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By Demond King
Over the last three years, Irving 

Parks and Recreation Department 
and Irving Disc Sports Association 
have worked together to transform 
Fritz Park Disc Golf Course into 
one of the premium courses in the 
Metroplex. Originally only a nine-
hole course, Fritz Park Disc Golf 
Course has been expanded to 18 
holes. 

Steve Holland grew up playing 
disc golf with his father and broth-
er. He brings his family to Fritz Park 
every week for a family outing, and 
even competes in a tournament 
from time to time. He is grateful 
that the Irving Parks and Recreation 
Department and Irving Disc Sports 
Association partnered to update the 

Matthew Pedersen
The Irving Heritage Society came 

together with the Irving Arts Board 
in a meeting to discuss the future of 
the cultural assets of Irving. Held at 
the Irving Arts Center on Tuesday, 
Aug. 30, the meeting was a public 
forum introducing a plan to bring 
the various museums and historical 
locations within Irving under the 
guidance of the Arts Board. 

Todd Hawkins, Executive Direc-
tor of the Irving Arts Center, led the 
presentation and discussion.

“We felt it was very important to 
have an authentic public input, and 
in doing so, recognize the steward-

By Vaughn Lloyd
Firefighters in the cities of Irving 

and Grand Prairie will soon have a 
new joint training facility, thanks to 
cooperation between the City of Ir-
ving and the City of Grand Prairie.

Construction is well underway for 
the joint facility that will be located 
on the corner of North Belt Line 
Road and State Highway 161. The 
Irving Fire Department had been 
looking to build a multi-faceted fa-
cility for over 17 years. 

“This project has gone through 
many fire chiefs,” Irving Assistant 
Fire Chief Jack Taylor said. “It fi-
nally worked out. Our city council, 
city manager and mayor were very 
instrumental in ss getting that, so 
we’re very appreciative.”

The department’s current facility, 
located on Esters road in Irving, is 
dilapidated and has been deemed 
as unsafe, according to Taylor. As 
a result, new officers who required 

By Fredy Gonzales
Children ages 6-15 demonstrated 

their football skills during the NFL 
Punt, Pass and Kick Competition 
hosted at the Sam Houston Middle 
School practice field on Saturday, 
August 27. 

“The event reaches out to the 
community, so that they come out, 
interact with the law enforcement 
here in Irving or from the surround-
ing Metroplex and build a relation-
ship so that we can be successful in 
our neighborhood,” Officer Bennie 
Bazley, a resource officer at Sam 
Houston Middle School, said. 

“This event is awesome. I enjoy 
it. I see a lot of kids from my school 
and their parents come out. We get 
to interact with the parents, and we 
get to show that we are not just in-
dividuals who come around just to 
arrest people,” Bazley said. “A lot of 
times you come across kids whose 
parents say, ‘You better behave or 

Fritz Park welcomes
disc golf players

Irving, Grand Prairie work together 
building state of the art fire facility

training had to travel to the west end 
of the DFW International Airport to 
train, which often left parts of the 
city exposed during the process. 

“The premier part of [the facility] 
is our five story training building,” 
Taylor said. “It is a multifunctional 
building that allows us to do a va-
riety of training. We have two fire 
simulators, and three burn rooms, 
which allow us to practice fighting 
live fire.”

Fire chief Victor Conley was quick 
to point out that the burn building 
will allow officers in training to prac-
tice many rescue tactics essential to 
their profession. 

“It will help keep firefighters 
trained on multiple aspects of re-
sponses, from confined spaces to 
trench rescue, and high and low res-
cue,” Conley said.  

The project is roughly over $4 
million, but Irving is only responsi-
ble for funding half of the project. 

The scheduled date of completion is 
April 11, 2017. 

“We were able to get twice the 
facility with half the money, which 
saves our community a lot of tax 
dollars as well as Grand Prairie’s 
residents,” Conley said.

Grand Prairie which currently 

partners with Tarrant County Col-
lege to do its training has never had 
its own fire training facility at all.  

“We don’t have one and really 
have never had a facility,” Grand 
Prairie Fire Chief Robert Fite said. 
“We’re obviously excited about it 
since everything we do here is on the 

job training. A facility likes this will 
make us be that much better, that 
much more prepared and operate 
much safer.”

Taylor added that many inside 
the department had doubts that the 

park.
“The park was good before,” Hol-

land said. “The park updates have 
just made it great. We come out at 
least once a week just to play a game 
or two.”

Additional upgrades include new 
benches, tree maintenance, and 
more restrooms for tournament 
play. Holland says these improve-
ments to the park make it much 
more enjoyable. 

The “On the Fritz” disc golf tour-
nament took place at the park last 
month. The tournament was a suc-
cess, even though the weather was 
rainy. Holland missed that tourna-

ment, but heard how great it was. 
He plans to sign up for the next one.

“The upgrades also add to the oth-
er things Fritz Park has to offer visi-
tors,” Holland said. “My family also 
loves the petting farm here. We visit 
every summer.”

Fritz Park also features a chil-
dren’s playground, an amphithe-
ater, a baseball field, a softball field, 
and two basketball courts. Holland 
and his family use many of the fea-
tures at Fritz Park and are excited to 
learn if there will be any new ameni-
ties added in the future. 

Discussion on Irving Arts 
Center's leadership,
museums' may merge

ship this body has seen towards the 
Heritage Museum Project,” Haw-
kins said. “We also felt it necessary 
to distinguish the museums from 
the Arts Center. It’s one of the rea-
sons for having the Heritage Society 
host this discussion and not the Arts 
Center.”

The Irving Heritage Society and 
the Arts Board share common goals 
when it comes to serving the city of 
Irving, and the proposed consolida-
tion plan will allow them to better 
achieve these goals.

“While both [the Irving Heritage 
Society and the Arts Board] have 
very similar mandates, the same op-
portunities and challenges, it’s vital 
for this process to really talk about 
them as two separate institutions 

Joy of football brings 
people together

that officer will take you to jail,’ and 
their kids start screaming and so 
forth. So they come out here, see us 
in a different light and see that we 
are people and care for them. 

“I think that will go a long way not 
only now but in the future. Once the 
kids get older they will remember 
stuff like this and remember things 
the PD has put on and know that we 
care about them and everyone else 
in their community.”

“It’s good to see kids playing out-
side without video games or tablets 
or phones or anything like that,” 
Travis Jackson, the parent of two 
children competing in the event, 
said. “The event gets kids outside 
and teaches them to stay healthy 
and be healthy by staying outside.

“I think that it is awesome that 
IPD takes the time out of serving 
the community to serve the kids in 

The crowd holds its collective breath as Chris Farnham makes a decisive play for the fifth hole on the Fritz Park Disc Golf Course. He sinks it, much to the disappointment of Kenny 
Gilbert, seen playing in his traditional green. If Gilbert doesn't pick up the pace soon, it may be back to the 'honey do' list for him.   Photo by John Starkey
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Blood Drive
September 9, 9 a.m. - 2:45 p.m.
The American Red Cross supports 9/11 Day 
by offering the community an opportunity 
to honor those who lost their lives and the 
heroes who responded following the tragic 
events of Sept.11. Two ways to participate in 
9/11 Day are to volunteer or donate blood or 
platelets with the Red Cross and help ensure 
blood is available for patients in need.
Every two seconds someone in the U.S. 
needs blood, so regular donations are 
needed. Blood donors of all types are urged 
to give at Lively Pointe Recreation Center, 
909 N. O’Connor in Irving.

Tax Ratification Election
September 10, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Election Day for the Tax Ratification Election 
is Saturday, September 10 from 7 a.m. to 7 
p.m. On Election Day, voters must vote by 
their assigned precinct.

