
roommates during their college
years.

“I realized something was go-
ing on my daughter’s sophomore
year when she called home because
her key wouldn’t work,” Elliott
said. “I told her to spray some WD-
40 in the lock, and her response
was, ‘What’s WD-40?’ She’s a

smart young woman, but I knew
right then that she wasn’t mechani-
cally prepared to be out on her
own.”

And it’s not just her. Nation-
wide, about two million new col-
lege freshmen are entering a world
many of them haven’t been pre-
pared for.

“Academic requirements are
tougher today than ever before,
especially for kids planning on col-
lege,” Elliott said. “So that doesn’t
leave time to take wood shop or
auto shop. And today most kids
have parents who work at desks in
offices, so they’re less likely to
learn mechanical basics at home,
either.”

But the biggest culprit for
what Elliott calls Mechanical Defi-
cit Disorder is an ironic one: bet-
ter-built products.

“Things used to break and we
expected them to break,” he said.
“Cars had points that had to be re-
gapped, TVs had tubes that had to
be replaced. You knew they’d even-
tually stop working and you’d
have to fix them. Today, that’s not
the case. Young people simply
don’t expect things to break, so
they’re not prepared when they

do.”
To fill the mechanical educa-

tion gap for his own kids, Elliott
wrote The Portable Dad: Fix-it
Advice for When Dad’s Not Around.
The how-to book is aimed at col-
lege students and 20-somethings
(or anyone else who never had the
chance to learn basic repair skills)
and filled with practical advice on
how to maintain and fix cars, com-
puters, bicycles and apartments. It

also has chapters on moving, paint-
ing, and taking care of a yard.

“We felt The Portable Dad
was a very timely book, and one
that really meets an important na-
tional need,” said Seta Bedrossian
Zink of Running Press. “It’s a book
that gives young adults greater in-
dependence, and their parents
greater peace of mind.”

And that was Elliott’s goal in
the first place.

“Some people say this stuff
should be common sense, but
that’s wrong,” Elliott said. “No one
is born knowing how often to
change their oil or how to fix a flat.
These things are learned. I wrote
the book to do just that and cover
the basics – they things everybody
needs to know and do to take care
of the stuff they own.”

For more information, visit
www.theportabledad.com.
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Are Texas students failing basic mechanical literacy?
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Weekly SUDOKU

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way that each
row across, each column down and each small 9 box suare

contains all of the numbers from one to nine.

Full line of specialty beers and specialty wines
Wines
Chateau St. Michelle Chardonnay 750 ml     7.99
K.J. Chardonnay 750 ml     9.99
 All flavors Woodbridge 1.5 ltr     9.99
 All flavors Barefoot 1.5 ltr     9.99
 All flavors Bella Sera 1.5 ltr     9.99
Bartles & Jaymes Wine Coolers 4-pak     3.99
La Veille Ferme 1.5 ltr Red and White    10.99

Beers
12-pk Sierra Nevada    11.99
12-pk Heineken, Amstel Light    12.99
12-pk Corona Extra, Corona Light,
Modelo Special, Modelo Negro    12.99
6-pk Spaten all flavors      7.99
12-pk Shiner or Samuel Adams    11.99
18-pk Bud Light and Bud    14.99

Monday – Thursday  10 am - 9 pm
Friday and Saturday  10 am - 10 pm
Sunday 12 noon - 6 pm

972.650.0506

Friday and Saturday 4 p – 7 p

We also have a good selection of wines and ports.
lascolinasbeverages@verizon.net

Beer and Wine Tastings

LAS COLINAS
BEVERAGES

NOW OPEN

4000 N. MacArthur Ste #100
Irving TX 75038
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Don’t just go to the movies GO HOLLYWOOD

Tickets on sale NOW! - Online or at the Theater
# NO PASSES * FULLY RESTRICTED

Why wait in lines?
PUCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com
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By Peggy Venable
For some students, Sep. 8 is

this year’s first day of school. This
year it’s also another first, the first
time a U.S. President has asked to
be invited into classrooms to speak
directly to children.

It may seem innocuous for
President Obama to speak directly
to students about the importance
of education. If that were the whole
story, this could be a milestone
which parents need not fear. Un-
fortunately, Obama may have an
ulterior motive.

Obama is expected to talk
about controversial policy propos-
als that would change our country.
Many of us who have well-inten-
tioned policy disagreements with
the president have reason for con-
cern. 

