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Kari Wade signs a banner of well wishes that will be sent to France in support of the 
country after recent terrorist attacks in Paris. / Photo by Brent Bays

North Texas children find loving 
homes on National Adoption Day

Author inspires 
young artists

French wine and 
food celebrated

Counties unite in DWI 
crackdown efforts 

See FRENCH, Page 4

Monday - Saturday: 5:30 am - 8:00 pm
 Sunday: 7:00 am - 3:00 pm

We are now open!  Experience the new 
look with the same PJ’s feel. Come on 
in and see the usual friendly faces and 

meet some new ones! 

By Sarah Bays
A crush of people thronged into 

the Irving Convention Center for 
a taste of France and the kickoff of 
wine season festivities with a special 
libation on Friday, Nov. 20.

The 32nd annual Beaujolais & Be-
yond Wine Festival was celebrated 
Nov.19, Beaujolais Nouveau Day. 
In France, this day is filled with 
fireworks, music and festivals to 
commemorate the first wine of the 

By Matthew Pedersen
Famous children’s author and il-

lustrator Jarret Krosockza helped 
the Valley Ranch Library celebrate 
National Picture Book Month in 
style Tuesday, Nov. 17. 

Best known for his graphic novel 
series Lunch Lady, Krosockza spoke 
with his fans, read his newest book, 
It’s Tough to Lose Your Balloon, 
drew several sketches of some of his 
most popular characters, and stayed 
to sign books as well as meet with in-
dividual fans and their parents.

Krosockza and the staff at Valley 
Ranch Library created a fun atmo-
sphere during the event while also 
working to express an important 
message, which is often overlooked 
in today’s fast paced world: kids 
need to be encouraged to be creative 
and artistic, to follow their dreams, 
and to explore avenues of expres-
sion that not only help them create 

By Adam Stephens
Dozens of Dallas County families 

were ecstatic to welcome children 
into their homes as official fami-
ly members on National Adoption 
Day, Nov. 21. The Juvenile Justice 
Center in Dallas saw an estimated 
56 families receive the court’s ap-
proval of the adoption of roughly 83 
children. 

National Adoption Day is a day 
set aside for a number of courts 
throughout the United States to fi-
nalize the adoptions of children in 
foster care. It was started in 2000 
in order to expedite the process of 
adoption due to the number of chil-
dren in foster care. By having multi-
ple groups work to facilitate multi-
ple adoptions at once, the adoption 
process is made much smoother for 
a number of people.

Many families are happy to wel-
come children into their homes on 
national adoption day. Timothy and 
his wife adopted four children, all 
siblings (two boys, an older sister, 
and a baby girl). Unable to have chil-
dren, Timothy and his wife entered 
the foster system hoping to eventu-
ally have some children come and 
stay permanently. They discovered a 
group of siblings that had been sep-
arated and decided to bring them 
back together. 

“It’s definitely a life-changing 
event,” Timothy said. “I’ve always 
questioned how I’d be a father. 
When you come home, and she’s 
crawling towards you; it hits you, 
that’s your girl. It’s amazing what 
they can get into. You always have 
to be on, but it’s definitely a happy, 
life-changing thing.”

Every family went before one of 
three judges (Jim Jordan, Phyllis 
Lister Brown, and Ken Molberg) 
to confirm that all the legal details. 
Each case was concluded with the 
presentation of an adoption certif-
icate and a teddy bear for each of 

By Courtney Ouellette
With the holiday season in full 

swing, law enforcement officials 
from Dallas, Denton and Tarrant 
County gathered to address the in-
crease in drunk driving associated 
with the holidays. A taskforce head-
ed by Dallas County Commissioner 
Dr. Elba Garcia has taken steps to 
address the issue. 

During a press conference at the 
Grand Prairie Summit on Wednes-
day, Nov. 18, Garcia discussed the 
growth the taskforce has seen in 
2015. 

“It’s great to see so many people 
here today, not only the officers and 
elected officials, but also the groups 
and individuals that work very hard 

the children. In many cases, the ex-
tended family also stood in the court 
room to support the new addition.

Many groups and volunteers came 
together to help with the event. Chief 

among these is the Court Appoint-
ed Special Advocates (CASA), the 
group in charge of representing each 
child’s individual case. CASA works 
with children and foster parents to 

ensure that everything is done in 
the child’s best interests. Each advo-
cate’s goal is to make sure the chil-
dren are taken out of the foster care 
system and brought into a loving 
home. Dallas CASA was one of the 
first three pilot programs launched 
in the United States in 1980.

“The first choice is always for the 
kids to go home [to their biological 
parents],” CASA public relations 
specialist Rosanne Lewis said. “If 

not, then you hope the rest of their 
family makes room, or hope a family 
friend can make room. But if none of 
that is an option or if it doesn’t work, 
then you want them to be adopted. 
You want them to have a family. 
You want them to have people who 
love them and a place where they 
belong.” 

There were also many volunteers 
at the event, including 40 members 

season. Per French law, the wine is 
released at 12:01 a.m., a few weeks 
after the wine’s grapes are harvest-
ed. 

“It’s the most important fundrais-
ing event for the French-American 
Chamber of Commerce,” said Sylvie 
Rauscher, interim executive direc-
tor. 

She expected about 1,500 people 

wonderful pieces of writing or art, 
but also foster happiness and fulfill-
ment. 

“There were a hundred-some-
thing people here on a Tuesday 
night at 7 p.m., so it’s nice that the 
community was so enthusiastic to 
connect their kids with an author of 
books that they have read before,” 
Krosockza said. 

He spoke about what it’s like be-
ing a children’s book author and 
gave some advice to aspiring writers 
and illustrators. 

“I work from home, writing and 
illustrating these stories,” Krosock-
za said. “Then months to a year lat-
er they go out into the world, and 
you’re never quite sure how they’re 
being used or how they are being 
read. So to come and visit with kids 
directly, and to pull up a slide of the 
Lunch Lady book cover and to hear 

every day to create awareness and 
continue to educate how important 
this issue is,” Garcia said. “Driving 
while intoxicated (DWI) is unac-
ceptable. 

“I started working with the task-
force in 2011, and each year we have 
continued to get more and more 
organizations, and more and more 
people interested. And more impor-
tantly, we continue to develop the 
tools to outreach in different me-
dia,” she said.

Tarrant County was the first join 
the coalition, followed by Denton 
County this year. As a result, intox-
icated drivers traveling between the 
counties will face the same higher 

See YOUTH, Page 2
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Adoption
Continued from Page 1

of the Children’s Council, at least 14 
members of the Northwood Wom-
an’s Club, and various CPS work-
ers and County clerks. Balloon art, 
cookies, and assorted snacks were 
provided to turn the occasion into a 
celebration. Families and their chil-
dren had the opportunity to have a 
special photo taken to commemo-
rate the occasion. 

