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By Matthew Pedersen
The Greater Irving-Las Colinas 

Chamber of Commerce took great 
strides toward strengthening the 
businesses of North Texas through 
a panel that brought together Jap-
anese and local business men. En-
titled Doing Business with Japanese 
Companies, the event took place 
Thursday, Sep. 22, and centered 
around the discussion of business 
procedure and ethics in a multicul-
tural world. 

Beth Bowman, President and 
CEO of the Greater Irving-Las Coli-
nas Chamber of Commerce and the 
Irving Economic Development Part-
nership, talked about the purpose of 
the panel and what originally moti-
vated the Chamber of Commerce to 
organize it.

“Today’s five-star signature pro-
gram was really [created] to bring 
community awareness to what the 
team’s doing on an economic de-
velopment front as we work to pen-
etrate the Japanese marketplace,” 
Bowman said. “We are very fortu-
nate in Irving to have about 34 busi-

By Vaughn-zel Lloyd
Stitches had knitters and crochet-

ers, inexperienced and experienced, 
using thread and needle to keep the 
old textile arts alive and in the hands 
of a new generation. 

The four-day event started on Sep. 
22 and took over the Irving Conven-
tion Center, attracting knitters and 
crocheters from across the country, 
to buy different fibers, participate 
in fashion shows, bingo nights and 
learn from expert teachers about 

By Matthew Pedersen
Helping to maintain parks and 

public spaces, Keep Irving Beauti-
ful partnered with Don’t Mess With 
Texas to host their 25th annual Trash 
Bash. A legacy to community service 
even a quarter of a century in the 
making, the cleanup saw numerous 

By Matthew Pedersen
As a part this year’s Big Read, the 

Valley Ranch library hosted a very 
personal and intimate author vis-
it from respected young adult and 
children’s author, Benjamin Saenz. 
Best known for his young adult 
novels “Aristotle and Dante Discov-
er the Secrets of the Universe” and 
“Last Night I Sang to the Monster,” 
Saenz shows a depth of imagination 
in his work, provoking a sense of 
wonder that helps kids develop into 
lifelong readers.

Author visits such as Saenz’s are 
set up with two main goals in mind, 
connecting readers with their fa-
vorite authors, and letting authors 
share their experiences and perspec-
tives on writing to anyone who is in-
terested in pursuing that as a career. 
Saenz shared intimate details about 
how he gave up his former career as 
a priest to pursue his passion.

“I knew in my heart that I had not 

Volunteers work to make Irving beautiful
KIB hosts 25th annual Trash Bash

citizens and organizations gather 
together at Richardson Grove Park, 
Saturday, Sep. 24 to improve the 
city’s environment. 

Rick Hose, the coordinator for 
Keep Irving Beautiful, spoke about 
the history of the event and how it 
has grown.

“Our 25th annual Trash Bash was 
fantastic,” Hose said. “We had var-
ious businesses, organizations and 
faith groups that came out today. 
Our entire community came out to-
day, even our schools came out. So 
basically this is a good reflection of 
our community.” 

“It really shows me what I call the 
‘Irving Spirit.’ They [the volunteers] 
are coming out and spending their 
morning with us. Four to five hours 
to help us make our community 
cleaner and safer for everyone who 
comes and visits our parks,” he said.

Many Irving residents remem-
ber the devastation caused by rain 
and flooding in the past year, caus-
ing multiple parks and trails to be 
closed. Hose talked about the ea-
gerness KIB showed in tackling 
the park’s litter after such a unique 
problem.

“This area suffered flooding, and 

it was just recently reopened,” Hose 
said. “This allowed us a special op-
portunity to come out and help. The 
Parks Department did a great job. 
We just kind of helped a little bit. 
This is one of the parks we go to for 
this event, and we also go to Trinity 
View Park.

“The reason for those [two parks] 
is because those are the last stop be-
fore the river. So we’re stopping the 
trash before it hits our river, because 
once it hits that river it can go all 
the way to the Gulf of Mexico. This 

nesses in our community that have 
a headquarter presence in Japan, 
Japanese base companies that have 
US presence in Irving. We want to 
work to expand that.

“Any time the Chamber can be a 
conduit is very exciting. Every day, 
day in and day out, our team has the 
pleasure to be a conduit and help 
business to business relationships, 
business to business development.”

The panel itself was comprised of 
business leaders with years of expe-
rience dealing in the international 
market place. Among them was Wes 
Hargrove, Senior Vice President of 
Development for 7-Eleven, and Jeff 
Horn, Jr, co-founder of Ohashi and 
Horn LLP, an international firm 
with offices in Dallas and Tokyo. 
Rounding out the group was Shin-
suke Takahashi, the President of the 
NEC Corporation of America, which 
is headquartered in Irving.

During the panel, the topic of di-
rect cooperation between American 
and Japanese businesses was inev-

Chamber of Commerce 
connects American and 
Japanese businesses

Knitters, crocheters revel in Stitches
particular aspects of their crafts.

“It’s all about keeping the people 
knitting and crocheting, but it’s also 
to get young people to continue do-
ing it so that the art form never goes 
away,” Libby Butler, a representa-
tive of Gluck Public Relations, said. 
“It’s also about keeping the industry 
alive since its very therapeutic, and 
becoming fulfilled and being proud 
of what you made.”

This is the second year that Stitch-
es has hosted the consumer event 
in the Southwest region. The event 
hosted over 80 classes for knitters 
and crocheters, as well as a market 
place offering a wide selection of 

supplies, book signings, live demon-
strations, style shows and learn-to- 
knit clinics. 

“It’s like a party,” Butler Gluck 
said. “There’s a very vibrant knit-
ting-crocheting culture out here in 
the Dallas metropolis area and a 
lot of shops in Dallas that sell yarn. 
Shows tend to be where there’s a 
major hub or that are easily acces-
sible because we have people that 
come from all over.”

Nathania Apple, a knitting enthu-
siast battles a common misconcep-
tion that the old pastime is dying. 

Saenz talks about his 
battle to find his path

been wise enough to discern my true 
vocation,” Saenz said. “So I decided 
to leave the priesthood. It was very 
difficult and painful for me and for 
my family. But it taught me to be 
brave, because when you know with 
all of your heart, and your mind, and 
your soul that you made a mistake 
you have a choice: live in the mis-
take for the rest of your life, or go 
and live your life.”

Saenz does not spare his audi-
ence, made up of both teens and 
adults, regarding how challenging 
this transition was for him, and how 
the rewards were initially slow to 
come. 

“I didn’t know what I was doing. 
Even though I was a reader, even 
though I had these things that I 
needed and wanted to say, I didn’t 
have the skill to put them out into 
the world,” Saenz said. “Besides, you 

Members of the Irving High School Lady Tiger volleyball team participate in the Keep Irving Beautiful Trash Bash./Courtesy Photo
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
DogFest DFW 
October 1, 8 a.m. - noon
The Lone Star Chapter of Canine Compan-
ions for Independence is proud to present our 
2016 DogFest DFW at the new Baylor Scott 
& White Health Kinkeade Campus! Bring 
your children, and your dogs, and meet the 
volunteers and graduates in the DFW area. 
Attendees will enjoy music, food, fun and 
games for all ages, all while supporting the 
life-changing mission of Canine Companions 
for Independence.
Canine Companions South Central Campus, 
7710 Las Colinas Ridge, Irving, TX 75063. 
Event Day Activities: Dog Activities - Pupcake 
Walk, Paw Print Paintings - Kid Activities - Big 
Blue Dog Bounce House, Face Painting, 
Games - Contests- Dog Costume Contest, 
Best Dog Tricks - Food - Austin’s Under-
dawgs, Steel City Pops, Snowie Naturals.

