
By Sissy Courtney
Teaching women and girls to be 

leaders is the goal of Dallas Women’s 
Foundation, which recently awarded 
grants totaling $55,000 to two orga-
nizations that benefit Irving. Com-
munities in Schools received $30,000 
to help with a program called Girls 
Exploring Math and Science (GEMS), 
and Ignite, a group that introduces 

high school and college girls to the 
possibilities of a life in politics, re-
ceived $25,000.

“These two programs really 
speak to what the Dallas Women’s 
Foundation is trying to do because 
part of our vision is that we want to 
unlock resources, financial and edu-
cational, to drive social and economic 
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WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

Main Location:
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Irving, 75061

Other Locations:

Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri   8:00 AM–5:00 PM

972-253-4200972-253-4200
www.mscitx.comwww.mscitx.com

After Hours Clinic:
No appointment necessary 
Mon-Fri 5:00 PM–9:00 PM

Sat & Sun 9:00 AM–4:00 PM 

Lab & Radiology:
Mon-Fri 7:30 AM–5:30 PM

Not available for After Hours Clinic

Valdez Clinic:
3501 N. MacArthur Blvd #400

Tuscan Cardiovascular Center:
701 Tuscan Dr #205

Las Colinas:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #250

OB/GYN:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #255

Baylor MOBI:
2001 N. MacArthur Blvd. #425
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Rambler

RamblerRamblerRambler SAVE 25%
Not valid with any other o�er. Expires 1/31/13 972-745-1888

on any interior paint job 
over $1000

PAINTING & CONSTRUCTION

Coppell  ●  Las Colinas  ●  Valley Ranch

●  Irving ●

BLACK AND 
WHITE: 
AN EXHIBITION OF 
FLOWERS 
& PAINTINGS 

Featuring Chinese Brush Paintings 
and Ikebana
Jan. 13-27 • FREE
Artist Reception & Demonstrations
2 -4 p.m. •  Jan. 13

Irving Arts Center • Main Gallery

Open 7 days a week
3333 N. MacArthur Blvd.
972.252.ARTS
www.IrvingArtsCenter.com

The LPGA announced the return 
Jan. 10 of the North Texas LPGA 
Shootout, to be held April 25 to 28 at 
Las Colinas Country Club in Irving. 
The tournament is the Tour’s first in 
the North Texas region in more than 
20 years, though the LPGA last made 
headlines in the area when LPGA and 
World Golf Halls of Fame member 
Annika Sorenstam teed it up at the 
PGA TOUR’s Colonial Invitational 
in 2003.

The North Texas LPGA Shootout 
will also provide a unique opportu-
nity for amateur players in the area 
to earn spots in the field through 
qualifying. Tournament exemptions 

will be awarded to the winners of a 
high school and collegiate “shootout” 
played in advance of the event. Tour-
nament proceeds will benefit The 
Nexus Club which primarily supports 
and raises funds for the LPGA-USGA 
Girls Golf in North Texas. 

Many of the LPGA’s current 
players were junior golf stars in Lone 
Star state including 2012 Rolex Play-
er of the Year Stacy Lewis, five-time 
LPGA winner Angela Stanford, 2012 
Rolex First-Time Winner Brittany 
Lang and Katie Futcher. 

“I am extremely excited for the 
opportunity to play in my home state 

By Amanda Casanova
City officials are asking the 

public to attend a public hearing this 
month about creating two separate 
public improvement districts in the 
city.

If the City Council votes to create 
the districts – one in the Bridges of 
Las Colinas and another in Ranch-
view – each public Improvement 
district would allow the City to make 
improvements to the area by levying 
and collecting money from property 
owners. 

According to City documents, 
Hines, an Irving-based developer, 
is developing a 400 single-family 
residential subdivision in the Bridges 
of Las Colinas. Work to the area 

would also include sewer, water and 
drainage facility improvements, the 
creation of a public trail system and 
two public parks. 

The cost of improvements in 
the Bridges of Las Colinas is about 
$9 million plus maintenance costs. 

Hines is also developing about 
121 single-family residential lots 
in Ranchview. Improvements, like 
those in the Bridges of Las Colinas, 
would include a public trail system 
and sewer, water and drainage work. 
The area would also boast a public 
green space.

The cost of the Ranchview proj-
ect is estimated at about $3 million.

If approved by the City Council, 

Coppell City Council approves zoning for kayak business

LPGA returns to N. Texas
after more than 20 years

Irving considering two new 
public improvement districts

See LPGA, Page 4

See IMPROVEMENTS, Page 3

By Alice Canham
It was standing-room-only in the Senter Park 

gym on Jan. 8. Parents, siblings and friends cheered, 
about three-dozen boys received their team jackets 
for participation in the Irving Boys Football Asso-
ciation (IBFA).

