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La Buena Vida ambassador Fredy Gonzalez cuts the ceremonial ribbon officially openeing the La Buena Vida House, Irving’s first 
homeless shelter for teens.  / Photo by Adam Stephens

La Buena Vida House opens for homeless youth

Canines serving 
as big-hearted 
companions

Long-awaited Water Street 
breaks ground in Las Colinas 

Irving police 
solve problems 
with block party
By Sarah Bays

Vendors with snacks and artis-
anal jewelry, a popcorn stand, a can-
dy table and first responders were 
part of a celebration and relation-
ship-building event for residents in 
the apartments just south of W. Air-
port Freeway in Irving.

The Irving Police Department 
Problem Solving Unit hosted a block 
party on Nov. 7, hoping to get to 
know residents who live on Estra-
da Parkway. They met with parents 
and children at the intersection of 
Estrada and Willow Creek for some 
good old-fashioned fun.

“It helps bring a sense of commu-
nity to the area, builds that trust be-
tween the community and the police 
department, the residents and the 

By Sarah Bays
Eighteen-month old Earle sat on 

Jennifer Murphy’s lap like a toddler. 
He’s a very light coated Labrador 
retriever, almost white. His pink 
belly and chocolate-brown nose face 
outward, four legs splayed like the 
letter “X.” Earle will go home with 
someone other than Murphy, which 
seems like it could be quite an emo-
tional event for both lady and Lab. 

Earle was one of about a dozen 
Labs at a graduation ceremony last 
weekend for the first pups of the 
Texas branch of Canine Compan-
ions for Independence. John Hopin 
brought Jasper, another yellow Lab 
to the Irving location, a building be-
hind the Baylor Scott & White Hos-
pital (BSWH) location off 635. 

There was Mabel, Nim, Pablo and 
lots of other sniffing, energetic, but 
well-behaved friends. The dogs are 
raised by volunteers who care for 
the pups like their own, socializing 
them and taking them to regular 
training sessions. After about 18 
months, the puppies go through six 
more months of training. At that 

By Courtney Ouellette
This ground breaking has been a 

long time coming for those involved 
in the Water Street development 
project. After purchasing the 14-acre 
piece of land on O’Connor Road and 
Las Colinas Boulevard in 2005, Ga-
bles Residential celebrated the start 
of construction on Wednesday, Nov. 
11. 

“Upon completion, Gables Water 
Street will feature 316 residences 
and 60,000 square feet of retail, as 
well as an APT station and a quad-
rangle for people to enjoy, as well as 
a promenade along the lake,” said 
Katy Slade, Gables Residential de-
velopment director. “Water Street is 
a multifaceted project. It is a transit 
oriented, mixed use waterfront de-
velopment with public financing, 
and it’s across from the iconic Wil-
liams Square office towers. Numer-
ous firms have worked tirelessly 
behind the scenes to transform this 

By Adam Stephens
The La Buena Vida Youth Lead-

ership Foundation hosted a ribbon 
cutting ceremony on Tuesday, Nov. 
10, celebrating the opening of Ir-
ving’s new solution for homeless 
teenagers: La Buena Vida House. 
Here, homeless teenage boys cur-
rently attending high school will 
find a place to live while preparing 
to work in the future and will even-
tually be able to support themselves 
upon graduation. La Buena Vida 
House is Irving’s first homeless 
shelter for teens. 

The city of Irving worked with La 

Buena Vida as well as the Advocates 
for Homeless Teens (AHT) and Bear 
Creek Community development. 
Many local volunteers and business-
es contributed to the house’s devel-
opment by donating furniture and 
other items. The project is described 
as being part of the solution to Ir-
ving’s homeless problem.

“Many kids in our schools may 
not have the opportunities that oth-
ers have,” La Buena Vida Executive 
Director Joy Goodrum said. “A lot of 
them feel like they don’t have much 
of a future. I want our kids in Irving 

point, they go to live with a person 
in need of help or care including 
wounded veterans.

“These animals are special and 
they can show us, I believe, the very 
heart of God,” said Chaplain Da-
vid Lowe, of Baylor, Scott & White 
Health.

On Nov. 7, Canine Companions 
for Independence (CCI), in collab-
oration with BSWH, opened the 
Kinkeade Campus -- the first assis-
tance dog training center in America 
connected to a health care system. 
This campus, the first CCI location 
in Texas, will provide assistance 
dogs and ongoing support to people 
with physical, emotional and devel-
opmental disabilities who qualify 
through an application process.

It will serve those whose indepen-
dence and quality of life could bene-
fit from one of these highly trained 
dogs. The Kinkeade campus will 
eventually be able to graduate up to 
60 dog-recipient teams per year.

Brian Boone brought his buddy 
Brindle to the event, where he and 
two fellow veterans were honored 
as part of the CCI veterans program. 

project into a designed and financed 
reality.

“The retail will primarily consist 
of high quality restaurants that meet 
a major local need. While there is a 
daytime population of over 200,000 
people, here in this area, currently 
only 150,000 square feet of retail 
support it. It’s far underserved and 
far short of what this community 
desires.

“A group of visionary retailers that 
are best in class, regional restaura-
teurs that have chosen to invest and 
grow their businesses here in Irving: 
Olivella’s Pizzeria, Twisted Root 
Burger Company, Main Street Bis-
tro and Bakery, Londoner Pub and 

Planet Sub,” Slade said. 
To offer some perspective on the 

scope and tumultuous journey of 
the project, Executive Vice Presi-
dent and Chief Investment Officer, 
Benjamin Pisklak addressed guests 
at the groundbreaking ceremony. 

“A little perspective on how we 
look at these things, it’s actually 
simple,” Pisklak said. “We are in 
the development management and 
ownership business. It’s about loca-
tion, location, location. This site has 
everything we’re looking for. It’s got 
vibrant retail, vibrant employment 
and vibrant residential. Ten years 

police department,” said Sgt. Jason 
Dix, who serves on the IPDPSU. “It 
allows them to see us on a more pos-
itive note and not getting a ticket or 
going to jail. It allows them to min-
gle with us and get to know us.”

An armored vehicle, police car 
and fire truck were on the scene for 
residents to look at some of the in-
ner-workings of the police depart-
ment tasked with protecting their 
safety and interests.

“A lot of times you don’t call the 
police just to have coffee or talk or 
anything like that,” Dix said. “Usu-
ally, when people call the police 
they’re going through a pretty trau-
matic time; a pretty negative time in 
their lives, so this gives the residents 
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to become successful adults and 
hopefully this will help them be suc-
cessful.”

La Buena Vida 
House is specifically 
for homeless boys at-
tending high school 
between the ages of 
17 and 21; the house 
currently has four 
main bedrooms to ac-
commodate two boys 
each (with a spare 
bedroom in case of 
overflow). While liv-
ing in the house, boys 
are expected to attend 
school, work part 
time jobs, and start a 
savings account. Motivational talks 
and house projects will be part of life 
at La Buena Vida House as well. The 
goal is to help the boys living at the 
house develop the life skills neces-
sary to eventually live on their own. 
There are plans to create a similar 
house for girls in the same situation. 

This project was made possible 
due to the cooperation between La 
Buena Vida House and AHT. AHT 
was founded by a group of women 
who discovered the growing popu-
lation of homeless teens in Irving. 
The women took the issue to for-
mer Mayor Herbert Gears, who 
told them to “go out and figure out 
the problem, then come back and 
we can talk about a solution.” The 
group took the discussion to heart 
and began researching the root of 
the problem. Their research even-
tually led to a partnership with the 
La Buena Vida Foundation. The two 

groups went back to the mayor and 
developed a plan that would provide 
a place to put homeless teens while 

helping them succeed.
“We defined success as ‘graduat-

ing from high school,’ and to do that, 
it takes food and shelter, safety, and 
love,” Dr. Lori A. Davis of AHT said. 
“This house will change kids’ lives 
and make our society better. Help-
ing someone graduate and making 
sure they succeed later in life is more 
important than paying for their in-
carceration and welfare.” 

The La Buena Vida Foundation 
was created in 2010 by Chris Allen 
and other members of the Las Co-
linas Country Club. The programs 
originally offered by the foundation 
included leadership training and 
financial literacy programs. Along 
with AHT, the group has been ac-
tively helping teens identified as un-
accompanied youth (living without 
their parents) and providing coun-
seling in order to ensure the teens 
receive the help they need.

