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By Shirley A. Jones
Music venues, restaurants, 

bakeries, boutiques and spe-
cialty shops create a unique 
flavor to downtown Irving. 
These are not simply a col-
lection of random businesses 
that dropped from the sky 
onto Main Street. Each busi-
ness represents years of hard 
work and dreams by the own-
ers and their families as well 
as, more often than not, sig-
nificant investment or bank 
debt. 

An alarming trend has been 
gaining momentum in the 
downtown area. Homeless 
people, who have no inter-
est in the area or the people 
trying to make a living there, 
have begun intimidating cus-
tomers, littering the area and 
stealing from businesses.

“If we don’t do something 
now, I feel like it’s going to 
escalate and it’s really going 

Matthew Pedersen
For many people living 

with disabilities, the day to 
day difficulties of life would 
be unmanageable without the 
aid of specially trained dogs. 

Guide Dogs for the Blind, 
an organization operating 
primarily out of California, 
helps to breed and train 
these guide dogs to improve 
the lives of the visually im-
paired. The training of one 
of these dogs was sponsored 
by Texas Rangers’ pitcher, 
Derek ‘Dutch’ Holland (“The 
Dutch Oven”), and raised by 
the Lone Star Puppy Raising 
Club. 

As a way of honoring this 
partnership, Derek Holland 
invited the Lone Star Puppy 
Raising Club and core mem-
bers of Guide Dogs for the 
Blind to accompany him with 
several of their dogs to the 
2nd Annual Derek Holland 
Celebrity Golf Tournament at 
the Las Colinas Country Club 

By Ariel Graham
Members of the Irving His-

panic Chamber of Commerce 
(IHCC) were honored during 
the third annual Noche de 
Gala Awards Banquet held 
Thursday, Nov. 17, at the 
Sheraton DFW Airport Hotel. 
The event recognized mem-
bers of the community who 
have excelled in entrepre-
neurship, volunteer work and 
civic duty. 

“It’s all about our members 
and helping them connect, 
helping them get recognized 
for their achievements,” 
Mary Ann Kellam, president 
and CEO of the IHCC said. “I 

By Joe Snell
For over 15 years, Bruce Goldberg has been volunteering at 

Serving Irving, the annual Oak View Baptist event that pass-
es out meals to Irving communities on Thanksgiving. Each of 
those years, he comes away humbled by the experience. 

“A lot of people are alone on the holidays,” Goldberg said. 
“They don’t have funds. They don’t have food. Serving Irving is 

Serving Irving brings community together
a little bit different than other places where the people come to 
a large serving area and eat. This is more of an outreach to the 
people, and they do this because a lot of people are afraid to go 
to a serving place.”

Goldberg joined nearly 100 other volunteers last Thursday, 
Nov. 24, as part of Oak View’s 22nd annual event. This year, the 
group served almost 3,000 meals in over 14 locations as well as 

homeless communities. The meals cost in total around $8,000 
to $9,000 and the church relies heavily on food and monetary 
donations. Joe’s Coffee Shop in Irving is among one of the big-
gest contributors.

“Sometimes they give us 100-150 pies,” said Roy Soto, Min-
ister of Missions at Oak View Baptist. Soto is a Missions coor-
dinator and part of a team responsible for organizing events for 
the worship community. “Joe’s is big in helping us out. It’s a 
great thing with them. Every year they’re ready to serve, ready 
to pitch in.” 

Preparation for Serving Irving begins a couple of weeks be-
fore Thanksgiving. Volunteers can sign up for one of five differ-
ent teams: Paper Goods, Pie Making, Turkey Slicing, Set-Up, 
and Serving. 

Guide dogs visit 
golf tournament

Downtown businesses beset 
by homeless harassment

on Monday afternoon, Nov. 
14.

Katherine Roberts, a mem-
ber of the Lone Star Puppy 
Raising Club, talked about 
how their dogs are raised.

“They are bred by Guide 
Dogs for the Blind in Cali-
fornia,” Roberts said. “They 
are sent to us when they are 
eight to twelve weeks old, and 
we train them in socialization 
and basic commands until 
they’re 15 to 18 months old. 
Then they go back to Califor-
nia, or to Oregon. There are 
two campuses where they get 
more advanced training on 
how to guide someone. They 
are there learning for about 
two months, then they have 
two weeks’ worth of classes 
with their visually impaired 
partner. Then they go out into 
the real world. Guide Dogs 
for the Blind is the largest 
provider of guide dogs in the 

to damage the economic de-
velopment potential in this 
area,” Jo Ann Goin, owner 
of Irving’s downtown Glory 
House Catering Company, 
said. “The redevelopment has 
been very important to the 
City of Irving.”

She was rather buoyant 
when she noticed a surge 
of economic progress in the 
Heritage Crossing area where 
Glory House, her lunch bis-
tro, is located. In the 15 years 

that she’s been at her current 
location, 109 S. Main Street, 
she said the promise of revi-
talization has been something 
she has long awaited. Yet, she 
reports that of late, custom-
ers often say they are uncom-
fortable because of homeless 
people in the area, including 
a recent one who was right 
outside Glory House. 

“Will you walk me to my 
car?” they often ask her after 
they finish their buffet meals.

“It’s only been an issue 
over the last couple of years,” 
Goin said. According to her, 
the problem increased when 
Dallas recently closed a tent 
community. As she explained 
it, many homeless people 
come on public transit, and 
some then walk across the 
downtown streets and cluster 

Irving Hispanic
Chamber hosts 
awards banquet

think they realize that we care 
about them, and we want to 
see them succeed. By recog-
nizing them and giving them 
awards in front of others, 
their peers and other compa-
nies, we help them really feel 
appreciated.”

Norma Valles, board chair 
of the IHCC, echoed the sen-
timent of wanting to recog-
nize outstanding members of 
the chamber community. 

“Our chambers do this to 
recognize our volunteers, our 
companies, and to give them 
the momentum of, ‘Hey, 

See HOMELESS Page 8

See FOOD Page 3

Giving to others on Thanksgiving Day, a group of volunteers from Oakview Baptist Church serves holiday dinners outside of the MacArthur Place at 
183 apartment complex. / Photo by John Starkey

Wandering around the Heritage District, Mick is one of the many 
homeless people who are causing concern among those who own 
property and businesses in the area. Mick says he sleeps on the porch of 
a vacant house in Irving. / Photo by John Starkey
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Blue Christmas Chili Cook-off
December 3, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
The Cook-off will feature face painting, chil-
dren’s games, a silent auction, cakewalk and 
other activities at Heritage Park, 217 S. Main 
St. Visitors can purchase chili samples for 
$5. The money will benefit Blue Christmas, 
a partnership between the Irving Police and 
Fire departments that provides gifts and 
meals to needy Irving residents at Christmas.

Winter Water Conservation and 
Winterizing Household Water 
Systems
December 3, 9 AM - 12 PM 
Participants will learn the basic principles 
of winterizing their irrigation system and 
indoor water pipes to protect them during 
the potential cold weather@ Valley View 

Municipal Complex. Participants also will 
learn basic indoor and outdoor water con-
servation techniques for minimizing winter 
water usage. 

Blood Drive
December 3, 12-6 p.m.
Irving Masonic Lodge will sponsor a blood 
drive with Carter Blood Care. The Carter 
Blood Care vehicle will be parked at the 
Irving Mall south entrance near Los Lupes 
Restaurant.
All blood will be recorded as being desig-
nated for the Dallas Scottish Rite Hospital 
for Children.

