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By Fredy Gonzales
The City of Irving hosted a Town 

Hall meeting at the Cimarron Rec-
reational Center on Aug. 17. Topics 
of discussion included updates from 
the police, fire, traffic and transpor-
tation, library services, and solid 
waste services departments.

Police Chief Larry Boyd discussed 
the history of crime in the city, and 
the success of the Irving Police De-
partment in reducing crime for the 
past 11-years through 2015. Howev-
er, 2016 has presented the city with 
a recent spike in crime from 6,700 
offenders in one year, to 7,000 of-
fenders. Recent crime challenges 
have arisen mainly from robberies, 
burglaries, and car burglaries. 

Irving Fire Department Battalion 
Chief Rich Stewart discussed plans 
and costs for the city’s newest fire 
station. 

“Fire station No. 12 is a 12,000 
sq. foot facility with approximate-
ly 5,000 sq. ft. of living area; and 

By Matthew Pedersen
The Irving Community Television 

Network, ICTN, has been serving 
the city of Irving for 35 years, pro-
viding hard hitting local news and 
special coverage on local events. 
From city council meetings to high 
school sports games, ICTN has be-
come Irving’s award winning source 
for news and entertainment. That 
being said, a recent string of bud-
get cuts directed towards ICTN has 
motivated many Irving residents to 
speak out, going so far as to create 
petitions in the hopes of preventing 
any further changes to the television 
network’s funding.

One petition has the backing of 
prominent businessman Leo Hull, 
who has long been a vocal support-

By Matthew Pedersen
In a bold move to expand their 

campus and broaden the services 
they provide to students, the Univer-
sity of Dallas held a groundbreaking 
ceremony for a new administration 
building. The building, which is 
promised to be a student-focused 
center that will eventually serve as 
the new “front door” of the campus, 
is projected to cost $15 million dol-
lars and is estimated to be complet-
ed in early 2018.

The groundbreaking ceremony, 

The Irving Police Department is 
investigating a homicide that oc-
curred on Saturday, Aug. 27, in the 
300 block of W. Cason Street. 

At approximately 11:10 p.m. of-
ficers responded to a shooting call 
and located the victim, Jared An-
drew Thomas (22 years-of-age), 
suffering from a gunshot wound. A 
female acquaintance told officers 
that Thomas had been shot during 
an attempted robbery. Thomas was 
transported to Parkland Hospital, 
but he did not survive. 

The investigation revealed that 
Thomas and his acquaintance were 
in the area to make an illicit drug 
purchase. Both were approached 
by three suspects who began to rob 

er and viewer of ICTN and its pro-
grams.

“It’s our understanding that the 
city budget coming up is going to be 
a budget in which they plan to ad-
ditionally cut funding for ICTN, and 
ICTN is many of the community’s 
only link to City Hall,” Hull said. “If 
they defund ICTN then many, many 
citizens in our community will no 
longer have access to city council 
meetings, zoning commission meet-
ings, and to all of the things going on 
within the city.

“Apparently, the previous city 
manager took it upon himself to 
begin the disassembly of ICTN, and 
the current city manager is current-
ly following in his footsteps. We’re 
going to do everything that we can 

to see that that does not happen,” he 
said.

Hull also spoke about how the re-
cent budget cuts threatened the very 
existence of the local news station, 
and that its loss would be felt by the 
citizens and businesses in Irving.

“I think it’s a big disservice to 
the citizens of Irving,” Hull said. 
“ICTN does many things. It covers 
school events and sporting events. It 
should cover all of the major events 
in the city of Irving. That was its 
original purpose. The citizens of Ir-
ving deserve that television station. 
That television station is one of the 
greatest advertising assets the City 
of Irving has, and it’s being disas-

Citizens petition against budget 
cuts damaging ICTN's quality

Police investigate murder
them because of a past grievance. 
During the robbery attempt, Thom-
as fought with one of the suspects 
and was shot. 

Detectives identified and arrested 
three suspects in connection with 
the robbery and shooting. They are 
Paul Alvear (24 years-of-age), Lar-
ry Adam Guerra (21 years-of-age) 
and Juan Antonio Rico (22 years-
of-age). All three suspects are cur-
rently in the Irving Jail on a charge 
of Capital Murder. Two additional 
persons were arrested in connec-
tion with the case; however, charges 
were dropped after the investigation 
revealed they were not directly in-
volved in the offense.

SOURCE Irving Police Department

Paul AlvearLarry Adam Guerra Juan Antonio Rico

Town Hall meeting updates 
citizens on city services

7,000 sq. ft. for the remaining build-
ing and a cost projection of about $4 
million,” Stewart said. “It is to house 
a one-hundred foot ladder truck fire 
engine. Some of the benefits of hav-
ing the fire station, are of course, our 
service, but also giving tours and in-
volving ourselves with career day at 
the local schools. 

“A great benefit to the city is that 

this fire station will be closer to dis-
trict six. Since we will be here you 
will always be welcome to ask us to 
check your home safety, and we also 
offer instructs on how to use fire ex-
tinguishers. 

“Fire Station 12 will be located on 
the south service road of Interstate 

University of Dallas breaks ground on signature building
held on Tuesday, Aug. 23, saw a 
large gathering of faculty, current 
students, and alumni eager to see 
work begin on the University’s lat-
est undertaking. The planned layout 
of the building is ambitious, being 
comprised of three floors with a 
38,000 square foot interior. Not 
only will the completed building 
have a variety of classrooms avail-
able, the entire first floor will be de-
signed to serve as a “main street” for 
students, containing financial aid, 
registration, student accounts, and 

student employment services in one 
convenient area.