“This is a special day for cases 

where we can’t reunify children with 
their original families,” CASA advo-
cate David Gifford-Robinson said. 
“It’s exciting to see these kids get ad-
opted and move on with their lives. 
They don’t have to be trapped by the 
foster care system. Our job is to help 
determine what’s in the child’s best 
interests, and in the case of these 
children, it’s adoption.”

 A Texas family gets a little bigger during National Adoption Day, as they stand before a 
judge and officially adopt a child from the foster care system. / Photo by Adam Stephens 

Mayor Beth Van Duyne lends a 
hand at Many Helping hands Thurs-
day, Dec. 3 at First United Method-
ist Church, 211 W. Third Street. 

Many Helping Hands offers 
Thursday night dinner, clothing 
and supplies to many of Irving’s 
homeless population.  To volunteer 
or donate food or items, please con-
tact First United Methodist Church, 
972-253-3531.

Source: First United Methodist Church

The Coppell Police Department 
is investigating a two vehicle crash 
that involved the critical injury of a 
57 year-old male. 

Officers responded to a two ve-
hicle crash that occurred at the in-
tersection of Lakeshore Drive and 
Beltline Road at about 10:20 a.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 21. Preliminary in-
vestigation revealed the Chevrolet 
truck was northbound on Beltline 
Road when it crossed the median 

Mayor Van Duyne lends a hand 

Coppell Police Department 
investigates two-car crash

and struck a Dodge truck that was 
traveling southbound on Beltline 
Road, causing a head on collision. 
Each vehicle was occupied by the 
drivers only. 

The driver of the Dodge truck was 
unconscious and transported by 
Care Flight to Parkland Hospital in 
critical condition. The driver of the 
Chevrolet truck has been tentatively 
identified as Rigoberto Cuevas-So-
telo, DOB: 03/08/1976 of Dallas, 

Texas. Cuevas-Sotelo was trans-
ported by ambulance to Parkland 
Memorial Hospital in serious condi-
tion. Based on the seriousness of the 
victim’s injuries, Cuevas-Sotelo was 
arrested for Intoxication Assault 
with a vehicle, a third degree felony, 
punishable by 2-10 years in prison, 
and up to a $10,000 fine.

The accident is being investigated 
by the Coppell Police Department.

SOURCE Coppell Police Department

To the Editor:
My wife and I were sitting in our 

living room last night around 9:30 
with the TV on Fox News. We both 
had our laptops open and working, 
a scene that plays out multiple times 
during any given week in our emp-
ty nest. During the news segment I 
heard a familiar soundbite from one 
of the regular pundits, “Our public 
schools are horrible!” I glanced over 
to see if my wife, a fourth grade 
teacher in Burleson ISD, was pay-
ing attention just as she glanced up 
at the screen with a scowl and went 
back to her school work. I have of-
ten heard this idea of the poor con-
dition of our public schools being 
bantered about by our politicians 
and leaders to score cheap political 
points at the expense of hard work-
ing teachers and administrators 
across our state and nation that are 
giving their heart and soul for the 
kids they serve every day. Are there 
schools out there that need improv-
ing? Yes. Are there bad teachers? 
Of course. But the vast majority of 
our schools and educators are doing 
an amazing job with the tasks that 
they have been given considering 
the lack of resources and parental 
support so necessary to prepare stu-
dents for life after high school. 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

I recently watched Good Morn-
ing America’s interview with the 
2015 National Teacher of the Year, 
Shanna Peeples. Shanna is an En-
glish teacher at Palo Duro High 
School in Amarillo ISD in the Texas 
panhandle. Her story inspired me 
to read her biography at ccsso.org. 
I discovered that Amarillo is a des-
tination city for the resettlement of 
refugees from a number of countries 
around the world. Shanna states, 
“As a teacher of refugee students, 
I’ve been privileged to see public ed-
ucation through the eyes of students 
from countries as diverse as Burma, 
Somalia, Ethiopia, Iraq and Cuba. 
I’m thinking of a student who taught 
me that public schools are so much 
more than a building – they are our 
culture’s brightest gift to the world.” 
Her biography goes on to tell heart-
warming stories of several refugee 
student’s whose lives have been dra-
matically impacted by the Amarillo 
schools. When asked on GMA why 
she loves her job, Shanna respond-
ed, “You can help write the end of 
the story for every kid.” 

The past several years I have had 
the opportunity to visit a number 
of public schools in South Africa. 
Although South Africa has been 
referred to as the U.S. of Africa be-

cause of its similarities to Ameri-
ca, the disparity between the best 
schools, which rival our top schools 
in the U.S., and the worst is vastly 
greater. Many schools, even in ur-
ban areas, lack electricity, supplies, 
and basic training for teachers that 
we take for granted. 

In more than a few countries and 
cultures around the world, children 
with disabilities are written off and 
treated inhumanely. This is not so 
in America. This fall marks the 40th 
anniversary of legislation passed 
by congress, the Education for All 
Handicapped Children Act, that 
required public schools to educate 
all children – regardless of any dis-
ability, mental or physical, they may 
have. Why do most private schools 
refuse to take students with disabili-
ties? Because it is an incredibly diffi-
cult and very expensive proposition. 
Hats off to all the educators who 
work tirelessly with our children in-
cluding the extra special ones.  

Many would say that teachers 
have an easy job with more vaca-
tion time than any other profession. 
As the husband of a Texas public 
school teacher, I can attest that 
this is not the case. Teachers put in 
countless hours during and outside 
the school year to prepare for what 

happens each day in the classroom. 
So the next time you hear someone 
disparaging our public schools, ask 
them for something specific that 
they have experienced firsthand to 
support their assertion. When they 
stare back at you with a surprised 
look on their face, ask, did you know 
the United States is one of a handful 
if not the only country in the world 
that guarantees an education for 
every child, even those with disabil-
ities? Or, when is the last time you 

volunteered to mentor a student or 
give your time at a school in your 
neighborhood? Then, tell something 
positive and specific from your own 
experience. Together we can spread 
the good news about what is hap-
pening in our public schools, “our 
culture’s brightest gift to the world.”

Dave Irby
Board President
Friends of Texas Public Schools



Page 3December 5, 2015www.RamblerNewspapers.com

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Coppell Farmers Market’s
December 5, 8 a.m. to noon
It will be easy to buy local this year from 
over twenty-five artisans in addition to usual 
vendor favorites. Feel good about your 
purchases with a one-stop shop for fresh 
holiday and game day fixings, hostess gifts, 
and unique finds for family and friends. Pick 
up seasonal produce, ranch raised meats 
and eggs, and other locally sourced staples 
at 768 W. Main Street in Old Town Coppell. 