Holiday Parade
December 3, 4 p.m.
Holiday parade that winds through Irving’s 
Heritage District. The city is celebrating 
this year with a “Christmas Tales and Toys” 
theme. Parade participants are encouraged 
to decorate floats and dress in costumes that 
depict their favorite holiday stories. The pa-
rade will feature more than 65 floats, bands, 
decorated vehicles and walking groups from 
community organizations.

Coppell’s Holiday Lighted Parade 
and Tree Lighting Ceremony
December 3 at 6:30 PM
Coppell’s kick off to the holidays, the annual 
Lighted Parade and Tree Lighting ceremony, 
is just around the corner. The lighted parade 
will feature beautifully decorated floats built 
by local groups and businesses, all with 
twinkling holiday lights. This year’s parade 
features returning favorites including the 
Coppell High School Marching Band, the 
CHS Lariettes and Silver Stars, New Tech 
High @ Coppell and Princesses with a 
Purpose. Line the parade route early for the 
best spot. Watch for the “Best Decorated” 
and “Most Spirited” floats, and pick your 
favorites as the floats go by. 
The parade will travel north on Samuel 
Blvd., turn west onto Parkway Blvd. and 
travel to Town Center. For safety reasons, 
all intersections along the parade route will 
be temporarily closed as the parade passes 
through. Intersections will re-open once the 
parade has passed.
After the parade, head to the Town Center 
Plaza for even more holiday fun. The crowd 
will countdown to the lighting of the 25ft 
Christmas tree. For the first time ever, this 
year’s Tree Lighting Ceremony will feature 
fireworks. Enjoy a four-minute fireworks 
show set to holiday music while snacking 
on holiday treats, including cookies and hot 
chocolate provided by Kona Ice, roasted 
nuts, popcorn, and more. After the ceremony, 
stay to listen to live music from the Justin 
Cash Trio and shop the Christmas Craft 
Market. Children’s activities include letter 
writing to Santa, and visits with Santa and 
Mrs. Claus. 

Little Women Christmas 
December 3, 7 - 9 PM 
Join us for some literary holiday cheer as the 
South Irving Library presents a Little Women 
Christmas, part of the Lit’s Alive: Classic Lit-
erature Resurrected program series. Louisa 
May Alcott’s beloved classic comes alive with 
crafts, refreshments, and a movie screening 
of the 1994 remake featuring Christian Bale 
and Winona Ryder. Share in the warmth 
of the holiday season with hot chocolate, 
cookies and holiday crafts such as clothespin 
ornaments and paper dolls. Open to all ages. 

Heritage House Tours
December 4, 3pm-5pm
The Heritage House will be decorated 
and open for tours. Located at 303 South 
O’Connor, the home was built in 1912 for 
the C.P. Schulze family. It was designated a 
Recorded Texas Historic Landmark in 1986. 
Admission is free. Visitors will also receive 
a complimentary copy of the Irving history 
book “Irving, Texas: From Rails to Wings.” 
The newly dedicated Mary’s Playhouse in the 
backyard garden area will also be open for 
visitors.  Originally built as a chicken coop, 
the building was converted into a playhouse 
for the young Mary Schulze in the 1920’s.
On special display will be some selections 
from Eleanor Bell’s collection of Santa Claus 
figures. Gathered for over 20 years, the 
pieces come from Turkey to Texas.

Volunteers ensure Meals on Wheels 
delivers on Thanksgiving Day

By Shirley A. Jones
When you have no reliable food 

source, a knock at the door on 
Thanksgiving Day can bring social 
nutrition, sustenance and the hu-
man connection. 

Many Dallas area seniors were 
served meals on Thanksgiving Day 
when volunteers from Jesuit College 
Prep and a host of other volunteers 
from various churches and com-
panies teamed up with the Visiting 
Nurse Association (VNA) to deliver 
holiday meals for Meals on Wheels. 
By 8:30 a.m., there was a flurry of 
activity at the VNA Haggerty Center 
and nearby parking lots, to manage 
volunteer traffic, bag fruit and pack 
the traditional Thanksgiving meals 
that would be loaded into vehicles 
and then distributed to 4,200 home-
bound elderly. 

Volunteers lined up four long 
rows of insulated Igloos full of hot 
food at the parking lot adjacent to 
the VNA building at 1440 W. Mock-
ingbird Lane in Dallas and prepared 
to load them into the trunks or seats 

of volunteer delivery drivers’ vehi-
cles as they paraded through the 
turnkey operation. An overflow of 
drivers cued up at the Wells Fargo 
parking lot waiting for the signal to 

drive across the street and proceed 
through the line. In some cases 
whole families and couples waited 

See VNA Page 3
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Sunshine
Hi there. My name is Sunshine, and I'm about 3 and ½ years old. 

I was found lying on the side of the road with a broken leg, and was 
carried by a kind soul to the shelter. The DFW Humane Society found 
a local vet to repair my leg, and I'm ready to start the next chapter of 
my life. I love to hangout and chill, or go for walks. I am unsure of other 
dogs, so being the only fur baby would be best. So if you have room in 

Malia
Malia is a pretty fitting name for me. It 

means "calm and gentle waters." Now, as a 
cat, I'm not too fond of water, but I am calm 
and gentle. I'm a watchful, easy-going buff, 
red tabby. I love to roll over and relax when 
you scratch me. I'm just a year old but I am 
wise beyond my years.

your home and heart for a sweet girl that is ready for a 
loving forever home, come on by.

“A week before the event, we go to 
the captains of the volunteers,” Soto 
said “We do a little training in what 
they need to bring, what needs to be 
taken; so we have all of the things 
that they need.

“Monday, we have people that 
come and take all of the paper goods 
and pack them. Tuesday, we rest 
for service. Wednesday, we get the 
Turkey sliced and get all of the green 
beans and gravy ready.”

On the day of the event, teams 
start coming in as early as 5 a.m. 
to begin preparing the turkey and 
mashed potatoes. At 10 a.m., volun-
teers leave to their designated sites. 
They work until around 2 or 3 p.m., 
and then a few remaining volunteers 
work on passing out any leftovers.

“I continue to drive until I have 
most all of the food gone in the trail-
er,” Goldberg said. “There have been 
years that we’ve finished at 8 o’clock 
at night. There’s never any food left 
over. Very little food comes back. 
You don’t want the food to come 
back.”

Despite weeks of preparation, 
Soto explains that anything can go 
wrong on the day of serving, and you 
have to plan for everything.

“This year, one of my captains 
put all of the stuff in his car, and it 
wouldn’t crank,” Soto said. “It was 
almost ten o’clock and his team was 
waiting for him. So at the last second 
we loaded as much as possible into 
co-Pastor Ron Kurtz’s car and he 
took off. It was a lot of pressure, but 
it turned out real good. Ron was the 
hero right there.”

After the last bits of food are 
served and all of the trays cleaned, 
Soto’s work is not quite done.

“We have a little form, a little card 
that the recipients put their names 
and all of their basic info,” Soto said. 
“Then later on, we contact them. We 
just want to say we’re praying for 
you and thank you for coming to be 
served.”

“Sometimes they have other 
needs, and this is what we’re there 
for, to serve them, to try to make a 
difference and impact their lives 
through the love of Christ.”

Goldberg shared a final story that 
summed up his experience. 

