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By Ariel Graham
A classic tale of family, loss 

and love came to life at “A Lit-
tle Women Christmas,” held 
in the South Irving Public Li-
brary on Saturday, Dec. 4.

The event was part of the 
library “Lit’s Alive” program, 
a series of events that focus 
on a specific literary classic 
and introduces it to a new 
audience. The main feature 
of the night was a showing of 
the 1994 movie “Little Wom-
en,” staring Wynonna Ryder 
and Christian Bale. Guests 
were also invited to partake 
in hot chocolate and cookies, 
create plastic ball ornaments 
filled with pinecones, berries 

By Joe Snell
As foreign governments 

continue to make significant 
strides in cybersecurity, the 
National Center for Policy 
Analysis (NCPA) gathered 
leading cyber and national 
security experts to discuss the 
risks facing our cyber-depen-
dent world.

Yet, despite heavy invest-
ments by countries like Rus-
sia and China in their own 
cyber security systems, the 
United States is lagging be-
hind in cyber policy and se-
curity.

“In 2009, the Department 
of Defense declared cyber 
space a new domain of war-
fare after growing concerns 
about cybersecurity and an 
increase in cyber threats,” 
said Lt. Col. (Ret.) Allen 
West, NCPA Executive Di-
rector. “The army decided in 
late 2013 to build a new cy-
ber command headquarters 
alongside National Security 
Agency’s Georgia facilities at 
Fort Gordon, Georgia. They 
finally broke ground for this 
new cyber command head-
quarters for the army this 
week.

“2009, they recognize that 
we had a problem. 2013, they 
said we need to have a facility. 
2016, they’re just now break-

By Joe Snell
The City of Irving’s Wa-

ter Utilities Department has 
come a long way in the past 
20 years, specifically in their 
water leak detection pro-
gram. 

“Years and years ago we’d 
poke a hole,” said Barry Allen, 
Water Programs Specialist 
for the City of Irving. “‘Nope 
it’s not here!’ And we’d poke 
a hole over here. ‘Nope!’ 
We’d have two or three holes 
or more before we actually 
found the leak.”

Now with sophisticated 

Library brings literature to life with “A Little 
Women Christmas”

and fake snow, as well as play 
with paper dolls similar to 
those used during the time 
period depicted in the movie. 

The “Lit’s Alive” program, 
exclusive to the South Irving 
branch, started over three 
years ago with an “Anne of 
Green Gables” themed gar-
den party. Since then, the se-
ries has created events based 
on such literary works as 
Sherlock Holmes and Pride 
and Prejudice. Kristin Tre-
vino, youth and digital ser-
vices librarian for the South 
Irving Public Library, said 
the program was designed to 
introduce people, specifically 
youths, to these classics in a 

fun and engaging way. She 
has always associated Lit-
tle Women with the holiday 
season, and thought it would 
be an excellent book for the 
event. 

“It’s a timeless tale, and it’s 
a tale of family, love and loss, 
and sisters,” Trevino said. 
“While it was set back in the 
Civil War Victorian-era, you 
can kind of relate, especially if 
you came from a big family.”

“Little Women” was writ-
ten by Louisa May Alcott 
in 1868. The story centered 
around four sisters: Meg, Jo, 
Beth and Amy, and chroni-

NCPA discusses sad state
of cyber security in U.S.

Water conservation, winterizing tips 
may lead to more luscious lawns

ing ground on the facility. 
This is how far we are behind 
in our military.”

The panel, hosted on 
Wednesday evening, Nov. 30, 
at the University of Dallas in 
Irving, addressed a number 
of issues ranging from the 
complexities of defending cy-
ber infrastructure as it affects 
businesses and individuals, to 
the future of cyber security in 
the military.

A significant number of lo-
cal and state leaders were in 
attendance including Texas 
Senator Bob Hall (District 
2), House Representative 
Tan Parker (District 63), Tar-
rant County Sheriff-elect Bill 
Waybourn, and Collin Coun-
ty Sheriff-elect Jim Skinner 
among others. Senator Hall 
is a champion of protecting 
the electric grid in the state 
of Texas, the only state with a 
self-contained grid.

Dr. David Grantham, 
NCPA National Security and 
Counterterrorism Expert 
and one of three panelists to 

speak at the event, discussed 
a significant new transition 
we are seeing in cyber attacks.

“Cyber capabilities over the 
last five to ten years have ma-

technology at their finger-
tips, Allen and his team can 
pinpoint the exact location 
of a leak by using correlation 
equipment and measuring 
how much of the pipe is in-
volved and what kind of ma-
terial it is made from.

“It saves us a lot of time 
and effort,” Allen said.

At a Winter Water Conser-
vation and Winterizing event 
hosted by the Water Utilities 
department on Saturday, 
Dec. 3, Allen led a workshop 
on the basic principles of 

what his department handles 
throughout the city as well as 
tips on winterizing irrigation 
systems and indoor pipes in 
preparation for the coming 
cold weather.

Young musicians 
win competition

The Lone Star Youth Or-
chestra (LSYO) is proud to 
announce the winners of the 
2016 LSYO Concerto Compe-
tition: Esther Ko, violin, and 
Victoria Hwang, violin. 

The LSYO Concerto Com-
petition is an annual internal 
competition during which or-
chestra members compete to 
perform a movement of their 
desired concerto with the 
Lone Star Youth Orchestra 
as a part of the LSYO’s 2016-
2017 Season. Miss Hwang, 
a freshman at Coppell High 
School, will be performing 
the Mozart Violin Concerto 
No. 3 in G Major: 1. Allegro 
at the Feb. 22 concert. Miss 
Ko, a junior at Coppell High 
School, will be performing 
the Haydn Violin Concerto 
No. 2 in G Major: 1. Allegro 
moderato as a part of the May 
17 concert. In addition to the 
opportunity to perform their 
concerto, each of the winners 
also receives a Las Colinas 
Symphony Orchestra Board 
of Directors Scholarship. 