Chili Cook-Off
December 5, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
The Blue Christmas Chili Cook-Off re-
turns to Heritage Park, 217 Main St. The 
event will feature concession stands, 
disc jockey, cake walk, vendors, face 
painting, bounce houses, pictures with 
Santa, raffles, silent auction and more.  
Bean entr ies are due at  noon and 
chili entries are due at 1 p.m. Attend-
ees can sample chili flavors by purchas-
ing a tasting cup at the event for $5.  

Clothing, Food, Hygiene and HOPE
December 5, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Good Shepherd Lutheran, 2620 W Grauwyler 
Rd, Irving, Texas 75061.

Holiday Parade
December 5, 4 p.m. 
More than 60 parade entries have signed 
up to showcase their holiday spirit as 
they travel through downtown Irving.  
The parade will travel southbound on N. 
O’Connor Boulevard, eastbound on Second 
Street, northbound on Lucille Street, west-
bound on Irving Boulevard and northbound 
on N. O’Connor Boulevard. 
 
Learn About Speaking at Toastmas-
ters
December 6, 3-4:30 pm
Toastmasters is offering a chance to see how 
one overcomes the fear of public speaking. 
The club will host an open house featuring 
sample speeches, demonstration meeting 
and impromptu speaking as well. The 
meeting will take place at the Irving YMCA 
(2200 W. Irving Blvd.). Refreshments will 
be provided. 

Tree Lighting
December 5, 5 p.m. 
After the parade, at City Hall, 825 W. Irving 
Blvd., a program of family entertainment 
will begin at approximately 5 p.m. Enjoy 
children’s craft opportunities, food vendors 
and also enjoy a cup of complimentary hot 
chocolate. The event will conclude with the 
ceremonial tree lighting led by city officials 
and a full fireworks display against the 
nighttime sky.
Heritage House
December 6, 3 p.m.-5 p.m.
The Heritage House will be decorated and 
open for tours. Docent led tours will be giv-
en at 3pm and 4pm. Located at 303 South 
O’Connor, the home was built in 1912 for 
the C.P. Schulze family. It was designated a 
Recorded Texas Historic Landmark in 1986. 
Admission is free.

Irving Chorale
December 11, 7:30 p.m.
The Irving Chorale will be presenting our 
annual Christmas Concert at the Plymouth 
Park United Methodist Church. This year’s 
concert is titled “Gloria: A Doxology of Praise” 
and will be songs of the Christmas Season 
surrounding the theme of Gloria. The Choral 
will be presenting many different styles of the 
Gloria by composers such as John Rutter 
and Vivaldi, traditional Christmas Glorias 
such as “Angels We Have Heard on High”, 
and even a comedic Gloria. Please join us for 
an evening of wonder and delight. Tickets are 
$15 for adults and $8 for Students and can be 
purchased at the door on the day of the show 
or online at www.irvingchorale.org. The Irving 
Chorale is a community chorus of more than 
70 voices from Irving and the surrounding 
communities of the DFW metroplex.

Advent Vespers
December 9 & 16, 7 p.m.
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
2620 W. Grauwyler Rd, Irving TX. 
“Hope for God’s people in broken world.”

Coppell Holiday Food Drive
The City of Coppell is once again hosting a 
Holiday Food Drive. City buildings will have 
a drop box handy for generous donors who 
would like to help. City staff will deliver the 
goods to multiple north Texas food pantries. 
You can help! Now through Jan. 1, 2016, drop 

by any one of the following City facilities and 
leave your non-perishable item(s) in the box.
Town Center, 255 E. Parkway Blvd.
Coppell Development Center, 265 E. Park-
way Blvd.
The CORE, 234 E. Parkway Blvd.
The Coppell Library, 500 Southwestern Blvd. 
The City will not accept partially opened/used 
packages of any consumables. Visit http://
coppelltx.gov for a list of suggested goods.

Outfit Irving Students for Success
Programs in the Administrative Annex are 
collecting two different articles of clothing 
for students:
The Project Pass program is hosting a coat 
drive until Dec. 15 to collect jackets and coats 
for students. 
Help create a college-bound culture by do-
nating college t-shirts for Irving ISD students 
to wear on College Shirt Days! Your donation 
of college T-shirts will allow students to show 
their support for their favorite college/univer-
sity on the days designated by our schools. 
Donations can be dropped off at the Admin-
istration Annex (820 N. O’Connor) Monday 
through Friday. 

Coppell Offers Make A Child Smile 
Holiday Gift Program
The City of Coppell is once again sponsoring 
the special holiday program called Make A 
Child Smile. This annual program benefits 
children in Coppell by providing holiday gifts 
for Coppell families who need a little extra 
help during the season. 
Participants may stop by the City Manager’s 
Office through Dec. 8, to choose a paper 
ornament, then purchase a gift of clothing 
and/or a toy for the child and finally, return it 
to the City Manager’s Office in Town Center, 
wrapped, with the paper ornament attached 
on the outside of the gift. The program goal 
is to provide at least one toy and one article 
of clothing for each child.
Shoppers may pick up an ornament in the 
City Manager’s Office on the second floor of 
Town Center, 255 Parkway Blvd., weekdays, 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (excluding holiday hours) or 
email Ashley Owens at aowens@coppelltx.
gov or Amy Swaim at aswaim@coppelltx.gov 
for ornament requests. All gifts are due to the 
City Manager’s Office by close of business 
on Tuesday, Dec. 8. For more information, 
call 972-304-7016 or email Ashley Owens at 
aowens@coppelltx.gov.

Artists
Continued from Page 1

We currently have routes open for single copy 
and home delivery. Pay between $65 and $95 a 
week. Signing bonus available. All routes are in 
the Irving area. Must 
have own transporta-
tion, drivers license, 
and insurance. For 
more information 
call 214-676-1145 and 
ask for Laurie,
or email 
laurier@ramblernewspapers.net.

CARRIERS NEEDED!

them cheer and get excited when I 
was drawing the characters; they 
were super enthusiastic. It’s very 
gratifying to know they have been 
reading and enjoying the books I 
write. 

“In any kind of creative endeav-
or that you might want to get into, 
it’s all about just actually doing the 
thing that you love. So if you love to 
write, you should write; and if you 
love to draw; you should draw. You 
keep at it, and you keep practicing. 
You hone your craft over years and 
years and years. For me, I did that, 
and then I grew up and submitted 
my work to publishers. That work 
was rejected around every corner for 
a couple of years. So, rejection will 
be a part of the process someday, 
but if it’s a child, they should just be 
creating.