Two lesson plans have been
prepared by the Department of
Education, produced by Teaching
Ambassador Fellows. One is for

K-6 and the other is for 7-12 grades.
It is recommended that teach-

ers discuss among other things
“Why is it important that we listen
to the President and other elected
officials, like the mayor, senators,
members of congress, or the gov-
ernor? Why is what they say im-
portant?”

The lesson plan goes further,
saying: “Students might think
about: What specific job is he ask-
ing me to do? Is he asking any-
thing of anyone else? Teachers?
Principals? Parents? The American
people?”

That’s enough to send chills
down my spine. Schoolchildren
should not be indoctrinated in obe-
dience to and service in support of
the president of the United States.
Our system is based on the rule of
law, and a robust tradition of loyal
opposition, not blind support for
the president in power.

Obama is expected to address
the “challenges” facing him in
Congress and will likely use that
opportunity to promote global
warming taxes and a Washington
take-over of the country’s health
care system. Hearing only one side
of the story, many young people
could be swayed.

In the proposed curriculum, it
is also suggested: “Teachers can
extend learning by having students
write letters to themselves about
what they can do to help the
president. These would be col-
lected and redistributed at an ap-
propriate date by the teacher to
make students accountable to their
goals.”

It appears to be nothing short
of training our children to support
Obama policies. When the recruits
are children, doesn’t that consti-
tute indoctrination, even
brainwashing? Perhaps the most
disturbing part isn’t the teachers
having students write letters to
themselves about what they can do
to help the president, but that these
letters would be used by teachers
to “make students accountable.”

Indoctrination is often distin-
guished from education by the fact
that the indoctrinated person is
expected not to question or criti-
cally examine the doctrine they
have learned.  Indoctrination is
common in totalitarian societies,
and completely alien to our system
of government.

As the American public learns
more about Obama policies, sup-
port for those policies has dimin-
ished. Now he is taking his mes-
sage to the schools where the au-
dience is not only impressionable
children but teachers, educational
bureaucrats, and parents.

As a former White House Li-
aison to the U.S. Department of
Education in the President Reagan
Administration, I can say with cer-
tainty that this type of approach is
an abuse of power. Public policy
decisions are made by voters, and
America’s children should not be
used to influence opinion, to orga-
nize the education unions, or to
sway parents. They simply should
not be used.

This may be President
Obama’s vision of change, but it is
not one shared by many Ameri-
cans. It is past time to empower
parents to have meaningful alter-
natives to the government-run
schools in which they can be sub-
ject to such indoctrination. All par-
ents should be able to make the
choice Obama made for his own
children to send them to a private
school if that best suits their needs.
Until that day happens, we need to
remain ever-vigilant against at-
tempts to use the government
schools to indoctrinate our chil-
dren.

Keep politics out of the classroom
OPINION

The official statistician of the
American Association, PA-
Sportsticker, selected Grand Prai-
rie AirHogs 1B Javier Brito and El
Paso RHP Justin Mallett as the
Meyvn Baseball Company Batter
and Pitcher of the Month for Au-

gust.
Brito batted .359 with eight

home runs, 37 RBI and 22 runs
scored in 27 games. He had 37 hits,
including 10 doubles, along with
18 stolen bases, a .689 slugging
percentage and an on-base percent-

age of .414. The Venezuelan native
finished the season hitting .316
with 12 home runs, 62 RBI and a
.590 slugging percentage.

The 26-year-old was signed as
a non-drafted free agent by the Ari-
zona Diamondbacks in 2002. He

spent the past seven seasons with
Arizona and accumulated a .305
batting average.

Mallett had a perfect 4-0 record
(including one complete game shut-
out) with a 2.33 ERA for the month
of August. In 38 2/3 innings
pitched, the resident of Sarasota,
FL allowed 10 earned runs on 34

hits with 13 walks and 30 strikeouts.
Mallett wrapped up the year going
7-4 with an earned run average of
3.48.

The 27-year-old was signed as
a non-drafted free agent by the Cin-
cinnati Reds in June of 2003. He
pitched the previous six seasons
in the Reds organization.

August  Airhog  players  of  the  month
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By Paul Schattenberg
The Texas AgriLife Extension

Service is working to help Texas
residents manage one of the most
prevalent and least popular insects
in the state.

