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By Vaughn-zel Lloyd 
More than 1,000 student mu-

sicians played their instruments 
during the 34thannual Irving ISD 
Band Festival at the Irving School 
Stadium on Tuesday, Oct. 4.  

The festival featured eight middle 
school bands and three high school 
bands from Irving ISD. 

Director Jeff King from the Fine 
Arts Department also brought in 
three adjudicators to judge the 
Nimitz, Macarthur and Irving High 
School Bands’ performances. 

“The Irving Band Festival gives 
our students a chance to perform 
in a “UIL atmosphere;” same rules, 
same timing, and with judges pro-
viding critique,” Daniel Grant, the 
Irving High School band director 
said. “It also gives our parents and 
friends a chance to see the show 
at no charge. We showcased the 
marching competition shows of all 
three Irving high schools, and then 
concluded with a “mass band” per-
formance by all three high schools 
and eight middle school bands: over 
1000 students.”

With the Region 20 Marching 
contest scheduled to take place at 
Duncanville High School on Oct. 
15, the festival gives students from 
Irving, MacArthur and Nimitz a 
chance to gauge where they stand. 

“We had three judges who gave 
us comments and things to work 
on and look to improve on. It re-
ally helped getting the three judg-
es’ comments,” Darrin Duff, the 

By Vaughn-zel Lloyd 
Blue skies and physical educa-

tion teachers greeted participants 
of the first annual iRun Fun Walk/
Run and Wellness Fair as they start-
ed, and eventually finished, the run 
hosted at the Irving Schools Stadi-
um on Saturday, Oct. 8. 

Irving ISD partnered with the Ir-
ving Schools Foundation and Baylor 
Scott & White to organize the morn-
ing of fun and fitness. The event fea-
tured a mile-and-half run through a 
zig-zag course on the Irving Stadi-
um grounds and a wellness fair with 
plenty of vendors featuring local 
businesses. 

“The most exciting part of it was 

The City of Irving filed a motion 
in U.S. District Court on Oct. 6 
seeking to dismiss a lawsuit filed by 
Mohamed Elhassan Mohamed on 
behalf of his son, Ahmed Mohamed, 
the former MacArthur High School 
student who, in September 2015, 
brought to school a homemade de-

45 native trees along the northern 
Campion Trails at Bird’s Fort Park. 
The City of Irving Parks Department 
staff prepared the area prior to the 
event, so the holes were dug and the 
trees were ready for the volunteers 
to plant them. 

Staff members first gave instruc-
tions on prepping the roots, proper 
planting depth, and mulching tech-
niques, then the volunteers divided 
into groups to start their work. 

This project was made possible 
by a $5,000 UPS Foundation Com-
munity Tree Planting Grant through 
a partnership with Keep America 
Beautiful, which KIB was awarded 
earlier this year. This is the third 
consecutive year for KIB to win 
this grant, with the two previous 
grant projects being at the city’s tree 
farm at Mountain Creek Preserve. 
This time the trees – a mix of bald 
cypress, bur oak and cedar elm – 
were planted to replace those lost in 
flooding of the Elm Fork of the Trin-
ity River last year. Many of those 
trees had been planted almost six 
years ago as part of the NFL’s “Super 
Grow XLV – Touchdown for Trees” 
initiative leading up to the North 
Texas Super Bowl.

“The original event back in No-
vember of 2010 was one of twelve 
events held in the Super Bowl host 
cities, and Irving was named the 

MacArthur High School band di-
rector said. “The judges were at the 
top of the press box similar to a po-
sition that the judges will be at UIL 
region.”

Each high school has about three 
to four band competitions a year. 
The district is responsible for re-
cording each performance and 
commentary from the panel of ad-
judicators. 

“We show our students the vid-
eo. Just like a football coach would 
show their team video, we stop, and 
rewind, and slow down, and show 
things that could be done better,” 
Duff said. “We also take the judges’ 
tapes and have the students listen to 
those depending on how much time 
we have to do that. The directors all 
listen to the judges’ videos and take 
notes.”

This year’s festival was a little dif-
ferent from the events in the past 
because of the participation of the 

Musicians prepare for contest during Irving Band Festival

KIB, volunteers replenish trees at Bird’s Fort Trail

vice that was described as a ‘hoax 
bomb.’ 

The City’s position against the 
lawsuit is that the Mohameds have 
not pled sufficient facts to establish 
any constitutional violation or any 
liability on the part of the City, and 
that Mohamed’s own allegations 
show the City had probable cause 
to arrest Ahmed for possessing the 
hoax bomb at school. 

The motion states: “The top prior-
ity of the City of Irving is the safety 
of its residents, and the City will not 
be deterred from its mission when it 
comes to protecting the security and 
well-being of its schoolchildren.” 

SOURCE City of Irving

Irving files motion 
to dismiss lawsuit

most outstanding for our commu-
nity engagement,” KIB and Tree 
Board Member Scott Wilson said. 
“Being here at Bird’s Fort reminded 
me of that day, and we saw the same 
great volunteer spirit being demon-
strated by the UPS team, as well as 
the college students who worked 

alongside them. It was sad to lose so 
many trees from the flooding, so we 
are so grateful to the UPS Founda-
tion for the grant funding that made 
this project come to life, and to the 
UPS volunteers who did such a great 
job in planting the trees.”

SOURCE Keep Irving Beautiful 

Keep Irving Beautiful (KIB) part-
nered with UPS for a community 
service project on Wednesday, Oct. 
5. 

Fifteen UPS employee volunteers 
were joined by four North Lake Col-
lege Service Learning students to 
give a total of 75 hours in planting 

iRun helps families to 
become more healthy

just to see all of our community 
come together in one place a for 
health and wellness event,” Sandi 
Cravens, health and physical edu-
cation coordinator for Irving ISD, 
said. “We just don’t have many 
events like this in Irving, so this was 
the first one that’s a district event.

“My physical education elementa-
ry folks actually manned the course 
to direct people since it was a zig-zag 
course. We used every inch of our 
school district property to get a mile 
and a half. We also had 20 vendors 
or so for the wellness fair.”

John R. Good Elementary physi-

UPS employee volunteers work together to plant a young tree along the northern 
Campion Trails at Bird’s Fort Park. /Courtesy Photo

Drum majors from Nimitz, Irving and MacArthur high schools lead their respective bands in a performance at the annual Irving ISD 
Band Festival. The drum majors are (from left) Jesus Torres, Samantha Carranza and Sarah West of Nimitz High School; Ricardo Vega, 
Kim Tran and Paola Puentes of Irving High School; and Chris De La Torre and David Cardenas of MacArthur High School. /Courtesy Photo
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Matthew Pedersen
The staff of the South Irving Li-

brary invited children, young adults, 
and their parents to a very special 
author question and answer session 
on Saturday, Oct. 8. 

Kate Beasley has been touring 
the country promoting her very first 
children’s book, Gertie’s Leap to 
Greatness. The author came to an-
swer reader’s questions and to sign 
copies of the book for her growing 
fan base. 

“Gertie is a fifth grader, and she’s 
on a mission to be the best kid in the 
universe,” Beasley said. “She’s going 
to do this to prove to her estranged 
mom that she doesn’t need her at 
all. She’s on this mission, and it hits 
a snag when a new girl moves to 
town named Mary Sue Spivey. Mary 
Sue is perfect, so Gertie’s going to 
take her down. 

“That’s the premise of the book, 
and it’s meant to be funny and en-
tertaining. It is also my first book, so 
it’s all very new and exciting for me.”