“You guys have a wonderful public 
library. It’s staffed with passionate 
librarians who don’t just love books, 

they care about the community,” he 
said. “So the library is a center, not 
just to check books out, but to con-
nect with other people.” 

Fans of Krosockza’s work can 
expect big things in the future, as 
several of his series are currently 
in production with major motion 
picture companies, including the 
Lunch Lady graphic novels, the 
Punk Farm children’s books, and 
The Platypus Police Squad novel 
series.

Marianne Follis, Senior Librarian 
at Valley Ranch Library and the Spe-
cial Events Liaison, organized the 
book signing and invited Krosockza 
to speak with the children attending. 

“I’ve met Jarret [Krosockza] sev-
eral times through the Texas Library 
Association,” Follis said. “Then 
again, as a children’s librarian I’m 
always seeing his books. His books 
are hugely popular, both his picture 
books that I love to use during story 

time, especially Bubble Bath Pirates 
and the new one, Peanut Butter and 
Jellyfish; I really adore that. The 
Lunch Lady graphic novels are so 
much fun, and the kids just eat them 
up. And lastly, the Platypus Police 
Squad was on the Blue Bonnet List, 
which is the Texas State Library 
Association list [of books] recom-
mended for grades 3 through 5. So 
like I said, he’s really popular with 
the kids. Additionally, Jarret is a re-
ally interesting and amazing person. 
He’s a phenomenal young man, and 
he also supports art and creativity 
with children.”

When asked why she felt such 
events were important for children 
and young readers, Follis explained, 
“Well, there’s two reasons. One, this 
is somebody’s job. Sometimes we 
just don’t really see where things 
come from, like how milk comes 
from a cow, and your mom makes 
dinner. But where do these books 
come from? They just appear on the 
shelves at the book fair, or in their 
library, or in the book store, so I 
think it’s interesting for [children] to 
meet somebody who’s so passionate 
about writing and drawing that they 
have made this their life’s work. And 
that leads me to my second point: I 
think it’s important for kids to know 
that this can be their lives’ work. 

“We need to create a generation 
of artists. I think sometimes our 
culture is so focused on grades, and 
we have a lot of overscheduled chil-
dren. I think sometimes we don’t al-
low enough time for creativity, and 
actually that just fuels everything 
else. So it’s important to take some 
time to be creative, and who knows 
where that will lead,” she said.

The rainfall across North Tex-
as over Thanksgiving weekend 
caused the water levels of Grape-
vine and Lewisville Lakes, as well 
as the Trinity River to rise. The in-
creased water levels also caused the 
City of Irving to close a number of 
parks and trails to ensure the safe-
ty of all users. While water levels 
have receded in some areas, city 
staff is inspecting sites and assess-
ing damage to determine safety. 

Rain causes park, trail closures
In addition, the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers is expected to begin re-
leasing water from Grapevine and 
Lewisville Lakes. This will further 
raise the water levels of the Trinity 
and may cause sections of our North 
Campión Trail to flood. 

Affected Parks and Trails 
North Campión Trails: Staff is in-
specting areas that are accessible 
and assessing damage. Several areas 
of trail are under water. All North 

Campión parks and trails are closed. 
Twin Wells Golf Course: Closed 
due to increased water levels.  
Trinity View Park: The park is closed 
due to high water levels. Staff is un-
able to assess damage in the park area. 
Mountain Creek Preserve: The park 
is closed; the entry road into the 
park and the Hunter Ferrell Land-
fill remains underwater in this area. 
Crews are unable to assess damage. 

SOURCE City of Irving
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Lucille
If you are looking for a petite, loving young lady, I am made just 
for you. My name is LUCILLE. I am a 1 year old small, brown, 
black, orange, spayed, female, Torti. Bet you didn’t know al-
most all Torti’s are female. I was rescued from another shelter 
and brought to this wonderful place to find my forever home. 
I absolutely LOVE to be petted and loved on. I get along well 
with other cats and ALL people. PLEASE come by soon, so I can 
finally have the forever home everyone is always talking about. 

Cringle
Hi. My name is Cringle, and I’m about 2 years old. I was rescued 
from another shelter. I’m a happy-go-lucky, friendly, BIG boy. I 
have a beautiful tri colored soft coat. They say that I’m an Ana-
tolian Shepherd mix, and my tri color coat definitely indicates 
another breed. I do not look like anything else around here. I’ve 
not had anyone teach me any commands, but I’m eager to please. 
I love people. I love to run and play. Come on over and let’s meet. 
I will be waiting.

Put a Paw print in your heart
and a best friend in your home

OPEN
   Tuesday - Friday
         11am - 6 pm
   Saturday
         10 am - 5 pm 

LOCATION
   4140 Valley View Ln.
   Irving, TX 75038
   972-721-7788
   www.DFWHumane.com

Rambler

Subscribe 
to the  

972-870-1992 ADOPT a new family member today! DONATE if you can not adopt!

Free dog to good home
Name: Ms. Betsy 
Age: 3 years old

Weight: 85 pounds

Ms. Betsy was a 
rescued pup and 
has updated shots, 

is micro-chipped, house broken, takes bilingual com-
mands, and  is a great watch dog. She is an indoor 
dog. Ms. Betsy’s owner is elderly and can no longer 
care for the her, but wants Betsy to go to a good home. 
Please call 214-641-5138 for more information. 

French
Continued from Page 1

to attend. 
The Beaujolais & Beyond Wine 

Festival began 32 years ago in honor 
of the Beaujolais Nouveau’s official 
uncorking. 

It is the largest event organized by 
the FACC DFW and the largest fes-
tival of its kind in the United States.

Beaujolais comes from France 
and cannot be consumed before the 
third Thursday of November.

“It’s a wine that cannot be guard-
ed,” Rauscher said. “It has to be 
drunk very quickly. It’s a festive tra-
dition [when] we drink the Beaujo-
lais Nouveau.”

Gourmet food was also offered to 
go along with the various wines and 
beers. 

Students from Le Cordon Bleu 
brought chocolate chip and oatmeal 
cookies, macaroons, brownies and 
almond paste and mascarpone del-
icacies, handmade ice cream, and 
other treats poured into the spaces 
between tables of wine. 

Nicole Vandewarker, of St. Killian 

Import Company, brought an un-
expected beverage to the red carpet 
event – French beer.

“The Kronenbourg 1614 is very 
citrusy and hoppy,” she said. “Then 
we have the Kronenbourg Blanc, a 
Belgian style white beer, so it has 
hints of grapefruit, lemon and cori-
ander.”

The French brew their beer in 
Strasbourg, south of Paris.