Based in Irving, TX, the 

Lone Star Youth Orchestra 
is the only tuition-free youth 
orchestra in the Dallas-Fort 
Worth area. The LSYO con-
sists of middle school and 
high school students from 
over 14 Metroplex school 
districts. These talented 
youths are given the oppor-
tunity to supplement and 
enhance their music educa-
tion by learning symphonic 
literature through high-qual-
ity orchestral and ensemble 
training with the very best 
in the field. The organization 
passionately stands by our 
belief that quality music edu-
cation should be available to 
students of all socioeconomic 
levels.

The youth orchestra expe-
rience is one of the most piv-
otal pre-college experiences 
for talented high school in-
strumentalists. Membership 
in the Lone Star Youth Or-
chestra is open to all middle 
and high school string, wood-
wind, brass, and percussion 
players

SOURCE Lone Star Youth 
Orchestra 

Ready to trim the tree, Isadelle Lopez (9) shows off the ornament she made during the “A Little Women 
Christmas,” held in the South Irving Public Library. / Photo by John Starkey
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Irving High School Presents
White Christmas
December 8-10, 7 p.m.
The Irving High School Fine Arts Department 
presents White Christmas in the Irving 
High School Auditorium. Tickets, which are 
$10 for adults and $7 for students and se-
niors, can be purchased at the door.

Deck the Halls! Annual Open House 
December 9, 5:30 pm
Irving Arts Center sparkles with the magical 
sights and sounds of Christmas in Decem-
ber. The annual Holiday Open House gives 
visitors a chance to meet Santa Claus for a 
photo op and wander through a wonderland 
of decorated trees, with art work by Irving ISD 
elementary students. Enjoy performances, 
magicians, holiday-themed art projects 
and refreshments. The evening ends with 
a special free performance, “Recycled Per-
cussion,” presented by Irving Arts Center.
*Please note – tickets for Recycled Percus-
sion are available while supplies last and may 
be picked up at the Carpenter Box Office 
on 12/9 beginning at 5:30 p.m. Advanced 
tickets/reservations are not available. Doors 
will open at 6:45 and seating is first come, 
first served.

Whirled Tour:
Dance Around the World 
December 10, 3 PM - 5 PM 
Get out your dancing shoes (or sneakers) 
and join us for a year-long tour of world cul-
tures through dance@ South Irving Library 
Meeting Room #1. We’re starting the journey 
right here in the U.S. with American contra 
dance. Contra is a folk dance made up of two 
lines of dancers who progress up and down 
the lines through the course of the dance. A 
caller teaches the sequence of figures in the 
dance before the music starts. Come join the 
fun as our guest caller, Linda Mrosko, intro-
duces us to the steps. No partner or previous 
dance experience required. Ages 12 and up.

“Let There Be Christmas” Cantata 
December 11, 10:30 a.m.
First United Methodist Church of Irving will 
present Joseph M. Martin’s cantata, Let 
There Be Christmas at 10:30 a.m. Sun. 

Dec. 11. Under the direction of Leanne 
Seabright, the full choir will be accompa-
nied with a consort of brass, drums and 
woodwinds.
Throughout the season of Advent, worship 
services will be held at 8:30 a.m and 10:30 
a.m. with a special 6:30 p.m. worship service 
on Sun. Dec. 11. Christmas Eve services will 
be held at 7 and 11 p.m. Sat. Dec. 24.  One 
service will be held at 10:30 a.m. Christmas 
Day, Sun. Dec. 25.

First Family Christmas
December 11, 6 p.m.
First Family Christmas at First Baptist Irving 
(403 S. Main Street) on Sunday. This is a free 
event and provides an enjoyable evening for 
the whole family as children come together 
to create a night filled with old and new 
Christmas traditions, carols, and the telling 
of the Christmas story.
 
Nimitz High School Presents
“The Addams Family” 
December 15-17, 7 p.m.
The Nimitz High School Fine Arts Department 
presents “The Addams Family – A New 
Musical” in the Nimitz High School Audito-
rium. Tickets are $10 for adults and $7 for 
students and seniors and can be purchased 
at the door.

Home for the Holidays
Adopt-a-thon
December 17, 10 AM - 5 PM 
Come to the Irving Animal Care Campus 
and adopt a pet for only $15. Help homeless 
shelter pets find a Home for the Holidays! 
Animals being adopted will be:
Up-to-date on vaccinations, including rabies 
if the animal is more than four months of age.
Spayed or neutered.
Given a general dewormer and treated for 
fleas and ticks.
Microchipped and registered with 24Pet-
Watch.
Heartworm tested (dogs over 6 months of 
age).
FeLV / FIV tested (cats over 6 months of 
age).
Given 30 days of 24PetWatch pet insur-
ance (with a valid email address).
Given a sample bag of Science Diet food.

A Very Merry Star Wars Christmas
December 17, 2:30 PM - 5:30 PM 
Join us for a Star Wars holiday extravaganza! 
Make lightsabers and ornaments while you 
enjoy a special screening of “The Force 
Awakens.” Open to all ages@ South Irving 
Library Meeting Room #1.

Christmas with the King
December 17, 7 p.m.
Come celebrate Christmas with the King 
at Heritage Senior Center. Top Elvis Tribute 
Artists Ryan Pelton and David Allen are 
teaming up to bring you, the audience, a 
rockin’ Christmas. 
Ryan Pelton, top three Elvis Tribute Artist 
in the world, is a phenomenon in the Elvis 
industry. In 2015 alone he was named Elvis 
Tribute Artist of the Year, received the indus-
try achievement award and placed top three 
in world at the Ultimate Elvis Tribute Artist 
contest sanctioned by Elvis Presley Enter-
prises in Memphis, TN. 
David Allen, top ten Elvis Tribute Artist in the 
world, is a Dallas native that has been per-
forming his tribute to the King of Rock ‘n’ Roll 
for over 15 years. In 2012 David starred as 
Elvis in the hit production Legends in Concert 
for eight months in Myrtle Beach, SC. 
These two amazing artists will be performing 
together for one night only. You are not going 
to want to miss out on the opportunity to see 
these two guys. You can purchase tickets 
at https://da-entertainment.ticketleap.com/. 

