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See IMAGINE, Page 5

Taking a proactive approach, first responders from the Irving Police Department and the fire department worked with members of 
TRE and DART during a training exercise involving the survivors of a “collision” between a train and a vehicle. / Photo by Sarah Bays

See CHAMBER, Page 7

See EXERCISE, Page 3

Monday - Saturday: 5:30 am - 8:00 pm
 Sunday: 7:00 am - 3:00 pm

We are now open!  Experience the new 
look with the same PJ’s feel. Come on 
in and see the usual friendly faces and 

meet some new ones! 

By Sarah Bays
Passengers exited the TRE early 

Sunday morning, Nov. 1, just past 
the intersection of Rock Island 
and Rogers roads. A white van sat 
parked across the train tracks, the 
driver was unhurt, the passengers 
were not so fortunate.

While some Irving first respond-
ers carried passengers from the mid-
dle and back seats of the van, others 
collected backboards and first aid 
equipment from their trucks. Two 
passengers, both women, were low-
ered onto yellow boards, strapped 
and readied to be loaded into ambu-
lances.

Thankfully, this entire scenario 
was just pretend.

“The training scenario will be ad-
dressing the response to a passen-
ger rail accident at the rail crossing 

By Courtney Ouellette
One of the most talented athletes 

to come out of Irving ISD, profes-
sional women’s basketball player 
Odyssey Sims has come home. On 
Monday, Nov. 7, the Tulsa Shock 
franchise arrived in Arlington to 
officially reveal its new name and 
mascot at UT Arlington’s College 
Park Arena, the team’s new home. 

In a nod to their new partners and 
counterparts the Dallas Mavericks, 
the new team is the Dallas Wings, a 
reflection of its winged mascot, Peg-
asus. Also home to the Texas Rang-
ers and the Dallas Cowboys, the city 
of Arlington and UTA were excited 
to welcome their new partners. 

“This arena was built and opened 

By Fredy Gonzalez
Visions of Irving’s future were 

unveiled at the South Irving Library 
on Oct. 28. As the city’s population 
grows at a rate that is projected to 
add another 200,000 residents by 
2040, the demands of a growing 
city must be met. In an attempt to 
meet these future challenges head 
first, the Imagine Irving project was 
conceived. 

Current residents were asked spe-
cific questions regarding the City of 
Irving, such as: What do you want? 
What are your concerns? How can 
that be implemented? What is the 
practicality of that? Fregonese Asso-
ciates, a premier land use planning 
firm based in Portland, Oregon, 
which has worked with the City of 
Irving since 1997, listened to the cit-
izens’ answers and sorted them into 
a cohesive vision of tomorrow.

Housing demands and trans-

By Sarah Bays 
The 2014-2015 year was a suc-

cessful one for the Greater Irving- 
Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce, 
even as the positive economy in the 
State of Texas is drawing businesses 
and investors to the area. 

“There are two kinds of people in 
this world,” Texas Secretary of State 
Carlos H. Cascos said. “Texans, and 
those that want to be Texans.”

Cascos addressed Irving Chamber 
members at their 2015 annual meet-
ing at the Dallas Marriott Las Coli-
nas Oct. 29. He urged members to 
take stock of the importance of big 
and small businesses. 

“It’s not the government that cre-
ates jobs; it’s entrepreneurs,” Cas-
cos said. “I wish there was more we 
could do for these folks that have 
been loyal to their community year 
after year after year.”

Since 2009, 25 percent of jobs 
created in the United States were 
created in Texas. Cascos remind-
ed attendees it is the work of small 
business owners and economic 

First responder crews complete exercise
located at Rock Island Road and 
Rogers Road,” said Jason Carriere 
of the Irving Police Department. “In 
Irving, we conduct training exercis-
es multiple times a year, addressing 
various scenarios to test response 
capabilities to events that can im-
pact operations in the city.”

In the event that a passenger car 
and a train ever collide in Irving, 
police would be on hand to manage 
scene security and support the city’s 
fire department, which does most of 
the rescue work.

The team seemed to have reenact-
ed a successful operation.

“So far so good, in terms of the 
overall setup and cooperation with 
the different agencies,” said police 
spokesman James McClellan. 

Recently, a man jumped from the 

Odyssey Sims returns home 
with new WNBA franchise

in 2012 with the intent of hosting 
large scale events, concerts, athlet-
ic events and other attractions that 
truly unite our Arlington communi-
ty,” said Vistasp Karbhari, president 
of UTA. “We are a part of the fabric 
of this town and the surrounding 
Metroplex, a gathering place, a re-
source for learning and enjoyment. 
And the new team, set to make its 
debut in the fall, will certainly add to 
all of the reasons area residents have 
for visiting UTA.

“To have a major sports team 

housed on our campus, to have the 
opportunity to watch as they work-
out, to practice and to compete, and 
for all of us in the community to 
have the experience of cheering on 
a professional women’s basketball 
team right in our own backyard is 
valuable to this community beyond 
description,” Karbhari said.

With an expanding athletic pro-
gram, Karbhari and the Mavericks 
anticipate an interactive and ben-
eficial partnership not only for the 

See WNBA, Page 4

Imagine Irving a 
quarter century in 
the future

portation issues were discussed, 
because both of these topics were 
flagged as concerns for citizens. 
Imagine Irving foresees the city 
working with DART to promote 
more fluidity in transportation be-
tween Valley Ranch, Las Colinas, 
and the Heritage District. An em-
phasis was placed on making com-
pletely walkable neighborhoods 
with easy access to services, tran-
sit, educational, medical facilities, 
shopping, and recreation/outdoor 
facilities. Nature and sustainability 
facilities are integrated into all as-
pects of life with the project as green 
infrastructure parks and trails allow 
people to move around and enjoy 
the outdoors while living healthy 
lifestyles. 

Robust, innovative business en-
vironments are expected to contin-
ue to expand as Irving grows into a 

Chamber celebrates 
year of success

planners that has driven this accom-
plishment.

“It was no ‘Texas miracle’ -- it 
was deliberate action,” Cascos said. 
“Miracles come from above, not 
here.”

The Irving Chamber of Com-
merce had 1,925 members during 
the 2014-2015 year. Its total revenue 
for the same time was $3.5 million. 
Total expenses were $3.3 million.

Nearly half of the chamber’s in-
come is from investments from 
its members. Another 45 percent 
comes from public funding for eco-
nomic development recruitment/
retention.

As of now, Irving is ranked as the 
fifth safest city in America and the 
20th best city for families in Amer-
ica. The Irving zip code 75038 is the 
most diverse zip code in the country 
and ranks in Bloomberg Business-
week’s Top 50 Places to Live.

The city’s economic depth is 
bolstered by its double AAA bond 
rating. Irving serves as global 
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Free pets
November 7, 10 AM - 5 PM 
All spayed or neutered animals at the Irving 
Animal Care Campus, 4140 Valley View 
Lane, Irving, TX 75038, will have their 
adoption fee waived. Adoptions must be 
processed 30 minutes prior to closing.

Irving Silvertones
November 8, 6 p.m.
The Irving Silvertones will present their an-
nual tribute to Veterans at Oak View Baptist 
Church. The choir will present a variety of 
patriotic music celebrating America. Guests 
will include the three high school military 
R.O.T.C. flag corps and State Representative 
Rodney Anderson representing District 105. 
Come attend the free concert as we pres-
ent military personnel who have defended 
the Gates of Freedom of America.