“It’s just a different take,” Vande-
warker said. “A lot of people don’t 
know that the French make beer 
and drink beer, so it’s like when 
you’re doing an event they’re kind of 
amazed. They taste it and go, ‘Oh my 
gosh, this is such a great product!’”

Outside the main event was a 
VIP area, including a variety of 
non-food-related artisans.

That is where Beverly Adams and 
her daughter Ashley Stillwell were 
situated with a banner they brought 
offering well wishes to France in 
light of recent terrorist attacks in 
Paris.

Attendees lined up to sign the 
banner with words of condolence 
and solidarity. 

“We’re all about spreading kind-
ness, love and paying it forward,” 
Adams said. “With Bevs and Ash, 
what we’re trying to do is follow in 
the footsteps of Princess Diana and 
her humanitarian work.”

Their goal is simple, but pro-
found:

“Just get people to wake up and 
think how great life could be if you 
just help someone out,” Adams said.

This banner is part of that mis-
sion. Adams will deliver it to an offi-
cial in Houston who will then ship it, 
along with other gifts from America, 
to the American embassy in Paris. 

A spread of breads, cheeses and gourmet dishes delights guests at the 32nd Annual 
Beaujolais & Beyond Wine Festival. / Photo by Brent Bays 

During the regular meeting of the 
Coppell City Council Mayor Karen 
Hunt and fellow council members 
recognized Coppell Officer Steve 
Hayes for services above and be-
yond the call of duty, presenting him 
with the Star of Texas Award from 
the office of the Governor. 

On Mar. 31, 1995, during a rou-
tine traffic stop on Denton Tap 
Road, Detective Steve Hayes’ patrol 
car was struck by another vehicle 
pinning his legs. His injuries result-
ed in the amputation of his right leg 
followed by multiple surgeries and 
many years of rehabilitation. Detec-
tive Hayes has been with the depart-
ment for 23 years, and is currently 
serving as the Crime Scene Inves-
tigator and the Property Crimes 
Detective for the Coppell Police De-
partment.

After his accident, Hayes volun-
teered with the Peace Officers’ Angel 
Foundation (POA), an organization 
offering emotional support and pro-
viding available resources and ben-
efits for injured officers and their 

Coppell police officer honored
families. Hayes is a long-time board 
member of the POA.

The Star of Texas Awards honor 
all Texas peace officers and federal 
law enforcement officers or special 
agents acting in assistance to state 
or local law enforcement, firefight-
ers, and emergency medical first 
responders who were seriously in-
jured or killed in the line of duty on 
or after Sept. 1, 2003.

The Governor’s office made an ex-
ception for Hayes based on his con-
tinued support of injured officers 
and the injuries sustained before the 
creation of the resolution.

Mayor Karen Hunt proclaimed 
Nov. 10, 2015, as Steve Hayes Ap-
preciation Day in the City of Cop-
pell, encouraging employees and 
the community to thank him for his 
service to the City and the compas-
sion he has for all those who have 
suffered a similar situation in the 
line of duty.

“Steve Hayes is a dedicated police 
officer who suffered a tremendous 
tragedy in his life and anyone could 

have walked away after that tragedy, 
and no one would have been blamed 
for doing so, but he did not,” said 
Mac Tristan, Coppell Police Chief. 
“He came back to work, and he met 
me every day, and it is an honor to 
recognize you tonight.” 

Maria Alvarado, founder and 
President of the Peace Officers’ An-
gels Foundation, submitted the sto-
ries about Hayes to the Governor’s 
office. 

“His humble spirit and commit-
ment to helping our injured peace 
officers in our state make him a 
valuable and much appreciated 
board member to our organization 
and our law enforcement in Texas,” 
Alvarado said.

“The City of Coppell and the po-
lice department gave me the oppor-
tunity to continue my career as a law 
enforcement officer and I am thank-
ful for that opportunity every day,” 
Hayes said. “I just like doing my job 
and doing what I think I do best. I 
appreciate it, I really do, and I hope 
I have more years to come.” 

SOURCE City of Coppell
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their information on a 
monthly basis to insure that the Irving Rambler will have accurate 
information. Listings are limited to the Organization’s name, 
meeting location and time. If an organization wishes to have more 
information than the free listing offers, we will continue to offer 
other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2015 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2015 King Features Synd., Inc.

All Nations Gideons 
International Club of DFW 

10 A.M. Saturday mornings 
2011 W. Irving Blvd. Irving, TX

Call 972-704-6572
American Legion Post #218

Heritage Park Building
215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Buttons & Bows Square 

& Round Dance Club 
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 

Senter Park East 
228 Chamberlain

Circle I - Square 
& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

God’s Helping Hands Club
2011 W. Irving Blvd. 

972-704-6572 or 
214-732-9263

Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Hebrew Torah Scrolls Frame 
Sheets Club

2011 W. Irving Blvd. IRving TX 75061
972-704-6572

Saturdays at 10 AM 
Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month 
7:30 to 9 PM

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
 Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Second Tuesday each month @ 7:30 P.M.

132 E. Second St. Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Los Lupes
In the Irving Mall 

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christain Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Berean Memorial Church

1000 E. 6th Street
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS
* It was noted American journalist, fabu-

list and satirist Ambrose Bierce who, in his 
work “The Devil’s Dictionary,” defined “paint-
ing” as “the art of protecting flat surfaces 
from the weather and exposing them to the 
critic.”

* Only one state has a one-syllable name: 
Maine. 

* A married couple in Batavia, New York, 
had such a turbulent marriage that the 
wife had a restraining order issued to keep 
her husband away from her. After the di-
vorce, though, they worked things out and 
planned a second wedding. At the recep-
tion, the second-time groom got into an 
argument with one of the guests, and the 

police were called. The argument didn’t end up being the real 
problem; the officers on the scene arrested the groom on charges 
of criminal contempt. It seems the original restraining order was 
still in effect -- it was illegal for him to be near his bride on their 
wedding day.

* Those who study such things say that dead people can get 
goosebumps. 

* Arguably, the best-known battle of the U.S. Civil War occurred 
in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, in the summer of 1863. This battle saw 
the most casualties of any during the war, and it is considered by 
many historians to be a turning point. Many don’t realize the sheer 
volume of gunfire that occurred there, though; so many bullets 
were fired during the three-day battle -- and so many went astray 
-- that trees near the battlefield later died from lead poisoning. 

