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By Vaughn-zel Lloyd 
Hundreds of children and 

adults gathered at Mustang 
Park Recreation center on 
Saturday morning, Jan. 21, to 
learn about different cultures 
in Asia and celebrate the Chi-
nese New Year a week early. 

“Mustang Park Recreation 
center is having their first 
annual event, and I decid-
ed I wanted to spread com-
munity awareness within 
the Las Colinas area and the 
city of Irving,” Recreation 
Specialist Cynthia Nguyen 
said. “This year is Year of the 
Rooster. [Participants] get to 
hand trace their feathers on 
the construction paper and 
stamp it wherever. It’s a way 
to get to know more about the 
Chinese New Year.”

The Chinese New Year’s 
Celebration featured a vari-
ety of activities, several tradi-
tional Asian foods, music and 
cultural dances from the Viet-
namese Association of Uni-
versity of Texas at Arlington. 

“The setup is a passport 
system. Families of all ages 
receive a booklet where they 
get all 12 stamps based on the 
Chinese zodiac. All 12 animals 
make it kid-friendly and re-
latable,” Nguyen said. “Basi-
cally you collect all 12 stamps 
and a goodie bag in the end, 

By Shinqua Brown
Texas Dreams Gymnastics, 

a Coppell gymnastics facil-
ity run by former Olympic 
and World Champion Kim 
Zmeskal-Burdette and her 
husband, hosted the 2017 
Texas Prime Meet at the Ir-
ving Convention Center from 
Jan. 20 to 22.

The annual competition 
drew talented young ladies 
from around the country who 
exemplify strength, grace, 
flexibility and determination 
while performing complex 
physical feats on the bars, 
beam, vault or floor.

“We start out with the 
lower levels of gymnastics,” 
Zmeskal said. “We have 
competitive gymnasts from 
level three up through lev-
el 10. That’s right before the 
elite level, where our Olym-
pic team is selected.” An 
Olympian herself, Zmeskal 

Families celebrate Year of the Rooster
which has all types of trinkets 
such as pencils, fortune tell-
er’s necklaces, etc. 

“We also have a photo 
booth to take pics with the zo-
diac signs and performances 
to spread community aware-
ness about the Chinese New 

Year.”
Irving resident Annalisa 

Lim attended with her hus-
band, Tee-Wei Lim. She said 
the Lion dance performed by 
the Vietnamese Association 
was one of her favorite events 
of the day. 

“I never saw a lion dance 
until I moved to the DFW 
area, and it’s probably the 
biggest lion dance I’ve seen 
since I arrived here,” Lim 
said. “It was really fantastic. 
I enjoyed going around the 
tables, because they did all 

the different Chinese zodiac 
signs and [presented] people 
doing different crafts, so they 
can understand the process of 
all of it. 

“My husband is Chinese so 
he [presented] this culture 
already, but it’s cool to see it 
[presented] to the younger 
generations.”

According to Nguyen, Lion 
dances play a big part in Chi-
nese culture. That is one of 
the reasons she asked stu-
dents from the University of 
Texas at Arlington to perform 
during the event. 

“They performed a dramat-
ic entry to the Chinese New 
Year,” she said. “You have 
these lion dance groups per-

form at festivals in a tradition 
to scare off bad spirits. The 
Chinese New Year is mostly 
to bring good luck, prosperi-
ty and wealth, and to have all 
these good virtues brought to 
have a good year.”

Annalisa Lim also added 
that it is beneficial for chil-
dren to learn through events 
like the celebration. 

“I think it creates more of 
an understanding and expos-
es them to the idea that there 
are other people who are not 
quite like them,” Lim said. 
“Some have different tradi-
tions. It creates exposure, so 
they can be able to ask 

Gymnasts across 
country compete

became the first American 
to win the All-Around World 
Championship title in 1991 
and followed that with a team 
bronze medal win at the 1992 
Barcelona Olympic Games.

This year’s event drew so 
much talent that the Texas 
Prime Meet had to close reg-
istration for the first time due 
to the number of entries.

“Each year gets better and 
better,” Zmeskal said. “I’m 
grateful to see so many differ-
ent young gymnasts be just as 
excited about this as I am.”

The organization comes 
up with something new every 
year to make the event more 
of a fun showcase instead of a 
competitive meet. 

“It’s fun for the crowd. Ev-
ery year we try to introduce 
new ideas. This year we were 
able to bring in upcoming  

By Ariel Graham
Award-winning, young-

adult author Neal Shuster-
man discussed his newest 
book at Valley Ranch Library 
on Thursday, Jan. 19.

Shusterman has written 
numerous young adult (YA) 
novels and series during his 
career, including the Skin-
jacker Trilogy, the Star Shard 
Chronicles, and the Unwind 
Dystology. 

“Scythe” is the first book 
in a brand new YA series. It 
takes place in a futuristic uto-
pian society where disease 
and even death itself have 
been eliminated. The only 
way to die is to be randomly 
killed by a professional reap-
er, called a scythe. The story 
follows two teenagers, Row-

Neal Shusterman discusses 
death, duty in new book “Scythe”

an and Citra, as they are un-
willingly selected to become 
apprentices to a scythe and 
must learn about the pro-
fession and why the job is 
necessary. During the event, 
Shusterman read a snippet 
from the book introducing 
the readers to the character of 
Rowan and to the grim duties 
of a scythe.

Shusterman said the idea 
for “Scythe” came after his 
mother suffered a massive 
stroke and was in hospice 
care for a year. He recalled 
the day his mother died. He 

held one of her hands and his 
father held her other hand, 
telling her that it was OK and 
that they loved her. 

“Passing out of this world 
while being held by the two 
people who love you most in 
the world, telling you how 
much they love you, I don’t 
think that’s a terrible way to 
go,” Shusterman said. “The 
next idea I came up with was 
a book about ending life com-
passionately.”

Shusterman is no stranger 
to dealing with difficult topics 
in his books. His award-win-

ning “Challenger Deep” nov-
el deals with the struggles of 
mental illness and was heavi-
ly inspired by his son’s battle 
with schizophrenia. 

His dystopian thriller “Un-
wind” takes on a number of 

By Matthew Pedersen
Motorcycle enthusiasts, 

vendors, and company rep-
resentatives came together 
during Progressive Interna-
tional Motorcycle Show to 
be a part of one of the largest 
ongoing motorcycle events 
in the country. Hosted in the 
Dallas Convention Center 
from Jan. 13 - 15, the event 
showcased the finest motor-
cycles currently being made 
in the marketplace and fea-
tured several displays dedi-
cated to functioning motorcy-
cles which are over a century 
old.

Scott Byrd, motorcycle 
enthusiast from Arkansas 
who enjoys riding antiques, 
brought one of his special 
bikes to display.

“It was really an honor be-
ing asked to put the bike in, 
especially with all the cus-
tom bikes in here,” Byrd said. 
“They’re gorgeous, just real-
ly beautiful bikes. I’m with 
the Cherokee Chapter of the 
AMCA, the Antique Motor-
cycle Club of America. The 
North Texas Norton Owners 

Association has most of the 
British bikes here.

“They asked us to put some 
of our Cannonball bikes in 
here. The Motorcycle Can-
nonball is a coast to coast 
motorcycle endurance run. 
In 2016, all the bikes had to 
be made in 1916 or older. We 
had 93 of us. We left from At-
lantic City on the boardwalk 
and road 3306 miles to Carls-
bad just north of San Diego.”

Byrd talked about the pub-
lic’s response to the antique 
displays.

“It’s been fantastic, with 
tons of questions,” he said. 
“Most people don’t get the 
chance to see a hundred year 
old motorcycle unless it’s put 
up in a museum. When they 
find out you actually ride the 
bikes, it really piques their cu-
riosity. You get a lot of ques-
tions about how it works, how 
the bike runs, how it holds up, 
that kind of thing. Then, on 
the far end of the convention, 
you got all the brand new, go 

Boys and their toys: 
Motorcycle Show

See ROOSTER Page 5

Bringing fortune to everyone, a Chinese lion bestows special blessings on a Las Colinas pair.  / Photo by Vaughn-zel 
Lloyd
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The Academic Decathlon teams 
from Irving, MacArthur and Nim-
itz high schools are headed to state. 
At the Region IX meet held Jan. 20 
and 21 in Coppell, Nimitz won the 
regional championship to advance 
to the state meet for the 30th con-
secutive year. MacArthur and Irving 
placed fifth and sixth, respectively. 

This year’s win for Nimitz marks 
the 25th regional championship in 
the past 30 years for the school. Ev-

Irving ISD academic decathlon teams qualify for state
ery team member won an individu-
al medal in at least one event, and 
the team won at least one medal in 
each of the competition’s 10 events, 
including a second-place finish in 
the Super Quiz competition. Senior 
Ramon Reyes was the top-scoring 
student with 8,362 out of a possi-
ble 10,000 points – the highest ever 
posted by a varsity student. 