“This year, a lady came up to us. 
She was crying because she was 
alone for Thanksgiving. She didn’t 
have a place to stay. She didn’t have 
a place to go. She went to eat with 
the other people that we served in 
that area, and she was sitting with 
them having Thanksgiving with oth-
er folks,” Goldberg said. “What more 
could you ask - to have a wonderful 
meal and to have others to talk to.”

FOOD
Continued from Page 1

for their red and blue Igloos of hot 
food and thermal bags of bagged 
fruit, so they could point their vehi-
cles toward their assigned delivery 
routes at points north, south, east 
and west.

According to Kim Peterson, with 
VNA Community Relations, they 
have many long-term volunteers. 
For example, there are 5-6 volun-
teers who identify themselves as 
having served for 35 years. There’s 
also an attorney who has volun-
teered for over 25 years. Then there 
are those generational volunteers 
as well as children who have grown 
up in the volunteer service and then 
continued the tradition as adults. 

The daily meal delivery services 
provide food to many elderly peo-
ple who have no other reliable food 
source, so those seniors can remain 
in their own homes. 

“Ninety percent are not transi-
tioned to a nursing home,” Peter-
son said. The average length of time 
Meals on Wheels delivers to a senior 

is five years. Currently there is a se-
nior waiting list of 2,800 people.

The sheer number of volunteer 
drivers who showed up in SUVs, 
trucks, vans and cars enable the or-
ganizations to avoid paying delivery 
drivers. Peterson stated that for ev-
ery route taken by a volunteer, the 
agency saves enough money to pro-
vide a week of food to a senior. 

The Meals on Wheels kitchen staff 
started off the day at 4:30 a.m. They 
were chopping vegetables, prepar-
ing 750 pounds of turkey breasts, 
making dressing, cooking green 
beans, mixing ambrosia salad and 
more.

The VNA is in its 43rd year of 
serving Meals on Wheels in the 
community. In 2015, nearly 10,000 
volunteers clocked over 280,000 
hours of community service through 
VNA.

In addition to volunteering as part 
of their weekday community service 
requirement, about 250 Jesuit Col-
lege Prep students turned out at the 

distribution point in the early morn-
ing on Thanksgiving to give back to 
the community. 

“I signed up for this about a 
month ago,” Michael Turner (14) 
said in reference to the holiday ser-
vice. He stated that students at Je-
suit College Prep such as himself are 
given various options for volunteer 
service. “I chose to do this.” Michael 
said he was happy to do something 
for those less fortunate.

Volunteer delivery driver Bonnie 
Tipton echoed his sentiments. 

“I’m glad we’re able to deliver. 
I’m glad we don’t have to have it,” 
Tipton said. She and her husband, 
Barry, have delivered meals during 
the week and on Thanksgiving for 
three years.

Being wheelchair bound does not 
damper the volunteer spirit of Dar-
yl Morgeson. The Plano Amateur 
Radio Club member helped direct 
volunteer traffic near the venue. He 
arrived at 6:30 a.m. and stayed until 
everything was done. 

VNA
Continued from Page 2

Volunteers of all ages work together to prepare Thanksgiving meals. Many families pass 
down the holiday tradition to young ones in order to teach the importance of giving 
back to the community.  / Courtesy photo
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CLASSIFIEDS
RENTALS

LEGALS

EVENT HALL RENTALS
IRVING ELKS LODGE #2334

2015 N. BRITAIN RD., IRVING, TX 75061
PLEASE CALL (972) 579-0005
FOR MORE INFORMATION.

SEATING FOR UP TO 230 PEOPLE, FULL SERVICE BAR.

SUMMONS By Publication
TO: NICOLE LEE EVANS
You have been sued by JESUS 
SANCHEZ, Petitioner, in the District 
Court in and for Canyon County, Idaho, 
Case No. CV-DR-2016-13494
The nature of the claim against you 
is for custody and support of your 
minor child.
Any time after 21 days following the 
last publication of this Summons, the 
court may enter a judgment against 
you without further notice, unless prior 
to that time you have filed a written 
response in the proper form, including 
the case number, and paid any required 
filing fee to the Clerk of the Court at 
(mailing address, physical address 
(if different) and telephone number of 
the court) 1115 Albany St., Caldwell 
ID 8360 and served a copy of your 
response on the other party, whose 
mailing address and telephone number 
are: Ramirez-Smith & Tvinnereim, 
1000 Sanetta, Nampa ID 83651; 
Phone: (208)461-1883.
A copy of the Summons and Complaint/
Motion can be obtained by contacting 
either the Clerk of the Court or the other 
party.  If you wish legal assistance, you 
should immediately retain an attorney 
to advise you in this matter.  

Date: Nov. 8, 2016
ADA County District Court

SUMMONS

The CITY OF IRVING, Texas will receive sealed responses in the Purchasing Division, 1st 
floor, 835 W. Irving Blvd, until the date and time below and will open responses at the same 
location for the following items: 
1. ITB #044D-17F CDBG-Funded Paving Project
Pre-Bid Mtg: 12/09/16 @ 10:00 a.m. or 12/12/16 @ 10:00 a.m.  
Due Date: 12/16/16 @ 3:30 p.m.
2. RFQ #055M-17F Professional Services for Twin Wells Golf Course Renovation 
Design
Pre-Submittal Mtg: 12/13/16 @ 1:30 p.m. or 12/14/16 @ 1:30 p.m.
Due Date: 01/04/17 @ 3:00 p.m. 
3. ITB #066M-17F Fire Department Bunker Clothing
Due Date: 12/16/16 @ 4:00 p.m.
Responses must be received in a sealed envelope with solicitation number and due date on 
the envelope. Late responses cannot be accepted. 
Information may be found at www.cityofirving.org click Departments/ Purchasing Phone: 
972.721.2631

EMPLOYMENT

Multiple Open Positions 
Sree Infotech LLC 

Irving, TX

Sree Infotech LLC has various openings at multiple levels for the following positions: 

Master’s only: Oracle DBA I (SOD114): Administration, maintenance of Oracle 
Databases; Programmer Analyst I (SPA114): Develop programs using workflow chart 
and diagram; 
 
Master’s or Bachelor’s +5yrs exp.: Systems Administrator I (SSA116): 
Administration of servers.
 
Master’s +6 mo. exp.: Oracle DBA II (SOD214): Administration, tuning, support, 
maintenance of Oracle Databases; Programmer Analyst II (SPA214): Write, modify, 
test, debug programs; 
 
Master’s +6 mo. exp. or Bachelor’s +5yrs exp.: Database Administrator I 
(SDBA114): Administer, test, implement databases; Programmer Analyst IV 
(SPA414): Design, Develop Programs; QA Analyst IV (SQA214): Researching, 
analyzing, testing complex programs; Systems Administrator (SSA14): Installation, 
configuration, administration of servers; Database Systems Analyst (SDSA16): Gap 
Analysis, improve database systems.

Bachelor’s +1 yr. exp. or combination of education, training and experience eqv. 
to Bachelor’s + 1 yr. exp.: Systems Test Analyst (SSTA16): Integration, Systems 
Testing;
 
Bachelor’s +6 mo. Exp.: Oracle DBA IV (SOD415): Coordinate changes to 
databases; Healthcare Programmer (SHP16): Customize programs.

Bachelor’s or combination of education, training and experience eqv. to 
Bachelor’s: Oracle DBA V (SIOD516): Backup, Recovery, Data Guard; 
 
Mail resume with Job ID to: Director of Operations, 9901 E. Valley Ranch Pkwy, Suite 
3008, Irving, TX 75063.  Travel to unanticipated worksites throughout U.S. Foreign 
equivalency accepted.