Purple Paw Project
October 1, 10:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Brighter Tomorrows, will host its 4th Annual 
Purple Paw Project event at Lively Park in 
Irving.
Scheduled during National Domestic Vio-
lence Awareness Month, the Purple Paw 
Project will serve as a kick-off event to help 
Brighter Tomorrows raise awareness and 

community support surrounding the issue 
of pets and domestic violence.

Mardi Gras in the Fall
October 1, 5 to 9 p.m.
Coppell is proud to partner with Dodie’s to 
bring a new, fall spin to Mardi Gras, and 
to bring a brand new event to Old Town 
Coppell! Kids can enjoy face painting and 
arts and crafts, as well as the farmers 
market themed playground and the Main 
Street Interactive Fountain. Popular jazz 
musicians, the N’Awlins Gumbo Kings, will 
entertain the crowd. The N’Awlins Gumbo 
Kings capture the vibrancy of the Crescent 
City with both classic jazz favorites and 
well-crafted originals. For those who want to 
commemorate the fun, a photo booth with a 
variety of festive, Mardi Gras props, will be 
run by the Coppell Chamber of Commerce.

3 Redneck Tenors
October 1, 7:30 pm
The guys are home from their Nova Scotia 
cruise shows and now ready to perform for 
you at the Irving Arts Center. This popular 
group will certainly entertain you as well 
as amaze you with their beautiful voices.  
Come early for we will have a silent auction and 
raffle set up for you to browse, bid, and buy. 

Irving ISD Band Festival 
October 4, 7:30 p.m.
Students, parents, staff, and community 
friends are invited to join us for a night of 
music performed by marching bands from 
Irving, MacArthur, and Nimitiz High Schools, 
along with a special grand finale featuring all 
eight middle school bands. The event will 
take place at Irving School’s Stadium and a 
$2 donation will be collected at the door in 
support of the Fine Arts department.

By Susan Edgley
Coppell, TX–The Coppell High 

School Band traveled to Denton for 
the USBands Metroplex Regional 
Championship marching contest, 
held at C.H. Collins Athletic Com-
plex Saturday, September 24. 

A total of seventeen bands from 
the North Texas area participated 
in the event. During the preliminary 
round, Coppell achieved the high-
est score of 83.550, earning caption 
awards for Best Color Guard, Best 
Music, Best Overall Effect, Best Per-
cussion and Best Visual in Group VI. 

The finals round of competition 
was delayed due to an intense light-
ning storm that was approaching the 
area. Although the storm eventually 
passed, it was too late to resume the 
competition and the contest was 
called off.

As a result, based on the prelim-
inary round scores, Coppell was 
declared the Champion of the US-
Bands Metroplex Regional, earning 
outstanding accolades for Music, 
Overall Effect, Percussion, and Vi-
sual, and finishing second in Color 
Guard (by only 0.2 points.)

“We are honored to be named 

Coppell High Band champ of 
USBands marching contest

Champion,” said Gerry Miller, Di-
rector of Bands for CISD. “USBands 
is a great organization and we were 
excited about participating in Satur-
day’s contest. Even though we were 
not able to perform a second time 
during the finals round, we had a 
good run during preliminaries.”

Coppell’s 2016 show, “Now I See,” 
also delighted the audience. The 
crowd was moved by the music and 
the visuals. 

“The show is really coming togeth-
er,” Miller said. “Our student per-
formers have come a long way since 
they began learning the components 
this summer.I am so proud of their 
accomplishments and look forward 
to our next competition in a couple 
of weeks.” 

Coppell will compete next at the 
Bands of America Regional at Plano 
on Oct. 8, 7:30 a.m., at Clark Stadi-
um. 

The Coppell High School Band is named Champion of the USBands Metroplex Regional 
Championship marching contest in Denton. /Photo by Susan Edgley
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You’re invited to Our annual Craft Fair
October 15th from 10am to 4pm

At First Christian Church
104 Grauwyler (2 blocks off O’connor)

Christmas $ Fall Crafts For decorating & gift giving
Also attending…

Pampered Chef & Scentsy Candles and much more

is the beginning of the Trinity Riv-
er. It goes all the way to the Gulf of 
Mexico and supplies water to over 
five million Texans. People have no 
idea how important that river is to 
us, and our goal is to stop trash from 
getting into that river.”

Vicki Evner, the assistant director 
of planning and community devel-
opment for the City of Irving, at-
tended and helped out with the cook 
team that fed the many volunteers. 
She talked about just how reward-
ing participating in the frontlines of 
a community event is.

“Well, particularly since I work 
for the city, I like to be able to give 
back to the city,” Evner said. “It’s a 
good feeling. We have almost 800 
volunteers here cleaning up the city, 
so it’s a nice thing.”

“We do this about twice a year in 
different parts of the city, and it’s 
amazing to me how many people 
come. They’re from every group, lots 
of civic organizations, lots of faith 
based organizations, concerned in-
dividuals, you name it. I just hope 
more people can get involved in 
Keep Irving Beautiful events. I think 
it’s a great organization and they re-
ally help the city,” she said.

Bernardo Frias, one of the vol-

unteers, talked about what brought 
him down to the Trash Bash.

“I’m actually a teacher at Uplift 
Infinity Preparatory, and we have a 
lot of kids here who came up here to 
pick up trash,” Frias said. “It’s just 
so awesome, seeing them give back 
to the community and take part in 
this community service effort. See-
ing them out here, having a lot of fun 

is really rewarding.”
“I just think it’s great that we have 

these events and activities here for 
our citizens to come and participate 
in. I think it’s awesome that we have 
such a hands on approach, and the 
ability to make a difference in our 
community is great. I think the more 
the word gets out about events like 
this the better off we’ll be,” he said.

KIB
Continued from Page 1

By Vaughn-zel Lloyd 
Hundreds of people participated 

in the third annual D-UP Benefit 
Run on Saturday, Sep. 24, to com-
memorate the life of Dalton De-
brick. In 2014 as freshmen at the 
University of Texas Tech, Dalton 
passed away after a hazing incident 
went wrong. 

The benefit run which was orig-
inally started to cover Dalton’s fu-
neral costs, has become an annual 
event to not only honor Dalton’s 
legacy, but also to raise awareness 
about the risks of hazing and to raise 
money for underprivileged children 
within the community. 

“All of the money that we bring 
in from these events funds three 
different scholarships that are split 
equally between the Irving Nimitz 
Baseball scholarship fund in Dalton 
Debrick’s name, the Irving Schools 
Foundation the D-Up for Deeds 
scholarship in memory of Dalton 
and the Irving YMCA,” Bryan De-
brick, Dalton’s uncle said. 

The event took place at five differ-
ent locations where the participants 
were able to take part in a raffle, 

poker run, live auction, and buy 
t-shirts to honor Dalton’s legacy. 

“It’s basically a 5-card poker 
game,” Bryan Debrick said. “The 
players and participants purchase a 
card at the first stop, as there are five 
different stops, and at each stop they 
pull a card. 

“We do pay out the top three priz-
es and winners of the best poker 
hands. This year I threw in a sur-
prise where we gave out a prize for 
the worst poker hand.”