“This was a great team effort and 
a victory that I hope all of Nimitz 

Nation takes pride in,” Nimitz head 
coach Greg Jackson said. “It is not 
easy to beat a school like Coppell 
High School in anything, and after 
they had thrashed us the past two 
years, the kids were determined 
that they would turn the tables this 
year. The nine seniors on the team 
are exceptional young people who 
represented Nimitz in an exemplary 
manner this weekend and are look-
ing forward to an even better perfor-
mance at state.” 

Irving High School may not have 
had veteran experience, but the 
team, with six new members in-
cluding three sophomores, qualified 
for state for the second consecutive 
year. The team won fourth in the 
Super Quiz competition and earned 
eight individual medals. 

“It is very unusual in the “Ac Dec 
World” to have so many sopho-
mores,” head coach James Newman 
said. “Last year, when our team 
qualified for state for the first time 
ever, it was a senior-led team. This 
mostly new group had very large 
shoes to fill. They have been work-
ing extremely hard the entire first 
semester during class, after school 
and on Saturdays.” 

MacArthur’s team of all seniors 
earned three individual medals, and 
one team member was named the 
fifth overall varsity student. 

“The team has great initiative, 
and members were self-motived by 
forming study groups on their own 
after school and during the holidays. 
This really contributed to their suc-
cess this year,” head coach Sherry 
Martinez said. 

In Academic Decathlon, students 
are tested in 10 categories: art, eco-
nomics, essay, interview, language 
and literature, mathematics, music, 
science, social science, and speech. 
Gold, silver, and bronze medals are 
awarded for individual events and 
total scores. Individual Irving ISD 
student medal results are as follows: 

For honors students (GPA 3.75-
4.0), Carlos Estevis won in math 
and music and Geoff Thomas won in 
essay. Both students attend Nimitz. 

For scholastic students (GPA 3.0-
3.74), Jonathan Morales of Nimitz 
won gold in economics and Eduardo 
Torres of Irving won gold in science. 

For varsity students (GPA up to 
2.99), Truman Maxfield of Irving 
won gold for math, Nia Paredes of 
Nimitz won gold for interview and 
language and literary, and Ramon 
Reyes also from Nimitz won gold 
for essay, speech, music, economics, 
science, art, and social science.

The Nimitz team is coached by 
Jackson, Greg Thomson, Marlene 
Hernandez and Marc Slette. Thom-
son and Hernandez are former 

Nimitz decathletes. Coaches for 
the Irving High team are Newman, 
Randall Winter, Charlie Cruz, Frank 
Houser, Jonathan Fontenot, Jenni-
fer West, Ricardo Monreal and Ben 
Bordlemay. In addition to Martinez, 
Falak Ajani and Chad Smith coach 
the MacArthur team.

The state Academic Decathlon 
meet for large schools is Feb. 24 
- 26 in San Antonio. Forty teams 
from across Texas advance to the 
state meet for large schools. The 
number one team from each of the 
12 regions automatically advances. 
The remaining spots are filled based 
on overall point totals. Six of the 11 
schools in the region in which Irving 
ISD competes qualified for state.

Source Irving ISD

By Ariel Graham
Young women and military wives 

in need of formal and wedding 
dresses can find them free of charge 
at We’re All About The Dress, a 
dress shop in North Richland Hills.

The idea for the dress shop be-
gan in 2008, when founder Jamie 
Tillary-Wood came across a story 
about a teenage girl who collected 
prom dresses for her classmates 
who could not afford them. Til-
lery-Wood, greatly inspired by the 
story, was reminded of young girls 
in her neighborhood who were also 
having difficulty paying for prom 
dresses. In the first year, she gave 
away over 50 dresses, and the num-
ber has increased each year, reach-
ing 1,200 dresses in 2015.

Tillery-Wood said it is not just lo-
cal girls who come in looking for a 
dress. She has welcomed customers 
from all over Texas and even as far 
as Virginia. 

“We give dresses to anybody 
in the state of Texas, and we give 
dresses to anybody coming in from 
another state,” Tillery-Wood said. 
“We’ve had girls come in from Okla-
homa and Arkansas. All they have to 
do is have a school or college ID.”

But these days, it is not just prom 
dresses. In 2014, the shop began 
offering free wedding dresses to 

Dress shop now offers free dresses 
to military, fire and police officers

military personnel and their wives. 
Tillery-Wood explained that her 
brother served in the Navy SEALS 
and greatly encouraged her to do-
nate dresses to the military.

“I didn’t have very many wed-
ding dresses at first, because the 
word wasn’t out yet,” Tillery-Wood 
said. “I would go through the prom 
dresses, and all the white dresses I 
thought somebody might want to 
wear for a wedding. I put them over 
with what little wedding dresses I 
had.” Today, however, the selection 
of wedding dresses takes up nearly 
half of the store, many of them in 
brand new condition.

Cheri Bosell, a huppah designer 
from Plano who is getting married 
at the end of January in an Ortho-
dox Jewish ceremony, came in 
looking for a very specific style of 
wedding dress. Tillery-Wood was 
happy to help, and showed Bosell 
around the shop. The two took their 
time looking through the numerous 
racks of wedding dresses, and ended 
up finding a number of dresses that 
matched Bosell’s request.

Bosell found out about the shop 
from some of her friends and was 
amazed by the selection of dresses 
and accessories. 

“My first impression when I 
walked in was a ‘wow’ factor, and 
I felt very comfortable and happy 
when I walked in here,” Bosell said. 
“I was received in a very lovely man-
ner by the people who work here.”

Just last year, Tillery-Wood also 
extended the free dress service to 
first responders, including police 
officers, firefighters and EMS oper-
ators. In addition to a large selec-
tion of formal and wedding dresses, 
We’re All About The Dress also car-

ries a wide variety of formal shoes, 
jewelry, and makeup, as well as 
wedding accessories, from tiaras to 
guests books, all free of charge. 

Carla Drew has been working at 
the shop since it opened. She re-
called a story about a family from 
Oklahoma who had fallen on hard 
times: the father had lost his job, 
the mother had passed away and 
they had a baby who was in very 
poor health, along with two teenage 
daughters in need of dresses. 

“[The father] came to the door 
and said he had been sent over here 
by the social worker at Cook’s, but he 
didn’t have any money. They came 
in, and the girls got their dresses,” 
Drew said. “About 6 or 7 months lat-
er he came back in. His baby didn’t 
die, the girls got to go to their school 
function in Oklahoma, he got a new 
job, and left a good donation.”

But despite all the good work Til-
lery-Wood and her shop do, it has 
not always been easy. Tillery-Wood 
said the dresses and accessories in 
the store are always offered for free, 
and the shop itself is run solely on 
the monetary donations they receive 
from customers.  

“We have this little jar here which 
is what we run the shop on. We 
don’t have any other money coming 
in,” Tiller-Wood said, gesturing to 
the jar. “We ask [customers] if they 
can leave a donation, that’s great. 
If they can’t, they still get whatever 
they need.”

We’re All About The Dress is 
currently looking for volunteers as 
well as a sponsor to help them con-
tinue operating. Donations can be 
dropped off to their store location 
of 6242 Rufe Snow Drive in North 
Richland Hills.
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For the second straight year, the Irving High School Academic Decathlon team has 
qualified for the state meet. 

The Nimitz High School Academic Decathlon team qualified for state for the 30th 
consecutive year. 

The all-senior academic decathlon team from MacArthur High School is headed to state. 
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
A Great Annual Event ...for Women 
Only!
January 28, 7 to 11 a.m.
Health screenings will be offered until 11 a.m. 
and will include cholesterol, blood pressure, 
skin cancer and body fat/BMI assessment. 
Each screening only takes a few minutes and 
results will be provided immediately!
Also offered will be these great benefits:
A physician health panel addressing multiple 
health topics will take place from 8:30 to 
9:30 a.m. 
A healthy cooking demonstration will take 
place from 9:45 to 10:30 am. 
Health and wellness booths will be come-
and-go throughout the event. 
A light breakfast also will be served.
Free valet and self parking both will be 
available.
Baylor Scott & White Medical Center-Irving, 
1901 N. MacArthur Blvd. Irving, TX 75061.

Irving’s Early Years
January 31, 7pm
“80 Acres of Dreams: Irving’s Early Years” 
documentary will be the subject of the Irving 
Heritage Society’s program in the South 
Library, 601 Schulze. This story of early 
Irving from 1850 until just after World War II 

was created by Jim Pullum and John Everett. 
Paul Wahlstrom, former Executive Producer 
for Irving Community Television Network, will 
introduce the film. Reflections of Irving will 
be provided by Heritage Society members 
former Mayor Marvin Randle, former Mayor 
Dan Matkin, and longtime Irving resident 
Martha Watson.
The public is invited to join the Heritage 
Society for the evening. No reservations 
are needed and admission is free. Refresh-
ments will be served. The film will be shown 
immediately after a brief business meeting.