“A lot of these kids come from a 
rough place,” Goodrum said. “If 
they don’t qualify to live in La Buena 

Vida House, we find other 
ways to help them. We find 
volunteers for them to live 
with, we give them any help 
they need.” 

The ribbon cutting cer-
emony was attended by 
many representatives from 
the city of Irving and oth-
er entities that supported 
the project, including State 
Representative Rodney An-
derson, Irving City Manager 
Chris Hillman, and Dallas 
County Commissioner Dr. 
Elba Garcia. Pastor Dennis 

Webb spoke as Mayor Pro Tem. The 
ribbon was cut by La Buena Vida 
Youth Leadership Foundation Am-
bassador Fredy Gonzalez. 
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Unite for troops
November 14, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
This Veteran’s Day celebration benefits 
troops deployed in Afghanistan, Africa, Ku-
waiti, Alaska & DFW Airport USO. Porter’s 
Army Navy, 600 E. Irving Blvd. Irving, TX 
75060, will host the event, which features live 
stage music, BBQ cookout, Bounce house, 
petting zoo, kid’s costume contest. Please 
bring needed items for direct shipment to 
our troops. Due to the flooding in May, a 
large donor is not able to contribute this year. 
Funds are needed to help with the costs of 
shipping the packages. Go to Unitefortoops.
com for more information.
Interaction With Law Enforcement
November 14, 10:00 a.m.
 
“Interaction With Law Enforce-
ment.”
November 14, 10 a.m.
The Irving-Carrollton Branch NAACP & Irving 
Police Dept. would like to invite you to join us 
at Antioch Christian Church, 2043 W. Walnut 
Hill Ln., Irving, TX. 75038. Please join in this 
powerful discussion on “Interaction With 
Law Enforcement.” Irving-Carrollton Branch 
award winning Sergeant Richard Miller will 
utilize the N.O.B.L.E. “Law Enforcement 
and You” curriculum. This event is FREE. 
For questions, or more information, please 
email tgrimes@irvingnaacp.org, or call 
972.259.3909.

Disney in Concert
November 14, 8 p.m.
Irving Symphony Orchestra presents a mag-
ical journey into storytelling and music with a 
very special program, authorized by Disney 
Concerts, featuring selections from some of 
Disney’s best loved tales from Cinderella 
and Beauty and the Beast to new favorites 
like Frozen and everything in between at 
Carpenter Hall tickets $35-$70.
Blood donations
November 14, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
November 15, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
The American Red Cross encourages eligi-
ble donors to give blood before the holiday 
season is in full swing. 
11/14/2015: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., Porters Army/
Navy and Pawn, 600 East Irving Blvd.
11/15/2015: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m., Irving Conven-
tion Center, 500 West Las Colinas Blvd.
Donors with all blood types are needed, and 
especially those with types O negative, B 
negative, A negative and AB blood. To make 
an appointment to donate blood, download 
the free Red Cross Blood Donor App from 
app stores, visit redcrossblood.org or call 
1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767). 
Donors can now use the Blood Donor App to 
access their donor card and view vital signs 
from previous donations. 

Presidio Brass
November 16, 7:30 p.m.
The Entertainment Series of Irving will 
present Presidio Brass. The evening will 
also include a silent auction held prior to the 
concert at Carpenter Hall, Irving Arts Center, 
3333 N. MacArthur, Irving 75062.
The five members of this band have per-

formed with major symphony orchestras, 
and shared the stage with such artists as 
Stevie Wonder, Natalie Cole, Quincy Jones 
and many more. Through their touring show 
of Hollywood’s greatest hits, “Sounds of the 
Cinema”, these five young men present film 
music with a good dose of wit and humor that 
together have become hallmarks of every 
Presidio Brass performance. Audiences 
and music critics agree that “Sounds of the 
Cinema” is a “two thumbs up” concert that 
is not to be missed.

Imago Theatre’s ZooZoo
November 17-18, 7 p.m. & 10 a.m.
The internationally acclaimed Imago Theatre, 
renowned for its special brand of vaudeville, 
comedy, Cirque Du Soleil-evoking acrobatics 
and illusions, presents ZooZoo at Irving Arts 
Center, one night only Nov. 17, with a school 
matinee the morning of Nov. 18. Perfect 
for family audiences, critics call ZooZoo 
“laugh-out loud funny” with a zoo full of fan-
tastic creatures. ZooZoo is penguins play-
ing musical chairs, a cat trapped in a giant 
paper bag, hippos with insomnia, anteaters 
as waiters, and a madcap revue of illusion, 
comedy and fun that has inspired audiences 
nationwide. Carpenter Hall, Price $6-$18 

Las Colinas Symphony
November 19, 8 p.m.
Kalin Ivanov performing Sowash Concerto 
for Cello and Orchestra in A Major with the 
Las Colinas Symphony.
The Symphony will explore masterpieces 
inspired by visions of riches. From Auber’s 
Overture to The Crown Diamonds to Lehar’s 
Gold and Silver Waltz, it promises to be a 
glittering array of musical treasures. Along 
the way, the symphony’s ninety-three spar-
kling musicians will bring you music from 
Shostakovich’s Age of Gold Suite, Wolf-Fer-
rari’s Jewels of the Madonna, Wagner’s The 
Rheingold, and many more symphonic gems. 
A native of Bulgaria, Kalin began studying 
cello at age of six with his father. Mr. Ivanov 
holds Master of Music degree from Brooklyn 
College Conservatory, where he studied cello 
with Marion Feldman. The symphony will be 
joined by guest conductor Maciej Zoltowski 
(b. 1971 in Warsaw) is well known for his 
devotion to music of the 20th and 21st centu-
ries. Being himself a composer, he developed 
strong links with the contemporary music 
scene as well as with the best soloists of our 
times. His thorough and diversified knowl-
edge allows him an unprecedented insight 
into the music he conducts. He belongs to 
the most versatile and visionary conductors 
of his generation.
Season tickets as low as $60! Single tick-
ets are priced at $16.50, $26.50, $36.50 
and $46.50. All are available by telephone 
(972.252.4800), fax (972.252.4877), or email 
(info@lascolinassymphony.org ). Group 
discounts are available; please call the Las 
Colinas Symphony Orchestra office for more 
information (972.252.4800).

Dance in the Aisles
November 19-20, 7 p.m.
North Lake College will present its Fall Dance 
Concert in the Performance Hall. The per-
formances will be free and open to all ages. 

Both concerts will feature performers from 
all of NLC’s fall dance courses, and include 
a solo performance, as well as a group per-
formance to “Dancing in the Street.”
The Fall Dance Concert showcases a vari-
ety of dance styles, to include ballet, jazz, 
hip-hop and tap. Music will be diverse, with 
selections from Sleeping Beauty to Uptown 
Funk and the show will close with a Motown 
medley. 

Coppell Holiday Food Drive
The City of Coppell is once again hosting a 
Holiday Food Drive. City buildings will have 
a drop box handy for generous donors who 
would like to help. City staff will deliver the 
goods to multiple north Texas food pantries. 
You can help! Now through Jan. 1, 2016, drop 
by any one of the following City facilities and 
leave your non-perishable item(s) in the box.
Town Center, 255 E. Parkway Blvd.
Coppell Development Center, 265 E. Park-
way Blvd.
The CORE, 234 E. Parkway Blvd.
The Coppell Library, 500 Southwestern Blvd. 
The City will not accept partially opened/used 
packages of any consumables. Visit http://
coppelltx.gov for a list of suggested goods.

Outfit Irving Students for Success
Programs in the Administrative Annex are 
collecting two different articles of clothing 
for students:
The Project Pass program is hosting a coat 
drive until Dec. 15 to collect jackets and coats 
for students. 
Help create a college-bound culture by do-
nating college t-shirts for Irving ISD students 
to wear on College Shirt Days! Your donation 
of college T-shirts will allow students to show 
their support for their favorite college/univer-
sity on the days designated by our schools. 
Donations can be dropped off at the Admin-
istration Annex (820 N. O’Connor) Monday 
through Friday. 