During the second week of
September, designated statewide as
Fire Ant Awareness Week, AgriLife
Extension experts will spread the
word  along with lots of ant bait to
help control this perpetual Texas
pest.

”Fire Ant Awareness Week
was made official statewide more
than 10 years ago and fire ant aware-
ness efforts are still going strong,”
said Molly Keck, AgriLife Exten-
sion integrated pest management
specialist for Bexar County. “Most
people only think about treating for
fire ants in the spring, but it’s
equally important to treat for them
in the fall to keep them from return-
ing the following spring,” she
s a i d .                            
According to the Texas Imported
Fire Ant Research and Management
Project, the impact of red imported
fire ants in the state of Texas is es-
timated at about $1.2 billion annu-
ally.

One of the most effective
large-scale fire ant management
methods identified by the project
and AgriLife Extension integrated
pest management specialists state-
wide has been coordinated commu-
nity fire ant management efforts.

”Integrated pest management
specialists in urban counties work
with homeowners associations,
property management companies
and others to coordinate pest con-
trol activities in various subdivi-
sions,” said Elizabeth “Wizzie”
Brown, AgriLife Extension inte-
grated pest management specialist
for Travis County.

Fire ant control is more effec-
tive when homeowners commit to
treat their yards at the same time
so fire ants can’t relocate and build
fresh mounds in a neighbor’s yard,
she said.

”While people in South and
South Central Texas in particular
haven’t seen as many fire ant
mounds or as much fire ant activ-
ity lately due to the drought, just
because they’re out of sight
doesn’t mean they’ve disap-
peared,” Brown said.

She said while fire ants have
gone underground during the
drought to escape the heat and find
moisture, they will return to the
surface and build mounds as soon
as the area receives enough rain.

”Along with helping reduce
fire ant population during the next
spring, fall treatment more immedi-
ately reduces fire ant numbers,
which is important because fire
ants in Texas are typically active
through the month of November,”
she said. “I’ll be working with two
of the neighborhood leaders to do

a bait hand-out and to answer ques-
tions and provide technical exper-
tise on how and where to treat. This
will be the fourth year the program
has been held in that subdivision,
and it has been very successful.”

The Wood Glen community
consists of more than 250 acres, 60
acres of which is greenbelt or flood
plain area, according to Samuel
Myers, the community’s modifica-
tion committee chairman. Myers
said only five of the community’s
550 homeowners have opted out
of the fire ant management pro-
gram.

”We pass out appropriate
quantities of bait for homeowners
who choose to participate, typi-
cally about 150 to 200 families,”
Myers said. “They receive the bait
and a hand-held spreader, along

with information, including an in-
formational pamphlet on fire ants
and instructions on how to apply
the pesticide.”

Myers said he estimates the
overall reduction in fire ants in the
community to be about 90 percent
and noted that only a few ant
mounds have reappeared on the
subdivision’s greenbelt area, a sec-
tion which previously had a sig-
nificant fire ant problem.

Another recommendation of
the fire and research and manage-
ment project is the use of the “Texas
Two-Step” approach to fire ant
control, said Dr. Bart Drees,
AgriLife Extension statewide fire
ant specialist. 

The first step involves broad-
casting fire ant bait over an entire
yard, using a hand-held seed

spreader or a larger spreader for
more spacious yards and land-
scapes.

The technique is most useful
when there are five or more ant
mounds per one-quarter acre or the
equivalent of more than 20 mounds
per acre, Drees said.

”Broadcasting will typically
take care of 80 to 90 percent of the
mounds, then you need to treat the
remaining mounds,” he said.   

The second step of the two-
step process involves applying bait
to individual mounds, particularly
those next to building foundations
and high-traffic areas.

”But remember to read labels
carefully before buying bait,”
Drees said. “This will help you de-
termine if the product is effective
against fire ants and will guide you

on where to use it and how much
to use.”

He added that it is best to ap-
ply ant bait during temperatures
between 65 degrees to 95 degrees
as this is the range when fire ants
typically come out to forage.

Drees said the project uses
other methods of fire ant control,
including the use of phorid flies.

”The phorid fly is a biological
control and we have been estab-
lishing colonies of them through-
out the state,” he said. “They have
been growing and spreading, and
over time we expect there to be
populations all over Texas.”

Drees said further information
on statewide fire ant research and
control can be found at the
project’s Web site,
www.fireants.tamu.edu/.

Fire Ant awareness becomes a statewide effort
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