AARP Tax Preparation
February 2 to April 17
Heritage Senior Center will host AARP Tax 
Preparation for 2016 Tax Returns. Sessions 
will be held at Heritage Senior Center, 200 
S. Jefferson St. in Irving. AARP volunteers 
will help prepare tax returns on Mondays and 
Thursdays. This is by appointment, if you 
make an appointment and need to cancel 
you must call. Pick up a 2016 Tax envelope 
containing a form you must have filled out 
before your appointment. These are available 
at the Heritage Senior Center office. Also, 
bring your 2015 return to your appointment. 
To make an appointment cal Heritage Senior 
center 972 721-2496.

By Joe Snell
Jelani Cobb, Columbia Universi-

ty Professor of Journalism and The 
New Yorker staff writer, hurried 
from covering the Dylan Roof trial 
in Charleston, S.C. to another event 
the same evening in San Francisco. 
Exhausted from a full day of travel-
ing, Cobb engaged in small talk with 
his hotel lobby bellman. The bell-
man, he learned, was close to one 
of the victims from the Dylan Roof 
shooting. It was in this moment that 
Cobb recognized how seemingly lo-
cal social justice issues affect much 
larger communities.

“These issues that we’re con-
cerned with are not local, they’re not 
individual,” Cobb said. “They con-
form to the boundaries of the nation 
that produces a person like Dylan 
Roof. So when we talk about Dr. 
King, we have to grapple with the 
more profound implications of what 
Dr. King was talking about.”

Nationwide, social justice conver-
sations are ongoing nearly fifty years 
after the assassination of Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. During the 2017 MLK 
Symposium on Monday, Jan. 16 
at the City Performance Hall in an 
event titled “MLK’s Legacy: Issues 
of Social Justice in the 21st Century,” 
keynote speakers, Cobb, and social 
activist and co-creator of #Black-
LivesMatter, Alicia Garza, spoke to 
an audience about civil rights.

“If we don’t bring in everybody 
who has an interest in changing 

MLK Symposium highlights 
21st Century social justice issues

our society, none of us are going to 
get anywhere,” Garza said. “We’re 
three dimensional, meaning none 
of us are just one thing. We inhab-
it multiple social positions at once. 
Each of those positions shapes our 
life chances and our life experienc-
es. If I’m trying to understand what 
you’re going through, I have to see 
it through multiple lenses.”

Byron Sanders, VP for the U.S. 
Trust, moderated a panel dis-
cussion between Cobb and Gar-
za as well as Collette Flanagan, 
Co-Founder of Mothers Against 
Police Brutality, and Mike Wilson, 
editor of The Dallas Morning News. 
Among questions on the role of me-
dia and initiating conversations in 
local communities, Sanders asked 
panelists if the current civil rights 
movement is a continuation of Dr. 
King’s legacy or something entirely 
different. 

“It is a little bit of both,” Garza 
said. “What we’re trying to do in 
this moment is learn lessons from 
what we know works and doesn’t 
work and try to experiment with 
new ways of doing things. There’s 
often a push to try to compare this 
moment and the several decades of 
civil rights. I don’t like to do that, 
because each moment in time sits 
in its own context.”

Dallas residents Loletha Moore 
and Vonni Gant were excited to 
hear Cobb and Garza speak. Both 
women agreed that being open to 

conversation is important to making 
progress.

“We want change, and in order for 
that to [happen], I have to sit down 
with someone who sees it a little bit 
differently than me and understand 
why they see it that way,” Moore 
said. “That’s the key. Let’s sit down 
and have a conversation, let’s com-
municate about it.”

“That takes humility on both 
sides,” Gant said. “You have to be 
willing to not just jump to the de-
fense or the offense.” 

Panelists echoed the responsibil-
ity to begin conversations in com-
munities, although some areas, as 
the speakers noted, are less recep-
tive to discussion. Cobb discussed 
growing up in the diverse city of 
Queens, N.Y., learning lessons of 
coexistence, tolerance, and under-
standing. He hopes to impart those 
lessons in his writing.

“[Dr. King] said that when our 
days grow dreary with low hover-
ing clouds, and then become dark-
er than a million midnights, we 
will nonetheless know that we are 
witnessing the creative tension of a 
genuine civilization struggling to be 
born,” Cobb said. “That is the charge 
that Dr. King left for us in 1968. 
That is the charge that confronts us 
in 2017, and that is the charge that 
I have my complete understanding 
and faith that we will ultimately 
achieve.”

MOTORCYCLE
Continued from Page 1

Texas A&M institute sends up 
‘bat signal’ for Texas landowners
By Paul Schattenberg

COLLEGE STATION — The Tex-
as A&M Institute of Renewable Nat-
ural Resources bat research team is 
asking Texas residents to help doc-
ument bat species and populations 
throughout the state.

The institute’s Bat and Hiber-
nacula Surveys team is conducting 
surveys statewide to determine the 
location of wintering bats and their 
roosts.

“We are trying to get base-
line numbers in anticipation of 
white-nose syndrome, a dead-
ly, cold-adapted fungal disease 
that could affect hibernating bats 
throughout the state,” said Melissa 
Meierhofer, College Station, a re-
search associate at the institute.

Meierhofer said the disease has 
already caused catastrophic bat 
losses in the eastern U.S. and is pro-
jected to come to Texas within the 
next few years.

Maintaining healthy bat popula-
tions is critical, particularly for the 
agriculture industry, because cer-
tain bat species eat insects that can 
harm crops.

“The destruction of crops without 
these bats could be pretty big. Bats 
are worth more than $1 billion to the 
corn crop industry, for example,” 
she said. “Without sufficient bat 
populations, there would be an in-
crease in insects and with that could 
also come an increase in diseases.”

Dr. Brian Pierce, associate direc-
tor of the institute, College Station, 
said research has demonstrated bats 
have a significant impact on the Tex-
as economy due to their control of 

agricultural insect pests.
“Research has also shown the loss 

of bat populations in North America 
could have an estimated impact of 
$3.7 billion per year,” Pierce said.

Pierce also noted the contribution 
of bats to the control of insect vec-
tors for disease, particularly mos-
quitoes, has been estimated by Bat 
Conservation International to be 
approximately 10 grams per bat per 
night.

“That means the estimated 20 
million Mexican free-tailed bats just 
living within Bracken Cave north of 
San Antonio can consume 220 tons 
of insects each evening,” Pierce said.

Krysta Demere, another insti-
tute research associate working on 
the survey, said accurate data on 
the species and populations of bats 
throughout the state will be helpful 
in the event white-nose syndrome 
crosses into Texas.

“There have been reports of posi-
tives for the disease in Arkansas and 
as close as 200 miles from the Texas 
border,” Demere said. “And while 
instances may not have resulted in 
the death of the infected bat, it still 
shows the disease is close and we 
need to be vigilant.”

The disease was first reported in 
New York about 12 years ago and 
has been spreading to bat popula-
tions in the U.S. over a distance of 
about 100 miles each year since.

Data from the survey could help 
characterize suitable habitats where 
the fungus could appear so the state 
will be better prepared to manage 
the disease.

While the survey team is con-
stantly traveling to different parts 
of the state, it cannot cover all lo-
cations, so they need the assistance 
of landowners throughout Texas to 
help them identify overwintering 
and roosting locations, said Dr. Roel 
Lopez, institute director, San Anto-
nio.

“By filling out the survey form 
and providing as much information 
as possible to the team, landowners 
can help protect an animal that not 
only provides a benefit to our eco-

system but also is a draw for nature 
tourism in the state,” Lopez said.  

The form is available at http://bit.
ly/2i6bq31.

Lopez noted the popularity of 
bat-watching sites, especially in 
Central Texas, but also in the east-
ern and northern part of the state.

By providing information for 
any bat seen from January through 
March, individuals can help the 
team document which bat species 
are overwintering in the state and 
where they can be found.

“We’re asking that those using the 
form provide as much information 
as they can,” Lopez said. “If possi-
ble, we would appreciate individuals 
providing photographs of both the 
bat and the location to help the team 
with species identification.”

Completed forms should be 
sent to Meierhofer by email at 
mbm030@tamu.edu or by mail to 
Texas A&M Institute of Renewable 
Natural Resources, 1500 Research 
Parkway, Suite A110, College Sta-
tion, Texas, 77843-2260.

Team members said they are ask-
ing any landowners who have caves 
on their property to contact the 
team directly and let them know if 
they would be willing to allow the 
team to survey the caves.

