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By Joe Snell
Jim Kearney, a retired New 

York City firefighter, stood in 
front of a crowd at the AMC 
Starplex Irving on Saturday, 
Feb. 4. He was part of a large 
group that had just watched 
the Dallas/Ft. Worth premiere 
of the feature-length docu-
mentary Apparition Hill, a film 
that follows seven strangers 
on a trip to the famous spiritu-
al location of Medjugorje.

“I’ve been there a number 
of times,” Kearney said during 
a question and answer session 
that followed the screening. 
“Being here watching this, 
I’m so glad I got to bring my 
step-daughter and niece here, 
because it’s almost like bring-
ing them to Medjugorje. It real-
ly brought it here, and I thank 
you so much.”

Jim’s sentiment echoed 
many of the audience mem-
bers’ comments. Those who 
had visited the village felt 
transported there once again 
in the theater. The screen-
ing was brought to Dallas by 
Siobhain Bierschenk, who 

By Matthew Pedersen
The University of Dallas 

continued a decade old tradi-
tion with its Regional Ceram-
ic Competition, displaying 
some of the finest examples 
of ceramic art created by Tex-
an artists. The competition, 
which took place the evening 
of Feb. 13 in UD’s Beatrice M. 
Haggerty Art Gallery, brought 
a wide range of diverse piec-
es, which showed the variety 
of techniques and influences 
ceramic artists use. 

Dan Hammett, a Profes-
sor at the University of Dal-
las, explained that the event 
was created to give artists of 
the region an opportunity to 
present their work in a public 
forum. 

“About ten years ago or 
so, I was looking around for 
possibilities for students, and 

By Joe Snell
Stylish suits and formal 

gowns graced the Irving High 
School red carpet at the 17th 
annual Academy Awards-
styled ICE (Irving Celebra-
tion of Excellence) Awards on 
Thursday, Feb. 16.

The ceremony, which 
promotes and rewards the 
achievements by Irving ISD’s 
programs, students, and 
staff, kicked off with remarks 
from Irving ISD Associate 
Superintendent of Academic 
Services, Adam Grinage.

“The whole reason we’re 
doing this is because we have 
so many kids who do things 
that go above and beyond 
what they do in their class-
rooms,” Grinage said. “It’s 
our opportunity to say, ‘con-
gratulations, you’re doing a 
great job.’ It’s a way to mo-
tivate kids. It’s also a way to 
inspire kids and teachers.”

Jose L. Parra, Irving ISD 
Superintendent of Schools, 
welcomed nominees and 
their guests, and highlighted 
the significance of showcas-
ing outstanding achieve-
ments.

“Tonight you will see a 
snapshot of the incredible 

By Vaughn-zel Lloyd 
Women from across the 

Dallas-Fort Worth area gath-
ered Monday night, Feb. 13, 
to view a documentary as well 
as to meet the queen of ro-
mance fiction and New York 
Times bestselling author, El-
oisa James. 

“I’ve read all of Eloisa 
James’ novels,” Daphne 
Wood said. “I’ve been reading 
them for 10 or 15 years. I was 
so excited to see her, because 
this was her only stop in Ir-
ving.”

Roughly 40 people 
watched the documentary 
Love Between the Covers, 
while enjoying refreshments 
provided before James ar-
rived at Irving’s Valley Ranch 
Library and opened up the 
floor for questions. 

“Our decision to have it at 

Irving ISD rolls out red carpet for ICE Awards
success happening in Irving 
ISD schools every day,” Par-
ra said. “The achievements 
we celebrate this evening are 
the result of all of us com-
ing together, united as Team 

Irving. We work as a team 
when our administrators, 
teachers, parents, students, 
and community members 
come together with a focus 
on student achievement. It’s 

amazing what we can accom-
plish.”

Before ICE nominees were 
announced, nine students 
across the school district were 
recognized for perfect atten-

dance, including three (Derek 
Adonay Escobar and Carlos 
Vidal Estevis from Nimitz 
High School and Farishah 
Nahrin from Singley Acade-
my) who have not missed a 
day of school in 14 years.

The month-long nomina-
tion process for ICE nomi-
nees began in October, when 
teachers and school admin-
istrators were encouraged 
to highlight outstanding 
students, teachers, and pro-
grams.

A seven member volunteer 
selection committee, cho-
sen by the board of trustees, 
serves a two year term as 
half the committee rotates 
every year while the remain-
ing group stays on. The com-
mittee reviews nominees in 
November and this year they 

reviewed over 231 nomina-
tions.

“Typically [in a selection 
committee member], we 
look for somebody who’s 
really passionate about our 
community, who really is 
interested in supporting 
our schools, which we’re 
very fortunate because all 
of them are,” Grinage said. 
“It just so happens that this 
year, six of the seven are for-
mer educators. Although it’s 
not necessarily a criteria, it 
definitely helps.”

Catherine Whiteman, 
Irving Community Televi-
sion Network personality, 
followed the perfect atten-
dance recognition with the 
ICE introductions. Seven 

Ceramics competition 
presents awe inspiring art

there were no shows that stu-
dents could enter,” Hammett 
said. “Virtually all the shows 
that were previously estab-
lished had just gone away. At 
that point, I decided that it 
would be a good communi-
ty contribution for both the 
students of the University of 
Dallas and myself to try and 
find a way to do a show that 
would feature the artists in 
our region.”

While each piece was 
unique, only two artists could 
win the coveted Best of Show 

award. These winners were 
Carol Cook and Paul McCoy. 
Paul McCoy, a Professor of 
Art at Baylor University in 
Waco, spoke about his work 
“Tryptich”.

“That piece is a group of 
three vases,” McCoy said. 
“They’re very simple forms 
in and of themselves. They 
were formed on the potter’s 
wheel. When the clay got stiff, 
the sides were faceted. Then 
I used a liquid clay, what we 
call a slip, to gradually build 
up the textures on those 

raised surfaces. Then they 
were woodfired in a wood 
kiln for 20 to 24 hours with 
continuous stoking.

“The color variations on 
those pieces are the result of 
ash coming off the burning 
wood and floating through 

Queen of romance 
fiction visits library

Valley Ranch was made be-
cause [the library] has a large 
contingent of romance read-
ers based on the checkout of 
books,” Programming Di-
rector Carla Morgan said. “A 
couple of the staff people are 
real romance readers, so we 
came out here to have some 
fun.”

Amy Gilman said the doc-
umentary proved to be very 
informative and eye-opening. 

“I really liked the docu-
mentary,” Gilman said. “I 
thought it did a good job of 
showing romance is not just a 
sub-genre. There’s also fem-
inism in romance that is for 
all types of women readers. 
If you are a woman there’s 
a genre for you. I liked that 
about the documentary; and I 
think Eloisa is hilarious. She 

Apparition Hill 
brings Medjugorje 
to audiences

learned of the film through her 
daughter and felt compelled to 
take her family to see it.

“We all came out blown 
away,” Bierschenk said. “If my 
husband liked it, I liked it, and 
my 14-year-old son liked it, I 
knew it was good. But I didn’t 
initially think I would bring it 
here. I just kept hoping some-
one would and hoping some-
one would.”

It was through a Facebook 
post that someone encouraged 
her to set up the Dallas screen-
ing. She hoped that audienc-
es here would take away the 
same feeling she felt when first 
watching.

“I felt [when watching the 
film that] I had become a part 
of their lives. I just felt like I 
had gotten to know them in 
ways you don’t get to know 
people in ordinary life,” Bier-
schenk said.

