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Playing like professionals, the Crockett Middle School orchestra performs on the Morton H. Meyerson 
Symphony Hall's stage. / Photo by Ariel Graham

By Ariel Graham
Future engineers put their 

building and design skills to 
the test during the 14th an-
nual Introduce a Girl to Engi-
neering Day held at the Irving 
Convention Center on Tues-
day, Feb. 21. 

More than 50 middle 
school girls from Carroll-
ton-Farmers Branch, Irving 
and Richardson ISD learned 
about engineering and its 
many career possibilities.

Kani Udoh, a chemical en-
gineer and financial analyst 
with ExxonMobil, spoke to 
the girls about how she be-
came an engineer. 

“I think sometimes it’s 
abstract to them at this age, 
what a chemical engineer 
does,” Udoh said. “I was 
sharing with the girls about 
some of the chemicals I’ve 
made and how they are used 
in everyday life, and how it’s 
made life more fun. Tying 
[engineering] to things that 
they don’t even connect to 
engineering.”

After the speech, the girls 
tried engineering with two 
fun activities. First, they were 

By Shaniqua Brown
The Irving Boys Football 

Association hosted its Five 
Year Jacket Ceremony in 
the Senter Park Recreational 
Center on Sunday, Feb. 26. 

“Anybody who plays five 
years or more in tackle foot-
ball is eligible to get a jacket,” 
David Martinez, Vice Pres-
ident of IBFA, said. “If the 
parents have their child here 
for five years or more, it’s just 
a way for us to say thanks for 
their dedication and loyalty. 
They could go anywhere else 
to play, but they choose to 
play for our league.”

Martinez has a long per-
sonal history with the IBFA.

“I’ve been here eleven 
years,” Martinez said. “My 
last year playing for the 
league was back in 1994, and 
I received a jacket too. To see 
this keep transpiring year af-

By Matthew Pedersen
The City of Irving has nar-

rowed down its search for a 
new police chief for the Ir-
ving Police Department to 
four candidates. To give the 
public an opportunity to meet 
the candidates and voice con-
cerns, the city organized a re-
ception at the Irving Conven-
tion Center on Wednesday, 
Feb. 22, where candidates 
introduced themselves and 
shared what they would focus 
on if appointed.

Carlos R. Maldonado, who 
worked as the Chief of Police 
in Socorro, Texas, offered 
highlights of his own career.

“I spent twenty-five and a 
half years with the New Mex-
ico State Police,” Maldonado 
said. “I served in virtually 
every capacity and every posi-
tion within the organization. 

By Ariel Graham
Hundreds of band, choir 

and orchestra students from 
Irving High School, along 
with its three feeder mid-
dle schools, Crockett Middle 
School, de Zavala Middle 
School and Austin Middle 
School, were invited to per-
form at the Morton H. Mey-
erson Symphony Hall as part 
of “Irving at the Meyerson”.

Attendees were gathered 
on Saturday, Feb. 25, to sup-
port the students in the event, 
which was free to the public. 
In addition to the numer-
ous musical performances, 
artwork created by students 
from several Irving-area high 
schools was also on display. 
The finale also included a 
performance by the Irving 
All-City Children’s Choir.

The concert was the brain-
child of Dr. Ross Grant, the 
Irving High School band di-
rector. Liz Grant, Ross’ wife 
and a retired band direc-
tor herself, spoke about the 

World-class performance hall hosts Irving 
musical students

event’s origins.
“It’s lots of individuals get-

ting the chance of a lifetime 
to perform in a world-class 
performance hall for their 
family and friends,” Grant 
said. “Ross had done this in 
other districts, and he want-
ed to bring that opportunity 
to students in Irving. He ap-
proached the Irving Schools 
Foundation and applied for a 
grant. [The board] approved 
it, and they provided the 
funds to rent the Meyerson 
for the day so this could be 
a concert with no admission 
charge, in order to allow more 
of the community to take ad-
vantage of coming to this fa-
cility without cost.”

For many students, per-
forming at the Meyerson 
proved to be their first taste 
of performing on a profes-
sional stage. The opportunity 
to share that moment with 
friends and family made it all 
the more meaningful.

“It’s really exciting, to be 

honest,” said Jason Guerrero, 
an 8th grader at Austin Mid-
dle School. “This is a big op-
portunity for people who ha-
ven’t been on a bigger stage. 
Before this, the biggest stage 
I ever performed on was at a 
high school.”

“I am just so amazed 
that I’m here,” said Annaka 
Vasquez, a 7th grader at Aus-
tin Middle School. “I didn’t 
think that I would have the 
opportunity to be here, where 
people that started off like me 
and are now professionals 
[perform]. It’s just amazing 
because one day, I can be a 
professional too.”

“It’s a great opportunity 
to show what we can do and 
how we can become a better 
band,” said Abigail Renteria, 
an 8th grader from Austin 
Middle School.

As Kim Reed, the assistant 
band director for Austin Mid-
dle School, was preparing to 

Police chief candidates 
discuss future with citizens

After I retired from the State 
Police, I was a course man-
ager for a counter-terrorism 
program, which I did for a 
number of years. Then I was 
hired by the City of Laredo. I 
became the chief, and I was 
there for four years.”

“I retired for another two 
years, went back to Albuquer-
que, and I received a call from 
the City of Socorro. They were 
needing help reorganizing 
the organization. Their police 
department had really come 
across some difficult times. 
They needed someone to help 
restructure their organization. 
I’ve been there for three years, 
and I have had an incredible 
time just working with the 
folks there, law enforcement 
and also the community, so 
we turned the organization 
around. I’ve been very, very 

happy with what we’ve ac-
complished,” he said.

Maldonado concluded by 
stating that his focus, if ap-
pointed, would be on building 
a strong relationship between 
the police department and 
the community.

“My focus would be on ba-
sically developing a strategic 
plan that would incorporate 
the needs, the desires, the 
expectations of the citizenry, 
the people we serve, and also 
looking at the operational 
capacity, the needs, the de-
sires, and the aspirations of 
the people within the orga-
nization as well,” Maldonado 
said. “Bridging and bringing 
those two groups together to 
find common ground and to 
develop a strategic plan that 

Football players honored 
for dedication, loyalty

ter year makes me feel like 
something great comes from 
this organization.”

Although the IBFA is based 
in Irving, boys from all over 
the Dallas/Fort Worth area 
choose to play for the league, 
which consists of 34 different 
football teams. 