Public Hearing on City Budget
September 15, 7 p.m.,
Residents can view the FY 2016-17 Pro-
posed Budget. The Irving City Council held 
its annual budget retreat on Aug. 25-26. 
Residents can watch the retreat online at 
cityofirving.org, or on AT&T U-verse Chan-
nel 99, Charter Communications Channel 
95, Frontier Channel 31 and ICTN.TV. 
In addition, the city will hold public hearings 
related to the adoption of the FY 2016-17 

budget and tax rate. Public hearings will be 
held in the City Council Chambers at Irving 
City Hall, 825 W Irving Blvd. 

Main Street Event
September 16-17
Fri., Sep. 16 - Main Street Event in the Heri-
tage Park area - 6pm-10pm -Free admission
Sat., Sep. 17 - Main Street Event noon - 6pm. 
The Caster Cabin and the Heritage Park 
Depot will be open for tours 1pm-4pm.

By Matthew Pedersen
The City of Irving presented a 

wildly unique and entertaining 
show for its residents beside Lake 
Carolyn in Las Colinas, bringing 
together world famous comedians 
for an evening of jokes and laughs. 
This marks the third year for Laughs 
by the Lake, a comedy festival orga-
nized by the City which has grown to 
become the largest outdoor comedy 
show in North Texas. 

The planning behind the show, 
which took place Friday, Sep. 2, 
was led by Jasmine Lee, the Spe-
cial Events Coordinator for the City 
of Irving. Jasmine, who has been 
working on Laughs by the Lake 
since its inception, talked about why 
this event was such a special oppor-
tunity for the residents.

“We did some reorganization 
of special events funds to see how 
we could do more with the same 
amount of money,” Lee said. “We 

City of Irving presents a live comedy show
got bigger talent here than we had 
for the first two years. All of our co-
medians this year have TV credits,” 
Lee said. “They’ve been on Comedy 
Central and Showtime, and Ameri-
ca’s Got Talent. We’ve really stepped 
up the talent here. This is akin to go-
ing to a night at the Improv, or one 
of the comedy clubs in the area, ex-
cept it’s free.” 

Lee also explained that Laughs by 
the Lake is a collaborative effort put 
together by everyone within her de-
partment.

“It’s really exciting. We have a lot 
of fun in the office,” Lee said. “We 
go online, we watch youtube videos, 
and we ask people for recommenda-
tions. We really incorporate a lot of 
different people into the decision to 
make sure that whatever we get will 
appeal to the crowd.”

Lee mentioned that the laughter 
of the crowd is reward enough to 
make her start thinking about future 

events.
“That’s my favorite part of the 

event,” she said. “We started work-
ing on this year’s show back in No-
vember. So it’s been almost a full 
year of work to make this show hap-
pen. Then, when I get to sit down at 
the show with my family and hear 
everybody laugh, that’s the best 
part. It makes me excited to start 
planning next year’s show.”

The efforts of everyone involved 
with the event were definitely appre-
ciated by the crowd, especially the 
entertainers themselves. With DFW 
comedian Comedian Q hosting once 
again, the show saw such veteran 
comedians as Matthew Broussard, 
Wendy Liebman, and Myq Kaplan 
take to the stage.

Kaplan, after walking off stage 
amidst a roar of laughter, talked 
about his past experiences perform-
ing in Texas.

“I live in New York City, and I 

Anywhere you can go to multiple 
open mic nights during the week,” 
he said. “You’ll hear this from every-
body, and it’s not really news, but 
the way to get good at comedy is to 
write it a lot and to perform it a lot. 
Just write as much as you can and 
perform as much as you can, and 
that’s how you get better.” 

Wendy Liebman, a comedian, ac-
tor, and writer centered in LA, talk-
ed about how performing at events 
like Laughs by the Lake affects her, 
and why she became a comedian.

“There’s no better feeling than 
making people laugh,” Liebman 
said. “I think laughing itself is heal-
ing, but when you laugh in a group, 
the healing is exponential, because 
you’re all on the same wavelength. 
There’s nothing more joyful. I 
thought I was going to be a thera-
pist once, but I decided that I would 
rather make a hundred people laugh 
than one person cry.”

Liebman also talked about why 
she felt local events like Laughs by 
the Lake are effective and import-

ant.
“I think because of technology 

now, and you’re on your phone now 
all the time, community is lost. So 
something like this is just reaffirm-
ing that it feels good to get together 
as a group, so we should continue 
doing this and everybody should 
come back next year,” she said.

Liebman wasn’t the only one who 
felt that the public events of Irving 
are helping to strengthen the com-
munity. Jessica Alvarez, a relatively 
new resident of Irving, talked about 
how she enjoyed Laughs by the Lake 
and what she was looking forward to 
in the future.

“This is my first one,” Alvarez 
said. “This is fun, it’s cool. I think 
this is something nice to have to 
build a sense of community. I just 
moved to Irving about six months 
ago, so this is my first Irving event 
that I’ve come to. But I’m definitely 
going to come to more. I know they 
have a holiday parade; I’m definitely 
going to go to that too.”

realized we would be able to 
do something sort of unique. 
So we looked at what we cur-
rently offered, and we tried 
to appeal to everybody. We 
then realized we didn’t have 
anything geared toward 
adults. We came up with 
the idea of a comedy show 
so that it was something 
that the whole family could 
enjoy; but it would really ap-
peal to the adults of Irving 
who maybe don’t come to 
the festivals, and don’t have 
kids.”

This year’s event held the 
distinction of being larger 
than ever before, not only 
by enticing more visitors, 
but also by bringing in more 
experienced entertainers 
to perform. Lee credits the 
event’s sponsors, including 
Frontier Communications, 
for this growth.

“This year we were able to 
utilize sponsorship funds to 
enhance the event, so we’ve 

travel the country doing com-
edy,” Kaplan said. “I’ve been to 
Dallas a handful of times. I was 
here in December; I performed 
at the Addison Improv. The oth-
er comedians are both from LA. 
So they brought us in to have a 
flavor of all over. 

“In general, I started perform-
ing in Boston in 2002, and I 
lived there for a while. In 2008, 
I moved to New York, where 
I’ve lived since. I’ve done a few 
things on Comedy Central, I did 
the Tonight Show with Conan in 
2009. I did America’s Got Talent 
last year, and I’ve released a Net-
flix special which came out two 
years ago. Now I’m just continu-
ing to travel and do comedy.”

With the vast number of DFW 
comedic and live performance 
clubs in mind, Kaplan shared 
some advice he hoped would 
help young or struggling Texas 
comedians.

“Any city that’s not New York 
or LA that has multiple comedy 
venues is a great place to start. 

Matthew Broussard keeps the laughs coming as he 
performs on stage during the Laughs by the Lake. /Photo 
by Matt Pederson 
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with a common goal: to serve the 
visitors and citizens of Irving,” Haw-
kins said. “This consolidation plan is 
really just a strategic move to allow 
for a coordinated effort to activate 
all of these cultural resources, and 
to allow for consistent engagement 
with citizens and visitors.

“The first step in this process is 
a consolidation plan that has been 
making its way through the City 
Council. We have presented it to a 
committee, and on next Wednes-
day [Sep. 7], I will be presenting this 
consolidation plan to the full council 
at their work session. This plan was 
unanimously accepted by the Arts 
Board last month. It has been put 
together in coordination with the 
Museum Advisory Board, and I am 
very excited about its potential.”

Anyone familiar with the pro-
grams offered by the Irving Arts 
Center in just the past year knows 
that they provide diverse and 
thought provoking exhibits, and 
Director Hawkins feels this momen-
tum will carry over to Irving’s mu-
seums following the consolidation 
plan’s approval.

“This is a community coming to-
gether to figure out a common pur-
pose,” Hawkins said. “We’re [pro-
posing] consolidating the museum 
operations under the Arts Board. 
The mission of the Arts Board is to 
serve citizens of Irving and to attract 
visitors through the support and de-
velopment of artistic opportunities 
by acquiring, maintaining, and op-
erating facilities.