The participants in the 
documentary were selected 
based on video entries in a 
contest that began in February 

Students collect a prize at the 17th annual Irving ICE Awards, a celebration showcasing achievements by 
students, teachers, and administrators in the Irving ISD. / Photo by Joe Snell
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By Vaughn-zel Lloyd
A crowd of roughly 200 people 

attended the annual Black History 
Program at the Irving Arts Center 
to celebrate the story of Claudette 
Coleman on Sunday afternoon, Feb. 
19. 

“Today was an observance for the 
city of Irving’s African American 
program in partnership with the 
Irving Black Arts Council, with this 
month featuring ‘Take The Bus,’” 
president of Irving Black Arts Coun-
cil Lanita Johnson said. “It was a 
theatrical performance highlighting 
the efforts of Claudette Colvin.”

People packed into the Irving Arts 
Center’s Dupree Theater to enjoy 

Black History 
Program recalls 
Montgomery Boycott

the DVA Production spearheaded 
by Sheron Keaton. Put together in 
four weeks, the performance told 
the story of Claudette Coleman, who 
refused to give up her seat on the bus 
before Rosa Parks’ famous incident. 

“It was a theatrical performance 
dealing with the young lady Clau-
dette Coleman. About nine months 
prior to Rosa Parks being put off the 
bus, the teenager [Claudette] was 
put off the bus,” event coordinator 
Jeraline Miller said. 

Lead actor D’Lisa Hass felt com-
pelled to be a part of the perfor-
mance and share Coleman’s story. 

“Not a lot of people know about 
Coleman,” Hass said. “In fact, I actu-

ally didn’t know who she was before 
I was asked to do this. So I feel like 
it was very informative, and I was 
so honored and proud to be able to 

portray her.
“Everything that we now have 

going on, and Black History Month, 
and also with our newly elected 
president, and the many injustices 
that African Americans experience, 
I felt it was so necessary and really 
befitting. It was just a reminder that 
we have proved throughout times 
that African Americans endure 
some of the worst and hardest trying 
times, but the most important mes-
sage is that we have always survived. 
We have fought and we have fought, 
and we always came out on top and 
we’re still fighting. I felt like it was 
very important and very necessary 
to tell this story at this particular 
time to give us hope and continue to 
show us who we are and where we 
come from, for us to fight.”

Fredie Sweat said she found the 
performance to be eye-opening. 

“It was new to me,” Sweat said. “I 
thought Rosa Parks was it. I didn’t 
know anybody else or that there was 
a younger child that was only 15 that 
took a stand and was innocent; that 
I never knew.  

“She proved her innocence and 
stood by what she meant in her 

heart. I’m 60 years old and still felt 
like it was educational and informed 
many of us in the room about things 
we never knew about and brought 
up a time in the past.”

The Montgomery Bus Boycott 
lasted for more than a year and 
eventually ended when the Supreme 
Court ordered the bus system of 
Montgomery, Ala. to become inte-
grated. The boycott organizers had 
originally hoped to rally their pro-
tests around Ms. Coleman, who was 
15 years old in 1955. However, when 
it was discovered she was preg-
nant, given the sensibilities at the 
time, organizers decided to wait for 
a more suitable representative for 
their protest; which turned out to be 
Ms. Parks.

The Irving Black Arts Council 
also took time to recognize Dorothy 
Height, who was honored with a 
Forever Stamp by Post Master Rod-
ney Malone.

“We unveiled the heritage stamp 
with the United States Postal Ser-
vice,” Latina Johnson said. “Each 
year the United States honors an Af-
rican American with its own postage 
stamp.”

Performers celebrate the story of Claudette Coleman at the Irving Arts Center as part of an annual Black History Month program. 
/  Photo by Vaughn-zel Lloyd



Page 3February 25, 2017972-870-1992  Rambler Newspapers

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Irving Schools Perform at the 
Meyerson 
February 25
Irving High’s band, choir, and orchestra will 
host a day of free concerts at the Morton H. 
Meyerson Symphony Center in Dallas’ his-
toric Arts District. The performance schedule 
is as follows: Crockett at 10 a.m., de Zavala 
at 11:15 a.m., Austin at 12:30 p.m. and the 
grand finale with Irving High and the Irving All-
City Children’s Choir at 3 p.m. The event will 
take place at Morton H. Meyerson Symphony 
Center (2301 Flora Street, Dallas, TX 75201) 
and is free and open to the public. 

North Texas Teen Book Festival
March 4, 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
More than 10,000 students, parents and 
educators are expected to pack the Irving 
Convention Center at Las Colinas for the 
massive event. Part of the festival’s keynote 
panel of authors is R.L. Stine, the author of“-
Goosebumps,” the acclaimed series known 
all over the world. Also among the authors 
set to attend, Chris Grabenstein“Welcome to 
Wonderland” series, Jason Reynolds “Ghost” 
and Maggie Stiefvater“Raven Cycle” series.

EVENT HALL RENTALS
IRVING ELKS LODGE #2334

2015 N. BRITAIN RD., IRVING, TX 75061
PLEASE CALL (972) 579-0005
FOR MORE INFORMATION.

SEATING FOR UP TO 230 PEOPLE, FULL SERVICE BAR.

By Vaughn-zel Lloyd
Around 160 people attended an 

artist reception featuring four artists 
from the Dallas-Fort Worth Area, 
including: Larry Alexander, Ther-
lee Gipson, Walter Land and Don 
O’Bannon. The artists came togeth-
er to depict and celebrate African 
American individuals, history and 
culture in a variety of media includ-
ing paintings, drawings, cut paper 
compositions and mixed media. 

“We work with the Irving Black 
Arts Council and help them out with 
an exhibition, which features local 
artists and celebrates Black Histo-
ry Month,” Director of Exhibitions, 
Marcie Inman, said.

The president of the Black Arts 
Council LaNita Johnson made 
opening remarks and welcomed 
guests and she gave the four artists 
a chance to come to the podium and 
speak to the patrons. “[It’s] always 
nice to put a face to the artist and 
let them talk a little bit about them-
selves and about their artwork,” In-
man said.

The artist reception event took 

Art reflects experience of Black America
place on Saturday, Feb. 4, but the 
exhibit will stay open through Feb. 
26. 

“I love these paintings and all 
the art work,” Freddie Sweat said. 
“I would encourage everybody to 
see [this exhibit]. Black art is sig-
nificant, and it does have a place in 
museums.”

“People come in for concerts, 
plays, and free art activities,” Inman 
said. “There are a lot of activities 
and a lot of people who come to the 
center. Audiences come for differ-
ent reasons. “One thing that’s really 
great about the gallery is they are 
open during regular gallery hours, 
but they are also open during the 
evenings when we have things in the 
theaters. People who come for a play 
or a concert can also go to a gallery 
to see art work.”

Inman added that having visual 
and performing arts in the same fa-
cility is very beneficial because peo-
ple get to see everything the Irving 
Arts Center has to offer. 

“There is a great marriage of visu-
al and performing arts,” Inman said. 

“Our programs vary. I really think 
there’s something for anyone in the 
community to respond to or that can 

open their eyes if they are not famil-
iar with an art form or an artist. It is 
a great community resource for the 

center of Irving and the North Texas 
area.”

Half of churches do not have a plan 
for helping domestic violence victims

DALLAS — A new study commis-
sioned by Autumn Miles, a Chris-
tian author, speaker, and survivor 
of spousal abuse, shows that half 
of churches do not have a plan to 
help victims of domestic violence. 
The study, conducted by LifeWay 
Research, reveals that while Prot-
estant pastors want to be helpful to 
victims, many are unprepared to 
handle urgent cases of abuse. 

According to the study, 87 percent 
of pastors agree with the statement 
“a person experiencing domestic vi-
olence would find our church to be a 
safe haven.” However, only 50 per-
cent actually have resources in place 
for abuse victims. 