***
Thought for the Day: “One of the few good things about mod-

ern times: If you die horribly on television, you will not have died in 
vain. You will have entertained us.” -- Kurt Vonnegut

1. MOVIES: What was the 1953 film for which Frank Sinatra 
received a Best Supporting Actor Oscar? 

2. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What is a natatorium?
3. FAMOUS QUOTATIONS: Who once said, “I have not failed. I’ve 

just found 10,000 ways that won’t work”?
4. CHEMISTRY: What is the symbol for the element copper?
5. LITERATURE: What was the name of the captain in Jules 

Verne’s “Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea”?
6. MUSIC: What pop artist had a No. 1 hit with “Escape (The Pina 

Colada Song)”?
7. GEOGRAPHY: What is the highest point in the United States 

east of the Mississippi River?
8. AD SLOGAN: What company’s product was featured in ads 

with the slogan “the ultimate driving machine”?

Answers
1. “From Here to Eternity”
2. Building containing an indoor swimming pool
3. Thomas Edison

4. Cu (Latin “cuprum”)
5. Captain Nemo
6. Rupert Holmes
7. Mount Mitchell, North Carolina
8. BMW
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The City Council and the muse-
um board are working to develop 
a plan for Irving’s local museum. 
The consulting group of Toxey/
McMillan Design Associates has 
submitted their findings, and 
community members are plan-
ning to share their ideas at the 
open forum before the December 
10th City Council meeting.

Come out and 
share your ideas 
for the museum!

WE CAN REBUILD IT.

• Experienced estimators
• Fast & accurate quotes
• Competitive rates

Accidents happen. At BW Collision Repair, 
we’ll have your car back on the road quickly with 
our fast turnarounds and economical rates. 

208 Mavis Rd. | Irving, TX
972-438-6766 | www.bwcollision.com

“Serving the Irving 
community for over 
20 years.”

standards.
“In 2013, we were joined by Tar-

rant County, Commissioner [Andy] 
Nguyen has joined us,” Garcia said. 
“We’ve seen recently, a problem that 
starts in Tarrant County can pretty 
much go through Arlington, Grand 
Prairie, Dallas, Mesquite. And you 
can have a DWI going through dif-
ferent cities. So in 2015, we are tak-
ing another step forward in our coa-
lition and are growing together.”

Dallas County Sheriff Lupe Val-
dez explained why the taskforce and 
drunk driving awareness is import-
ant.

“Texas is among the top states 
with per capita alcohol consump-
tion. Texans like their drinking,” 
Valdez said. “Texas also has one of 
the largest road systems in the U.S. 
I guess that provides a great temp-
tation to get on the road after drink-
ing. [People] think [they] won’t get 
caught because there’s too much 
space, and that is a possibility. But 
we live in a Metroplex where folks 
love their cell phones, and folks will 
call 911 if they see a dangerous driv-
er. Again, we want to remind you 
that those of us in uniform will be 
out there trying to save lives. 

In an effort to inspire people to 
help their friends plan a way to get 
home safely, Valdez reminded at-
tendees that victims and their fam-
ilies struggle with the consequences 
of drunk driving every day.

“In 1981 there was a comedy star-
ring Dudley Moore, called Arthur. 
It portrayed a wealthy alcoholic and 
some of the mischief he got into. It 
was supposed to be a comedy, but 
the reaction of those whose lives 
had been affected by alcohol were 

not amused,” Valdez said. “No one 
wants to be a party pooper, so there-
fore, be responsible. I doubt that we 
can ever stop people from drink-
ing. But I can say that we will stop 
people from driving. Here come the 
holidays. And within it come many 
festive opportunities, food and 
drink. Enjoy your holidays, but plan 
accordingly.

“Have a designated driver, call 
a cab, Uber, a friend or whatever 
it takes. Do whatever is necessary 
to not get on the road when you’re 
drunk. It has been said that a person 
has to hear something new seven 
times before they actually under-
stand it, and we’ve done this time 
and time and time again. Here’s to 
hoping that this is the seventh time 
for many folks out there.”

Executive Director of the North 
Texas Affiliate of Mothers Against 
Drunk Driving (MADD) ,Jason Der-
scheid shared the organization’s re-
cent changes and accomplishments. 

“This year is MADD’s 35th anni-
versary, and a couple of the changes 
we made this year are pretty bold,” 
Derscheid said. “We’ve changed our 
mission statement this year to actu-
ally include the phrase ‘to end drunk 
driving.’ We’ve introduced our first 
tagline: ‘No more victims.’

“Nationwide, we’ve introduced 
the campaign to eliminate drunk 
driving. It’s helped with high visibil-
ity law enforcement, legislative laws 
for drunk drivers and advance vehi-
cle technology.

Drunk driving is 100 percent pre-
ventable. Drunk driving could end 
tomorrow. It’s a bold statement but 
it’s possible, and we ask everybody 

to help us achieve that,” he said.” 
Matt Lundy, a victim of drunk 

driving, shared his story hoping to 
make people understand and tru-
ly see the consequences of driving 
drunk.

In January of 2009, Lundy was 
giving a longtime friend a ride 
home from work in Arlington when 
a female drunk driver crashed into 
them, killing his friend on impact. 
Lundy was in a natural coma for two 
months. After extensive physical 
therapy, Lundy has recovered some 
control of his body, but he relies on 
a wheelchair.

The drunk driver is up for parole 
in the spring of 2018, and Lundy 
plans to be at the parole hearing. 

“She needs to serve the rest of her 
time for the life she took,” Lundy 
said.

DWI
Continued from Page 1

Dallas County Sheriff Lupe Valdez speaks with fellow law enforcement officers following 
the joint DWI press conference.  / Photo by Courtney Ouellette

Las Colinas Medical Center an-
nounced Nov. 17 it has been rec-
ognized as a 2015 Top Performer 
on Key Quality Measures® by The 
Joint Commission, the leading ac-
creditor of health care organizations 
in the United States. 

Las Colinas Medical Center was 
recognized for attaining and sus-
taining excellence in accountabili-
ty measure performance for heart 
attack, pneumonia, surgical care, 
VTE and perinatal care, and is one 
of 1,043 hospitals out of more than 

North Lake College student 
Maleen Kidwela was one of four 
winners in NASA’s “Journey to 
Mars: Achieving Earth Indepen-
dence” contest, earning him $2,500. 
In Kidwela’s winning entry, he and 
Aaron Allaga, his writing partner on 
the 30-page report, detailed how to 
maintain a permanent human pres-
ence on Mars.

Their submission, “Mars Settle-
ment Concepts,” was one of just 
three winners chosen from a field 

Irving ISD volleyball teams con-
tinue their dominance in District 
9-6A. Nimitz, MacArthur and Ir-
ving claimed first, second and third 
place, respectively, in district play. 
Now they have snagged six of the 
seven superlative awards and 21 
spots on all-district teams. The su-
perlative and first-team selections 
are as follows:

Superlatives

Las Colinas Medical Center earns recognition 
3,300 eligible hospitals in the Unit-
ed States to achieve the 2014Top 
Performer distinction.