“So you can see right there this 
consolidation plan. Trying to get the 
Arts Board to supervise the muse-
ums fits within our mandate and our 
mission. They are all arts facilities,” 
he said.

Hawkins also shared a list of some 
of the facilities that would be a part 
of the planned consolidation.

“The cultural resources we are 
talking about in particular are the 
Mustangs of Las Colinas Museum, 
Ruth Paine House Museum, Jackie 
Townsell Bear Creek Heritage Cen-
ter, The Archives of the City of Ir-
ving, the Heritage Museum, and the 
Irving Arts Center,” Hawkins said.

Absorbing so many properties 
under the authority of a single orga-
nization seems like a daunting task, 
made no less difficult by the current 
plans to make such facilities just as 
widely used as the Irving Arts Cen-
ter. However, the way these muse-
ums function in regards to finances 
and taxes is very similar to how the 
Arts Center currently operates.

“The reason that these cultural re-
sources make so much sense to con-
solidate is that all of them are fund-
ed through Hotel Occupancy Tax. 
The same funding that funds the Ir-
ving Arts Center, the same way that 
money is allocated, is also allocated 
to the museums. We already have 
the financial mechanism to work 
with Hotel Occupancy Tax. We are 
very versed at the Irving Arts Cen-
ter, the Arts Board, with how to use 
it, its restrictions, and its allocation.”

While the consolidation plan is 
extensive, Hawkins feels previously 

existing organizations, such as the 
Irving Museum Advisory Board, 
will also be incorporated in order to 
maximize synergy and communica-
tion between the Arts Board and the 
museums.

“The Museum Advisory Board 
was created in order to advise the 
City Council. Their purpose was 
established to collect, preserve, in-
terpret, and exhibit the material 
culture and heritage of Irving and 
the surrounding area,” he said. “In 
the new planned consolidation, the 
Museum Advisory Board continues 
in its current role. After 16 years of 
working in this, why cut them off at 
the front door?”

Indeed, the consolidation will 
see an expansion to the Museums 
Board that will allow it to function 
in much the same way as the Arts 
Board currently does.

“We are then proposing on Oct. 
1 of the new fiscal year, we will go 
out and hire a Director of Muse-
ums,” Hawkins said. “The Director 
of Museums will be responsible for 
the oversight of the existing muse-
ums, and to help with the proposed 
Heritage Museum as we come clos-
er to its inception. We hope to have 
a Director of Museums on board by 
Jan. 1.”

Both the Heritage Society and 
the Arts Board expressed great ex-
citement for the planned proposal. 
Members of both groups see the 
consolidation as a great opportu-
nity to expand and strengthen the 
cultural resources of Irving. Judy 
Pierson, who is connected to both 

Bocephus
What's up? They call me Bocephus. I'm about 2 years old, and was 
brought in from another shelter. I'm exactly what you would expect in 
a retriever. I am an active, friendly, happy boy. I love to run and play. 
I love playing in water. I love meeting new people. I also know some 
commands. I'm saving up energy, just waiting to learn to play catch, 

Nev
Good day, fine feline 'ficianados! 
This is Nev here. I'm 6 years old and 
I would love to spend some time 
talking to you. I keep my conversa-
tions short and sweet, but effective. 

You may be wondering about the name. There could be two explana-
tions: 1) its origin is Celtic meaning "little saint" or 2) I'm named after 
the guy from "Catfish" which is kind of funny because, um, the word cat 
is in the name of the movie. I, however, prefer the first one. I am pretty 
saint-like and I promise that, with me, you get what you see.. 

and so many other commands, and maybe some tricks 
also. So come on by, and let's get this next chapter start-
ed. I'm here. I'm ready. Let's meet. Did I mention that I 
like water? I REALLY like water. 

groups, expressed how she hopes 
this will help spread the news about 
the many opportunities presented 
by the Irving Arts Center and its 
soon to be affiliates.

“I’m a member of the Heritage 
Society, but I’m also a member of 
the Irving Arts Board,” Pierson said. 
“I came in support of Todd, and to 
lend my support for the consolida-
tion. We certainly want to get out 
into the community and to reach 
people in the community. I’ve al-
ways thought until recently, that the 
Irving Arts Center is a well-kept se-
cret, and we don’t want it to be well-
kept; we want it to be well known.”

Finally, and perhaps the most 
ambitious aspect of the planned 
consolidation, is the Irving Heritage 
Museum, which will reportedly be 
open in the Fall of 2018. Hawkins 
shared some details on the facility, 
which may well serve as the physical 
embodiment of shared relationship 
being made by the Heritage Society 
and the Arts Board.

“The Irving Heritage Museum 
interprets its own artifacts, archival 
collections, and loaned artifacts to 
connect audiences of all ages to the 
story of Irving, the North Texas re-
gion, and the nation,” Hawkins said. 
“Using a combination of interactive 
exhibits, a broad range of public 
programs, technology, and collab-
orative relationships, the Museum 
engages, educates, and serves the 
community.

“That’s a lot to do in 15,000 
square feet. But I’m telling you, we 
can make it a success,” he said.

This rate, unanimously recom-
mended by the board, is unchanged 
from the amount that was levied for 
the current 2015-2016 fiscal year. 
As a result, property taxpayers in 
Valley Ranch will only experience a 
change in their tax bill for flood con-
trol facilities and operations if the 
assessed value of their property has 
been revised in the past year by the 
Dallas County Appraisal District. 

“The 2015-2016 fiscal year was 
one of the most significant in the 
33-year history of IFCD 3,” said Kim 
Andres, president of the IFCD 3 
board. “As a result of strategic man-

agement of funds across the past 
four years, we were able to bring 
major improvements to the pump 
station electrical feed, motor con-
trols and supervisory control and 
data acquisition (SCADA) system, 
as well as the addition of twin Cat-
erpillar-powered electrical gener-
ators without seeking support for 
a bond issue. While making these 
important, long-term revisions to 
our single most significant asset, 
we also continued our ongoing pro-
gram of routine facilities operation 
and maintenance, as well as major 

Irving Flood Control District proposes tax rate for fiscal year 2016-17
maintenance associated with the 
continual effects of natural erosion 
along the Ledbetter sump and other 
IFCD 3-managed waterways.”

The proposed $0.128 per $100 
valuation tax rate will be on the 
agenda for adoption at the Sep. 
12 regular meeting of the IFCD 3 
board, to be held at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Valley Ranch Association offices, 
8830 N MacArthur Blvd in Irving. 
The 2017 IFCD 3 fiscal year runs 
from Oct. 1, 2016 through Sep. 30, 
2017. A special presentation on the 
newly improved pump station will 

be held at 7:30 p.m., following the 
board meeting.

SOURCE Irving Flood Control District 
Section III 

AUSTIN – The Texas Trans-
portation Commission recently 
approved the 2017 Unified Trans-
portation Program (UTP) with $70 
billion worth of projects to help 
TxDOT meet the state’s growing 
transportation demands. The plan 
is the largest of its kind in the agen-
cy’s history that addresses capaci-
ty, maintenance and safety needs 

around state.
The 10-year plan, developed with 

extensive public input, targets con-
gestion in the state’s most-popu-
lated areas and includes projects to 
better connect the major interstates 
in rural areas with local roads and 
highways. Also outside urban areas, 
the program calls for enhancing and 
completing interstate highways, and 

addressing the continuing needs 
within the energy sector and along 
hurricane evacuation routes.

“The actions by the Texas Trans-
portation Commission represent a 
historic investment in our state’s in-
frastructure,” Governor Abbott said. 
“Texans have sent a loud and clear 

TxDOT plans for $70 billion to
fund transportation projects

See TXDOT Page 9
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American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Buttons & Bows Square 

& Round Dance Club 
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
DFW Scroller Saw Club

Last Saturday of each month
9:30 AM to 11:30 AM

Georgia Farrow Rec Center 530 Davis St.
www.dfwscrollers.net / 214-995-9270

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thursday of the month 

7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain

www.irvingarc.org
Irving AMBUCS

Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.
at Spring Creek BBQ

 Irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Second Tuesday each month @ 7:30 P.M.