North Lake Veterans Day
November 11, 11 a.m.
North Lake College will commemorate 
Veterans Day with a Presentation of Ser-
vices, a traditional military program, in the 
Performance Hall. The presentation is open 
to the public and local veterans are especially 
encouraged to attend. The program will 
include a tribute to each branch of service 
and will feature music of the armed forces. 

Heritage Senior Center Veterans 
Day 
November 11, 10 a.m. – 11:15 a.m.
Heritage members are invited to exhibit their 
personal photos and artifacts, or those of a 
family member, from service in the military. 
Visitors can tour the exhibits and speak 
one-on-one with veterans at the Heritage 
Senior Center, 200 S. Jefferson St., Irving, 
TX 75060. The first 60 people to register will 
enjoy a complimentary breakfast. Admission 
is free. Open to ages 18 and older. 
 
Lone Star Youth Orchestra
November 11, 7 p.m. 
Pack your bags and travel the world with 
Lone Star Youth Orchestra, as they present 
their season opener featuring composers 
such as Gershwin, Ravel, Brahms, and more! 
Carpenter Hall l $6.50 - $13.50
The Addams Family
November 6-21
Come meet the family. We’ll leave the 
lights off for you. Mainstage Irving-Las Coli-
nas brings your favorite weird and wonderful 
family to life in The Addams Family. This 
magnificently macabre new musical comedy 
is a devilish delight, featuring an original 
story that is every father’s worst nightmare. 
Wednesday Addams, the ultimate princess 
of darkness, has grown up and fallen in 
love with a sweet, smart young man from 

a respectable family – a man her parents 
have never met. Everything will change for 
the whole family on the fateful night they host 
a dinner for Wednesday’s ‘normal’ boyfriend 
and his parents. 
2:30 & 8 p.m. l Carpenter Hall l $21-$31
Friday Evening Shows: November 6th, 13th 
and 20th at 7:30 PM
Saturday Evening Shows: November 7th, 
14th and 21st at 7:30 PM
Sunday Matinees: November 8th and 15th 
at 2:30 PM
Thursday Evening Show: November 19th 
at 7:30 PM
ITALIAN WATER CIRCUS
NOV 12-15
ACROBATIC POLES, HIGH ENERGY 
JUGGLING, even DARK MAGIC AERIAL 
TISSUE and more await you! So, get your 
tickets! And remember… we’re offering a free 
child admission with each full-priced adult 
admission in levels 2-3!
FIRST TIME EVER….OUR BRAND NEW 
SHOW IS COMING TO YOU DALLAS 
& FORT WORTH…. THE BIG SHOW IS 
WAITING FOR YOU IN HURST…. 
When: November 12-15
Where: 1101 Melbourne Rd, Hurst, TX 76053  
At North East Mall
Located: corner of NE Mall Blvd & Cheryl 
Ave. between Dillard’s & Best Buy in the 
parking lot. Under a White & Blue Tent
•November 12- THURS: 7:30pm •November 
13- FRI: 5:30pm & 8:30pm •November 14- 
SAT: 2:30pm, 5:30pm & 8:30pm •November 
15- SUN: 2:30pm & 5:30pm & 8:30pm
Box office hours:
The box office opens on-site on Tuesday, the 
week of the show.
Non-show days: Tues-Sun: 10am – 6pm
On show days open 10am – 9pm
For more information, check out the Cirque 
Italia website: www.cirqueitalia.com. 
Make A Child Smile Program
The City of Coppell is once again sponsoring 
the special holiday program called Make A 
Child Smile. This annual program benefits 
children in Coppell by providing holiday gifts 
for Coppell families who need a little extra 
help during the season. 
Participants may stop by the City Manager’s 
Office through Dec. 8, to choose a paper 

ornament, then purchase a gift of clothing 
and/or a toy for the child and finally, return it 
to the City Manager’s Office in Town Center, 
wrapped, with the paper ornament attached 
on the outside of the gift. City staff will deliver 
the gifts prior to Christmas. The program goal 
is to provide at least one toy and one article 
of clothing for each child.
Shoppers may pick up an ornament in the 

City Manager’s Office on the second floor of 
Town Center, 255 Parkway Blvd., weekdays, 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (excluding holiday hours) or 
email Ashley Owens at aowens@coppelltx.
gov or Amy Swaim at aswaim@coppelltx.gov 
for ornament requests. All gifts are due to the 
City Manager’s Office by close of business 
on Tuesday, Dec. 8.

What would you do with $1 million? Irving woman finds out
IRVING, Texas, -- Desiree Scud-

der was paid a surprise visit this Fri-
day, Oct. 23, by the famous Publish-
ers Clearing House Prize Patrol who 
named her the winner of an incredi-
ble $1,000,000 SuperPrize. 

Ms. Scudder, 30, was stunned 
at the Prize Patrol’s arrival -- with 
a “Big Check,” bouquets of roses 
and balloons. The unannounced, 

videotaped surprise notification of 
the winner is a Publishers Clearing 
House tradition. 

Her winning moment is featured 
on the Publishers Clearing House 
fan page on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/pch.

Ms. Scudder couldn’t believe 
it when the Prize Patrol went to 
her place of work, a toxicology lab 

in Irving, with a $1,000,000 sur-
prise. She enters the Publishers 
Clearing House sweepstakes often 
on her computer and mobile device 
through the PCH app and always 
dreamed of winning big. She plans 
on using the money to treat herself 
to a dream trip to Japan.

Ms. Scudder is the 80th Publishers 
Clearing House winner of one mil-

lion dollars or more, joining a roster 
of many other SuperPrize winners 
from all over the country. This Su-
perPrize brings the total awarded in 
the company’s sweepstakes to well 
over $260 million -- in major prizes 
alone.

“No matter how many winners 
we surprise or how much money 
we give away, it’s a thrill for us ev-

ery single time,” said Dave Sayer – 
who heads the Prize Patrol and who 
has presented virtually every major 
Publishers Clearing House Sweep-
stakes prize since 1981.

Consumers can enter the Publish-
ers Clearing House Sweepstakes by 
responding to company mailings 
or by visiting the company’s web-
site: www.pch.com.

SOURCE Publishers Clearing House
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Exercise
Continued from Page 1

MacArthur overpass at Irving Bou-
levard and onto a train in an appar-
ent suicide attempt. The situation 
created a scenario between train 
passengers and first responders at 
this training reenactment.

“We’ve had a few pedestrian train 
accidents,” McClellan said. 

This exercise included DART, 
TRE, the Irving Police Department 
and the Irving Fire Department. A 
TRE train passed the intersection 
and stopped about 100 feet ahead 
of the crash site. The van was placed 
onto the tracks as though it had 
been there when the train crossed. 
There was no actual crash simulated 
this time.

Passengers from the train and 
car were treated after being sepa-
rated into groups: green for those 
who could walk and did not appear 
to have serious injuries; yellow for 

those who perhaps needed a bit 
more care; and red for those who 
were in dire straits. 

“This is something that we have 
the potential of dealing with really 
at any time,” Irving Assistant Fire 
Chief Rusty Wilson said. “Overall, 
we hit our benchmarks really well. 
We just like to do this every once 
in a while so that our members and 
our departments are reminded of 
each one of these steps in these crit-
ical areas that have to be covered in 
an incident like this before the time 
that the chaos hits.”

Wilson said every crash scene 
is different. The departments use 
a command structure that can be 
built upon and enlarged should the 
incident require more people on the 
scene.

“Thank God it doesn’t happen 
often,” Wilson said. “This is one 

Treating the situation as though it was really happening, Irving fire fighters were among the frist responder crews responsible for 
coordinating a response to the simulated train and vehicle collision. / Photo by Sarah Bays

of those what you would call a low 
frequency, high severity event. Ob-
viously with the potential here with 
something the size of a train, just the 
sheer inertia of the force of a train, 
if it hits a bus or a car or something 
like that then obviously there’s the 
potential for a lot of casualties.”