Beasley feels that meeting with 
young readers is an opportunity for 

her.
“It’s a big privilege to talk to read-

ers,” Beasley said. “Most of my job is 
spent alone writing. It’s really a big 
honor to get out and meet readers 
of any book, but especially readers 
of my own book and hearing their 
feedback. It’s a big part of the pro-
cess that I think I’ve been missing 
writing alone, and I love it. 

“It feels really amazing. I could 
never imagine it fully, actually being 
up here signing books for people. It’s 
still a shock. I still feel like I have to 
stop and pinch myself. When I was 
starting out writing, I was such a big 
reader, I thought, ‘I want to do that 
too.’ I wanted to create something 
that other people can enjoy as well.”

Beasley also gave some advice 
to young writers, telling them that 
if it’s really their dream then they 
should never give up.

“I would tell them that writing is 
very hard. So, if it’s hard for them 
and they’re struggling with it, I 
would tell them not to give up, be-
cause that’s normal,” she said. “I’m 
struggling with my next book right 

now. I think sometimes, if a project 
gets really hard, it can get easy to 
give up, because you feel like you’re 
on the wrong path. I would say keep 
going, and the only way to make it is 
to carry on and never give up.” 

She went on to explain that it is 
hard to get started in writing as a 
business, but that she, like all ma-
jor writers, survived and eventually 
found success.

“It’s kind of tough, because there 
is a lot of rejection. You’re going to 
get told ‘no’ a lot. I would say that 
that’s part of the process, and it 
doesn’t mean that your work is bad, 
or that you’re a bad writer. It’s just 
that that happens to absolutely ev-
erybody. It’s very subjective, so car-
ry on. There will be a reader for your 
book, there will be somebody who 
understands and is grateful to you 
for writing it,” Beasley said.

Christine Trevino, the Teen Ser-
vices Librarian who helped organize 
the event, talked about how the staff 
enjoyed creating this opportunity 
for young readers.

“It felt good,” Trevino said. “Every 
time we do an event it’s really about 
the readers and putting a face to the 
name on the book. It’s very fulfilling, 
and it’s a great thing to witness.”

One such reader was Julie Juarez, 
age 14.

“I’m a volunteer for the YAAC, and 
I came to help,” Julie said. “YAAC, 
stands for Young Adult Action 
Council. We help with the events 
so we can get hours for school, and 
we read books too. It’s kind of like a 
book club.

“It’s really nice as a reader, meet-
ing authors and connecting with 
them in a way. I like fantasy books, 
with a little bit of romantic action,” 
she said.

Following the event, Trevino talk-
ed about the literary community of 
North Texas, and some of the spe-
cial things coming up for the library 
in the future.

“I am very proud of our literary 
community in North Texas,” Trev-
ino said. “I think it keeps growing. 
I’m involved in the North Texas 
Teen Book Festival, so keep an eye 
out for that. We have some great 
stuff coming up for that, middle 
grade and YA.”

Finally, Kate Beasley took time af-
ter the book signing to mention just 
how much she enjoyed meeting the 
Irving community.

“Thank you for hosting me,” Beas-
ley said. “This is my first time in Tex-
as, and everyone has been so charm-
ing and lovely. You seem to have a 
really great library. You should head 
out here and read the books.” 

New author shares book
at South Irving Library
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Ralphi
Hi! I'm Ralphi and I'm looking for my forever home. As you can tell 

from the info next to my picture, I'm about 1 ½ years old and a male. 
They say I'm a Chihuahua mix, but whoever Mom mixed with, it defi-
nitely wasn't a Chihuahua. I mean, just look at my legs! No way are 
those Chihuahua legs. Those legs were made for running and that is 

Grover
 Helllloooo there! My 

name is Melinda, and I'm a gal on 
the go! I have lots to do so I don't 
have time for kitten antics. I pre-
fer the company of intelligent, 

thoughtful grown up cats. I do, however, love all humans big or small. 
I'm almost 2 years old! Man, how time flies. I'm an accomplished snug-
gler, and I love hanging out and discussing literature and other high-
brow topics. Let's be grown-ups together! 

what I love to do. Flat out. Full blast. Given my love of 
running, I could sure use a home with a nice backyard 
where I can run as much as I'd like to.

If you think that I may be just the dog for you, come 
over and visit me. I'll be looking forward to seeing you.

Annual Wildflower 
October 15, 9 a.m.
Keep Coppell Beautiful will hold the annual 
Wildflower Seeding. Gather your family, 
friends, scout troop, and neighbors and 
come to Moore Road Park to participate 
in beautifying Coppell! There is no cost to 
participate in the Wildflower Seeding and 
pre-registration is not required. Participants 
are asked to arrive promptly at 9 a.m. at 
Moore Road Park join in the fun as it is a 
short event that wraps up quickly.

Teen Driver Safety Fair
October 15, 1 - 4 PM 
Teens and their families will receive practical 
tips and tools to develop safe driving habits 
at this free, educational event presented at 
Lively Pointe Youth Center by AAA Texas. 
Activities will include interactive exhibits and 
games, vehicle simulators, vendor booths, 
guest speakers, informational videos and 
free goodie bags. Light refreshments will be 
served. Free and open to the public. All ages 
are welcome to attend. 

Oak Fest
October 15, 5-9 p.m.
The City of Coppell’s Oak Fest returns with 
fun for the whole family! Live music will be 
provided by local favorite party band, Lime-
light. Limelight’s high-energy show mixes 
decades of classics with today’s hits, a com-
bination sure to get the crowd on their feet. 
Professor Brainius will be back to entertain 
audiences young and old with his wild and 
wacky science show. Kids can also enjoy 
train rides, inflatable zip lines, face painting, 
balloon animals, a photo booth, and more. A 
variety of foods will be available for anyone 
looking to indulge festival favorites! 
Due to park reconstruction at Andrew Brown 
Park East, Oak Fest will take place at Wagon 
Wheel Park, located at 345 Freeport Pkwy. 
Parking is available at the park, as well as 
along Creekview Dr. and Ruby Rd. 

Blanket Drive
October 18, 5 to 9 p.m.
Members of the Coppell Football Team invite 
the community to join them for a blanket drive 
benefitting Austin Street Center at Chipotle 
Mexican Grill. Chipotle is located at 104 S. 
Denton Tap Road at Sandy Lake. Prior to Oct. 
18th, blankets can be dropped off at Frost 
Bank in Coppell, Coppell Town Hall and at 
the Coppell High School field house where 
collection boxes are located.
Chipotle is hosting a give back night for 
Coppell Football donating a portion of the 
evening’s receipts to benefit the needs of 
the team. In turn, the football team wanted 
to give back to others.
Players will be collecting new or gently used 
twin size and extra-long twin size blankets. 
The center hands out blankets 365 days 
a year.

Illuminate Irving
October 18, 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.
In recognition of Domestic Violence Aware-
ness Month, the Irving Family Advocacy 
Center will host Illuminate Irving, a free event 
designed for the entire community that will 
offer a night of hope and healing for victims of 
domestic violence. Illuminate Irving will honor 
those who have been victimized, as well as 
friends and families of those touched by this 
pervasive crime. The goal for the event is 
dual purposed: awareness and education 
for the community, and support and healing 
for victims. 
The event will take place at 200 E. Las Co-
linas Blvd., along Irving’s Mandalay Canal. 
Victims and their families will launch lanterns 
on the canal’s waters each bearing the name 
of a person whose life has been impacted by 
domestic violence. 

Young Survival Coalition
October 20, 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
The North Central DFW Area Young Survival 
Coalition Face 2 Face network is having a 
meeting at Lifestream Health Centre & Med 

Spa at 705 Main Street in Coppell, Texas 
75019. For more information, visit http://
www.meetup.com/North-Central-DFW- 
YSC-Breast-Cancer-Survivors-Meetup/. 