“As a survivor of domestic vio-

lence, I know that it is vital to act 
swiftly and efficiently when aiding 
victims,” Miles said. “When church-
es are unprepared, situations can be 
mishandled, much like mine was.” 

Miles married her high school 
sweetheart at a young age, but the 
marriage soon turned physically, 
emotionally and mentally abusive. 
After years of keeping quiet about 
the abuse, Miles finally gained the 
courage to speak up and file for di-
vorce. However, when she shared 
about the abuse with her local 
church, many of its leaders did not 
believe her story.

“I was called before church dis-
cipline for filing for divorce from 
the man who was abusing me ev-
ery day,” Miles said. “Because the 
elders did not have a process for 
dealing with claims of abuse, I had 
to remove my membership from the 
church in which I had grown up.” 

Miles hopes the results of the 
study will show pastors the weak 
spots in their own church’s pre-
paredness for instances of domes-

tic violence. She is also providing 
resources to help leaders develop a 
plan. 

“Church leaders should invest 
time in developing relationships 
with shelters, counselors and law 
enforcement before a victim of do-
mestic violence comes forward,” 
Miles said. “That investment could 
save lives in an instance of severe 
abuse. Also, when victims see that 
you are prepared to help them, they 
are more likely to come forward.” 

Miles also encourages victims of 
domestic violence who may have 
been mistreated by the church in the 
past to practice forgiveness. 

“Domestic violence is a topic 
church leaders are still learning 
about, but this study shows they 
want their churches to be a safe 
place for victims,” Miles said. “It’s 
important victims forgive those who 
mistreated them, and advocate to 
make faith communities a refuge for 
those suffering abuse.” 

SOURCE The Blush Network 

COLLEGE STATION, Texas — 
Firefighters are exposed to a range 
of potentially traumatic stressors 
in their jobs, and many cope per-
fectly fine. However, a not-insig-
nificant percentage of them devel-
op post-traumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD) and Texas A&M research-
ers are trying to figure out why and 
what they can do to help.

Suzy Gulliver, PhD, a licensed 
clinical psychologist at Baylor Scott 
& White Health and a professor at 
the Texas A&M College of Medicine, 
has been both researching and pro-
viding clinical care for firefighters 
for nearly two decades. 

“Although some studies suggest 
that firefighters are at increased risk 
for mental health problems, others 
suggest unusual resilience,” Gulliv-
er said. “We want to find out more 
about the reactions of these workers 
with immediate occupational expo-
sure to trauma.”

Gulliver sees the full range of re-
actions, with firefighters coping with 
the same trauma in different ways, 
some better than others. 

“Some of them are staying quite 
healthy, some are experiencing 
symptoms and coming out of it 
and some displaying a full case of 
PTSD and not coming out of it,” she 

Texas A&M explores what firefighters 
can reveal about PTSD risk

said. “Luckily, that last group is the 
smallest.” She estimates that about 
22 percent of firefighters will expe-
rience PTSD at some point in their 
careers.

For many firefighters, though, 
their working life has included other 
potentially traumatic experiences. 

“Many firefighters are American 
military veterans,” Gulliver said. 
“Understanding that someone who 
is on their second or third high risk 
occupation is something we should 
think about as a society.”

One thing that might help pro-
tect firefighters from post-traumatic 
stress is that they are in fairly stable 
working groups, sometimes staying 
together for 20 years or more, from 
training through retirement. They 
live together at the station during 
their 24- to 48-hour shifts and often 
form close bonds. 

“Peer support is incredibly im-
portant,” Gulliver said.

In fact, it is when there is a mean-
ingful decline in the camaraderie of 
a unit that Gulliver becomes con-
cerned. 

“It’s the social isolation, com-
bined with self-blame, that puts 
people at real risk,” she said. “On the 
other hand, we can train firefighters 
to be able to identify fellow firefight-

ers in distress and connect them to 
care, and this approach has worked 
very well.” Observed changes in a 
firefighter’s temperament, health 
behaviors, and job performance can 
alert a concerned firefighter about 
a mental health issue in a peer. For 
instance, the firefighter who used to 
be easy going, a daily runner and al-
ways punctual who is now quiet and 
withdrawn, sedentary and late for 
shift change should prompt fellow 
firefighters to check in with him or 
her.

This kind of intervention may be 
especially important when a station 
encountered a certain threshold of 
suicides. Even responding to calls in 
which a stranger has committed sui-
cide can put firefighters at increased 
risk of PTSD or of attempting sui-
cide themselves.

Gulliver believes that what she’s 
learning about firefighters coping 
with trauma can have broader im-
plications. 

“They run into burning build-
ings, which is pretty incredible, and 
make a contribution above and be-
yond, so we need to do what we can 
to help them,” Gulliver said. “But if 
this work is replicated, it will inform 
how all of us deal with trauma.”

SOURCE Texas A&M University Health 
Science Center

 AUSTIN, Texas -- Texas home 
sales volume and home prices 
reached all-time highs for the sec-
ond year in a row in 2016, according 
to the 2016 Texas Real Estate Year 
in Review Report released Feb. 21 
by the Texas Association of Realtors.

“Strong gains in end-of-year 
home sales activity were a key fac-
tor in making 2016 another record 
year for Texas real estate,” said Vic-
ki Fullerton, chairman of the Texas 
Association of Realtors. “Last year’s 
record home sales activity was fu-
eled by the momentum of multiple 
years’ strong job and population 
growth across the state, despite the 
fact that Texas job and economic 
growth began to slow in 2016.”

Texas home prices rose steadi-
ly throughout last year, with the 
median price in 2016 increasing 
7.7 percent from the year prior, 
to $210,000. Over the same time-
frame, Texas also experienced con-
tinued growth in home sales vol-
ume, which increased 4.6 percent to 
324,924 homes sold in 2016.

“The 2017 Texas housing market 
is projected to keep pace with last 
year’s strong levels, but it may be 
difficult to match 2016 levels due 
to current housing supply levels,” 

Jim Gaines, Ph.D., chief economist 
with the Real Estate Center at Texas 
A&M University, said. “Household 
incomes are rising at a dispropor-
tionally low rate than home prices, 
creating housing affordability chal-
lenges across the state. In housing 
development, labor shortages and 
regulatory barriers are slowing con-
struction and in turn, driving up 
new home prices.”

The state’s low housing inventory 
level remained consistent with the 
prior year, ending at 3.3 months of 
inventory in December 2016. Ac-
cording to the Real Estate Center 
at Texas A&M University, a mar-
ket balanced between supply and 
demand has between 6.0 and 6.5 
months of inventory.

Texas homes also continued to 
spend approximately the same 
length of time on the market in 
2016, an average of 58 days, and ac-
tive listings increased 10.8 percent 
from 2015 to 2016.

“Rising home prices and sky-
rocketing property taxes are driving 
up the cost of homeownership at 
an alarming rate,” Fullerton said. 
“Growth in property values makes 
homeownership a strong invest-
ment, but must be balanced by 

lower tax rates so that Texans are 
not being forced out of their homes. 
The Texas Association of Realtors 
urges state legislators to pass leg-
islation that ensures an honest and 
transparent conversation occurs at 
the local level if more tax revenue is 
needed and gives property owners 
the right to decide when their tax 
rates should be raised.” 

SOURCE Texas Association of Realtors

Texas home sales, prices set annual 
records for second year in a row
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DALLAS COUNTY UTILITY AND RECLAMATION DISTRICT 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER DESIGNATION  
OF AN AREA AS REINVESTMENT ZONE #42 PURSUANT TO  

TEXAS TAX CODE, CHAPTER 312, AND OTHER RELEVANT STATUTES. 