If motorists should ever find 
themselves stuck on train tracks 
with an oncoming train, Wilson pro-
vided advice.

“The first thing to do at all costs if 
possible is move that vehicle off the 
train track. If the train’s coming at 
them and for whatever reason it’s 
just impossible for them to get that 
vehicle off the track, hey that’s sheet 
metal. Exit that vehicle and get out 
of the way. You know, that sheet 
metal can be replaced, a human life 
can’t.” 

The unofficial results for Coppell’s 
Special Election Sales Tax Proposal 
are as follows:

Shall the City of Coppell reautho-
rize the local sales and use tax at the 
rate of one-fourth of one-percent 
to continue providing revenue for 
maintenance and repair of munici-
pal streets or sidewalks for a period 
of four more years?

Early Voting
For:  1,011

By Nathaniel Sillin
Plenty of people are now putting 

the sun, wind and water to work to 
cut their energy bill. Should you join 
them?

Before any shift to renewable en-
ergy technology, you’ve got to do 
some very individualized research 
and above all, work the numbers. 

Solar energy seems to be getting 
the most attention. You might have 
heard recent news reports about so-
lar energy’s sliding costs and rising 
support in Washington. A recent 
White House report (https://www.
whitehouse.gov) noted that the av-
erage cost of a solar electric system 
has dropped by 50 percent since 
2010 and that federal agencies are 
working to make it easier for low-
er-income taxpayers to borrow up 
to $25,000 for solar and energy ef-
ficient home improvements. 

And many are rushing to do instal-
lations by the current year-end 2016 
expiration date for the 30 percent 
federal consumer energy efficiency 
tax credits (http://www.energystar.
gov/about/federal_tax_credits) 
covering solar energy systems, small 
wind turbines and geothermal heat 
pumps. 

How should you evaluate the cost 
of a renewable energy project? Con-
sider these questions first:

Could incremental energy-sav-
ing projects be more practical? 
Start with baby steps. Before you 
decide on an expensive solar or oth-
er renewables project, see if small-
er changes around the home could 

TARRYTOWN, N.Y. --  Regen-
eron Pharmaceuticals, Inc. an-
nounced that a new survey released 
Nov. 5 found that less than half of 
recently surveyed U.S. adults with 
diabetes recognize their risk for vi-
sion loss.1 In fact, less than one-fifth 
(18 percent) of respondents said 
they were familiar with diabetic 
macular edema (DME),1 a term that 
refers to swelling of the macula and 
is a complication of diabetic retinop-
athy, the most common diabetic eye 

Survey of adults with diabetes reveals less 
than half understand their risk for vision loss 

disease.2 These findings are part of 
a survey conducted by the Market 
Research Group at Everyday Health, 
Inc. on behalf of Regeneron.

The survey found that nearly one 
third (30 percent) of respondents 
reported they do not get an annual 
comprehensive dilated eye exam,1 a 
test that can help to detect DME and 
diabetic retinopathy.3 Of those re-
spondents who do not get an annu-
al dilated eye exam, more than half 
(56 percent) were not aware that the 

exam is recommended by the Na-
tional Eye Institute for people with 
diabetes or that it could help protect 
against vision loss associated with 
the disease.1,3

“Getting an annual comprehen-
sive dilated eye exam is a critical 
step that may help to prevent fu-
ture vision loss by identifying is-
sues early,” said Dr. Allen Ho, MD 
FACS, Director of Retina Research, 
Wills Eye Hospital and Professor of 
Ophthalmology at Thomas Jeffer-

son University. “These survey find-
ings underscore the need for more 
awareness among the diabetes com-
munity about their risk for vision 
loss and what they can do help pro-
tect their vision.”

Additional findings from the on-
line survey of 1,074 people living 
with diabetes include:

When thinking about diabetes 
complications, those surveyed said 
eye disease is the number two con-
cern, behind cardiovascular dis-
ease.1

Despite concerns, however, less 
than half (44 percent) of respon-
dents said they were very knowl-
edgeable about eye diseases that 
could result in vision loss.1

Only one third (35 percent) of re-
spondents said they were familiar 
with diabetic retinopathy, specifi-
cally.1

Nearly 9 out of 10 (88 percent) 
respondents who are not getting 
a dilated eye exam every year said 
knowing that the exam can help de-
tect diabetic eye disease would moti-
vate them to get one.1

In an effort to create awareness 
and dialogue about improved eye 
care for people living with diabetes, 
Regeneron launched a new online 
resource, www.DiabetesSightRisk.
com, which offers information 
about diabetic eye diseases includ-
ing facts and symptoms, as well as 
details around comprehensive dilat-
ed eye exams. Visitors to the site can 

also find a nearby retina specialist, 
via the American Society of Retina 
Specialists directory. 

In addition, the company has 
teamed up with Intelligent Reti-
nal Imaging Systems™ (IRIS) on a 
month-long national initiative called 
the 30/30 Campaign®. Through 
this program, IRIS will hold 30 or 
more diabetic retinopathy screen-
ing events across the United States 
during Diabetes Awareness Month 
this November. A calendar of the 
screening events is available at 
www.DiabetesSightRisk.com. 

About the Survey  
The Diabetes Eye Health Survey was 
conducted by Everyday Health, Inc., 
a leading provider of digital health 
and wellness solutions. Everyday 
Health, Inc. conducted a quanti-
tative online survey – designed by 
Everyday Health on behalf of Re-
generon – among a representative 
sample of 1,074 U.S. adults diag-
nosed with diabetes. The survey 
was fielded August 4 – 17, 2015. The 
margin of sampling error at the 95 
percent level of confidence is ±2.99 
for total respondents (1,074).

Audiences surveyed included:
1,074 U.S. adults who have diabe-

tes 
755 U.S. adults who have had an 

annual dilated eye exam 
319 U.S. adults who have not had 

an annual dilated eye exam
SOURCE Regeneron Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

Against:  201
Election Day
For:  1,241
Against:  235
Total
For:  2,252  (83.78%)
Against:  436  (16.22%)
Canvassing of this election will 

take place in Town Center at 8 AM, 
on Monday, Nov. 16, at 255 E. Park-
way Blvd., Coppell, Texas 75019.

SOURCE City of Coppell

Coppell special election 
sales tax proposal/ 
unofficial results

Eco-friendly home renovation 
save money. You can improve the 
performance of heating and air con-
ditioning systems and seal air leaks 
from windows, doors and other ar-
eas of the home. A do-it-yourself or 
professional energy audit (http://
energy.gov/energysaver/articles/
energy-audits) might be a good first 
step in detecting energy waste.

What’s going on locally? When 
it comes to renewable energy, geog-
raphy matters, and not just for tax 
breaks and credits for systems. Gen-
erally, weather, temperature, wind 
and sun exposure measurements 
matter when you’re choosing a par-
ticular project. For example, the 
Solar Energy Industries Association 
reports that solar installations are 
more common on the East and West 
Coasts, mainly because – that’s be-
cause sun exposure is greater on 
the coasts than in the center of the 
country. State and local organiza-
tions dealing with renewables can 
offer guidance to cost, effectiveness, 
installation and many other issues 
you’ll need to evaluate. A local eval-
uation of options is essential. 