University of Dallas President 
Thomas W. Keefe foresees this 
building becoming the iconic cam-
pus building for the university.

“The University of Notre Dame 
has the Main Building with its fa-
mous golden dome,” Keefe said. 
“Harvard has Memorial Hall just off 
Harvard Yard. Each great campus 
has an iconic building that holds 
special significance to all who pass 
through its gates. Our student ser-

vices and administration building 
will immediately serve as our cam-
pus’ new front door and one day 
widely symbolize all that is the Uni-
versity of Dallas.” 

Among those participating in 
the groundbreaking ceremony’s 
speeches was Irving Mayor Beth 
Van Duyne, who spoke about how 
the University of Dallas is vital to the 
economic health of the surrounding 

See GROUNDBREAKING Page 6

See TOWN HALL Page 5

Flames shoot high at Lone Star Park
BalloonaPalooza! was held at Lone Star Park in Grand Prairie from August 26 – 28. 
In addition to the carnival rides, arts and crafts vendors, food, and music, people 
were hoping to see a variety of hot air balloons inflated and lit from within by the 
furnace flames while tethered to the ground, a visual delight which is known as a 
balloon glow. However, due to high winds on Sunday night, a balloon glow was not 
possible, so balloon pilots entertained the crowd by performing a candlestick glow. 
/Photo by John Starkey
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Fighting Autoimmunity 5k 
September 3, 8 a.m.
The city of Coppell will host its second 
annual fundraiser event entitled “Compete 
Every Day Fighting Autoimmunity 5k” at 
the Ivy Montessori, located at 109 Natches 
Trace, beginning at 8:00 am with a one-mile 
fun run and at 8:30 am for the 5k race. After 
seeing great success in raising $11,000 
from its inaugural event, the city of Coppell 
along with its residents continue to create 
awareness of autoimmune disease, which 
affects over 23 million Americans who live 
with one of its 100 diseases. Similar to last 
year’s fundraising efforts, the race proceeds 
will once again benefit UT Southwestern 
research group, CONQUER, as well as The 
Children’s Alopecia Project (CAP).

Blood Drive
September 3, noon - 6 PM
Irving Masonic Lodge will sponsor a blood 
drive with Carter Blood Care. The Carter 
Blood Care vehicle will be parked at the 
Irving Mall south entrance near Los Lupes 
Restaurant.
Unless otherwise designated, all blood will be 

recorded as being designated for the Dallas 
Scottish Rite Hospital for Children.

Irving Heritage House
September 4, 3pm-5pm
In honor of the 1936 wedding of Charles 
and Catherine Schulze, Catherine’s wed-
ding gown and bridesmaids’ dresses will be 
featured in the bridal gown display during the 
monthly Heritage House tour on Sept 4. The 
Irving Heritage House will be open for tours 
Sunday with docent led tours at 3pm and 

4pm. Admission is free. Bridal gowns dating 
from the 1880s to a mid-century informal 
gown from the 1950s will also be displayed. 
Located at 303 South O’Connor, the Heritage 
House was built in 1912 by C. P. Schulze, 
brother of one of Irving’s co-founders. This 
restored pioneer home has been designated 
as a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark.  
For more information visit www.irvingheri-
tage.com or call 972-252-3838. Group tours 
may also be arranged at alternate times.

Public Hearing on City Budget
September 8, 7 p.m.,
Residents can view the FY 2016-17 Pro-
posed Budget. The Irving City Council held 
its annual budget retreat on Aug. 25-26. 
Residents can watch the retreat online at 
cityofirving.org, or on AT&T U-verse Chan-
nel 99, Charter Communications Channel 
95, Frontier Channel 31 and ICTN.TV. 
In addition, the city will hold public hearings 
related to the adoption of the FY 2016-17 
budget and tax rate. Public hearings will be 
held in the City Council Chambers at Irving 
City Hall, 825 W Irving Blvd. 

Greater Irving Republican Club invites you to 
hear Club President Ross Owen on Sept 16th 

at:
Spring Creek BBQ 3514 W. Airport Fwy.

For more information call Margaret Lopez 214-402-8000

-------CALLING ALL REPUBLICANS-------

-------------
‘’The ANATOMY OF TYRANNY’’

FIVE STEPS TO UNLIMITED GOVERNMENT 
AND WHAT WE CAN DO TO RETURN TO 
IT’S PROPER LIMITED ROLE.

Irving Police Chief, Larry Boyd, 
recently announced he will retire at 
the end of this year. Having led the 
department since 2004, Boyd has 
charted a 12-year course of crime re-
duction in Irving through increased 
community outreach, intensified fo-
cus on high crime areas and interde-
partmental teamwork.

“It has been an honor to serve the 
City of Irving and to have worked 
with so many wonderful men and 
women in the department,” Boyd 
said. “I am proud of our accomplish-
ments and am confident the values 
we have instilled will carry forward.”

Chief Boyd joined the Irving Po-
lice Department in 1980, where 
he spent his rookie year. He then 
worked for the Arlington Police De-
partment for 22 years before return-
ing to Irving. 