Coppell Offers Make A Child Smile 
Holiday Gift Program
The City of Coppell is once again sponsoring 
the special holiday program called Make A 
Child Smile. This annual program benefits 
children in Coppell by providing holiday gifts 
for Coppell families who need a little extra 
help during the season. 
Participants may stop by the City Manager’s 
Office through Dec. 8, to choose a paper 
ornament, then purchase a gift of clothing 
and/or a toy for the child and finally, return it 
to the City Manager’s Office in Town Center, 
wrapped, with the paper ornament attached 
on the outside of the gift. City staff will deliver 
the gifts prior to Christmas. The program goal 
is to provide at least one toy and one article 
of clothing for each child.
Shoppers may pick up an ornament in the 
City Manager’s Office on the second floor of 
Town Center, 255 Parkway Blvd., weekdays, 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (excluding holiday hours) or 
email Ashley Owens at aowens@coppelltx.
gov or Amy Swaim at aswaim@coppelltx.gov 
for ornament requests. All gifts are due to the 
City Manager’s Office by close of business 
on Tuesday, Dec. 8. For more information, 
call 972-304-7016 or email Ashley Owens at 
aowens@coppelltx.gov.

Canines
Continued from Page 1

BW Collision Repair, Inc.
208 Mavis l Irving TX

972-438-6766 l www.bwcollision.com

Brindle, a three-year-old yellow Lab, 
enjoyed time laying on the floor next 
to Gottlieb, a black Lab who came 
with his owner Steve Blackman, also 
a veteran.

Brindle helps Boone, who lost 
his leg in November 2011 while 
serving in the military in Afghani-
stan. The dog mainly retrieves and 
helps Boone with picking things up. 
Boone also suffers from severe low-
er back pain and his young son has 
special needs.

“It’s amazing what he can do,” 

Boone said in a video. “These dogs, 
they’re changing lives and that’s 
what he’s doing for our family. Just 
lifting our spirits and having him 
around is phenomenal. They bring 
out the best in you, which allows you 
to live life to the fullest.”

The Irving location is named for 
Judge Ed Kinkeade, who took his 
yellow Lab Bo to BSWH locations to 
help comfort patients.

“It was the best thing,” Kinkeade 
said. “He was so excited every time 
we would go.”

AUCTION
Internet Auction 

11-01-2015 to 11-23-2015
www.biddingforgood.com

Or search for:
IRVING ROTARY 

AUCTION
Funds will be used 

for charity 
projects both local 
and international

For details call:
972-409-9940

Kinkeade shared stories about 
Bo, who was once chased by a herd 
of horses near their home, and who 
once urinated in Kinkeade’s shoe 
when Bo wasn’t allowed to go near 
a female dog. But the Lab became 
cherished among those he visited on 
their sickbeds.

“No one would have let me into 
their heart the way they let Bo in,” 
he said. “I used to think I was a big 
shot [then] everywhere I went it 
was, ‘Hey, there’s Bo and that other 
guy.’”

The nine-acre campus has indoor 
and outdoor training areas, dormi-
tory rooms, kennels, a veterinary 
clinic and a grooming area. The 
center was designed by t. howard + 
associates architects of Dallas. Con-
struction began in November 2014.

Kinkeade spoke to the veterans 
and others in need of a canine com-
panion.

“Today is an ending. You will no 
longer be the one left out,” he said. 
“You’re going to be the guy with a 
cool dog.” 

That is what Gottlieb did for 
Blackman, a wounded veteran who 
did not want to leave his house for 
some time. When the black Lab 
came to Blackman’s house, that all 
changed.

“He was ready to go to the movie 
at 10 in the morning if that’s what 
you want,” Blackman said.

Captain Michael Caspers is an-
other wounded veteran who has re-
cently been placed with Vincent III, 
a yellow Lab. The dog will mostly 
help Caspers with things around the 
house.

“I already think he’s going to be 
great at it,” Caspers said.

 Earle, an 18-month-old yellow Labrador retriever, sits on Jennifer Murphy’s lap at 
his graduation ceremony Nov. 7 in Irving. The dog was one of several who completed 
training through Canine Companions for Independence. / Photo by Sarah Bays 

By Matthew Pedersen
A congregation is only as strong 

as the loving families that com-
prise it, something which the min-
istry at Oak View Baptist Church 
clearly understands. Families and 
friends came together Sunday, Nov. 
8 following the church’s morning 
services to begin construction of a 
brand new children’s center with a 
ground breaking ceremony. 

The new center will be named 
the Darrel Story and Donald Ward 
Children’s Center to honor two late 
members of Oak View’s congrega-
tion who developed a lasting legacy 
through helping and providing for 
the church’s younger generations.

Jim Gerlach, the pastor at Oak 
View Baptist Church, led the con-
gregation as the primary speaker, 
welcoming everyone in attendance 

“We’ve got amazing things in store 
[in the future],” Gerlach said before 
introducing the Oak View Children’s 
Choir. The choir, made up of mem-
bers of the church from grades 1- 5, 
entertained the congregation while 
also highlighting the purpose of the 
new children’s center and the Oak 
View Children’s Ministry as a whole. 

Caitlyn Carrise is a former mem-
ber of the Children’s Ministry who 
currently participates in the Youth 
Ministry. 

“I’ve been with Oak View since I 
was four years old,” Carrise said. 
“Oak View Children’s Ministry has 
been very helpful throughout my 
life. I remember one summer at va-
cation bible school the teacher asked 
everyone who had been baptized to 
stand up. I remember wanting so 
badly to stand up. Then he said ‘If 
you want to ask God into your heart 
then stand up now,’ then I stood up. 
After that I stayed and prayed and 
welcomed Jesus into my heart. A 
couple of years later I was baptized, 
and after that I remember every-
one, even people who I didn’t know, 
would come up to me and congrat-
ulate me. Even though now I’m in 
Youth [Ministry] I still feel like that’s 
part of me.”

Following the formal speeches, 
key members of the ministry were 
invited to the stage to commence the 
actual ground breaking using four 
ceremonial golden shovels, parting 
the earth and signaling the begin-
ning of an exciting new chapter in 

Oak View Baptist 
Church breaks ground 
on children’s center

Oak View’s history. 
Jim Gerlach took time after the 

ceremony to speak about his hopes 
for the new center and why the 
church decided to name it in honor 
of Darrel Story and Donald Ward. 

“This is something that’s been in 
the works for several years, and now 
we’re seeing it come to reality,” Ger-
lach said. “It’s been great seeing the 
number of people to get behind it. 
The final project is going to make a 
big difference for years to come. 

“The Children’s Building is named 
after two of the heroes of our church 
who worked with kids for many, 
many years. Darrel Story and Don-
ald Ward, they both passed away 
in 2012, but they spent literally de-
cades helping the children. Donald 
was in charge of our Bus Ministry, so 
he went out into the neighborhoods 
and he brought kids back on Sun-
day mornings. He would go knock 
on doors during the week and help 
families and just be a great blessing 
to them. 

“Then Darrel drove the bus for 
him, they were a team, and Darrel 
was just so good about being in the 
community and helping anybody 
who needed help, and he especially 
loved kids. So we felt we just had to 
name it after them because of the 
tremendous model they set for the 
rest of the church about loving kids 
and being a blessing to them. We 
want [the children] to know that 
somebody cares about them and 
there’s a place they can come to be 
taught about God, and at the same 
time, there’s a place where they can 
be loved and encouraged. 

“We feel like we have a team of 
people who are going to use this 
facility in amazing ways in the days 
ahead. The Children’s Building will 
be about 4,300 square feet when 
it’s done, and we just feel like that’s 
a great investment in the future of 
kids and families. We believe fami-
lies are looking for a place they can 
take their kids that’ll be a positive 
and impactful experience for them. 
That’s what we hope to do and help 
make a difference in the community 
as we honor our Lord.”

The current construction sched-
ule for the Children’s Center states 
that the building should be finished 
in about seven months. 
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Memorial Gardens. 
 Annie

VAleriA DAVis
LONE OAK – Services for Annie 

Valeria Davis, 94, 
of Irving, were 
held at 1:00 p.m. 
Friday, November 
13, 2015, at Bart-
ley’s Lone Oak Fu-
neral Home chap-
el. Burial followed 
in Memory Land 

Memorial Park, Greenville.
Mrs. Davis passed away Tuesday, 
November 10, 2015, in an Irving 
hospital. She was born September 
3, 1921, in Hopkins County, to the 
late John Lester and Lillie Bell Byrd 
Hunt. She was a member of Plym-
outh Park Baptist Church in Irving. 
Survivors include son, Joe Harve 
Davis, Irving; and sister, Oleta Price, 
Irving.