Do you really understand the 
technology? There is no doubt that 
technology is always evolving, and 
this is one of the reasons why solar 
and other renewable energy options 
are becoming cheaper. However, 
falling costs are one thing, but you 
need to fully understand what you’re 
buying so you can hire the best peo-
ple to install it and service the sys-
tem over time. For the basics, a good 
place to start is the U.S. Department 

of Energy’s Energy.gov site’s renew-
able energy section. 

Should you buy, lease or bor-
row? One of the drivers behind the 
recent growth in solar is a new gen-
eration of vendors who provide one-
stop shopping, installation and bill-
ing for systems at little or no initial 
cost. These vendors facilitate both 
purchase by loan and lease options. 
As convenient as this option might 
be, watch for inflation clauses, fees 
and penalties that could drive you 
above what you’re paying for con-
ventional, utility-produced electric-
ity. 

How will it affect resale? There’s 
a fair amount of debate as to wheth-
er green home improvements actu-
ally boost home prices. Also, many 
real estate experts have mixed opin-
ions about how prospective buyers 
feel about purchasing a home with 
existing renewable energy equip-
ment that’s either been bought or 
leased. 

Should I involve my financial 
and tax advisors? Whether you 
plan to buy, borrow or lease a system 
or do intermediary energy improve-
ments around the home, talking to 
a qualified financial or tax advisor 
isn’t just worthwhile, it’s essential. 
It is also a good idea to speak with 
your homeowners insurance agent 
to see if your project will affect your 
coverage.

Bottom line: Want to save money 
and the planet? Do your homework 
and make sure an investment in re-
newable energy works for you. 
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Bowie
If you are looking for a very SPECIAL NEEDS, large guy I am 
for you. My name is BOWIE. I am a 2 year old extra large, neu-
tered male with long black and white fur. I am very affectionate 
and get along with all the cats in the cat colony. I am a MANX, 
which means I have no tail because of this my genes have short-
ened my spine causing problems with my bowels and bladder, 
this is a very common problem on Manx cats.. I need to be on a 
special diet to control my problems. This diet has been working 
for me Please come by and see how awesome I am. 

Toby
Hi. My name is Toby. I’m 3 years old. They say that I’m a Mas-
tiff/Shar-Pei mix, and I definitely have a handsome Mastiff face. 
I also know some commands. I love toys. I will fetch just about 
anything you throw. I will return, and then play a little tug-o-war. 
I love meeting new people, and cannot wait to have a new family 
of my own. So to sum up - I’m affectionate, smart, friendly, ener-
getic, and wait for it.....I know some commands. A home where I 
can be the only fur baby, will probably be best for me. So come on 
down, and let’s meet. 

Put a Paw print in your heart
and a best friend in your home

OPEN
   Tuesday - Friday
         11am - 6 pm
   Saturday
         10 am - 5 pm 

LOCATION
   4140 Valley View Ln.
   Irving, TX 75038
   972-721-7788
   www.DFWHumane.com

Rambler

Subscribe 
to the  

972-870-1992 ADOPT a new family member today! DONATE if you can not adopt!

students, but for the players as well. 
“The fact that it’s a women’s team, 

when the most recent sport UTA 
has added to its athletic program is 
women’s golf, makes it all the sweet-
er. To the players: once you get to 
know our lady Mavs and the men 
and spend time with our students, 
you’ll wish you were back at our uni-
versity and perhaps we can even or-
ganize that,” said Karbhari jokingly. 

There to represent both the NBA 
and WNBA, the Deputy Commis-
sioner and Chief Operating Officer 
of the NBA Mark Tatum explained 
why DFW is the best place for this 
new franchise. 

“What an exciting time for this 
Dallas Fort Worth market and for 
the WNBA,” Tatum said. “We’re 
absolutely thrilled to have this team 
here. Dallas Fort Worth is one of the 
biggest and most thriving metropol-
itan cities in the United States and in 
all of North America.

“It’s going to be an opportunity 
for the wonderful, passionate, die-
hard sports and basketball fans in 
this community to see the very best 
in the world of women’s basketball. 

WNBA
Continued from Page 1

This is a market that is known for 
their passion for the game of basket-
ball.

“What this community will come 
to see, which every WNBA commu-
nity gets to visualize, is not only the 
incredible talent and athleticism 
of our players on the court and the 
passion that they have for this game, 
but also how hard they work off the 
court and in the community,” he 
said. “I have no doubt that you will 
be seeing a lot of these faces in this 
community hard at work building 
passion for the game and building 
passion for their team in this won-
derful community. 

“Next year, [the WNBA] will be 
celebrating our 20thanniversary and 
what a thrill it’s going to be to have 
the inaugural season of this team 
here in this area lineup with the 20th 
anniversary. The league has never 
been better. The talent on the court 
has never been deeper, the play 
has never been more dynamic and 
greater, and it’s just an exciting time 
on the court,” Tatum said. 

According to Tatum, the strength 
of the team and its brand will suc-

cessfully serve the DFW market and 
its sports fans because of the indi-
viduals that hold it together on all 
levels of the franchise. 

“The leadership of this organi-
zation is not only demonstrated 
through the ownership group but 
through the team itself. What a treat 
to have coach Fred Williams who 
is the head coach of this team, and 
what a treat it will be to have the 
incredible talent of all-star players 
like Skylar Diggins, and hometown 
heroes such as Odyssey Sims come 
into this market,” he said.

All smiles during the team logo 
and name reveal, Sims’ excitement 
at being home was barely contained. 

“It means a lot, just to be back 
home of course playing in front of 
my friends and family,” she said. “I 
went to Baylor, so all of my Baylor 
fans can come and watch the home 
games. I’m really looking forward to 
it. I went to Irving MacArthur [High 
School]. I think all my friends are 
excited for me to come back and see 
me play. I’m really, really excited.”

Known for her intensity on the 
court, Sims looks forward to show-

Previously the Tulsa Shock, the Dallas Wings revealed thier new mascot, logo and name 
at a press conference in Arlington. /Courtesy Image

ing fans and the DFW community 
who she is outside of basketball. 

“It gives the young girls an oppor-
tunity to know how we really are off 
the court, know that we’re not al-
ways serious, that we do have fun,” 
she said. “We’re professionals. It is 
serious, but at the same time, we like 
to have fun too.

“Most people don’t get to see the 
side of us where we dress up, put on 
makeup and look cute. Because we 
are here in Arlington, we’ll go out to 
eat in Arlington, Dallas, pretty much 
everywhere in the Metroplex, so it’s 
cool how fans will get to see us in ac-
tual clothes and not just in basket-
ball clothes and sweats all the time,” 
Sims said. 

Representing her team and being 
involved in the community takes on 
a whole different meaning for Sims 
with her high school a short way 

down the highway. 
“I know that Dallas is a big mar-

ket,” Sims said. “We’re going to have 
a lot of girls come to the games and 
want to know who we are. I’m look-
ing forward to having camps and 
getting an opportunity to interact 
with them.” 

Sims’ advice for young athletes in 
any sport is simple. 

“Progress is a process and that’s 
what I live by,” she said. “You work 
hard and you stay dedicated and 
motivated, you’ll get there. It is fun, 
and not everybody gets the opportu-
nity to get to be in this position, so 
I’m blessed to just be here. For the 
young girls just coming up, there’s a 
lot of talent, and they’ve just got to 
stay at it and work hard.”

Tickets for the upcoming Dallas 
Wings season are currently on sale.