“For twelve years, Chief Boyd has 
been a rock of stability and profes-
sionalism for the Irving Police De-
partment, our communities, and 
the City of Irving,” Mayor Beth Van 
Duyne said. “He has managed the 
law enforcement needs of our city 
with honor, dignity, and grace. Chief 
Boyd exemplifies the combina-
tion of strong moral character and 
kind-hearted servant leadership we 
are blessed to see throughout the 
ranks of our Irving Police Depart-
ment. It has been a true privilege to 
be able to rely on his counsel, wis-
dom, and steadying hand, even un-
der difficult circumstances. 

“I know I can say with complete 
certitude that the Chief has the most 
heartfelt gratitude from the citizens 
of Irving for his selfless devotion 
in leading our officers and work-
ing to truly protect and serve our 
diverse communities. While Chief 
Boyd will be dearly missed, I am 
ever-so-thankful that our city was 
blessed by his presence for these 
past twelve years,” she said.

Through Boyd’s tenure, he has 
launched multiple initiatives, in-
cluding:

Public Safety Digital Radio Sys-
tem

The Patrol Body Camera Program
Patrol Problem Solving Team
Coffee with a Cop

Department’s Fitness Incentive 
Program

Crime Information Center.
“Chief Boyd has done an excellent 

job leading his department, and is 
a consummate professional,” City 
Manager Chris Hillman said. “His 
strengths are many. He understood 
the value of building relationships 
throughout the community, while 
simultaneously working to ensure 
his department had the tools and 
knowledge required to work in a 
business that is becoming increas-
ingly challenging. The department 
he leaves is trained, equipped and 
prepared.”

The city of Irving is launching a 
national search for its next police 
chief and has hired executive re-
cruitment firm, Strategic Govern-
ment Resources, to lead the effort. 
SOURCE City of Irving

Irving Chief of Police to retire
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Bocephus
What's up? They call me Bocephus. I'm about 2 years old, and was 
brought in from another shelter. I'm exactly what you would expect in 
a retriever. I am an active, friendly, happy boy. I love to run and play. 
I love playing in water. I love meeting new people. I also know some 
commands. I'm saving up energy, just waiting to learn to play catch, 

Nev
Good day, fine feline 'ficianados! 
This is Nev here. I'm 6 years old and 
I would love to spend some time 
talking to you. I keep my conversa-
tions short and sweet, but effective. 

You may be wondering about the name. There could be two explana-
tions: 1) its origin is Celtic meaning "little saint" or 2) I'm named after 
the guy from "Catfish" which is kind of funny because, um, the word cat 
is in the name of the movie. I, however, prefer the first one. I am pretty 
saint-like and I promise that, with me, you get what you see.. 

and so many other commands, and maybe some tricks 
also. So come on by, and let's get this next chapter start-
ed. I'm here. I'm ready. Let's meet. Did I mention that I 
like water? I REALLY like water. 

sembled. I’m not in favor of that at 
all.” 

Susan Rose, Communications Di-
rector for the City of Irving, shared 
details about the planned budget 
cuts, and how many in the city gov-
ernment do not view the budget 
adjustments as a threat to the life of 
ICTN.

“One ICTN intern position was 
moved to assist with the website and 
print publications,” Rose said. “The 
total net reduction is approximately 
$70,000 in the ICTN budget. This 
includes the position transfer, as 
well as reductions in utility costs 
and reduction in various line items 
to be more in line with actual annual 
spending.” 

Rose also talked about how the 
steady increase in online news 
sources has given the residents of 
Irving more options for keeping in-
formed with city policy making. 

“ICTN was founded in 1981,” she 
said. “Since then, many new com-
munications channels have come 
into existence, including websites, 
Facebook, and Twitter. Residents 
choose the channel most relevant to 
them, so communications works to 
leverage all channels to ensure Ir-
ving’s entire resident population is 
informed.”

Online news outlets services only 
function because of the existence of 
local newspaper, and television net-
works like ICTN.

“That is [the city government’s] 
analysis, because their analysis is 
designed in such a manner as to de-
fund ICTN,” Hull said. “I have one 
basic question for those folks, if they 
defund ICTN then who is going to go 
get the story to broadcast on Face-
book, and the other stories that need 
to broadcast? Who is going to go do 
it if they defund ICTN? ICTN should 
be funded to its full extent.”

Sponsorship programs could help 
provide additional funding to ICTN.

“According to their charter, ICTN 
is allowed to sell sponsorships for 
programs, and they ceased doing 
that a few years ago,” Hull said. “I 
would really like to know why they 
ceased seeking out sponsors for 
their programs.”

A copy of Leo Hull’s petition, 
as well as several others related to 
the ICTN budget cuts, have been 
reviewed.  City Councilman Oscar 
Ward, agrees that sponsorship pro-
grams could help be a solution to 
ICTN’s budget woes.

“For ICTN, my personal feeling 
is that it is such a valuable asset 
that the city has,” Ward said. “We 
certainly need to maintain it. Their 
present level of employment is going 
to stay the same, but what I’d like to 
see restored on ICTN is sponsorship. 
If you have sponsorships running at 
the beginning of a program, say this 
program is sponsored by, that is one 

way to increase funding for ICTN.”
Councilman Ward also expressed 

interest in expanding ICTN through 
resurrecting their Advisory Board, 
which he feels strengthens the con-
nection between ICTN and the citi-
zens it serves.