Light Up the Holidays
at Centennial Park
December 3-26
Each year, a crew of about 25 Parks and 
Recreation employees descend on Irving’s 
Centennial Park, 444 W. Second St., to give 
it a holiday facelift. In December, this special 
group of dedicated workers carefully wrap the 
trees and set up decorative lighted displays 
of trains, wreaths and other seasonal scenes 
to create a winter wonderland that delights 
the young and the young-at-heart.
This year’s display will be open to the public 
from dusk to 10 p.m. weather permitting. The 
light display is free and affords a leisurely 
stroll through one of the jewels of Irving’s 
Heritage District, Centennial Park.

Parade spirits not dampened by weather
By Jess Paniszczyn

The threat of inclement weather 
caused the cancelation of Irving’s 
Holiday Extravaganza activities. 

One of the most social days of the 
community calendar, the holiday 
festivities planned for Saturday, 
Dec. 3 included the Blue Christmas 
Chili Cook-off, which would have 
benefited Blue Christmas, a partner-
ship between the Irving Police and 
Fire departments that provides gifts 
and meals to needy Irving residents 
at Christmas. The day would have 
also included the annual holiday 
parade celebrating this year with a 
“Christmas Tales and Toys” theme. 
More than 65 floats, bands, deco-
rated vehicles and walking groups 
from community organizations had 
been scheduled to participate in the 
parade. Finally, the day would have 

ended with a Holiday Open House 
at City Hall with a number of activ-
ities including a live performance 
of A Christmas Tale, performances 
by local dance groups and Le The-

atre de Marionette, a petting zoo, 
craft stations and a Christmas cake 
walk. The lighting of the Christmas 

The parade that did not happen
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By Vaughn-zel Lloyd 
The city of Irving put some extra 

jingle in the Christmas season with 
a favorite local event, Holiday Mu-
sicfest presented on Dec. 2. This 
festive event is one of many taking 
place during the month of December 
at the Heritage Senior Center. 

“This kind of activity and place 
to come and see other people is vi-
tal,” Recreation Specialist Patricia 
Davenport said. “Human beings in 
general are social and need that to 
stay healthy. It’s important for a lot 

of these folks or else they would be 
really isolated if they didn’t have a 
place to come.”

The music festival began early Fri-
day morning with performances by 
the Heritage Tappers and the Her-
itage Steppers before ending with 
a performance by students from JJ 
Pierce Elementary school in Irving. 
The event was open to everyone, but 
the majority of people in attendance 
were senior citizens.

“We picked the first Friday of De-
cember as a good date to start off the 

holiday season in the city of Irving 
with something like this, and it just 
gets bigger with our events from 
year to year,” Davenport said. “All 
of our Christmas parties come after 
this, and we do a lot of separate par-
ties for different classes, and culmi-
nating in Christmas day.”

Davenport stressed the impor-
tance of having events like this for 
the elderly citizens.

“A lot of our folks, they either go 
to retirement centers and live there, 
or they come from nursing homes 
to come visit,” she said. “For some 
folks, their families are away in 
other parts of the country. It may 
be that the holiday fun they get is 
with us, so we want to make sure 
they have a good time and get a little 
Christmas.”

Ms. Mature Irving, Marilyn Wol-
ford, gave the annual Christmas 
greeting and said that although the 
kids from JJ Pierce Elementary 
were wonderful, she thought that 
the camaraderie built from the event 
was something special. 

“What stood out the most to me 
was that before the children came 
on, was the camaraderie of every-
body singing and joining in ‘Jingle 
Bells’,” Wolford said. “That was fun, 
but then the children came and the 
Heritage Toppers were wonderful. 
So all in all maybe the children [were 
the best] because they were joyful.” 

Wolford added that although it 
just turned December, she thinks 
that it is never too early to get into 
the Christmas spirit.

“For us Christmas starts Nov. 1 
and it goes all the way till Jan. 1,” 
she said. “Thanksgiving is a part 
of Christmas and even Halloween 
is the pre-Christmas, so the whole 
season is great. You do want to start 
early, because the week of Christ-
mas you have a lot of people who are 
leaving and going somewhere else 
and a lot of folks coming in to cel-
ebrate Christmas. This first week is 
the perfect time when we’re just get-
ting ready; it makes you want to get 
in the mood to buy stuff and give.” 

Holiday Musicfest makes folks merry

Irving ISD district teachers of the 
year will be driving in style thanks 
to the generosity of Don Herring 
Mitsubishi. The local car dealership 
gifted the Elementary Teacher of the 
Year Angela Snyder and Secondary 
Teacher of the Year Dennis Ramos 
a Mitsubishi loaner car as a token of 
appreciation for their service. The 
teachers received the keys to the ve-
hicles during a special presentation 
held at the dealership.

SOURCE Irving ISD

Special cars for special teachers

Two Johnson Middle School cheerleaders will have a Christ-
mas break to remember. Seventh grader Hailey Bourquin and 
eighth grader Bobbiae Spirling will travel to Orlando, Fla., to 
perform in the Buffalo Wild Wings Citrus Bowl game on Sat-
urday, Dec.31. They will be accompanied by Johnson Middle 
School cheer sponsor Davida Barrett.

The individuals invited to perform in the pre-game perfor-
mance are trophy winners from Universal Cheerleaders Asso-
ciation (UCA) summer camp. Hailey and Bobbiae will travel to 
Orlando for a week of rehearsals dedicated to preparing them 
for their Citrus Bowl pre-game performance. The dancers and 
cheerleaders will perform in front of thousands of fans at this 
popular college football game, televised on ABC. Kickoff is slat-
ed for 10 a.m. Central Standard Time.

SOURCE Irving ISD

Cheerleaders to perform at Citrus Bowl

Families have a fighting chance against obesity thanks to funds raised by Irving 
Healthcare Foundation and granted to Family Fitness Boot Camps at the Irving 
Family YMCA. Pictured left to right are  Laura Manning (IHF); John Munoz (YMCA); 
Lynn Diaz (YMCA); John Drake (IHF). / Courtesy Photo

Fighting obesity through boot camps
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MOVIE REVIEWS

Rambler Newspapers is currently seeking outgoing individuals who enjoy working 
closely with community business leaders.

Requirements: Personal Transportation & Valid Driver’s License and Insurance
Preferred Skills Include: prior Sales Experience (not retail) & Basic Computer 

Skills and willingness to establish and maintain profitable relationships with customers. 
For more information call 972-870-1992.