The Benefit Run mixes together a 
day for motorcyclist enthusiasts and 
hot rod buffs, and gives residents 
throughout the Dallas Fort Worth 
community a chance to mingle, 
play poker and make contributions 
toward the fundraiser. Due to laws 
in Texas the Debrick family are not 
able to call it a Poker Run. 

Bryan Debrick decided that he 
would organize the event to allow 
Dalton’s parents a chance to en-
joy the event and not focus on the 
preparation involved in putting it all 
together.

“This is our third year. The first 
one we put together a couple of 

weeks after Dalton passed away, 
and we raised about $6,200 dollars 
for the first event. The second year 
we increased it a little bit and almost 
raised $8,000,” Bryan Debrick said. 
“We are hoping to exceed that again 
this year.”

According to Robert Ray John-
son, a participant at the event, Dal-
ton’s passing had and will continue 
to have a lasting impact on people 
within thecommunity.

“[The event] definitely has spread 
a big word, and it definitely has 
made an impact on a lot of peo-
ples’ lives, including mine as far as 
the risk of being hazed or going to a 
party where there is alcohol,” John-
son said. “No one should have to go 
through what his parents and his 
friends have went through. It’s defi-
nitely hard, and this event spreads a 
lot of awareness.”

Debbie Debrick, Dalton’s moth-
er, hopes that the family can get 
Dalton’s Irving Schools Foundation 
scholarship fund endowed so that it 
can continue to benefit children in 
the Irving school district forever. 

“We started working with the Ir-

ving Schools Foundation and set up 
the scholarship in his name,” she 
said. “Last year, we did a $2,000 
scholarship there. In order to endow 
that scholarship, we always have to 
pay out $2,000 and eventually will 
need to pay in $40,000, so it will 
pay out for lifetime.”

Debbie Debrick continues to share 
her son’s story and remains active 
within the district and community 
in order to spread awareness. 

“I’m sure some of them are like 
‘here we go again’,” she said. “How-
ever, we have had some kids come 
back and tell us how they got help 
for their friends in similar situations 

and they wouldn’t have probably 
done that if this hadn’t impacted 
them.”

Dalton remembered through D-UP Benefit Run

Keeping the troops fed, volunteers make lunch for everyone involved in this year’s Trash Bash./Courtesy Photo

Finding all sorts of oddities, volunteers recover a variety of once useful object that are 
now headed for the landfill./Courtesy photo
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LEGALS

EVENT HALL RENTALS
IRVING ELKS LODGE #2334

2015 N. BRITAIN RD., IRVING, TX 75061
PLEASE CALL (972) 579-0005
FOR MORE INFORMATION.

SEATING FOR UP TO 230 PEOPLE, FULL SERVICE BAR.

RENTALS

FOR SALE

CLASSIFIEDS

Irving Oak Grove Cemetery Double lawn cryp
$5,000 OBO. 817-562-3080

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING – COMPREHENSIVE PLAN  
CITY OF IRVING CITY COUNCIL 

Public hearing to be held by City Council to consider adoption of the Imagine Irving Comprehensive 
Plan (City of Irving Comprehensive Plan) as the strategic policy guide and vision for the City of Irving.   

LOCATION, DATES & TIMES OF PUBLIC HEARINGS:
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas
City Council Public Hearing: Thursday, October 13, 2016, 7 p.m.

All interested persons are encouraged to attend the public hearings and express their opinions 
on the proposed comprehensive plan.  Written response for the record may also be submitted to: 

City of Irving – Planning & Community Development Dept., 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, TX 
75060

For additional information, please contact the Department at 972-721-2424, or visit www.
imagineirving.org to view the plan and learn more about the public input process used to create it.   

This facility is wheelchair accessible. Accessible parking spaces are available. Requests for 
interpretation services or assistive hearing devices must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting. 
Contact the City Secretary’s Office at (972) 721-2493 for assistance.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL #303-7-20581

The Texas Facilities Commission seeks a lease of approx. 11,455 sq. ft. of usable space 
that consists of 11,260 sq. ft. of office space and 196 sq. ft. of outdoor employee lounge 
area space in Irving or Grand Prairie, TX for the Texas Department of Public Safety 
(DPS).  Proposal deadline is October 26, 2016.  For details contact Evelyn Esquivel 
at (512) 463-6494 or go to http://esbd.cpa.state.tx.us/bid_show.cfm?bidid=127352

ORDINANCE 2016-9860

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 21-88.1 OF CHAPTER 21 ENTITLED “MOTOR 
VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC” OF THE CODE OF CIVIL AND CRIMINAL ORDINANCES OF THE 
CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, BY REPEALING EXPIRED CONSTRUCTION SPEED ZONES AND 
ESTABLISHING A NEW CONSTRUCTION SPEED ZONE WITH A SPEED LIMIT OF 60 MPH FOR 
STATE HIGHWAY LOOP 12; PROVIDING FOR SIGNS; PROVIDING A PENALTY; PROVIDING 
A SAVINGS CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE.

ORDINANCE NO. 2016-9862
ZONING CASE NO.  ZC15-0091
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – PUD FOR S-P-1 (R-AB)

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT 
OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE MACARTHUR/161 ADDITION 
AND LOCATED AT 6761 N. MACARTHUR BOULEVARD, SUITE 150, MORE FULLY AND 
COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE 
USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM PUD PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT UNDER ORDINANCE 
NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO PUD PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT FOR S-P-1 (R-AB) SITE 
PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR RESTAURANT WITH ATTENDANT ACCESSORY USE OF THE SALE 
OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION USES UNDER SECTION 
52-49 OF ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO 
AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS 
RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; 
DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL 
WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS 
OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING THE 
ENTIRE ORDINANCE SHALL BE INVALID IF ANY WORD, PHRASE, CLAUSE, SENTENCE, 
PARAGRAPH OR SECTION OF THIS ORDINANCE IS HELD TO BE INVALID AND PROVIDING 
A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. 2016-9863
ZONING CASE NO. ZC15-0095
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-1

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A 
TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE S.B.T. SUBDIVISION, 
AND LOCATED AT 315 EAST AIRPORT FREEWAY, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY 
DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF 
SAID PROPERTY FROM S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR FWY USES INCLUDING 
CUSTODIAN AND SECURITY RESIDENCES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO 
S-P-1 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR FWY USES INCLUDING CUSTODIAN AND SECURITY 
RESIDENCES AND DAYCARE UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE 
SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL 
CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL 
ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS 
OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC 
INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES 
NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF 
DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO 2016-9865
ZONING CASE NO. ZC16-0056
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-1

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT 
OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE JOHN C. READ SURVEY, 
ABSTRACT NO. 1188, AND LOCATED AT 1319 NORTH IRVING HEIGHTS DRIVE, MORE FULLY 
AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE 
IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM R-7.5 SINGLE FAMILY DISTRICT USE UNDER 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-1 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR R-7.5 USES 
UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO 
AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS 
RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; 
DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL 
WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS 
OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING A 
SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. 2016-9866
ZONING CASE NO. ZC16-0064
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-1 (R-AB)

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A 
TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE ELIZABETH CROCKETT 
SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 217, AND LOCATED AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF W. LAS 
COLINAS BOULEVARD AND PROMENADE PARKWAY, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY 
DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF 
SAID PROPERTY FROM S-P-1 (R-AB) SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR RESTAURANT WITH 
ATTENDANT ACCESSORY USE OF THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR ON-
PREMISES CONSUMPTION UNDER SECTION 52-49 OF ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND HOTEL 
AND RELATED USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-1 (R-AB) SITE 
PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR RESTAURANT WITH ATTENDANT ACCESSORY USE OF THE 
SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION UNDER SECTION 
52-49 OF ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND HOTEL AND RELATED USES UNDER ORDINANCE 
NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART 
HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND 
USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; 
PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT 
THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT 
THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE 
EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING THE ENTIRE ORDINANCE SHALL 
BE INVALID IF ANY WORD, PHRASE, CLAUSE, SENTENCE, PARAGRAPH OR SECTION OF 
THIS ORDINANCE IS HELD TO BE INVALID AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, on 
September 22, 2016.