The Board of Directors of Dallas County Utility and Reclamation District does hereby give notice that a public hearing will be considered 
on the 15th day of March, 2017, at 8:30 a.m. o'clock at the following location: 

850 E. Las Colinas Blvd.  
Irving, TX 75039 

for the purpose of considering the designation of the hereinafter described property as Reinvestment Zone #42 pursuant to the Texas 
Tax Code, Chapter 312 and other relevant statutes: 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION, 17,663 square foot (0.405 acre) tract of land situated in the McKinney & Williams Survey, Abstract No. 1056, Dallas County, Texas; said tract being 
part of Lot 2, Bloc!< A, Irving Convention Center Addition, an addition to the City of Irving according to the plat recorded in Instrument No. 20080313272 of the Official Public 
Records of Dallas County, Texas; said 17,663 square foot tract being more particularly descdbed as follows: 
COMMENCING, at a 11+11 cut in concrete found in the east right-of. .. way line of S.H. No. 114 (a variable wi.dth right-of-way); said point being the northwest corner.
of said Lot 2; from said point a 1/2-inch iron rod with ''PACHECO KOCH" cap found bears North 89 degrees, 53 minutes, 34 seconds East, a distance of 406,34 feet; 
THENCE, South 04 degrees, 12 minutes, 65 seconds East, departing the said east line of S.H. No. 114, a distance of 280.86 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING; 
THENCE, North 55 degrees, 44 minutes, 04 seconds East, a distance of 188.01 feet to a point for corner; 
THENCE, North 13 degrees, 36 minutes, 46 seconds East, a distance of 35.40 feet to a point at the beginning of a hon-tangent curve to the right; 
THENCE, along said curve to the right, having a central angle of 50 degrees, 52 111inutes, 16 seconds, a radius of 29.50 feet; a chord bearing and distance of South 11 
degrees, 29 minutes, 23 seconds East, 25.34 feet, ah arc distance of 26.19 feet, to a point at the end of said curve; 
THENCE, South 13 degrees, 56 minutes, 44 seconds West, a distance of 169.75 feet to a point at the beginning of a tangent curve to the right; 
THENCE, along said curve to the right, having a central angle of 76 degrees, 03 minutes, 16 seconds, a radius of 29.50 feet, ;;l chord bearing and distance of South 51 
degrees, 58 minutes, 22 seconds West; 36.35 feet, ari arc distance of 39.16 feet, to a point at the end of safd curve; 
THENCE, Due West, a distance of 100.80 feet to a point for corner; 
THENCE, North 00 degrees, 15 minutes, 59 seconds West, a distance of 12.71 feet to a point for corner; 
THENCE, North 01 degrees, 35 minutes, 39 seconds East, a distance of 59.03 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING;
CONTAINING: 17,663 square feet, 0.405 acres of land, more or less.
 
The Board of Directors, at the same meeting, will consider entering into a Tax Abatement Agreement with Provident Group-Irving Prop-
erties, LLC. 

At the hearing, all interested persons shall be entitled to speak and present evidence for or against the designation. 

Any party desiring additional information relative to the hearing may contact Kenneth R. Heffley, Tax Collector for Dallas County Utility 
and Reclamation District at 972-556-0625, ext, 225.

Executed this February 23, 2017
Kenneth R. Heffley - Tax Collector
Dallas County Utility and Reclamation District

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-9913
ZONING CASE NO. ZC16-0089

ZONING CLASSIFICATION - 
S-P-2

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 
NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE 
ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY 
OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A 
ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF 
LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF 
LAND OUT OF THE HIS MASTERPLAN 
ADDITION AND LOCATED AT 1901 
NORTH MACARTHUR BOULEVARD, 
MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY 
DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED 
HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN 
THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM 
C-O COMMERCIAL OFFICE DISTRICT 
USE UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS 
AMENDED AND FROM S-P-2 SITE PLAN 
DISTRICT USE FOR C-O USES UNDER 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED, 
TO S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR 
C-O USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, 
AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN 
ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART 
HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL 
CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS 
RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING 
THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED 
TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING 
ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING 
ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT 
THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE 
PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND 
GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING 
THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT 
REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE 
ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES 
OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING 
A SEVERABIL ITY CLAUSE;  AND 
PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE 2017-9914
ZONING CASE NO. ZC16-0097

ZONING CLASSIFICATION – R-6

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 
NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE 
ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF 
IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING 
CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND 
DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT 
OF THE SENTER SQUARE ADDITION 
AND LOCATED AT 1923 SENTER ROAD, 
MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY 
DESCRIBED IN THE BODY OF THIS 
ORDINANCE; ORDERING A CHANGE IN 
THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM 
S-P-1 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR 
GASOLINE SERVICE STATION USES 
UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS 
AMENDED TO R-6 SINGLE FAMILY 
DISTRICT USE UNDER ORDINANCE 
NO. 1144; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL 
ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE 
NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER 
PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; 
DETERMINING THAT THE PUBLIC 
INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL 
WELFARE DEMAND A ZONING CHANGE 
AND AMENDMENT HEREIN MADE; 
PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE 
DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS 
OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT 
IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; 
PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; 
AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY 
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF IRVING, 
TEXAS, on February 16, 2017.

BETH VAN DUYNE, MAYOR

ATTEST:
Shanae Jennings, City Secretary

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
Kuruvilla Oommen, City Attorney

USMD announces the resignation of Cynthia 
Mace-Motta, D.O., effective March 31, 2017, 
after which time she will no longer see patients 
as part of USMD. USMD will contact patients 
who have appointments scheduled with Dr. 
Mace-Motta after March 31 to make alternate 
arrangements. Please call the Las Colinas 
MacArthur OB/GYN Clinic at 972.401.1563 with 
any questions.

Multiple Open Positions at Multiple Levels at In-
folob Solutions, Inc.:

Bachelor’s/equiv.: Oracle DBA III (OD-
BAIII16):  Configuration, backup and recovery in 
Oracle Database

Master’s / Bachelor’s + 5 yrs/equiv.: Oracle 
Apps Developer (IOAD16): Oracle E-Busi-
ness Suite, PL/SQL, TOAD, SQL, Oracle 
Financials, Unix, HTML, .Net. Oracle SOA 
Developer (IOSOAD16):Oracle SOA, SQL, 
C, C++, PL/SQL, Weblogic, Apache.    Oracle 
DBA (ODBA16):  Explain Plan, TKPROF and 
Statspack, Sun Solaris, Shell Scripting, Oracle, 
PL/SQL.

Master’s + 2yrs/ Bachelor’s + 5 yrs/equiv.: Sr. 
Oracle DBA (SRODBA16): Explain Plan, TK-
PROF and Statspack, Sun Solaris, Shell Script-
ing, Oracle, PL/SQL.

Mail resume with Job ID to: HR, 909 Lake Caro-
lyn Parkway, STE 120, Irving, TX 75039.  Travel 
to unanticipated worksites throughout U.S. For-
eign equivalency accepted.