Outside Sales Representatives Wanted

CLASSIFIEDS
RENTALS

LEGALS

EVENT HALL RENTALS
IRVING ELKS LODGE #2334

2015 N. BRITAIN RD., IRVING, TX 75061
PLEASE CALL (972) 579-0005
FOR MORE INFORMATION.

SEATING FOR UP TO 230 PEOPLE, FULL SERVICE BAR.

CYBER
Continued from Page 1

EMPLOYMENT

Celanese Corporation (Irving, TX) is seeking a Global Supply Planner to be responsible 
for: (i) creating balanced monthly global supply plans (24 rolling month period) to 
achieve key business objectives, targeted customer service levels, & minimized 
manufacturing costs (plans incl rough-cut capacity analysis, supply-demand-inventory 
balance, & review of key raw material req’s, inventory value summary, scenario 
analysis, & tracking of key performance metrics; (ii) collaboration w/ key stakeholders 
(P&L, Manufacturing, Commercial, Scheduling, & Customer Service) to ensure 
successful implmntn of supply plan; (iii) reviewing/forecasting raw material req’s to meet 
supply plan & working closely w/ Scheduling & Procurement to ensure raw material 
availability; (iv) providing guidance to the scheduling team to ensure that Master 
Production Schedule & detailed production plans are aligned w/ monthly supply plan, 
& managing w/ metrics;  (v) reviewing/adjusting finished goods stocking strategies  
& planning lead times to ensure alignment w/ business need; & (vi) utilizing LEAN/
six sigma tools to drive continuous improvement of planning & execution processes. 
Must hold a Master’s of Bus Admin (MBA), Supply Chain Management or rel’d dgr. 
Must’ve 2 yrs of previous employment exp in supply chain planning or scheduling in 
the manufacturing environment. Must know (through academic training or work exp) 
ERP sftwr & reporting tools, such as SAP R3 & Business Warehouse (BI). Must hold 
APICS Certification. All applications & resumes must be submitted online at www.
celanese.com/careers. 

City of Irving, Texas
REQUEST FOR PUBLIC COMMENT

Regarding
FY 2015 – 2016 Consolidated Annual Performance & Evaluation Report

(CAPER)
For the Use of Federal Funds Under

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
Home Investment Partnerships (HOME)

Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG)

A draft FY 2015 – 2016 Consolidated Annual Performance and Evaluation Report (CAPER) will 
be made available to the public for review beginning Saturday, December 10, 2016 at the City 
of Irving Planning and Community Development Department, 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas 
75060.  Copies of the report will also be distributed for public review at the Irving South Library, 
601 Schulze Dr., Irving, Texas.  The draft report may also be accessed through the Housing and 
Human Services Department’s website at: http://www.cityofirving.org/housing-human-services  

A CAPER is required for federal housing and community development programs. Irving’s CAPER 
reports on the following federal block grant programs: Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG); Home 
Investment Partnerships Program (HOME); and the Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG). The CAPER outlines progress made in achieving goals established in the FY 2014 – 
2019 Consolidated Plan and the FY 2015 – 2016 Action Plan.  The draft document includes the 
following: 1) information regarding amounts of funds invested in particular projects and activities; 
2) descriptions of households assisted through investment of these funds; and other information 
relevant to the status of grant-funded projects administered by the City of Irving which affect local 
housing and community development needs.

The public is invited to comment on this report.  All public comments regarding the city’s 
performance under these federal programs can be made in writing to the Planning and Community 
Development Department, 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas 75060 or by calling 972-721-4800 or 
E-mail to vebner@cityofirving.org.  Public comments must be received by Tuesday, December 
27, 2016 by the close of business at 5:00pm.  The final FY 2015 – 2016 Consolidated Annual 
Performance and Evaluation Report document including all public comments will be submitted to 
HUD on or around December 28, 2016.

The City of Irving Capital Improvement Program Department, hereby gives notice of the City’s 
intent to revise the flood hazard information, generally located west of Etain Road and south of 
Catalina Way.  Specifically, the flood hazard information shall be revised along the left overbank 
of Bear Creek within the Running Bear Park levee sump (detention pond) area located west of 
Etain Road and south of Catalina Way.  

As a result of the revision, the 1% annual chance water-surface elevations shall be established 
within the sump area, and the 1% annual chance floodplain shall narrow within the area of revision.
Maps and detailed analysis of the revision can be reviewed at City Hall at 825 W. Irving Blvd.  
Interested persons may call Garry Fennell at 972.721.3721 for additional information from 
December 12, 2016 to January 31, 2017. 

(972) 870-1992 
laurier@ramblernewspapers.netOBITUARIES

DEATH NOTICES

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

Boniface Kabamba - Mar. 14, 1944 - Nov. 12, 2016

that comes across their desks.
“The [federal agencies] have set 

arbitrary limits, dollar limits, that 
say if your loss is under this amount, 
then I’m sorry you’re on your own,” 
Nielsen said. “Unless that particular 
loss is part of a pattern that we see, 
and we can aggregate that pattern 
into something that rises to the oc-
casion of a response.”

One solution is developing a new 
form of internet altogether, one that 
has security at its heart. The U.S. and 
some of its world partners are work-
ing on the Internet2 with an aim to 
create constraints such as firewalls 
while still maintaining the open-
ness and connectivity of the original 
structure. According to Nielsen, the 
current Internet was designed for 
information sharing on an academic 
level and had no constraints built in.

“What we’re looking at in Inter-
net2, is how do we put constraints 
that still maintain the connectivity, 
a degree of openness, but have some 
firewalls in it,” Nielsen said. “If we 
have to, we can stop traffic from cer-
tain locations or stop certain types 
of traffic or at least be able to identi-
fy where traffic is coming from.”

The issue, the panelists agree, 
comes down to dedicating more ef-
fort toward understanding and fur-
thering cyber policy as well as beef-
ing up human intelligence.

“The Chinese have dedicated 
hundreds of thousands of people 
to do cyber warfare and hack into 
our systems,” Lt. Col. (Ret.) West 
said. “Guess how big the United 
States cyber command is? Less than 
20,000.”