JAnie 
Deleon MArtinez

Janie DeLeon Martinez, a 34 year 
Grand Prairie 
resident former-
ly of Lubbock, 
died in Arling-
ton, Texas on 
November  7 , 
2015 at the age 
of 56.  She was 
born in  Lub-

bock, Texas on March, 27, 1959 
to John and Martha (Carrizales) 
DeLeon and devoted her life to lov-
ing, caring and nurturing her family. 
Janie will forever be remembered as 
a loving wife, devoted mother and 
grandmother and dear sister. Being 
with family is what she enjoyed the 
most. Janie is preceded in death 
by her beloved husband Franky 
Martinez and her mother. Left to 
cherish her memory are daughter 
Jennifer Rodriguez of Arlington; son 
Jonathan Martinez of Grand Prairie; 
daughters Stephanie Martinez of 
Bedford and Amanda Martinez of 
Grand Prairie; son Nicholas Marti-
nez also of Grand Prairie; her father 
John DeLeon of Lubbock; sisters 
Mary Castellano, Rosa DeLeon, 
both of Lubbock and Celia Rincon of 
Balch Springs; brothers Mickey and 
Albert DeLeon of Lubbock along 
with eight precious grandchildren. A 
funeral service was held on Friday, 
November 13, 2015 at Brown’s 
Memorial Funeral Home Chapel and 
interment followed at Grand Prairie 

See TOWER, Page 5

Lunies
Hi my name is LUNIES My name may mean silly, or 
crazy, BUT I am far from it. I am a small, 2 year old 
spayed female with adorable black/white fur. I was 
rescued from another shelter and brought here to find 
my forever home. I am very quiet, but if you whisper 
sweet nothings to me I will love on your hand. I know 
we can become forever friends, if you will give me the 
chance. PLEASE come see me. 

Bella
Hi. My name is Bella. I’m about a 1 year old. I was brought in 
because my ‘people parents’ separated, and I had no place to 
live. They say that I’m a Terrier/Labrador mix. I do have the 
happy-go-lucky active personality, and a love of water like a lab. 
I know some commands. I love toys. I’m housebroken. I’m good 
with kids and other pets. I love meeting new people, and cannot 
wait to have a new family of my own. Maybe a family that likes 
to play in the water. So come on down, and let’s meet.

Put a Paw print in your heart
and a best friend in your home

OPEN
   Tuesday - Friday
         11am - 6 pm
   Saturday
         10 am - 5 pm 

LOCATION
   4140 Valley View Ln.
   Irving, TX 75038
   972-721-7788
   www.DFWHumane.com

Rambler

Subscribe 
to the  

972-870-1992 ADOPT a new family member today! DONATE if you can not adopt!

OBITUARIES

Water Street
Continued from Page 1

Arrangements by
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home

 972-254-4242

Tommy Charles Spillar
Jun. 14, 1931 - Nov. 9, 2015

Arrangements by
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home 

972-579-1313 

Amber Suzanne Ostermayer
Dec. 16, 1963 - Oct. 20, 2015

Elizabeth A. Grady
Apr. 5, 1928 - Nov. 6, 2015

Raymond “Ray” Atkinson
Nov. 3, 1928 - Nov. 11, 2015

DEATH NOTICES

Place your obituaries in the

Call: 972-870-1992
Rambler

ago we were attracted to it, and it’s 
actually gotten better. So we feel 
fantastic about the location. 

“To answer the question, ‘what 
the hell took you so long,’” Pisklak 
said, “we bought the land in ’05. We 
designed it through ’08. The global 
financial crisis hit at that point. Like 
everyone did, we shut our develop-
ment group down in 2008 through 
2011. When this thing reemerged, 
it reemerged a little bit [differently 
than] originally planned. That is a 
function of a lot of experience with 
these things, as well as stakeholder 
involvement. 

“It took a long time because a lot 
of people care about this piece of 
land, and we care about this piece of 
land. Again this is a company-wide 
and national perspective, the high 
visibility of important sites takes a 
long time, and they’ll be worth it in 
the end.” Pisklak said. 

Pisklak handed out praise to those 
who pushed through the numerous 

obstacles and those who plan to 
stick with it to its fruition, specifical-
ly recognizing Slade for her dedica-
tion and perseverance. To the Irving 
representatives and the Las Colinas 
residents, he promised excellence.

“We’ll deliver an incredibly high 
quality product that will be comple-
mentary to the neighborhood, and 
we believe we’ll deliver a great prod-
uct for the residents,” he said.

Also praised for her relentless 
support, Mayor Beth VanDuyne 
congratulated everyone involved in 
the project and explained what the 
development means to the city.

“The city and the Las Colinas As-
sociation have gotten very involved 
in this project,” Van Duyne said. 
“Trying to develop a piece of proper-
ty with this [gesturing to the DART 
rail overhead] running right in the 
middle of it. I know a lot of you here 
do this type of work. For those of 
us who don’t, we looked at this and 
were like ‘how are they going to do 

that?’” 
The value of the land and its po-

tential could not be overstated, 
especially when coupled with the 
underwhelming success of the Las 
Colinas Urban center. For this rea-
son, Van Duyne and the city laid out 
specific, and at times complex, spec-
ifications for the development. 

“You’ve got a wall that goes right 
through the middle of the project, 
and we were asking for everything,” 
Van Duyne said. “We wanted restau-
rants for everyone. We wanted wa-
terfronts. We wanted to make sure 
that it had some luxury apartments, 
but not too many, not too high. We 
didn’t want to block the water. We 
wanted to make sure that we had 
public space in between for all these 
public events we want to have. 

“The most important part of this 
project to me, and this is verified by 
studies that we’ve done and people 
that we talked to, this urban center 
has been a drain for decades; since 
the late ‘60s when Ben Carpenter 
came out here and he decided that 
this was going to be the first live, 
work, play environment, mixed-use 
master plan in the country,” she 
said.

Like Slade and Pisklak, Van 
Duyne has looked back to the proj-
ect’s conception, but for Van Duyne, 
the vision began in 1986. 

“I remember moving out here in 
1986 and coming to this spot and 
looking at it, and at that time this 
was concrete, and thinking that 
was just so odd,” Van Duyne said. 
“You’ve got this beautiful building 
right across the way, and you’ve got 
this beautiful lake, and you just have 
this kind of piece of land waiting to 
build. That was 30 years ago. Now 
looking and putting it together, we 
have a lot of wonderful things going 
on in the city of Irving.

“We’ve got a great convention 
center that’s already booming and 
successful. We have businesses who 
are moving here. We’ve got a pop-
ulation that continues to increase. 
This piece really is the heart of the 
urban center, and we are so thankful 
that Gables and all of the other part-
ners have stuck with it,” she said. “I 
cannot wait to be here in a couple 
of years celebrating the ribbon cut-
ting.”

Development Director  Katy Slade, Mayor Beth Van Duyne and councilman Oscar Ward 
dig into the ground that will soon house Water Street shops and resturants in Las 
Colinas.  / Photo by Courntey Ouellette

By Sarah Bays
The North Texas chapter of the 

Special Olympics took its fundrais-
ing to the max last weekend as peo-
ple from around the area challenged 
themselves to rappel down a tall 
tower in the southwest portion of 
Dallas. 

About 60 people went “Over the 
Edge” of the 15-story Bank Tower at 
Oak Cliff Nov. 6-7, including Big Al 
Mack, of the Kidd Kraddick morn-
ing radio show. 

“I’m still a bit, kind of appre-

Special Olympics fundraiser 
brings crowds to Oak Cliff tower

hensive. Scared, I’ll use the word 
scared,” Mack said before his turn 
down the side of the building. 

Mack said he’s never been a part 
of a Special Olympics event, but he 
took the challenge for the kids who 
are served by the organization. 

To help take off the edge, Mack 
brought his golden-doodle Curtis, 
his “comfort dog.”

“He would not be afraid to jump 
off the building,” Mack said, hold-
ing the curly-haired creature who 
jumped into his arms during an in-

terview. The dog waited patiently 
for his master to make it down the 
building as the crowd cheered him 
on.

