
By Alice Canham
One guest called it “quite a 

display of school spirit” when sev-
eral hundred Irving citizens and 
employees celebrated the State of 
the City address Jan. 29 at the Irving 
Convention Center.

“There’s been a lot of talk in our 
Rotary meetings about how proud 
we are,” said Doug Fox, who serves 
as president of the Noontime Rotary 
Club in addition to his leadership role 
with the Irving YMCA. “That we can 
claim the distinction of having earned 
Baldrige recognition… it means we 

have a really good thing going here. 
We have a great City staff, and a great 
city administrator in Tommy Gonza-
lez. We’re doing everything we can to 
take care of taxpayer dollars.”

Indeed, all of the speakers at the 
32nd annual event focused on the 
City’s latest award. Organizations 
compete to earn the national merit 
based on business efficiencies lead-
ing to measurable results. Irving is 
only the second municipality to be 
selected for the honor in the 25-year 
history of the Baldrige, and it is the
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WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

Main Location:
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Irving, 75061

Other Locations:

Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri   8:00 AM–5:00 PM

972-253-4200972-253-4200
www.mscitx.comwww.mscitx.com

After Hours Clinic:
No appointment necessary 
Mon-Fri 5:00 PM–9:00 PM

Sat & Sun 9:00 AM–4:00 PM 

Lab & Radiology:
Mon-Fri 7:30 AM–5:30 PM

Not available for After Hours Clinic

Valdez Clinic:
3501 N. MacArthur Blvd #400

Tuscan Cardiovascular Center:
701 Tuscan Dr #205

Las Colinas:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #250

OB/GYN:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #255

Baylor MOBI:
2001 N. MacArthur Blvd. #425

February 2, 2013 50¢

RamblerRambler
Coppell  ●  Las Colinas  ●  Valley Ranch

●  Irving ●

Rambler

RamblerRamblerRambler SAVE 25%
Not valid with any other o�er. Expires 2/28/13 972-745-1888

on any interior paint job 
over $1000

PAINTING & CONSTRUCTION

Coppell  ●  Las Colinas  ●  Valley Ranch

●  Irving ●

PRESENTED BY THE IRVING BLACK ARTS COUNCIL
   

At the Irving Arts Center, Main Gallery          Through Feb. 28

Artist Reception 
Saturday, Feb. 2 • 5 – 7 p.m. • Free

irvingarts

Open 7 days a week • IrvingArtsCenter.com

By Jess Paniszczyn
A heaviness weighs on the students, families and 

teachers across the Irving ISD as they mourn the loss of 
three students. Diana (13), Maria del Refugio (12) and 
Jesus (6) Gonzalez died from injuries they received as a 
result of a car accident on Jan. 27. Their sister Maria de 
Jesus Gonzalez (10) remains hospitalized. 

Not long ago, Diana and Maria roamed the halls of 
Lamar Middle School like other young teens, laughing and 
talking with friends. Among their peers, many of whom 
have never known someone their age who died, the girls’ 
absence is disturbing. 

After school on Jan. 30, students gathered around 

the flag poles outside Lamar to memorialize the deceased 
siblings and hold vigil for Maria de Jesus. The middle 
schoolers invited Jesus’ and young Maria’s classmates 
from Brown elementary to join them. Amid tears and 
hugs, students expressed their feelings through prayers, 
songs, art, letters, flowers and a menagerie of stuffed 
animals. 

“We remember both girls as always smiling and 
having the biggest hearts for their friends,” said Abby 
Hernandez, the Lamar student council president. “They 
will be missed by all of us.” 

“We care deeply about the girls – Diana, Maria 

By Amanda Casanova
More than 500 church leaders 

gathered at Calvary Church on Jan. 
24 for the Orange Tour, a one-day 
event for family ministry teach-
ers and pastors. The stop in Irving 
was the last of a 12-city national 
tour where Orange Conference/
Tour founder Reggie Joiner talked 

to church leaders about “Leading 
Change” and “Leading Small” in 
churches.

“What you do for a few will 
always have more potential than 
what you do for many,” Joiner said 
to an auditorium of church leaders 
in Irving.

Somewhere between warm 
and searing, diners find 
their perfect temperature
By Jess Paniszczyn

Some like it spicy, some like it hot and 
some like it atomic melt-down. Regardless 
of their degree of heat tolerance, spice lov-
ers of every description were welcomed to 
ZestFest hosted in the Irving Convention 
Center Jan. 25-27.

As Jason Byoreck described his love 
of all things edible and spicy, his red-faced 
friend did a sort of one-man jig nearby with 
beer in hand. 