“The other issue I believe the pe-
tition speaks to, and I’m in favor 
of this, they used to have an ICTN 
Advisory Board [consisting of] pri-
vate citizens. So they would have the 
board that would advise ICTN about 
programming and special events 
when they come up. I would like to 
see ICTN Advisory Board restored,” 
he said.

By Adam Stephens
Irving native and director, Jim 

DeVault, is currently working on 
his seventh feature film, Azteq vs. 
The Prowler of the Lonely Woods. 
The cast of the film features sever-
al wrestlers, including Mike Knox, 
Darwolf PJ Black, Franco D’Ange-
lo, Michael Tarver, Tanga Loa, Guy 
Atticus, and local luchadore, Aski 
Palomino. Some of the film’s scenes 
were shot in Irving; in particular, 
three scenes were shot in the dense-
ly wooded area of Fritz Park. 

Azteq is largely done in the tra-
dition of the Lucha film genre that 
was popular in the 60’s. A Mexican 
wrestler known as El Santo became 
popular enough that he launched a 
series of comics and feature films 
that lasted until his retirement in 
the 80’s. Similar films featuring oth-
er wrestlers were also made in that 
time period. The movies could be 
made quickly and cheaply, and they 
were known for being fun, escap-
ist fantasy. In 2014, writer Rober-
to Mercado created a comic about 
a masked wrestler and sent the 
screenplay to DeVault.

“The film we’re making now is 
sort of a throwback to the old style 
of luchadore films, only more up-to-
date,” DeVault said. “There’s also a 

bit of a modern horror movie film 
with the hero facing a crazed, mani-
acal slasher. Our major audience is 
wrestling fans in general, particular-
ly luchadore fans and fans of those 
old movies.” 

DeVault lives near Fritz Park, and 
his familiarity with the area inspired 
him to use the park for the film. 
There are several deeply wooded ar-
eas and trails in the park that many 
Irving residents are not aware exist. 
Several scenes were shot along those 
trails, and one scene was shot along 
the bank of the creek.

“One of the advantages of shoot-
ing in that area is that it’s a lot cooler, 
since we were shooting in the sum-
mertime on days where it could get 
above 100 degrees,” DeVault said. 
“Knox really had it worse than a lot 
of us, since he was running around 
in coveralls, gloves, and a mask, and 
he had to tough it out.”

Shooting was also held in loca-
tions throughout Sherman. In ad-
dition to the aforementioned actors, 
other wrestlers are part of the film’s 
cast. Chanel Ryan, an actress from 
Los Angeles who has appeared in 
other horror genre films, is also part 
of the cast.

“These are good people to work 

with,” DeVault said. “In person, 
wrestlers are generally nothing like 
they are in the ring, where they’re 
playing their characters. They’re 
essentially already actors. Knox, for 
example, is a terror in the ring, but 
in real life, he’s one of the friendliest 
guys you could ever meet. In gener-
al, they’re all really friendly, profes-
sional, talented actors.

Azteq vs. The Prowler of the 
Lonely Woods is expected to be re-
leased on DVD by the end of 2016 or 
in 2017. There is currently a fund-
raising effort for the film being held 
through Indiegogo with enticements 
such as autographs and DVD copies.

“We have tried to stay with the 
original formulas of the old Lucha 
films, again, with some updating,” 
actress Nicole Holt said. “We feel 
like we have something special here 
that will be unique among indepen-
dent films, and hopefully will spark 
that interest in a younger generation 
of film-watchers. The screenplay 
is, as with the 60’s films, based on 
a comic book—or graphic novel, if 
you prefer. It’s like traveling back 
fifty years to a more fun, even more 
innocent time, and we look forward 
to bringing the past and present to-
gether in this entertaining way.”

Local director creates luchadore film
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American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Buttons & Bows Square 

& Round Dance Club 
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
DFW Scroller Saw Club

Last Saturday of each month
9:30 AM to 11:30 AM

Georgia Farrow Rec Center 530 Davis St.
www.dfwscrollers.net / 214-995-9270

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thursday of the month 

7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain

www.irvingarc.org
Irving AMBUCS

Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.
at Spring Creek BBQ

 Irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Second Tuesday each month @ 7:30 P.M.

132 E. Second St. Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm 
IHOP on Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Chateau on Wildbriar Lake

1515 Hard Rock Road
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS

* It was beloved American author Mark 
Twain who made the following sage 
observation: “A successful book is not made 
of what is in it, but of what is left out of it.”

* If you’re a cat lover who also enjoys 
imbibing alcohol from time to time, you 
might want to take note of this bit of 
international news: A Japanese company 
called B&H Lifes has come out with a new 
product. Nyan Nyan Nouveau is a wine 
made especially for the feline palate. The 
wine doesn’t actually contain any alcohol, 
though; it’s a mixture of catnip and the juice 
of cabernet grapes. (Note of interest: “Nyan” 
is the Japanese equivalent of “meow.”)

* In American folklore, it’s Johnny Appleseed who is credited 
with sowing apple trees across the nation. In reality, though, 
much of the credit can go to the pioneers’ craving for hard 
cider.Ê

* In February, a mattress company conducted a survey of 
390 Americans (hardly a comprehensive sample, of course) 
to determine consumers’ attitudes toward sleep around 
Valentine’s Day. Interestingly, fully half of the respondents 
said that they’d rather have a good night’s sleep than be the 
recipient of a romantic gesture on what is generally regarded 
as the most romantic day of the year. And 64 percent said they 
cared more about getting at least 8 hours of sleep every night 
than they did about finding a life partner.