BETH VAN DUYNE, MAYOR 
ATTEST: Shanae Jennings, City Secretary
APPROVED AS TO FORM: Kuruvilla Oommen, City Attorney

LEGALS

4 cemetery lots and 2 double bronze head 
stones for sale. Cost for all is $18,120 will 
take $14,000. Will sell separate.

Call 817-456-6232

House For Rent
3 Bed 2 Bath w/boat & dock on Vilbig 

Lake in South Irving
$1075/mo. Ph 214-558-9350

Moving / Estate Sale
Sat. Oct. 1st - 8am-nightfall

Furniture, antiques, collectibles, musical 
instruments, some artwork, appliance. 
516 Murl Dr. Irving, Tx 75062

RENTALS

GARAGE SALE

CLASSIFIEDS

SMALLTRAILER - Enclosed trailer for 
sale. Call John for more information,

214-675-6493

was the middle child in a family of 
5 children. 
Barbara was an energetic, athletic 
go-getter, with an enthusiasm for 
all sports, but especially bowling, 
tennis and basketball.  She graduated 
from Kansas State University with 
a Bachelor’s of Science degree in 
Physical Education.  In 1953, Bar-
bara joined the Army’s Women’s 
Medical Specialist Corps as a 2nd 
Lieutenant, and worked as a Physical 
Therapist at Letterman Army Hospi-
tal in San Francisco.  An assignment 
at Fort Ord, California culminated in 
meeting her husband, Oz Webster, to 
whom she was married for 54 years, 
until he passed away in 2010.
After being honorably discharged 
from the Army as a 1st Lieutenant, 
Barbara turned her attention to 
raising children, taking care of her 
husband, running the household, 
and volunteering wherever she saw 
a need, all of which she continued 
to do throughout her life.  Even in 
her later years, Barbara was happy 
to devote her time and energies to 
the Coppell Historical Society’s 
renovation of the Kirkland House.
Mrs. Webster is survived by her 
younger brother, Robert Brownell, 
of Pineville, NC and his wife, Ju-
dith; her son, Stewart Webster and 
his wife, Beth, of Turlock, CA; her 
daughters, Diann McChesney and 
her husband, Jeff, of Ridgefield, 
CT, and Karin Ozowski and her 
husband, Ken, of Flower Mound, TX 
(formerly of Coppell, TX); and six 
grandchildren: Lauren McChesney, 
Marc McChesney, Michael Ozows-
ki, Claire Webster, Patrick Webster, 
and Laura Webster.
A memorial service for Barbara 
Webster will be held at the First 
United Methodist Church of Cop-
pell on Friday, October 14, 2016 
at 12:30pm, followed by a brief 
reception.  Mrs. Webster will be 
laid to rest the same day, at 2:30pm 
at the Dallas/Fort Worth National 
Cemetery, with military honors.  All 
are invited to attend.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contri-
butions can be made in memory of 
Barbara G. Webster to the P.E.O. 
Sisterhood’s Project for Continuing 
Education (PCE).  Donations may 
be made on the P.E.O. website, 
www.peointernational.org. (The 
P.E.O. Sisterhood is a 501(c)(3) or-
ganization; hence all donations are 
tax-deductible.)

Barbara Grace Webster

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

Hallie M. Pickett
Oct. 31, 1932 - Sep. 24, 2016

Eva Lee Nichols
Sep. 21, 1926 - Sep. 25, 2016

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

James M. “Jim” Suggs, Jr.
Mar. 17, 1952 - Sep. 20, 2016

Melvin E. Vigen
Apr. 1, 1928 - Sep. 26, 2016

Martha Blood
May 7, 1925 - Sep. 25, 2016
 
John Blackburn
May 8, 1951 - Sep. 25, 2016

DEATH NOTICES

(972) 870-1992 
laurier@ramblernewspapers.netOBITUARIES

Barbara Grace Webster  (née 
Brownell), 85, most recently of 
Flower Mound, TX, passed away 
peacefully on Saturday morning, 
September 17, 2016, after a long 
journey through Alzheimer’s dis-
ease.  Barbara was born January 30, 
1931 in Upland, Pennsylvania to 
Claude and Marjorie Brownell.  She 

itably brought up. The heart of this 
discussion was the need to adjust to 
different culture’s in order to pro-
mote synergy and efficiency.

Panelist Wes Hargrove explained 
that in order for companies to flour-
ish while working with another cul-
ture, compromises must go both 
ways. 

“We’ve had a couple of recent Jap-

anese companies that have estab-
lished some headquarters here in 
the United States,” Hargrove said. 
“We’ve talked a lot about what we 
need to do to interact with the Jap-
anese companies, but they have the 
same obstacle. What do they need to 
do to adjust to the United States.”

“There’s a perception that the 
American people don’t necessari-

ly work hard, and that’s not true. 
We’re all putting in a lot of hours. 
At the same time, it’s the manage-
ment style too. Here in the United 
States we have the tendency to use 
humor, sarcasm sometimes; that’s 
sometimes misunderstood on the 
Japanese side. It truly is about be-
ing able to blend the best of the 
management style Japan is bring-
ing with the culture of the United 
States.

“You’ve got to look for the best 
qualified resources, and I think 
when you do that you need to un-
derstand what drives them. Just as 
you struggle when it’s a millennial, 
gen-x, the boomers. How you man-
age people is still important, but 
you have to mix that with the style 
of management of the Japanese 
and the United States,” he said.

With the topic of utilizing the 
finest resources available in mind, 
Shinsuke Takahashi mentioned 
how quality is among Japanese 
Corporations’ highest concerns.

“Another point is, Japanese 
companies really believe in quali-
ty,” Takahashi said. “The very high 
quality. That’s good, but sometimes 
that is the part that is complicated. 
Sometimes they look for perfection 
in the quality. It’s a good thing, but 
it comes with a cost. When you’re 
trying to do business in Japan that’s 
something to remember, that quali-
ty is really key.”

Takahashi said larger Japanese 
corporations look to small busi-
nesses like those in North Texas for 
new ideas and strategies.

“Large Japanese corporations 
are aware, particularly in Japanese 
business culture, consensus build-
ing is key,” Takahashi said. “It’s a 

good thing, but at the same time a 
particularly large corporation takes 
its time. It prevents dynamic change 
in the business. They are aware that 
small companies, in comparison to 
large companies, are very innovative 
and fast moving. Large Japanese 
corporations understand that dif-
ference, and they try to partner with 
small companies.”