Students, community mourn loss of youngsters

Expressing their grief, students carry a poster memorializing their friends and fellow 
students, Diana, Maria and Jesus Gonzalez, towards a temporary memorial established 
at the base of Lamar Middle School’s flag poles. /Photo by John Starkey

Feeling the heat and loving it, Tyson Henry competes in the Wingstop 
hosted the Atomic Wing-Eating Contest. Tyson took 1st place in the 
contest by eating a total of 16 Atomic wings in two-timed rounds 
making him the proud owner of a 50” HD-TV. /Courtesy Photo

Orange Tour encourages 
churches to embrace change

Reggie 
Joiner 

talks about 
family 

ministry at 
the Orange 

Tour stop 
at Calvary 

Church. 
/Photo by 

Amanda 
Casanova

Things get a little heated at ZestFest

Food lovers flock to ZestFest to sample some of the spiciest and hottest edible treats, sauces and rubs available anywhere.
/Photo by John Starkey

See CHURCHES, Page 9

See ZESTFEST, Page 9

See MEMORIAL, Page 7

By Sissy Courtney
The Coppell Chamber of Com-

merce has a new President/CEO 
– Kristi Valentine, a native of Fort 
Worth who is a Coppell resident and 
who has spent the greater part of her 
life promoting civic and business op-
portunities.

“I started working back when I 
was in high school for the Convention 
and Visitors Bureau of Fort Worth 
and continued to work there while I 
was at TCU,” Valentine said. “I used 
to sit in their Tourist and Information 
booth and direct people on Saturdays 
and Sundays on where to go and what 
to see and all the great things about 
Fort Worth. 

“I have that background, and I 

have that personality. I’m thrilled to 
have this position to be able to pro-
mote our community and to let other 
people know Coppell is the greatest 
place in the world,” Valentine said. 
“Being able to publically promote 
Coppell is a great opportunity for 
me.”

When she and her husband mar-
ried in 1998, the couple moved to Val-
ley Ranch and then later to Coppell. 

“Since then, we’ve had lots of 
opportunities to move to different 
places through transfers with his 
job and other things that have come 
along, and we have purposely chosen 
not to leave Coppell,” she said.

The Valentines have a 13-year 

Irving’s ‘Golden Age’ has begun, 
according to State of the City

See STATE OF THE CITY, Page 2

Coppell Chamber CEO 
courts home businesses

See CHAMBER, Page 10
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old son who is a seventh grader at 
Coppell Middle School East and a 
nine-year old daughter who is in 
fourth grade at Mockingbird Elemen-
tary School. Valentine graduated 
from TCU with a journalism degree 
with an emphasis in advertising 
and public relations and a speech 
communications minor. She started 
working in advertising while still 
in college. Through the years, she 
worked for several ad agencies in-
cluding Tracey Locke and worked 
her way into corporate marketing, 
including several years with Sprint. 
When she and her husband started 
their family, they made the choice 
for her to stay home for several years. 

“During that time I volunteered, 
did part time work and consulting 
to keep things going and to keep me 
energized,” Valentine said. “I had an 
opportunity to work for a small busi-
ness here in Coppell and saw this op-
portunity which I had actually looked 
at and considered a couple of years 
ago when my predecessor was hired.”

She chose not to throw her hat 
in the ring at that time. 

“But when it came back around 
again, I thought, ‘This might not hap-
pen again anytime soon,’ pursued it, 
and was lucky enough to be chosen to 
head the Coppell Chamber.

“I’m not a seasoned veteran of 
chamber affairs; I haven’t worked 
for other chambers,” Valentine said. 
“That’s not what they were looking 
for; they were looking for a Coppell 
person who loves this community 
and has exposure to businesses and 
civic organizations here, which I do. 
They wanted somebody to come in 
and make those connections. 

“Living in Coppell, it feels like 
everybody knows everybody, but 
that is not the case. Every day I meet 
people I didn’t know. It’s one of those 
six degrees of separation where we 
do all know and have mutual friends, 
and so that growth and that opportu-
nity are huge.”

She said the people of Coppell 
are Number One on her list of things 
she likes about the city. Another top 

asset she named is Coppell schools.
“We have so many people move 

to Coppell for the school district,” 
Valentine said. “That’s a big draw 
(along with) sports organizations, the 
churches, all the civic organizations, 
the community as a whole. It has a 
real small town feel to it. I love that, 
but yet, you’re not secluded and too 
far from everything. We have a lot of 
great small businesses here. We have 
some corporate headquarters here; 
it’s a very diverse business set.”

She does not have a bucket list 
for the Chamber but she knows oth-
ers who do. 