Big Dogs Big Deals Adoption Event
Through October 31
In honor of Adopt a Shelter Dog month, Irving 
Animal Services is offering all large dogs - 40 
pounds and larger - for a discounted adoption 
fee of only $25. Normally, the adoption fees 
range from $70 to $100.
Adopters must be at least 18 years of age 
and have a valid form of identification.
A n i m a l s  b e i n g  a d o p t e d  w i l l  b e : 
Up-to-date on vaccinations, including rabies 
if the animal is over four months of age.
Spayed or neutered or $50 voucher towards 
spay / neuter (depending on surgery avail-
ability).
Given a general dewormer and flea pre-
vention .
Microchipped and registered with 24Pet-
Watch.
Heartworm tested (dogs over six months 
of age).

middle school students who were 
able to join in a mass performance 
of the song, Party Rock Anthem. 

“This is the first time we’ve tried 
the format of having the middle 
schools on the field. I think most 
of us liked that format better, and 
I think the audience did too,” Duff 
said. “We definitely want it to be a 
recruiting tool for [the students] 
so they can continue to perform in 
band, and when they get to high 
school, [they will] want to pursue 

band as well. [Students] don’t have 
marching in middle school, and it’s 
a really neat part of band that they 
will get a chance to do when they are 
freshmen.”

According to Duff, the mass per-
formance was only rehearsed a few 
times before the actual event. 

“We rehearsed it at certain tem-
pos, and we all knew about it ahead 
of time. We got together to rehearse 
for about 45 minutes, then the fes-
tival started, so we had a little re-

hearsal and went over the proce-
dures beforehand,” he said. 

Grant added that the successes 
Mac Arthur and the schools of Ir-
ving have enjoyed starts at the top. 

“Irving’s recent success with all 
the fine arts stems from a combina-
tion of several good decisions by the 
Administration and Fine Arts De-
partments, which has had a positive 
effect on the teachers and students,” 
Grant said. 

BANDS
Continued from Page 1

high-ropes course suspended 20 
feet above hundreds of the newest 
video games and simulator technol-
ogy will also be available. A full-ser-
vice restaurant and bar will offer a 
chef-inspired menu as well as a pri-
vate dining area and a climate con-
trolled patio featuring large HDTV’s.

“We have received a very positive 
response from our Plano location 
and are looking forward to bringing 
a fresh experience to Las Colinas,” 
said Mark Moore, president and 
CEO of Entertainment Properties 
Group, Inc. “Las Colinas is an ideal 

location for our second PINSTACK 
concept. It is centrally located in 
DFW and home to families, millen-
nials and many Fortune 500 com-
panies that can all enjoy what PIN-
STACK has to offer.”

When completed, PINSTACK’s 
Las Colinas location will hold more 
than 1,800 guests with an inviting 
layout with separate dining and en-
tertainment areas for private parties 
and events. To accommodate cor-
porate and business needs, onsite 
tech-forward meeting spaces will 
also be available. 

SOURCE Entertainment Properties Group, 
Inc.

Construction is underway for second 
Pinstack location opening in Las Colinas

DALLAS—Entertainment Proper-
ties Group, Inc. recently announced 
that its premier entertainment and 
dining destination, PINSTACK, will 
open a second location in Las Coli-
nas. Scheduled to open in the sum-
mer of 2017, the 50,000-square-
foot dining and entertainment 
destination will offer 28 state-of-the 
art bowling lanes with lane-side 
food and beverage service, as well as 
a private, VIP bowling area. 

Additional entertainment of-
ferings, like the two-level laser 
tag arena, rock climbing wall and 

Dallas, he also served as chancellor 
of the university until his departure 
for the Vatican last month. He is 
expected to continue his relation-
ship with the university as one of its 
trustees.

“Each great campus features an 
iconic building that holds special 
significance to all who pass through 
its gates,” President Thomas W. 
Keefe said. “Ours will be Farrell Hall 
– an enduring reminder of Bishop 
Farrell’s dedication to and inspiring 
support of UD.”

Farrell, who was appointed bish-
op of Dallas by Pope Benedict XVI, 
successfully presided over one of 
the nation’s fastest growing dioces-
es for nearly a decade. On Sep. 1 of 
this year, after being named the first 
prefect of the Vatican Dicastery for 
Laity, the Family and Life, he be-
came the highest-ranking American 
working directly with Pope Francis. 
In his new role Farrell is responsi-
ble for promoting the Christian life 
of the laity, couples, families, young 
people and their mission in the 
church and in civil society.

In August, the University of Dal-
las officially broke ground on Far-
rell Hall. The new student-focused 
building is the university’s most re-
cent capital project and is part of a 
greater institutional effort to trans-
form the Irving campus. 

Distinctive outdoor terraced com-
mon areas and towering glass en-
tryways will make the new campus 
“front door” a welcoming gathering 
spot and focal point for students, 
faculty, alumni and guests alike. 
Once completed, Farrell Hall’s three 
uniquely designed classrooms will 
offer students enhanced educational 
experiences; first-floor “storefronts” 
will create a “Main Street” of sorts 

that will provide easy, one-stop ac-
cess to financial aid, registration, 
student accounts and student em-
ployment services. 

The three-story, 38,409-square-
foot building is being constructed 

University of Dallas names new building
currently under construction Farrell Hall

The University of Dallas recently 
announced a new name for its $15 
million student services and admin-
istration building, which is expected 
to open by early 2018. The name 
– Farrell Hall – will honor Bishop 
Kevin J. Farrell, who was recently 
appointed prefect of the Vatican Di-
castery for Laity, the Family and Life 
by Pope Francis. 

Farrell, an ardent supporter of the 
University of Dallas, has played a 
significant role in the recent growth 
and revitalization of North Texas’ 
only Catholic university. In addition 
to his official duties as seventh bish-
op of the Roman Catholic Diocese of 

primarily of brick, zinc panels and 
glass, and has been designed to com-
plement the architectural style of the 
university’s existing buildings and 
landscape. Twelve thousand square 
feet of patio and terrace space and a 

two-story pergola running along the 
entire length of two sides of Farrell 
Hall will help integrate indoor and 
outdoor environments and will cre-
ate an abundance of natural light 
inside.

SOURCE University of Dallas
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RENTALS

CLASSIFIEDS
EMPLOYMENT

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

EXAMPLE A
NOTICE OF RECEIPT OF APPLICATION AND INTENT TO OBTAIN

AIR QUALITY STANDARD PERMIT REGISTRATION

PROPOSED AIR QUALITY REGISTRATION NO. 52458L028

APPLICATION  Tiseo Paving Co., has applied to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) for an Air 
Quality Standard Permit, Registration No. 52458L028, which would authorize construction of a Concrete Batch Plant.  
The applicant provided the following directions to the site:  from the intersection of Colwell Boulevard and Northwest 
Highway; site is located 115 feet east of Colwell Boulevard and 130 feet west of Northwest Highway, Irving, Dallas 
County, Texas 75039.  This link to an electronic map of the site or facility's general location is provided as a public 
courtesy and not part of the application or notice.  For exact location, refer to application. http://www.tceq.texas.gov/
assets/public/hb610/index.html?lat=32.882155&lng=-96.946262&zoom=13&type=r.  The proposed facility will emit the 
following air contaminants:  particulate matter including (but not limited to) aggregate, cement, road dust, and particulate 
matter with diameters of 10 microns or less and 2.5 microns or less.

This application was submitted to the TCEQ on October 3, 2016.  The application will be available for viewing and 
copying at the TCEQ central office, the TCEQ Dallas/Fort Worth regional office, and the  West Irving Library, 4444 West 
Rochelle Road, Irving, Dallas County, Texas, beginning the first day of publication of this notice.  The facility’s compli-
ance file, if any exists, is available for public review in the Dallas/Fort Worth regional office of the TCEQ. 