* Those who study such things say that when male and female 
puppies play fight, the males will sometimes let the females win 
in order to get to know them better.

1. THEATER: The song “You’ll Never Walk 
Alone” comes from which musical?
2. ANATOMY: What is the most abundant 
mineral in the body?
3. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which president 

said, “The ballot is stronger than the bullet”?
4. LITERATURE: What was the name of Sherlock Holmes’ 
housekeeper?
5. TELEVISION: What was Beaver Cleaver’s real first name in the 
show “Leave It to Beaver”?
6. COMICS: What is the name of the pet duck in the “Hagar the 
Horrible” comic strip?
7. ASTRONOMY: What is the nearest star to Earth, aside from our 
Sun?
8. GEOGRAPHY: Which one of the five Great Lakes lies entirely within 
the United States?
9. GAMES: What game’s coin-operated version debuted in 1931?
10. MEASUREMENTS: How many bits are in a byte?

Answers
1. “Carousel”
2. Calcium
3. Abraham Lincoln
4. Mrs. Hudson
5. Theodore
6. Kvack
7. Proxima Centauri
8. Michigan
9. Pinball
10. 8
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WORSHIP
UNITY CHURCH
Unity of Irving

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class

11:00 AM Service
& Children’s Church

Reverend Frank Pounders
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-5083

unitychurchofirving.com

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third,  75060

972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Chapel
Second and fourth Sundays

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
First Church of Christ, Scientist

2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 75061
972-253-7202

www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-0476

access code 884879
For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.
972-790-8606 

www.BeltLineChurch.com Rambler
Subscribe 

to the  

DEATH NOTICES

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

Mildred Lillian Buchanan
1/26/1931 – 8/29/2016

lia) from 1943 through 1946 during 
WWII, where she met her husband 
Phillip. On October 3, 1945 she and 
Phillip married and thence came to 
the United States via boat, arriving 
in Los Angeles, California in June of 
1946. They initially settled in Kansas 
City, Kansas where she worked as a 
secretary in a physician’s office while 
Phil attended school; after they relo-
cated to Topeka, Kansas where they 
stayed for 11 years and were bless-
ed to adopt their 2 wonderful chil-
dren. In 1968 she and Phillip made 
the decision to make Irving their 
home, where they finished raising 
their children; and in the late 70’s, 
began her lifelong career as a real 
estate agent. Laurel was a member 

(972) 870-1992 
laurier@ramblernewspapers.netOBITUARIES

of Irving North Christian Church, 
where she attended faithfully. She 
is preceded in death by her hus-
band of 57 years, Phillip E. Farmer, 
daughter Pamela Lou Burton and 
four brothers. Left to cherish her 
memory is son Paul Thomas Farm-
er and wife Patricia; five grandchil-
dren; eight great grandchildren; 
numerous nieces and nephews in 
the States and Australia including 
niece Jules Steger. Visitation will be 
held at Brown’s Memorial Funeral 
Home on Tuesday, September 6, 
2016 between 6:00 and 8:00 pm. 
A funeral service will be held 10:30 
am, Wednesday, September 7, 2016 
at Irving North Christian Church 
with Reverend Chris Carathers of-
ficiating. Interment will be held 
12:30 pm the same day at Dallas 
Fort Worth National Cemetery. The 
family request memorials to Irving 
North Christian Church online at 
https://www.igivehere.org/INCC

Laurel E.H Farmer

CLASSIFIEDS
LEGALS

EVENT HALL 
RENTALS

IRVING ELKS LODGE #2334
2015 N. BRITAIN RD.

IRVING, TX 75061
PLEASE CALL
(972) 579-0005

FOR MORE INFORMATION.
SEATING FOR UP TO 230

PEOPLE, FULL SERVICE BAR.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS – PROPOSED ZONING 
CHANGES 

CITY OF IRVING CITY COUNCIL

Public hearings are held to consider applications for 
amendments to the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance and 
the Official Zoning Map of the City of Irving, Texas for the 
properties described herein:

LOCATION, DATES & TIMES OF PUBLIC HEARINGS:
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., 
Irving, Texas
City Council: Thursday, September 22, 2016, 7 p.m.

ZONING CASE ZC15-0091:  Approximately 0.09 acres 
located at 6761 N. MacArthur Blvd #150.  The request is to 
rezone the property from PUD (Planned Unit Development) 
for C-C (Community Commercial) uses to PUD (Planned 
Unit Development) for S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) for R-AB 
(Restaurant with the Accessory Use of the Sale of Alcoholic 
Beverages for On-Premises Consumption) uses to allow the 
sale of alcoholic beverages in a restaurant.

ZONING CASE ZC15-0095:  Approx. 3.9 acres located at 
315 E. Airport Freeway.  The request is to rezone the property 
from S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for FWY (Freeway) 
uses including Custodian and Security Residences to S-P-
1 (Detailed Site Plan) for FWY (Freeway) uses including 
Custodian and Security Residences and Daycare uses to add 
daycare uses to an existing development.
 
ZONING CASE ZC16-0034:  Approx. 1.52 acres located at 
1717 W. Irving Blvd.  The request is to rezone the property 
from S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) for Assisted Living Facility uses 
to S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) for C-O (Commercial Office) and 
Senior Independent Living Facility uses to allow a new senior 
independent living facility.