Lt. Col. (Ret.) West served in Op-
eration Desert Storm, Operation 
Iraqi Freedom, and Afghanistan. He 
earned a number of commendations 
including a Bronze Star. After the 
military, West served as the Florida 
representative in the US House of 
Representatives. At the NCPA, he 
focuses on national and economic 
security.

“As a matter of fact, the big fight 
right now in the National Defense 
Authorization Act is, do we allow the 
United States Cyber Command to 
be its own unified combatant com-
mand?,” West said. “Much the same 
as you have the Central command, 
the Pacific command, the Africa 
command, the European command.

“Other countries are investing 
heavily in this. Russia, China, Iran, 
non-state belligerents. We’re sit-
ting around playing bureaucratic 
games.”

The panel was moderated by Jim 
Amos, President and CEO of the 
NCPA. The NCPA, a nonprofit pub-
lic policy research organization, is 
headquartered in Dallas.

By Matt Mungle
Synopsis: In the world of po-

litical power-brokers, Sloane 
takes on the most powerful op-
ponent of her career and will 
do whatever is required to win. 
Review: Jessica Chastain delivers 
a powerhouse performance in the 
new political thriller, Miss Sloane. 
Precise writing and pinpoint direct-
ing make this a must see for those 
who like twists and turns against 
the backdrop of big government.  
Liz Sloane (Chastain) is one of the 
most feared lobbyists in Washing-
ton. She cares very little for rules 
and even less for people. Her goal 
is to win. Many think it shocking 
that she would take on one of the 
biggest, unbeatable entities on 
Capital Hill. It is a no win scenario. 
But she has a plan. The journey her 
character takes will keep you guess-
ing until the very end. You won’t 
like her but dang you can’t deny 
her perseverance and dedication.  

There are many layers to this film 
and the way they peel away is akin 
to a seductive striptease. You are 
riveted to each unveiling. It is easy 
to hate corrupt politics and de-
pending on which side of the de-
bate you are on there is much to 
fire you up there too. The mind can 
barely conceive let alone believe 
the amount of corruption behind 
the decisions made for the better-
ment of America. The script does 
a nice job of whispering things in 
our ear that fuel, that exasperation.  
Those deplorable ethics are the 
backdrop for the characters and 
the two entities battling it out for 
votes. One side needs a bill passed 
and the other wants it stopped. A 
simple scenario that ignites this 
sizzling film. Each team uses ev-
erything at their disposal to win, 
and it is exhilarating and exciting to 
watch the pieces fall into place and 
at times go crashing to the floor.  
Chastain is joined by an expert 

Miss Sloane sashays through 
politics with style

supporting cast who deliver strong 
and grounded characters. Gugu 
Mbatha-Raw, Sam Waterston, John 
Lithgow, and Mark Strong are only 
a handful of the ensemble that bring 
this story to life. Each character has 
an agenda and a compass that guide 
them in their careers. But everything 
is brought into question thanks to 
Liz Sloane. At times, they can’t tell 
right from left or top from bottom. 
She keeps them all on their toes and 
guessing. It is hard as a viewer not to 
get wrapped up in this web as well.  
Senate hearings, dark alley dealings, 
and money raising gala; we get a 
view into it all with Miss Sloane. It 
is rated R for language and some 
sexuality. An adult film in tone and 
themes there is nothing offensive 
about the content. Fans of top notch 
legal and political dramas will love 
it. 

I give it 3.75 out of 5 greasy palms. 
A great script and high caliber per-
formances make it stand tall. 

LIBRARY
Continued from Page 1

cled their respective journeys from 
adolescence into adulthood in the 
years during and following the 
American Civil War. The first vol-
ume of the book was a huge success, 
selling over 2,000 copies in its first 
run and prompting Alcott to write 
the second volume, usually titled 
“Good Wives,” in just 3 months. 
Since the book’s first publication, 
“Little Women” has been repub-
lished worldwide and adapted into 
a total of six movies, four TV series, 
a musical and a Broadway produc-
tion.

South Irving Library manager 
Amanda Hipp said that ever since 
the “Lit’s Alive” program started, 
they have had an event celebrating 
the Christmas season. Last year, the 
library hosted a Pride and Preju-
dice-themed “Christmas at Pember-
ley,” celebration and next year they 
plan on having an event based on 
the works of Charles Dickens.

“Every Christmas, we annually 
have a “Lit’s Alive” to sort of revis-
it some of our classic literature and 
bring it to life for a newer gener-
ation,” Hipp said. She added that 
“Little Women” was a popular 

choice among the staff for this year’s 
Christmas event.

Many of the attendees were fam-
ilies with little women, and men, of 
their own. Teresa Walz is a stay-at-
home mom in Irving. Walz said her 
four daughters became interested in 
the book, and she was glad to be able 
to share her childhood experience 

with the book with her daughters.  
“I loved reading it as a little girl, and 
my daughters have loved reading it,” 
Walz said. “It’s a delightful classic of 
family life.”

The next Lit’s Alive event will be 
“Star Crossed Valentines,” a Romeo 
and Juliet themed program to be 
held on Feb. 4. 

tured quickly and significantly, to 
the point that there are now cyber 
technologies, viruses, malware that 
can physically destroy, physical-
ly corrupt equipment,” Grantham 
said. 

Dr. Christian Nielsen, Affiliate 
Assistant Professor in Cybersecuri-
ty and Information and Technology 
Management at the University of 
Dallas, highlighted volume as the 
main issue on the business and local 
levels. With the number of attacks 
that come in under the radar, the 
three-letter agencies do not have the 
manpower to deal with everything 

Families create crafts while watching the 1994 movie “Little Women” staring Wynonna 
Ryder and Christian Bale. / Photo by John Starkey
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PARADE
Continued from Page 2

Sunshine
Hi there. My name is Sunshine, and I'm about 3 and ½ years old. 