Consultant positions avail. in 
Dallas, TX. Mail resume to: OneSource 
Virtual HR, Inc. Attn: A. Farris, 
Job#LS-0518 9001 Cypress Waters 
Blvd., Dallas, TX 75019.

Multiple Open Positions at
CBN Tech Force Inc.

Req. Master only/Bachelors + 5 yrs. 
exp/equiv. as VmWare Administrator 
(VMWACBN16): NIS, FTP, NFS, 
and Apache; ETL Developer 
(ETLDCBN16): Informatica Power 
Center, Oracle, SQL Server, SSIS, 
Viso, Erwin, SSAS, and SSRS.
Req. Master’s + 1 yr exp. / Bachelors 
+ 5 yrs. exp./equiv. as Java Developer 
(JDCBN16): Java, Struts, Spring, 
Hibernate, Oracle, Windows, UNIX, My 
SQL, J2EE, JMS and JSP.
Mail resume with job ID to HR: 1300 
W. Walnut Hill lane, Suite 197, Irving, 
TX 75038. Travel to unanticipated 
worksites throughout U.S. Foreign 
equivalency accepted.

EMPLOYMENT

Freelancers
Needed

Rambler Newspapers is currently 
seeking inquisitive individuals 

with experience in:
Editing - Writing 

- Photography
To apply send resume, clips and 

image samples to: 
staceys@ramblernewspapers.net

For more information
call  972-870-1992

WASHINGTON -- A new nation-
al survey of likely general election 
voters finds opposition to closing 
local schools based primarily on the 
results of standardized test scores. 
Additionally, voters believe that 
all public schools, whether char-
ter schools or traditional brick and 
mortar schools, should be held to 
the same accountability and closure 
standards. The nationwide survey 
was conducted by McLaughlin & As-
sociates in November and analyzes 
voter attitudes about standardized 
testing and school closure.

“Republicans and Democrats 
are united in their agreement that 
public schools should not be closed 
based primarily on standardized test 
scores,” said Stuart Polk, vice-presi-
dent at McLaughlin & Associates. 
“Voters don’t consider standardized 
tests the best method to measure 
school and student performance. 
They want school evaluation sys-
tems that focus more on individual 
student measurements instead of 
aggregated standardized test scores 
for the entire school.”

According to a November 18-21, 
2016 McLaughlin & Associates poll:

Overwhelmingly, 78 percent of 
voters oppose closing public schools 
based primarily on standardized 
test scores

Just 16 percent of voters consider 
standardized test scores to be a good 
measure of school quality, while 14 
percent consider it a good indicator 
of student success

73 percent of voters favor evalua-
tion systems that measure how well 
a school helps individual students 
improve year to year, versus average 
standardized test scores

By a nearly 3 to 1 ratio, voters fa-
vor evaluating schools using a dash-
board-like system which uses multi-
ple measurements to assess quality 
and performance versus a single A 
to F letter grade

Only 3 percent think closing low 
performing schools is the most im-

portant education issue
91 percent believe a formal public 

hearing should be required before 
a school closes so parents can dis-
cuss the impact; 61 percent strongly 
agree

86 percent believe all public 
schools, whether charter or tradi-
tional brick and mortars, should be 
held to the same accountability and 
closure standards

86 percent believe students 
should not be forced to leave their 
school just because other students 
are under-performing

83 percent to 11 percent, voters 
prefer to keep struggling schools 
open to help them improve versus 
closing them.

As the Trump administration 
considers education policy and state 
legislatures convene in January, this 
survey highlights for policy makers 
and elected officials the need for 
student-centered accountability sys-
tems - rather than over reliance on 
aggregated standardized test scores 
- to measure school and student suc-
cess.

“School accountability is very im-
portant, but it must be done in a way 
that focuses on individual students 
and less on school-wide average 
test scores,” Tillie Elvrum, Presi-
dent Of Publicschooloptions.Org, 
said. “Simply looking at high-stakes, 
standardized test scores to deter-
mine school or student success isn’t 
reliable. We need policy makers and 
education leaders to develop better 
accountability measures that don’t 
punish students and erode parent 
choice by closing schools based 
solely on high-stakes, standardized 
tests.” 

Poll Methodology: McLaughlin & 
Associates completed a national sur-
vey of 1,000 likely voters. The survey 
was conducted Nov. 18-21 and has a 
margin of error of +/ 3.1 percent at a 
95 percent confidence level.

SOURCE PublicSchoolOptions.org

Voters oppose closing 
schools based on
standardized testing

RYE BROOK, N.Y. -- A new na-
tional survey by The Leukemia 
& Lymphoma Society (LLS), the 
world’s leading voluntary health 
non-profit dedicated to fighting 
blood cancers, finds that an over-
whelming majority of Americans 
(90 percent) say they believe the 
true meaning of the holidays is to 
help others and 87 percent say they 
wish they could do more to help oth-
ers in need. Eight in ten (82 percent) 
adults feel the spirit of the holidays 
has become lost in the commercial-
ization.

The survey, Gifts That Matter 
Most, revealed more than two in 
three adults (68 percent) – and 
three in four women (74 percent) – 
say that holiday shopping is stress-
ful. The nationwide survey of more 
than 1,000 adults conducted by 
Russell Research reveals that nearly 
two-thirds of adults (63 percent) of-
ten feel pressure to find the “perfect 
gift.”

However, there is a silver lining, 
as four-fifths (81 percent) of adults 
surveyed say the holidays put them 
in a giving spirit. The majority of 
adults (90 percent) prefer giving a 
gift that helps others rather than 
receiving one. Further, five in six 
adults (85 percent) believe donating 
to a charity has more of an impact 
than a material gift.

The survey found that five in six 
adults (84 percent) say charity do-
nations are simple and time sav-
ing, while three in five adults (59 
percent) say donating can take the 
stress out of holiday shopping.

“While it’s not surprising that the 
holidays are stressful for many, our 
aim in conducting this holiday sur-
vey is to remind the public that there 
are wonderful ways to enrich the 
holiday season by volunteering and 
supporting organizations like LLS, 
which helps patients all year long, 
including during the holiday sea-

son,” said Jennifer Wilson, LCSW, 
Senior Information Specialist, LLS’s 
Information Resource Center.

During the holidays, the amount 
of donations to charitable organi-
zations increases and there is an 
upward trend in online and mobile 
giving, especially among tech-sav-
vy millennials, according to Black-
baud, cloud software company that 
provides data and analytics about 
American giving trends. Last year, 
44 percent of LLS’s annual online 
donations were received during De-
cember, while donations via a mo-
bile device increased by 46 percent.

“Spending the holidays with 
family and friends is what makes 
this season so joyous, especially for 
those who face a cancer diagnosis,” 
Wilson said. “At LLS, we work to en-
sure patients have access to lifesav-
ing treatments, so that they are able 
to celebrate the holidays with their 
loved ones.”

A holiday gift to LLS supports 
the 1.1 million people in the United 
States living with a blood cancer. 
In addition to LLS’s year-round ef-
forts to raise funds for lifesaving re-
search and patient support services, 
the elevated generosity during the 
holidays is helping create a world 
without blood cancers. This holiday 
season, people can donate to LLS in 
honor of a family member or friend 
at donate.lls.org or sign up to volun-
teer at lls.org/volunteer. 