Following the panel discussion, 
Beth Bowman spoke about the 
strength of Irving, its economy, and 

CHAMBER
Continued from Page 1

grow as leaders, but our community 
benefits from their outreach efforts 
from their projects now and with the 
skills they learn and will provide lat-
er in the future.”

SOURCE Irving ISD

The Singley Academy am-
bassadors leadership team and 
members of the Nimitz High 
School student council recently 
kicked off the Chick-fil-A Lead-
er Academy program. This is an 
effort by the corporate owners 
of Chick Fil-A to influence young 

people to make a positive im-
pact in the world. The kick-off 
program of events is held in 
September at more than 600 
schools across the nation.

As part of the event, students 
participated in activities de-
signed to help them get to know 

each other, think about their 
big dream in life, overcome 
their fears and realize they can 
be leaders in their schools and 
communities today. The culmi-
nating activity was packing 175 
meals that were delivered to a 
local food bank. Students will 

meet monthly to work on lead-
ership skills and will ultimately 
participate in a community ser-
vice project.

“I believe we all benefit from this 
program,” said Marlee Clark, advis-
er of the ambassadors program at 
Singley. “Not only do our students 

Nimitz, Singley student leaders begin special program

its residents.
“Irving, Texas is a community that 

truly is built for business,” Bowman 
said. “Our best days are ahead of us. 
Each one of our residents, our em-
ployers, and their employees should 
really be excited and engaged to 
continue to tell the Irving-Las Co-
linas story, so we can continue to 
build a strong community for the 
future with the rich history that has 
allowed us to have the success we’re 
experiencing today.”
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Sandy Bee
Hi. My name is Sandy Bee, and I'm about 4 years old. I was rescued 
from another shelter. When you meet me, you will definitely notice my 
fun wiry coat, and while no dog is allergy free, the wiry coat would in-
dicate that I'm hypoallergenic, and tend to shed less. The second thing 
you will notice, if you spend even one minute with me, is my wonder-

Grover
Hey y'all! My name's Grover and 

I am so excited about meeting you! 
I'm a young kid who's only 2 months 
old so I've got a lot of life and love to 
give to a fantastic forever family. I 

adore toys, other cats, and long maps. Oh, and that's my brother, Dob-
by, in the background. He's always trying to steal my thunder, but that's 
ok because he's my cuddle buddy when it's nap time.

ful energetic, happy personality. I love people. I love to 
play. I love love love belly rubs. I also know some com-
mands. I'll be here waiting. Let's meet. 

“It’s just the opposite,” Apple said. 
“It’s actually a growing industry. 
One of the lovely things is that we 
have education for all crafters of all 
levels here. If you’re brand-new and 
never picked up needles, you can 
learn how to knit and crotchet here.

“We have one-hour sessions 
where people can learn the craft 
from the ground up, to very ad-
vanced education for people that 
have been doing this craft their 
whole lives to learn new techniques 
and skills and configure their love 
for their craft.”

Lily Chin, a teacher at the event 
was quick to appoint herself as the 
Michael Jordan of the yarn crowd.

“It’s about getting together with 
like-minded people to share your 
passion,” Chin said. “I mean there is 
even an official knitters’ handshake 
and language that only we under-
stand. It causes people to sometimes 
look at us as if we are crazy. The mo-
guls are like, why would you bother 
knitting something when you can go 
out any buy it? But they don’t un-
derstand the process and what goes 
into it. “

Stitches also gives to non-prof-
it organizations like the Knitted 
Knockers who were collecting knit-
ted and crocheted breast prosthetics 
and Halos of Hope who were collect-
ing chemo caps all weekend. 

“There’s a really strong altruistic 
concern for people within the knit-
ting and crocheting community,” 
Apple said. “They tend to love to 
craft for knitting events. They have 
plenty of things that they do and 
have done for their families. Once 
they feel like they’ve done enough 
for themselves and their families 
they tend to knit for charities. “

Although the event consists most-
ly of older women, Chin pointed out 
that she has noticed a change in the 
demographics of people in the in-
dustry.

“My classes have gotten younger 
over the years, as the median age 
was between 50 and 60, but today I 
had a few girls in their 20s,” she said. 
“The Internet has made it younger, 
and there have been more and more 
men coming into the fold as well. “

Chin also added that knitting and 

crocheting can stimulate physical 
and mental development.

“A lot of people use knitting as 
therapy,” Chin said. “Studies have 
shown that it calms the nerves and 
is very helpful with a lot of people 
with disabilities. 

“That’s why people who go 
through death and trauma from lost 
loved ones and stuff, they say knit-
ting takes your mind off of those 
things and gets you through it. 

“I have a lot of students tell me, 
darn if I knew I could apply math to 
knitting, I would have done so much 
better in school, as it’s like a good 
crossword puzzle,” she said.

KNITTERS
Continued from Page 1

By Demond King
More than 500 participants 

walked, ran, and rolled as part of the 
23rd Annual Clay Cooley Dash for 
Dignity. 

The dash benefits the Citizens 
Development Center (CDC) and 

their employment and life-skills 
programs for disabled veterans and 
other adults with disabilities in need 
of employment. 

Each participant of the dash who 
crossed the finish line was awarded 
a medal of completion. Then the top 

runners, in selected age groups and 
overall top runners, were awarded 
trophies and designer sunglasses. 

Hosted at the Urban Towers on 
Saturday, Sep. 24, the fundraising 
event helps increase the employ-
ment resources and life-skills pro-
grams offered to over 500 disabled 
veterans and other adults with dis-
abilities.

“The majority of the people we 
serve have at least two disabilities,” 
Kathi Sebastian, race director, said. 
“We empower them to reach their 
highest level of independence and 
employment.”

Typically employment consists of 
something that requires repetitive-
ness or redundancy, according to 
Sebastian. Customer service, pack-
ing, shipping, and sorting are some 
of the types of jobs available. 

“This is a great fundraiser for the 
Citizens Development Center,” Les-
lie Miller, a parent volunteer, said. 
“The population it serves is amaz-
ing. Each year we are trying to get 
it to grow, and get more numbers. 
I love to come out and do my part.”

Miller’s son has been a client of 
the CDC for six years now, and he 
has participated in the Dash for Dig-
nity for the past three years. She is 
grateful for a program like CDC that 
offers her son the opportunity to do 
the things he sees his family do on a 
daily basis. 

“He sees his family leave to work 
every morning, and he is able to do 
the same,” Miller said. “He loves go-
ing to work. He works eight to four 
every day and earns his own pay-
check.”

The CDC has a work center that 
employs more than 150 adults. They 
also have a team that connects cli-
ents with jobs in the community. 
These jobs could range from cus-
tomer service at Neiman Marcus to 
a ticket taker at an event. 

“Each adult grows to their highest 
level of independence, whether that 
be professionally, socially, or inde-
pendence at home” Tim Allen, the 
executive director of the CDC, said. 
“This special population has needs. 
They can be productive, and they 
want to be productive in society.”

Clay Cooley Dash for Dignity benefits 
working adults with disabilities

ever reason, giving them the ability 
with a certificate and diploma to 
come out of school and make any-
where from $45,000 to $60,000 
dollars. 

“What’s so important about this is 
that it raises the economic status of 

families in the city of Irving.”
The pre-party event also gave 

participants an idea of what could 
be expected at the Gala Party in 
November, by highlighting popu-
lar music, clothes and food from 
the Russian era during the 1920s. 

Participants who elected to dress for 
the pre-party also took part in a mini 
fashion show. 