The executive director has determined the application is administratively complete and will conduct a technical review 
of the application.

PUBLIC COMMENT/PUBLIC MEETING  You may submit public comments, a request for a public meeting, 
or request a contested case hearing to the Office of the Chief Clerk at the address below.  The TCEQ will consider 
all public comments in developing a final decision on the application.  The deadline to submit public comments is 15 
days after newspaper notice is published.  After the deadline for public comments, the executive director will prepare a 
response to all relevant and material, or significant public comments.  Issues such as property values, noise, traffic safety, 
and zoning are outside of the TCEQ’s jurisdiction to consider in the permit process.

The purpose of a public meeting is to provide the opportunity to submit comments or ask questions about the application.  
A public meeting about the application will be held if the executive director determines that there is a significant degree 
of public interest in the application or if requested by a local legislator.  A public meeting is not a contested case hearing.

If only comments are received on the application, the response to comments, along with notice of the executive director’s 
action on the application, will be mailed to everyone who submitted comments or is on the mailing list for this application.

The executive director will complete the technical review, issue a preliminary decision on the application, and a Notice 
of the Application and Preliminary Decision will be published and mailed to those who are on the mailing list for this 
application.  That notice will contain the final deadline for submitting public comments.  If a hearing request is timely 
filed in Response to this Notice of Receipt of Application and Intent to Obtain Air Permit, the time period for requesting a 
contested case hearing will be extended to thirty days after the mailing of the executive director’s response to comments.

After the final deadline for public comments following the Notice of Application and Preliminary Decision, the 
executive director will consider the comments and prepare a response to all relevant and material, or significant 
public comments.  If any comments are received, the response to comments, along with the executive director’s 
decision on the application, will then be mailed to everyone who submitted public comments or who is on a mailing 
list for this application, unless the application is directly referred to a contested case hearing.

OPPORTUNITY FOR A CONTESTED CASE HEARING  You may request a contested case hearing.  The appli-
cant or the executive director may also request that the application be directly referred to a contested case hearing after 
technical review of the application.  A contested case hearing is a legal proceeding similar to a civil trial in state district 
court.  Unless a written request for a contested case hearing is filed within 15 days from this notice, the executive director 
may approve the application.  If no hearing request is received within this 15 day period, no further opportunity for 
hearing will be provided.  A contested case hearing will only be granted based on disputed issues of fact that are relevant 
and material to the Commission’s decision on the application.  Further, the Commission will only grant a hearing on those 
issues submitted during the public comment period and not withdrawn.

A person who may be affected by emissions of air contaminants from the facility is entitled to request a hearing.  To 
request a hearing, a person must actually reside in a permanent residence within 440 yards of the proposed plant.  
If requesting a contested case hearing, you must submit the following:  (1) your name (or for a group or associa-
tion, an official representative), mailing address, daytime phone number; (2) applicant’s name and Registration 
Number; (3) the statement “[I/we] request a contested case hearing;” (4) a specific description of how you would 
be adversely affected by the application and air emissions from the facility in a way not common to the general 
public; (5) the location and distance of your property relative to the facility; (6) a description of how you use the 
property which may be impacted by the facility; and (7) a list of all disputed issues of fact that you submit during 
the comment period.  If the request is made by a group or association, one or more members who have standing to 
request a hearing must be identified by name and physical address. The interests which the group or association 
seeks to protect must also be identified.  You may also submit your proposed adjustments to the application/permit 
which would satisfy your concerns. Requests for a contested case hearing must be submitted in writing within 15 
days following this notice to the Office of the Chief Clerk, at the address below.

Following the close of all applicable comment and request periods, the Executive Director will forward the application 
and any requests for contested case hearing to the Commissioners for their consideration at a scheduled Commission 
meeting.  The Commission may only grant a request for a contested case hearing on issues the requestor submitted in 
their timely comments that were not subsequently withdrawn.  If a hearing is granted, the subject of a hearing will be 
limited to disputed issues of fact or mixed questions of fact and law relating to relevant and material air quality 
concerns submitted during the comment period.  Issues such as property values, noise, traffic safety, and zoning are 
outside of the Commission’s jurisdiction to address in this proceeding.

MAILING LIST  In addition to submitting public comments, you may ask to be placed on a mailing list to receive future 
public notices for this specific application mailed by the Office of the Chief Clerk by sending a written request to the 
Office of the Chief Clerk at the address below.

AGENCY CONTACTS AND INFORMATION  Public comments and requests must be submitted either electronically 
at www.tceq.texas.gov/about/comments.html, or in writing to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, Office of 
the Chief Clerk, MC-105, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, Texas 78711-3087.  If you communicate with the TCEQ electronical-
ly, please be aware that your email address, like your physical mailing address, will become part of the agency’s public 
record.  For more information about this permit application or the permitting process, please call the Public Education 
Program toll free at 1 800 687-4040.  Si desea información en Español, puede llamar al 1-800-687-4040.

Further information may also be obtained from Tiseo Paving Co., P.O. Box 270040, Dallas, Texas 75227-0040 or by 
calling Mrs. Misti Pate, Consultant at (972) 289-0723.

Notice Issuance Date:  October 6, 2016 

LEGALS

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY
FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY

Proposed Flood Hazard Determinations for the City of Irving, Dallas County, 
Texas, Case No. 16-06-2472P. The Department of Homeland Security’s Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) solicits technical information or comments 
on proposed flood hazard determinations for the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), 
and where applicable, the Flood Insurance Study (FIS) report for your community.  
These flood hazard determinations may include the addition or modification of Base 
Flood Elevations, base flood depths, Special Flood Hazard Area boundaries or zone 
designations, or the regulatory floodway.  The FIRM and, if applicable, the FIS report 
have been revised to reflect these flood hazard determinations through issuance of 
a Letter of Map Revision (LOMR), in accordance with Title 44, Part 65 of the Code of 
Federal Regulations.  These determinations are the basis for the floodplain management 
measures that your community is required to adopt or show evidence of having in effect 
to qualify or remain qualified for participation in the National Flood Insurance Program.  
For more information on the proposed flood hazard determinations and information on 
the statutory 90-day period provided for appeals, please visit FEMA’s website at www.
fema.gov/plan/prevent/fhm/bfe, or call the FEMA Map Information eXchange (FMIX) 
toll free at 1-877-FEMA MAP (1-877-336-2627).

ConsultAdd, Inc. seeks Big Data Architect in Irving, TX to cllbrt w/prdct ownrs. BS 
in CS,Math,Engrng or rltd +5yrs exp w/data wrhsing & big data prcssng. Exp w/: big 
data pltfrms incl Hadoop, Apache Spark, Sqoop, HBase, & HDFS; Hadoop frmwrks 
Hortonworks or Cloudera; RDBMS syst s/a Teradata, Oracle, SQL Server; JVM-bsd 
lang & Python; Agile dvlpmnt prcss; Linux & scrptng tools. Undrstnd OLAP & ETL data 
prcssng cncpts. Reqs trvl to US clnt sites. PERM US wrk auth reqd. Resume to HR@
consultadd.com w/subj: “Big Data Architect”

The CITY OF IRVING, Texas will receive sealed responses in the Purchasing Division, 1st floor, 
835 W. Irving Blvd, until the date and time below and will open responses at the same location 
for the following items: 
 1. ITB #033M-17F Emergency On-Board Medications
  Due Date: 10/28/16 @ 3:30 p.m.
 2. ITB #038M-17F Purchase of Offset Print Press
  Due Date: 10/31/16 @ 3:00 p.m.
 3. ITB #040D-17F Library Books and AV Materials with Electronic Ordering Interface
  Due Date: 10/26/16 @ 3:00 p.m.
 4. ITB #041M-17F Brass Fittings
  Due Date: 10/28/16 @ 4:00 p.m. 
 5. ITB #044D-17F Grant-Funded Paving Projects
  Pre-Bid Mtg: 10/21/16 @ 10:00 a.m. OR 10/24/16 @ 2:00 p.m. 
  Due Date: 10/28/16 @ 3:00 p.m. 
Responses must be received in a sealed envelope with solicitation number and due date on the 
envelope. Late responses cannot be accepted. Information may be found at www.cityofirving.org 
click Departments/ Purchasing Phone: 972.721.2631

Reward
For fishing tackle & antiques 
taken from Public Storage in Irving 
between May & Aug. 2016. No 
questions asked – No charges 
filed. 
Call Don 972-916-1354.