ZONING CASE ZC16-0056 – Approx. 1.37 acres located at 
1319 N. Irving Heights Drive. The request is to rezone the 
property from R-7.5 (Single Family) district uses to S-P-2 
(Generalized Site Plan) for R-7.5 (Single Family) and Guest 
Quarters uses to allow for an accessory dwelling unit.

ZONING CASE ZC16-0065 – Approx. 4.37 acres located 
at the northeast corner of Promenade Parkway and W. Las 
Colinas Blvd. The request is to rezone the property from S-P-1 
(Detailed Site Plan) for R-AB (Restaurant with the Accessory 
Use of the Sale of Alcoholic Beverages for On-Premises 
Consumption) and Hotel uses to S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) 
for R-AB (Restaurant with the Accessory Use of the Sale of 
Alcoholic Beverages for On-Premises Consumption) and Hotel 
uses to allow the development of a new hotel and restaurant 
with alcoholic beverage sales. 
 
All interested persons are encouraged to attend the public 
hearings and express their opinions on the zoning change 
request.  Written response for the record may also be submitted 
to: 

City of Irving – Planning & Community Development Dept., 
825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, TX 75060

The applications are on file for public review in the Planning 
& Community Development Dept. at the address listed above 
during normal business hours. For additional information, 
please contact the Department at 972-721-2424. Please 
reference the case number when requesting information.

This facility is wheelchair accessible. Accessible parking 
spaces are available. Requests for interpretation services or 
assistive hearing devices must be made 48 hours prior to the 
meeting. Contact the City Secretary’s Office at (972) 721-2493 
for assistance.

Effective October 1, 2016 Ryan Gilligan, 
MD and Val Fernandes, MD will no longer 
be practicing with Southwest Pulmonary 
Associates, LLP.  
For patient records please contact our of-
fice at this location 2001 N. MacArthur Blvd. 
Suite 450 Irving Texas, TX 75061 ph: 972-
259-1047.
Effective October 1, 2016 Richard Hazen, 
MD will no longer be practicing with South-
west Pulmonary Associates, LLP.  
For patient records please contact our of-
fice at this location 1600 W. College St., 
Suite 640 Grapevine, TX 76051 ph: 817-

RENTALS

tralia on Decem-
ber 12, 1920 to 
Fredrick Henry 
and Anna Marie 
Steger. Laurel 
served in the Unit-
ed States Army 
E x p e d i t i o n a r y 
Forces (Austra-

Laurel E.H Farmer, age 95, died 
Sunday, August 28, 2016. She was 
born in Oakey, Queensland, Aus-

eral and state money for brand new 
roads.  

Christine Dobson, Director of the 
Irving Public Library, spoke about 
some of the library’s newest fea-
tures.

“We now have excellent new 
services like Hoopla, which allows 
you to read, download and listen to 
books and music online,” Dobson 
said. “We also now have Flipster, 
which allows you to read magazines. 

“We also have a service which of-
fers over 250,000 free online class-
es offering classes in management, 
computer coding. 

“And if you need an incentive to 
read, the September issue of the 
National Journal of Social Sciences 
determined that people who read 
books tend to live two years longer,” 
she said.

Irving’s Solid Waste Services di-
rector Brenda Haney discussed 
the need for the cooperation of 
citizens in the weekly collection 
of trash. 

“[Solid Waste Services] want-
ed to make sure we could sustain 
this highly regarded service in the 
future,” Haney said. “We looked at 
different options, and narrowed it 
to four major categories address-
ing our methods of automation 
and waste collection. We looked at 
technological ways to advance and 
increase our service, and these were 
aimed at our goal of adapting our 
services to the growing capita. 

“The Solid Waste Services is 
handling the dilemma tied to the 
amount of stops a particular driver 
must tend to. Currently, the trucks 
tend to approximately 1,200 stops, 
when the standard is 900. The na-
tional standard for truck stop collec-
tion services is held to be 800 stops 
per route. We are trying to find ways 
to build safety in this area and get 
to at least 900-1,000. With this in 
mind, we will add some additional 
routes this year to get closer to the 
standard. 

“We are also working on efficien-
cy, such as addition of mechanical 
services to reach standard. We are 
also looking to make a new ordi-
nance on the size for bags which 
people put out for the manual labor 
done to pick up the bags and place 
them in the waste truck. We are try-
ing to make it a standard to make 
the bags being used to be between 
thirteen -thirty gallon bags. 

“As for recycling services, we must 
stress that the bags being used must 
be of the blue translucent color bags, 
so that our workers may see what is 
inside the bags and know what is re-
cyclable and what is not,” she said. 
“If we do not see that blue bag, we 
assume [the contents] are not recy-
clables. 

“We also ask that the trash bags be 
under 50 pounds and tied. We also 
would like to remind you that we 
have bulk and brush days, brushy 
items include branch clippings or 
yardwork clippings in general and 
bulky items would be appliances or 
mattresses and currently there are 
no limitations on that. These days 
can be found on our website de-
pending on which side of Irving you 
are on. 

“We are also looking at ways to 
increase the recycling program, be-
cause as the ration stands for the 
number of people which recycle 
comes to be about every one in ten 
homes which we stop at. So what 
we are looking to do, is purchase 
carts for a certain percentage of the 
households we service to be used for 
recycling only. We need some dis-
cretion on where we put those, be-
cause there are ordinances and the 
desires of citizens. We are looking 
to add two additional truck routes 
during this fiscal year,” Haney said.