The windy, rainy day still man-
aged to draw a big crowd, includ-
ing members of area police and fire 
crews. Dallas SWAT was on hand to 
assist with the rappelling. 

Kristie Crone, SOTX development 
director, said this fundraiser has 
been held for four years in Dallas 
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Freelancers Needed
For more information

call 972-870-1992

Tower
Continued from Page 4

CLASSIFIEDS (972) 870-1992 
laurier@ramblernewspapers.net

LEGALS

The CITY OF IRVING, Texas will receive sealed responses in the Purchasing Division, 1st floor, 
835 W. Irving Blvd, until the date and time below and will open responses at the same location 
for the following items:

ITB #062D-16F Regal Ridge Pkwy, Recognition Point Dr, Irving Heights Dr & Singleton Blvd
Water & Wastewater Improvements
Due Date: 12/04/15 @ 3:00 p.m. 
Pre-Bid Mtg: 11/19/15 @ 3:00 p.m.  

ITB #026M-16F Royal Ridge 1.0 MG Elevated Storage Tank 
Due Date: 12/10/15 @ 2:00 p.m.
Pre-Bid Mtg: 12/02/15 @ 2:00 p.m. 

ITB #053M-16F Sewer Rods and Hoses
Due Date: 12/07/15 @ 3:00 p.m.

ITB #060M-16F Hersey Registers
Due Date: 12/08/15 @ 3:00 p.m.

Responses must be received in a sealed envelope with solicitation number and due date on the 
envelope. Late responses cannot be accepted. Information may be found at www.cityofirving.org 
click Departments/ Purchasing Phone: 972.721.2631

NOW HIRING 
Shady Grove Learning Center in 
Irving FT/PT Day care teachers. 
Apply TODAY 972-986-9351

Outsied Sales Rep Wanted 
To apply, send resume to 
Johns@ramblernewspapers.net 
For more info call 972-870-1992

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS –
PROPOSED PUD AMENDMENT AND ZONING CHANGES

CITY OF IRVING PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION AND CITY COUNCIL

Public hearings are held to consider applications for amendments to the Comprehensive 
Zoning Ordinance and the Official Zoning Map of the City of Irving, Texas for the properties 
described herein:

LOCATION, DATES & TIMES OF PUBLIC HEARINGS:
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas
Planning & Zoning Commission:  Monday, November 16, 2015, 7 p.m. 
City Council: Thursday, December 10, 2015, 7 p.m.

DEVELOPMENT PLAN DVP15-0006, PUD #2:  Verizon, applicant, requests an amendment to 
Planned Unit Development No. 2 (PUD #2) to add Transit-Oriented Development District uses 
to the allowable uses within the subject property and to provide a concept plan. This property 
is on approximately 158 acres located east of MacArthur Blvd., west of State Highway 114, and 
along Hidden Ridge, Meadow Creek, and Green Park Drive.  

ZONING CASE ZC15-0060:  Approximately 15 acres located on the West side of Hard Rock 
Road, southwest of Pioneer Drive.  The applicant is requesting to rezone the property from S-P-2 
(Generalized Site Plan) for R-TH (Townhouse) district uses to S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for 
R-6 (Single Family) uses to develop the property with single family uses.

ZONING CASE ZC15-0072:  Approximately 4.60 acres located on the west side of Lake Carolyn 
Parkway.  The applicant is requesting to rezone the property from S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) 
for FWY (Freeway) district and related retail uses to TOD (Transit Oriented Development) district 
to develop the property with multifamily, retail and related uses.

ZONING CASE ZC15-0078:  Approximately 0.57 acres located at 515 W. Airport Freeway.  The 
applicant is requesting to rezone the property from S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) for C-C (Community 
Commercial) district uses to S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) for C-C (Community Commercial) district 
uses to allow more than twenty-five (25) percent of the required parking to be located between 
the facade of a building and State Highway 183.
 
ZONING CASE ZC15-0082: Approximately 1000 acres located along State Highway 114, State 
Highway 183, Spur 482, N. Walton Walker Blvd, and Tom Braniff Drive, and the intersections of 
said roadways. Property is generally west of Century Center Boulevard, east of Chemsearch 
Boulevard and east of Cistercian Road. The City of Irving is requesting to rezone the property 
from S-P-2 for C-O and Retail Uses; S-P-2 for FWY uses; S-P-2 for FWY, P-O, C-O and Retail 
Uses; S-P-2 for All Uses Stated in ZC 2613 with the Removal of Multifamily; S-P-2 for All Uses 
with Previous ZC with the Removal of Multifamily and the Addition of Commercial Parking; 
S-P-1 for Wireless Communication Antenna; S-P-1 for Entrance Sign; S-P-1 for R-AB; S-P for 
Municipal, Governmental & Public Functions; R-40; S-P-2 for C-W uses; ML-20; C-OU-2; M-FW; 
C-C; S-P-2 for C-OU-2 uses; S-P-1 for R-AB and Hotel uses; S-P-2 for ML-20A and C-C uses; 
S-P-1 for ML-20 and Commercial Amusement uses, and State Highway 183 Overlay District 
to PUD (Planned Unit Development) district uses to facilitate the development of the property 
with a mix of Transit Oriented Development, Single Family, Multifamily, Office, Retail, Service, 
Hotel, Commercial and Open Space uses.

All interested persons are encouraged to attend the public hearings and express their opinions 
on the zoning change request.  Written response for the record may also be submitted to: 

City of Irving – Planning & Community Development Dept., 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, 
TX 75060

The applications are on file for public review in the Planning & Community Development Dept. 
at the address listed above during normal business hours. For additional information, please 
contact the Department at 972-721-2424. Please reference the case number when requesting 
information.

This facility is wheelchair accessible. Accessible parking spaces are available. Requests for 
interpretation services or assistive hearing devices must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting. 
Contact the City Secretary’s Office at (972) 721-2493 for assistance.

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR
El Centro Evangelistico Belen Addition Revised (PL15-0032)

PUBLIC NOTICE BEFORE THE PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION OF THE CITY 
OF IRVING, TEXAS, TO CONSIDER RESUBDIVISION OR REPLATTING OF A RECORDED 
SUBDIVISION WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS OF IRVING, DALLAS COUNTY, TEXAS.

Notice is hereby given for the following public hearings to consider resubdivision or replatting of 
recorded subdivisions as hereinafter described which will be held in the City Council Chambers 
of City Hall, 825 West Irving Boulevard, Irving, Texas:

El Centro Evangelistico Belen Addition Revised Replat (PL15-0032)

Being a replat of El Centro Evangelistico Addition and replat of Lots 23, 24, and the West ½ of 
Lot 25, Block 2, Herring Brothers No. 1. The property is being platted into one lot for church uses. 
This property is located at 3307 W. Pioneer Drive. This property is zoned R-6 (Single Family).

Planning and Zoning Commission: 7:00 PM, Monday, December 7, 2015
   
The application is on file for public examination in the Planning and Community Development 
Department at 825 West Irving Boulevard, Irving, Texas. For additional information, please contact 
the Planning and Community Development Department at (972) 721-2424. Please reference 
the name of the plat or case number when requesting information.

All citizens or interested parties desiring to be heard concerning this replat may speak. This 
facility is wheelchair accessible and accessible parking spaces are available.  Requests for 
interpretation services or assistive hearing devices must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting.  
Contact the City Secretary’s Office at (972) 721-2493 for assistance.

an opportunity to get to know us on 
a more personal level and a more 
positive level.”

The problem solving unit’s goals 
include: reducing crime, reducing 
police calls for service, bringing a 
sense of community and educating 
the community in crime prevention.

The officers on this team strive 
toward their goals through host-
ing community meetings, business 
meetings, community outreach and 
intelligence-based policing.

Dix said over the two years that 
his team has worked in this area – 
from Estrada to Valley View to SH 
183 – crime has dropped by about 
25 percent. The IPDPSU works to 
reduce Part 1 crimes, such as assault, 
robbery and other major crimes.

Before the IPDSPU started hon-
ing in on this area, crime was not 
necessarily rampant, and it was not 
increasing – but neither was it going 

Police
Continued from Page 1

down.
“Historically our department has 

a pretty good relationship with the 

community as a whole and especial-
ly the minority communities,” Dix 
said.