Serendebyte Inc. seeks a Vice President – Tech-
nology to work at Irving, TX and Burlington, MA 
to Design Business Process solutions for clients 
using Pega Platform and Business Process 
Management. Builds IT Architecture in tandem 
with enterprise architects working for the client. 
Lead development team consisting on senior 
and junior developer to implement the solution. 
Design following the Architecture guidelines 
that were established. Ensure on-time delivery 
of quality product for both external clients and 
internal software solutions that is built within 
company. Tools required Pega Rules Process 
Commander, Open Span, BluePrism. Skills re-
quired Process Automation. Bachelor’s Degree 
& 7 years of exp. required. The company will ac-
cept foreign degree equivalency. Travel to vari-
ous unanticipated locations throughout the U.S. 
required. Apply to Serendebyte Inc. at 300 East 
Royal Lane, Ste. 127, Irving, TX 75039

Michaels Stores, Inc. seeks Identity and Access 
Management Administrator Irving, TX to provide 
Level 3 engineering support for the Michaels 
Identity Access Management (IAM) infrastruc-
ture. Requires: Bachelor’s degree or foreign 
degree equivalent in comp. sc., eng., telecoms. 
or related field plus 7 years of experience engi-
neering, deploying, maintaining, and supporting 
Identity and Access Management technologies. 
Mail resume to: Michaels Stores, Inc., Attn: An-
gela Stone, 8000 Bent Branch, Irving, TX 75063. 
Reference Job Code: IAMAGC.

MacArthur High School Princi-
pal Dan Cummings (left) and head 
counselor Julie Soberanis (right) 
present senior Henry Hernandez 
with a certificate recognizing him 
as a finalist in the Texas Prudential 
Spirit of Community Award. 

After witnessing abject poverty, 

MacArthur 
student qualifies 
for state award

Henry was moved to help. Working 
with his parents, local businesses, 
his youth pastor and youth group, 
he launched Project Sheltering Je-
sus and has provided food and sup-
port for more than 100 homeless 
people. 

SOURCE Irving ISD

HOUSTON -- UPS recently an-
nounced that 124 elite drivers from 
Texas are among 1,575 newly in-
ducted worldwide into the Circle of 
Honor, an honorary organization 
for UPS drivers who have achieved 
25 or more years of accident-free 
driving.  

Texas boasts 767 active Circle 
of Honor drivers with a combined 
21,834 years of accident-free driv-
ing. Alfredo Luna of Pearland is the 
state’s senior-most safe driver, with 
44 years of accident-free driving 
under his belt. There are 5,786 full-
time UPS drivers in Texas. 

Globally, 9,349 active UPS driv-
ers are members of the Circle of 
Honor. Collectively they’ve racked 
up 266,554 years and nearly 14 bil-
lion safe miles during their careers. 
That’s enough miles to travel to 
the moon and back almost 29,000 
times.

UPS honors Texas 
drivers for 25 years 
of safe driving

“My thanks go to all of them for 
their dedication and focus and for 
the countless lives they’ve saved,” 
said Craig Wiltz, president, UPS 
Red River District. “Their attention 
to detail has kept them safe and has 
helped improve public safety.”

Globally, the most seasoned UPS 
Circle of Honor driver is Thomas 
Camp of Livonia, Mich., with 54 
years of driving without an acci-
dent. Ronald McKnight of Bronx, 
N.Y., is next in line with 48 years of 
safe driving. Ninety-one others have 
logged at least 40 years without an 
accident.

Local Circle of Honor drivers in-
clude Ralph Dumas of Grand Prai-
rie and Lonnie Lopez of Irving. 

UPS’s 102,000 drivers are among 
the safest on the roads, logging 
more than 3 billion miles a year and 
delivering nearly 5 billion packages 
annually. 

SOURCE UPS

ICE AWARDS
Continued from Page 1

categories were presented across el-
ementary, middle, and high school 
divisions for a total of 21 awards in-
cluding: humanities, math/science, 
fine arts, physical education/athlet-
ics, community service/citizenship, 
special campus/district, and parent 
involvement activities. The crite-
ria the selection committee looked 
at included how the kids and com-
munity were impacted, the level of 
creativity, and how much time went 
into the organization and execution 
of the event.

The evening culminated in ‘The’ 
ICE Award, an honor that highlights 
the best in show. The winner also re-
ceived $5,000 plus a lunch catered 
by Chick-fil-A. This year the award 
went to Irving ISD’s de Zavala Mid-
dle School for organizing a Hispanic 
Heritage Month. The event rallied 
parents, students, and teachers to 
make projects about historical fig-
ures, bring in historical food, and 
increase a sense of Hispanic culture. 

“What we wanted to do was cele-
brate the culture of the whole entire 
month,” said Anika Horgan, Prin-
cipal of de Zavala Middle School. 
“[This allows] people to see how 
wonderful our kids are and how 
wonderful our staff is and the great 
things the kids are learning and do-
ing, which is our next generation of 
society. I’m still speechless, because 
it means so much and it speaks to 
the hard work our kids are doing.”

“It means that we’re doing our 

job as a school in the community,” 
said Eddie Robles, an Administra-
tive Liaison at de Zavala. Robles ini-
tially approached Horgan with the 
Hispanic Heritage Month idea and 
started working with teachers and 

parents to make the project a reality. 
“We’re bringing in people, and we’re 
making them part of the school cul-
ture and the campus. They feel wel-
comed to come into the school, and 
their voice matters.”

TECHNICAL LEAD (QA) - Irving TX: Perform 
testing on Set Top boxes and Ad Insertion. 
Create, Transcode and Insert New Targeted 
Ads, Prepare, Execute TCs for New Services for 
IPTV Ads, Maintenance. Verify Ad Verification 
Reports. Apply to VS SOLUTIONS INC at hr@
vssolutions.com

EMPLOYMENT
MacArthur High School senior Henry Hernandez is recognized as a finalist in the Texas 
Prudential Spirit of Community Award. / Courtesy Photo

de Zavala Middle School won the best in show ICE Award at the Irving Celebration of Excellence with their winning project, National 
Hispanic Heritage Month Celebration. / Courtesy Photo
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Vinne
What's up? I'm Vinny, and I'm about 3 years old. I'm a Labrador Retriever mix. I definitely have a 
beautiful soft coat, and happy personality of a retriever. I do love to play. But I also like to crawl up in 
a lap and chill. I know some commands, and if you come visit, you will see that I'm eager to please. I 
love meeting new people, and cannot wait to have a new family of my own. So if you are looking for 
one sweet boy, who has lots of energy and potential, let's meet.

Will
Hi my name is WILL !. I am a big, 1 year old neutered male. I am a 
very handsome brown and white tabby. I know everyone likes the 
babies, BUT with me you can see exactly what you are getting. I 
love to play and be petted on. Please come visit me and I promise 
I will charm "you with my hunk of burning love!" 

DEATH NOTICES

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home - 972-579-1313

Roy L. Haveron - Jan. 22, 1928 – Feb. 14, 2017
Ronald Hula - Nov. 21, 1938 – Feb. 15, 2017
Sue Peters - Apr. 24, 1930 – Feb. 16, 2017
Wilma Edwards - Sep. 5, 1924 – Feb. 13, 2017

(972) 870-1992 
laurier@ramblernewspapers.netOBITUARIES

Joe Marshall Morgan, Age 91, 
died Wednesday, February 15, 
2017. He was born in Dallas, Texas 
to Daniel and Ruby (Bartlett) Mor-
gan on July 16, 1925. Joe served in 
the U.S. Navy during World War II. 
During a brief time of his service he 
also served and assisted the United 
States Marine Corp. He earned a 
World War II Victory Medal, Ameri-
can Campaign Medal, Asiatic-Pacific 
Campaign Medal and the Philippine 
Liberation Campaign Ribbon. He 
is preceded in death by his parents. 

Left to cherish his memory is his 
wife of 66 years, Doris “Catie” Mor-
gan; son Joe Morgan and wife Lin-
da; along with numerous extended 
family and friends. A visitation was 
held between 6:00 and 8:00 pm Fri-
day, February 17, 2017 at Brown’s 
Memorial Funeral Home. A funeral 
service was held at 11:00 am Sat-
urday, February 18, 2017 at First 
Christian Church in Irving with in-
terment following at 2:00 pm at Al-
len Cemetery in Allen, Texas.