These avenues were thoroughly 
discussed at the meeting, opening 
the dialogue between citizens and 
their concerns for what the city 
plans to do and what certain citizens 
deem to be a matter of priority for 
the city. 

the entire city and did a survey 
through collecting information on 
all the road characteristics. That is 
about 550 center lines of road in 
Irving city infrastructure, which 
equates to Nashville and back. That 
is what we are maintaining, and we 
are fixing potholes on all sides of 
this huge system.

“We are also developing a geo-
graphical database which marks 
the condition of roads, which come 
back to us as a scale of colors. What 
we found were roads labeled as red 
zones, and these are areas deserv-
ing of constructional attention. We 
measure the need of a road based on 
the cracks, and we ask, ‘how wide is 
the crack? How long is the crack? 
So what will all this cost? $1.50 per 
resident.’ We are looking at an esti-
mation of about $10 to $11 million 
per year. We also receive some fed-

635, between North Belt Line Road 
and Olympus Boulevard,” he said. 
“[The new fire station will] maintain 
compliance with minimum national 
standards for emergency response 
times. This need was confirmed 
through studies performed by the 
International Fire organization and 
the Insurance Services Office.” 

The station will house one ambu-
lance, one fire engine, and one aeri-
al fire truck. The grand opening for 
Fire Station 12 is planned for Oct. 1.

The City’s Traffic and Transporta-
tion Director, Dan Vedral, discussed 
the costs of repairing roads and the 
necessity of viable roadways.

“Pavement management is large 
and requires a team effort, not only 
from us, but from the city manage-
ment, city council, and many other 
departments,” Vedral said. 

“About a year ago we went around 

TOWN HALL
Continued from Page 1

DALLAS, TX – This school year, 
close to 30 schools in the Dallas-Ft. 
Worth area, including Coppell High 
School, will have a surprise addition 
to their budgets, courtesy of Fron-
tier Communications. The telecom-
munications company is marking 
their commitment to the communi-

ty by donating over $32,000 to area 
high schools. 

Beginning in August, Frontier 
will provide individual high schools 
with $1,250 in donations. The com-
pany will present the checks to each 
school during their football games. 
This initiative is part of Frontier’s 

local engagement model, that calls 
for the company’s local leadership 
and workforce to have an active in-
volvement in their community. 

Frontier’s new area public rela-
tions manager, Gordon Shattles is 
spearheading this initiative.

“As both a Frontier South team 

member and a member of the com-
munity, this initiative means a lot to 
me,” Shattles said. “With this dona-
tion, we’re sure that these schools 
will be able to improve their facili-
ties and education programs in a va-

riety of ways, and I hope it will help 
to continue improve support for 
STEM programs in each school, a 
cause that Frontier and I feel strong-
ly about.”

SOURCE Frontier Communications

Coppell High School wins big with help from Frontier Communications
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communities. 
“It seems like every time I’m on 

campus it’s for another ground-
breaking,” Van Duyne said. “The 
University of Dallas is a tremendous 
part of our community, and it is an 
honor to be here. It is an honor to 
be associated with such an amaz-
ing university. We have businesses 
that come here from around the 
world, and they recognize that in 
order to be here, in order to want to 
stay here, in order for them to have 
business retention, you have to have 
people that you can hire.”

She also spoke about the local 
government’s active efforts to help 
foster future productive citizens 
with the university.

“We are constantly partnering 
and looking for further ways that 
we can partner with the University 
of Dallas to make sure that we are 
having the next generation of em-
ployees and employers,” Van Duyne 
said.  “I think when you look at the 

By Fredy Gonzales 
The University of Dallas (UD) 

opened its doors to incoming fresh-
men at 8 a.m. on Aug. 22. Young 
students unpacked themselves and 
their belongings in a hue of won-
der. With numbers somewhere in 
the mid 400s, this year’s class is the 
second largest, following in the foot-
steps of last year’s class, the largest 
in the school’s history, which num-
bered over 500 students. 

“It is good to be here,” residential 
assistant (RA) Nick Krause said. “I 
have been training, and the training 
went well. I am not convinced that 
there is any situation that we, as a 
staff, can’t handle, either myself, 
individually, or our immediate su-
pervisors, or a group of residential 
assistants. With new students, there 
are many anxieties that I think we 
will all be able to handle well.”

The university staff also includes 
orientation leaders (OL) who co-
ordinate and cultivate ‘ice-breaker’ 
events to ring in a fruitful year for 
new students and help them become 
a part of the campus.

Of one of the many orientation 
leaders is returning student Natalie 
Martinez.

people who have graduated from 
this university, when you look at the 
people who are coming here from 
around the world to this university, 
it’s wonderful.” 

One of the main speakers for the 
ceremony, who has an intimate 
knowledge of how deeply this new 
facility will help the University of 
Dallas’ student body, was student 
government president, Karmina 
Martinez Ruiz. Prior to the ceremo-
ny, she spoke about why she wished 
to take an active role in participat-
ing. 

“I wish to assist in seeing this in-
stitution flourish,” Ruiz said. “This 
groundbreaking is monumental for 
the University of Dallas’ community 
because it shows in a tangible way 
that we’re consciously and deliber-
ately improving ourselves to sup-
port current and future students.” 