“It’s always fun to watch the peo-
ple dress up, because I would never 
dress up,” Kay Branch, Bowie Mid-
dle school counselor, said. “Last year 

when the theme was Madagascar, I 
went and bought a dashiki to wear to 
the Gala and didn’t wear it, but the 
event turned out to be so much fun.”

Scanio elaborated on the pro-
cess of how they develop different 
themes for each year.

“We do a different theme every 
year and the reason behind that is 
because we have over 95 countries 
that our students represent in our 
district,” Scanio said. “So we’re try-
ing to pick different countries each 
year to represent our kids.

“We have 35,000 students that 
we serve as a foundation and of that 
we have 95 countries and 56 differ-
ent dialects that they speak. We are 
a very diverse district and unfor-
tunately a very low income as well. 
That’s why there is a necessity for a 
foundation like this.”

The event has seen a growth in at-
tendance since the first year. 

“It started out with 300 people 
and now we’re up to roughly 500 
plus,” Gears said. “We’re outgrow-
ing the Four Seasons venue and 
probably are going to have to move 
to a different venue next year.”

Pre Gala party paves way for Legacy Gala
By Vaughn-zel Lloyd 

The Legacy Gala kickoff party 
brought together teachers, sponsors 
and residents from Irving to social-
ize and take a first look at the Russia 
with Love fashioned theme, while 
collecting silent auction items for 
the upcoming Gala. 

Organized by Christina Winter 
Gears and Crystal Scanio as part 
of the Irving Schools Foundation’s 
fundraiser, the event took place on 
Sep. 20 at the Greater Irving-Las 
Colinas Chamber of Commerce.

The actual Legacy Gala will take 
place on Nov. 18 at the Four Sea-
sons in Irving. The money raised 
by the Gala will be used to support 
students. 

“So the real party is in November; 
this is just pre-party,” Scanio said. 
“Last year we raised $365,000. The 
year before that we raised about 
$417,000, so our goal for this year 
is to raise over a half million dollars. 

“Today’s event is to collect auction 
items that we can then sell to raise 
money for our kids.”

Gears, vice president of develop-
ment for the Irving Schools Foun-
dation, opened up the event and 
stressed the importance of the ex-
pected donations. 

“Thanks to all our sponsors, be-
cause it really supports our children 
in the STEM program,” Gears said. 
“Science, engineering technology 
and math allow our children, who 
choose not to go to college for what-

Freelancers Needed
Rambler Newspapers is currently 

seeking inquisitive individuals 
with experience in:

Editing - Writing 
- Photography

To apply send resume, clips and 
image samples to: 

staceys@ramblernewspapers.net
For more information

call  972-870-1992

Some of the ladies enjoying the Legacy Gala kickoff party show of the latest 1920s Russia with Love fashions, which will be all the 
rage at the Legacy Gala on Nov. 18./Photo by Vaugh-zel Lloyd



Page 6 October 1, 2016     www.RamblerNewspapers.com

FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their infor-
mation on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving 
Rambler will have accurate information. Listings are 
limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location 
and time. If an organization wishes to have more in-
formation than the free listing offers, we will continue 
to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Buttons & Bows Square 

& Round Dance Club 
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
DFW Scroller Saw Club

Last Saturday of each month
9:30 AM to 11:30 AM

Georgia Farrow Rec Center 530 Davis St.
www.dfwscrollers.net / 214-995-9270

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thursday of the month 

7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain

www.irvingarc.org
Irving AMBUCS

Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.
at Spring Creek BBQ

 Irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Second Tuesday each month @ 7:30 P.M.

132 E. Second St. Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm 
IHOP on Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Chateau on Wildbriar Lake

1515 Hard Rock Road
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS

* It was the great Russian author Leo Tolstoy 
who made the following sage observation: 
“A man is like a fraction whose numerator 
is what he is and whose denominator is 
what he thinks of himself. The larger the 
denominator, the smaller the fraction.”

* The earliest known brothel was located in 
Sumer (now southeastern Iraq), all the way 
back in 3300 B.C.E.

* The Gunfight at the O.K. Corral, which 
took place in Tombstone, Arizona, at about 
3 p.m. on Oct. 26, 1881, is probably the 
most famous shootout in the history of the 
Old West. You might be surprised to learn, 
though, that the gunfight didn’t actually 
happen at the O.K. Corral, or even next to it 

-- the gunfight took place in an empty lot six doors down. 

* A futurist in the 1950s made the following prediction: “There 
will come a time when every country in the world will have a 
computer.” 

* Etymology -- the study of words’ history, their origins and 
how their form and meaning have changed over time -- is 
fascinating. For example, take the term “shilly-shally,” meaning 
to vacillate. In the 18th century, “shill” was another form of 
“shall,” and people trying to make a difficult decision might ask 
themselves “Shill I? Shall I?” Over time it was shortened to the 
form we use today.

* If your scissors are getting dull, don’t waste time and effort 
with sharpening stones; all you have to do is cut up sheets of 
sandpaper to hone the cutting edges.

* Those who study such things say that if you added up the 
body masses of all the people on the planet right now, it would 
amount to roughly 750 billion pounds. 

1. COMICS: What is the name of Batman’s 
butler?
2. LITERATURE: Who is the leader of the 
wolves in “The Jungle Book”?
3. GEOGRAPHY: Which two islands in the 

Mediterranean Sea are governed by Italy? 
4. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who was president during World War I?
5. HISTORY: What was the name of the airship that exploded over 
New Jersey in 1937?
6. LANGUAGE: What is a baby’s pacifier called in Great Britain?
7. EXPLORERS: What was the name of Christopher Columbus’ 
flagship?
8. NICKNAMES: What U.S. city calls itself “The Biggest Little City in 
the World”?
9. MEDICAL: What is the modern name for a disease once called 
“consumption”?
10. FAMOUS QUOTATIONS: What children’s author wrote, “You 
have brains in your head. You have feet in your shoes. You can steer 
yourself in any direction you choose”?
Answers
1. Alfred Pennyworth

2. Akela
3. Sicily and Sardinia
4. Woodrow Wilson
5. Hindenburg
6. A dummy
7. Santa Maria
8. Reno, Nev.
9. Tuberculosis
10. Dr. Seuss
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WORSHIP
UNITY CHURCH
Unity of Irving

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class

11:00 AM Service
& Children’s Church

Reverend Frank Pounders
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-5083

unitychurchofirving.com

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third,  75060

972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Chapel
Second and fourth Sundays

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
First Church of Christ, Scientist

2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 75061
972-253-7202

www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-0476

access code 884879
For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
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think, ‘yeah, you just left the priest-
hood, you’re twenty-nine years old.’ 
When you leave the priesthood it 
means that you got a divorce and 
lost your job on the same day.” 

Anyone starting out in writing or 
any artistic medium, will struggle to 
break into their craft. The difference 
between those who succeed and 
those who never go anywhere with 
their art is hard work and diligence, 
a lesson that Saenz proves to his 
fans with his own experiences.

“It’s like being an artist, you 
know? When you’re learning to be 
an artist you have this grand idea in 
your mind about what you want this 
painting to say and speak,” he said. 
“Then slowly, with discipline, your 
skill [as a writer/artist] catches up 
with your imagination. Then, and 
only then, could I call myself, hon-
estly, a writer. It took me time.”

Saenz reflected on all the strug-
gles he went through, from his de-
parture from the priesthood to his 
efforts to find his creative voice, and 
told the audience he had no regrets.