James Brandenburg, age 90, 
passed from this life on February 
19, 2017, doing what he loved best, 
attending Sunday School Class at 
First Baptist Church in San Ange-
lo. He was born in Dallas County, 
June 11, 1926 to James Marion and 
Melvin Geneva Taft Brandenburg. 
James graduated from Crozier Tech 
High School in Dallas and joined 
the Navy in 1944, receiving and 
honorable discharge in 1946. Upon 
returning to Dallas, he began a 38 
career with Vought Corporation as 
a lead-man painter. James mar-
ried the love of his life, Helen Marie 
Yancey in 1950. They became active 
members of First Baptist Church in 
Irving in 1955 where James became 
a deacon and a member of the choir 
for more than 60 years. James was 
raised in 1955 as a Master Mason of 
Irving Masonic Lodge 1218, where 
he served as Chaplin for more than 
20 years, had received the Golden 
Trowel and his sixty-year pin. He 
was a Shriner and member of the 
Suez Shrine in San Angelo, the Hel-
la Shrine in Garland, and the Dallas 
Scottish Rite having achieved the 
32nd degree KCCH, Knights Com-
mander of the Court of Honor as 
well as singing in the Scottish Rite 
Choir in Dallas. While Dallas county 
was home for most of his life, James 
moved to Baptist Retirement Cen-
ter in San Angelo in 2015 where he 
loved the people and developed a 
very special place in his heart for all 
who live and serve at this wonderful 
place. Thank you to Linda, Robert 
and friends at FBC for making Dad 
feel at home.  

James was preceded in the death 
by his parents, his wife of more 
than 56 years, Helen Marie Bran-
denburg, his daughter Marsha Jane 

Reaves, brothers Reed Branden-
burg and Donald Brandenburg. 
James is survived by his daughter, 
Charlotte Lewis and her husband 
Matt; Grand-children Abigail Tie-
mann and her husband Brian, Lau-
ren Linley Moran, Luke Lewis and 
Samantha Lewis, Stefanie Reaves 
Moreno and her husband Jerry, 
Tony Reaves and his wife Kristina, 
Stefanie and Tony’s father, John 
Anthony Reaves. He is also survived 
by 10 great grandchildren, Vincent, 
Angelina, Gabriel, Adrian, Joshua, 
Jacob, Brittany, Lily, Joseph and 
Harper and one great-great grand-
child, Jeremiah. Papaw or Pappy 
loved all his grandchildren and 
great grandchildren so very much.

A celebration of life service was 
held at 2:00pm Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 22 at First Baptist Church, 
San Angelo. A second service was 
held at 10:00am Friday, February 
24 at First Baptist Church in Irving 
Texas, A Masonic graveside service 
followed at Oak Grove Cemetery 
in Irving. Dad would want memo-
rials made to your favorite charity. 
“Leaning on His everlasting arms”.

JOE MARSHALL MORGAN

JAMES BRANDENBURG

CERAMICS
Continued from Page 1

the kiln, settling on the pieces. 
When the kiln gets hot enough, the 
ash melts to form a glaze. This is 
what we call an atmospheric sur-
face, because the resultant surfaces 
of the piece depend entirely upon 
the drafts that are moving through 
the kiln, the temperature the kiln 
reaches, the vapors and the wood 
ash that moves through the kiln.

“Each piece is like a permanent 
record of what happened in the 
kiln,” he said. “It’s what we would 
call a primitive firing technique, but 
it’s also very sophisticated, because 
we exceed temperatures of 2,400 
degrees Fahrenheit.”

While working with the ceramic 
medium, Professor McCoy men-
tioned that artists never stop learn-
ing or growing.

“This is either my 51st or 52nd 
year of working in clay, and I feel 
like I’ve barely scratched the surface 
of what the possibilities are,” Mc-
Coy said. “I’m standing in this room 
looking at all this ceramic artwork 
done by all these artists, and I’m 
wondering how long it will take me 
to learn how to do what these oth-
er people are doing. It’s an infinite 
realm, and it takes a tremendous 
amount of practice; time on task. 
But no matter how long you spend 
on it, perfecting your art, mastering 
your art, the form you’re working on, 
there’s always more. The more you 
learn, the more there is to learn.” 

McCoy was happy to have his art 
recognized by guest juror, Professor 
Virginia Marsh.

“One of the reasons I like this 
show and participated in this show 
is because of the quality of the jurors 
the University of Dallas secures for 
it,” McCoy said. “I’ve been watching 
Virginia Marsh’s work for decades, 
and I like to think I’m one of her 
biggest fans. I’m so blown away by 
what she does, how she does it, the 
way she thinks, and again, it’s unbe-
lievably gratifying to be recognized 
by an artist of that caliber.”

Professor Virginia Marsh, a world 
renowned ceramic artist herself and 
respected educator, talked about 
how it felt to serve as the guest juror 
for the competition. 

“[I am] really excited to be among 
this group of artists who came to-
gether for this,” Marsh said. “Most 
of the people at the reception are 
from North Texas, but it brings 

work from the whole region. It’s ex-
citing to have the students see this 
great variety of work and to have the 
public see the really amazing things 
that are being done.”

Marsh also spoke about what 
made her select the winning pieces 
out of 50 incredible works of art. 

“That’s hard to say, because there 
are so many that are really distin-
guished,” Marsh said. “They were 
stellar pieces, but I felt that they 
were so fully considered and so 
complex. [McCoy] knows when to 
control the material and when to let 
go, which is difficult to do.” 

Finally, Professor McCoy shared 
some advice to any artists who may 
have ambitions of competing in sim-
ilar events. 

“Just don’t stop working,” McCoy 

said. “Work as though your life de-
pended upon it. Nobody is going to 
live long enough to experience ev-
erything that is out there and to de-
velop all the skills that will help you 
manifest your feelings visually in a 
complete way. We just don’t have 
enough time in one life, so don’t stop 
working; never stop working.”

The pieces in the Regional Ce-
ramic Competition will remain on 
display until March 13. The Beatrice 
M. Haggerty Gallery is located in the 
Art History Building at the corner of 
Gorman Drive and Haggar Circle on 
the University of Dallas campus at 
1845 E. Northgate Drive in Irving. 
The gallery, which is part of the Hag-
gerty Art Village, is open weekdays 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturday noon to 
5 p.m. and Sunday 12:30 to 5 p.m.

MacArthur High School senior Henry Hernandez is recognized as a finalist in the Texas Prudential Spirit of Community Award. 
/ Courtesy Photo

Young people invited to help stop 
distracted walking, driving

NEW YORK -- In an effort to en-
list young people nationwide in the 
battle to reduce injuries and deaths 
caused by distracted walking and 
distracted driving, The National 
Road Safety Foundation in collab-
oration with Scholastic, the global 
children’s publishing, education and 
media company, have launched the 
Walk Safe, Drive Safe Poster Con-
test. 

The contest invites students in 
grades 3 through 5 to create posters 
or collages that communicate the 
dangers of walking or driving while 
distracted. The creator of the win-
ning entry will receive a $500 gift 
card and one runner-up from 
each grade will receive a $250 gift 
card. The winner’s teacher will get 

a $250 gift card and runners-up’s 
teachers will each receive a $100 gift 
card. Student entries must be 
submitted by a parent or teacher 
by April 3.