Eight-month-old Josiah Puente might have 
been the youngest fan on hand, as parents Jesse and 
Stephanie pointed out older brother Joseph who was 
there to be honored.

”Joseph is a student at Ladybird Johnson,” Jes-
se said. “It’s a great school. And he’s worked hard.”

He’s not the only one. Rose Stiggleman is the 
Treasurer for the IBFA. As she took a break from 
directing activities (and handing out cookies), she 
explained that the non-profit sports organization 
serves players as young as five years old in the Pee 
Wee division. At that age, it’s strictly flag football.

By Amanda Casanova
The Coppell City Council voted on Jan. 8 

to approve a zoning change that would bring in 
a kayak business to the city.

With the unanimous City Council vote, 
Trinity River Kayak Company is able to open a 
convenience store and canoe and kayak rental / 
sales business at 1601 E. Sandy Lake Road, the 
former site of the now-shuttered Harrington’s 
Bait Shop.

“Kayaks are very popular,” Pam Varnell, 
co-owner of the business, said. 

“No company exists on the river that can 
provide guided tours, shuttle and rental service 
like this.”

Varnell said her family bought the Trinity 
River property in summer 2012 with intentions 
to only open a retail business. However, the 
family took a couple of kayaks down the river, 
launching from the property, and decided to 

open a kayak business.
“We really thought differently about the 

property and what it could be used for,” she 
said. “We wanted to preserve the nature and 
the beauty of this area.”

Council’s approval was conditional. 
Among a range of stipulations, the company 
will have to meet fire code standards, improve 
landscaping and set up screens around the 
property.

“I ask myself questions when it comes to 
these decisions,” Councilman Marvin Franklin 
said. “Will it attract people from outside of Cop-
pell and will it benefit the city? And this does.”

The business will offer two-to-six hour 
trips and prices could be about $100 to $200 
for a family of four. The convenience store will 
cater to anglers as well as kayak and canoe 
enthusiasts and will also sell hunting and fish-
ing licenses.

Boys honored with football team jackets

See FOOTBALL, Page 7

Photo by Alice Canham

Supporting each other, the Puente family 
sits in the bleachers waiting to see son 
Joseph honored for playing football.

Photo by John Starkey

A young football player receives a trophy for playing in the Irving Boys Football Association.

Girl Power

Dallas Women’s Foundation gives 
grants supporting Irving students

Courtesy photo

CISDR GEMS students Lesley and Alondra from Bowie Middle 
School participate in the TEDxSMU conference in November.

See FOUNDATION, Page 8



THE RAMBLER www.IrvingRambler.comJanuary 12, 2013Page 8

change in the community,” said Dr. 
Dena L. Jackson, DWF’s Vice Presi-
dent of Grants & Research. “One of 
the things we want to do is to develop 
women as leaders.

“We’ve been supporting Com-
munities in Schools since 1989,” 
Jackson said. “We’ve funded them 
over $120,000. Ignite is a new orga-
nization in our city, and this is the first 
grant that they’ve received from us.”

GeMS ProGraM
Communities in Schools’ GEMS 

program focuses on middle school 
girls in six schools in Dallas, Collin 
and Denton Counties. In Irving, Bow-
ie Middle School will benefit from the 
program to help open up career ideas 
for young middle school girls defined 
as at risk of not staying in school and 
of not achieving academically. 

“By using hands-on, interac-
tive activities, they are going to be 
introducing Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math (STEM) to 
them to get them ready for the school 
based programming that they need to 
pass,” Jackson said. “In order to go 
into college or any training program, 
math is a real gateway problem for a 
lot of kids. 

“This program is to help those 
girls, not only to succeed in those 
STEM fields, but to kind of open up 
career possibilities, so they see what 
else is out there for them to start aim-
ing for when they get out of school. It’s 
a four-year program. It involves field 
trips and summer programs. They 
have been running it for a couple of 
years with very good success; this is 
an expansion of that program.”

Careers never before considered 
become real prospects for GEMS 
students.

“The CIS Dallas Region part-
nership with the Dallas Women’s 
Foundation will make a meaningful 
difference in the lives and futures 
of girls who, as a result, will be con-
nected to and comfortable with sci-
ence and technology in school and in 
the future,” said Sandra G. Chavarria, 
CISDR President & CEO.

iGnite 
Ignite focuses on leadership and 

career possibilities for young women 
in civic and political arenas.

“Ignite concentrates on high 
school girls, educating them on civ-
ics and politics, and providing them 
with skills and knowledge they need 
to assume leadership positions and to 
consider running for office in the fu-
ture,” Jackson said. “The mechanism 
they use to support this education of 
high school girls is college girls. They 
give training, education, and leader-
ship opportunities for both the college 
age kids as well as the high school girls 
that are actually receiving the services. 