“Acquaintances that know I’ve 

taken this job say ‘Get us a Chick-fil-
a,’ or ‘We really want a Pei Wei,’ so I 
tell them, that’s not really what the 
Chamber of Commerce does; that’s 
more economic development. I will 
be working with economic develop-
ment to help them with their needs 
and what the Chamber can do to help 
them achieve their goals and then 
vice versa too. I’m really excited to 
get connected with those city leaders 
and to try to figure out how we can 
work together to take everything to 
a new level.” 

Instead of bucket lists she thinks 
of action items and things the Cham-
ber needs to do. Valentine said the 
Chamber is starting an initiative to 
connect with home-based businesses. 

“You cannot identify them as 
easily as you can those with a retail 

front,” she said. “Being able to find 
those businesses and finding out 
what we can do to help them is an-
other reason that they chose me. I 
have done that before. I have had a 
home-based business. I rose within 
a few months to be a director in that 
business, so I know what most people 
in home-based business might need 
and might want and how we might 
be able to help make connections 
for them and help them meet their 
goals too.”

“That is part of retaining and 
growing the membership,” she said. 
“We do have some home-based 
businesses, but I know we have tons 
we are not currently reaching, and 
they probably don’t know what the 
benefits might be to them to join the 
Chamber.”

Valentine said the Chamber 
also wants the community to know 
that it is not just some business or-
ganization. 

“We are working with a connec-
tions group to try to help connect the 
civic groups, the nonprofits here,” 
Valentine said. “There are many that 
need volunteers to help with certain 
projects, and I have learned there are 
many volunteers around in our com-
munity that are looking for things to 
do, especially the youth. They have 
to earn service hours, so being able 
to connect those kids that need these 
service hours with the opportunities 
that are sitting there is beyond what 
the Chamber would normally be 
doing in a lot of communities, in a 
lot of business settings, but in Cop-
pell, everything has overlap, and I 
think you’re really missing the mark 
if you’re not serving the whole com-
munity.” 

The Chamber also sponsors 
social events for citizens of Coppell.

“We have a golf tournament, the 
Taste of Coppell, and our Community 
Gala, which is not just for people in 
business, but a community event,” 
Valentine said. “I want it to be the big-
gest party in town – one you wouldn’t 
think of not attending.”

The Community Gala is Sat., 
April 27 at Hilton Garden Inn in 
Lewisville. 

Valentine, who has been on the 
job less than a month, said she is 

Link Auto Service
Domestic & Asian Vehicle Specialist

 ◆ Since 1981
 ◆ Locally Owned & Operated
◆ ASE Master Certified Technician

Our services are listed 
on our newly designed website: 
www.Linkautoservice.com
or call 972-790-8208
313 North Belt Line Rd.
Irving, TX 75061

www.angelsandmoore.com
customerservice@

angelsandmoore.com

FABRIC STORE
(972) 579-0535

118 W. Irving Blvd., 
Irving  TX 75060

BUY ONE GET ONE 

FREE 
 Expires 2/28/13. Coupon must be 

presented at time of order or purchase.

2/9: Adult and Child 
Sewing Classes

2/15: Craft Night & 
Knitting Class

Private classes 
by appointment.

Call or check our website 
for more information!

FEBRUARY SALES

BUTTON PACKAGES

$.50 each
Reg. $.99 each

 Expires 2/28/13. Coupon must be 
presented at time of order or purchase.

ALL LACE TRIM
 by the yard 

½ OFF
regular price

 Expires 2/28/13. Coupon must be 
presented at time of order or purchase.

GIFT SHOP

50% off 
one regularly priced item

Expires 2/28/13. Coupon must be 
presented at time of order or purchase.

Pant hems
Limit 3 per customer. 

All Makes and Models
Collision Repair &

Refinishing Specialists

972-438-8525404 Mavis, Irving Texas 75061

GUARANTEED WORKMANSHIP
INSURANCE CLAIMS WELCOMED

AIRPORT FRWY (183)

PIONEER

RAILROAD

MAVIS

IRVING BLVD.
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MEETINGS
7 a.m. Thursday mornings
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N.O'Connor Blvd
Irving, Texas 75062

IRVING SUNRISE 
ROTARY

Join us 
for great speakers 

every week!
We are always seeking 

new individuals who want 
to make a di�erence 
in their community.

 

August 9          Sandra Forster                         
Rotary District Governor

August 16        Billy D Hines                             
The History of NorthPark 

Center

August 23        The Margaret Hunt 
Hill Bridge and Dallas' Trinity 

River Project
August 30        TBA

�e Irving-Las Colinas Rotary 
Club meets every �ursday at 

Noon at the Las Colinas Country 
Club, and we welcome guests.  We 
are always seeking new individuals 
who want to make a di�erence in 

their community.