REWARD

cal education teacher, Zak Martinez, 
encouraged participants through-
out the morning. He noted that of 
the 300 participants, the number 
of parents who were involved stood 
out more than anything. 

“It starts with the parents and 
their involvement,” Martinez said. 
“It was really neat seeing everybody 
coming together for one goal and 
being together while trying to stay 
in shape was a sight to see. Health 

and fitness is important in Irving. 
Obviously in Irving we have a lot 
of unhealthy habits as a communi-
ty and starting something like this 
that’s brand new is always exciting.”

“I’ve gotten a lot of feedback so 
far, and everybody thought it was 
going really well,” Cravens said. 
“And you can’t beat the weather, so 
I think that’s maybe a sign that we 
need to continue having them. Right 
now we’re just doing elementary 

physical education, but our vision is 
to make it district-wide for K-12 and 
our wellness employees as well. 

“Were just in phase one, I guess 
you could say, which is just for the 
elementary kids in P.E.”

Irving MacArthur senior, Kris 
Terry, tore his anterior cruciate lig-
ament in a football related incident 
during the 2015 high school football 
season was able to take part in the 
fun run event. 

“I came in the top 20 apparently, 
and that was exciting for me out of 
like 300-400 people that showed 
up,” Terry said. “I was like, ‘wow, 
I’m kind of decent,’ cause my ACL 
actually exploded, and my doctor 
told me it was completely gone. 

“I had to rehab for a long time 
and do leg exercises to get it to full 
strength, so to be out here partic-
ipating, this shows that my rehab 
worked effectively. I actually got 

faster, and at one point, I was rac-
ing my friends out here and ended 
up being faster than them. I was 
like, ‘wow I’ve never been this fast 
before.’”

RAMBLER
Freelancers Needed

Call 972-870-1992

IRUN
Continued from Page 1
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LEGALS

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

NOTICE OF AN APPLICATION TO
AMEND A WATER USE PERMIT

APPLICATION NO. 4050A
Dallas County Utility and Reclamation District seeks to maintain a dam and reservoir (Reservoir 58) on Hackberry Creek, Trinity River 
Basin for recreation purposes in Dallas County. Applicant will use contract water to initially fill and maintain Reservoir 58. Applicant 
also seeks to use the bed and banks of Reservoir 58 to convey such water to initially fill and maintain Reservoir 58 and for subsequent 
diversion and use to maintain the reservoir and for agricultural purposes to irrigate land in Dallas County. Applicant also seeks to cor-
rect Paragraph 4(b) in Water Use Permit No. 4050 to replace the words "Dallas County Municipal Utility District No. 1" with "Dallas 
County Utility and Reclamation District."

The Applicant is not requesting a new appropriation of state water in this application. More information on the application and how to 
participate in the permitting process is given below.

APPLICATION. Dallas County Utility and Reclamation District, P.O. Box 140035, Irving, Texas 75014, Applicant, has applied to 
the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) for an amendment to a Water Use Permit pursuant to Texas Water Code §§ 
11.122, 11.042 and TCEQ Rules Title 30 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) §§ 295.151, et seq. Notice is being published and mailed 
to the water rights holders of record in the Trinity River Basin pursuant to Title 30 TAC § 295.158(b). 

Water Use Permit No. 4050 authorizes Permittee to maintain a dam and reservoir (Reservoir 57) on Hackberry Creek, tributary of Elm 
Fork Trinity River, tributary of Trinity River, Trinity River Basin and impound therein not to exceed 644 acre-feet of contract water for 
recreation purposes in Dallas County.

The time priority of this right is June 20, 1983 and time limitations and multiple special conditions apply.

Applicant seeks to amend Water Use Permit No. 4050 to authorize the maintenance of a dam and reservoir (Reservoir 58) on Hackberry 
Creek and to impound therein not to exceed 44.95 acre-feet of water for recreation purposes in Dallas County.

A point on the centerline of the dam of Reservoir 58 is located at Latitude 32.903311° N, Longitude 96.982788° W, also bearing S 35° 
E, 490 feet from the NW corner of the BBB & C RR CO Original Survey, Abstract No. 196 in Dallas County, 6 miles in a northern 
direction from the City of Irving.

Applicant currently maintains a Raw Water Supply Contract with the Trinity River Authority. Applicant seeks authorization to use the 
bed and banks of Reservoir 58 to convey not to exceed 176.53 acre-feet of contract water per year to initially fill and maintain Reservoir 
58, and once the initial fill is completed, thereafter to convey not to exceed 139.39 acre-feet of such water per year to maintain Reservoir 
58 at normal operating levels and for subsequent diversion and use.

Applicant indicates the maximum evaporative loss for Reservoir 58 is 57.3 acre-feet per year, and Applicant intends to maintain Reser-
voir 58 at normal maximum operating levels and compensate for evaporative losses with contract water.

Applicant proposes to initially divert not to exceed 176.53 acre-feet of contract water in the first year and thereafter divert not to exceed 
139.39 acre-feet of such water per year from Reservoir 57 (Diversion Point 1), at a maximum diversion rate of 1.07 cfs (482 gpm); 
to convey the contract water via pipeline to Reservoir 58; to discharge that contract water into Reservoir 58 (Discharge Point 1), at a 
maximum discharge rate of 1.07 cfs (482 gpm); and to divert not to exceed 37.14 acre-feet of the contract water per year from Reservoir 
58 (Diversion Point 2), at a maximum diversion rate of 0.341 cfs (153 gpm), for agricultural purposes to irrigate 10.13 acres of land in 
Dallas County.

Diversion Point 1 on Reservoir 57 is located at Latitude 32.903368° N, Longitude 96.981995° W, also bearing S 53° E, 643 feet from 
the NW corner of the BBB & C RR CO Original Survey, Abstract No. 196 in Dallas County, 6 miles in a northern direction from the 
City of Irving.

Discharge Point 1 on Reservoir 58 is located at Latitude 32.903086° N, Longitude 96.983018° W, also bearing S 24° E, 529 feet from 
the NW corner of the BBB & C RR CO Original Survey, Abstract No. 196 in Dallas County, 6 miles in a northern direction from the 
City of Irving.

Diversion Point 2 on Reservoir 58 is located at Latitude 32.906777° N, Longitude 96.985435° W, also bearing S 32° W, 1,031 feet from 
the NE corner of the SA & MG RR Original Survey, Abstract No. 1450 in Dallas County, 6 miles in a northern direction from the City 
of Irving.

Applicant indicates Reservoir 58, Discharge Point 1 and Diversion Points 1 and 2 are located in ZIP code 75063.