Survey Methodology 
The survey was conducted online for 
LLS by Russell Research from No-
vember 11-14, 2016 among 1,077 
adults ages 18 and older. Respon-
dents were 50 percent female, 50 
percent male and representative by 
age, ethnicity and census region. At 
a 95 percent confidence level, a mar-
gin of error was +/- 3.0 percent. 

SOURCE The Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society

It is better to give 
than to receive
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TROY, Mich. -- As 2017 rapidly 
approaches, Leon LaBrecque, CEO 
and managing partner of LJPR Fi-
nancial Advisors, has important tips 
to end this specific year on a finan-
cial high note. With a brand new, 
unprecedented administration tak-
ing office in just under two months, 
and a Republican-controlled House 
and Senate, President-elect Trump’s 
proposed tax plan just may come to 
fruition.

For many of us, that means big 
change. LaBrecque summarizes ex-
pected changes for individuals if the 
proposal is adopted in its entirety:

Brackets: There will be three in-
stead of seven: 12 percent, 25 per-
cent and 33 percent.

Reduced taxes: Most individuals 
will pay less in taxes. The higher 
your income, the greater the cut. The 
Net investment Income Tax (NIIT) 
is eliminated. The Alternative Mini-
mum tax (AMT) is eliminated.

AUSTIN – The Texas Municipal 
League denounced a state Senate 
committee’s recommendation to re-
strict city budgets as “a direct assault 
on public safety, economic develop-
ment and transportation that will 
produce no noticeable tax reduction 
for homeowners.”

The committee, appointed by 
Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick and chaired 
by Sen. Paul Bettencourt (R-Hous-
ton), has recommended placing a 
state-imposed cap on the property 
tax revenue of every city and county 
that could only be exceeded by hold-
ing an election.

“The largest budget item for every 
city in Texas is public safety – police, 

AUSTIN – Following several hor-
rific terrorist attacks on American 
soil, most recently on the campus 
of Ohio State University (OSU), 
Senator Don Huffines (R-Dallas) 
has filed Senate Bill 260 to codify 
Governor Greg Abbott’s decision 
to withdraw Texas from the federal 
refugee resettlement program. The 
OSU terrorist was resettled to Dal-
las in 2014, where he lived for a very 
brief time before moving out of the 
state of Texas. 

“Texas must solidify Governor 
Abbott’s refugee policy,” Senator 
Huffines said. “While there are 
promising leadership changes com-
ing to our federal government, we 
simply cannot wait for Congress to 
take decisive action. I’m proud to 
join Governor Abbott in his effort 
to keep Texans safe from poorly 
screened refugees from countries 

AUSTIN – After conducting eight 
blockbuster hearings in seven cities 
and taking almost 50 hours of tes-
timony that overwhelmingly called 
for property tax relief, Senator Paul 
Bettencourt (R-Houston) today filed 
Senate Bill 2, the Texas Property Tax 
Reform and Relief Act of 2017, with 
co-authors Sens. Brandon Creigh-
ton, Kelly Hancock and Van Tay-
lor, and released the Senate Select 
Committee on Property Tax Reform 
and Relief’s interim report. The Se-
lect Committee was charged by Lt. 
Governor Dan Patrick to study the 
property tax process, including the 
appraisal system, and to examine 
and develop options to reduce the 
tax burden on property owners.

“Texas taxpayers have been facing 
property tax bills that are increasing 
2.5 to 3 times faster than median 
household income,” said Senator 
Bettencourt, chairman of the Senate 
Select Committee on Property Tax 
Reform and Relief. “Throughout 
Texas, in hearing after hearing, the 
Select Committee heard the same 
message loud and clear: Texans are 
asking for and deserve property tax 
relief. Whether it was homeowners 
testifying that they are unable to 
keep up with their property tax bills, 
small business owners seeing their 
hard earned profits go out the win-
dow, or even big businesses testify-
ing that they are locating new plants 
and taking jobs out of Texas due to 

high property taxes, they are all say-
ing that property taxes are rising too 
fast in Texas.”

Average home property tax ap-
praisals have risen 22-24 percent 
over two years in the Dallas-Fort 
Worth area, 20 percent in San An-
tonio over two years, and 12 percent 
a year in Austin for three straight 
years. In Harris County, average 
home property tax bills are up 36 
percent in just three years.

“From a taxpayer winding up in 
handcuffs just for asking questions, 
to open collusion between a chief 
appraiser and appraisal review 
board chairman in a hearing, to 
protest hearings scheduled on July 
3, the stories about what has actu-
ally been happening to taxpayers at 
appraisal districts across the state 
demand immediate changes in how 
taxpayers are treated,” Senator Bet-
tencourt said.

The Select Committee’s interim 
report contains several examples 
of poor practices around the state 
that have already been stopped due 
to the Select Committee’s direct 
questioning of officials involved in 
the appraisal process. Senate Bill 2 
contains substantial changes to ap-
praisal district oversight so the best 
practices can be adhered to in every 
one of the county appraisal districts 
in Texas.

“I would like to thank Senate Se-
lect Committee members Creighton, 

Senator Bettencourt responds to cry for property tax reform

POLITICAL

Hancock, Lucio, Perry, Van Taylor, 
and Uresti, as well as a half dozen 
other Senators who joined the Se-
lect Committee at our hearings in 
various cities, plus Lt. Governor 
Dan Patrick for participating in 

these hearings. Fifty hours of pub-
lic testimony has never been taken 
before in this manner, but the need 
for property tax relief is clear to Tex-
as taxpayers that see their property 
tax bills rising faster than their pay-

checks year after year.”
Senate Bill 2 and the full interim 

committee report can be viewed 
online at: www.senate.texas.gov/
ptaxrr.

SOURCE Senator Paul Bettencourt’s office

Revenue cap would threaten public safety, job creation, roads
fire fighting and emergency medical 
services,” said Bennett Sandlin, Ex-
ecutive Director of the Texas Mu-
nicipal League. “Politicians can’t 
proclaim their support for first re-
sponders and then turn around and 
vote to restrict the funding that pays 
for the salaries, equipment, vehi-
cles, health insurance and pensions 
of the men and women who protect 
our communities.”

Also, among the first items to be 
cut from city budgets would be eco-
nomic development incentives and 
city funding for state highway proj-
ects leading to fewer jobs and more 
traffic congestion in the future, San-
dlin said.

“Their statewide cap on city bud-
gets would not produce meaning-
ful tax relief. Hypothetically, un-
der their proposal, some average 
homeowners in some cities in some 
future year might possibly have the 
increase in their property tax bill 
reduced by $2 or $3 per month. 
What’s more, elderly and disabled 
homeowners would have the small-
est hypothetical tax savings because 
of the exemptions they currently 
receive. Any legislator who tries to 
convince Texans that is real tax re-
lief will look foolish.”

“Cities are not the cause of high 
property taxes in Texas.” Sandlin 
said. “Cities get only 16 percent of 

Senator Huffines acts to 
keep Texans safe

with clear ties to terrorism. Until the 
new administration and Congress 
act, Texas will find a way.” 

On Wednesday, Sept. 21, Gover-
nor Greg Abbott advised the federal 
government of his intention to with-
draw the state from the federal ref-
ugee resettlement program unless 
several common sense conditions 
were met, including a certification 
by national security officials that 
refugees coming to our state do not 
pose a security risk to Texans. The 
federal government refused to ac-
commodate Texas’ reasonable re-
quests by the Sept. 30 deadline, so 
Texas’ withdrawal from the refugee 
resettlement program will be official 
on Jan. 31, 2017 (based on the 120 
day notification requirement in fed-
eral law). 