The Top Performer program rec-
ognizes hospitals for improving 
performance on evidence-based in-
terventions that increase the chanc-
es of healthy outcomes for patients 
with certain conditions, including 
heart attack, heart failure, pneumo-
nia, surgical care, children’s asthma, 
stroke, venous thromboembolism 
and perinatal care, as well as for in-
patient psychiatric services and im-

munizations. 
“Las Colinas Medical Center is 

pleased to receive this recognition 
for the fourth year in a row,” said 
Daniela Decell, Chief Executive Of-
ficer, Las Colinas Medical Center. 
“Staff from across the organization 
continue to work together to devel-
op and implement approaches that 
have the potential to improve care 
for the patients in our community.” 

SOURCE Las Colinas Medical Center

North Lake student earns NASA Prize
of 771 entries worldwide, most of 
which were submitted by graduate 
students. Participants were encour-
aged to consider innovative and cre-
ative elements necessary to main-
tain a permanent human presence 
in deep space.

“Basically, it’s about protecting 
the astronauts from galactic cosmic 
radiation, and also giving them re-
newable oxygen, food, water, and an 
energy source,” Kidwela told NLC’s 
student newspaper, The News-Reg-

Thursday, December 10

ister. “It’s a broad concept, not just 
one idea. The crew wouldn’t need 
resupply; the idea is to achieve Earth 
independence.”

Kidwela’s future plans include 
transferring to a university next fall 
where he’ll pursue his bachelor’s 
degree before eventually working 
towards a master’s degree and doc-
torate. He plans on becoming a seis-
mologist and potentially working for 
NASA.
SOURCE Dallas County Community College 

District

Volleyball players named all-district
Setter of the Year – Stephanie 

Morado, Nimitz
Hitter of the Year – Lizeth Flores, 

Irving
Blocker of the Year – Bre’Ala Box, 

Nimitz
Defensive Player of the Year – 

Alejandra Reyes, MacArthur
Newcomer of the Year – Adyson 

De La Torre, Irving
Coach of the Year – Joy En-

geldinger, Nimitz
First Team All-District
Irving – Alexis Martinez, Saman-

tha Rios
MacArthur - Bianca Umeakuana, 

Cecilia De La Rosa, Priscilla Felicia-
no

Nimitz – Tatiyana Benavides, 
Paloma Orozco, Riley Rodriguez

SOURCE Irving ISD
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UNITY CHURCH
Unity of Irving

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class

11:00 AM Service
& Children’s Church

Reverend Frank Pounders
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-5083

unitychurchofirving.com

Heart of Worship Baptist
2201 W. Shady Grove Rd.

www.howbc.org
Worship: 9 am

Sunday School:10:30 am
Pastor Mike Blalock

214-864-0635

BAPTIST

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third,  75060

972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Chapel
Second and fourth Sundays

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

First Church of Christ, Scientist
2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 75061

972-253-7202
www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-0476

access code 884879
For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

LUTHERAN
Good Shepherd

Lutheran Church
2620 West Grauwyler Rd.

Irving, TX 75061
972-790-2121

www.gslcirving.com
Advent Vespers Wed Evenings
December 2, 9 & 16. 7:00pm

Pastor Bradley T. Carroll

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Belt Line Road

Church of Christ
1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061

1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century
Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Wednesday Worship 7:30 p.m.

972-790-8606 
www.BeltLineChurch.com

Rev. Sara Hardaway, 

WORSHIP
WORSHIP ADS

To list your house of worship in 

the Rambler, please contact 

Laurie at  972-870-1992

 or 

Laurier@ramblernewspapers.net

MOVIE REVIEW

OBITUARIES
DEATH  NOTICES

By Matt Mungle
Synopsis: A drama that explores 

the life of Mother Teresa through 
letters she wrote to her longtime 
friend and spiritual advisor, Father 
Celeste van Exem over a nearly 50-
year period. 

Review: There has been a lot writ-
ten about Mother Teresa but The 
Letters is the most intimate by far. 
Documentaries are able to lay out 
the facts and share actual footage, 
but a drama allows the story to move 
and breathe at a more gentle pace.  
The film starts with a commit-
tee discussing the canonization of 
Mother Teresa (Juliet Stevenson). 
There is concern about a group 
of letters written by her that tell 
of her struggles and moments of 
self-doubt. Then begins the story 
of her journey from early teach-
ings at a convent to her lifelong 
devotion to the poor of Calcutta.  

Film brings struggles of 
modern-day hero to life

The intriguing part of The Letters 
is that it focuses a lot on the obsta-
cles she overcame trying to follow 
her calling. Many may think it was 
a simple process. Here was this 
well respected teacher who decid-
ed to reach out and help the poor 
around her. Seems like the church 
and local governments would ap-
plaud her. But as with many worth-
while endeavors the path was not an 
easy one. Red tape and opposition 
from the Catholic Church was one 
of the biggest hurdles. It is encour-
aging to watch her face each one 
with the same outward unwavering 
faith and determination, all while 
inwardly questioning so much.  
Mother Teresa was not only an aide 
to the poor in India, but an inspira-
tion to all those around her. Many 
young women discovered a renewed 

See LETTERS, Page 8

Arrangements by
Chism-Smith Funeral Home

972-259-7644

Phuc Nguyen
Dec. 27, 1928 - Nov. 28, 2015

Irma G. Callejas
Aug. 25, 1928 - Nov. 28, 2015

Evelyn Pauline Simmel
May 23, 1920 - Nov. 26, 2015

Richard Steele Dowd 
May 26, 1942 - Nov. 28, 2015

Arrangements by
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home 

972-579-1313 

Norma Ruth (Hornsby) Davis
Oct. 13, 1926 - Nov. 21, 2015

Amber Trobaugh
Sep. 18, 1982 - Nov. 21, 2015

Arthur F. “Buddy” Ostermayer
Aug. 20, 1940 - Nov. 21, 2015

Joyce Diggs Hudson
Dec. 23, 1937 - Nov. 21, 2015

Albert P. Dirla, Sr.
Oct. 19, 1937 - Nov. 22, 2015

Charles “Charlie” Julian
Dec. 2, 1929 - Nov. 23, 2015

Evelyn Sue Fowler
Mar. 1, 1936 - Nov. 29, 2015

Paul Castillo
Apr. 9, 1969 - Nov. 30, 2015

Arrangements by
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home

 972-254-4242

Robert Claire Smith
Mar. 27, 1920 - Nov. 26, 2015

Charlie Keith Oden
Nov. 23, 1918 - Nov. 26, 2015

Keep Irving Beautiful (KIB) part-
nered with the Irving Independent 
School District and the City of Irving 
Parks Department for the seventh 
year in an Arbor Day celebration to 
honor a school for their outstanding 
paper recycling efforts during the 
2014-5 school year. 