Dallas Wings guard and Irving 
native, Odyssey Sims expresses 
her excitement about playing 
for a true home crowd. 
(Above) 

--------

Sims joins team president 
and CEO David Swatzell and 
representatives from the NBA, 
the WNBA and the Wings to 
get a good view of the team’s 
logo at UT Arlington’s College 
Park Arena, the team’s new 
home. (Right) / Photos by 
Courtney Ouellette
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at Monroe, Clyde was a member of 
the Elks Club, and he also joined the 
Irving Jaycees, serving on the board 
in 1967 and held the position of 
State Director in 1968 and 69.  After 
19 years of service at Monroe, Clyde 
resigned in 1980 to pursue entre-
preneurial interests.  Clyde opened 
and managed several businesses in 
the city of Irving including a jewel-
ry store, a pizza restaurant, and his 
beloved pawn shop, AAction Jewel-
ry and Loan Company.  Clyde was a 
contributor in the foundation of the 
Irving Pawnbrokers Association. 
A memorial service will be held at 
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home, 
2:30 PM, Sunday November 8, 
2015.

Arrangements by
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home

 972-254-4242

LISA MIKUSEK 
HOWARD

Lisa Ann Howard was born on 
September 30, 
1961, in Dallas, 
Texas to Daniel 
and Leona Ber-
end Mikusek. 
She passed 
away suddenly 
on October 31, 

2015 in Sanford, Maine, at the age 
of 54. She grew up in Irving, Tx. 
and graduated from Nimitz High 
School. She was employed by 
Gulf of Maine Research Institute 

Freelancers Needed
For more information

call 972-870-1992

Outside Sales
Representative Wanted

Rambler Newspapers is currently seeking outgoing individuals who enjoy working closely 
with community business leaders.

To apply send resume to johns@ramblernewspapers.net
For more information call

972-870-1992

OBITUARIES

Imagine
Continued from Page 1

global economic city. 
Residents want to see a strong 

foundation of health and education-
al services in the community. Recent 
graduates should have plenty of op-
portunities to continue their studies 
in the area or join local companies. 
Young people raised and educated 
in Irving should not feel ‘forced’ to 
leave home to begin their careers. 

The city is home to a wide diver-
sity of cultures and the DFW Inter-
national Airport is seen as an asset 
to Irving. Not many places on Earth 
have an international airport in 
their backyard. 

Community involvement lets 
people know that their voices make 
a difference in city government. 
Through Imagine Irving, today’s 
residents were able to help decision 
makers determine the direction Ir-
ving should be headed for a better 
tomorrow. 

John Fregonese, President of 
Fregonese Associates, led a team 
of consultants knowledgeable in 

different fields such as transporta-
tion, economics, outreach, and open 
space. He has worked in north cen-
tral Texas since ’98 when he did the 
downtown plan for Denton. He has 
worked in Arlington and Dallas. He 
has done plans for Louisiana, Tulsa, 
Albuquerque, and even England. 

“The ideas that came up in the 
session were addressed because of a 
survey in Irving that we did, and also 
workshops that we did,” Fregonese 
said. “We interpret those responses 
and put them into words. This input 
is from the first half of the project 
where we did workshops and where 
people showed us what they wanted 
to do, where they wanted to go. Hav-
ing done a lot of cities, we see what 
they want to get and how do we get 
you there. At these meetings we are 
saying ‘this is the goal.’ It’s an accu-
rate depiction of what people want, 
and we ask ‘what do you want us to 
do first?’ so it gives you an idea of 
where their priorities are.”

Something that is not being seen 

at these meetings is also addressed: 
the lack of involvement with the 
youth. An interesting element of 
Irving’s growth is the young peo-
ple within the age groups of 18-30. 
These people are a great asset to the 
city as they cultivate entrepreneurial 
innovation and creativity.

The lack of the younger popula-
tion and cultural diversity seen at 
these meeting raises concerns re-
garding what it is residents really 
want. 

“We want to figure out ways [for] 
people to get their voice in and not 
come to these meetings, because 
some people are too busy to come to 
these meetings,” Fregonese said.

North Lake College engineering 
student Yannick Lukusa, 20, em-
phasized the importance of these 
meetings and why more youth must 
get involved.

“I would love to have a younger 
generation here representing, be-
cause this is all about them,” Lukusa 
said. “This is a future event that’s 

going to happen. They are trying to 
make future life easier for people 
that are coming up. They are not do-
ing this for themselves. Older peo-
ple here are deciding what’s going 
to happen with the younger gener-
ation.”

Irene Kim is an urban planner 
who focuses primarily on public 
involvement, communications, and 
urban design for Fregonese Associ-
ates.

“There are many younger people 
that live in Irving and many flavors 
of ethnically diverse population,” 
Kim said. “It’s really important 
that those people come to these 
events, because they are the future; 
although it is great to hear every-
body’s opinion, the majority of the 
population is very young. 

“The purpose of this meeting is 
to introduce the vision which will 
guide the comprehensive plan. The 
comprehensive plan has all the 
chapters which covers everything 
from economic development to the 

schools, to all the topics discussed. 
We’re in the beginning stage of writ-
ing that plan so once this is all writ-
ten we’ll once again introduce that 
to the community. People, if they at-
tend, get more feedback from them 
and that’s really important.”

There are continuing opportuni-
ties to be involved in Imagine Irving 
and to have your voice heard.

“Please visit our website, look 
through it and see what’s on there,” 
Kim said. “Figure out how to get in-
volved, contact us if you have any 
questions. Fill out the survey be-
cause it is effective, and we take that 
into consideration. It’s five ques-
tions. You can keep checking back 
and get updates through signing up 
with the city’s list serve. There will 
be more meeting, and we’ll definite-
ly reach out in other ways.”

If you would like to make a differ-
ence in Irving’s future, visit www.
imagineirving.org .

Arrangements by
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home

 972-254-4242

Eva Gallatin Means
Aug. 5, 1925 - Nov. 2, 2015

John Phillip Hampton
Jun. 20, 1938 - Nov. 05, 2015

CLyDE RAy 
DUMAS

Clyde Ray Dumas, 79, of Irving, 
passed away in 
the early morn-
ing of November 
4, 2015 while 
surrounded by 
family.  Clyde is 
survived by his 
wife of 44 years, 
Barbara Gail 

Dumas; his daughter and son-in-
law, Crystal and Richard Sheffield, 
of Dallas; his grandson and grand-
daughter-in-law, Christopher and 
Cecilia Dumas, of Buda, TX; his 
son, Steve Dumas, from Irving; and 
his daughter, Lisa Harris, of Irving.  
Clyde is a member of the Waco High 
School graduating class of 1954.  
After 2 semesters at Baylor Univer-
sity, Clyde joined the United States 
Air Force where he faithfully served 
his country for four years stationed 
primarily in Newfoundland.  Clyde 
earned an honorable discharge and 
the Good Conduct Medal awarded 
for character and efficiency ratings 
of excellent or higher throughout his 
service tenure.