Members of the Irving Police Department’s Problem Solving Unit show residents some 
of their riot gear during a community block party.  / Photo by Sarah Bays 

and three at the Oak Cliff tower.
“We’re very excited about ‘Over 

the Edge,’” Crone said. “It gives a 
very unique opportunity for people 
to actually do something different. 
The reason I think we like it is that 
it’s really a challenge to go over the 
edge, and it’s a scary thing to do. 

“We want people to realize that if 
our athletes can face the challenges 
that they face on a daily basis, then 
you can handle six seconds and go 
over the edge.” 

Special Olympics Texas is a non-
profit that provides year-round 
sports training and Olympic-style 
sports competitions for more than 
53,446 children and adults who have 
intellectual disabilities. Each partic-
ipant in this fundraiser brought in at 
least $1,200.

“It’s really just a way to kind of 
make more awareness of the issues 
and the challenges that our athletes 
might face,” Crone said.

Derek Taylor’s daughter, Abby, 
is one of those athletes. The Taylor 
family from Burleson snapped pho-
tos and yelled out cheers to Derek, 
who rappelled down the tower in 
honor of Abby.

“It’s a little scary once you look 
down, look over, but it’s beautiful, 
absolutely beautiful seeing down-

town and everything,” Taylor said 
after his jump. “The guys talk you 
through it every step of the way. 
They keep your mind off of the scary 
stuff, and it’s just a great experience.

It was Taylor’s first time partici-
pating in “Over the Edge.” 

“This is obviously something 

that I thought would be fun, but we 
needed to raise money. I could see 
there’s always a struggle with the 
Special Olympics trying to get the 
funding they need and the commu-
nity is getting bigger and bigger, of 
athletes that need to be served, so it 
was an easy decision,” Taylor said.

Robin Whitehead of Staples waves to her supporters as she rapels down a 15-story 
bulding last weekend in Dallas. / Photo by Sarah Bays

On Sunday, Jan. 25, 2015, at 3:48 
a.m., the Irving Police Department 
responded to the 2900 block of 
Proctor Street on reports of a stab-
bing. 

Officers arrived to find Osvaldo 
Mendoza, 22 years-of-age, suffering 
from multiple stab wounds. He was 
transported to Parkland Hospital 
but died a short time later. 

The preliminary investigation 
revealed the victim and his friends 
were involved in a traffic altercation 
in Dallas with the occupants of an-
other vehicle. Both vehicles drove 
into Irving and stopped on Proctor 

Homicide investigation 
suspect identified 

Street. The suspect approached the 
victim and stabbed him multiple 
times with a knife. The suspect fled 
the scene immediately thereafter. 

Update: As a result of surveillance 
video being aired by local media 
outlets, the suspect has been identi-
fied as Octavio Lopez-Lara, 19 years-
of-age, as the person responsible for 
the stabbing death of Osvaldo Men-
doza. There is an active warrant for 
his arrest for murder with the bond 
set at $2,000,000. 

Detectives believe that Lo-
pez-Lara fled to Guanajuato, Mexico 
shortly after the crime to avoid cap-

ture. However, anyone with infor-
mation as to his exact whereabouts 
is asked to contact the Irving Police 
Department. 

SOURCE Irving Police Department

More than 100 fifth-grade stu-
dents from Lively Elementary 
School received an education expe-
rience unlike any other. In October, 
they had the opportunity to attend 
Pine Cove Camp on Lake Palestine 
near Tyler, Texas. 

This is a trip that moves the class-

A Lively outdoor experience 
room to the outdoors, a different 
environment, to aid in hands-on 
teaching and learning. The purpose 
of this outdoor education program 
is to provide fifth-grade students the 
opportunity to experience learning 
the Texas/Irving ISD curriculum in 
the natural setting of the outdoors. 

Students were presented courses 
that included forest study, aquatics 
study, orienteering, critter class, air-
borne, nature’s niche, earth science, 
horseback riding, canoeing, and 
team building. 

SOURCE Irving ISD
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their information on a 
monthly basis to insure that the Irving Rambler will have accurate 
information. Listings are limited to the Organization’s name, 
meeting location and time. If an organization wishes to have more 
information than the free listing offers, we will continue to offer 
other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2015 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2015 King Features Synd., Inc.

All Nations Gideons 
International Club of DFW 

10 A.M. Saturday mornings 
2011 W. Irving Blvd. Irving, TX

Call 972-704-6572
American Legion Post #218

Heritage Park Building
215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Buttons & Bows Square 

& Round Dance Club 
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 

Senter Park East 
228 Chamberlain

Circle I - Square 
& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

God’s Helping Hands Club
2011 W. Irving Blvd. 

972-704-6572 or 
214-732-9263

Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Hebrew Torah Scrolls Frame 
Sheets Club

2011 W. Irving Blvd. IRving TX 75061
972-704-6572

Saturdays at 10 AM 
Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month 
7:30 to 9 PM

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
 Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Second Tuesday each month @ 7:30 P.M.

132 E. Second St. Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Los Lupes
In the Irving Mall 

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christain Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Berean Memorial Church

1000 E. 6th Street
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS
* It was 20th-century American journalist 

Walter Lippmann who made the following 
sage observation: “Our conscience is not the 
vessel of eternal verities. It grows with our 
social life, and a new social condition means 
a radical change in conscience.”

* According to a recent analysis of data 
from the online music streaming service 
Spotify and artist popularity data from a 
website called The Echo Nest, Americans 
tend to stop listening to new music at the 
age of 33. 

* John Tyler, born March 29, 1790, was the 
10th president of the United States. He was 

married twice and had a total of 15 children. These children, collec-
tively, were witness to a surprisingly large swath of American histo-
ry. The oldest, Mary Tyler Jones, was born in 1815, the year that saw 
the end of the War of 1812; the youngest, Pearl Tyler Ellis, survived 
until 1947, two years after the end of World War II. President Tyler 
even has two grandsons who are still alive today. 

* You might be surprised to learn that it costs the U.S. govern-
ment nearly 2 cents to mint a single penny.

* Unless you’ve been to Crater Lake National Park in Oregon, it’s 
difficult to believe just how blue the water of that lake appears. In 
fact, there was a time when the rich blues made the professionals 
at Kodak believe the photos to be overdeveloped, and the pictures 
would be returned at no charge. 

* Those who study such things say that if you were (for reasons 
unspecified) to eat the liver of a polar bear, you’d die. The amount 
of vitamin A stored in that organ constitutes a fatal dose for hu-
mans. 

***

1. HISTORY: What conflict did Secretary of State John Hay refer 
to as a “splendid little war”?

2. MUSIC: What was Aretha Franklin’s first No. 1 hit? 
3. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What does the candy name M&M’s 

stand for?
4. GEOGRAPHY: Which California city is the farthest west -- San 

Francisco, Los Angeles or San Diego?
5. AD SLOGANS: What laundry detergent vowed to erase “ring 

around the collar”? 
6. FAMOUS PEOPLE: What was the profession of Duncan Hines, 

whose name became a household brand of food products?
7. TELEVISION: Who was talk-show host Johnny Carson’s an-

nouncer and sidekick?
8. MATH: What is the only number whose letters are in alphabet-

ical order?
Answers
1. Spanish-American War
2. “Respect,” in 1967
3. (Forrest) Mars & (William) Murrie, the last names of the can-

dy’s founders

4. San Francisco
5. Wisk
6. Restaurant critic
7. Ed McMahon
8. 40 (f-o-r-t-y)
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UNITY CHURCH
Unity of Irving

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class

11:00 AM Service
& Children’s Church

Reverend Frank Pounders
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-5083

unitychurchofirving.com

Heart of Worship Baptist
2201 W. Shady Grove Rd.

www.howbc.org
Worship: 9 am

Sunday School:10:30 am
Pastor Mike Blalock

214-864-0635

BAPTIST

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third,  75060

972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Chapel
Second and fourth Sundays

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

First Church of Christ, Scientist
2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 75061

972-253-7202
www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-0476

access code 884879
For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

LUTHERAN
Good Shepherd

Lutheran Church
2620 West Grauwyler Rd.

Irving, TX 75061
972-790-2121

www.gslcirving.com
Sunday Worship Service 9:00 am

Thanksgiving Eve November 25th 7:00 pm
Pastor Bradley T. Carroll

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Belt Line Road

Church of Christ
1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061

1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century
Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Wednesday Worship 7:30 p.m.