132 E. Second St. Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm 
IHOP on Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Chateau on Wildbriar Lake

1515 Hard Rock Road
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS

* It was Colombian novelist, short-story 
writer, screenwriter and journalist Gabriel 
Garcia Marquez who made the following 
sage observation: “Words are not created 
by academics in universities and suchlike; 
rather it is the man in the street who does 
so. Dictionary compilers almost always 
recognize them too late and embalm them 
in alphabetical order, in many cases when 
they have lost their original meaning.”

* Those who study such things say that 
when faced with a crisis situation, the 
average woman tends to remain calmer 
than the average man. 

* You might be surprised to learn that the first printing press 
in North America was not anywhere within the present-day 
boundaries of the United States. The very first one was set up 
in Mexico City, back in 1539. 

* In the Talmud, a central text of Rabbinic Judaism, sneezing is 
called “pleasure sent from God.” 

* The largest single dormitory in the world is at the United 
States Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland. With 4.8 miles 
of corridors and providing 33 acres of floor space, Bancroft 
Hall provides a home for the school’s entire brigade of 4,000 
midshipmen. 

* Many people harbor a fear of snakes (which, incidentally, is 
known as ophidiophobia), but venomous bites and constricting 
squeezes aren’t the only ways a snake can kill. For instance, in 
the 1990s a man in Iran, while trying to capture a snake, placed 
the butt of his shotgun against the snake’s neck behind its 
head. In attempting to escape, the snake wrapped the length 
of its body around the gun, pulling the trigger in the process 
-- and killing its would-be captor.

1. GEOGRAPHY: What is the name of the 
dam that created Lake Mead?
2. LITERATURE: Who wrote essays about 
attempting to speak French, titled ÒMe 
Talk Pretty One DayÓ?

3. U.S. PRESIDENTS: What political party did President Zachary 
Taylor represent when elected?
4. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: How many time zones does China have?
5. MOVIES: Who starred in the movie ÒMommie Dearest,Ó and what 
actress did she portray?
6. FOOD & DRINK: What ingredient gives gin its distinctive taste?
7. MYTHOLOGY: The Minotaur and his labyrinth were said to be 
located on which Greek island?
8. ACRONYMS: What does ROM stand for?
9. ANIMAL KINGDOM: About how many eggs can a queen bee lay 
each day?
10. TELEVISION: What was the name of the family dog on ÒThe 
SimpsonsÓ?

Answers
1. Hoover
2. David Sedaris
3. Whig
4. One
5. Faye Dunaway as Joan Crawford
6. Juniper berries
7. Crete
8. Read-Only Memory
9. 2,000
10. SantaÕs Little Helper



Page 5September 10, 2016972-870-1992  Rambler Newspapers

project would even get done. 
“There were a lot of members in 

the field that felt like it would never 
happen,” he said. 

The project is just the first phase 
of many for the enclosed campus 
designed by ADG out of Florida. The 
City of Irving bought the 39 acres 
with intentions to build more than 
just a fire training facility, which will 
only take up roughly six acres of the 
site. 

“Eventually on the northern side 
of the site, the city has plans to 
add a multi-faceted police and fire 

TRAINING
Continued from Page 1

headquarters and police dispatch,” 
Taylor said. “Also, there will be an 
indoor rifle range, gun range and 
tarmac for police.”

The facility is not only helps new 
recruits become better prepared, 
it is also key in economic develop-
ment.

“It’s going to help our city of Ir-
ving to achieve the ISO PPC publica-
tion protection classification (PPC) 
rating of 1 which impacts insurance 
rates for commercial and private cit-
izens,” Conley said. “It’s one of the 
big things corporations look for be-

fore they move into a community.”
Although the number of fires hap-

pening in the city of Irving is down 
from what it once was, according 
to Conley, the ongoing threat of fire 
makes the need for a fire training fa-
cility important. 

“When fear kicks in to the general 
public, that’s when muscle mem-
ory kicks in which comes through 
training and drilling,” Conley said. 
“We have a lot of experience retir-
ing from the department and a lot 
of new recruits, so it’s necessary that 
we practice our policy and proce-
dures to close that gap.”

Five Irving ISD outgoing fourth 
and fifth graders were among the 
1,144 outstanding students in fourth 
through eighth grade who partici-
pated in the Education in Action’s 
summer 2016 Lone Star Leadership 
Academy camps this summer. 

They are Brooklyn Brown, Lilli-
ana Crawford, Tiffany Guajardo and 
Sabiyah Salem of Townsell Elemen-
tary School and Pedro Lara of Schul-
ze Elementary School. The students 
were selected based on demonstrat-
ed academic success and leadership 
ability, an educator recommenda-
tion, and involvement in school/
community activities. 

Elementary students 
shine at camp

During the weeklong, overnight 
camps, these distinguished students 
developed leadership skills while 
learning about the great state of Tex-
as. Participants experienced what 
they are learning in school through 
visits to notable and historically sig-
nificant Texas sites such as the U.S. 
Bureau of Engraving and Printing, 
the Fort Worth Stockyards National 
Historic District and the Sixth Floor 
Museum at Dealey Plaza. In addi-
tion, professionals at sites visited in-
troduced students to a wide variety 
of unique careers during each camp.

SOURCE Irving ISD

The Salesmanship Club Char-
itable Golf of Dallas recently an-
nounced the 2016 AT&T Byron 
Nelson raised $5.8 million in net 
proceeds for its beneficiary Momen-
tous Institute. The Salesmanship 
Club of Dallas has owned and operat-
ed Momentous Institute since 1920 
and began operating the PGA TOUR 
event in 1968. The tournament 
has raised more than $149 million 
for Momentous Institute to date.  
“We are incredibly grateful to our 
title sponsor, AT&T, and our part-
ners who helped make this another 
successful year for our tournament 
and, ultimately, for Momentous 
Institute,” said Tim Marron, 2016 
Tournament Chairman. “It is hum-
bling to see the results of every-
one’s hard work come together 
to benefit our Club’s longstand-
ing mission to change kids’ lives.” 
Momentous Institute directly serves 
more than 6,000 kids and family 

members annually through ther-
apeutic and educational services. 
In order to change the odds for 
far more children than could be 
served directly, the organization 
extends its social emotional health 
expertise by investing in research 
and offering training nationwide. 
“The proceeds from this tournament 
yield a lifetime of change for the kids 
and families we serve through Mo-
mentous Institute,” said Guy Kerr, 
Momentous Institute’s board chair. 
“Every person who has a hand in 
making this tournament a success 
is part of a larger effort to ensure 
that more kids and family members 
have access to the mental health 
and education services they need.” 
The 2017 AT&T Byron Nelson will 
be held May 15-21 at TPC Four Sea-
sons Resort and Club Dallas at Las 
Colinas in Irving.

SOURCE AT&T Byron Nelson

Byron Nelson raises 
$5.8 million for charity

An artist’s rendition depicts how the completed fire training facility will look. /Courtesy rendition
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Volunteers NEEDED
25th annual Trash Bash/

Trash and treasures
Keep Irving Beautiful (KIB) invites the community to 
attend the 25thAnnual Trash Bash on Saturday, Sep. 24, 
from 9 a.m. to noon. 

VOLUNTEERS will meet at T.W. Richardson Grove Park, 
along the Campion Trails, for a morning of community 
service, food and fun. For the fifth consecutive year, the 
Trash Bash is being held in conjunction with National 
Public Lands Day, and will be one of many similar events 
occurring across the country that day. The nation’s largest 
single-day volunteer event for public lands raises aware-
ness of environmental issues like litter, and encourages 
everyone to lend a hand to make a difference in their 
community. Volunteers of all ages are invited to partic-
ipate. 