During the actual ceremony, Ruiz 
shared details on her personal jour-
ney coming to the university. 

“When I first learned about the 
University of Dallas, I was enchant-
ed with its core curriculum,” Ruiz 
said. “To learn from original texts, 
to have such comprehensive under-
graduate experience, I was thrilled 
to get started and to become a part 
of this wonderful community.

“I knew this school would chal-
lenge me to become a better stu-
dent, citizen, Catholic, and a better 
person as a whole. I knew UD would 
help me become a successful indi-
vidual in a secular world, in pursuit 
of virtue and truth. These are a few 
reasons why I applied, and they are 
reasons why I currently serve as a 
student government president.

“This groundbreaking is monu-
mental for the UD community, be-
cause it shows a tangible way that 
we’re consciously and deliberately 
improving ourselves to help support 
current and future students,” she 
said.

“[Being an OL] is a bitter sweet 
thing, because you have to wake 
up early in the morning,” Martinez 
said. “You get all this stuff ready, but 
having the freshmen move in, you 
see their excited faces, and it makes 
you excited too. It kind of takes you 
back to when you were a freshman. 
I love it, and I am happy I could do 
this for the school and for the fresh-
men.” 

The OLs are distinguished among 
students by orange t-shirts.

“The orange shirts we have to 
wear definitely keep you awake,” OL 
Mary Brule said. “Every time I look 
down I feel shocked. I kind of feel 
bad for the people that are around 
me moving in, but it’s really a good 
thing. I am excited, and I think that 
is all the caffeine that’s in my sys-
tem. I look forward to meeting the 
freshman. 

“Thinking back when I was in 
their position, I know how hard the 
transition can be, and this is one of 
the reasons I became an orientation 
leader; so I could meet the freshmen 
and let them know that I am there 
for them. I like helping people, so 
if I meet them, then I can smile at 
them.”

Freshman Juliette Black came 
in from Chicago at 9:30 a.m. in the 
midst of the scattering move in. 

“I have a strong feeling about the 
close knit community here and the 
strong academics,” Black said. She 
choose UD because of the “academ-
ics and the Catholic standpoint of 
it.” She is the first in her family to 
attend a school hovering on legacies 
and desires to study English at UD.

“I am looking forward to the se-
mester and enjoying the luxuries of 
Clark Hall, the dorm for non-fresh-
men,” Returning student Josh Hen-
derson said. “It is nice to get back 
into the swing of things, and I am 
looking forward to the academics 
and the safety that UD provides to-
wards free thought.”

The large incoming class sizes 
may be indicative of new things for 
the UD community.

“I am hoping with the large class 
size there will be more diversity 
among our groups,” Krause said. I 
think it has been mono-cultural for a 
long time, and it would be nice to see 
more diversity organizations, and 
clubs. The recent larger class sizes 
will certainly accommodate that.”

University of Dallas welcomes 
incoming freshmen

By Susan Edgley
The Coppell High School Color 

Guard is flourishing this year. Un-
der the leadership of Color Guard 
Director Matthew Rummel and 
Director of Bands for CISD, Gerry 
Miller, the guard program is nearly 
double the members from last year. 
Thirty-three guard students are 
ready to take the field alongside the 
marching band for the 2016 show, 
“Now I See.”

At its inception years ago, color 
guard was primarily a military and 
ceremonial unit that accompanied 
service marching bands. Today it 
has evolved into a highly skilled 
athletic and dance group, serving 
as a visual interpretation of the 
music performed by high school 
and college marching bands. Color 
guard also competes independently 
through worldwide Winter Guard 
competitions after marching season 
is over.

“Color guard is the storyteller of 
the marching show,” Rummel said. 

“The guard brings the music to life 
and adds the emotional connec-
tion.” Modern marching shows are 
themed and often theatrical. Color 
guard plays a central role in pre-
senting the idea through the use of 
costumes, colorful flags, mock ri-
fles and/or sabers and props, and 
complex dance routines. “March-
ing band has changed dramatically 
in the last ten years. It’s hard to be 
successful without a strong visual 
production.”

Since joining the Coppell High 
School Band staff this year, Rum-
mel’s initial goal for the color guard 
program was to expand the group 
and field presence. With the ad-
dition of several band alternate 
students over the last few weeks, 
Rummel is now working on laying 
a strong foundation from which the 
team can develop. 

“Because we have so many new 
students, we are concentrating on 
the basics,” Rummel said. “The 
students have to learn fundamen-

tal equipment and dance technique 
before we can begin perfecting our 
performance.”

Spinning and tossing flags while 
moving also requires a high lev-
el of strength and stamina. It is a 
challenging workout; conditioning 
is critical. During guard camp this 
summer, the students trained ex-
tensively, working on various flag 
and rifle positions and movements. 
They also spent two to three hours 
per day in dance class, learning how 
to point their feet, keep their legs 
straight and perform certain jumps. 

“Our focus on technique develops 
consistency and precision which is 
vital to our performance,” Rummel 
said. “Additionally we’ve been able 
to establish the vocabulary we need 
for the show choreography.” 

Even though the team puts in 
long hours, the students absolutely 
love being in color guard. Several of 
the seniors this year have been per-
forming for three or more years. 

Coppell Color Guard aims high this marching season

GROUNDBREAKING
Continued from Page 1