Ownership of the land to be inundated and irrigated is evidenced by Waterway Maintenance and Access Easement dated Decem-
ber 23, 2013, recorded as Document No. 201300391349; Special Warranty Deed dated June 24, 2013, recorded as Document No. 
201300197470; Waterway Maintenance and Access Easement dated December 16, 2015, recorded as Document No. 201500332263; 
Special Warranty Deed dated December 30, 1983, recorded as Volume 84013, Pages 3874-3876; Special Warranty Deed dated July 18, 
2013, recorded as Document No. 201300228696 in the Official Public Records of Dallas County.

Paragraph 4(b) in Water Use Permit No. 4050 referenced Dallas County Municipal Utility District No. 1.

On June 19, 1983, the Texas Legislature approved Senate Bill 963, effective February 1, 1984 creating the Dallas County Utility and 
Reclamation District and designating it as the successor entity to Dallas County Municipal Utility District No. 1.

Applicant further seeks to correct Paragraph 4(b) in Water Use Permit No. 4050 to replace the words "Dallas County Municipal Utility 
District No. 1" with "Dallas County Utility and Reclamation District."

The application and partial fees were received on August 22 and 25, 2014. Additional information and fees were received April 2, May 
8, May 9, August 3, and December 21, 2015, and January 11, 2016. The application was declared administratively complete and filed 
with the Office of the Chief Clerk on February 2, 2016.

The Executive Director has completed the technical review of the application and prepared a draft amendment. The draft amendment, if 
granted, would contain special conditions including, but not limited to, requiring Permittee to maintain an alternate source of water. The 
application, technical memoranda, and Executive Director's draft amendment are available for viewing and copying at the Office of the 
Chief Clerk, 12100 Park 35 Circle, Bldg. F, Austin, TX 78753.

PUBLIC COMMENT / PUBLIC MEETING. Written public comments and requests for a public meeting should be submitted to the 
Office of Chief Clerk, at the address provided in the information section below, within 30 days of the date of newspaper publication of 
the notice. A public meeting is intended for the taking of public comment, and is not a contested case hearing. A public meeting will be 
held if the Executive Director determines that there is a significant degree of public interest in the application.

CONTESTED CASE HEARING. The TCEQ may grant a contested case hearing on this application if a written hearing request is 
filed within 30 days from the date of newspaper publication of this notice. The Executive Director may approve the application unless a 
written request for a contested case hearing is filed within 30 days after newspaper publication of this notice.

To request a contested case hearing, you must submit the following: (1) your name (or for a group or association, an official represen-
tative), mailing address, daytime phone number, and fax number, if any; (2) applicant's name and permit number; (3) the statement "[I/
we] request a contested case hearing;" (4) a brief and specific description of how you would be affected by the application in a way not 
common to the general public; and (5) the location and distance of your property relative to the proposed activity. You may also submit 
proposed conditions for the requested permit which would satisfy your concerns. Requests for a contested case hearing must be submit-
ted in writing to the Office of the Chief Clerk at the address provided in the information section below.

If a hearing request is filed, the Executive Director will not issue the permit and will forward the application and hearing request to the 
TCEQ Commissioners for their consideration at a scheduled Commission meeting.

INFORMATION. Written hearing requests, public comments or requests for a public meeting should be submitted to the Office of the 
Chief Clerk, MC 105, TCEQ, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, TX 78711-3087 or electronically at http://www.tceq.texas.gov/about/comments.
html by entering WRPERM 4050 in the search field. For information concerning the hearing process, please contact the Public Interest 
Counsel, MC 103, the same address. For additional information, individual members of the general public may contact the Public Ed-
ucation Program at 1-800-687-4040. General information regarding the TCEQ can be found at our web site at www.tceq.texas.gov Si 
desea informacion en Espanol, puede llamar al 1-800-687-4040 o por el internet al http://www.tceq.texas.gov.

Issued: October 4, 2016

By Matt Mungle
Synopsis: As a math savant un-
cooks the books for a new cli-
ent, the Treasury Department 
closes in on his activities and 
the body count starts to rise. 
Review: The Accountant is an in-
triguing and entertaining char-
acter who would be fun to watch 
on a week to week basis. Sort of 
Rainman meets Jason Bourne. 
The film’s high caliber action and 
pinpoint acting make up for the 
blurred story line and crater sized 
plot holes. Plus there are just 
enough unpredictable moments 
to overshadow those moments you 
saw coming a mile away. 

Christian Wolff (Ben Affleck) has 
not had an easy life. Diagnosed early 
on with an acute case of autism his 
military father trained him to over-
come his situation by any means 
possible. Now he is a brilliant math-
ematician and accountant for many 
criminal organizations; secluded in 
a socially inept body. When he is 
hired by a robotics corporation to 
uncover some odd money trails, he 
discovers that he isn’t the only one 
interested in the company’s financ-
es. He must rely on his “skills” in or-
der to finish the job he started. 

Affleck does a perfect job of bring-
ing both of his character’s person-
ality traits to light. He has to fully 
engage with the beautiful mind of 
Christian without shying away from 
the violent engagements. The ele-
ment that marries them together is 
the eyes. Regardless of the task there 
is an extreme focus in the gaze. You 
understand that his thoughts are 
moving at warp speed while on the 
outside he is cool and calculating. 
You aren’t completely sure of his 
motivations but you know that there 
has to be a purpose to every action 
he takes. 

When you throw Dana (Anna 

Kendrick) into the mix things really 
get interesting. Dana is a young, en-
ergetic, talkative accountant at the 
robotics firm and makes Wolff in-
credibly uncomfortable. He has a 
hard time understanding or recog-
nizing emotion much less using it to 
converse with someone like her. It 
is humorous to watch him when she 
is around, and Kendrick was a good 
casting decision. Granted it is the 
same Anna we see most of the time, 
but we like it. 

There are several intersecting sto-
ry lines in this film and one branch 
of that is the treasury department 
that is interested in Wolff. Led 
by Director Raymond King (J.K. 
Simmons) and agent Medina (Cyn-
thia Addai-Robinson) the task force 
is trying to figure out who he is and 
what his connections are to these 
profile criminals. Like most of the 
story this plot line serves a purpose 
but is not completely thought out. 

The Accountant is a top level 
crime drama. The character and 
performance of Affleck make this 
one to see. Wolff is someone you 
would tune in to watch each week 
on a well written TV show. His back 
story and motives deserve a chance 
to shine a bit more. Plus his inter-
action with people like Dana would 
help peel away the layers of social 
awkwardness. You want to see him 
succeed in the areas he struggles in 
while watching him dominate where 
he is most comfortable. 

The film is rated R for strong vio-
lence and language throughout. It is 
an adult film intended for older au-
diences. Other than the very strong 
violence (which you need in a film of 
this nature) the rest of the content is 
handled subtly and with taste. I give 
it 4 out of 5 strobe lights. Worth the 
box office ticket price, and one I will 
watch several times over.

Accountant brings 
intriguing character 
to top crime drama

By Matt Mungle
Synopsis: A divorcee becomes 

entangled in a missing persons in-
vestigation that promises to send 
shockwaves throughout her life. 
Review: Fans of the Paula Haw-
kins’s novel The Girl on the Train 
have been excited for its theatrical 
release. Gone Girl started this trend 
of dark sexy mysteries and you can 
only assume this one hoped to keep 
the momentum going. But sadly 
it derails in a heap of vague mo-
tives and misunderstood character 
arcs. You won’t hate it but you won’t 
really like it either. You may wish to 
have your own drunken blackout so 
you can forget it all together. 

Rachel (Emily Blunt) rides the 
train back and forth to work each 
day. She sits in the same place and 
watches the same landscape go by. 
As luck, or karma, would have it she 
has to pass the house she used to live 
in with her ex-husband Tom (Justin 
Theroux). This was before he got a 
new wife (Rebecca Ferguson) and 
started a family; in the same house. 