I was found lying on the side of the road with a broken leg, and was 
carried by a kind soul to the shelter. The DFW Humane Society found 
a local vet to repair my leg, and I'm ready to start the next chapter of 
my life. I love to hangout and chill, or go for walks. I am unsure of other 
dogs, so being the only fur baby would be best. So if you have room in 

Malia
Malia is a pretty fitting name for me. It 

means "calm and gentle waters." Now, as a 
cat, I'm not too fond of water, but I am calm 
and gentle. I'm a watchful, easy-going buff, 
red tabby. I love to roll over and relax when 
you scratch me. I'm just a year old but I am 
wise beyond my years.

your home and heart for a sweet girl that is ready for a 
loving forever home, come on by.

tree and a 10-minute firework show 
would have concluded the evening’s 
festivities.

Texas weather remains as unpre-
dictable as ever, and the heavy rains 
predicted for the day did not appear 
in Irving, though South Texas was 
hard hit by storms. 

Already, about 8.8 million Amer-
icans, and 913,177 Texans, who buy 
health insurance through Health-
Care.gov receive tax credits that help 
make coverage more affordable. But 
about 12 million more Americans, 
including 1,919,600 Texans, may 
also be eligible for help during this 
Open Enrollment, but not know it. 
This group includes: 

Current HealthCare.gov consum-
ers: 38,600 Texas consumers who 
didn’t get tax credits last year could 
be eligible for tax credits in 2017, 
even if their income remains the 
same, because financial assistance 
moves along with rates. That’s 20 
percent of currently unsubsidized 
Texas Marketplace consumers.

Off-Marketplace individual con-
sumers: About 252,000 Texans who 
currently pay full price for individ-
ual coverage off-Marketplace could 
be eligible for tax credits if they pur-
chase a 2017 plan through Health-
Care.gov instead.

The remaining uninsured: About 
1,629,000 uninsured Texans earn 
incomes indicating they, too, could 
be eligible for financial assistance. 
Nationwide, 84 percent of Market-
place-eligible uninsured Americans 
have incomes suggesting they are 
tax credit eligible. 

In Texas, 220,379 people have al-
ready signed up for coverage in the 
first month of Open Enrollment. But 
many more Texans might benefit 
from visiting HealthCare.gov before 
the Dec. 15 deadline for Jan. 1 cov-
erage and checking out their options 
for affordable, quality health insur-
ance. 

Affordable by design. The Mar-
ketplace’s tax credits are designed to 
keep pace with premium increases. 
This means that for many consum-
ers already receiving tax credits, the 
value of that financial assistance will 
increase this year to keep pace with 
the cost of coverage in their area. It 
also means that more individuals 
may qualify for tax credits as pre-
miums rise. For people eligible for 
financial assistance, the ACA speci-
fies the share of income the consum-
er is expected to contribute toward 
health coverage. The tax credits 
make up the difference between that 
amount and the actual cost of a con-
sumer’s benchmark (second-low-
est-cost silver) plan. 

For example, in 2017, a 27-year 
old in Texas making $25,000 per 
year will pay $142 per month to pur-
chase the benchmark plan, almost 
exactly the same as in 2016. That’s 

because the 27-year old will, on av-
erage, get a $119 tax credit – 53 per-
cent higher than in 2016. 

Check out your options. The 
Marketplace is open for business, 
and HHS is encouraging anyone 
who might need coverage next year 
to visit HealthCare.gov and check 
out their options before the Dec. 
15 deadline for coverage that starts 
Jan. 1. Millions of Americans could 
be surprised to find out they’re eligi-
ble for financial assistance this year, 
even if they weren’t last year, giving 
them affordable, quality options to 
choose from. Visit HealthCare.gov 
to browse and shop for quality, af-
fordable health plans. More than 
73 percent of current Texas Market-
place consumers will find plans for 
less than $75 per month, and the 
vast majority can save by coming 
back to actively shop instead of wait-
ing to be re-enrolled in their current 
plan.  

SOURCE U.S. Department of Health & Hu-
man Services

Texans to gain financial 
help with health coverage

In an effort to allow some of those 
who spent time building floats and 
organizing their marching groups 
for the parade to share their accom-
plishments with the community, 
Rambler photographer John Star-
key took some photos of the ‘Parade 
that Never Was’ for this week’s pa-
per.

Students in Zuky Ayala’s first-grade class at Johnston Elementary School show their excitement for reading The 
BFG as part of the Irving Reads campaign.

In an effort to create a culture of literacy in the school community, Irving ISD has once again provided all students 
in kindergarten through fifth grade a book to read with their families. Students received a copy of The BFG (The 
Big Friendly Giant) by Roald Dahl. 

Families are encouraged to read the book at home following a three-week reading schedule. In school, there are 
events that reinforce the reading and get everyone at school excited about the book including trivia and announce-
ments by the counselors. 

SOURCE Irving ISD

Irving Reads The BFG: A 
shared reading experience

Undeterred by the weather, local business and civic groups share their parade spirit with the community through photos. / Photo by John 
Starkey
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their infor-
mation on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving 
Rambler will have accurate information. Listings are 
limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location 
and time. If an organization wishes to have more in-
formation than the free listing offers, we will continue 
to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Buttons & Bows Square 

& Round Dance Club 
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
DFW Scroller Saw Club

Last Saturday of each month
9:30 AM to 11:30 AM

Georgia Farrow Rec Center 530 Davis St.
www.dfwscrollers.net / 214-995-9270

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thursday of the month 

7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain

www.irvingarc.org
Irving AMBUCS

Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.
at Spring Creek BBQ

 Irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Second Tuesday each month @ 7:30 P.M.

132 E. Second St. Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm 
IHOP on Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Chateau on Wildbriar Lake

1515 Hard Rock Road
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS

* It was beloved American humorist and 
social commentator Will Rogers who made 
the following sage observation: “Too many 
people spend money they haven’t earned, 
to buy things they don’t want, to impress 
people they don’t like.” 

* Famed Thoroughbred racehorse Man o’ 
War was as successful off the track as he 
was on it. After his famed career, he retired 
to stud, producing more than 64 stakes 
winners. Man o’ War sired 1937 Triple 
Crown winner War Admiral, and he was 
grandsire of Seabiscuit, who was Horse of 
the Year in 1938. In 1966, 37 percent of all 
stakes winners were descended from Man 
o’ War, and he appears at least 17 times 
in the bloodline of American Pharoah, the 

2015 Triple Crown winner.

* Those who study such things say that hyenas are more 
closely related to cats than to dogs. 