With assistance from the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department, 
Texas Cave Management Associa-
tion, Texas Department of Trans-
portation and private landowners, 
the team has already surveyed 49 
wintering sites and visited a total 
of 165 sites. These include caves, 
bridges, culverts, abandoned build-
ings and tunnels.

Additionally, Meierhofer said the 
team has swabbed and visually as-
sessed more than 100 bats for signs 
of the syndrome. So far, all have 
tested negative for fungal spores 
and appear to be healthy.

For more information, go to 
https://www.facebook.com/texas-
winterbats/.
SOURCE Texas A&M Institute of Renewable 

Natural Resources

The MacArthur High School 
Army JROTC Academic and Lead-
ership teams qualified for Level II 
of the JROTC Leadership and Aca-
demic Bowl (JLAB). This places the 
Leadership and Academic teams in 
the top 50 percent of the 1,452 par-
ticipating teams worldwide. 

The JLAB Level II competi-
tion round determines the top 40 
Leadership teams and the top 24 
Academic teams worldwide. The 
national championships in Wash-

MacArthur JROTC 
teams advance 

ington, D.C., will take place on Feb. 
11. In addition, the school’s Cyber-
Patriot teams achieved the Gold Tier 
level, as a result of their cumulative 
scores from the first two nation-
al-level competition rounds. Both 
will compete in the State Round this 
Saturday. Members of the leader-
ship teams are (from left) Cadet Io 
Bautista, Cadet Aqsa Mohammed, 
Cadet Walter Veliz, Cadet Sydney 
Mays, Cadet Makayla Bonno and 
Cadet Brandy Mejia.

SOURCE Irving ISD

fast, shiny, cool stuff. It’s really cool 
being able to see both ends of the 
spectrum.”

Michael Aulisuo, a Progressive 
representative, talked about the 
company’s commitment to provid-
ing motorcycle enthusiasts with the 
largest show in the country.

“Progressive, being the number 
one motorcycle insurer in the coun-
try, wanted to work with the number 
one motorcycle show in the country, 
and bring this partnership together 
that involves motorcycles, educa-
tion, and art,” Aulisuo said. “That 
was the premise behind the Pro-
gressive Parlor and the Progressive 
Stage, because Progressive is in a 
unique position in the industry. 

“We’re unlike any other vendor 
under this roof. They’re all prod-
uct based companies, Progressive 
is a service based company. So, we 
asked ourselves, how do you offer 

service at a motorcycle show? The 
best way that we know how was go-
ing back to the roots of what made 
Progressive so successful in the be-
ginning: motorcycles, education, 
and art,” he said.

Aulisuo then thanked the Dallas 
community, mentioning how its 
closeness allowed for a phenomenal 
show.

“It’s a close-knit community, 
and when you come to a show like 
this, you feel it. It doesn’t matter 
who you are, where you came from, 
what your background is. It’s cool 
because we’re here in this building 
where all these individuals can come 
together, and the common bond be-
tween man is that machine. That’s 
what the International Motorcycle 
Show is all about, bringing people 
together for the sake of enjoyment, 
happiness, and life. For us, that life 
involves motorcycles,” he said.

EVENT HALL RENTALS
IRVING ELKS LODGE #2334

2015 N. BRITAIN RD., IRVING, TX 75061
PLEASE CALL (972) 579-0005
FOR MORE INFORMATION.

SEATING FOR UP TO 230 PEOPLE, FULL SERVICE BAR.
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CLASSIFIEDS
LEGALS

Looking for Nichole Momack
W/F age 32, born Jan.’84. Graduated HS 
class of 2002, Brownsboro High School, 
Brownsboro, TX. Last known address 
was in Irving, TX  Contact 469-547-1262

The CITY OF IRVING, Texas will receive sealed responses in the Purchasing Division, 1st floor, 835 W. 
Irving Blvd, until the date and time below and will open responses at the same location for the following items: 
1. ITB #092D-17F C.I.P.P. Rehabilitation of 54-inch MacArthur Crossing Interceptor Wastewater Trunk
Pre-Bid Mtg:02/06/17 @ 3:00 p.m. 
Due Date: 02/10/17 @ 3:00 p.m. 
2. ITB #092D-17F Ticket Writers
Due Date: 02/10/17 @ 3:30 p.m. 
Responses must be received in a sealed envelope with solicitation number and due date on the envelope. 
Late responses cannot be accepted. Information may be found at www.cityofirving.org click Departments/ 
Purchasing Phone: 972.721.2631

Effective January 6, 2017, Carolyn Kim, MD is no 
longer practicing dermatology at DermOne. Pa-
tients can obtain a copy of their medical records 
by calling 972-254-3118. Patients may contact her 
at 972-827-1130 or at her new office 2001 North 
MacArthur Blvd, Suite 444, Irving, TX 75061.

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO ISSUE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS
COMBINATION TAX AND REVENUE CERTIFICATES OF OBLIGATION,

TAXABLE SERIES 2017A

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on March 2, 2017 the City Council of the City of Irving, Texas, 
at 7:00 p.m. at a regular meeting of the City Council to be held at the City Hall, 825 W. Irving 
Blvd., Irving, Texas, the regular meeting place of the City Council, intends to pass an ordinance 
authorizing the issuance of not to exceed $14,000,000 principal amount of Certificates of Obligation, 
in one or more series, for the purpose of paying contractual obligations to be incurred for the 
following purposes, to wit: (i) designing, developing, constructing, and equipping a convention 
center  parking facility within the City, including related water and wastewater and storm drainage 
facilities and improvements and street and roadway improvements, including streetscaping and 
streetlighting, (the “Project”) (ii) paying professional services of attorneys, financial advisors 
and other professionals in connection with the Project and the issuance of the Certificates.  
The Certificates shall bear interest at a rate not to exceed fifteen percent (15%) per annum, 
and shall have a maximum maturity date of not later than forty (40) years after their date.  Said 
Certificates shall be payable from the levy of a direct and continuing ad valorem tax against all 
taxable property within the City sufficient to pay the interest on this series of Certificates as due 
and to provide for the payment of the principal thereof as the same matures, as authorized by 
Subchapter C, Chapter 271, Texas Local Government Code, as amended, and from all or a part 
of the surplus revenues of the City’ s waterworks and sewer system, such pledge of surplus 
revenues being limited to $1,000.

THIS NOTICE is given in accordance with law and as directed by the City Council of the City 
of Irving, Texas.
GIVEN THIS January 25, 2017.
Shanae Jennings - City Secretary
City of Irving, Texas

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO ISSUE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS
COMBINATION TAX AND REVENUE CERTIFICATES OF OBLIGATION,

TAXABLE SERIES 2017B

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on March 2, 2017 the City Council of the City of Irving, Texas, at 
7:00 p.m. at a regular meeting of the City Council to be held at the City Hall, 825 W. Irving Blvd., 
Irving, Texas, the regular meeting place of the City Council, intends to pass an ordinance authorizing 
the issuance of not to exceed $26,000,000 principal amount of Certificates of Obligation, in one 
or more series, for the purpose of paying contractual obligations to be incurred for the following 
purposes, to wit: (i) designing, developing, constructing, and equipping convention center meeting 
facilities, including related water and wastewater and storm drainage facilities and improvements 
and street and roadway improvements, including streetscaping and streetlighting (the “Project”), 
(ii) paying capitalized interest on the certificates and (iii) paying professional services of attorneys, 
financial advisors and other professionals in connection with the Project and the issuance of the 
Certificates.  The Certificates shall bear interest at a rate not to exceed fifteen percent (15%) per 
annum, and shall have a maximum maturity date of not later than forty (40) years after their date.  
Said Certificates shall be payable from the levy of a direct and continuing ad valorem tax against 
all taxable property within the City sufficient to pay the interest on this series of Certificates as 
due and to provide for the payment of the principal thereof as the same matures, as authorized 
by Subchapter C, Chapter 271, Texas Local Government Code, as amended, and from certain 
State sales tax revenues, City mixed beverage tax revenues, State hotel occupancy tax revenues, 
City sales tax revenues and City hotel occupancy tax revenues (subordinate to the pledge of the 
City hotel occupancy taxes pledged to the City’s Combination Tax and Revenue Certificates of 
Obligation, Series 2009), all pursuant to Section 351.102 Texas Tax Code, as amended.

THIS NOTICE is given in accordance with law and as directed by the City Council of the City of 
Irving, Texas.
GIVEN THIS January 25, 2017.
Shanae Jennings - City Secretary
City of Irving, Texas

MOVIE REVIEWS

By Matt Mungle
Synopsis: The story of Ray Kroc, a 

salesman who turned two brothers’ 
fast food eatery, McDonald’s, into 
one of the biggest restaurant busi-
nesses in the world.