“Distraction is something that 
impacts pedestrians as well as driv-
ers, and the Walk Safe, Drive Safe 
Contest is a major initiative to get 
the message to young people so they 
talk about it with friends and fami-
lies,” said Michelle Anderson of The 
National Road Safety Foundation, 
a non-profit group that promotes 
traffic safety through education. 
“Distraction is a major factor in the 
more than 40,000 child pedestrian 
injuries and nearly 500 child pedes-
trian deaths in the U.S. every year. 
Building awareness of the causes of 

distraction can help reduce that ter-
rible toll.”

The most talked-about causes of 
distraction involve cellphones and 
texting, but many things can cause a 
pedestrian or driver to be distracted, 
including various hand-held devic-
es, games, eating or drinking, listen-
ing to music and talking with friends 
while walking or driving.

Contest rules, entry form, class-
room activities and lessons are on-
line at www.scholastic.com/walk-
safedrivesafe. The site includes a 
free downloadable family pledge 
and fact sheet. NO PURCHASE 
NECESSARY. Contest void where 
prohibited.
SOURCE National Road Safety Foundation
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their infor-
mation on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving 
Rambler will have accurate information. Listings are 
limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location 
and time. If an organization wishes to have more in-
formation than the free listing offers, we will continue 
to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Buttons & Bows Square 

& Round Dance Club 
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Evening Lions Club

1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm
Community Bible Church

2301 Texas Drive
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Hallelujah Pool Players

Every Wed. @ Noon
Heritage Senior Center

200 S Jefferson St., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month 
7:30 to 9 PM

Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
 Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Second Tuesday each month @ 7:30 P.M.

132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm 
IHOP on Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Chateau on Wildbriar Lake

1515 Hard Rock Road
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS

1. ANATOMY: Where would Haversian 
canals be located in the human body?
2. MOVIES: Which star of early “Tarzan” 
movies was a gold-medal winner in the 
1924 and 1928 Olympics?
3. GEOGRAPHY: In what body of water do 

the Comoros islands lie?
4. FOOD & DRINK: What cooking term is Italian for “to the tooth”?
5. MUSIC: Which of Beethoven’s symphonies also is known as the 
“Pastoral Symphony”?
6. COMICS: What profession did Blondie take up in the comic strip in 
the 1990s?
7. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Where would someone be located in the 
United States in an area often described locally as “down east”?
8. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who was the only president to serve 
nonconsecutive terms?
9. LITERATURE: What is the literary genre described by Jonathan 
Swift as “a glass wherein beholders discover everybody’s face but their 
own”?
10. GEOMETRY: How many sides does a rhombus have?

Answers

1. The bones
2. Johnny Weissmuller won five gold 
medals in freestyle swimming contests.
3. Indian Ocean
4. Al dente
5. Symphony No. 6
6. Catering business
7. Eastern New England
8. Grover Cleveland served as president in 
1885 and 1893
9. Satire
10. Four

* It was world-renowned American photographer 
Ansel Adams who made the following sage obser-
vation: “It is horrifying that we have to fight our own 
government to save the environment.” 

* You might be surprised to learn that the blood of a 
grasshopper is white. 

* Tacumbu prison in Asuncion, Paraguay, is noto-
rious for its overcrowded conditions: 3,500 inmates 
are crowded into a space designed for half that num-
ber, and many of them sleep on cardboard directly 
on the floor. One inmate, however, until recently en-
joyed amenities that many outside the prison walls 
would love to have. Drug trafficker Chimenes Pavao 

bribed officials to look the other way, then set up a fully furnished, tastefully 
decorated three-room suite, complete with air conditioning, a refrigerator, a 
library, a flat-screen TV, a DVD player and a treadmill. The luxury cell was 
discovered when a bomb threat caused \police to search the entire prison.

* If you’ve ever been the victim of a purse-snatching, here’s a discouraging 
bit of information: Those who study such things say that four out of five per-
petrators get away.

* In 1804 our planet hit a milestone: a population of 1 billion people. It took 123 
years to add another billion, then only 33 more to get to 3 billion, in 1960. We 
crossed the 4 billion mark in 1974, hit 5 billion in 1987, and got to 6 billion in 
1999. In 2011 (or early 2012, depending on who’s doing the estimating, the 
earth’s population passed 7 billion, and those who study such things expect 
us to get to 8 billion sometime in the mid- to late 2020s. 

***
Thought for the Day: “Justice will not be served until those who are unaffected 
are as outraged as those who are.” -- Benjamin Franklin
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UNITY CHURCH
Unity of Irving

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class

11:00 AM Service
& Children’s Church

Reverend Frank Pounders
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-5083

unitychurchofirving.com

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third,  75060

972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Chapel
Second and fourth Sundays

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

First Church of Christ, Scientist
2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 75061

972-253-7202
www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-0476

access code 884879
For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.
972-790-8606 

www.BeltLineChurch.com

WORSHIP

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W. Airport Freeway Irving Tx
972-255-4185

www.ppumc.org

UNITED METHODIST

Calculus students from Nimitz High School took a trip to NASA earlier this month. Students visited the his-
toric Apollo Mission Control Room on a guided tour and explored an actual Saturn V rocket that was on display. 
In addition, students had the opportunity to hear from astronaut Clayton C. Anderson, who flew on two shuttle 
missions, performed multiple extravehicular activities and spent five months aboard the International Space 
Station. He even signed a copy of his book to be donated to the school’s library. 

SOURCE Irving ISD

An out-of-this-world experience

Ana Snider, Spanish teacher at 
Singley Academy, has been awarded 
the College Board’s AP (Advanced 
Placement) Award for Adminis-
trators in the southwestern region, 
which serves students and educa-
tors in Arkansas, New Mexico, Okla-
homa and Texas. 

The award recognizes individuals 
who have demonstrated significant 
involvement with the AP program, 
including AP coordinators, coun-
selors, pre-AP teachers and AP 
teachers. Snider accepted the award 
Thursday, Feb. 23, at the 2017 Re-
gional Forum in Houston. Snider 
teaches Spanish I, II, III and AP 
Spanish Literature.

SOURCE Irving ISD

Singley teacher earns 
regional award

Visual artists 
advance to state 
competition

Irving ISD students competed in 
the 2017 TAEA (Texas Art Educa-
tion Association) Visual Arts Scho-
lastic Event (VASE) on Feb. 11. For 
the competition, students submitted 
artwork to be judged and scored by 
region. The top-rated entries quali-
fied for state:

Irving High School: Vivian Pham 
and Selena Vargas (alternates Susa-

na Escobar and Carlos Rodriguez)
MacArthur High School: Aranza 

Barragan, Zakiya Davis, Nhi Nguyen 
and Katherine Parks (alternates Vic-
toria Siliva)

Singley Academy: Micaela 
Figueroa, Armana Haque and Cecil-
ia Salisbury (alternates Ashley Var-
gas).

SOURCE Irving ISD

Therapy dogs are not service dogs
Unlike service dogs, that are in-

dividually trained to perform tasks 
for people with disabilities, therapy 
dogs interact with many different 
groups of people and help them deal 
with stress or overcome a physical 
or emotional challenge.  

Additionally, there are other dif-
ferences between service and ther-
apy dogs. Service dogs should not 
be petted when on duty and have 
special privileges in accordance with 
the Americans with Disabilities act, 
such as access to restaurants and 
public transportation. These privi-
leges do not apply to therapy dogs.

Kit Darling, Infection Control 
Coordinator for the Texas A&M 
College of Veterinary Medicine & 
Biomedical Sciences, explained the 
important duties of therapy dogs.

“Therapy dogs are trained to pro-
vide affection and comfort to people 
in hospitals, long-term care facili-
ties, retirement homes, schools, and 
disaster areas,” Darling said. “Ther-
apy dogs help people by doing ani-
mal-assisted activities or animal-as-
sisted therapy.”