She could sit on the other side 
of the train and not have to inflict 
such horrible pain on herself, but 
then we wouldn’t have a story. She 
also keeps an eye on the house a few 
doors down where loving couple 
Scott (Luke Evans) and Megan (Ha-
ley Bennett) live. Rachel is fixated 
on Tom and his new family and can’t 
seem to move on. She shows up un-
announced and has started freak-
ing them out. Still she watches the 
house day after day from the train. 
When Megan goes missing though 
Rachel might be the one person who 
has seen the only clue. But who is 
going to believe her?

I am sure the book was fantas-
tic and the movie may encourage 
many to go back and read it. Those 
who have read the book may glean 

more from the movie as well. Those 
who go in with nothing will leave 
with even less. Other than a first rate 
performance from Blunt, there is lit-
tle in this film to engage with or en-
joy. It is a repetitious journey with 
ups and downs that never connect. 
The book allowed you to enter Ra-
chel’s mind and live in her thoughts; 
something a movie can never rep-
licate. Same with the supporting 
characters. Without knowing what 
they are thinking the actions make 
little sense. 

Also the film tries too hard to be a 
sexy thriller. The nudity and sex ap-
pears more as an afterthought than a 
point of interest. It loses the natural 
organic nature and becomes gratu-
itous and, well, non-sexy. Megan is 
a complex character but they cheap-
en her with some of the more pro-
miscuous personality traits and 
actions. If we knew more about the 
why (more than what we are given 
here for sure) maybe it would make 
better sense. But without a deeper 
back story, she becomes a shallow 
hull, which is sad because you need 
her to be more. 

There is no doubt that direc-
tor Tate Taylor was in over his head 
and got lost in the subject matter. 
Luckily Emily Blunt is a strong 
enough actress to overcome this and 
delivers a powerful performance. 
Hers is the only reason to consid-
er watching. Rachel has to func-
tion in a haze of chemical emotion 
and Blunt does it brilliantly. 

The Girl on the Train is rated R 
for violence, sexual content, lan-
guage and nudity. It is obviously 
an adult film. The language and 
certain scenes might even be a bit 
much for first dates and awkward 
mixed company. I give it 2 out of 5 
missed opportunities. Pretty disap-
pointing. 

This is one train you 
probably want to miss
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their infor-
mation on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving 
Rambler will have accurate information. Listings are 
limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location 
and time. If an organization wishes to have more in-
formation than the free listing offers, we will continue 
to offer other advertising opportunities.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Buttons & Bows Square 

& Round Dance Club 
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
DFW Scroller Saw Club

Last Saturday of each month
9:30 AM to 11:30 AM

Georgia Farrow Rec Center 530 Davis St.
www.dfwscrollers.net / 214-995-9270

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thursday of the month 

7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain

www.irvingarc.org
Irving AMBUCS

Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.
at Spring Creek BBQ

 Irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Second Tuesday each month @ 7:30 P.M.

132 E. Second St. Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm 
IHOP on Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Chateau on Wildbriar Lake

1515 Hard Rock Road
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS

ARLINGTON, Va. -- CNA recent-
ly released a report examining the 
potential effects of electronic ciga-
rette (e-cigarette) usage on adoles-
cents. The study, which analyzed 
survey data from nearly 130,000 
middle-school and high-school 
students, raises serious questions 
about the widespread belief that 
e-cigarettes help reduce the number 
of teenagers who smoke tobacco. 

Researchers at CNA compared 
National Youth Tobacco Survey data 
from the years before the arrival of 
e-cigarettes to surveys from more 
recent years. E-cigarette users were 
two-and-a-half times more likely to 

be smoking or chewing tobacco than 
the researchers’ statistical model 
had predicted.

“The results were so surprising 
that at first we thought they couldn’t 
possibly be right,” Elizabeth Clelan, 
Ph.D., research scientist at CNA and 
lead study author, said. “However, 
when we looked further, we found 
that not only were vapers more like-
ly to smoke than expected, they also 
smoked a significantly greater num-
ber of cigarettes per day than fellow 
smokers who had never tried e-cig-
arettes.”

The study looked at smoking hab-
its in the years before e-cigarettes 

EVENT HALL RENTALS
IRVING ELKS LODGE #2334

2015 N. BRITAIN RD., IRVING, TX 75061
PLEASE CALL (972) 579-0005
FOR MORE INFORMATION.

SEATING FOR UP TO 230 PEOPLE, FULL SERVICE BAR.

were introduced, in order to esti-
mate the probability that a given ad-
olescent would smoke based on his 
or her grade, sex, ethnic group and 
whether family members smoked. 
Then researchers compared these 
predictions to actual tobacco use 
by students since e-cigarettes burst 
onto the scene. The CNA study 

found that there is a very strong cor-
relation between vaping and tobacco 
use among all teens. The very low 
rate of cigarette use among those 
who have never tried vaping raises 
the possibility that in the absence of 
e-cigarettes, smoking by schoolchil-
dren might be falling more dramat-
ically.

“One potential implication is that 
e-cigarettes could be a gateway drug 
for the use of tobacco,” co-author 
and CNA research analyst Justin 
Ladner, Ph.D. said.

To download a copy of the report 
and other supporting materials, visit 
www.cna.org/news/events/e-cig .

SOURCE CNA

E-cigarette study finds association between teen vaping and smoking
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WORSHIP

UNITY CHURCH
Unity of Irving

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class

11:00 AM Service
& Children’s Church

Reverend Frank Pounders
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-5083

unitychurchofirving.com

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third,  75060

972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Chapel
Second and fourth Sundays

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
First Church of Christ, Scientist

2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 75061
972-253-7202

www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-0476

access code 884879
For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.
972-790-8606 

www.BeltLineChurch.com

972-870-1992

DEATH NOTICES

(972) 870-1992 
laurier@ramblernewspapers.netOBITUARIES

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

Louise P. Robinson - Aug. 25, 1924 - Oct. 4, 2016

Martha Ann Reynolds - Sep. 13, 1938 - Oct. 8, 2016

DALLAS – The U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA) 
recently announced Fort Worth, 
Texas, as one of only nine cities 
nationwide recognized for excel-
lence in promoting EPA’s Water-
Sense program, which helps people 
use less water with water-efficient 
products and services. Fort Worth 
earned an Excellence Award for 
Education and Outreach for events 

that reached a range of audiences.
“All Texans understand how pre-

cious our water resources are, and 
Fort Worth continually shows ded-
ication and creativity in promoting 
conservation,” Regional Adminis-
trator Ron Curry said. “Fort Worth 
has again proven to be a valuable 
WaterSense partner.”

Fort Worth engages its residents 
with a variety of water-saving events 

and programs that reach children, 
homeowners, and businesses. The 
city’s SmartFlush Toilet program 
has distributed 4,735 WaterSense 
labeled toilets to residential and 
commercial customers, saving more 
than 57,780,000 gallons of water. 
Fort Worth also partnered with the 
North Central Texas Council of Gov-
ernments and the Home Depot to 
promote water-efficient landscapes 
through plant sales, water bill in-
serts, and an e-magazine. Addition-
ally, residential and commercial 
water-use audits saved more than 
20 million gallons by finding and 
correcting inefficiencies.

The city has held several special 
events to raise awareness of the im-
portance of conservation, including 
a 5K race with a “Chasing Leaks, 
Fixing Flappers” theme. The event 
included demonstrations on how 
to find and fix leaks and showing 
how much water a leaking toilet 
wastes. The city also participated in 
a two-day festival for fifth graders 
called Waterama, educating stu-
dents on water use, treatment, and 
reclamation, and hosted the Water 
Efficiency @ Work symposium for 
commercial and industrial facilities 
to learn about water-efficiency best 
practices.