After his military service, Clyde 
began his professional career as a 
service technician for Monroe Cal-
culator Company where he repaired 
and maintained various models of 
early calculating machines.  While 
performing this duty, he obtained 
an Associate of Applied Science in-
Electronics degree.  During his time 

CLASSIFIEDS (972) 870-1992 
laurier@ramblernewspapers.net

LEGALS

DEATH NOTICES

SUMMARY OF ORDERS
BUILDING AND STANDARDS COMMISSION

Thursday, October 29, 2015 at 3:30 p.m.
CITY HALL 825 WEST IRVING BOULEVARD

CLOSED FOR COMPLIANCE:
BSCP1503-0001 – 539 Iris Dr. – Deutsche Bank National Trust Company/Robert & Car-olyn Heflin/Jose 
A Morales
BSCP1306-0002 – 2427 Glacier St. – Deutsche Bank Trust Co/Ahmed Hussein
BSCP1403-0002 – 804 S Irving Heights Dr. – Zook Myron TR & Winnie Lou TR

INDIVIDUAL   CONSIDERATION:
BSCP1505-0004 – 1118 Alexander St. – Amador Soto Mejia A/K/A Amador M Soto/Esther Soto A/K/A 
Esther Deniz A/K/A Esther Deniz-Macias/Ocwen Loan Servicing, LLC/Bank of America, N.A./Servis One, 
Inc. dba BSI Financial Services Commission made findings; no later than November 9, 2015 obtain the 
necessary permits for the demolition of all Structures.  No later than December 9, 2015 the owner(s) shall 
complete the demolition of all structures such that they are in compliance with city ordinances.  If the own-
er(s) have not completely demolished the Structures by the deadline dates set forth in the October 29, 
2015 Commission order, the Commission authorizes the City of Irving, to demolish the structures on or 
after December 10, 2015.  The Commission authorizes the City of Irving to enter the property, perform 
asbestos testing (if required) and/or remedia-tion if needed, demolish the Structures, remove all personalty, 
and dispose of all person-alty and demolition debris, assess the associated expenses including asbestos 
abate-ment and demolition costs on and file a lien against the property to recover all said ex-penses unless 
payment is received in full within ten (10) days from the date of the in-voice. Also notified the owner(s) of 
possible civil penalties being assessed of up to $10.00 per day for non-compliance. 

This is an abbreviated summary of the Commission Orders as established at the October 29, 2015 Building 
and Standards Commission Hearing.  A complete copy of the Commis-sions’ Orders may be obtained from 
Rachel Sedillo, Clerk for the Building and Standards Commission, City of Irving, Inspections Dept., 825 W. 
Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas 75060 (972-721-2388)

Arrangements by
Chism-Smith Funeral Home

972-259-7644

Gilbert Arredondo Jr.
Oct. 28, 1984 - Oct. 23, 2015

Bettye G. Langley
Jun. 21, 1932 - Oct. 23, 2015

Craig Francis Beasley  
Mar. 19, 1945 - Oct. 25, 2015

Anthony Joseph La Faso 
Dec. 29, 1927 - Oct. 31, 2015

Ruth Naomi Allen  

in Portland, Maine. She was a 
wonderful wife, mother, sister and 
friend known for her big heart and 
quick wit.
She is preceded in death by her 
father Daniel Mikusek and brother 
Paul Mikusek. She is survived 
by her husband of 16 years, 
Clint Howard, and son Nicholas 
Howard who was the light of her 
life; mother Leona Mikusek of 
Irving, Tx; brother Mark Mikusek 
of Irving, Tx; sister Janet Hill 
and brother-in-law Mike Hill of 
Corinth, Tx; John Mikusek and 
sister-in-law Debbie Mikusek of 
Irving, Tx; brother Eric Mikusek 
of Lewisville, Tx; mother-in-law 
Katherine Howard-Curl and sister-
in-law Dianne Weeks of Antlers, 
Ok; brother-in-law Jon Howard 
of Durant, Ok; and 16 nieces and 
nephews whom she loved dearly. 
She will be missed by all.
Visitation was at the Autumn 
Green Funeral Home in Alfred, 
Maine. Funeral service was held 
November 6th at Holy Family 
Catholic Church in Sanford, 
Maine.

JAMES CLIffORD 
HAStEn

James Clifford Hasten 72, went 
home with the Lord, Thursday Oc-
tober 29, 2015.

Memorial Celebration Service / 
Lunch will be Saturday, November 
14, 2015, 10am at Pioneer Drive 
Baptist Church. 4034 W. Pioneer 
Dr. Irving, TX 75061

Oct. 26, 1917 - Oct. 31, 2015

Francis Howard Bogden  
Jun. 28, 1942 - Nov. 2, 2015

Angel Armondo Flores 
Jul. 8, 2001 - Nov. 3, 2015

Arrangements by
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home 

972-579-1313 

Dolores Olson
Mar. 26, 1921 - Oct. 29, 2015

Casey Huett
Mar. 21, 1961 - Nov. 1, 2015

Childcare Center in Irving TX is 
looking to hire experienced day 
care assistant director. Send 
resume to:
childcaretexas@gmail.com

NOW HIRING 
Shady Grove Learning Center in 
Irving FT/PT Day care teachers. 
Apply TODAY 972-986-9351

The CITY OF IRVING, Texas will receive sealed responses in the Purchasing Division, 1st floor, 
835 W. Irving Blvd, until the date and time below and will open responses at the same location 
for the following items:

1. ITB #035M-16F Fire Department Bunker Clothing
REVISED Due Date: 11/13/15 @ 3:30 p.m.

2. ITB #051D-16F Logan / Astoria Alley 
Wastewater Improvements
Pre-Bid Mtg: 11/16/15 @ 3:30 p.m. 
Due Date: 11/20/15 @ 10:00 a.m. 

3. ITB #055D-16F Redi-Mix Concrete
Due Date: 11/20/15 @ 3:30 p.m. 

Responses must be received in a sealed envelope with solicitation number and due date on 
the envelope. Late responses cannot be accepted. 
Information may be found at www.cityofirving.org 
click Departments/ Purchasing Phone: 972.721.2631

Place your 
obituaries 

in the 
Rambler

Call: 
972-870-1992
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their information on a 
monthly basis to insure that the Irving Rambler will have accurate 
information. Listings are limited to the Organization’s name, 
meeting location and time. If an organization wishes to have more 
information than the free listing offers, we will continue to offer 
other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2015 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2015 King Features Synd., Inc.

All Nations Gideons 
International Club of DFW 

10 A.M. Saturday mornings 
2011 W. Irving Blvd. Irving, TX

Call 972-704-6572
American Legion Post #218

Heritage Park Building
215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Buttons & Bows Square 

& Round Dance Club 
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 

Senter Park East 
228 Chamberlain

Circle I - Square 
& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

God’s Helping Hands Club
2011 W. Irving Blvd. 

972-704-6572 or 
214-732-9263

Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Hebrew Torah Scrolls Frame 
Sheets Club

2011 W. Irving Blvd. IRving TX 75061
972-704-6572

Saturdays at 10 AM 
Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month 
7:30 to 9 PM

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
 Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Second Tuesday each month @ 7:30 P.M.

132 E. Second St. Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Los Lupes
In the Irving Mall 

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christain Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Berean Memorial Church

1000 E. 6th Street
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS
* It was beloved British crime novelist Ag-

atha Christie who made the following sage 
observation: “It is a curious thought, but it 
is only when you see people looking ridic-
ulous that you realize just how much you 
love them.”

* If you’ve ever yelled out a warning in 
panic -- “Stop!,” “Run!,” “Don’t!” -- you’ve used 
a monepic sentence, one that is complete 
with just a single word. Of course, at the time 
you probably weren’t concerned about the 
grammatical nature of your utterance. 

* When in New Jersey, you’d best mind 

your manners at the table. In that state, it’s illegal to slurp your 
soup. 

* If you’re a sky-watcher, you may already know that the cen-
ter star of the constellation Orion’s sword isn’t actually a star; it’s 
a nebula -- the only one visible from Earth with the naked eye. In 
fact, the Orion Nebula is so large that if the distance between the 
Earth and the sun were 1 inch, the relative size of the nebula would 
be 12 miles. 

* If you were to create a rope out of one full head of human hair, 
that rope would be able to support 12 tons. 