“The Governor and the Legisla-
ture have an obligation to keep Tex-

Individual income taxes are likely changing in 2017
Deductions: Parents with child-

care expenses will be able to de-
duct childcare from their income, 
with income limitations. The 
Standard deductions will increase 
to $15,000 for single taxpayers 
and $30,000 for joint taxpayers. 
Itemized deductions will generally 
be limited to mortgage interest and 
charitable contributions, and would 
be capped at $100,000 for single 
and $200,000 for joint filers.

Exemptions: Personal exemp-
tions are eliminated.

Solid year-end tax planning is 
always good advice, but given the 
climate, this year it is imperative to 
take advantage of opportunities in 
your 2016 return that will likely be 
going away forever. 

Harvest the losses in taxable ac-
counts. We usually advise tax-loss 
harvesting (taking a loss on a stock 
or fund before year-end), but if tax-
es go down next year and the NIIT 

is eliminated, you may save more 
by using the losses and keeping the 
gains until 2017.

Don’t buy a gain. Be careful on 
purchasing a mutual fund in a tax-
able account before its distribution 
date. Mutual funds can build up 
taxable gain, including short-term 
capital gains that are taxed as ordi-
nary income. If your rate goes down 
next year, the last thing you want to 
do is buy income at a higher tax rate 
this year. Check the fund before you 
buy into any taxable account. This 
doesn’t apply to regular or Roth 
IRAs.

Tuition and college. We don’t 
know where these will fall on the 
new plan, but taking advantage of 
the deductions now makes sense if 
tax rates are going down and your 
income is staying the same. Subject 
to income limits, you can deduct 
student loan interest and tuition for 
yourself and dependents.

Defer income. If your income is a 
paycheck, this doesn’t work. So not 
cashing your last paycheck doesn’t 
pass the income into 2017: Your 
wages are taxed based on your W-2. 
However, if you own your business, 
receive commissions or are self-em-
ployed, you do have some control 
over billing and receipts. Monitor 
your income for FICA and self-em-
ployment; you could goof this up 
and pay a lot of FICA taxes.

401(k). We normally suggest 
maximizing your 401(k), but this 
potential opportunity really makes 
it worthwhile. When you contribute 
to the pre-tax portion of the 401(k), 
you are taking it off your income at 
today’s rates. You might be defer-
ring today at 15 percent, when next 
year your rate might be 12 percent. 
With higher incomes the difference 
is more dramatic. If you are in the 
top tax bracket (congrats), your 
earned income is taxed at 40.5 per-

cent. If the law changes, you may be 
taxed at 33 percent. That’s a saving 
of 7.5 percent on every extra dollar. 
Max it out.

“Every year, over 80 million 
Americans get an income tax re-
fund and are delighted, and after 
reading these tips, hopefully you can 
see the value of pre-planning your 
taxes and making the most of your 
money,” LaBrecque said. “This year 
we’re in a situation that we haven’t 
seen in about 40 years when the tax 
code was significantly changed. The 
time to take advantage of these tips 
is now, before it’s gone forever.”

Note that taxes are complicated. 
Plan carefully and talk this over with 
your CPA or EA, but do it before the 
end of the year.

For more information on tax plan-
ning tips and services, visit http://
ljpr.com/tax-planning-prepara-
tion/.

SOURCE LJPR Financial Advisors

ans safe, and it’s one that we take 
very seriously,” Senator Huffines 
said. “Under President Obama, the 
refugee resettlement program has 
been little more than a red carpet 
welcome for potential terrorists. 
Until the program is significantly 
redesigned and the federal govern-
ment makes assurances to Governor 
Abbott and me that refugees don’t 
pose a security threat, Texas will not 
be complicit in welcoming radical 
Islamic extremists who are eager to 
kill and maim innocent Texans. 

“The refugee resettlement pro-
gram is antiquated and must be re-
considered and redesigned from the 
ground up. Texans have big hearts, 
and are a generous people, but we 
must stop refugee resettlement un-
til the program makes sense for our 
state, and our people.” 

SOURCE Office of Senator Don Huffines 

the property taxes paid by Texans 
while 55 percent is levied by school 
districts. Legislators don’t want 
to deal with the real cause of high 
property taxes – the school finance 
system – because the legislature 
depends on rising school property 
taxes to balance the state budget. 
Under the “Robin Hood” funding 
scheme, 230 school districts are 
forced to send part of their prop-
erty taxes to the state treasury this 
year.”

Sandlin also accused the Senate 
committee of misleading Texans 
about city property taxes by mak-
ing deceptive “apples-to-oranges” 
comparisons with household in-

come while ignoring the fact city 
property tax collections increased at 
less than half the rate of state taxes 
from 2009 to 2014.

“Locally elected officials are ac-
countable to voters for taxing and 
spending decisions every time they 
run for election. Politicians in Aus-
tin should not impose arbitrary and 
punitive state restrictions on the 
ability of locally elected city officials 
to budget for the needs of their com-
munities, especially when the safety 
of our citizens is at stake,” Sandlin 
said.

SOURCE Texas Municipal League



Page 6 December 3, 2016     www.RamblerNewspapers.com

FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their infor-
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and time. If an organization wishes to have more in-
formation than the free listing offers, we will continue 
to offer other advertising opportunities.
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American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Buttons & Bows Square 

& Round Dance Club 
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
DFW Scroller Saw Club

Last Saturday of each month
9:30 AM to 11:30 AM

Georgia Farrow Rec Center 530 Davis St.
www.dfwscrollers.net / 214-995-9270

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thursday of the month 

7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain

www.irvingarc.org
Irving AMBUCS

Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.
at Spring Creek BBQ

 Irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Second Tuesday each month @ 7:30 P.M.

132 E. Second St. Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm 
IHOP on Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Chateau on Wildbriar Lake

1515 Hard Rock Road
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS

* It was noted American playwright and 
essayist Arthur Miller who gave the 
following sage advice: “Don’t be seduced 
into thinking that that which does not make 
a profit is without value.”

* In the early 20th century, celebrated 
racehorse Man o’ War won 20 of his 21 
career races. Interestingly, his one loss 
(often attributed to a terrible start and the 
extra weight he was carrying) was to a 
horse named Upset. 

* Statistically speaking, you probably live 
within 320 miles of the place you were born. 

* Have you ever experienced a social 
situation in which you have to introduce 

someone, but you can’t quite remember their name? In 
Scotland, there’s a word to describe the hesitation caused by 
that moment of panic: a tartle.

* According to a poll conducted by outdoor recreation retailer 
Gander Mountain, almost half of all hunters have some kind of 
ritual they observe to increase their chances for a lucky hunt. 
Some hunters go the entire season without shaving, some start 
each hunt at a particular time, some kiss the first bullet, some 
do an “anti-rain” dance -- the variations are endless.

* Getting married soon, but working with a tight budget? If 
you’re considering cutbacks, you might not want to put the 
honeymoon on the chopping block. Researchers have found 
that couples who go on a honeymoon tend to have longer-
lasting marriages than those who skip the trip -- no matter how 
much or how little you spend. 
***
Thought for the Day: “If I seem to take part in politics, it is only 
because politics encircles us today like the coil of a snake from 
which one cannot get out, no matter how much one tries. I wish 
therefore to wrestle with the snake.” -- Mahatma Gandhi

1. FOOD & DRINK: What is another name 
for the filbert nut?
2. TELEVISION: What was Chandler’s last 
name on the comedy series “Friends”?
3. ARCHITECTURE: Who designed the 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington, 
D.C.?