KIB will provide supplies such as litter pickers, trash and 
recycle bags and gloves. Lunch will be provided after the 
cleanup, and volunteers will also have the opportunity to 
register for prize drawings. The address of the park is 333 
E. Interstate Highway 635 (LBJ), Irving, TX 75039.

This event is special not only for the 25th Anniversary 
celebration, but also because KIB is partnering with the 
Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) to make 
the Trash Bash a “Trash and Treasures” event. Irving is 
one of 25 communities across the state chosen to partic-
ipate in these events, which commemorate 30 years of 
TxDOT’s highly successful “Don’t Mess with Texas” pro-
gram. For additional information on these events, go to 
www.dontmesswithtexas.org.
Please register online at http://www.cityofirving.org/KIB 
by Sep. 19. For more information, call the Keep Irving 
Beautiful office at (972) 721-2175.

SOURCE Keep Irving Beautiful

their free time and give the kids the 
opportunity to come out here and 
compete for something that is good 
for them.”

Terence Davis competed in the 
Punt, Pass and Kick program as a 
youngster in the late 70’s. 

“I love this program,” Davis said. 
“It is a great experience for the kids 
to understand the competition of 
throwing far, kicking far, and punt-
ing far and being able to do that 
and see how you stack up against 
others.” 

The program succeeds in find-
ing talent, getting kids outside, and 
knitting the community between 
officers and civilians. 

“We are here to serve you, and 
we do our best to show that we care 
about our community. I think this 
is one of the ways we can show we 
care through our interactions with 
the kids and just have a good time 
with their families and their loved 
ones. I think is a great way to get 
that point across,” Bazley said.

There are four rounds to the 
competition. The first round, host-
ed in Irving, is the local round. The 
winners in each age group advance 
to sectionals, then teams, and then 
nationals. The Teams round is nor-
mally held at AT&T stadium and 
takes place either before one of 
the games or during halftime. Kids 
compete against each other, just 
as they do at the local event. The 
child in each age group who wins 
first place at Teams will have an 
opportunity to travel to the nation-
al competition. The NFL will pay 
for one parent and one child to fly 
to Orlando, FL where the national 
completion will be held during the 
Pro Bowl.

FOOTBALL
Continued from Page 1

nation of the Cutting Edge Fencing 
Club, Gold Blade Fencing Center, 
the Fencing Institute of Texas and 
the North Texas Fencing Alliance. “

Waddoups, a member of the 
Fencing Institute of Texas, added 
that the tournament and the sport 
have grown in attendance every year 
since they started hosting the event. 

“This year we had well over 500 
fencers,” Waddoups said. “Fenc-
ers come from all over the United 
States. There are fencers from Cal-
ifornia, Mexico, the east coast and 
the Chicago area.”

Holda Larra and her daughter, 
Fernanda, traveled 18 hours by car 
to attend the tournament. There is 
no competition close to their home 
that offers the same atmosphere 
that the North Texas Roundup cre-
ates. 

“It’s a strong tournament, even 
though it’s a far drive,” Larra said. “I 
feel it is important to take part in it. 

We try to go to big events like these 
so we can have competition and gain 
experience.”

The tournament began in 2011 
when fencing clubs in the local area 
saw an increase in participants. The 
clubs decided to fund and create a 
tournament to accommodate all of 
the participants in this area. 

“With rise in concussion rates in 
football and soccer, I think parents 
are getting concerned, so you see 
more and more parents let their kids 
try fencing,” said Coach Kate Sierra, 
a member of Cutting Edge Fencing. 
“Fencing, although you’re running 
at each other with sword, is incred-
ibly safe, because we wear so much 
protective equipment.”

Irving is the perfect place to have 
a fencing tournament.

“The Irving Convention center is 
beautiful, new and modern,” Wad-
doups said. “They take really good 
care of us, the food is great here, 

and it’s centrally located with hotels 
nearby. The event is very profitable 
for Irving businesses.”

The sport is still not as popular 
as football, basketball, volleyball or 
soccer. However, the sport’s popu-
larity has been steadily growing over 
time. Texas has yet to consider fenc-
ing a UIL sport. 

“Last April they had a vote before 
the school board to make [fencing] 
a UIL sport, and they voted it out,” 
Waddoups said. “We have a lot of 
kids that participate in off campus 
P.E offered by the fencing clubs. 
Every year we have a fight with the 
schools, because they have to allow 
it since it’s an Olympic sport.”

“If you’re interested in light sa-
bers and Pirates of the Caribbean 
fighting or [you know] a kid who’s 
kind of bookish, fencing really is 
a good sport for that kind of kid,” 
Coach Sierra said. 

Young fencers get directly to the point at tournament
By Vaughn Lloyd

North Texas Roundup Super 
Youth Circuit and Cadet Fencing 
Tournament, hosted by the North 
Texas Fencing Tournament Coa-
lition, was presented at the Irving 
Convention Center from Sep. 3-5. 
Young people from the ages of eight 
to 17 competed during the Labor 
Day tournament where attendance 

was nearly 2,000 people. 
The North Texas Roundup is a 

regional tournament open to teams 
from all over the country. 

“The last few years we’ve been 
having the event in Irving,” Brenda 
Waddoups, Bout Committee Chair, 
said. “It’s a combination of four 
clubs in the area that are joined to-
gether to do this event. It is a combi-

Irving High receives grant 
to perform in the Meyerson
T h e  I r v i n g  S c h o o l s 
Foundation awarded Irving 
High School and its music 
department a generous grant 
to support a unique musical 
event entitled, “Irving in the 
Meyerson.” 
On Feb. 25, Irving High’s 
band, choir, and orchestra 
wil l  host a day of free 
concerts at the renowned 
M o r t o n  H .  M e y e r s o n 
Symphony Center in Dallas’ 

Arts District. The Meyerson, 
which is home to the Dallas 
Symphony Orchestra and 
internationally-celebrated 
visiting artists, will open 
to hundreds of Irving ISD 
students, parents, staff and 
friends. The showcase will 
feature student musicians 

from Irving High and its 
feeder middle schools, 
Crockett, de Zavala and 
Austin. Plus, a district wide 
elementary chorus and 
student art exhibit are in 
the works to round off the 
afternoon.

SOURCE Irving ISD
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DISC GOLF
Continued from Page 1

“My family and I love this city, 
so we’re not planning on moving 
anywhere,” Holland said. “The city 
is growing, and we are going to see 
what happens.”

Holland and his family are only 
one of the many groups and fami-
lies playing on the newly upgraded 
course. Kenny Smith and a couple of 
his fraternity brothers meet month-
ly for a few rounds of disc golf and 
laughs. 

“We try to make it out once a 
month, sometimes more if we can,” 
Smith said. “We played a lot when 
we were in school here.”

Smith was unaware that the park 
had been recently upgraded, but 
thinks it looks nice. This was the 
group’s first visit to Fritz Park Disc 
Golf Course after reading about the 
park’s course upgrades on Face-
book. 

“I am from Oklahoma, so this is 
all kind of new to me.” Smith said. 
“It’s very nice. We will have to make 
this a regular meeting spot.

“I will have to see about the up-
coming tournament. We might sign 
up just for fun and have that be our 
meeting day”

Both Holland and Smith agreed 
that the Fritz Park course is one of 
the best courses they have played 
on. They will be visiting the park as 

often as they can to keep brushing 
up on their skills for the tourna-
ments. 

“One of the downfalls of disc golf 
is the weather plays a big part in 
how your game goes,” Smith said.  
Disc golf is a sport that anyone can 

have fun playing, even if you are not 
tournament ready. Holland hopes 
his son likes the game as much as 
Holland does so, as his 7-year-old 
boy grows older, so they can con-
tinue to bond through playing the 
sport.