“There are boys from Eu-
less, Carrolton, West Dallas, 
and Oak Cliff,” Martinez said. 
“What really brings the boys 
from other cities is when the 
parents know a coach from 

Irving. We have an amazing 
coaching staff here, and the 
parents want their children to 
be a part of that.”

“Another reason [parents 
choose IBFA] is because of 
the convenience,” Sean Price, 
head coach of the Major 
Wildcats team, said. “There is 
not a lot of traveling like there 
is with some other leagues. 
Here everything is central. 
Everything is in one location. 

Girls inspired to make 
a difference through 
engineering careers

tasked with building a mar-
ble roller coaster entirely out 
of duct tape and file folders. 
The goal was to determine 
how long the girls could keep 
the marble rolling before it 
stopped. The girls got cre-
ative and used not just the 
materials provided, but also 
the chairs and tables in the 
room in order to make the 
longest coaster possible. Lat-
er, the girls made their own 
“marshmallow launcher” and 
had a friendly competition to 
see who could launch their 
marshmallow the longest dis-
tance.

Shania Caruajulca is a 7th 
grader from Dan F. Long 
Middle School in Dallas. For 
her, engineering is a family 
tradition. 

“My mom is an architect 
and my dad is a chemical 
engineer,” Caruajulca said. 
“Technically, engineering 
runs throughout my family 
since my great-grandfather. 
I want to follow in their foot-
steps.” Although determined 
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is conducive of the needs not only 
of the community, but the organiza-
tion itself.” 

Jimmy Perdue, the Director of 
Public Safety for North Richland 
Hills and a fellow candidate, men-
tioned that his position gave him ex-
perience in leading a number of civil 
organizations.

“I’m currently the director of pub-
lic safety for the City of North Rich-
land Hills,” Perdue said. “In that 

capacity, I serve as the police chief, 
and I also oversee the fire depart-
ment and emergency management 
amongst other departments. I’ve 
been there for 12 years. Prior to that, 
I was working for the City of Irving. I 
was there for 23 years and retired at 
the rank of assistant chief. It’s why I 
came over to North Richland Hills.”

Perdue explained that his own 
focus would be in creating an open 
dialogue with the employees of the 

Irving Police Department, so they 
could work towards addressing any 
problems they might have.

“When a new police chief comes 
in, the most important thing you 
can do is to listen to your employ-
ees, make sure that you take the 
time to understand what’s going on, 
and understand what the activities 
are that they believe are of concern,” 
Perdue said. “Secondly, you need 
to reach out to the community, lis-
ten to the community, understand 
their concerns, then tailor the law 
enforcement efforts towards those 
concerns.”

Candidate Gilberto Garza, current 

Deputy Chief of Police in Dallas, has 
worked to reduce crime in the DFW 
area.

“I’m currently with the Dallas Po-
lice Department,” Garza said. “This 
is my 28th year. I’ve been the deputy 
chief for the past five.

“Being a deputy chief, I’ve been 
over to the southwest patrol di-
vision, which borders Irving and 
Grand Prairie. We’ve had some big 
decreases in crime while I was over 
there. I’m currently over in the vice 
and narcotics division. Working 
there is very rewarding, because 
we’re taking narcotics off the streets. 
I’m very blessed to be there, because 

that kind of work has really benefit-
ed those communities.”

As police chief, Garza would take 
time to work with the Irving Police 
Department, finding its strengths 
and helping to improve it in areas 
where it currently struggles.

“My initial focus would be to take 
the first 100 days getting to meet 
with everyone and establish trust,” 
Garza said. “Any time you bring in 
someone from the outside, people 
are apprehensive. They try to adjust 
to you and your leadership style. My 
goal is to see what we do well as a 
department, where our challenges 
are, and work to start making this 
department better. It’s a great de-
partment now, but I just want to 
make it better.”

Candidate Jeffery Spivey already 
works within the Irving Police De-
partment as Assistant Chief of Po-
lice. He went into detail about how 
dedicated the officers in his depart-
ment are to their work.

“I think we have a great police de-
partment,” Spivey said. “The men 
and women that we have working 
for us today are truly committed to 
public service, and truly committed 
to providing the kind of police ser-
vice that our citizens have indicated 
that they want. 

“Do we need some wholesale 
change - absolutely not. But what 
we find is that if you’re not in a 
continuous state of improvement, 
if you’re not continually looking to 
be better than you are today, then 
what you see is that you are quickly 
left behind, you become stagnated, 
you lose ground. When the police 
department loses ground, we lose 
community trust and support.

“I’m honored to have made it to 
this point in the process,” he said. 
“Thirty years of service is something 
I’m truly proud of.”
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By Matthew Pedersen
With the advent of Kickstarter, 

Etsy, and Patreon, there has been 
a marked increase in the number 
of venues for artists and content 
makers to share their work with the 
world and to receive equitable pay. 
Recognizing this trend, the Univer-
sity of Dallas held “Unbinding Pro-
metheus: The Makers Movement 
and Sharing Economy”, a panel ex-
ploring liberal arts in the entrepre-
neurial world.

The event, which took place 
Thursday, Feb. 23, brought togeth-
er past liberal arts alumni who have 
found success as entrepreneurs.

“We have an undergraduate col-
lege which is focused on continuing 
the Liberal Arts tradition of West-
ern Civilization,” said Killian Beel-
er, Alumni Relations Officer for the 
University of Dallas and one of the 
organizers of the panel. “What I’ve 
noticed in the past few years is that 
education has prepared several of 
our alumni to do very interesting 
entrepreneurial work. These three 

Liberal arts’ significance 
on display at UD panel

young alumni have started orga-
nizations or companies within the 
maker movement.”

The panel emphasized that skills 
acquired through an education in 
the liberal arts can help people suc-
ceed and thrive in countless profes-
sional fields.

“This education can prepare them 
to do anything, and to do great 
things,” Beeler said. “Traditionally, 
Liberal Arts are made up of human-
ities, mathematics, and the natural 
sciences. We have plenty of physicist 
students who go on to be engineers.

“A well-rounded Liberal Arts ed-
ucation gives you the ability to think 
independently, to think outside the 
box, to communicate well, and to 
adapt in a constantly changing en-
vironment. It also helps prepare 
you to thrive in an economy that is 
continually having specialized jobs 
become automated.”

Monica Diodati, founder of Dal-
las-based Little D Markets, a group 
that organizes community markets, 
shared how she struggled to find 

herself after she graduated.
“I graduated in 2011 with a de-

gree in English,” Diodati said. “After 
I graduated, I struggled a little bit 
with what to do. I toyed with the idea 
of grad school or teaching. I looked 
for jobs in publishing or writing, and 
none of those really panned out. 