Review: McDonald’s is probably 
one of the most iconic American 
institutions ever. If you miss one on 
your road trip, just wait a few exits 
and you will have another opportu-
nity. The Founder is an entertain-
ing, informative, and at times frus-
trating look at the history of the fast 
food chain. But be aware the story 
doesn’t clown around, and Ronald 
never makes an appearance.

Dick (Nick Offerman) and Mac 
McDonald (John Carroll Lynch) 
were two brothers who created an 
impressive way for drive-in food to 
arrive fresh and fast. Their small 
walk up restaurant was a popular 
attraction for local families. When 
salesman and go-getter Ray Kroc 
(Michael Keaton) gets a taste of the 
business, he makes it his mission to 
make it a national phenomena. His 
ideas and motivation do not set well 
with Dick or Mac but the rest is, as 
we well know, franchise history.

Keaton does a fantastic job with 
this role and gives us a character 
who you may get mad at, but you 
can’t completely hate. Yes, he may 
railroad the brothers in certain 
areas, and his ethics are absolute-
ly speculative. There is no doubt that 
Kroc was a self centered, glory hun-
gry, business man. But at the end of 
the day, like it or not, he made the 
brothers a lot of money. Could he 
have done it differently? Probably. 

Franchise history 
meets Hollywood

Facts are facts though, and Keaton 
nails the role.

The early days of the restaurant 
are the most fun to see and watch. 
Before all the intense legal struggles 
start, it is refreshing to learn how the 
brothers streamlined the process of 
fast food. They truly were brilliant 
in the engineering vision. The scene 
where Kroc walks up and gets his 
first McDonald’s meal is one of my 
favorite. Keaton plays it like a man 
who is in the twilight zone. Ray is a 
traveling salesman and has eaten at 
a lot of drive ins. But never has he 
experienced anything like this. You 
can tell he barely can wrap his mind 
around it.

The story moves nicely balanc-
ing humor, information, and en-
tertainment well. Kroc is a riveting 
character, and the history is intrigu-
ing. As mentioned, McDonald’s has 
always been there for many of us, 
and we can’t remember a time with-
out it. Seldom do we think about 
how it all happened. Watching the 
story unfold may cause you to feel 
tad guilty about eating there but 
only for a short time.

The Founder is rated PG-13 for 
brief strong language. It is totally 
safe for any teen and up. Granted 
the story and dialogue may not ap-
peal to younger viewers: a bunch of 
old people talking about hamburg-
ers. When does that get fun? But 
for us “old” movie goers, it is a solid 
watch with great acting and a fan-
tastic story. 

I give it 4 out of 5 to go bags. Su-
persize your popcorn and enjoy it.

Ways to help your child avoid gossiping
By Janice Brown

It’s hard to avoid, but just about 
everywhere we go we are bombard-
ed with gossip and rumors. On mag-
azine covers, we can’t help but see 
celebrity break-ups, hook-ups and 

arrests. On electronic media, we 
witness rumors and lies about any-
one famous including our elected 
officials. From people we know, we 
hear the latest personal information 
about friends, family and even ac-

quaintances. And of course, most of 
us are guilty of indulging in sharing 
gossip, too.

Sometimes, it just feels good to 
dish with a friend, and sometimes 
we feel justified by a real concern 
about, or frustration with, some-
one’s behavior. But when chatter 
turns to divulging private informa-
tion about someone else, the talk can 
be destructive. Gossip and rumors 
can be devastating to the person the 
rumors are about, the community 
and even to the person gossiping.

With all of the rumors and gossip 
swirling around us, how do we help 
children avoid participating in this 
behavior especially when we might 
be guilty of gossiping ourselves? 
Here are several tips:

Remind children that talking 
about other people’s private busi-
ness can cause hurt feelings. When 
the rumors reach the person who 
the rumors are about (and they usu-
ally do), that person will most likely 
be very upset. This could end their 
friendship. Talk with children about 
how it might feel to have friends 
talking about their personal infor-
mation. It can be helpful for children 
to understand how it would feel if 
this were to happen to them. Doing 
this can build empathy. By gossip-
ing, children open themselves up to 

repercussions such as rumors being 
spread about them. The person who 
was gossiped about is often so an-
gry and hurt that they start talking 
about the people who hurt them. 
The cycle continues, and more peo-
ple are hurt and angry.

Brainstorm some good tech-
niques to use when gossip is being 
shared. Come up with some direct 
approaches and some softer tech-
niques. An example of a direct re-
sponse is to let the person talking 
know that what they are saying will 
probably hurt the person the rumors 
are about and you would like to talk 
about something else. Other tech-
niques include changing the subject 
or walking away from the chatter.

Explain that sometimes people 
gossip because they are angry or 
upset. Talk about what to do in this 
circumstance, such as talking direct-
ly to that friend instead of talking 
about him or her. If your child does 
not feel comfortable talking directly, 
suggest role playing a conversation 
they might have. Even if your child 
ultimately decides not to talk to the 
friend about the issue, it is import-
ant that children vent their feelings 
and not hold them in.

Discuss safe people to confide 
in if your child is upset. Suggest if 
your child wants to talk to you about 

anything, including other people, 
he or she is always welcome to talk 
confidentially to you, their parent or 
guardian. (And do keep the infor-
mation confidential, as you prom-
ised.) Decide which other adults 
might be good choices to talk to: a 
trusted family member, a favorite 
teacher, or a specific member of the 
clergy are a few examples.

Speak up when you hear children 
talking about others. Sometimes it’s 
fine to be a “fly on the wall” and to 
listen and not engage with kids and 
their friends. But when kids know 
adults can hear them, and the adults 
don’t do anything when kids say 
something inappropriate, kids think 
what they said is okay.

Model good behavior by not 
talking about other people’s pri-
vate business, especially in front of 
children. Even when it appears that 
children are not paying attention to 
what we say, they see and hear more 
than we think. If you make the mis-
take of gossiping, take responsibility 
for it. Let your child know you made 
a mistake and your goal is to not 
gossip.

By utilizing these tips, you can 
give your children a better aware-
ness of the negative effects of gossip, 
and some techniques to avoid it.

Janice Brown is the Santa Barbara, CA-
based author of Rumorang.

By Nathaniel Sillin
What does an engagement ring 

look like? For many people, my wife 
included, the answer is a diamond 
ring. While that concept didn’t be-
come widely accepted until the di-
amond industry’s marketing cam-
paigns in the mid-1900s, it’s one 
that holds strong today. However, 
some couples are going in an alter-
native direction. The intention isn’t 
to be cheap, but rather to use the 
savings to make a different kind of 
meaningful investment in their fu-
ture together. 

When and how a proposal hap-
pens can be a surprise, but hope-

Some couples do not 
invest in diamond rings

fully, the answer won’t be. That is 
likely doubly true if the question is 
popped without a diamond engage-
ment ring, or perhaps without a ring 
at all. As always in a relationship, 
communication is key.  

What will a meaningful invest-
ment look like to the both of you? A 
friend of mine recently shared with 
me the story of how he proposed to 
his now wife, and the decision to for-
go an engagement ring altogether.

When they first started discussing 
engagement rings, she said she’d 
rather put the money towards a 
down payment because starting a 
home together was more meaning-

ful to her than a ring. He didn’t ask 
right away, but when he did take a 
knee, ringless, and ask her to marry 
him – she said yes. Today they live 
in a home their savings helped buy, 
wear only wedding bands, and he 
says neither regrets the decision.

A down payment might not make 
sense for you, but there are other 
ways to invest in your future. For 
some couples, paying down debts or 
saving for their wedding might be a 
better fit. Or, you might want to start 
a travel or honeymoon fund. 

Consider your options if you want 
to buy a ring. The idea of proposing 
without an engagement ring isn’t 
for everyone. A less expensive en-
gagement ring can help savings go 
towards your shared goal. 

There are a variety of alternative 
precious and semi-precious stones 
you could pick for the ring. Match-
ing a stone’s color to the person’s 
eyes or choosing their birthstone 
could imbue the ring with a person-
al touch. However, be careful about 
picking a “soft” gem that could be 
easily scratched if it’s worn daily. 

You could choose a synthetic di-
amond or a stone that looks similar 
to a diamond but costs much less, 
such as a cubic zirconia. Some of the 
man-made and alternative options 
can look more brilliant than genu-
ine diamonds, and you don’t need 
to worry about whether or not the 
stone is conflict-free.

While it won’t have the same flash 
as a ring with a large gemstone, 
choosing a smaller diamond or solid 
metal band with a symbolic mean-
ing could be just as meaningful to 
your partner.

Family heirlooms can also make 
for memorable engagement rings 
and often there isn’t a price tag at-
tached (although a lengthy discus-
sion might be in order). A vintage 
ring could appeal to some people’s 
style, or the center stone could be re-
set in a modern band. In either case, 
there’s something special about 
wearing a gemstone that’s been in 
one of your families for generations.