This year’s winner was Sally B. 
Elliott Elementary, which collect-
ed 35,551 pounds of paper in their 
campus recycling bins, for an av-
erage of 50.5 pounds per student. 
On Friday, Nov. 13, students and 
teachers gathered for an assembly 
outside the school near the two new 
red oak trees that had been plant-
ed earlier in the week by the Parks 
Department. Numerous dignitaries 
were present, including members of 
the Irving City Council and the Tree 
Board, to recognize the school for its 
accomplishment. Councilman Allan 
Meagher read the mayoral procla-
mation which had been presented 

KIB attends Arbor Day 
celebration at school

at the previous night’s council meet-
ing, and KIB Board President Jim 
Scrivner presented a glass trophy 
to the school’s principal, Sheila Per-
agine. At the close of the event, stu-
dents enjoyed meeting KIB mascot 
Kirby and Smokey the Bear.

Scott Wilson, the city’s Tree Board 
President, was one of the speakers at 
the event. 

“The school Arbor Day celebra-
tion began in 2009 as part of Irving 
becoming a Tree City USA and has 
been something we all look forward 
to each year,” Wilson said. “Sally B. 
Elliott was the very first school to 
win the honor of hosting the Arbor 
Day event, and now they are the first 
repeat winner. Making the connec-
tion between recycling paper and 
saving trees really makes an impact 
on the students, and they are justi-
fiably proud of their accomplish-
ments.” 

SOURCE Keep Irving Beautiful 
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By Sarah Bays
Most of us were not anywhere 

near Dealey Plaza in Dallas when 
President John F. Kennedy was as-
sassinated, but many Americans, 
especially North Texans, are still 
touched deeply by the tragedy now 
52 years past.

The third annual JFK Assassina-
tion Conference, held the weekend 
before Thanksgiving at the Crowne 
Plaza Hotel near the site of the kill-
ing, played out theories and possi-
bilities as to why the 35th President 
of the United States was slain. 

James Jenkins was a student phy-
sician at the morgue at Bethesda 
Naval Hospital and was present at 
the Kennedy autopsy. He was part of 
a panel at the conference and does 
not think the official autopsy photos 
were taken at the morgue.

“Take those photos with a grain of 
salt,” Jenkins said. “Something hap-
pened with the body between Dallas 
and when we got it, but it was not 
done in the morgue that we were in 
that night.”

Jenkins said he believes the au-
topsy was directed by an upper level 
military commander, Rear Admiral 
General Gregory Burkley. 

“If Dr. Burkley had not been 
there, the autopsy would have been 
a regular, normal autopsy,” he said. 

Instead, lead physician Dr. James 
J. Humes seemed to be taking or-
ders from Burkley throughout the 
examination of Kennedy’s body. 

Hubert Clark served in the Navy 
at the time of the assassination. He 
helped carry Kennedy’s body into 
the Bethesda morgue and then to 
Arlington Cemetery. 

Clark recounted his experience, 
including observing multiple cas-
kets used for the fallen president 
throughout the ordeal. Years later, 
he would recall how he felt seeing 
Dealey Plaza for the first time.

“I was taken aback by the prox-
imity of how close everything was,” 
Clark said. “I’m speechless.” 

He also recalled that at the time 
the casket was being transported off 
an elevated truck, General Godfrey 
McHugh was especially enthusias-
tic about staying close to Kennedy’s 
casket, nearly shoving other military 
pall bearers away from it. 

“He said, ‘This is my Commander 
in Chief,’ and then moved the other 
men away,” Clark said.

He also recalled that McHugh 
“was a very angry person that night.” 

Clark said McHugh recounted 
a story to others later about Jackie 
Kennedy wanting to stay near her 

JFK Assassination Conference explores Dealey Plaza happenings
husband’s remains on Air Force One 
as the plane flew from Dallas back to 
Washington, D.C. 

“She was summoned up to the 
front,” Clark said. “President John-
son was insistent that she be there, 
but she really wanted to stay with 
the remains. 

“It was almost as though he want-
ed to project some legitimacy to 
what was taking place,” he said.

The conference is hosted by Ju-
dyth Vary Baker, the former girl-
friend of Lee Harvey Oswald. She 
had a relationship with him when 
Oswald lived in New Orleans. Oth-

er speakers included Barr McClel-
lan, Roger Stone and many other 
authors who have researched and 
written about the assassination. 

The goal of the conference is to 
discover new information about 
what happened to JFK in Dallas 
back in 1963. Topics included Pres-
ident Lyndon B. Johnson’s possible 
role in the crime and cover-up, and 
the theory that some involved in the 
assassination used cancer as a weap-
on to silence witnesses. It also ex-
plored Oswald’s possible innocence 
and the theory of the “Deep State” 
being involved in the incident.

Hubert Clark, William Law and James Jenkins speak about JFK’s autopsy and the events 
immediately after the president’s assassination in Dallas. / Photo by Sarah Bays 

passion and desire to serve under 
her wing. Her soft spoken demeanor 
and open heart were infectious. But 
what beats the loudest is her com-
passion for souls. Not to convert 
but to comfort. This is not a woman 
with an agenda or screaming a dog-
matic rant. Her directive was love. 
Stevenson is perfect in her por-
trayal of Mother Teresa. The way 
she carries herself both in body 
motions and soft facial expres-
sion encompasses the stature of 
this amazing woman. She delivers 
each line with the balance of con-
viction and determination. Even 
in her moments of doubt, there is 
the underlying understanding that 
is not her will being carried out.  
The film is written and direct-
ed by William Riead who uses 
the streets of India as a canvas of 
despair. You can sense the isola-
tion that Mother Teresa must have 
felt as she looked out of her convent 
windows to the people below. The 
set design and cinematography is a 
portal to a different time and place. 
This draws you into the story and 
solidifies the person of Mother Te-
resa. 

The Letters is rated PG for the-
matic material including some im-
ages of human suffering. It is safe 
for the whole family, but the story 
and dramatic material are intend-
ed for those older. Young viewers 
would certainly be encouraged and 
enlightened by the story but would 
find the pacing and dialogue too 
slow. A must see for those who like 
to engage with non-fictional charac-
ters. 

I give it 4 out of 5 pope mobiles. 
What I thought was going to be a re-
gurgitation of everything I have seen 
and read in the past turned out to be 
a very thought proving and interest-
ing story of a well-known figure.
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