4. LANGUAGE: Where did the term “the blind leading the blind” 
originate?
5. MYTHOLOGY: In one of Hercules’ fabled labors, he had to slay a 
beast that kept sprouting new heads. What was its name?
6. U.S. CITIES: What city carries the nickname “Iron City”?
7. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: The direction of starboard on a boat 
means what?
8. LITERATURE: What famous Latin American author wrote the novel 
“The General in his Labyrinth”?
9. MUSIC: Where did the Rolling Stones get their name?
10. MONEY: Prior to the euro, what was the name of Greece’s 
currency?

Answers
1. Hazelnut 2. Bing
3. Architect Maya Lin
4. Hindu texts, the Upanishads. The phrase 
also appears in the Bible.
5. Hydra
6. Pittsburgh
7. The right side of a boat when looking 
forward
8. Gabriel Garcia Marquez
9. From a Muddy Waters blues song
10. The drachma
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WORSHIP

UNITY CHURCH
Unity of Irving

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class

11:00 AM Service
& Children’s Church

Reverend Frank Pounders
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-5083

unitychurchofirving.com

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third,  75060

972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Chapel
Second and fourth Sundays

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

First Church of Christ, Scientist
2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 75061

972-253-7202
www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-0476

access code 884879
For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.
972-790-8606 

www.BeltLineChurch.com

972-870-1992 WORSHIP ADS
To list your house of worship in

the Rambler, please contact 
Laurie at  972-870-1992 or 

Laurier@ramblernewspapers.net

country.”
Keith Rosenthal, Director of Re-

gional Major Gifts for Guide Dogs 
for the Blind, talked about how it 
felt to have such a dedicated staff of 
volunteers. 

“It feels pretty darn awesome,” 
Rosenthal said. “We have volunteers 
that are raising our puppies from 
pretty much five weeks old to about 
14 months. It’s such great dedica-
tion for them to be able to do that for 
us as a volunteer position. It enables 
our dogs to get out and be socialized 
in the process of that key initial be-
havior before they come back to our 
campus, where they’ll be doing what 
they call graduating into more spe-
cific guide dog work. In particular, 
we are big into positive reinforce-
ment for training. We’re leading the 
nation in that cause.

“We are making sure that the dogs 
are able to be a pair, and act in part-
nership with someone who is visual-
ly impaired. When you think about 

DOGS
Continued from Page 1

it, when walking down the street, 
what are the dangers? It’s knowing a 
route, being able to take that person 
on a route, and getting them from 
point A to point B. It’s also navigat-
ing stairs and navigating escalators. 
It’s getting into elevators, looking at 
obstacles.” 

Derek Holland shared how happy 
he was to be involved with the Pup-
py Raising Club, Guide Dogs for the 
Blind, and his own charitable foun-
dation, 60 Feet 6.

“At the end of the day, it’s a busi-
ness. We want to try and make mon-
ey here for those who are in need,” 
Holland said. “The best part is see-
ing people’s reaction when they 
know they’re making a difference. 
That’s what it really comes down to. 
It’s definitely fun to be a part of that, 
and to encourage more people to go 
out and do it.”

Holland went on to discuss why 
he initially became involved with 
Guide Dogs for the Blind.

“Guide Dogs was just something 
that we wanted to get into,” Hol-
land said. “The more times we can 
interact and help more people, the 
better. That’s what our whole plan 
is. Let’s not focus on one thing, let’s 
see how many people we can affect, 
to see what else we can do, and ob-
viously having a guide dog is huge. 
Those that don’t ever get to see or 
are not able to do the things we can 
do, they get some assistance and it 
helps them be more active. 

“It’s definitely fun to team up with 
those [Guide Dogs for the Blind],” 
he said. “It’s actually been a tre-
mendous experience, being around 
all this and watching the dog I’ve 
donated, Dutch, grow up. I’ve been 
following along, he’s getting big, and 
it’s outstanding to see how the prog-
ress has gone with him, knowing 
his commands and how to do them. 
He’s a well-behaved dog. It’s really 
cool to see.”

(972) 870-1992 
laurier@ramblernewspapers.netOBITUARIES

DEATH NOTICES

Jack Daphen Huffman Sr., 85, 
former City Manager for Irving 
1973-1993, died Tuesday, November 
22, 2013 at Baylor Scott and White 
Medical Center in Irving.  Born Au-
gust 20, 1931 in Orange, Texas, he 
was the son of the late William Leon 
Huffman and Bessie Irene Grimes 
Huffman.  He graduated from Lu-
ther Stark High School in 1950, 
served in the United States Air Force 
1950-1954 and graduated from Tex-
as A & M University with a B. S. in 
Civil Engineering in 1957.  He later 
completed courses in Public Ad-
ministration at Baylor University in 
1962.  He served as Highway Design 
Engineer for the Texas Highway De-
partment in Beaumont 1958-1961, 
Director of Planning and Public 
Works, City of Waco 1961-1963, Di-
rector of Traffic and Transportation 
City of El Paso 1963-1966, City Man-
ager and Finance Officer, City of Or-
ange, Texas 1966-1972, City Manag-
er of Greeley, Colorado 1972-1973 
and City Manager for the City of 
Irving 1973-1993.  He married Betty 
Jean Ramsey November 3, 1951 in 
Orange, Texas.  She preceded him in 
death in May, 2013.  He was a mem-
ber of Oak View Baptist Church.  
Survivors include his companion, 
Dee Dee Ingram of Irving; sons, 

Jack Daphen Huffman, Jr. and wife 
Debra, of Orange and Morris Mance 
Huffman and wife Gina of Gallatin, 
TN; daughter, Connie Diane Huff-
man Randle and husband Dewayne 
of Irving; five grandchildren, Jack 
Daphen Huffman, III (Trey) and 
wife Rachel; Lindsey Johnson and 
husband Blake, Jack Robert Huff-
man, Ryan Randle and Lauren Ran-
dle; and three great grandchildren, 
Ryder Huffman, Ramsey Johnson 
and Rixon Johnson.  Funeral ser-
vices were planned for 11:00 a.m. 
Wednesday, November 30, 2016 
at Oak View Baptist Church, 1004 
South Story Road in Irving.  The 
family received friends there prior  
to the service.  A graveside service 
with military honors will be held at 
11:00 a.m. Saturday, December 3, 
2016 at Hillcrest Forest Lawn Me-

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

Kevin Wilson - May 11, 1959 - Nov. 20, 2016
Regina Patterson Story - Jul. 11, 1929 - Nov. 23, 2016

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

Jack D. Huffman - Aug. 20, 1931 - Nov. 22, 2016
Joyce Hutchings - Jul. 10, 1938 - Nov. 28, 2016

JACK DAPHEN HUFFMAN SR

Employees of Celanese welcome the students of Lively Elementary School for Big Brother Big Sisters’ “Beyond School Walls” program at their Las Co-
linas headquarters. 

Students at Lively Elementary are the newest members of Big Brother Big Sisters’ “Beyond School Walls” program. The school is partnering with Cel-
anese Corporation for this unique mentoring program that matches students with professionals for one-on-one interaction in the workplace. So far, 21 
pairs of “Bigs” and “Littles” have been created, connecting 3rd and 4th graders with a range of Celanese employees. 