* Those who study spycraft are aware of the many ingenious 
ways that have been used to pass secret messages. One of 
the earliest examples occurred in the late 6th century BCE, 
when Histiaeus, the tyrant of Miletus (in present-day Turkey), 
shaved the head of his most trusted slave, tattooed a message 
on the slave’s scalp, and waited for the hair to grow back before 
dispatching the slave to his son-in-law, Aristagoras, along with 
instructions to shave the slave’s head upon his arrival. 

* Police in Saudi Arabia have been instructed to arrest young 
men wearing tight jeans; the garments are considered to be 
immodest and un-Islamic. 

* The Gottfried Krueger Brewing Company, founded in 1858 
and based in Newark, New Jersey, has the distinction of 
producing the first beer in cans, back in January 1935.

1. MOVIES: What was Grace Kelly’s 
character’s name in the movie “High 
Noon”?
2. PSYCHOLOGY: What fear is 
represented in the phobia called 
“cryophobia”?
3. LITERATURE: What was the name of 

the island inhabited by tiny people in “Gulliver’s Travels”?
4. U.S. CITIES: What city bills itself as “The Sweetest Place on Earth”?
5. GEOGRAPHY: Where is the Gulf of Riga located?
6. HISTORY: How many human beings have walked on the moon?
7. ART: Which post-impressionist painter created the series titled 
“Sunflowers”?
8. LANGUAGE: What product was slangily known as a “Tin Lizzie” in 
the early 20th century?
9. ASTRONOMY: What is the largest planet in our solar system?
10. MUSIC: Which 1960s rock group recorded the hit song “A Whiter 
Shade of Pale”?

Answers
1. Amy Fowler Kane
2. Fear of extreme cold, ice or frost
3. Lilliput (the Lilliputians)
4. Hershey, Pennsylvania, home of the 
Hershey chocolate company
5. Northern Europe
6. 12
7. Vincent van Gogh
8. Model T Ford
9. Jupiter
10. Procol Harum
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Cycle Soak
One trick Allen advises to 

strengthen your yard before the cold 
weather strikes is an irrigation pro-
cess called the cycle soak, a method 
that applies water slowly so the soil 
has time to absorb all of it. The pro-
cess minimizes water run-off onto 
the streets and sidewalks. 

“To get half an inch, I need 18 
minutes of water,” Allen said. “What 
I’ll do is I’ll irrigate for six minutes 
and then it’ll cycle through and then 
later on [the water] will come back 
on, and it will do the same thing. 
I’ll do that in increments of three to 
get 18 minutes of water. When you 
do that you end up with a deep root 
system instead of a shallow root sys-
tem.”

Fertilizing
Earth-Kind Landscaping, an En-

vironmental Stewardship Program 
and TexasA&M AgriLife Extension, 
advises that the feeding root system 
of a tree or shrub is located within 
the top 12 inches of the soil. Fertiliz-
er should be applied just inside and 
a little beyond this dripline. Home-
owners should be careful not to fer-
tilize too often and do not need to 
fertilize during the winter.

“You only need to fert twice a 
year,” Allen said. “Fert just enough 
to give you a benefit. People often 
over fertilize, and when it rains, 
where does that fertilizer go? Into 
the street, into our creeks.” 

Watermyyard.org
If a homeowner is still unsure 

whether they should water their 
lawn, Allen’s department has 
teamed up with Texas A&M AgriLife 
for a program called Watermyyard.
org. Subscribers to the site input the 
precipitation rates of their sprinkler 
heads or choose a default tab, and 
every Monday morning they receive 
an email telling them whether to 
water their lawns.

“A lot of people will think that it’s 
necessary to irrigate for the winter 
months and in the spring,” Allen 
said. “They think it’s necessary in 
some cases to irrigate twice a week 
in the summer, which is certainly 

not the case. When we go out and 
we try to teach people, we get them 
to understand that even in the hot-
test part of the summer you need no 
more than 1 inch of precipitation for 
your turf grass in the summertime.”

Water Audit and Bill Adjust-
ments

The department also directly 
aids homeowners with specific ini-
tiatives, one of which is free water 
audit and bill adjustments that in-
dividuals can sign up online through 
the city’s website (www.cityofirving.
org). Through the service, Allen and 
his team go directly to a site and 
teach homeowners how to read their 
meters as well as help them identify 
signs of a leak. 

“If you do have a private leak and 
we identify that may be the cause 
of your high bill, we’ll give you in-
structions on how to request a bill 
adjustment,” Allen said. “So you 
fix your leak, you save your receipt, 
and then over a period of time we’ll 
adjust your bill. A lot of cities don’t 
offer bill adjustments like the city of 
Irving does.”

Water Conservation and 
Landscaping Classes

The City of Irving also holds class-
es on how to properly test if you 
have watered your soil correctly 
involving a moisture sensor, which 
needs to be inserted at least six inch-
es into the soil to measure the water 
absorbed through the root system.

“A lot of times you’re kind of sur-
prised that the top of the soil after 
say, a day, is going to be dry, but 
down below it’s going to be wet, 
especially if you utilize that cycle 
soak,” Allen said.

Allen teaches two to three cours-
es a month ranging from basic wa-
ter distribution, calculations, water 
utilities management for a number 
of different types of licenses. His 
courses are designed for employees.

“Why do we do it? It’s to provide a 
continued supply of water that’s safe 
to drink because water is life,” Allen 
said. “Next to air, water is the most 
important element.”

WATER
Continued from Page 1

By Jess Paniszczyn
Like love and songs, the world can 

never have enough pizza. In an ef-
fort to bring a greater variety of high 
quality pizza to Irving, six friends, 
Sapna Lall, Gaurav Lall, Nimesh 
Mangrola, Suma Mangrola, Pank-
ti Patel, and Vipul Patel, recently 
opened a Persona Wood Fired Piz-
zeria at 8704 Cypress Waters Blvd., 
Irving, TX 75063.

The pizzeria allows patrons to 
choose their own toppings for pizzas 
made with ‘00’ flour imported from 
Naples, Italy. The pizzas are then 
fired in a wood burning oven for just 
90 seconds.