972-790-8606 
www.BeltLineChurch.com

rev. sara Hardaway, 

WORSHIP
WORSHIP ADS

To list your house of worship in the 
Rambler, please contact 

Laurie at  972-870-1992 or Laurier@
ramblernewspapers.net

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
Annual Thanksgiving

Community Dinner
November 21, 2015, 
11:00am - 2:00pm 

Bring your family, neighbor 
or friend!

Full Course Turkey Dinner
2620 W. Grauwyler Rd.,

Irving, Tx 75061
(Next door to Bank America)

North Lake College (NLC) has 
been designated as a Military 
Friendly® School for the fourth 
year in a row. The Military Friendly 
Schools designation is awarded to 
the top 15 percent of colleges, uni-
versities and trade schools in the 
country that are doing the most to 
embrace military students, and to 
dedicate resources to ensure their 
success in the classroom and after 
graduation. This year approximately 
8,000 schools applied nationwide.

North Lake College earned its 
Military Friendly status after com-
pleting a survey examining campus 
veteran services, as well as the col-
lege’s flexibility of class offerings 
and social media outreach. North 
Lake continues to score equally high 
in all three categories with Facebook 
groups solely devoted to the student 
veterans, flexible class terms, and an 
array of distance-learning opportu-

SAN DIEGO, CA -- The Associ-
ation for Learning Environments 
(A4LE) named Scott Layne, ALEP, 
chair of its board of directors. Layne, 
who is the assistant superintendent 
for support services for the Irving 
Independent School District (ISD), 
assumed the role at the Learning 
SCAPES Conference held Oct. 22-
26. 

At Irving ISD, Layne oversees 
facilities services, security, trans-

DALLAS ― With the start of in-
come tax filing season just a few 
months away, the Internal Reve-
nue Service reminds parents and 
students that now is a good time to 
see if they will qualify for either of 
two college tax credits when they 
file their 2015 federal income tax 
returns.

“Special tax credits, deductions 
and savings plans can help taxpay-
ers with the price of higher edu-
cation,” said Clay Sanford, an IRS 
spokesman in Dallas. “With tax fil-
ing season coming up soon, make 
sure you don’t overlook a poten-
tial tax advantage.”

In general, the American Oppor-
tunity Tax Credit or Lifetime Learn-
ing Credit is available to taxpayers 
who pay qualifying expenses for an 
eligible student. Eligible students 
include the taxpayer, spouse and 
dependents. The American Oppor-
tunity Tax Credit provides a credit 
for each eligible student, while the 
Lifetime Learning Credit provides a 
maximum credit per tax return.

Though a taxpayer often quali-
fies for both of these credits, he or 
she can only claim one of them for 
a particular student in a particu-
lar year. The credits apply to eligi-

Layne named chair of the Association for Learning Environments
portation, nutrition services, health 
services, technology, athletics, and 
construction. After receiving his de-
gree in Architectural Studies from 
the University of Illinois, his career 
in public education began in the 
Katy Independent School District in 
1982. Six years later, he was named 
the director of school plant services 
for Midland ISD. In 1991, he joined 
Irving ISD, where he has served as 
assistant director of maintenance 

and operations, director of mainte-
nance and operations, and executive 
director of facilities before being 
named assistant superintendent in 
2006. 

An active member of A4LE since 
1998, Layne has served as the 2003 
president of the North Texas Chap-
ter, and the 2007 president of the 
Southern Region. He has served on 
the International Board of Directors 
since 2009. In his new role as chair, 

he hopes to expand the association’s 
global reach. 

“The Association for Learning En-
vironments is as strong as our mem-
bers,” Layne said. “I am confident 
that we will continue the great work 
that has brought us to this moment, 
and I know that we will forge new 
paths of excellence into the future.”

The Association for Learning En-
vironments (A4LE), formerly the 
Council of Educational Facility Plan-

ners (CEFPI), is the only profession-
al organization whose primary pur-
pose is improving the places where 
children learn. With approximately 
4,400 members, A4LE encompass-
es six geographic regions across the 
United States, and supports region-
al representation in Canada, Aus-
tralasia, and the UK. 

SOURCE Association for Learn-
ing Environments

Valuable tax breaks 
for education

ble students enrolled in an eligible 
college, university or vocational 
school, including both nonprofit 
and for-profit institutions. The cred-
its are subject to income limits that 
could reduce the amount claimed on 
their tax return.

Many of those eligible for the 
American Opportunity Tax Cred-
it qualify for the maximum annu-
al credit of $2,500 per student. 
Students can claim this credit for 
qualified education expenses paid 
during the entire tax year for a cer-
tain number of years. The Lifetime 
Learning Credit of up to $2,000 per 
tax return is available for both grad-
uate and undergraduate students. 
Unlike the American Opportunity 
Tax Credit, the limit on the Lifetime 
Learning Credit applies to each tax 
return, rather than to each student. 
Also, the Lifetime Learning Credit 
does not provide a benefit to people 
who owe no tax.

To help determine eligibility for 
these benefits, taxpayers should vis-
it the Education Credits Web page 
or use the IRS’s Interactive Tax 
Assistant tool. Both are available at 
IRS.gov. 

SOURCE Internal Revenue Service

North Lake College 
named Military 
Friendly School 

nities. 
“It is outstanding to be recognized 

as a 2016 Military Friendly School,” 
said NLC Veterans Affairs Coor-
dinator Horace Ragler, Jr. “This 
distinction shows that North Lake 
College is committed to providing 
access, support, and a quality edu-
cation to veterans, military students, 
and their family members. Speaking 
for the entire North Lake commu-
nity, we are honored and pledge to 
maintain a friendly and inclusive 
environment for our military com-
munity.”

Awarded by Victory Media, the 
Military Friendly® Schools des-
ignation and list provides service 
members transparent, data-driven 
ratings about post-military educa-
tion and career opportunities.
SOURCE Dallas County Community College 

District

Repayment options 
available for student 
loan borrowers

PHOENIX – Staggering student 
debt continues to be a challenge for 
millions of Americans nationwide. 
It’s harder on some student loan 
borrowers than others.

The Consumer Financial Pro-
tection Bureau (CFPB) recently 
released its annual report on stu-
dent loan complaints, revealing 
that more than five million people 
who borrowed money through the 
Federal Family Education Loan 
Program (FFELP) are behind or in 
default on their loans. FFELP, which 
was comprised of primarily private 
lenders making federally-guaran-
teed student loans, ended in 2010, 
but students who borrowed money 
through the program still make up 

nearly a third of all student loan 
debtors and owe more than $370 
billion combined.

What’s more, the rate of default 
and delinquency is considerably 
higher for FFELP loans than the 
broader student loan market, and 
only five percent of FFELP borrow-
ers are enrolled in any sort of in-
come-driven repayment plan.

“Consumers in default or delin-
quency experience major obstacles 
in achieving financial milestones 
like buying a home,” said Jessica 
Ferastoaru, a student loan coun-
selor with Take Charge America, a 
national nonprofit credit counseling 

See STUDENT LOANS, Page 8
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More than two dozen Irving ISD 
middle and high school students 
were named to a Texas Music Ed-
ucators Association All-Region Or-
chestra, following auditions held 
Oct. 17 at South Grand Prairie High 
School. They will perform a free 
concert with the other members of 
All-Region orchestras on Saturday, 
Nov. 21, at 4 p.m. at Conrad High 
School in Dallas ISD.