“Women are not well repre-
sented in elective office. Overall, 
we’re stuck countrywide at about 17 
percent. Only 21 percent of our state 
legislature is female, and that puts 
us 35th in the nation as far as the 
number of women in public office 
in our state. Only nine percent of 
representatives in Washington D.C. 
are women.” 

Girls participating in Ignite 
learn about and explore politics in a 
nonpartisan way.

“They are given a safe environ-
ment where they are able to learn 
from, share and interact with woman 
elected officials who are willing 
to share about their experience as 

women in office and give encourag-
ing feedback to them,” said Sarah 
Davenport, Ignite Program Director.

Social inveStMent
Over the last 28 years, DWF 

has invested over $19 million in Dal-
las, Collin and Denton Counties for 
education and leadership, health and 
safety, and economic security of girls 
and women.

“(Communities in Schools and 
Ignite) are headed in the same di-
rection to advance leadership and 
expand career possibilities for young 
women,” Jackson said. “We want to 
make a change in the community. 
We see it as an investment in pro-
gramming, an investment in policy 
change, and an investment in having 
the community get more involved. If 
we can invest our money that way, 
what we will get on the other side is a 
stronger economic community, and 
women and girls who are stronger 
participants in our society.

“Hillary Clinton talks about that 
if you invest in a woman, you invest in 
a family, and if you invest in a family, 
you invest in a community. It is the 
ripple effect that we have talked about 
for many years.”

“Other programs that we support 
also serve Irving but are not actu-
ally located in Irving such as Junior 
Achievement and The Concilio, a 
program that specifically focuses on 
leadership, predominantly of His-
panic parents of children K-12.” 

The Concilio also supports other 
immigrant groups.

“The program offers a 15-week 
class to parents of kindergarteners. 
They learn how to stand up for their 
child, how to interact with the school, 
how they can serve on PTA’s, and 
what the role of the parent is within 
the school system because it is very 
different in some of the countries 
where these parents come from. They 
separate classes for parents of el-
ementary school kids, middle school 
and high school,” Jackson said.

Grant oPPortunitieS
With more need than there is 

money, DWF is able to fund about 25 
percent of grant requests, according 
to Jackson.

“Sometimes the foundation 
funds a specific project; sometimes we 
provide operating support for organi-
zations that …need general money to 
strengthen their organization,” she 
said. “Half of the beneficiaries have to 
be in Dallas, Denton or Collin County, 
and at least 75 percent of the benefi-
ciaries have to be women or girls.”

The deadline for DWF’s next 
grant request is Jan. 16. This grant is 
open to organizations focused on the 
economic security of female-headed 
households. 

“This will be at least a nine-year 
initiative for us, because what we are 
going to look at is what the issues 
are at different times in a woman’s 
life that makes her more likely to 
become financially unstable,” Jack-
son said. “We have divided this up 
by age (brackets), so the one you see 
online is specifically for women that 
are 55 plus.

“A female-headed household is 
a government IRS type definition. It 
could be a single mom with children, 
a household with a man but with 
a woman considered the head of 
household, or it could be just a single 
woman. It could be a woman who is a 
caregiver to her husband or parents.”

DwF FactS
With 28 years of experience, the 

Dallas Women’s Foundation is one of 
the older women’s funds in the world.

“We are the largest regional 
women’s foundation in the world 
with regard to asset size,” Jackson 
said. “We strictly provide funds to 
501c3 organizations. The vast ma-
jority of our money goes to Dallas, 
Collin and Denton Counties, but our 
donor-advised funds can direct their 
money to anywhere in the world 
that they wish. About 15 percent of 
our monies go outside these three 
counties. The reason people support 
our organization is because they care 
about women and girls and they want 
to support this region.

“You can give wherever you are. 
Time, talent and treasure are greatly 
appreciated. Speaking as a volunteer 
and a donor, we get so much out of 
it as well; it makes our lives so much 
richer.” 

Jackson was a donor/volunteer 
for DWF before she came on staff in 
February 2012.

what’S next
To apply for a grant or to learn 

about upcoming events presented 
by DWF, go to their website at www.
dallaswomensfoundation.org. 

Free Philanthropy Education 
Workshop - The Power of Your Giv-
ing – Time, Treasure and Talent, Jan. 
31, 4-6 p.m. at Dallas Women’s Foun-
dation offices at Campbell Centre 
II, 8150 North Central Expressway, 
Suite #110, Dallas, Texas 75206, 
Phone: 214.965.9977. The workshop 
strives to help women of all economic 
levels understand the value of their 
time, talent and treasure and how 
they can have an impact on the com-
munity, too. It’s not just for women 
with a lot of money. 

Two screenings of Miss Repre-
sentation at Studio Movie Grill Spring 
Valley, Feb. 5 at 6:30 p.m. (Focused 
on men and their daughters); and 
Feb. 7 at 6:30 p.m. (Youth/Family 
focus). Attendance is free, but reser-
vations are required.