The franchise was co-founded 
by World Pizza Champion Glenn 
Cybulski who has won 112 culinary 
awards for his pizza creations. He 
maintains that part of the business-
es success is the amount of effort 
that goes into making the sauces 
and salad dressings.

“All of our salad dressings and a 
lot of our pizza sauces, except for our 
Italian tomatoes and our marinara, 
are made in-house, fresh and from 
scratch,” Cybulski said. “Our ranch 
dressing is made with real dill. It’s 
not Hidden Valley, but it tastes so 
much better that people go, ‘wow.’

“The restaurant business is tough. 

We have to have an edge. Every-
one else is buying their blue cheese 
dressing. You go to a restaurant 
here, you go to restaurant there. It 
all tastes the same. We make our 
blue cheese dressing with real blue 
cheese. It is that kind of attention to 
detail that sets us apart. It matters. 

“It is a little bit more expensive, 
but when you use the ingredients 
like we use the ingredients, there is 
no guess work to how much sauce 
we are putting on the pizza, to how 
much the dough ball weighs, to how 
much cheese goes on; it is all the 
same with a slight variable,” he said. 
“It is that way not only so that we 

can keep an eye on costs and make 
sure they are profitable. It is that 
way because too many people put 
too much stuff on pizza nowadays. 
The goal for us to create a high-qual-
ity, low-priced, pretty fast product 
that everybody loves.

“I know this is contrary to big box 

and all of the advertisers out there, 
but less is definitely more. You will 
flip over it, because you will be able 
to taste all the ingredients. You don’t 
have to fight through three layers of 
extra cheese.

“The details matter in every aspect 
of the restaurant,” Cybulski said.

Love, music, pizza make the world go round

Showing the new guys how it’s done, pizza expert, Glenn Cybulski, pulls a perfectly cooked pizza from a specially built oven for Sapna 
Lall and Nimesh Mangrola. / Photo by John Starkey

Barry Allen leads a workshop on water irrigation systems. / Photo by Joe Snell
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WORSHIP

UNITY CHURCH
Unity of Irving

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class

11:00 AM Service
& Children’s Church

Reverend Frank Pounders
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-5083

unitychurchofirving.com

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third,  75060

972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Chapel
Second and fourth Sundays

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

First Church of Christ, Scientist
2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 75061

972-253-7202
www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-0476

access code 884879
For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.
972-790-8606 

www.BeltLineChurch.com

972-870-1992 WORSHIP ADS
To list your house of worship in

the Rambler, please contact 
Laurie at  972-870-1992 or 

Laurier@ramblernewspapers.net

Christmas is the time for shop-
ping, family and, unfortunately, 
scammers – clever thieves who 
specialize in exploiting others by 
stealing their personal banking in-
formation and walking away with 
new identities and someone else’s 
money.

“The holidays are so busy. You’re 
not thinking much. You’ve got a doz-
en presents, and you have kids with 
you. There’s just too much going 

on,” said Jason Alvarado, lead facul-
ty for the digital forensics program 
at Richland College.

Thieves are setting traps with the 
use of skimmers or card readers at 
all places where consumers swipe 
their credit and debit cards. Most 
consumers assume they are safe at 
bank ATMS but they aren’t, Alvara-
do said.

“Sometimes thieves will hide a 
camera that looks like a security 

camera, so you think you’re secure 
– and you’re not,” he said. “If some-
thing looks out of place, it probably 
is. Go to another bank or retailer.”

Cybercrimes have evolved right 
alongside digital technology. 
Thieves are lifting critical informa-
tion from consumers and using it to 
apply for credit or to cash fraudulent 
checks.

“They use skimmers,” Alvara-
do said. “You’re giving away your 
information, and you don’t even 
know it.” The skimmers are hidden 
devices that are installed on ATM 
machines, on gas pumps and inside 
stores. “They use undetected camer-
as to copy bank information, includ-
ing passwords. And the devices can 
be purchased anonymously.” 

Skimmers can glean enough in-
formation to make duplicate credit 
cards. Cyber crooks also use them 
to send false applications for loans 
or credit cards; make bank with-
drawals; and purchase goods and 
services.

“All of the electronics are in there 
(the skimmer), and it holds on to 
your information. Your transaction 
goes through, but there’s an extra 
reader that picks up your card num-
ber and the pin,” Alvarado said. “So 
they’ve got you. It’s like a pin read-
er.” 

Alvarado is sounding the alarm 
about bogus card readers and other 
devices that capture and encrypt in-
formation. 

“Identity thieves are going to be 
with us, unfortunately,” Alvarado 
said. “You just have to be aware and 
take steps to avoid being a victim.”

Identity theft is a crime, and 
scams are often difficult to detect. 
Alvarado warns that the holidays 
bring an increased chance of iden-
tity theft. Thieves are happy about 
the season because it increases the 
chances they can prowl successfully.

First, Alvarado recommends us-
ing chip-enabled cards because they 
add a greater level of security and 
are difficult to duplicate. Next, he 
suggests using prepaid debit cards. 

Also, people who suspect their in-
formation may have been compro-
mised should immediately contact 
their banks. Finally, victims also 
should report crimes to the Feder-
al Trade Commission, the agency 
charged with protecting consumers.

Annually, identity theft costs 
consumers more than $24 billion, 
according to Bureau of Justice sta-
tistics, including costs directly as-
sociated with identity theft such as 
bounced checks, plus fraudulent use 
of bank and credit accounts. These 
crimes run the gammut from false 
loan and credit card applications to 
the purchase of goods and services 
under someone else’s name.

After the holidays comes tax sea-
son. Thieves already are plotting to 
steal identities and collect someone 
else’s tax refund, according to feder-
al officials. 

“We certainly understand if the 
latest IRS imposter scam makes you 
queasy,” said Seena Gressin, an at-
torney for the FTC’s Consumer and 
Business Education division. “That 
one involves a fake IRS tax notice 
that claims you owe money as a re-
sult of the Affordable Care Act. It’s 
one of the many imposters’ scams 
that have popped up. As tax season 
nears, we’ll see more.”

The agency has issued alerts 
warning consumers to be on the 
lookout for unauthorized withdraw-
als. They also warn about telephone 
calls about debts that consumers 
don’t actually owe.
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