“My coming into this world was 
hardly auspicious. I became a writ-
er. I learned the craft. I learned how 
to do something that I had passion 
for and was called to do, because I 
had already made a rather public 
mistake. I was a priest, and I left 
the priesthood, because I knew that 
I had made a mistake and that this 
was not what God was calling me to 
do,” he said.

The experiences Saenz shared 
were very intimate and personal. 
They showed a genuine desire on his 
part to connect with the audience. 
That connection will no doubt stick 
in their minds as they read or reread 
his work, giving them a deeper level 
of understanding. 

Danyelle Wiess, the senior librar-
ian at the Valley Ranch Library, 

talked about how rewarding hosting 
these events, and fostering these 
connections, really is.

“It is one of my favorite things 
that the library does, when we get to 
have author events like this,” Wiess 
said. “So much of reading, especial-
ly for teens, is assigned reading in 
schools. Connecting people with an 
author who wrote a book that ac-
tually speaks to them, showing real 
feelings and putting a face to those 
feelings; it broadens the reading ex-
perience completely for everyone.”

Wiess also talked about how this 
deeper understanding can spark a 
child’s love of reading.

“Suddenly we’re not in a class-
room. These are my people, we’re 
with my people, and here’s a guy 
who wrote something that deep-
ly spoke to me. That’s my favorite 
thing about events like this,” she 
said.

After the event, Wiess talked 
about the library’s mission to serve 
the citizens of Irving.

“Come to the library; we love you. 
We want you to be here,” Wiess said. 
“We’ve got books, we’ve got data-
bases. We can help you find a job, 
we can help you expand your career 
and skills, and we just love people. 
We love having people here, and 
we’d love if you came in.”

Saenz also shared his support of 
Valley Ranch Library and other li-
braries across the country. Early in 
his life, he too learned to connect 
with the authors of his favorite sto-
ries, as people.

“The books that I read changed 
my life and the way I looked at the 
world. I learned to be a generous 
reader, because the books that I 
read didn’t have to be about me, 
for which I am very grateful,” Saenz 
said.

AUTHOR
Continued from Page 1

By Matthew Pedersen
As a part of Irving’s Big Read 

series, the Irving Heritage Society 
sponsored a panel discussion at the 
Irving Arts Center on Sunday, Sep. 
25. 

The discussion’s key topics were 
the themes and messages within 
Luis Alberto Urrea’s novel “Into the 
Beautiful North.” The story’s main 
theme revolves around the conflict 
of merging Mexican and American 
cultures at the countries’ shared 
border. A number of North Texas 
academics and literary figures made 
up the panel, which explored the 
theme holds significance for a heav-
ily diverse community like Irving. 

Al Zapanta, the president and 
CEO of the United States - Mexican 
Chamber of Commerce, moderated 
the discussion, further filling his role 
as a bridge between two countries. 
Zapanta shared his family history, 
and why he identified so heavily 
with the event’s purpose.

“My family is interesting, because 
I really am a big blend. My mother 
was half-German and half-Mexican. 
My father has got Mexican, Spanish, 
Irish, Filipino, so I got a little of ev-
erything,” Zapanta said.

Zapanta also spoke about how the 
themes of Luis Urrea’s novel further 
applied to the city of Irving itself. 

“Irving has changed as our coun-
try has changed, but when you look 
at the history of Texas and the states 
along the southwestern border, you 
see that Texas has the biggest bor-
der with Mexico,” Zapanta said. 
“Texas has that major relationship, 
that history, along the border.” 

Jan Bodnar, a member of the Ir-
ving Outreach Committee, is excit-
ed that the local schools have been 
getting involved in this year’s NEA 
Big Read.

“Every senior in Irving High 
School got a copy of the book this 
year,” Bodnar said. “That was pro-
vided by the Irving Schools Foun-
dation, so they spent a lot of money 
to make sure that every high school 
senior got a copy of the book, and 
they’re reading it right now.”

Rick Stopfer, the president of the 
Irving Heritage Society, was in at-
tendance for the panel discussion. 
Prior to its start, Stopfer talked 
about why his organization part-
nered with the NEA’s Big Read.

“The Heritage Society has always 
been one to work with the different 

agencies of the city, the different 
arts groups, the library, and other,” 
Stopfer said. “When the Big Read 
first came about citywide, the Her-
itage Society wanted to figure out 
how they could be involved, and 
how they could be part of bringing 
the community together through 
this.”

Stopfer also expressed satisfac-
tion with how Irving has continued 
to support its library system.

“The City of Irving has done a 
great job. Over the years we’ve 
continued to improve our library 
system” building new libraries, ex-
panding our existing libraries. Peo-
ple will tell you that people don’t 
use libraries anymore, but if you go 
to the library today, the one in Val-
ley Ranch or the one in East Irving, 
you’ll see that it’s packed.

“It’s exciting to see that the young 
generation is involved, and to see 
that the library system has evolved. 
I also think that having the Heri-
tage Society involved is important, 
because we need to explain to peo-

ple how Irving became this, where 
Irving started from, how we’ve 
evolved, how we’ve changed, and 
how we’re going to change in the 
future.

“It’s important for us to come to-
gether and talk about our heritages, 
because we are a melting pot of her-
itages. That’s what we need to do, 
figure out how we can understand 

each other and accept each other’s 
heritages, to work together. 

“I think Irving is a great city with 
so many opportunities. We’re so for-
tunate to have the different people 
who have gathered here today, that 
have showed interest in our com-
munity, and come to participate in 
events like this. It says a lot about 
our community,” he said.

Panel celebrates Irving’s Mexican-American heritage

Irving ISD Superintendent of 
Schools Jose L. Parra, Ed.D., joined 
North Texas mayors and superin-
tendents at the George W. Bush 
Presidential Center for a roundtable 
discussion on State of Our Cities: 
Profiles of Education Performance 
around the Nation. 

This new online tool from the 
Bush Institute provides compara-
ble education data on more than 
100 U.S. cities. The event highlight-
ed State of Our Cities as a resource 
for compiling available data from 
multiple sources and helping in-
form mayors and city leaders about 
what is needed to help prepare stu-
dents for college and the workforce. 
The tool includes data on 114 cit-
ies, allowing users to compare their 
community’s scores at the state, 
national and global level. The data 
outlines performance on indicators 
including: a high-quality education 
for every student; supported path-
ways to college and career; early 
childhood education that prepares 
students for the classroom; and ef-
fective educators and principals. 
Armed with these observations, 
State of Our Cities offers a starting 
point so mayors and city leaders can 
work with their communities to ad-
dress important needs or accelerate 
change.

Roundtable guests had the oppor-
tunity to highlight current initiatives 
under way in their respective dis-
tricts, identifying places of success 
across the region. Dr. Parra touched 
on Irving ISD’s Partners in Educa-
tion program as a means to increase 
the investment of time, student re-
sources, and mentorship from local 
businesses. 

He joined Dallas Mayor Mike 
Rawlings, Fort Worth Mayor Bet-
sy Price, Irving Mayor Beth Van 
Duyne, and Arlington Mayor Jeff 
Williams for the discussion, along 
with education leaders from across 
the state of Texas including: Arling-
ton ISD Superintendent Marcelo 
Cavazos; Dallas ISD Superinten-
dent Michael Hinojosa; Fort Worth 
ISD Superintendent Kent Paredes 
Scribner; San Antonio ISD Deputy 
Superintendent Dr. Emilio Castro; 
Ana Acevedo, City of San Antonio 
Education Policy Administrator; 
and more. 