Decide on your priorities as a cou-
ple and act accordingly. According 
to The Knot’s 2015 Real Weddings 
Study, an average of $5,871 was 
spent on engagement rings. For 
some, there’s no better way to spend 
money. After all, it’s a ring that’s go-
ing to be worn for decades. 

However, you can discuss engage-
ment ring expectations before you 
ask someone to marry you. If a di-
amond isn’t particularly important, 
an alternative ring or gemstone, or 
no ring at all, can be an equally time-
less and beautiful gesture of love 
when you both know the money is 
going to an important step in your 
future together. 
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DEATH NOTICES

Poppy
Hi. My name is Poppy. I'm about 7 years old, and was rescued from another shelter. They say 
that I'm a Labrador mix. I do have the friendly, happy personality of a Labrador. You will know 
I'm happy, because my tail never seems to stop wagging. But I'm also quite a gentle soul. I know 
some commands, including being good on a leash. So if you have room in your heart and home 
for a sweet senior boy, who is in need of a forever family, come see me.

Buttermilk
I'm Buttermilk. Kind of a silly name for a male cat, huh? They 
probably came up with it because of the color of my fur. Anyways, 
I'm stuck with it for now. Hopefully, after I'm adopted there will be 
a name change to something a little more masculine. Like... Like 
Mellow Fellow! Yeah, I like that because it describes me. For a 
year and eight months old, I'm a pretty laid back guy. My greatest 
joy is to sit in someone's lap and have them pet me. And pet me. 
And pet me. Man, that is pure joy. I'm a big guy. I mean, really big, 
but that shouldn't be a problem. If I don't fit on your lap, I'll gladly 
lay next to you on the couch. Just as long as you scratch that spot 
on my neck that feels soo good when it's scratched. Yeah, hit that 
spot and I'm yours forever.

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

 Melissa K. Hart - Nov. 26, 1977 – Jan. 16, 2017
Diossy Anne Marie Ndiaye - Jul. 9, 1977 – Jan. 10, 2017
Mary Stewart - Sep. 27, 1927 – Jan. 22, 2017
Mary Elizabeth Harris - Oct. 12, 1938 – Jan. 23, 2017

(972) 870-1992 
laurier@ramblernewspapers.netOBITUARIES

Davis, Vetis Archie, 92, passed 
away on January 23, 2017 in Ir-
ving, Texas.  Vetis was born on 
August 30, 1924 in Porum, Okla-
homa to P.F. Davis and Willie 
(Greenhall) Davis. Mr. Davis was 
a veteran of the US Army serving 
in World War II.  Vetis and his wife 
Dorothy moved to Irving in 1946 
to start their family and became 
members of First Baptist Church. 
He was plant foreman for Gifford 
Hills Company where he retired 
in 1987, after 40 years of service.  
Vetis had been a member of the Ir-
ving Masonic Lodge #1218 A.F. & 
A.M for the past 67 years and was 
a member of Scottish Rite Bodies 
Valley of Dallas, and Hella Tem-
ple. He was preceded in death by 
his parents, brother Ernest Davis, 
and sister Hazel Mantooth. He is 
survived by his loving wife of 72 
years, Dorothy (Parks) Davis; son, 
Vetis Boyd Davis and wife Lana 
of Alvord, TX; daughter, Brenda 
Jolene Lynch and husband Jackie 
of Bedford, TX; five grandchil-
dren, Michael Davis, Brandi West, 
Matthew Lynch, Mark Lynch and 
Timothy Lynch; numerous great 
grandchildren; and sister, Lyzetta 

Mantooth of Trinidad, TX.
Family visitation was held 
Wednesday, January 25, 2017 from 
6:00 to 8:00 p.m. at Chism- Smith 
Funeral Home. Funeral Services 
were held on Thursday, January 
26, 2017 at 1:00 p.m. at First Bap-
tist Church Irving.  Military Hon-
ors and Masonic Rites followed at 
Restland Memorial Park in Dallas, 
TX.

By Nathaniel Sillin
It seems like every few weeks 

there’s a new “must-watch” mov-
ie or show. Competition between 
traditional and new production 
companies is driving the wave of 
high-quality content. I can’t com-
plain, but it’s also hard to keep up. 
I have an ever-growing list of binge-
able things to watch, read and listen 
to, and in the meantime, I’m paying 
bills for multiple bills month.

As long as my family’s necessary 
expenses are covered, spending 
money on entertainment can be 
worth it. However, I’ve also noticed 
that left unmonitored, expenses can 
slowly grow out of control. I’d rath-
er look for ways to save money and 
make more meaningful purchases.

Periodically reviewing how much 
you spend on entertainment, es-
pecially electronic entertainment, 
could be a good place to start.

Take control of your electronic 
entertainment budget 

Take stock of where you currently 
stand. Find your starting point by 
making a list of expenses that fall 
into the category of electronic enter-
tainment. If you don’t have a budget 
where you can easily look up this in-
formation, you can review previous 
bank statements or connect your ac-
counts to a budgeting app that can 
automatically pull in your spending 
history. This might also be a good 
time to try several budgeting apps 
and begin using the one you enjoy 
the most. 

Give traditional cable or satellite 
TV expenses a second look. If you 
haven’t “cut the cord” – canceled 
your cable or satellite TV service – 
now might be time to give the idea 
some thought. Many alternative, 
and often cheaper, options have 
become mainstream, including free 
and a la carte sports programming. 
Even premium networks are sold on 

their own or as inexpensive add-ons 
to other services. 

You may not want to cancel your 
entire service but after reviewing 
what you pay for and regularly 
watch, you might discover that you 
could be just as happy with a less ex-
pensive package. 

In either case, regularly calling 
your service provider and negotiat-
ing your rate could save you money. 
This same tactic could also work 
with internet service providers. 

Consider splitting the cost with 
someone else. Some subscrip-
tion entertainment services can be 
shared with friends or family. A few 
even offer several tiers of service, or 
family packages, that let you create 
profiles and stream from multiple 
devices at once. Although the price 
might be higher for a multi-user ac-
count, you’ll still save on a per-per-
son basis. 

Choose the person or people you 
share your account with carefully. In 
some cases, sharing an account with 
a non-family or household member 
could be a violation of the terms and 
conditions, and with some types of 
accounts, you could be giving the 
other person access to your debit or 
credit card number. 

Make a list of free resources you 
can use. Knowing where you can 
turn to (legally) watch shows and 
movies, including recent releases, 
could put you at ease if you’re wor-
ried about canceling a service. 

You could start by using ad-based 
websites that legally host movies 
and shows. While there are com-
mercial breaks throughout the vid-
eos, the services are completely free, 
and some have mobile apps that you 
can use to start or resume a video 
while you’re away from home. 

As I’m sure you’re aware, there 
are plenty of free books, CDs and 
magazines at many libraries. But the 
library systems are also keeping up 
with the times. Some let you “check 
out” audiobooks, movies and shows 
without having to visit a branch. 

Bottom line: Having access to a 
wide variety of shows, movies and 
other types of electronic entertain-
ment can be well worth the cost, 
but don’t let your monthly expens-
es go unchecked. Between monthly 
subscription services, Internet and 
cable you could be paying several 
thousand dollars a year. 

Find a happy medium by cancel-
ing services you don’t want anymore 
and finding ways to save on those 
you do. You could then use the sav-
ings for something more meaning-
ful. Perhaps that means going to a 
sports game with friends or family 
rather than paying for a television 
service, or putting the money to-
wards a non-entertainment goal, 
such as a college or retirement fund. 

artist Hailey Knox, as well as one of 
my personal favorite gymnasts, Ra-
gan Smith.”

The big event was Saturday night’s 
“all-star” competition called the 
Legendz Classic. Athletes from lev-
els 9 and 10 are selected and placed 
onto three teams, each captained 
by a World or Olympic legend. This 
year’s captains include 1992 and 
1996 Olympic Medalist Shannon 
Miller, 2004 Olympic Medalist Ter-
in Humphrey, and 2008 Olympic 
Medalist Bridget Sloan. 

The main goal of the Legendz 
Classic is to allow young gymnasts 
to display their talent and improve 
their skills with women who have 
succeeded on the international 
stage. 

“It’s exciting for these little guys,” 
Zmeskal said. “It’s an opportunity 
for them to show what they can do 
without the pressure of this being an 
actual meet.”

Throughout the event, parent vol-
unteers helped set the stage for their 

GYMNASTICS
Continued from Page 1

future Olympic medalists. Parent 
volunteer Molly Walker said the 
Legendz Classic was exciting for her 
daughter and also for her family. 

“The Legendz Classic was just a 
lot of fun,” Walker said. “All of them 
got a chance to meet new girls, work 
with former Olympians, and just 
have a good time.” 

Each year as the Texas Prime 
Meet and Legendz Classic comes 
to an end, Zmeskal wants each girl 
to take what they have learned and 
apply it throughout their lives. 