“Strapped for cash, I took the first 
job I was offered, which was a mar-
keting gig with a commercial real 
estate company. I was tasked with 
making the design district, where 
they owned a lot of warehouses and 
offices, a more vibrant, livable place 
to be.

“They [would] pass out flyers, or 
put big signs outside of buildings, or 
send out newsletters to brokers in 
the area. I got bored pretty quickly 
doing that day in and day out, but in 
the meantime I was running a blog 
for the district. I got to interview 
and speak with a lot of artists and 
gallery owners in the area, and I no-
ticed that there were a lot of people 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
North Texas Teen Book Festival
March 4, 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
More than 10,000 students, parents and 
educators are expected to pack the Irving 
Convention Center at Las Colinas for the 
massive event. Part of the festival’s keynote 
panel of authors is R.L. Stine, the author of“-
Goosebumps,” the acclaimed series known 
all over the world. Also among the authors 
set to attend, Chris Grabenstein“Welcome to 
Wonderland” series, Jason Reynolds “Ghost” 
and Maggie Stiefvater“Raven Cycle” series.

Blood Drive At Irving Mall 
March 4-5, 12 p.m. – 5 p.m.
Carter Blood Care invites shoppers to roll 
up their sleeves and help save lives by do-
nating blood at Irving Mall, Dallas County’s 
leading family shopping destination. Carter 
Blood Care provides life-saving resources 
to local hospitals in regional communities by 
supplying high quality products and services, 
a willingness to educated donors and blood 
drive coordinators, strength in industry exper-
tise and a passion for saving lives. 
Irving Mall (Entrance 4 next to Los Lupes 
Restaurant), 3880 Irving Mall Care, Irving.

Irving Heritage House
March 5, 3pm to 5pm
The Irving Heritage House, located at 303 
South O’Connor, will be open. Admission is 
free and docent led tours are offered at 3pm 
and 4pm. Built in 1912, this Recorded Texas 
Historic Landmark provides a glimpse of one 
of Irving’s early families and their home. 

Pot Luck Kickoff Dinner
March 6, 6:30pm
The Entertainment Series of Irving is about 
to kick off its 2017-2018 season with their 
annual Pot Luck Kickoff Dinner at Senter 
East Building, 228 Chamberlain (off Senter 
Valley) in Irving. 
This longstanding Irving Arts program has 
provided great musical entertainment for 
the family for over 60 years and is currently 
looking for help with ticket sales for their 
upcoming season. If you are interested in 
helping with this effort, or helping in general, 
you are invited to attend this potluck dinner, 
meet the members of the ESI board, and 
learn more about the new season which will 
begin in October of 2017. Please call 972-
252-3838 for a reservation.

TAKS Exit-Level Retest
March 6-9
Individuals who are no longer enrolled in 
a Texas public school who have TAKS as 
a graduation requirement and who have 
not previously passed all sections of the 
TAKS, but have met all other graduation 
requirements, may retake the section(s) not 
passed online at Barbara Cardwell Career 
Preparatory Center (101 Union Bower Road, 
Irving, TX 75061) on the testing dates below:
· Monday, March 6 � ELA
· Tuesday, March 7 � Mathematics
· Wednesday, March 8 � Science
· Thursday, March 9 � Social Studies
Examinees can register on site the day of 
testing, if there is space. Questions concern-
ing out-of-school examinee testing should 
be directed to the Texas Education Agency, 
Division of Student Assessment, at 512-463-
9536, or Irving ISD Department of Planning, 
Evaluation and Research at 972-600-5085.

WORSHIP ADS
To list your house of worship in the Ram-
bler, please contact Laurie at  972-870-

1992 or  Laurier@ramblernewspapers.net

Moody’s Investors Service af-
firmed the City of Irving’s AAA rat-
ing on its General Obligation Bonds, 
making Irving one in just seven Tex-
as cities to receive a AAA rating from 
Moody’s in this category. Irving has 
earned top ratings for its General 
Obligation Bonds from Moody’s ev-
ery year since 1986.

Standard and Poor’s affirmed the 
AAA rating for Irving’s General Ob-
ligation Bonds, the highest rating 
S&P assigns. 

Additionally, S&P upgraded Ir-

Moody’s Investors Service, S&P 
affirm Irving bond ratings 

ving’s Water and Sewer and Utility 
Revenue Bonds Rating to an AA+, 
while Moody’s affirmed the AA2.

Both agencies reported the strong 
ratings reflect Irving’s favorable lo-
cation within the Dallas-Fort Worth 
metropolitan area, complemented 
by a growing tax base with a strong 
commercial component.

They also cited a strong financial 
management assessment, which 
S&P said reflected “the depth of pol-
icies and best practices that support 
financial-related decision making in 

the city.”
“Moody’s and S&P cited sound 

operating performance and an ex-
perienced management team for the 
top ratings,” Irving Mayor Beth Van 
Duyne said. “The team recognizes 
top ratings translate to significant 
interest savings that help provide 
Irving the financial depth and flex-
ibility to improve our booming city, 
which is one of the fastest growing 
in the nation.”

SOURCE City of Irving

By Nathaniel Sillin
If you’ve made it to a point in life 

where you’re ready to start invest-
ing, or at least start thinking about 
investing, you may consider open-
ing a brokerage account. But you’re 
not alone if the thought of choosing 
a brokerage firm is foreign to you. 

While brokers have helped indi-
vidual investors buy and sell invest-
ments for decades, the relationship 
and services have changed over 
time. For instance, rather than call-
ing their brokers, today many inves-
tors use a sleek online platform or 
mobile app to place orders. 

Fees associated with maintaining 
a brokerage account and investing 
have also changed. Whether you’ve 
been investing for years, or are just 
diving in, it’s wise to occasionally 
compare brokerage firms’ offerings 
and costs, including those listed be-
low, and find the option that’s right 
for you. 

Trading-platform fees might not 
be necessary. A trading platform is 
downloadable software or an online 
app that you can use to make trades, 
view real-time quotes and news, 
perform analysis and set up your 
trading strategies. While platform 
fees can cost hundreds of dollars a 
month, many high-quality options 
are completely free. Others are free 
as long as you meet minimum ac-
count balance requirements. 