(FCSTAT). Two weeks later, he was 
presented the Administrator of the 
Year Award from the Association of 
Professional Educators (ATPE).

“Having been a classroom teacher 
for 34 years, I can relate to each of 
my teachers,” Schepf said. “I show 
them my support by talking with 

CTE coordinator earns two state recognitions
them, providing them with links to 
innovative concepts that can en-
hance their classroom instruction, 
and work with them to enrich their 
classroom curriculum.”

Schepf began his career in Irving 
ISD as a substitute teacher in 1975 
while still earning his BBA from the 
University of North Texas. He went 
on to earn two master’s degrees in 
school administration and voca-
tional education. Schepf was a CTE 
teacher for the district for 33 years 
before stepping into the role as a 
CTE coordinator in 2012. 

Schepf was nominated for FC-

STAT award by family and consum-
er sciences teacher Anne Marie Rus-
che at MacArthur High School who 
says he spends just as much time in 
the classroom as he does in his of-
fice. As a coordinator, he continues 
to work one-on-one with students, 
even serving as a practice judge to 
help prepare them for competitive 
events for Career and Technical 
Student Organizations (CTSOs) 
like Family, Career and Communi-
ty Leaders of America (FCCLA) and 
Texas Association of Future Leaders 
(TAFE). 

SOURCE Irving ISD

Gary Schepf, Irving ISD career 
and technical education (CTE) co-
ordinator, earned two state rec-
ognitions. In early August, he was 
named the Outstanding Career and 
Technical Education Administrator 
by the Family and Consumer Sci-
ences Teachers Association of Texas 

Gary Schepf,  /Courtesy Photo

Appreciating the finer things in life, Lindsey Johnson holds her beagle mix, Pablo, close 
as Audette Asher creates a work of art. Lindsey and Pablo Beagle met two months ago 
at a shelter and it was love at first sight. Photo by John Starkey

Socializing during the
dog days of summer

Happy family pets mix and mingle with shelter pets as the humans enjoy drinks and 
treats of their own outside of the Irving Convention Center as the Irving Convention and 
Visitors Bureau celebrates “Yappy Hour” on Thursday, Aug. 25. Canines and their human 
friends enjoyed plenty of free goodies and fun. /Photo by John Starkey Chris Rice takes some time to enjoy a round of disc golf at Fritz Park. /Photo by John Starkey
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WORSHIP
UNITY CHURCH
Unity of Irving

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class

11:00 AM Service
& Children’s Church

Reverend Frank Pounders
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-5083

unitychurchofirving.com

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third,  75060

972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Chapel
Second and fourth Sundays

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
First Church of Christ, Scientist

2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 75061
972-253-7202

www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-0476

access code 884879
For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.
972-790-8606 

www.BeltLineChurch.com Rambler
Subscribe 

to the  

DEATH NOTICES

(972) 870-1992 
laurier@ramblernewspapers.netOBITUARIES

Ron Berrier, age 61, a resident of 
Decatur for the last eight years, pre-
viously from Grand Prairie, passed 
away on Monday, September 5, 
2016. Born on October 7, 1954 in 
Dallas, Texas to Billie Clarence and 
Grace Genelle Gilliam Berrier, Ron 
worked at C.B.R.E. Richard Ellis 
as a maintenance worker for more 
than 20 years. He is survived by his 
wife of 31 years, Brenda; sons, Jer-
emy McCombs and wife Michele of 
Aubrey, Zachary Berrier and wife 
Ashley of Decatur; six grandchil-
dren: Dagan, Cade, Landon, Tifani, 
Gracie and Audrey; mother, Grace 
Conner of Irving; brothers, Clifford 
Berrier and wife Linda of Krum, 
Terry Berrier of Irving; sisters, Don-

RON BERRIER

na Bacak and Lorie Sheppard, both of Irving, as well as several nieces and 
nephews. He is preceded in death by his father, two brothers, Danny and 
Eddie Berrier; and a sister, Norma Lincoln. The family received friends on 
Wednesday, September 7th, at Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home, 606 
West Airport Freeway, Irving, Texas. The funeral service was held on Thurs-
day, September 8th, at 2:00 PM in the funeral home chapel. Burial followed 
at Oak Grove Memorial Gardens, 1413 East Irving Boulevard, Irving, Texas 
75060.

King, Charles Donald “Don”, 88, passed away September 03, 2016 in Ir-
ving.  Born November 21, 1927 near Howland, Lamar Co., Texas to Arnold 
Carson King and Jimmie Bell (Sullivan) King.

Don grew up in Greenville, Texas graduating from Greenville High School 
where he played football, basketball, and other sports. Upon receiving a 
football scholarship from East Texas State University, he graduated with a 
teaching certificate.  He soon realized his love of coaching sports.

He met the love of his life, Hope Gaynell Hampton, at a Christmas party 
in Naples, Texas in 1950.  They married on March 1, 1952 at the First United 
Methodist Church in Naples.

In December, 1952 Don joined the US Army. He was stationed at Ft. 

KING, CHARLES DONALD “DON”

Santa Fe, TX.  In 1968, Don began his 20 year career with Irving ISD.  He 
coached football at Mac Arthur High School and Nimitz High School, along 
with teaching Government, Economics, and Social Studies.  Retiring from 
Nimitz in 1986.

After retirement, Don coached the golf team at Irving High School, the 
team won the district meet.  He refereed basketball games and enjoyed other 
odd jobs.  His favorite summer/retirement jobs were selling football sched-
ule cards and being a greeter at DFW Airport.

Don was a member of the Stockyard Lodge #1244 A.F. & A.M., Yorkrite 
in LaMarque, El Mina Shrine in Galveston where he served in the Motor 
Patrol, Hella Shrine in Dallas, and Irving Shrine Club.

Don was preceded in death by his parents; and sister, Jimmie Elizabeth 
Allen.

He is survived by his wife, Hope King; children, Doug King and wife, 
Mary; Debbie Whelan and husband, Ken; Pam Acker and husband, Chuck; 
grandchildren, Austin Whelan and wife, Sarah; Eric Whelan and Becca Bai-
ley; Kristen Whelan and Matt Shoemaker; Jarrod King and Ashley Jeffer-
son; Hilary Taylor; Meredith King Wintjen and husband, Bryce.

The family will receive friends for visitation from 9:30 AM- 10:30 AM 
with Funeral Services following at 10:30AM on Thursday, September 08, 
2016 at Christ Church Irving. Interment with military honors will follow at 
3:30 PM at Cornett Cemetery near Naples, TX.

Funeral arrangements will be conducted under the direction of Chism-
Smith Funeral Home. In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to Shriners 
Hospital for Children in Galveston at www.shrinershospitalforchildren.
org .

A.T. “Squeaky” Guynn, age 76, a 
long-time resident of Irving, died on 
Wednesday, August 31, 2016 in Dal-
las, Texas. Born March 27, 1940 in 
Celina, Texas to Andrew Bailey and 
Bama Wava Smith Guynn, Squeaky 
was a mechanic at Merchants Fast 
Motor Line for over 30 years. He 
was a member of the Baptist faith, 
a 15-year member of ICOP (Citizens 
on Patrol) and a member of the “Age 
of Steam Railroad Museum”. Rail-
roads and trains were his passion. 
Preceded in death by his parents 
and daughter, Sandra Kay Guynn, 
Squeaky is survived by his wife of 44 
years, Bonnie of Irving; son, Todd 

A.T. “SQUEAKY” GUYNN

Parish of Irving; daughters, Kathy Ringland and husband David of Victo-
ria, Texas, Barbara Gammon of Kyle, Texas, Tammy Codding and husband 
James of Waco, Texas, Rebecca Ingram and husband Frank of Lewisville, 
Texas; 11 grandchildren; three great-grandchildren; brother Frankie Guynn 
and wife Janie of Amarillo, Texas; nephews Michael and Mark Guynn. The 
family received friends at Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home, 606 West Air-
port Freeway, Irving, Texas 75062, Wednesday, September 7, 2016. Grave-
side services at Dallas-Fort Worth National Cemetery were held at 3:00 p.m. 
on Friday, September 9, 2016.