Students visit the Las Colinas headquarters twice a month for an hour of activities and conversation, all while exposing them to corporate environments 
and various career paths. 

SOURCE Irving ISD

“Beyond School Walls” mentoring program comes to Lively

morial Park in Orange, Texas under 
the direction of Donnelly’s Colonial 
Funeral Home, 606 West Airport 
Freeway in Irving. 

After a day of golf, one of the pups decides it is time to take advantage of the soft golf 
course grass and settles down for a little snooze. / Photo by Matt Pedersen
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great support for the Irving His-
panic Chamber, thank you so very 
much.’ That is why Noche de Gala, 
for us, is a night of elegance. We 
wanted to recognize all the people 
that have contributed to the cham-
ber,” Valles said.

The awards were divided into six 
categories: Volunteer, Ambassador, 
Entrepreneur, Small Business, Cor-
poration, and Partner of the Year. 

JC Gonzales, vice-president and 
branch manager of Wells Fargo, 
won Volunteer of the Year for his 
civic service and for mentoring stu-
dents to be financially successful. 

Laurie Cedillo, owner of Fun and 
a Little Chic Boutique in downtown 

Irving, received Entrepreneur of the 
Year. 

ISP Studios, a creative produc-
tion company and one of the media 
sponsors of the event, won Small 
Business of the Year, and Credit 
Union of Texas received Partner of 
the Year.

Mark Baker, marketing director 
for Toyota of Irving, won Ambassa-
dor of the Year. His dealership also 
won Corporation of the Year. Baker 
said that, while he was pleased he 
and his business were recognized, 
the recognition was secondary in 
comparison to his work with the 
chamber and the community. 

“A lot of our business comes from 

the Hispanic community,” Baker 
said. “We want them to know that 
we value their business, and we val-
ue that relationship, so we try to be 
involved in as many aspects as pos-
sible.” 

The two signature awards for the 
evening were the Chairman’s Award 
and the Gracias Award. The Chair-
man’s Award recognizes an indi-
vidual who made exemplary efforts 
to further the IHCC’s mission. This 
year’s recipient was Delia Jasso. 
Jasso was very surprised to receive 
the award. 

“I’ve been blessed, and I feel like 
if I pay that forward, it’s really going 
to help and change somebody’s life.” 
Jasso said.

The Gracias Award celebrates the 
influential ambassadors of econom-
ic development and entrepreneur-
ship. Dr. Alma Garcia, last year’s 
recipient, presented the award to 
this year winner: John Trevino, 
President and General Manager of 
Telemundo 39 KXTX. Trevino was 
unable to accept the award in per-
son, but he recorded a video mes-
sage expressing his gratitude. 

“What the Gracias Award means, 
is somebody that invests in the com-
munity and somebody that invests 
in entrepreneurs in our region,” 
Trevino said. “That means to me 
that my work is being recognized; 
my team’s work is being recognized. 

So for us, it’s important to partner 
with these chambers, especially Ir-
ving. It’s our way of giving back and 
investing in our local communities.” 
Trevino’s wife and children accept-
ed the award on his behalf.

In addition to the awards, there 
was also a keynote speech by Colo-
nel Gil Coronado, former Selective 
Services Director under President 
George H.W. Bush, and one of the 
driving forces behind expanding 
National Hispanic Heritage from a 

week into a month-long event. In 
his speech, Coronado spoke about 
his youth, his military service, and 
the importance of patriotism. 

“We are all aware, and should be 
aware, that we live in the greatest 
country on Earth: America,” Coro-
nado said. “America, the land of 
opportunity. The only place in the 
whole world where poor can become 
rich, wherever each and every one of 
us has a right to dream our dreams.”

AWARDS
Continued from Page 1

HOMELESS
Continued from Page 1

on Main Street or at Heritage Park.
The Downtown Irving/Heritage 

Crossing Station is about a quarter 
of a mile from her venue. DART bus-
es and the Trinity Railway Express 
train deposit and pick up riders 
there. The park is less than a quarter 
mile in the other direction. In that 
one mile corridor, Goin has seen 
homeless people having fist fights, 
using the city’s resources, creating 
unsanitary conditions, engaging in 
public displays of affection, leav-
ing their belongings, and creating a 
safety threat. She had to ask a home-
less man to leave her outdoor prem-
ises during the week of Thanksgiv-
ing. She also threatened to call the 
police. It was not the first time.

She found a possible solution that 
could help her and other business 
owners. The City of Irving Police 
Department gave her an affidavit 
that can be filed for criminal tres-
pass. They also gave her a sign that 
she can post in her window. The 
signage indicates that the place is 
private property, and that the force 
of law might be used against those 
who trespass. Goin intends to post 
the sign in her window after lami-
nating it.

Public Information Officer James 
McLellan with the Irving Police De-
partment, said there is a Standard 
Operating Procedure for patrol offi-
cers to follow when businesses com-
plain of a criminal trespass. 

“A business owner or employee at 
a business that is open to the pub-
lic may have to initiate a call/com-
plaint for trespassing with the police 
department if they want someone 
to leave their premises,” McLellan 
said. “The first police response to 
a particular person who a business 

has complained about may be a ver-
bal warning, which includes the re-
quest that they leave the premises. If 
a person who has been given a crim-
inal trespass warning by an officer 
returns to the same business or re-
fuses to leave, the police department 
may escalate their actions.”

Goin is not without compassion 
for those who have fallen on hard 
times. On Tuesdays she donates bis-
tro food to an area church and they 
transport it to a homeless shelter in 
Dallas where it is distributed. She is 
also involved in other philanthrop-
ic endeavors. The business owner 
said it’s heartbreaking to see how 
economic downturns have affected 
many people in the last eight years.

At the same time, the owner of 
Blue Ribbon Winner of the National 
Small Business of the Year award for 
eight years running said she stands 
ready to circulate the affidavit and 
signage to other businesses, and to 
attend the community service meet-
ing.

Goin would love to see the City of 
Irving pray about the problem and 
seek a solution. She wants a proto-
col in place that can help homeless 
people without hurting businesses 
in the process.

Mil Canava, owner of On the 
Boulevard Gifts, Antiques & Collect-
ibles, has concerns as well. Canava, 
who has been owner at the 142 W. 
Irving Boulevard location for a year, 
did not know there was a homeless 
problem when she was considering 
buying the business. She has had 
problems with homeless people 
defecating on her property, leav-
ing bags and other property on the 
premises and pan-handling. She has 
filed a criminal trespass complaint 

with the police department 7-8 
times, and had an incident of shop-
lifting by homeless people.  

The shop owner reported that 
homeless people have hung out on 
her patio, and that she has found 
suitcases, trash and beer cans there. 
She recalled seeing the homeless 
in alleys and behind businesses in 
the vicinity. Her idea is that police 
should patrol those areas a little bit 
more. In her shop are two other fe-
male vendors and a male vendor 
that also sell their wares.

Canava reported that she wanted 
to be a part of downtown Irving and 
to help it grow. She used the word 
“potential” to describe the possi-
bilities she sees for the area. She 
explained that they not only want 
people in Irving to come and do 
business with them, but want to at-
tract other Texans as well.

Visiting with friends and enjoying good food is always a part of the Noche de Gala 
Awards Banquet. / Courtesy photo

Being recognized in the community is one of the thrills of the Noche de Gala Awards 
Banquet. / Courtesy photo