Trading fees are common, but 
prices vary. Brokerage trading fees 
can vary widely depending on the 
financial product and broker. Many 
online brokers charge a flat fee, typ-
ically somewhere between $5 to $10 
per online trade for stocks or ex-
change-traded funds (ETFs). Some 
brokers alternatively charge a fee 
per share, which could be a better 
option for day traders. 

Making a trade over the phone or 

Do you know how to save 
on online brokerage fees?

with the help of a broker rather than 
on your own online could incur an 
additional fee (sometimes between 
$20 to $50).

Mutual fund transaction fees may 
be higher than the cost of trading 
stocks, although some brokers have 
a list of no-transaction-fee funds. 
More advanced trading tactics, such 
as options, also may have additional 
fees. 

Higher trading fees don’t neces-
sarily indicate better service, but 

the fees could help the brokerage 
firm invest in its trading platform, 
customer service and research tools. 
Therefore, you’ll want to compare 
each firm as a whole, not just the 
trading fees.

Avoid annual fees. Some brokers 
charge an annual fee, often around 
$50 to $75. You might be able to 
avoid the fee by maintaining a min-
imum balance in your account, or 
there are a number of brokerages 
that don’t charge this fee regardless 

See LIBERAL ARTS Page 4

See BROKERAGE Page 8
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS – PROPOSED PLAN AND ZONING CHANGES
CITY OF IRVING CITY COUNCIL

Public hearings are held to consider applications for amendments to the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance 
and the Official Zoning Map of the City of Irving, Texas for the properties described herein:

LOCATION, DATES & TIMES OF PUBLIC HEARINGS:
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas
City Council: Thursday, March 23, 2017, 7 p.m.

ZONING CASE ZC16-0086:  Approximately 2.05 acres located at the northwest corner of Regent Blvd. and 
Springwood Drive.  The applicant is requesting to rezone the property from S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) 
for C-C (Community Commercial) district uses to S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) for R-AB (Restaurant with the 
attendant accessory use of the sale of alcoholic beverages for on-premises consumption) uses for a proposed 
restaurant with accessory alcoholic beverage sales for on-premises consumption.  

ZONING CASE ZC16-0109: Approximately 43.48 acres located south of Belt Line Road and east of S. North-
lake Road.  The applicant is requesting to rezone the property from S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for R-6 
(Single Family) uses and R-40 (Single Family) district to S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for R-6 (Single Family) 
uses to develop the property with up to 203 single family lots, with exceptions to the    R-6 (Single Family) 
requirements. 

ZONING CASE ZC17-0002:  Approximately 1.96 acres located at 2845 West Airport Freeway.  The applicant 
is requesting to rezone the property from C-C (Community Commercial) district to S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) 
for C-C (Community Commercial) uses to allow outdoor dining.  

ZONING CASE ZC17-0003:  Approximately 5.73 acres located at 2203 W. Royal Lane.  The request is to 
rezone the property from S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for C-O (Commercial Office) uses to S-P-2 (Gener-
alized Site Plan) for C-O (Commercial Office) uses to develop the property with a hospital including assisted 
living uses.

ZONING CASE ZC17-0005:  Approximately 8,158 square feet located at 2305 West Airport Freeway.  The 
applicant is requesting to repeal the existing S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) for R-AB (Restaurant with the attendant 
accessory use of the sale of alcoholic beverages for on-premises consumption) uses zoning classification, 
reverting to the previously-approved C-C (Community Commercial) district. 

ZONING CASE ZC17-0011: Approximately 1.06 acres at 2010 S. MacArthur Blvd. The applicant is requesting 
to rezone the property from R-MF-2 (Multifamily) district to C-O (Commercial Office) district to allow a religious 
institution. 

All interested persons are encouraged to attend the public hearings and express their opinions on the zoning 
change request.  Written response for the record may also be submitted to: 

City of Irving – Planning & Community Development Dept., 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, TX 75060

The applications are on file for public review in the Planning & Community Development Dept. at the address 
listed above during normal business hours. For additional information, please contact the Department at 972-
721-2424. Please reference the case number when requesting information.

This facility is wheelchair accessible. Accessible parking spaces are available. Requests for interpretation 
services or assistive hearing devices must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting. Contact the City Secretary’s 
Office at (972) 721-2493 for assistance.

LEGALS

EMPLOYMENT

Michaels Stores, Inc. seeks Systems Engineer – 
Storage and Backup in Irving, TX responsible for 
the planning and engineering of Michaels Data 
Storage and Data Protection infrastructures. 
Req.s a Bachelor’s degree or foreign degree 
equivalent  in Comp. Sc., Electronics Eng., Eng. 
or related field plus 8 years of experience sup-
porting server infrastructure environments. Mail 
resume to Michaels Stores, Inc., ATTN: Angela 
Stone, 8000 Bent Branch Drive, Irving, Texas 
75063.  Ref. job code: SESBGC.

Exeter Finance Corporation is seeking a Senior 
Business Strategy Analyst in Irving, TX to utilize 
quantitative analysis techniques to assess credit 
risk exposure. Send resume with req# R213 to: 
joinus@exeterfinance.com.

New York Air Brake LLC seeks Software Engi-
neer IV for its Irving, TX location to develop, cre-
ate, and modify computer applications software. 
BS in Software or Computer Eng. + 5 yrs of exp. 
OR MS in Software or Computer Engineering + 
2 yrs of exp.  Send resume to:  Elecia Morgan, 
5201 Regent Blvd., Ste. 301, Irving, TX 75063.

SUMMARY OF ORDERS
BUILDING AND STANDARDS COMMISSION

Thursday, February 23, 2017 at 3:30 p.m.
CITY HALL 825 WEST IRVING BOULEVARD

 
CONSENT ITEM:
Approval of the Work Session and Public Hearing Minutes for November 10, 2016