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

Phillip Hoffmann
Aug. 11, 1938 - Sep. 4, 2016

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

Diane Jeaneen Trimmier
Jun. 1, 1949 - Aug. 24, 2016

Melba “Sis” Jobe
Jun. 13, 1928 - Aug. 26, 2016

Norman Harris
Apr. 25, 1950 - Aug. 25, 2016

A.T. “Sqeaky” Guynn
Mar. 27, 1940 - Aug. 31, 2016

Joy Fay Dickerson
Aug. 24, 1932 - Aug. 30, 2016

Charlotte Bowden Tadlock
Jul. 3, 1940 - Sep. 1, 2016

Ron Berrier
Oct. 7, 1954 - Sep. 5, 2016

Chaffee, AR where he served in the 
Cadre.  

Don started his teaching/coach-
ing career at Paul Prewitt Schools 
in Naples/Omaha.  He went on to 
coach in Texas City, Galveston, and 

CLASSIFIEDS

LEGALS

EVENT HALL 
RENTALS

IRVING ELKS LODGE #2334
2015 N. BRITAIN RD.

IRVING, TX 75061
PLEASE CALL
(972) 579-0005

FOR MORE INFORMATION.
SEATING FOR UP TO 230

PEOPLE, FULL SERVICE BAR.

RENTALS

Eco-Site, Inc. is proposing to install a monopole at 1101 N. Carson, Irving, TX (32-49-33.6N, 96-
56-33.4W).  The height of the tower will be 33.5 meters above ground level (186.5 meters above 
mean sea level).  The tower is anticipated to have no lights.  Interested persons may review the 
application for this project at www.fcc.gov/asr/applications by entering Antenna Structure Reg-
istration (Form 854) file no. A1047677 and may raise environmental concerns about the project 
under the National Environmental Policy Act rules of the Federal Communications Commission, 
47 CFR §1.1307, by notifying the FCC of the specific reasons that the action may have a signifi-
cant impact on the quality of the human environment. Requests for Environmental Review must 
be filed within 30 days of the date that notice of the project is published on the FCC’s website 
and may only raise environmental concerns. The FCC strongly encourages interested parties 
to file Requests for Environmental Review online at www.fcc.gov/asr/environmentalrequest, but 
they may be filed with a paper copy by mailing the Request to FCC Requests for Environmental 
Review, Attn: Ramon Williams, 445 12th Street SW, Washington, DC 20554.  A copy of the 
Request should be provided to Eco-Site at 240 Leigh Farm Rd, suite 415 Durham, NC  27707.

The Lone Star Youth Orchestra 
(LSYO) announces its 2016-2017 
Season, beginning Nov. 9 at 7 p.m. 
at the Irving Arts Center, Carpenter 
Hall, Irving. 

The Lone Star Youth Orches-
tra, under the direction of Maestro 
Kevin Pearce, presents a concert 
series that is guaranteed to inspire 
and expand your musical interests. 
Polish off your tea and crumpets, 
because we open the season with a 

The Lone Star Youth Orchestra season begins in November
British Invasion! Exploring works 
from across the pond like Music 
From the Royal Fireworks (Handel/
Johnson) and selections from the 
ever-popular The Phantom of the 
Opera (Lloyd Webber/Custer), this 
program is sure to bring out your 
inner royalty. Next up is our annual 
performance as a part of the Irving 
Arts Center Holiday Open House 
where patrons can expect to hear 
beautiful arrangements of favorite 

carols like “Away in a Manger” and 
“It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” 
(Anderson), as well as a contempo-
rary piece (Coleman’s Umoja) that 
is guaranteed to convey the unity of 
the season.

Our spring concerts are sure to 
thrill and amaze as we present The 
Symphony Sings, a program includ-
ing orchestral excerpts from various 
operas such as Donizetti’s L’elisir 
d’amore and Ponchielli’s La Giocon-
da, and Marche Finale, an evening 
of military inspired works by Saint-
Saëns and Haydn. These concerts 
also feature our fabulous LSYO Con-
certo Competition Winners, so you 
definitely won�t want to miss these 
bright young stars. 

The Lone Star Youth Orchestra is 
under the direction of Maestro Kev-

in Pearce, who brings a unique com-
bination of a world-class musical 
background and an unending com-
mitment to education. Pearce re-
cently completed coursework for his 
Doctor of Musical Arts in Orches-
tral Conducting at the University of 
North Texas, in the studio of David 
Itkin. From 2008-2013, he served as 
the inaugural Director of Orchestras 
at Cypress Lakes High School where 
his ensembles won multiple UIL 
Sweepstakes awards, as well as top 
honors in local and national festi-
vals. Kevin is also a recipient of both 
a Graduate Assistant Tuition Schol-
arship from the University of North 
Texas and a Graduate Scholarship 
from the Texas Music Educators As-
sociation.

The Lone Star Youth Orchestra is 

the only tuition-free youth orchestra 
in the Dallas-Fort Worth area, and is 
one of the most pivotal pre-college 
experiences for talented high school 
instrumentalists. Membership in the 
Lone Star Youth Orchestra is open 
to all middle and high school string, 
woodwind, brass, and percussion 
players. The LSYO offers rolling au-
ditions throughout the season for 
any interested student musicians. 
Additional information regarding 
auditions can be found at www.las-
colinassymphony.org/lsyo or by call-
ing 972-252-4800.

Single tickets are available by 
phone or at the door. Ticket pricing 
is $6.50 per student and $13.50 for 
adults. All seating is general admis-
sion. 

SOURCE Lone Star Youth Orchestra

COMFORT – An Irving youth 
received an award at the end of his 
week of camping at Hermann Sons 
Youth Camp this summer.

A week at Hermann Sons Youth 
Camp is offered as a benefit to ju-
nior members of Hermann Sons 
between the ages of 9 and 13. Eight 
weekly sessions are held each year at 
two sites - Riverside Camp for girls, 
and Hilltop Camp for boys. Both are 
accredited by the American Camp 
Association.

Ryder LeClair was named Most 
Athletic Camper at the end of Week 
4 at Hilltop Camp. Ryder, a member 
of Rowena Hermann Sons Lodge 
No.216, is the son of Robert and Lisa 
LeClair.

Hermann Sons is a life insurance 
company. It offers a variety of life in-
surance plans and annuity products 
plus other services.

The more than 70,000 policy-
holder members belong to one of 
136 local lodges across Texas and 
have access to a wide range of ben-

efits. The Grand Lodge, which was 
formed in 1890, is located in San 
Antonio. 

Hermann Sons operates the 
youth camp in Comfort and 32 tui-
tion-free dance schools for its junior 

Irving camper earns award at
Hermann Sons Youth Camp

Hyla, Inc. has multiple openings for 
an OBIEE Developer in Farmers 
Branch, TX. Req: MS or BS or foreign 
equivalent in Comp Sci, Comp App, 
or related field. With BS: 5 years of 
relevant exp in OBIEE and 5 years of 
relevant exp in BI projects. With MS: 
3 yrs of relevant exp in OBIEE and 3 
years of relevant exp in BI projects. 
Exp may be gained concurrently. Any 
suitable combination of education, 
experience and training will be 
accepted. Interested applicants 
should forward resumes to Cindy 
Sewell, Hyla, Inc. 1507 LBJ Fwy, 
Ste 500, Farmers Branch, TX 75234.

EMPLOYMENT

members and a retirement home for 
its older members. The organization 
is known for its volunteer efforts that 
benefit thousands of people every 
year.