“Hopefully, this is something that 
they will remember not only this 
year but throughout their lives,” 
Zmeskal said. “As a former gymnas-
tics myself, it’s an honor to be able 
to give back.”

The Dallas County Community 
College District (DCCCD) again is 
“AAA.” That’s what Fitch Ratings 
said in January about DCCCD’s gen-
eral obligation bonds, stating that 
the district’s rating outlook is stable. 

“The Dallas County Community 
College District follows strong fi-
nancial management practices over 
the long term, with the approval of 
our board of trustees, to ensure that 
we have the necessary capital for 
operations,” Dr. Joe May, DCCCD’s 
chancellor, said. “We consistently 
practice financial transparency, and 
we have been recognized not only by 
Fitch and other agencies, but also 

DCCCD earns AAA bond 
rating from Fitch

by the Texas Comptroller’s Office 
repeatedly for our business staff’s 
outstanding work.

“DCCCD’s tax rate is among the 
lowest in the state, and our tuition 
rates are among the most affordable 
in Texas as well. Fitch cited those 
factors in its rating.”

Fitch described DCCCD’s finan-
cial resilience as “superior” and ex-
pects the district to maintain that 
status throughout the budget cycle 
“due to economic flexibility, mod-
est revenue volatility, and a history 
of maintaining high levels of unre-
stricted cash/investments.”
SOURCE Dallas County Community College 

District

ROOSTER
Continued from Page 1

questions. It’s neat because we’re 
all human, it’s a new experience for 
some that we can all share.”

Nguyen, formerly an officer for 
the Vietnamese Student Association 
at the University of Texas A&M, or-
ganized the event. Based on atten-
dance and early feedback, Nguyen 
will consider making the Chinese 
New Year’s Celebration an annual 
event. 

“It brings people together from all 
walks of life, no matter where they 
are from, and especially here in the 
Las Colinas area,” she said. “Las Co-
linas is usually known as the head-
quarter hub because of all of the 
big companies. I definitely want an 
outlet for people to come together, 
especially at a city owned property 
like the recreation center.

“I would really like to make this 
annual and branch out to outdoors, 
but I knew since it was January the 
weather was [unpredictable]. I defi-
nitely want to have the event in the 
future and make it bigger and bet-
ter.”
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their infor-
mation on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving 
Rambler will have accurate information. Listings are 
limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location 
and time. If an organization wishes to have more in-
formation than the free listing offers, we will continue 
to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Buttons & Bows Square 

& Round Dance Club 
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
DFW Scroller Saw Club

Last Saturday of each month
9:30 AM to 11:30 AM

Georgia Farrow Rec Center 530 Davis St.
www.dfwscrollers.net / 214-995-9270

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thursday of the month 

7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain

www.irvingarc.org
Irving AMBUCS

Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.
at Spring Creek BBQ

 Irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Second Tuesday each month @ 7:30 P.M.

132 E. Second St. Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm 
IHOP on Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Chateau on Wildbriar Lake

1515 Hard Rock Road
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS

* It was 20th-century American theoretical 
physicist Richard Feynman who made 
the following sage observation: “It doesn’t 
matter how beautiful your theory is, it 
doesn’t matter how smart you are. If it 
doesn’t agree with experiment, it’s wrong.”

* Historians report that Alexander the Great 
-- best known for his conquests throughout 
Asia and North Africa, which helped to 
create one of the ancient world’s largest 
empires before he turned 30 -- had a hard-
and-fast rule for his soldiers: no beards. 
Alexander didn’t want to give their enemies 
anything to grab onto during battle. 

* If you’re sending a letter to Ireland, don’t 
worry if the address you have on file is 

missing the postal code; in that country the only addresses that 
use them are in the capital, Dublin. 

* In 2002, researchers conducted a study to determine how 
consumers’ decisions are influenced by seemingly minor 
changes in appearance. They presented car-buyers with a 
variety of webpages; everything on the pages was the same 
-- the vehicles presented, the information provided, prices, 
etc. -- except for the background. One group got a green 
background with a pattern of pennies on it, and one group 
got a red background with a pattern of flames. As it turns out, 
the background did, indeed, influence behavior: Consumers 
in the green-background group spent more time looking at 
information about cost, while those in the red-background 
group spent more time looking at details about safety features. 

* In Ireland, to ensure good luck on a child’s birthday, it was 
once the tradition to hold the child by the feet and bump his or 
her head on the floor once for each of the child’s years.
***
Thought for the Day: “God is a comedian playing to an audience 
too afraid to laugh.” -- Voltaire

1. MOVIES: What was the last movie that 
Nancy Davis Reagan appeared in?
2. GEOGRAPHY: What desert exists in 
parts of California, Arizona and Mexico?
3. PROVERBS: Where should you “never 
look a gift horse”?
4. U.S. STATES: Which state is an 

anagram of the word “anime”?
5. LITERATURE: What was author Thomas Mann’s native country?
6. ANATOMY: How much of blood’s volume is made up of plasma?
7. RELIGION: Which religion’s places of worship are called “Kingdom 
Halls”?
8. MEASUREMENTS: What is the base unit of mass in the metric 
system?
9. PSYCHOLOGY: What fear is represented in the condition called 
“neophobia”?
10. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which president began appearing on the half 
dollar coin in 1964?

Answers
1. “Crash Landing” (1958)
2. Sonoran desert
3. “In the mouth”
4. Maine
5. Germany
6. 55 percent
7. Jehovah’s Witnesses
8. The gram
9. The fear of anything new
10. John F. Kennedy
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UNITY CHURCH
Unity of Irving

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class

11:00 AM Service
& Children’s Church

Reverend Frank Pounders
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-5083

unitychurchofirving.com

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third,  75060

972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Chapel
Second and fourth Sundays

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

First Church of Christ, Scientist
2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 75061

972-253-7202
www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-0476

access code 884879
For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.
972-790-8606 

www.BeltLineChurch.com

WORSHIP

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W. Airport Freeway Irving Tx
972-255-4185

www.ppumc.org

UNITED METHODIST

The City of Irving was born at 
the corner of what is now Main 
Street and the Trinity Rail Ex-
press. Two railroad surveyors 
were sent by the Rock Island Rail-
road to survey a new rail stop in 
the year 1903. 

The wife of one of the rail-
road surveyors was a member of 
the Washington Irving Society 
(whose namesake was America’s 
first man of Letters), and she sug-
gested naming this new rail stop 
“Irving”.

Irving’s reason for existence 
begins with transportation. Our 
great City’s success over the years 
has been built on transportation. 
Whether it be the Texas Stadium 
construction on the confluence 
of the three major freeways of 
Loop 12, Highway 183, and High-
way 114 (which today we refer to 
as the Diamond Interchange of 
Walton Walker Freeway, Airport 
Freeway and John Carpenter 
Freeway) through which threads 
the NAFTA Highway of Interstate 
35 connecting Mexico to Canada; 
or the building of the Dallas Fort 

Planes, Trains, and 
Automobiles

Worth International Airport (for 
which Irving serves as a one of the 
four host cities).

Irving’s future success will con-
tinue to be based upon transpor-
tation with the modernization of 
Airport FreewayIMidtown Ex-
press and the completion of the 
Dallas Area Rapid Transit light 
rail line to terminal A at DFW Air-
port.

Irving’s downtown centers have 
evolved from its original Main 
Street location to Plymouth Park, 
the Irving Mail, and the Las Co-
linas Urban Center. Further, the 
eighty-acre tear drop at the site of 
the former Texas Stadium offers 
the possibility for a four hundred 
acre spectacular, mega down-
town.

Irving must maintain a clear 
focus on the full development of 
its transportation network rail 
component if it wishes to realize 
its full potential. I have attempt-
ed, via the following Exhibit, to 
portray how the rail corridors will 
complete Irving’s future transpor-
tation needs connectivity.

Each rail corridor offers ex-

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

panding opportunity for goods 
and services to trigger future de-
velopment like the new Verizon 
Campus we anticipate at the De-
ferred Carpenter Ranch Station 
on the DART Orange Line.

Fort Worth’s TEX Rail; the 
Cotton Belt Line; Burlington 
North Santa Fe Line; DART Or-
ange Line; DART Green Line; 
and the Trinity Rail Express, 
when completed and fully opera-
tional, will provide Irving, Texas 
with one of the most comprehen-
sive rail connectivity networks in 
any North Texas city.

In conclusion, it is not a co-
incidence that the new concrete 
panels along the updated Air-
port Freeway will portray Planes, 
Trains, and Automobiles. It is 
the essence of our heritage.

Only by maintaining our com-
mitment and focus to the rail 
component of Irving’s transpor-
tation network can we achieve 
the full measure of the Birthright 
that our pioneering ancestors be-
stowed upon our great City.