INDIVIDUAL   CONSIDERATION:
BSCP1611-0002 – Bill A. Wilson –
Commission made the findings and the following order:
Authorize city staff to make exterior inspections of the structure immediately and continuously; No later than 
March 6, 2017, the owner(s) shall provide a scope and schedule for the repair of the structure; No later than 
March 16, 2017 obtain permits if required for the repair of the structure and begin the repair work; No later 
than April 15, 2017, completely enclose and weatherproof the exterior walls and gable of the garage area of 
the structure such that they are in compliance with city ordinances. If the property has not been brought into 
full compliance by the owner(s) with the Commission’s February 23, 2017 order in this case by the specified 
dates, the Commission will consider levying civil penalties of up to $10.00 per day for non-compliance.
BSCP1610-0002 – Vanny Vongphinith & Tony Vongphinith –
Commission made the findings and the following order:
Authorize city staff to make interior as well as exterior inspections of the accessory structures immediately 
and continuously; Accepts and approves the scope and schedule dated February 21, 2017, No later than 
March 6, 2017 obtain the necessary permits for the demolition of the accessory structures; No later than 
May 22, 2017 complete the demolition of the accessory structures.  If the owners have not completely 
demolished the accessory structures and removed the debris by the deadline dates set forth in the Febru-
ary 23, 2017 Commission order, the Commission authorizes the City of Irving to demolish the accessory 
structures and remove the debris from the property on or after May 23, 2017. Also, if the property has not 
been brought into full compliance by the owners with the Commission’s February 23, 2017 order in this 
case by the specified dates, the Commission will consider levying civil penalties of up to $1000.00 per day 
for non-compliance.
BSCP1605-0004 – 2317 Peters Rd. - Jackeline Carmen Bautista, Christopher A. Gonzalez and Jacke-
line L. Gonzalez Bautista –
Case pulled from the agenda – was not heard at this time
BSCP1603-0001 – 109 E. Northgate Dr. – Elegant Investment Group, Inc. and F & M Properties, Inc. 
/Bank of America NA
Allow city staff to make interior as well as exterior inspections of the structures immediately and continu-
ously; Accepts and approves the scope and schedule dated February 17, 2017 and no later than April 10, 
2017 complete the repairs and/or demolition of the structures.  Also, if the property has not been brought 
into full compliance with the Commission’s February 23, 2017 order in this case by the specified dates, the 
Commission will consider levying civil penalties of up to $1000.00 per day for non-compliance.  

This is an abbreviated summary of the Commission Orders as established at the February 23, 2017 
Building and Standards Commission Hearing.  A complete copy of the Commissions’ Orders may 
be obtained from Rachel Sedillo, Clerk for the Building and Standards Commission, City of Irving, 
Inspections Dept., 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas 75060 (972-721-2388)

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-9913
ZONING CASE NO. ZC16-0089
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-2
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDI-
NANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND 
DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE HIS MASTERPLAN ADDITION AND LOCATED AT 
1901 NORTH MACARTHUR BOULEVARD, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT 
A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM C-O COM-
MERCIAL OFFICE DISTRICT USE UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED AND FROM S-P-2 
SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR C-O USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED, TO S-P-2 
SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR C-O USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE 
SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDI-
TIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP 
ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING OR-
DINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; 
PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING OR-
DINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND 
PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE 2017-9914
ZONING CASE NO. ZC16-0097
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – R-6
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDI-
NANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND DE-
SCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE SENTER SQUARE ADDITION AND LOCATED AT 1923 
SENTER ROAD, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN THE BODY OF THIS ORDINANCE; 
ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM S-P-1 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR 
GASOLINE SERVICE STATION USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO R-6 SINGLE 
FAMILY DISTRICT USE UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP 
ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDI-
NANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE DEMAND 
A ZONING CHANGE AND AMENDMENT HEREIN MADE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES 
NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT 
CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, on February 16, 
2017.

BETH VAN DUYNE, MAYOR
ATTEST: Shanae Jennings, City Secretary
APPROVED AS TO FORM: Kuruvilla Oommen, City Attorney

The City of Irving Capital Improvement Program 
Department hereby gives notice of its intent to 
revise the flood hazard information, generally 
located between the northwest corner of Cabell 
Drive and Belt Line Road.  Specifically, the flood 
hazard information shall be revised along Tribu-
tary 2 to Hackberry Creek from a point approx-
imately 400 feet upstream of Hackberry Creek 
to a point approximately 1730 feet upstream of 
Hackberry Creek.  

As a result of the revision, the 1% annual chance 
water-surface elevations shall be established 
and the 1% annual chance floodplain shall widen 
and narrow within the area of revision.

Maps and detailed analysis of the revision can 
be reviewed at the City of Irving at 825 West 
Irving Blvd.  Interested persons may call Garry 
Fennell at 972-721-3721 for additional informa-
tion from March 6, to April 3, 2017.

LEGALS LEGALS

Subscribe 
to the  

Rambler

take the stage, she explained that 
the students have been practicing 
for months for the concert. 

“The kids are excited about the 
performance,” Reed said. “I don’t 
think they understand quite how big 
the stage is, so it’s going to be very 
exciting for them when they get in 
there, but they’re definitely excited 
to represent Austin [Middle School] 
today.”

Kris Crowder, the head band 
director at Austin Middle School, 
echoed the excitement his students 
felt and hoped that it would be an 
experience his kids, and many more 
kids, would be able to have for years 
to come.

“For some of these students, this 
is going to be the biggest stage they’ll 
ever get to perform on,” Crowder 
said. “I’ve traveled around the U.S. 
playing in different halls and con-
ducting in different places. This is 
going to be a fantastic opportunity 
for them. I’m super excited for them 
to get this opportunity and real-
ly hope we can keep this going for 
many, many years.”

making things, creating art, but not 
a lot of affordable space for them to 
showcase that art.

“So, I put two and two together 
and asked my boss if I could use 
some of the empty buildings to put 
on temporary art shows. I started 
doing that, and I really liked it. I 
kind of surprised myself by realizing 
that those were the kind of things 
that I wanted to have happen in a 
neighborhood where I could live 
and work. I got empowered by that 
idea, wondering what else I could do 
to make Dallas more of a place that I 
really loved,” she said.

Adam Greene, founder of Biblio-
theca, which itself began as a Kick-
starter project that acquired over 
$1.4 million dollars, was the only 
panelist who was not a UD alum-
ni. He highlighted working hard to 
achieve your goals, but said you also 
need to take the time to maintain 
your physical and mental health.

“There’s always a conflict in any 
business between being efficient 
and being healthy, living a healthy 
lifestyle,” Greene said. “I have a fam-
ily. I have a wife. I have a one-and-
a-half-year-old. If I could go back 
and tell myself something, I would 
say ‘don’t stress out so much about 
this, just take a break, go play with 
your daughter and get some sleep.’ 
If I could go back and get some of 
that time back I would, but I can’t. 
That’s part of the risk you take as a 
business owner.

“Some of that is my own fault; 
sometimes you have poor planning 
or you made a bad estimation, you 
aren’t sure about things. You think 
this work has to be done tonight, it 
can’t be tomorrow; it has to be to-
night. 