* It’s a well-worn trope that men refuse to stop and ask for di-
rections when they’re lost. That point of view might seem to be 
supported by the results of a survey conducted by the American 
Automobile Association, which found that 34 percent of male 
drivers admit to stopping to ask for directions. However, the same 
survey found that only 37 percent of women did the same. 

* By the time he was 5 years old, 19th-century French composer 
Camille Saint-Saens was already composing waltzes.

1. TELEVISION: In what 1990s television series did the character 
of The Log Lady appear?

2. ANATOMY: What organ in the human body produces bile?
3. SCIENCE: What is the science of classifying things called?
4. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who was the first U.S. president to lose a 

re-election bid?
5. HISTORY: Who was the first African-American to be elected 

to Congress from Georgia since Reconstruction and later 
appointed ambassador to the United Nations?

6. GEOGRAPHY: What country’s capital is Addis Ababa?
7. MATH: In geometry, what is a perfectly round ball called?
8. AD SLOGANS: What product was claimed in advertisements 

to be “good to the last drop”?
9. MOVIES: Who was the oldest performer to receive an Oscar 

for Best Actor?
Answers
1. “Twin Peaks”
2. Liver
3. Taxonomy
4. John Adams

5. Andrew Young
6. Ethiopia
7. A sphere
8. Maxwell House coffee
9. Henry Fonda
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UNITY CHURCH
Unity of Irving

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class

11:00 AM Service
& Children’s Church

Reverend Frank Pounders
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-5083

unitychurchofirving.com

Heart of Worship Baptist
2201 W. Shady Grove Rd

howbc.org
Worship 9 am
S. S. 10:30 am

Pastor Mike Blalock
214-864-0635

BAPTIST

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third,  75060

972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Chapel
Second and fourth Sundays

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

First Church of Christ, Scientist
2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 75061

972-253-7202
www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-0476

access code 884879
For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

LUTHERAN
Good Shepherd

Lutheran Church
2620 West Grauwyler Rd.

Irving, TX 75061
972-790-2121

www.gslcirving.com
Sunday Worship Service 9:00 am

Thanksgiving Eve November 25th 7:00 pm
Pastor Bradley T. Carroll

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Belt Line Road

Church of Christ
1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061

1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century
Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Wednesday Worship 7:30 p.m.

972-790-8606 
www.BeltLineChurch.com

Rev. Sara Hardaway, 

WORSHIP
WORSHIP ADS

To list your house of worship in the 
Rambler, please contact 

Laurie at  972-870-1992 or Laurier@
ramblernewspapers.net

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
Annual Thanksgiving

Community Dinner
November 21, 2015, 
11:00am - 2:00pm 

Bring your family, neighbor 
or friend!

Full Course Turkey Dinner
2620 W. Grauwyler Rd.,

Irving, Tx 75061
(Next door to Bank America)

WE CAN REBUILD IT.

• Experienced estimators
• Fast & accurate quotes
• Competitive rates

Accidents happen. At BW Collision Repair, 
we’ll have your car back on the road quickly with 
our fast turnarounds and economical rates. 

208 Mavis Rd. | Irving, TX
972-438-6766 | www.bwcollision.com

“Serving the Irving 
community for over 
20 years.”

Elvis Christmas Show
December 11

7 pm - 10 pm
$38 for dinner and a show!

Chamber
Continued from Page 1

headquarters for six Fortune 500 
businesses, and is ranked in the top 
three cities in America for technolo-
gy startups per capita. Irving is also 
called the best place to start a career, 
according to WalletHub.

This year, the chamber earned 20 
national and international econom-
ic development wins, which brought 
3,417 jobs, $105.2 million in capital 
investments and 1.9 million square 
feet of commercial space to the city. 
It also secured economic develop-
ment investments from 109 private 
entities and received the 5-Star Re-
accreditation from the United States 
Chamber of Commerce.

John Gonzales, director of the 
Southwest & South Central Region 
of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
presented the Irving Chamber with 
its 5-Star Reaccreditation Award. 
The Irving Chamber is the first in 
Texas to earn this award and only 95 
out of 7,000-plus chambers nation-
wide have met this milestone.

“It’s a distinct honor and privilege 
for me to be here to present,” Gon-
zales said. “The Irving Chamber is 
one of the elite chambers.”

Outgoing chamber chairman 
Gary Huddleston highlighted the 
successes of his tenure. He called his 
chairmanship “one of the most grat-
ifying experiences of [his] career.”

His five high points included: 
Hiring Beth Bowman as president 

and CEO;
Renewal of the Irving economic 

development contract;
Economic development wins;

Continual development of major 
infrastructure projects such as the 
DART Orange Line and the Irving 
Convention Center; and

The 5-Star Reaccreditation.
Michael McCall is taking over for 

Huddleston. Goals going forward 
include strengthening the Irving 
economy and community; deliver-
ing to investors; and organizational 
stability.

Cascos, calling himself “Texas 
ambassador to the world,” said an-
other goal of Texas’ economic devel-
opment should include the state’s 
neighbor to the south.

“There’s an unknowing realism as 
to how much trade we do with Mex-
ico,” Cascos said. “We’ve been able 
to nourish that and rebuild that re-
lationship.”

He said one-third of all Texas 
trade is with Mexico and that trans-
lates into about 500,000 jobs in 
Texas.

By Matt Mungle 
Synopsis: A cryptic message from 

Bond’s past sends him on a trail to 
uncover a sinister organization. 
While M battles political forces to 
keep the secret service alive, Bond 
peels back the layers of deceit to re-
veal the terrible truth behind Spectre. 
Review: Bond films (yes, Bond is 
an actual adjective) had a huge re-
surgence when Daniel Craig put on 
the white suite, signed his License to 
Kill card, and went to work thwart-
ing maniacal syndicates. Much of 
what I would say about Craig and 
his positive addition to the role I ex-
pressed in my Skyfall review. With 
Spectre we get more than just a good 
Bond we get a wonderful addition to 
the franchise.

The 007 program has been reel-
ing since the events of Skyfall and 
James (Daniel Craig) especial-
ly seems to be as rouge as ever. M 
(Ralph Fiennes) tries his best to 
keep him under thumb but with lit-
tle success. Making things worse is 
C, the new “boss” (Andrew Scott), 
intent on dissolving the 007 pro-
gram in light of a new super mon-
itoring system that is able to keep 
an eye on everyone and everything. 
As always Bond has to fly under the 
radar, catch the bad guys, save the 
program, get the girl; all while keep-
ing his suit wrinkle free. 

Many people, film critics especial-
ly, like to hate on the Bond films. It 
is as if they go into them expecting 
something different or outside the 
normal 007 world. By now we know 
that, few exceptions aside, these 
films follow a very strict format and 
seldom stray from the template. You 
could take this installment and plug 
in characters or story arcs from the 
70’s or 80’s and never miss a beat. 
But it works and in most cases bet-
ter than ever. The main ingredi-
ent being the man in the suit. If he is 
a powerhouse, then the film works. 
Fans have a small list of items to 
check off, and in Spectre, they get 
them and more.

If Bond is the main ingredient the 
spices come in three packets; the vil-
lain, the girl, and the gadgets. These 
are important staples and have been 
iconic elements in every Bond film. 
In Casino Royal and the Craig films 
that followed we didn’t get a strong 
dose of the gadgets. Even though 
Q (Ben Whishaw) gets some ample 
screen time in this one, and there are 

a few toys to geek out on, I could have 
used much more. Granted Craig is 
the sort of Bond that isn’t afraid to 
get his hands dirty and doesn’t need 
all the bells and whistles that past 
007’s did. 