 

Chamber
Continued from Page 1

Open 24 Hours
Webcams

Overnight Boarding
Doggie Daycare
Spa & Grooming

Training
Airport Parking

Best of Big D
At DFW Airport        (972) 456-0010         Paradise4PawsDallas.com
DFW Airport Employee Discounts        •       New Client Specials

A PREMIER RESORT FOR CATS AND DOGS

Kristi Valentine

learning a lot about the Chamber, the 
nonprofit aspect of it, and figuring out 
what she can do to make the most 
impact in this, her first year.

“I’m excited to take on this chal-
lenge,” Valentine said. “I think my 
predecessors have done an amazing 
job of growing this from nothing. The 
Chamber started in 1990, and we 
have over 400 members and growing 
every day. It’s phenomenal the things 
that I didn’t even know as a Coppell 
resident that the Chamber can do and 
does do for businesses here and for 
the community. Being able to learn 
about that and then to be able to go 
out and promote that to the commu-
nity. I think that is important.

“Most of the business people 
here live here as well,” Valentine 
said.“We all work here, live here, 
worship here, and play sports here, 
so if you’re not making a difference in 
the community, I think you’re falling 
short of what we should be doing as 
good citizens.”

By Amanda Casanova
The president of the Irving Independent School 

Board surprised her fellow trustees at the Jan. 28 meeting 
by saying that some trustees had interfered with day-to-
day operations of the district.

Board President Ronda Huffstetler said at the 
meeting that some trustees had made “unannounced 
campus visits and had secret meetings about ousting the 
superintendent.”

“We do not run the district’s daily operations,” 
Huffstetler said at the end of the meeting during trustee 
comments. “It does not help the district, and it does not 
put the children first.”

Trustee Steven Jones said Wednesday “he had no 

idea what Ms. Huffstetler was talking about.”
Huffstetler said district employees had contacted her 

about trustees “meddling” and she promised to continue 
to investigate the concerns with the board.

“Employees have interpreted this behavior as bul-
lying, threatening and intimidation and it makes them 
extremely uncomfortable,” Huffstetler said. “It is not our 
job. I will no longer stand for violations of policy, and you 
have my word on that.”

Huffstetler’s comments came during School Board 
Appreciation Month and just months from May’s vote 
where three board seats are up for election. Huffstetler, 
who is in district 7, is among the candidates running again. 
District 5 and District 6 seats are also up for election.

Lone Star Park at Grand Prairie 
announced Jan. 25 that the main 
racetrack is being completely reno-
vated along with major grandstand 
improvements to be in place in time 
for the upcoming 13-week, 2013 
Spring Thoroughbred Season begin-
ning April 11.

The main track reconditioning is 
currently underway and will feature a 
new base and mixture to ensure track 
safety and consistency:

“During the course of the pre-
vious Fall Meeting of Champions 
for American Quarter Horses, we 
noticed inconsistencies in the main 
dirt track that caused some bias 
during races. A complete investiga-
tion by independent, top track and 
soil experts, found that remnants of 
the previously used cushion material 
remained in broad areas of the track. 
This material caused difficulties 
grooming the track each day in order 
to achieve a uniform distribution of 
cushion from the inner rail to the 
outside of the racetrack,” said Drew 
Shubeck, Lone Star Park President & 
General Manager.

The renovation project includes:

1) Removal of all cushion ma-
terial in order to fully inspect the 
limestone base.

2) Reapplication of the cushion, 
allowing sub-cushion material to 
blend with saved cushion material.

3) Washed sand, clay and or-
ganics will be blended to achieve 
optimum blend of cushion materials.

“Our first and foremost objective 
is to have a safe and consistent race-
track surface and we believe these 
renovations will do just that for our 
horsemen,” said Shubeck.

The changes to the main race-
track are not the only improvements 
being made at Lone Star Park. Re-
turning customers will notice a 
significant change on the fourth 
floor of the 280,000 square foot, 
glass-enclosed, climate controlled 
grandstand. The main 1,200 seat 
Silks Dining Terraces are undergoing 
a dramatic renovation including new 
tables and chairs and a completely 
redesigned television presentation

Also, the track recently an-
nounced its 2013 Stakes Schedule 
consisting of 11 stakes races totaling 
over $1.1 million. The schedule is 

highlighted by the $300,000 Lone 
Star Park Handicap (Grade III) for 
three year olds and up at 1-1/16 
miles on May 27 and the $200,000 
Texas Mile (Grade III) for three year 
olds and up at one mile on April 27. 
Check out www.lonestarpark.com for 
a complete stakes schedule listing.

Source: Lone Star Park

Big changes off and running at Lone Star Park

Irving ISD trustees asked not to ‘meddle’ 