“There are times when you wake 
up and think there’s nothing but 
getting to work and making this 
thing happen. I think that if that’s 
your first thought in the morning as 
a business owner, then you need to 
not work. You need to go for a walk, 
you need to call someone you trust, 
you just need to take a deep breath 
and relax. If you enter the day with 
that mindset, you’ll leave the day 
with that mindset, and you’ll be 
wrung out.”
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Lulu
Hello there! I'm Lulu and I assume that you are someone who's looking for a new addition to your 
family. Well, let me tell you a little bit about myself so you can see if I'm what you're looking for. 
I'm two years old and a female. I came from another shelter that was full. And I can tell you quite 
plainly that I'm NOT a couch potato. At least not most of the time. I love to run and play in the yard 
here.  I'm attentive to my surroundings and I love people. In fact, I love people so much that sitting 
on someone's lap and getting petted gives me great joy. (That's where the couch potato part comes 
in.) But you cannot really know me without coming out and meeting me. That's the only way you'll 
know for sure if I'm meant for you. So come on out and let's visit.

Starlight
Hi guys! I'm Starlight. You know, "star light, star bright, first star I see 
tonight." I'm a quiet, 4.5 year-old girl who enjoys laying back and taking 
things in. Of course, if you give me head scratches, I'll be your favorite 
purr machine for as long as you want to stay. I came here from another 
shelter, and I enjoy every one I meet. Of course, "I wish I may, I wish I 
might, have the wish I wish tonight." You can make my wish come true.

DEATH NOTICES

Aria Cremation Service & Funeral Homes
972-607-4400

Douglas Ray Dean - Nov. 24, 1967 – Feb. 14, 2017
Arlene S. Heinemann - Jan. 27, 1938 – Feb. 25, 2017

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

Audrey Eura West - Jul. 27, 1930 – Feb. 22, 2017
James Nelson - Mar. 16, 1946 – Feb. 21, 2017

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

Richard “Rick” D. Vannest - Jul. 22, 1947 – Feb. 23, 2017
Evelyn Percle - May 19, 1929 – Feb. 22, 2017
Frances Mooney - Jul. 15, 1924 – Feb. 17, 2017

EVENT HALL RENTALS
IRVING ELKS LODGE #2334

2015 N. BRITAIN RD., IRVING, TX 75061
PLEASE CALL (972) 579-0005
FOR MORE INFORMATION.

SEATING FOR UP TO 230 PEOPLE, FULL SERVICE BAR.

to become an engineer, she is still 
considering what kind of engineer 
she wants to be. “I want to see how 
many engineering styles there are. 
I’m still trying to find which one I’m 
going to be in.”

The event, hosted by ExxonMobil, 
is part of the company’s initiative to 
encourage young girls to pursue ca-
reers in engineering. This year the 
program engaged over 1,000 girls 
across the country. According to the 
National Science Foundation, while 
women make up over half of the U.S. 
workforce, they account for a mere 
15 percent of practicing engineers. 
In addition, less than 20 percent of 
engineering degrees are awarded to 
women. 

Kani Udoh believes that part of 
the reason there are so few women 
in the STEM fields is because girls 
get discouraged when they come to 
the more difficult classes and start 
dropping out. Udoh herself strug-
gled with physics as a teenager. 

“This is the age where girls start 
to drop out of those STEM and 
engineering classes, and I think it 
continues all throughout their ca-
reers,” Udoh said. “I went to a very 
tough engineering school, and I did 
see women start to drop out as they 
hit those harder classes. Hopeful-
ly when they hit that hard class, it 
might be chemistry or whatever, 
they’ll remember ‘I remember that 
lady who didn’t love physics, but 
pushed through and persevered.’”

“I think today also helped girls see 
the different things that they could 
do as engineers, and the different 
passions that they could pursue in 
engineering. I think a lot of girls 

want to make a difference, and we 
need to let them know that they can 
combine their passion and make a 
difference through an engineering 
career.”

GIRL ENGINEERS
Continued from Page 1

By Vaughn-zel Lloyd
TEXPEX 2017 packed stamp en-

thusiasts, dealers, hobbyists and 
experts from the postal, stationary 
and philatelic classics under one 
roof for three days for the “Rail-
roads and the Mails in Texas” event.

“This is the world series of phila-
telic shows, and there’s probably 30 
or 40 of them going on around the 
country,” said Lyle Boardman, trea-
surer Philatelic Association. “Each 
show competes in what’s called the 
‘champion of champions.’ This is 
also the venue for the 120th meet-
ing of Texas Philatelic Association, 
which is a group of stamp collectors 
that has existed since the 1890s.” 

Featuring a multi-frame stamp 
competition that included the un-
veiling of the five-cent Grape stamp 
as well as presentations from both 
the Grape Growers Association and 
by the United State Postal Service, 
the event took place at Hilton DFW 
Lakes Conference Center in Grape-
vine from Feb. 24 – 26. 

“It’s an opportunity for collectors 
to come and see dealers that are ei-
ther from out of state or that have 
different things they might want to 
collect,” Boardman said. “A lot of 
these dealers are from all over the 
country. 

“We have had this show in Grape-
vine for a while. The last two years, 
we’ve had either an ice storm or 
snow storm, so it was very different 
to set up yesterday with it being nice 
and warm.”

Rich Firestone, a member of the 
CSAC (Citizen’s Stamp Advisory 
Committee) was in charge of issu-
ing and selling the five cent Grape 
stamp. The stamp was a recreation 
of last year’s stamp in a different 
coil. 

TEXPEX delivers history through stamps
“We take input from the general 

public on what the [public] would 
like in a stamp,” Firestone said. 
“Then they create what the pub-
lic wants to see. We sold a lot of 
[stamps], which tells us [the public 
is] happy with them.”

Afra Roet flew from San Diego 
prior to attending TEXPEX. 

“I have never collected stamps, 
but I bought some stamps today,” 
Roet said. “So this could be the be-
ginning of something new. 

“We don’t use that many stamps 
anymore. We don’t use the postal 
service that much anymore, but I 
wonder if sometimes kids still know 
that it exists. There’s a certain ro-
mance about stamps and travel way 
back when mail would go by boat 
and take a long time; or you would 
send a letter by plane and had to 

buy a specialty air mail envelope. It 
wasn’t even an envelope. It was just 
a piece of paper folded, right? It was 
all very special, hand written notes 
to remember those days. 