The students, their grade, school 
and instrument are listed below 
under the band to which they were 
named:

Honors Orchestra
Marissa Broome, 12, MacArthur 

HS, violin
Valerie Kilburn, 12, MacArthur 

HS, violin 
Mirna Flores, 12, Irving HS, viola
Marina Bustillo, 11, Nimitz HS, 

viola
Symphonic Orchestra
Gloria Kim, 7, Travis MS, violin
Marshall Baldwin, 9, MacArthur 

HS, violin
Ami Suzuki, 9, MacArthur HS, 

violin
Logan Nasky, 6, Travis MS, viola
Belen Salgado, 9, Irving HS, viola
Jan-Lorenz Neumayr, 9, MacAr-

thur HS, cello
Concert Orchestra
Abigail Ruth McDonald, 7, Lamar 

MS, violin
Gloria Viera, 8, Austin MS, violin
Cristian Cruz Lopez, 8, Austin 

MS, violin
Andrew Garrison Rowlett, 8, La-

mar MS, violin
Moses Greer, 6, Travis MS, violin 
Jose Santiesteban Miranda, 8, 

Austin MS, viola

Heleyna Martinez, 8, de Zavala 
MS, viola

Brayan Josue Gavidia, 8, Lamar 
MS, viola

Rebekah Marie Rohrs, 8, Lamar 
MS, viola

Ryan Truong, 8, Johnson MS, 
cello

Giancarios Dominguez, 8, Austin 
MS, cello

Toshiki Kato, 8, Johnson MS, cel-
lo

Sam Briceno, 8, Crockett MS, cel-
lo

Natalia Calzada, 8, de Zavala MS, 
cello

Nicole Sweatt, 8, Travis MS, cello
Andrew Rivera Scott, 8, Crockett 

MS, bass
Johan Ulloa, 8, Johnson MS, bass

Source: Irving ISD

SALT LAKE CITY -- Pre-moist-
ened towelettes, also known as wet 
wipes, are becoming very popular 
with adults as a “clean” alterna-
tive to toilet paper. Unfortunately, 
wet wipes, even some marketed as 
“flushable,” don’t break down in 
water like toilet paper, wreaking 
havoc on sewer systems, household 
plumbing, and the environment. 

The wet wipe market is now esti-
mated to be over $6 billion dollars 
per year and growing at a rate of 5 to 
6 percent annually. It’s not surpris-
ing since it’s hard to get completely 
clean with dry toilet paper alone. 
But the use of wet wipes can cause 
some messy problems.

Home Plumbing – Wet wipes can 
get caught inside small pipes, on 
minor plumbing imperfections and 
on tree roots that often find their 

Student Loans
Continued from Page 7

and student loan counseling agency. 
“But borrowers – even those in de-
fault – have several options for re-
paying their debt and restoring their 
financial health.”

CFPB’s report raises concerns 
about whether FFELP loan ser-
vicers have adequately informed 
borrowers about their repayment 
options. Despite wide availability of 
income-based repayment plans, 95 
percent of people with FFELP loans 
are not enrolled.

“Many people simply aren’t aware 
such options exist, or assume only 
a handful of federal loans are eligi-
ble for alternative repayment pro-
grams.”

Ferastoaru summarizes several 
student loan repayment options:

Direct Consolidation Loans can 
assist FFELP borrowers. They may 
be able to consolidate their loans 
through this program in order to 
qualify for additional repayment op-
tions.

Pay As You Earn is an option for 

students with a partial financial 
hardship. It caps loan payments at 
10 percent of discretionary income 
and forgives remaining balances af-
ter 20 years.

Income-Based Repayment plans 
are based on income, family size and 
residence, and are usually capped at 
15 percent of a borrower’s income. 
For borrowers who took out loans 
on or after July 1, 2014, balances 
are forgiven after 20 years. Students 
who borrowed money before that 
date receive forgiveness after 25 
years.

Income-Contingent Repayment 
plans calculate payments based 
on income, family size and total 
amount borrowed, but the monthly 
payment amount is adjusted an-
nually to account for changes in 
income and family size. The repay-
ment period can stretch to 25 years, 
after which any remaining balances 
are forgiven.

Public Service Loan Forgiveness 
Program is an option for people 

who work full-time in the public 
or nonprofit sector. Loan balances 
will be forgiven after 120 qualifying 
payments. A separate program for 
teachers allows borrowers to qualify 
for up to $17,500 in forgiveness.

Loan Forgiveness Programs for 
Military offer servicemen and wom-
en up to $65,000 in loan forgive-
ness.

Loan Rehabilitation helps bor-
rowers who have defaulted on feder-
al student loans. The borrower and 
lender agree on a reasonable pay-
ment plan, and the borrower makes 
nine consecutive payments over a 
10-month period. At that time, the 
loan is considered rehabilitated and 
may be eligible for other repayment 
programs.

Borrowers seeking more informa-
tion about loan repayment options 
may visit Take Charge America at 
studentloans.takechargeamerica.
org or call (877) 784-2008.

SOURCE Take Charge America, Inc.

Irving students make 
All-Region Orchestra

Thanks to the 84th Legislature, 
Texans have a new, easy way to 
transfer real property to someone 
else upon their death. It does not in-
volve going through probate court, 
which can be a lengthy and costly 
process. It also allows the owner to 
keep the exact same rights to the 
property that they’ve always had 
while they are alive: they can get the 
property tax exemption, use it as 
collateral on a loan, or sell the prop-
erty as they like.

It works similarly to a life insur-
ance policy or a payable on death 
bank account because the asset 
passes directly to the beneficiary 
named in the transfer on death deed 
outside the probate system when 
the owner dies. 

While the transfer on death deed 
is a welcome benefit for all Texans, 
it brings substantial relief to our 
low-income homeowners. 

“The family home may be the 
only real asset they have, but the 
most common way to transfer title 
in Texas is often financially beyond 
their reach,” said Harry Reasoner, 

Texas legislature creates new way to 
transfer real property upon death

Chair of the Texas Access to Justice 
Commission. “Many cannot afford 
to have a will prepared to properly 
transfer title to the property after 
they die, and even if a will exists, 
their heirs may not be able to afford 
to probate the will.”

Failure to transfer clear title to 
property is a significant problem 
for low-income homeowners. The 
homes are often informally passed 
down to a family member, but that 
person is at risk of losing the home 
when clear title cannot be shown. 

When a natural disaster strikes 
and a property has been informally 
handed down through generations, 
the people living there cannot qual-
ify for FEMA benefits because they 
cannot show that they are the legal 
owners. The same is true for proper-
ty tax exemptions.

These homes are often aban-
doned, causing blight and an invita-
tion to crime to our neighborhoods.

“While it is always best to have a 
lawyer, millions of Texans cannot 
afford one,” Texas Supreme Court 
Chief Justice Nathan Hecht said. 

“The transfer on death deed is a use-
ful tool for low-income Texans to 
transfer clear title to property. It will 
help keep families in homes, which 
benefits the communities in which 
we live by keeping people off the 
street and reducing blight.”

Now, people can convey clear title 
to their property by completing a 
transfer on death deed form, signing 
it in front of a notary, and filing it in 
the deed records office in the county 
where the property is located before 
they die at a cost of less than fifty 
dollars.

The Texas Access to Justice Com-
mission has created a do-it-yourself 
Transfer on Death Deed Kit that 
includes forms and instructions 
for completing a transfer-on-death 
deed as well as a revocation form 
in the event that someone wants 
to cancel or change the transfer on 
death deed, and an affidavit of death 
that must be filed when the property 
owner dies. The kit is available on 
TexasLawHelp.org. 

SOURCE Texas Access to Justice Commis-
sion 

Wet wipes for adults are hurting environment
way inside home septic systems and 
sewer pipes. Once caught, they can 
accumulate along with grease and 
other matter to form what plumbers 
refer to as super-knots. These can be 
hard and expensive to remove. They 
can result in raw sewage backing up 
inside homes. 

Sewer System - Even if wet wipes 
make it down the toilet, through 
home plumbing and to the munici-
pal sewer system, they can still cause 
problems. Water treatment centers 
are spending millions of dollars re-
placing pumps and other equipment 
that was never designed to handle 
items that don’t break down easily. 
Multiply these expenses by all the 
water treatment facilities worldwide 
and it is obviously a very expensive 
problem. This means that everyone 
is paying for the convenience of wet 

wipes in the form of backed up sew-
ers and higher taxes and fees. 

Filling up Landfills – After wet 
wipes are removed from the sewer 
system they are sanitized (washed) 
and hauled away to landfills. 

Stinky Trash Cans – Anyone that 
has ever emptied a dirty diaper pail 
knows that it is not a pleasant expe-
rience. For this reason and others, 
many adults are reluctant to throw 
soiled wet wipes in receptacles that 
are located inside the house. 

Increased Water Usage – Leading 
manufacturers of wet wipes instruct 
users to only flush one ‘flushable’ 
wet wipe at a time. Obviously this 
results in increased water usage, 
which is especially concerning in 
drought stricken areas.  

SOURCE PRNewswire