The villains in this one are fan-
tastic though. Christoph Waltz 
joins the cast as a creepy little nui-
sance hell bent on revenge. Why 
he has such a hatred toward James 
Bond unfolds throughout the story. 
The “whys” get a tad muddy and 
may have you questioning a few plot 
holes. Waltz is a strong enough ac-
tor though that what he does with 
the character elevates it out of the 
murky waters of bad writing. Hinx 
(Dave Bautista) is the henchman 
that makes it all worthwhile though. 
He is a classic throwback to the bad 
guys of yesteryear, think Oddjob 
from Goldfinger. Like a human tank 
with ears. He grunts and smashes 
his way through each scene. He is 
a worthy foe, and one that might be 
able to outmatch James. Hinx is fun 
to watch and every implausible sce-
nario takes on a new life.

Now to the Bond girl. (See, 
again an adjective). Many peo-
ple have been excited that this one 
has the older more mature Bond 
girl with Monica Bellucci as Lucia. 
That may be the case but under-
stand that she is not in the movie 
enough to even be listed as a BG. 
With less than 5 minutes of screen 
time, I would feel amiss to try and 
convince you otherwise. Madeleine 
Swann (Léa Seydoux) is the girl to 
watch in this one, and the one that 
James has to protect and love which 
is fine. Seydoux is great and fits the 
bill perfectly. Just be aware that if 
you thought this one was going to be 
a tad less misogynistic, think again. 

It looks very “Bond” as well. 
Rome, Austria, and London are 
fantastic backdrops for the adven-
ture elements. Like most Bond films 
the locations are another character. 
Spectre is rated PG-13 for intense 
sequences of action and violence, 
some disturbing images, sensuality 
and language. It is action packed 
and full of wall to wall exhilaration. 
148 minutes is a long time. This ac-
tually moves nicely and you will not 
feel every tick of the clock. 

I give it 4 out of 5 red arrows. I am 
a fan of Craig, and he has given me 
reason to like the franchise again.

Love him or hate him: 
Bond is back

MOVIE REVIEWS

Freelancers Needed
Rambler Newspapers is currently 

seeking inquisitive individuals 
with experience in:

Editing - Writing - 
Photography

To apply send resume, clips and 
image samples to: 

staceys@ramblernewspapers.net
For more information

call 972-870-1992
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Irving Cares received its fourth 
consecutive Top-Rated Award from 
Great Nonprofits. Great Nonprofits 
is the leading platform for commu-
nity-sourced stories and reviews 
about nonprofits.

The stories and reviews are sub-
mitted by people who know Irving 
Cares best, clients, donors, and 
volunteers; those who have experi-
enced the impact of our work in the 
community

Irving Cares receives Top-Rated 
Award from Great Nonprofits

“I have worked about one and 
a half years as a volunteer who 
greets clients at the door and pre-
pares their files before they meet 
the hard-working Case Managers,” 
Volunteer S.G. said. “This organi-
zation does so much with few staff 
members. The staff ministers to 
a large number of Irving clients, 
trains 100+ volunteers like me, 
helps people find jobs, provides rent 
and utility assistance, organizes and 

maintains a great food pantry, and 
works with other organizations like 
the city, schools, churches and other 
social services. Each staff member 
is serious, caring and professional. 
They have welcomed me into their 
family of hope and service to others. 
If I could give Irving Cares 10 stars, 
I would.” 

Read all 54 reviews at http://
g re a t n o n p ro f i t s .o rg /o rg / i r -
ving-cares.

SOURCE Irving Cares

North Lake College has been 
named an Achieving the Dream’s 
2015 Leader College, a national 
designation awarded to community 
colleges that commit to improving 
student success and closing achieve-
ment gaps. Only 19 colleges earned 
this honor in 2015.

“We are so pleased to have been 
honored as an Achieving the Dream 

North Lake College named “Achieving 
the Dream” leader college

Leader College,” said Dr. Christa 
Slejko, North Lake College Presi-
dent. “This distinction signals that 
North Lake has been recognized 
nationally as a college that directs 
attention, support and resources to 
helping more students be success-
ful.

“Becoming a Leader College is 
very powerful and affirms the ex-

ceptional work and commitment of 
faculty and staff to their students’ 
success,” Achieving the Dream 
Vice President for Community 
College Relations Cindy Lenhart 
said. “[North Lake College is] using 
evidence to make informed deci-
sions that lead to significant institu-
tional change.”

North Lake College joined Achiev-
ing the Dream in 2010, committing 
to student success and institutional 
improvement. With support from 
the Meadows Foundation, NLC has 
implemented strategies to improve 
student success, close achievement 
gaps and increase retention, per-
sistence, and completion rates.

The 2015 Leader Colleges are 
making strides in the nation-
al movement to increase student 
completion and close achievement 
gaps, demonstrating the power of 
the Achieving the Dream Approach. 
With the guidance of Achieving the 
Dream Coaches, colleges not only 
systemically change the way they 
operate, but also implement key stu-
dent supports that align with their 
overall policies and institutional 
systems, such as college readiness 
programs, mandatory new student 
orientation, student-success cours-
es, developmental course redesign, 
curriculum redesign, and intensive, 
individualized advising.

Achieving the Dream grants Lead-
er College designation for three-year 
cycles. After three years, institutions 
must undergo a recertification pro-
cess to maintain Leader College sta-
tus. 

For the rest of the 2015 Achieving 
the Dream Leader Colleges and for 
more information on the Achieving 
the Dream program, visit http://
achievingthedream.org.

SOURCE  Dallas County Community Col-
lege District 

AUSTIN – Texas marks a grim 
milestone this weekend as at least 
one fatality has occurred each and 
every day on state roadways since 
Nov. 7, 2000. That’s 5,478 consec-
utive days with at least one fatality. 

In an effort to end this deadly 
15-year streak, the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation, through 
its #EndTheStreakTX campaign, 
reminds drivers to stay alert, obey 
traffic laws and take personal re-

TxDOT urges drivers to ‘end the streak’ of daily fatalities
sponsibility behind the wheel. 
“More than 50,000 people have 
been killed on Texas roadways over 
the past 15 years and that number is 
a sobering reminder that we must 
do everything in our power to stay 
focused and safe while driving,” Tx-
DOT Executive Director LtGen Joe 
Weber, USMC (Ret) said. “These 
crashes have killed spouses, chil-
dren, friends and neighbors, and 
shattered the lives of those they left 

behind. We can stop this staggering 
streak if all drivers make it a priority 
to be safe, focused and responsible.” 
Throughout November, TxDOT’s 
social media pages will share facts 
and information about the last 15 
years of roadway fatalities and in-
vite Texans to publicly show their 
commitment to ending the streak 
of deadly days by sharing these 
posts with the hashtag #EndTheS-
treakTX. TxDOT also will invite 

the public to share personal sto-
ries of loved ones lost in car crash-
es on its social media pages using 
photo and video testimonials with 
the hashtag #EndTheStreakTX. 
Since Nov. 7, 2000, fatalities re-
sulting from motor vehicle crashes 
on Texas roadways have numbered 
51,832. A leading cause of fatalities 
continues to be alcohol, with dis-
tracted driving and a lack of seat belt 
use also being major causes.

To decrease the chances of road-
way crashes and fatalities, TxDOT 

reminds drivers to:
Buckle seatbelt – all passengers 

need to be buckled
Never drink and drive – drunk 

driving kills; get a sober ride home
Pay attention – put phone away 

and avoid distractions
Drive the speed limit – always 

follow speed limits and drive slower 
speeds when weather or conditions 
warrant.

SOURCE Texas Department of Transpor-
tation