“I walked by an exhibit of propa-
ganda stamps. I looked at the ones 
from Vietnam from the war. They 
were listing the number of Ameri-
cans that they took prisoner. I took 
pictures of those, because friends of 
mine went to Vietnam recently. You 
don’t see North Vietnamese propa-
ganda images very often so to find 
them here on these stamps is inter-
esting. It’s a perspective from a pop-
ulation expressed in a stamp that 
you normally don’t see,” she said. 

According to Boardman, the 
number of events similar to TEX-
PEX has declined over the past sev-
eral years, but the hobby of stamp 

collecting will continue. 
“There is a lot of [stamp] stuff out 

there, and there’s still a lot of history 
to learn,” Boardman said. “It’s fasci-
nating when you’re discovering that 
you can tell when a person traveled 
from country to country by know-

ing when they shipped. You know 
there are people that study the ship 
charts, so they can know when this 
letter went back and forth. There are 
countries producing a lot of stamps, 
and they are not always for the use 
of postage. They’re for collectors.”

Lyle Boardman, treasurer of the Philatelic Association, showcases a collection of stamps 
at TEXPEX 2017, an event that packs together stamp hobbyists from across the country. 
/ Photo by Vaughn-zel Lloyd

Girls intently focus on putting together a marble roller coaster with only duck tape and 
file folders at the 14th annual Introduce a Girl to Engineering Day. 
/ Photo by Ariel Graham
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American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Buttons & Bows Square 

& Round Dance Club 
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Evening Lions Club

1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm
Community Bible Church

2301 Texas Drive
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Hallelujah Pool Players

Every Wed. @ Noon
Heritage Senior Center

200 S Jefferson St., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month 
7:30 to 9 PM

Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
 Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Second Tuesday each month @ 7:30 P.M.

132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm 
IHOP on Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Chateau on Wildbriar Lake

1515 Hard Rock Road
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS

1. FOOD & DRINK: Which plant sometimes 
is known as “pieplant” because its edible 
stalks often are used in desserts?
2. LITERATURE: Which of Shakespeare’s 
plays features a character named Viola?
3. MOVIES: Which movie featured the 

theme song “You’ve Got a Friend In Me”?
4. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who served as vice president of the U.S. for 82 
days before becoming president?
5. GEOGRAPHY: What two countries are connected by the Khyber 
Pass?
6. MUSIC: What bridge did Billie Joe jump off in Bobbie Gentry’s song 
“Ode to Billie Joe”?
7. ANATOMY: Where would the parietal bones be found in the human 
body?
8. RELIGION: What is the second book of the Old Testament?
9. GEOLOGY: What kind of natural stone is known as Carrara?
10. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What is the official language of Brazil?

Answers
1. Rhubarb
2. “Twelfth Night”
3. “Toy Story”
4. Harry Truman
5. Afghanistan and Pakistan
6. The Tallahatchie bridge
7. The skull
8. Exodus
9. Marble
10. Portuguese

* It was beloved 20th-century English novelist, 
journalist and critic Eric Arthur Blair -- better known 
as George Orwell -- who made the following sage 
observation: “Journalism is printing what someone 
else does not want printed; everything else is public 
relations.” 

* In August of last year, Charles City, Iowa, saw an 
over-the-top display of irony when a local bar named 
DeRailed was struck by -- you guessed it -- a de-
railed train car.  

* Thanks to Peter Jackson’s films, you’re probably 
familiar with J.R.R. Tolkien’s “Lord of the Rings” 
series, even if you haven’t read the books. There’s 

been quite a lot of scholarship about the novels. Most of the research focuses 
on literary analysis and historical analogies, and understandably so; a work of 
fantasy doesn’t seem to lend itself to scientific analysis. However, the Journal 
of Interdisciplinary Science Topics recently published an article titled, “Simply 
Walking into Mordor: How Much Lembas Would the Fellowship Have Need-
ed?” In it, Skye Rosetti and Krisho Manaharan make public their calculations 
of the caloric intake that would have been necessary for the Fellowship to 
walk 92 days to Mordor: precisely 1,780,214.59. 

* A survey from retailer Long Tall Sally found that 40 percent of American 
women own shoes that they know they can’t walk in, but wear them anyway. 
The average woman claims she can last two hours in painful shoes.

* You probably know that “fuzz” has been a common slang term for police, 
but did you ever wonder why? It began in the United Kingdom, where police 
officers in London sometimes wore fuzzy hats. 
***
Thought for the Day: “There is nothing wrong with America that cannot be 
cured by what is right with America.” -- William J. Clinton.
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UNITY CHURCH
Unity of Irving

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class

11:00 AM Service
& Children’s Church

Reverend Frank Pounders
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-5083

unitychurchofirving.com

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third,  75060

972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Chapel
Second and fourth Sundays

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

First Church of Christ, Scientist
2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 75061

972-253-7202
www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-0476

access code 884879
For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.
972-790-8606 

www.BeltLineChurch.com

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W. Airport Freeway Irving Tx
972-255-4185

www.ppumc.org

UNITED METHODIST

Nimitz Vikings Bowling 
rolls on to regionals

The Nimitz Viking Girls’ and 
Boys’ team fished the regular season 
with the girls winning the district ti-
tle and the boys earning 2nd place in 
district and advancing to the region-
al tournament. 

Freshman Lane Thompson (pic-
tured, left) won the singles title, and 
freshman Tommy Snipes (right) 
placed 6th in district earning them 
both spots in the individual tourna-
ment. 

Although The Viking Boys did not 
defeat L.D. Bell in the final regular 
season match, the Boys bowled val-
iantly. Tommy Snipes beat the 6th 

North Lake College wins 
Regional Basketball Title

The North Lake College (NLC) 
Men’s Basketball team won the NJ-
CAA Region V Division III Cham-
pionship by defeating Richland 
College 72-60 in the regional tour-
nament at Brookhaven College in 
Farmers Branch, TX on Saturday, 
Feb. 25.

North Lake will continue to play 
in the NJCAA Division III National 
Tournament at the UCR Region-
al Sports Center in Rochester, MN 
during March 16-18. The NLC Blaz-
ers are two-time national champi-
ons with wins in 2006 and 2008.

SOURCE Dallas County Community Col-
lege District

ranked bowler in district to overtake 
the final spot in Regionals, while 
Lane Thompson maintained his 
number one spot in district.

The Lady Vikings entered the fi-
nal match with a 5 point advantage 
over L.D. Bell. Led by seniors Katie 
Maberry and Katelyn Duggins with 
an outstanding performance by An-
astasia Peterson, winning the Dis-
trict Title by 2 points.