State of Our Cities, which will 

be routinely updated, is part of the 
Bush Institute’s Education Reform 
initiative to help ensure all students 

Dr. Parra participates in
education roundtable

are on a path to success. To view, 
visit www.bushcenter.org/stateo-
fourcities.

SOURCE Irving ISD

The Irving Heritage Society hosts a panel discussion on Luis Alberto Urrea’s novel “Into 
the Beautiful North.”/Courtesy photo
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Where services count

FRIENDLY DRIVE THRU 
SERVICES REMAIN OPEN

ATM Service
Full Lobby Services
Customer Service

Loan Services
Account Services

Online & Mobile Services

2400 West Irving Boulevard - Irving, TX 75061  214.524.6800
950 North Beltline Road - Irving, TX 75061       972.986.2222
DRIVE THRU:  Mon. - Fri.: 7:30am - 6:00pm

   Sat: 8:00am - Noon   www.bnkwest.com

With reservations for 430 friends, 
The Great Harvest ~ An Evening 
to Care benefitting Irving Cares 
was a fantastic party raising nearly 
$270,000. Irving Cares welcomed 
these friends, old and new, to the Ir-
ving Convention Center grand ball-
room and prefunction area, and it 
was the perfect setting for this gath-
ering to celebrate the work accom-
plished at Irving Cares. 

This event has raised more than 
a cumulative $2.5 million since its 
inception in 1991. Guests enjoyed a 

lively evening with auction bidding 
and a Silver Ticket raffle where the 
winner chose a wine train trip to 
Napa Valley, California from the live 
auction. Cydney Roberts, the 2016 
Chair, coordinated a truly milestone 
event. 

Irving Cares looks forward with 
anticipation to the 2017 event, ten-
tatively scheduled for Sep. 22, 2017 
at Irving Convention Center. The 
event will celebrate the 60th Birth-
day of Irving Cares. 

SOURCE Irving Cares

Great Harvest sets
attendance record

Chef Jenn Felmley from 
Johnson and Wales Univer-
sity visited with students in 
the culinary arts program at 
Nimitz High School, demon-
strating how to make “fall 
spiced olive oil cake waffles 
with orange caramel sauce.” 
Femley also provided stu-
dents with information about 
the college and scholarships.

SOURCE Irving ISD

Dallas – Two Dallas County Com-
munity College District students 
started their first days on campus 
at Southern Methodist University as 
SMU 2016 Erin Tierney Kramp Hon-
ors Transfer Scholars. Keaton (Shae) 
Johnston and Ojaswee Giri received 
full-tuition scholarships to attend 
SMU for up to five terms.

Johnston previously attended 
Brookhaven and Eastfield colleges, 
and Ojaswee graduated from North 
Lake College; both transferred to 
SMU with a 4.0 grade point average.

The Kramp transfer scholarship 
was first offered in 2010 to recipi-
ents of DCCCD’s Erin Tierney Kramp 
Encouragement Scholarship. 

Erin Tierney Kramp, who fought 
breast cancer from 1994 to 1998, 
created a videotaped legacy on “life 
lessons” for her young daughter 
that would convey Kramp’s views 
and advice to Peyton as the young 
girl grew up, following her mother’s 
death.

“We are extremely honored and 
grateful for the opportunity to part-
ner with such a prestigious educa-
tional institution as SMU,” Michael 
Brown, president of the Erin Tierney 
Kramp Foundation, said. “We are 
confident that the outstanding in-
dividuals selected to receive these 
transfer scholarships will make ex-
cellent additions to the SMU student 
body.”

Johnston, who survived poverty, 
homelessness and abuse through 
education, majored in biology at 
Eastfield. 

“My story begins with an end,” 
he said. That end was the end of his 
family when his father disappeared 
and eventually landed in jail as an 
addict afflicted by depression. It also 
was the end of a place to call home 
when his mother lost her job and 
the family became homeless, drift-
ing from relative to relative, looking 
for a place to stay. 

“We changed homes as regularly 
as the season,” Johnston said, “and I 
began to feel as though my destiny 
in life was to fail, just as my parents 
[had failed].” 

When Johnston started high 
school, however, his life and his out-
look changed. 

“As I matured, an epiphany came 
upon me. I realized that if I did not 
alter my views on life, I would be-
come victim to a self-fulling proph-
ecy, so I began to study, to apply 
myself and to move past my own 
hardships,” he said.

The high school salutatorian built 
on that success at Eastfield, earning 
a 4.0 GPA, tutoring other students 
and working at the Eastfield Link 
Learning Center. He also was in-

Irving High cadets selected for leadership conference
Irving High School MCJROTC 

Cadet Commanding Officer Colo-
nel Aaron Potter (center) and Cadet 
Company Gunnery Sergeant Alejan-
dra Vasquez (third from left) were 
selected from a pool of thousands 
of ROTC cadets and other student 
leaders from across Texas and Okla-
homa to attend the week-long Youth 
Leadership Conference at Texas 
Wesleyan University. 

The conference, sponsored by 
the Military Officers of World Wars 
(MOWW), offers high school stu-
dents the chance to develop lead-
ership skills via patriotic education. 
The general curriculum goal is 50 
percent of class time is devoted to 
leadership, 30 percent to U.S. his-
tory and U.S. Government, and 20 

percent to the Free Enterprise Sys-
tem and the U.S. economy. Students 
interact with instructors and peers 
in small group discussions, debates, 
skits, etc., Most YLCs conduct a 

mock trial using an actual US court 
case. Students also make oral and 
written presentations.

SOURCE Irving ISD

Fall treat for Nimitz culinary students

DCCCD students start fall semester as SMU Kramp Honors Scholars
ducted in the academic honorary for 
two-year colleges, Phi Theta Kap-
pa. A degree from SMU is the next 
step in his journey to attend medical 
school and become an anesthesiol-
ogist in either a hospital or private 
clinic.

Giri survived almost certain death 
in Nepal, but she continues to be 
excited about building her life in the 
U.S. She majored in accounting at 
North Lake College. In Nepal, baby 
girls bring misfortune and shame; 
many are killed by their family mem-
bers because they are considered a 
burden. Giri escaped that fate when 
her mother fought for her daugh-
ter’s life, even after she was beaten, 
received death threats and eventu-
ally was kicked out of the house by 
her husband – all when Giri was only 
five months old. 

For some time, the little girl found 
refuge in school, a place she called 
her “first home” during those early 
years. 

“Some people made fun of me, 
while others sympathized with me 
because I was abandoned by my 
own family,” Giri said. 

Eventually Giri and her mother 

were able to leave the country and 
immigrate to the United States, 
where they faced challenges fitting 
into American society. She learned a 
new language, adopted a new cul-
ture, went to college, and became 
involved in Phi Theta Kappa and 
North Lake’s Student Government 

Association as both a member and 
an officer, among a number of other 
activities.  

Giri, who plans to become a cer-
tified public accountant and a social 
entrepreneur, believes in serving 
people. She plans to return to Ne-
pal and “start an organization in my 

home country to encourage girls 
and women to go to school, to be-
come independent and strong, and 
to show society that a woman is not 
a burden.” 

SOURCE Dallas County Community College 
District

The Great Harvest attracts more people to help those in need./Courtesy photo