Link Auto Service
Domestic & Asian Vehicle Specialist

 ◆ Since 1981
 ◆ Locally Owned & Operated
◆ ASE Master Certified Technician

Our services are listed 
on our newly designed website: 
www.Linkautoservice.com
or call 972-790-8208
313 North Belt Line Rd.
Irving, TX 75061

All Makes and Models
Collision Repair &

Refinishing Specialists

972-438-8525404 Mavis, Irving Texas 75061

GUARANTEED WORKMANSHIP
INSURANCE CLAIMS WELCOMED

AIRPORT FRWY (183)
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Bistro Lunch 
Mon- Fri — 11 AM - 2PM

$5.95 to $8.95

Elvis Gospel Brunch 
Jan. 13

Elvis Goes Western 
Feb. 22 — 7 PM - 11 PM; $40

109 S. MAIN STREET, 
IN DOWNTOWN IRVING

WiFi
FREE

972-259-1123 
www.gloryhousecatering.com

CATERING 
to your home, corporation, or venue!
Our venue transforms to host your event on 
site at Glory House (for up to 200 guests)

RamblerSubscribe 
to the  214-676-1145

Foundation
Continued from Page 1

MEETINGS
7 a.m. Thursday mornings
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N.O'Connor Blvd
Irving, Texas 75062

IRVING SUNRISE 
ROTARY

Join us 
for great speakers 

every week!
We are always seeking 

new individuals who want 
to make a di�erence 
in their community.

 

August 9          Sandra Forster                         
Rotary District Governor

August 16        Billy D Hines                             
The History of NorthPark 

Center

August 23        The Margaret Hunt 
Hill Bridge and Dallas' Trinity 

River Project
August 30        TBA

�e Irving-Las Colinas Rotary 
Club meets every �ursday at 

Noon at the Las Colinas Country 
Club, and we welcome guests.  We 
are always seeking new individuals 
who want to make a di�erence in 

their community.

 

By Amanda Casanova
Business owners and residents 

invested in the Heritage Crossing 
district spent more than two hours on 
Jan. 8 discussing possible improve-
ments to the area.

Scott Polikov, president of the 
Fort Worth-based Gateway Planning 
Group, told attendees at the public 
forum his company is working on 
making an action plan with recom-
mendations that can be taken to the 
City Council.

“How do you take advantage 
of all the cars that drive past here?” 
he asked. “This is about harnessing 
what’s good about downtown and 
taking all that planning and coming 
up with a plan of what that means as 
far as improvements.”

Heritage Crossing, which in-
cludes downtown Irving, is bordered 
by Pioneer Drive, Shady Grove 
Road, Britain Road and MacArthur 
Boulevard.

“There may be places where we 

scale back,” Kevin Kaas, redevelop-
ment and corridors administrator 
for the City, said. “Our initial focus 
is the core area where the City owns 
property. Those are our best targets, 
but it doesn’t mean we can’t expand.”

Among concerns expressed at 
the public meeting were worries 
about which section of the district 
would be worked on first, how the 
area could attract young profession-
als and how much the City would 
support the effort.

Some residents voiced concerns 
at the meeting that the City would 
not “back the project,” but Polikov 
disagreed.

“The engagement of our firm is 
a sign they are serious,” Polikov said.

In the past, several plans have 
already been drawn for the area. If 
the City Council approves the recom-
mendations, they will then be able to 
hire a firm that could create a final 
plan. Polikov said he would like the 
City to retain his company, but the 

decision is up to the Council.
Polikov said the company has 

worked to revive downtown areas 
in McKinney, Roanoke and Dun-
canville. 

“We created a way for busi-
nesses in those places to relate to each 
other,” he said.

The next public workshop will 
be at 9 a.m. on Feb. 5 at City Hall. 
Gateway Planning will present its 
recommendations to the City Council 
on Feb. 28.

Council retains another firm to create plans for Heritage district

Gender in Media Forum and 
Luncheon, Feb. 8, DoubleTree by 
Hilton Dallas in Campbell Centrer, 
Forum: 9:00 – 11:45 a.m. Tickets $35 
(Students $20), Luncheon: Noon - 
1:30 p.m. Tickets $65 (Students $30). 
The Gender in Media Forum will talk 
about ways girls, children and women 
view themselves and their role in 
the world and will feature morning 
keynote speaker Madeline di Nonno, 
executive director of the Geena Davis 

Institute on Gender in Media, and 
two panel discussions led by Krys 
Boyd, host of Think on KERA. A 
luncheon will follow the panel discus-
sions, featuring keynote speaker Julie 
Burton, president of Women’s Media 
Center. Seating is limited.

“When people understand what 
is going on, they make different deci-
sions with their children and different 
decisions with their philanthropy,” 
Jackson said.