The Regional Tournament will 
take place on Sunday, March 5, at 
Plano Super Bowl.

SOURCE Irving ISD

Freelancers
Needed

Rambler Newspapers is currently 
seeking inquisitive individuals 

with experience in:
Editing - Writing 

- Photography
To apply send resume, clips and 

image samples to: 
staceys@ramblernewspapers.net

For more information
call  972-870-1992

North Lake College pose with their NJCAA Region V Division III Championship trophy 
after they dismantled Richland College, 72-60. / Courtesy Photo
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Nine MacArthur students had 
the honor of displaying their talent 
at the UIL Region Mariachi contest 
this past Saturday, Feb. 4. 

Senior Yahriel Negrete (right) 
and junior Melina Mariano (left) 
advanced, making the top Mariachi 

MacArthur musicians 
make history

You don’t have to pay to get into 
games. I have a boy on my team this 
year that came from Denton and a 
few boys from Duncanville.” 

During the ceremony, boys re-
ceived their jackets with accom-
plished pride from the President of 
IBFA, Cory Denecola. 

“We are out here to help these 
young men learn respect and the 

FOOTBALL JACKETS
Continued from Page 1

fundamentals of football,” Denecola 
said. 

“I’ve been with the organization 
for about four years now. I first got 
my son involved. Then I became a 
coach, and from there, I became the 
President of the league. I’ve enjoyed 
every step of helping these young 
men.” 

IBFA player Cesar Lopez received 
his jacket after playing in the IBFA 
for six years.

“I was happy and grateful to re-
ceive my jacket,” Lopez said. “It 
shows how long I have been playing, 
and it shows the work that I’ve put 
into this organization.” 

IBFA player Colton Panther also 
received his jacket after playing in 
the IBFA for six years. 

“It was exciting,” Panther said. “I 
want to thank my parents for put-
ting me into this position and driv-
ing me forward throughout my foot-
ball career.” 

Every season, IBFA recruits boys 
to join their league, between the 
ages of three and twelve. 

“We are an organization that loves 
football and just want to get young 
boys involved in football,” Martinez 
said. “A lot of parents don’t even 
know that we have a league out 
here, and they actually live in Irving. 
Sometimes we will go to Wal-Mart 
and see parents with their boys, and 
we will try to get them involved in 
football. We try to get flyers passed 
out to the elementary schools, be-
cause we want to start them out 
when they are young and have them 
grow within the league.”

Irving ISD students racked up 
14 medals and a Super Quiz cham-
pionship at the state Academic De-
cathlon meet in San Antonio. 

The Nimitz team concluded an-
other successful season maintain-
ing their ranking after regionals and 
finishing sixth in a field of 40 teams. 
The team also tied for first place in 
the Super Quiz Relay, answering 
35 of 36 questions correctly. Lead-
ing the way for Nimitz was Ramon 
Reyes, who finished the meet as 
the number 2 C student, winning a 
$2,500 scholarship in the process. 
Ramon set the school record for 
points scored by a Nimitz C student 
at a state meet. Carlos Estevis was 
the top A student for the Vikings, 
and Jhair Galindo was the top B 
student.  

Led by Ronaldo Carbone, who 
earned a perfect score in the in-

Irving ISD shines in 
Academic Decathlon

terview to win first place, the team 
from MacArthur finished 23rd over-
all. Miles Brownlee placed third in 
social science. MacArthur’s top A 
student was Tatheer Ajani, and Te-
resa Lindero was the top B student, 
while Alexis Lopez was the top C 
student

In its second consecutive showing 
at state, the team from Irving High 
School finished 25th with 38,676 

you’re considering, and the compe-
tition’s offering. 

Paying $5 versus $10 per trade 
might not be significant for every 
investor. However, that’s the dif-
ference between receiving $95 or 
$90 worth of stock when you in-
vest $100. Everything being equal, 
spending the extra $5 means you 
take an immediate 5-percent loss, 
plus you miss out on potential gains. 

Bottom line: Choosing a broker-
age with low fees helps ensure that 
your money goes towards your in-
vestments rather than overhead ex-
penses. Low-fee brokerages aren’t 
necessarily worse either. Some still 
offer high-end services, advanced 
trading platforms and mobile apps 
that can satisfy the needs of most 
beginner or intermediate investors. 

BROKERAGE
Continued from Page 3

of your account balance. 
Don’t overthink account closure 

or transfer fees. It’s common for a 
brokerage to charge $50 to $75 to 
close your account or transfer your 
holdings to a different brokerage. 
However, many brokerages will re-
imburse you when you open a new 
account with them. 

Optional services are just that – 
optional. There are a few services, 
such as paper statements or premi-
um research tools, that often cost 
money but are easy to opt in or out 
of based on your preferences.

How much could you save by 
choosing a low-fee brokerage? Un-
less you’re an advanced investor, 
there are likely a variety of broker-
ages that can fulfill your needs. Re-
view the fees you’re paying at your 
current brokerage, or at a brokerage 

   A crane toppled over in Las Colinas at the Water Street construction site on Monday morning, Feb. 
27. One person was injured and transported to a local hospital. The ground near the site may have 
given way under one of the outrigger jacks. However, the cause of the accident is currently under 
investigation.

Honors ensemble. This is the first 
time since the inception of MacAr-
thur’s Mariachi program that a stu-
dent has qualified. The two musi-
cians will represent the district and 
participate in an all-day clinic and 
concert on March 25.

SOURCE Irving ISD

points. As a reference, the team 
ranked 34th with 37,642 points af-
ter regionals and improved by more 
than 1,000 points and nine team 
spots. The team also finished in a tie 
for 8th place in the Super Quiz Relay, 
scoring 28 points overall. Top A stu-
dent for Irving High was Minh Vu, 
while Eduardo Torres was the top B 
students, and Omar Lazcano the top 
C student.  

SOURCE Irving ISD

   Jacky Knox, General Manager of DCURD (Dallas County Util-
ity and Reclamation District), said no major damage was done 
to the railway and it's fully operational.
   Access for the photo above was provided by the Mandalay 
Omni Hotels & Resorts.

Crane flounders in
Water Street Project

A crane hangs suspended against the APT People Mover in a Las Colinas construction site on Monday morning. 
/ Photo by John Starkey

IBFA boys proudly pose with their new football jackets, a tradition that has been taking 
place within the football organization for over two decades. / Photo by Shaniqua Brown