JOHN DANISH
IRVING CITY COUNCILMAN

By Matt Mungle
Synopsis: An unlikely pair venture 

to the Indonesian jungle in search of 
gold.

Review: I wish the story and char-
acters in Gold were true. At least, the 
film would have peaked my interest. 
I could blame its disjointed narra-
tive and lack of intensity on transla-
tion. But not only is it a boring story; 
it’s not even a boring true story. Ok, 
maybe I am being a bit harsh. It does 
have its moments, and the 1980’s 
setting does add some nostalgia. I 
only wanted the movie to be half as 
good as the trailer. Maybe that per-
son should have edited the film too.

Gold stars an almost unrecog-
nizable (thanks to the shaved head, 
false teeth and extra 45 pounds) 
Matthew McConaughey as prospec-
tor and businessman Kenny Wells. 
Kenny has a nose for treasure and is 
convinced that there is a pot of it in 
the Indonesian jungle. He teams up 
with a well-known geologist (Edgar 
Ramírez) to try and find it. They do 
indeed discover what looks to be the 
biggest mine in history. Sadly, find-
ing it was the easy part. Now every-
one wants a piece of the haul and a 
piece of Kenny Wells.

The trailer sells this as a fast paced 
thriller in the vein of David O. Rus-
sell. With witty characters and fast 
paced decisions. But other than 80’s 
backdrop, there is nothing memora-
ble about it. Wells is sort of a dream-
er who is always looking for the next 
big thing. McConaughey plays him 
almost like a buffoon, a guy with no 
sense of style or business who is just 
trying to gain a little notoriety. He 
wants to mingle with the big shots, 
but he is a dusty square peg in their 
fancy round hole, so you never truly 
pull for him.

MOVIE REVIEWS

All that glitters 
is not Gold

The supporting cast is well known 
and a solid contribution. Bryce Dal-
las Howard as Kenny’s longtime 
girlfriend Kay is a welcome sight, 
and one of the few characters you 
actually feel for. Toby Kebbell, Bruce 
Greenwood, Stacy Keach, Craig T. 
Nelson are just a few of the co-stars 
in this one. But sadly, none of their 
characters leave any sort memora-
ble footprint in the story. In fact, all 
of the people Kenny meets seem to 
blur around the edges. He is being 
pulled in by several corporations 
and companies that it becomes hard 
to keep up with who is who and even 
harder to care.

I read somewhere that Matthew 
claimed this was his favorite role 
he has ever done. That might be 
the case, and watching Kenny move 
about on screen you might believe 
that possible. But as an overall sto-
ry and film, it is certainly not a fa-
vorite to watch. Gold is rated R for 
language throughout and some sex-
uality/nudity. Anyone under the age 
of 21 would find this film loathsome 
and tedious. Those over that age 
may do the same but at least would 
find the content inoffensive. The 
language is a bit tiresome, but after 
a while, you sort of tune the charac-
ters out. 

I give it 2 out of 5 shoulder pads. I 
would watch the trailer again. That 
was pretty solid.

ONLINE !

You can now 
advertise with us

CALL
972-870-1992
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issues such as stem cell research, 
abortion, and what makes a person 
alive. Although the book deals with 
such heavy, often politically charged 
topics, Shusterman said the book it-
self is not political. He did not want 
to tell the reader how to feel about 
these issues, but to encourage the 
reader to look at these issues from a 
different angle.

“As long as we keep looking at 
these issues in simplistic ways, this 
side versus that side, we are doomed 
to have no solutions,” Shusterman 
said. “If we are ever going to suc-
cessfully address these issues, we 
need to rise above the politics and 
look at all of this from a random 
perspective that doesn’t divide us. I 
don’t know how to get us there, but I 
want to point it out.”

Many kids and teenagers in the 
audience went up after the question 
and answer session to have their 
copies of “Scythe” signed by Shus-
terman. Isaac Roman, a 7th grader 
at Sam Houston Middle School, is 

an avid reader. He received “Scythe” 
as a Christmas gift from his brother 
and finished the book in just under 
a week. He enjoyed how the story 
took unexpected twists and kept 
him reading. 

“It’s a real page turner,” Roman 
said. “You just keep reading it, and it 
just keeps getting better and better.”

Angie Mahalik, the librarian at 
Coppell Middle School West, had 
not read the book prior to the talk; 
however, she enjoyed listening to 
Shusterman and picked up a copy of 
the book for herself. She said the YA 
genre has seen a big boom in recent 
years and that many kids start out 
reading works like Shusterman’s. 

“I feel like the dystopian and 
fantasy genres have really kind of 
exploded in the last few years, and 
our kids are drawn to that,” Mahalik 
said. “We have a lot of students who 
feel compelled to start there first, 
and then expand to science fiction 
or other genres.”

SCYTHE
Continued from Page 1

Washington, D.C. - The Depart-
ment of Justice Office of Commu-
nity Oriented Policing Services 
(COPS Office) announced the 12 
winners of its third annual “Com-
munity Policing in Action” photo 
contest. The contest, piloted in 
2015, received widespread support 
from law enforcement for provid-
ing a platform for agencies to share 
positive interaction with commu-
nity members.

This year, the COPS Office in-
vited state, local, and tribal law 
enforcement agencies to submit 
one photo that best depicts com-
munity policing in action. Close to 
200 agencies participated through 
an office-wide selection process. 
One of the winning photo entries 
features officer Elmar Cannon, one 
of the officers injured during the 
July shooting in downtown Dallas. 
The photo selected was taken be-
fore the incident. The Dallas Area 
Rapid Transit (DART) is the only 

COPS announce photo 
contest winners

transit agency police department se-
lected. Other Texas winners include 
the Arlington and Houston Police 
Departments. 

The 12 winning photos will be 
featured on the COPS Office web-
site and social media accounts for 
one month during the 2017 calen-
dar year. In addition, the winning 
agencies will be featured in monthly 
articles in the COPS Office e-news-
letter, the Community Policing Dis-
patch. The winning and semi-final-
ist photos from this year and prior 
years can be viewed on the COPS 
Office website.

The COPS Office is a federal agen-
cy responsible for advancing com-
munity policing nationwide. Since 
1995, the COPS Office has invested 
more than $14 billion to advance 
community policing, including 
grants awarded to more than 13,000 
state, local, and tribal law enforce-
ment agencies to fund the hiring 
and redeployment of approximately 

129,000 officers and provide a vari-
ety of knowledge resource products 
including publications, training and 
technical assistance.

Source COPS Office Public Affairs

HUNT COUNTY – The SPCA of 
Texas and the Hunt County Con-
stable’s Office seized and took cus-
tody of 71 allegedly cruelly treated 
animals from a property in Hunt 
County. 

The animals include 35 roosters, 
20 hens, six chicks, six dogs and 
four eggs. The animals were trans-
ported to the SPCA of Texas’ Ani-

SPCA seize 71 allegedly 
cruelly treated animals

mal Rescue Center, Empowered by 
PetSmart Charities, where they will 
be examined by medical staff and 
cared for until a custody hearing can 
take place.

The birds were initially found 
living on the property without ac-
cess to proper food or water. The 
dogs were all tethered outside on 
the property. Two of the dogs have 

enormous tumors, and one of the 
dogs’ tumors had burst when they 
were found. The rest of the dogs are 
suffering from various health issues, 
including skin conditions.

The SPCA of Texas received a 
complaint from a concerned citizen 
regarding the animals’ conditions, 
and then an SPCA of Texas Inves-
tigator visited the property with the 
Hunt County Constable’s Office. The 
two agencies agreed it was in the an-
imals’ best interest to remove them, 
and the SPCA of Texas sought a sei-
zure on Jan. 18. 

A custody hearing took place on 
Tuesday, Jan. 24 at the Hunt County 
Criminal Justice Center with Judge 
Sheila Linden presiding. Should the 
SPCA of Texas gain final custody of 
the animals, they will be individual-
ly evaluated for placement or adop-
tion.

Source SPCA of Texas

Dallas international lawyer Gabriela Smith visited the Newcomer Academy as part of the Role Model Speaker 
Series to inspire students to achieve their dreams. 

An immigrant from South America, Smith talked with the students about the many obstacles she faced in order 
to accomplish her goal of becoming a lawyer in the United States. Hers was a message of encouragement for the 
newcomer students to let them know that everything is possible with hard work.

SOURCE Irving ISD

Newcomer Academy hosts
Role Model Speaker Series

This photo of Dallas officer Elmar Cannon, one of the officers injured during the downtown Dallas shooting in July, was one of 12 
winning photos in a nationwide Community Policing in Action photo contest. / Courtesy Photo

Reading from his new novel "Scythe" at Valley Ranch Library, author Neal Shusterman 
encourages youngsters to take an interest in literature. / Photo by Ariel Graham