Since 2006, EPA’s WaterSense 
program has worked to protect the 
future of the nation’s water supply 
by offering Americans a simple way 
to use less water with water-efficient 
products, new homes, and services. 

SOURCE Environmental Protection Agency

EPA recognizes Fort Worth 
for WaterSense outreach

tors. You have to determine which 
causes are most important to you, 
and with outside help you can com-
pare how effective various charities 
are at using their funding.

Many non-profits do incredible 
work, but it’s always smart to verify 
their claims. You can start your due 
diligence by double checking an or-
ganization’s tax-exempt status using 
the Internal Revenue Service’s (IRS) 
Exempt Organizations Select Check 
Tool. Once you verify its non-profit 
status, you want to make sure it’s 
well run and makes a significant im-
pact. There are several non-profits 
that evaluate and rate charities. You 
can find their guidance online and 
use it compare charities and inform 
your gifting. 

Sometimes a specific event rather 
than a general cause can spur you 
into action. When this happens, if 
you want to be sure that your mon-
ey goes to support that particular 
cause you might want to narrow 
your search to charities that let you 
specify how your donation will be 
used. Otherwise, your money might 
not directly support those affected 
by the crisis. 

Donating to a non-profit with 
effective programs and processes 
is the way to go if you’re trying to 
help as many people as possible, 
but you can also make contributions 
to individuals or families through 
a crowd-funding website. There’s 
something special about knowing 
exactly who and how you’re helping, 
and they’ll appreciate the aid from 
a stranger. Similarly, you can help 
entrepreneurs by making a micro-
finance loan through a non-profit. 
You can relend the money you’re 
paid back to continue supporting 
small businesses. 

If you’re looking for ways to in-
crease your contribution, ask your 
employer if it has a matching pro-
gram. Some companies will double, 
or even triple, your gift to select non-
profits. If your company doesn’t of-
fer such a program, you could speak 
to your human resources depart-
ment or boss about establishing one.

Third-parties also fund matching 
campaigns for charities. You can ask 
a charity if there’s a campaign run-
ning and make sure your donation 
qualifies. Unless there’s a pressing 
reason to make a donation today, 
you may want to put your mon-
ey aside and wait until a matching 
campaign starts. 

You might be able to increase 
your financial impact without out-
side help if you can claim a tax de-
duction for your donation. Calculate 
your tax savings each year and put 
the money back into your charity 
fund. Donated-related deductions 
can sometimes be confusing, and 
you may want to check with a tax 
professional or look online for tips 
from the IRS. 

Your charitable gift could be the 
start of a legacy of giving among 
your family. By making donations a 
regular event during your children’s 
formative years, you’re establishing 
charitable giving as a family value 
that they can take into their adult 
lives. To engage children, make a 
donation to support a child’s fa-
vorite cause and show them how 
the money makes a difference. You 
could follow up a donation to a 
non-profit animal rescue with a visit 
to the shelter to see how the money 
helps. 

Making a donation is one way to 
support a cause you believe in and 
ensure your gift has a meaningful 
impact. You can do this by having 
money available when it’s needed, 
donating to worthwhile charities, 
looking for ways to increase your 
financial impact and passing on a 
legacy of giving. 

Make sure every dollar 
you give to charity counts

By Nathaniel Sillin
Deciding to make a charitable 

contribution can arise from a desire 
to help others, a passionate commit-
ment to a cause or the aim to give 
back to a group that once helped you 
or a loved one. Choosing which or-
ganizations you want to support can 
be difficult. There are over a million 
public charities in the United States 
according to the National Center for 
Charitable Statistics, and every dol-
lar you give to Charity A is a dollar 
you might not be able to match for 
Charity B. 

Whether it’s a friend’s charity run 
or supporting an animal rescue, of-
ten the decision to give comes down 
to a mix of internal and external fac-
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Matthew Pedersen
Famed author Luis Alberto Urrea 

spoke to a large crowd at the Irving 
Arts Center, sharing personal details 
about his novel, Into the Beautiful 
North. Serving as the center piece 
for the City of Irving and National 
Endowment for the Arts’ (NEA) Big 
Read series of author talks and pub-
lic panels, the event took place on 
Wednesday, Oct. 5. 

After the event, Urrea stayed to 
meet with his fans personally and 
sign copies of his books. Urrea talk-
ed about how it felt to meet his read-
ers in such a way.

“It’s always beautiful,” Urrea said. 
“Everybody’s really kind and fun. 
You know, if you have a job where 
you go places and strangers come to 
offer you love and friendship, that’s 
a good job. I enjoy that very much. 

“You never know who you’re 
going to meet at these; two of the 
young ladies here were from the 
Congo. It’s fantastic, you meet a lot 
of people from around the world. 
You never know what kind of friend-
ships you’re going to make.”

Urrea felt deeply surprised and 
delighted to have his book selected 
as an NEA Big Read title.

“It is mind-boggling. Especial-
ly since I never expected this book 
to have a long life,” Urrea said. “I 
thought it would sort of be evanes-
cent. It would appear, entertain 
people, then disappear. Then, when 
the NEA picked it, they sort of gave 
it eternal life. Every year at least six 
cities pick it, so I just keep going.” 

Many of the high schoolers who 
read Into the Beautiful North were 
in attendance to meet the author. 
Karen Flores, a senior at Macarthur 

High School, talked about why she 
decided to come to the discussion 
and book signing. 

“Well, we got this book as an 
assignment to read,” Flores said. 
“While we were reading it, I found 
that I could personally relate to it. I 
was inspired, but I was kind of iffy 
about coming here for this, because 
I’ve never done this before. But, 
when I came, after I started listen-
ing in I started laughing at his jokes. 
Because I’m Mexican myself, I could 
relate to what he was saying.”

Flores feels the book has helped 
many of the students in her class.

“With the Big Read, I guess more 
high schoolers are starting to read 
more books,” Flores said. “They’ve 
become interested in reading more 
books to see what else they can re-
late to. People get inspired by them, 
especially when writing essays when 
we get assigned them. They can use 
the books that we read as examples 
in our essays, and that helps us out 
a lot. 

“I would really recommend that 
people start reading books and 
coming to the author events. It’s like 
learning a lot about other people’s 
lives and relating to others, because 
then you learn that you aren’t alone 
on some things.”

Carla Lindero, another Macarthur 
High School senior, mentioned how 
interactive and personal the event 
was.

“I feel like [Urrea] was a very 
charismatic person,” Lindero said. 
“I like that they kept trying to bring 
us, the audience, in. They kept try-
ing to relate to us, to make sure all 
of our questions were answered. We 
really enjoyed it. We enjoyed being 

here.
“I really appreciate the Irving 

Scholarship Foundation. They were 
able to find the funds for everyone 
to get their own personal copy of the 
book. I really appreciate that, be-
cause now, even if you’re on level or 
AP, we’re all reading the same book, 
so we can all relate to each other. It’s 
been closing a gap that’s been form-
ing in the high school society,” she 
said.

Luis Urrea inspires high school students

Singley Academy senior, Edwin 
Shaw, and MacArthur High School 
seniors, Zaynab Traveras and Jin-
wook Lee, have been named Com-
mended Scholars in the 2017 Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Program.  

These scholars placed among the 

top five percent of more than 1.6 
million students who entered the 
competition by taking the Prelim-
inary SAT (PSAT)/National Merit 
Scholarship Qualifying Test.

SOURCE Irving ISD

IISD students named National 
Merit Commended Scholars