SOURCE Hermann Sons

Freelancers Needed
Rambler Newspapers is currently 

seeking inquisitive individuals 
with experience in:

Editing - Writing 
- Photography

To apply send resume, clips and 
image samples to: 

staceys@ramblernewspapers.net
For more information

call  972-870-1992
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Everyone who joins the Arbor 
Day Foundation in September will 
receive 10 free trees as part of the 
Foundation’s Trees for America 
program.

Through Trees for America, ev-
eryone is encouraged to plant trees, 
which benefit the environment and 
improves quality of life. With nearly 
1 million members and supporters, 
the Arbor Day Foundation is the na-
tion’s largest nonprofit organization 
dedicated to planting trees.

Everyone joining this month will 
receive one of the following tree 
packages based on their location: 
10 Arizona cypress, 10 live oak or 10 
mix trees including eastern redbud, 
white pine, sugar maple, white flow-
ering dogwood, pin oak, red maple, 
river birch, silver maple, northern 
red oak, and Colorado blue spruce.

“These trees are carefully selected 
to yield year-round benefits, includ-
ing beautiful spring flowers, cool 
summer shade, spectacular autumn 
colors, winter berries, and nesting 
sites for songbirds,” said Matt Har-
ris, chief executive of the Arbor Day 
Foundation.

“These trees will also add to the 
proud heritage of your state’s Tree 
City USA communities.” Harris 
said. “For the past 40 years, Tree 
City USA has supported effective 
urban forestry management across 
the country, and planting these 
trees will enhance this tree-planting 
tradition.”

The trees will be shipped postpaid 
at the right time for planting be-
tween Oct. 15 and December 10. The 
6- to 12-inch trees are guaranteed 
to grow or they will be replaced free 
of charge. Easy-to-follow planting 
instructions are enclosed with each 
shipment of trees.

New members of the Arbor Day 
Foundation will also receive The 
Tree Book, which includes informa-
tion about tree planting and care.

To receive the 10 free trees, send 
a $10 membership contribution to 
Ten Trees, Arbor Day Foundation, 
100 Arbor Ave., Nebraska City, NE 
68410, by September 30, 2016, or 
join online at arborday.org/septem-
ber.

SOURCE Arbor Day Foundation

Join the Arbor 
Day Foundation

message that they are tired of sitting 
in traffic, and this funding plan will 
significantly address safety, main-
tenance, connectivity and conges-
tion on our crowded highways. The 
plan presented by the commission 
will allow Texas roads to keep pace 
with our population growth, provide 
much-needed congestion relief for 
working Texans and put the Lone 
Star State well on its way towards 
having a first-in-class highway sys-
tem for decades to come.”

“The Unified Transportation Pro-
gram reflects TxDOT’s commitment 
to planning for and meeting the 
mobility needs of our fast-growing 
state,” Transportation Commission 
Chairman Tryon Lewis said.

With more than $70 billion in 
total funding, the 2017 UTP rep-
resents a significant increase from 

last year’s 10-year plan, which in-
cluded more than $33 billion worth 
of projects. The bulk of the addition-
al funding will come from legisla-
tive- and voter-approved initiatives 
to allocate portions of oil and gas 
taxes, sales taxes and other taxes to 
the state highway fund. Ending the 
practice of appropriating state high-
way funds to agencies other than Tx-
DOT and the passage of long-term 
federal transportation legislation 
also contributed to the additional 
funding.

The new funding in the 2017 UTP 
is largely allocated into program 
areas that address safety, mainte-
nance, congestion and rural connec-
tivity needs. It includes funding for 
all 25 TxDOT districts and 25 metro-
politan planning areas throughout 
the state.

SOURCE Texas Department of 
Transportation

TXDOT
Continued from Page 5

The talented and intrepid Mary Jackson celebrates her 89th birthday with friends and 
family with a variety of goodies including cake, ice cream punch and a selection of 
candies. Remaining sharp in her leisure hours, Mary has recently completed a creative 
writing course via correspondence. /Courtesy Photo

Happy birthday beautiful
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By Nathaniel Sillin
It’s increasingly common to find 

classrooms filled with the blue hue 
of computer and tablet screens. 
Early education or postgraduate 
work, there’s a shift towards tech-
nology-driven, or at least technolo-
gy-aided, schooling.

Students that learn to use tech-
nology to stay organized, conduct 
in-depth research and collaborate 
with peers can also use these skills in 
college and their professional lives.

What devices might students 
need? Laptops, tablets and smart-
phones are the primary devices that 
many students use. Although your 
child likely doesn’t need one of each, 
a graphing calculator is sometimes 
a second necessity for classes and 

standardized tests. 
Some high schools have a one-to-

one program and issue students a 
laptop or tablet that they can bring 
home. Other schools let students 
borrow devices while in class, or let 
students bring their own device.

While the upfront costs of pur-
chasing a device are understandably 
higher, you might want to buy one 
anyway. You won’t need to return it, 
and it can be used during summer 
breaks and subsequent years at no 
extra cost. 

Saving money when purchasing 
your own tech. If you decide to buy 
a device, you may be able to save 
money by timing your purchase and 
comparison shopping. 

Find discounts during annual 

sales. Back-to-school sales often 
include electronics, making this a 
good time to buy. Some manufac-
turers release new models between 
June and August, which can lead 
to an even better discount on last 
year’s models. Labor Day and the 
holidays sales are prime deal times 
later in the year. 

Use retailers’ outlets. Manufac-
turers sometimes offer older mod-
els, open-box items, and refurbished 
electronics for a discount at their on-
line outlet sites. The product might 
even be as good as new, but can’t be 
sold at full price because the box is 
damaged. Check back often because 
the sites frequently post new items. 

Look for student deals. Some 
software companies and electronics 

manufacturers offer student dis-
counts to high schoolers, while oth-
ers restrict the savings to current or 
incoming college students. Research 
policies from manufacturers, as well 
as online retailers, and compare 
them with your local stores’ policies. 

Educational discounts for home-
schooling parents. Homeschooling 
parents may be eligible for manufac-
turers’ educational discounts even if 
their child doesn’t qualify for a stu-
dent discount. 

Shop at resellers. If you’re looking 
for a particular type of tablet or lap-
top, search for the best price. There’s 
no guarantee that buying directly 
from the manufacturer is cheapest. 

Trade in old devices. Some retail-
ers give you store credit for your old 
electronics. It’s a good option if you 
have a device that’s just gathering 
dust on a shelf. 

Buy used. While used electronics 
may be older and slower than the 
latest model, that’s not always a 
problem. For example, some stan-
dardized tests forbid test takers from 
using newer web-enabled graphing 
calculators. You can find used items 

online, at garage sales and in local 
Facebook buy/sell/trade groups. If 
there isn’t a warranty or guarantee 
from a reputable company, deter-
mine the device’s quality before 
making a purchase. 

Always check for coupons and 
rebates. Whether you’re shopping 
online or in a store, always check 
for coupons and discount codes. 
Researching the store’s name plus 
“coupon code” will often result in 
a list of sites with the latest codes. 
Look for more savings by searching 
the product’s name plus rebate. 

Consider budget laptops. There 
are laptops available for just a few 
hundred dollars. These may come 
at a compromise on performance or 
storage capabilities, they can be well 
suited for students’ basic tasks. 

Where you find the best deal can 
depend on what you’re looking for, 
the time of year and one-off promo-
tions. Consider all your options and 
weigh the pros and cons of buying 
an older or used device. 

Bottom line: Understanding tech-
nology is a necessity for many of to-
day’s students and professionals. 

Back-to-school tech for your children

WWE fan, Kevin Villazorta, arrived early with his trombone in hand to meet wrestling ledged ‘The Miz’ in person on Aug. 30. /Photo by 
John Starkey

WWE fans make a lot of noise