Animal-assisted activity is when 
a volunteer or handler takes the dog 
to a location to socialize with peo-
ple. Darling explained that a child 
reading to a dog to improve reading 
skills or a dog providing stress relief 
for students studying are both ex-
amples of animal-assisted activity.

Animal-assisted therapy is when a 
certified therapist or healthcare pro-
fessional uses a therapy dog as part 
of a treatment plan for an individu-
al patient. Animal-assisted therapy 
can enhance physical, social, emo-
tional, and cognitive functioning in 
a patient.

A therapist may use a therapy dog 
to help a patient needing physical, 
occupational, or speech therapy. 

“Some examples include brushing 
or petting the dog, throwing a toy for 
the dog to retrieve, and walking with 
the patient,” Darling said.

Therapy dogs are important and 
may play a key role in a person’s 
recovery or stress management be-
cause they are non-judgmental and 
enjoy interacting with people no 

matter their physical or emotional 
state.

“Therapy dogs play a great role in 
reducing stress, including the stress 
of being in the hospital or nursing 
home, stress of waiting for a loved 
one that might be in surgery or ICU, 
or the stress of studying for a major 
exam. These wonderful dogs can 
also help increase human socializa-
tion. Sometimes a person may not 
respond to people, but are willing to 
respond to a therapy dog,” Darling 
said.

Though many of us feel our pets 
help us get through hard times, not 
every dog is fit to be a therapy dog. 
Darling said therapy dogs must en-
joy meeting people of all ages they 
have not met previously and know 
basic obedience, such as walking 
nicely on a leash, sit, and stay. Ad-
ditionally, the dog must be comfort-
able with being touched anywhere 
on their body, including their ear or 
tail. Sudden loud sounds and people 
hovering over them also should not 
scare them.

If you are interested in working 
with therapy dogs, socializing a pup-
py with many different people is a 
good start. Though some older dogs 
can be trained on basic commands 
and make great therapy dogs, some 
older dogs’ short temperament can-
not be changed.

“If you have a new puppy and 
want to do this type of work, I sug-
gest taking the puppy out in a va-
riety of social situations, such as 
parks where kids can pet them, an 
outdoor restaurant that allows dogs, 
or a place with loud, strange noises,” 
Darling said. “It is also helpful if the 
puppy is exposed to people using 
wheelchairs or walkers.”

Though training any animal takes 
a lot of time and patience, therapy 
dogs make a big difference to those 
they help. In Darling’s case, she 
loves seeing the positive impacts her 
therapy dogs have on other people.

“Over the years, I have found it re-
warding to see how one of my ther-
apy dogs can brighten someone’s 
day,” she said.

SOURCE College of Veterinary 
Medicine & Biomedical Sciences, 
Texas A&M University

Ana Snider is awarded the College Board's 
AP Award for Administrators in the 
southwest region. / Courtesy Photo
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APPARITION HILL
Continued from Page 1

of 2015. Medjugorje, a town in Bos-
nia-Herzegovina, became popular in 
1981 after six local children reported 
apparitions of the Virgin Mary. Since 
then, there have been numerous re-
ports of miracles and supernatural 
phenomena, and Christians flock to 
the site and particularly Apparition 
Hill, a site overlooking the town, to 
partake in daily religious activities 
and worship.

“The whole point of making the 
movie was for people that can’t go 
there,” said producer, director of pho-
tography, and Texas native Cimela 
Kidonakis. “That’s the whole point. 
Not everyone can go there and that’s 
why we wanted to capture these sto-
ries and bring them to you.”

The project began when writer and 
director Sean Bloomfield (If Only We 

Had Listened, The Triumph) issued 
a global announcement in February 
2015 inviting participants to submit a 
video entry for a chance to be a part of 
the documentary. 

Kidonakis originally submitted a 
video to be a part of the trip. A film-
maker from Houston, Kidonakis had 
always wanted to go to the site. 

“I had never been there, so I sub-
mitted a video in the first days,” she 
said. “[Sean] responded right away 
and asked me to come on as partner. 
It was cool, because I came on early to 
see all the entries coming in.”

The trip included two atheists, a 
strong believer, a mother with stage 
4 cancer, a man diagnosed with ALS, 
a struggling heroin addict and former 
felon, and a woman questioning her 
faith. Each recorded daily video dia-

ries.
Mark Swoboda, a police officer and 

atheist, was initially skeptical of mak-
ing the trip.

“For [faith], I’m stuck on the an-
alytical aspect of it,” Swoboda said. 
“When I reach this divide that re-
quires the leap of faith, I have no faith. 
I can’t make that jump. If God were to 
appear right here in front of me right 
now and talk to me, and I now know 
God exists, if I have unequivocal proof 
that there is a God, that’s no longer 

faith, so that also creates a conun-
drum.”

Bloomfield and Kidonakis now like 
to call Swoboda a faithist. Although 
he has not converted to Christianity 
after making the trip, he has since 
been back twice and often brings 
back rosaries and other spiritual gifts 
to distribute.

“It hasn’t changed me in a new 
sense,” Swoboda said. “It’s reaffirmed 
what I know from my profession. It’s 
something that we should all know. 

Life is fragile. Don’t take it for grant-
ed.”

His wife, a devout Catholic who 
had been aware of Medjugorje for a 
long time, on their wedding day had 
prayed for him to one day make the 
trip. When she heard about this con-
test, she jumped at the opportunity to 
enter him. 

“When we left for Medjugorje after 
I was picked, it was seven years to the 
day that she made that prayer that I’d 
go to Medjugorje,” Swoboda said.

had some really interesting insights 
that she shared.”

Of James’ 36 novels, Wood said 
the Desperate Duchess series is her 
favorite, because the author uses 
William Shakespeare in her novel. 
James also happens to be a Shake-
spearean professor at Fordham 
University. 

“I like the original Desper-
ate Duchess novels,” Wood said. 
“[James] was in a great Shakespeare 
phase, so she used a lot of different 
Shakespeare phrasing including one 
of his poems “The Rape of Lucrece”, 
and you really don’t see that being 
mentioned as part of Shakespeare’s 
work.” 

According to Morgan, romance 
publishing happens to be one of 
the most popular and sought after 
genres, which has added to James’s 
success. 

“Romance publishing is the larg-
est segment of paperback publish-
ing,” Morgan said. “A lot of people 
read it all the time. You have some-
one who writes a trilogy, and you 
have three books that go together. 
You know you’re going to sell the 
reader on all three books. Then 

QUEEN OF ROMANCE
Continued from Page 1

you have a spin-off character and 
you will have us hooked. We’re just 
waiting for that next one.

“One of the things that defines 
romance is that it always has a hap-
py ending. I think my own personal 
opinion with so much going on in 
the world sometimes, it’s nice that 
you can just feel and not have to 
think about it. When it’s over you 
sigh and say, ‘Oh, that was nice.’ 
You don’t get a lot of that some-
times, and these books provide that 
outlet.”

There were also men in atten-
dance at the James’ author signing 
although the crowd was predomi-
nately women. 

“It’s not just women. I had a 
regular patron for years who was 
a romance reader,” Morgan said. 
“He would have a list of things he 
wanted, and I would put it in to be 
bought for him. 

“An interesting fact about them, 
a lot of men read westerns in the 
same proportion of women reading 
romances. Romances and westerns 
have the same pattern; the cowboy 
always wins and he runs off into the 
sunset,” she said.

A production still from the documentary feature film Apparition Hill, a story that follows 
seven strangers that journey to the famous spiritual location of Medjugorje. 
/ Courtesy Photo


