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FOREVER HOME: A curious dog at the Irving Animal Care Campus joins more than 65 dogs and cats that found forever homes at this years "Clear the 
Shelters," an event hosted by over 900 shelters nationwide. /Photo by Ariel Graham
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By Ariel Graham
More than 65 dogs and 

cats found their forever 
homes during the Irving 
Animal Care Campus’ 
“Clear the Shelters” event 
on Saturday, Aug. 19.

The Irving City Shelter, in 
conjunction with the DFW 
Humane Society, waived 
adoption fees for all pets 
on Saturday, drawing a 
huge crowd of would-be pet 
owners. The dogs and cats 
at the shelter were already 
spayed or neutered, given 
up-to-date immunizations, 
and provided microchips. 
By removing the adoption 
fee, the shelter hoped find 
homes for all their animals 
in a single day.

“Clear the Shelters” first 
got its start in Irving in 

By Ariel Graham
All eyes were on the skies 

as Dallas’ Perot Museum 
celebrated a partial solar 
eclipse on Monday, Aug. 21.

The eclipse was the first 
coast-to-coast total solar 
eclipse in over 30 years. The 
full shadow of the moon 
traveled from Oregon to 
South Carolina and was 
visible all across the Unit-
ed States. Although Dallas 
was not in the total eclipse 
path, residents still saw a 
partial eclipse with about 
75 percent of the sun cov-
ered. The eclipse reached its 
maximum peak over North 
Texas at about 1:10 p.m. and 
ended by 2:40 p.m. During 
the eclipse, the Perot Muse-
um held a free viewing party 

By Ariel Graham
Infrastructure funding 

was at the forefront at the 
annual Irving Transporta-
tion Investment Summit 
held at the Irving Conven-
tion Center Aug. 15 and 16.

Designed to bring togeth-
er private sector investors 
as well as local and nation-
al government officials, the 
summit hosted discussions 
promoting the growth of 
the infrastructure mar-
ket in North Texas. Topics 
included solutions for in-
frastructure funding, the 
condition of Texas’ roads, 
highway projects, and new 
transportation technology 
such as high speed rails. 
Irving Mayor Rick Stopfer 
spoke on the importance of 
bringing both the govern-
ment and the private sector 
together to improve infra-
structure.

Congressman Kenny 
Marchant hosted the 12th 
annual Eagle Scout Recog-
nition Ceremony at the Na-
tional Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica (BSA) headquarters in 
Irving. Over 200 friends 
and family were on hand to 
recognize 62 Eagle Scouts 
from Texas’ 24th Congres-
sional District. Sixty-two is 
the largest number of par-
ticipants in the 12-year his-
tory of the ceremony.

“This year, we honored a 
record 62 young men that 
achieved the rank of Ea-
gle Scout from around the 
Texas 24th Congressional 
District,” said Congressman 
Marchant. “As the father 
of an Eagle Scout, I’ve seen 
first-hand the hard work 
and dedication it takes to 
receive this great award. A 
scout consistently puts oth-
ers before themselves, and 
I applaud the commitment 
they’ve made in service to 
our North Texas communi-
ty. These young men truly 

Clear the Shelters helps pets find homes
2014. In the next few years, 
the event spread nation-
wide with over 900 shelters 
across the country partic-
ipating. This year, nearly 
7,000 pets were adopted 
in North Texas alone, and 
seven DFW-area shelters 
were completely emptied. 
Unfortunately, the Irving 
Animal Care Campus was 
not completely empty by the 
end of the day. In total, over 
72,000 pets were adopted 
nationwide on Saturday.

“It’s so wonderful to come 
here and see that every-
body’s got a home,” Laura 
Bookbinder, a volunteer 
with the DFW Humane 
Society, said. “There are 
many, many good dogs and 

Record number of 
North Texas Eagle 
Scouts recognized

exemplify the Scout Law: A 
Scout is trustworthy, loyal, 
helpful, friendly, courteous, 
kind, obedient, cheerful, 
thrifty, brave, clean, and 
reverent.”

The rank of Eagle Scout 
is the highest achievement 
awarded by the Boy Scouts 
of America and requires 
earning at least 21 merit 
badges over many years 
and completion of the Eagle 
Scout Service Project. 

During the ceremony, 
each participant is an-
nounced by name and given 
the opportunity to explain 
their Eagle Scout Service 
Project. They’re presented 
with a flag that was flown 
over the United States Cap-
itol for each of them and 
a congressional certificate 
of recognition. This year’s 
keynote speaker was Don 
McChesney, Assistant Chief 
Scout Executive/ National 
Director of Field Service for 

Transportation Summit urges 
infrastructure improvements

“It is our hope that by en-
gaging with government at 
the local, state, and federal 
levels, private investors and 
agency leaders, we will en-
courage collaboration and 
future partnerships,” Stop-
fer said. “Building upon 
previous years, we have 
brought together innovative 
leaders and stakeholders 
from the transportation, 
water and economic devel-
opment industry to convene 
with government officials. 
The purpose of this 2017 
summit is to provide a ven-
ue for policy makers and 
stakeholders to collaborate 
with each other.”

During the summit, the 
Honorable R. Dan Matkin, 
former mayor of Irving, re-
ceived the Lifetime Infra-
structure Champion Award 
for his contributions to the 
economic growth of Irving. 
During his time as mayor, 
Matkin helped to not only 
expand infrastructure for 
the city’s water system, but 
also helped establish the 
Las Colinas residential and 
commercial district. He was 
thrilled and surprised to be 
receiving such an award for 
his work. 

“It was pretty exhilarat-
ing, and it was pretty unex-
pected too, which made it 

even more enjoyable,” Mat-
kin said, after receiving his 
award. “I had a great group 
of people I worked with over 
the years.”

Congressman Pete Ses-
sions, who was not in atten-
dance at the time, was also 
awarded the Lifetime Infra-
structure Champion Award.

Although many of the 
topics discussed dealt with 
infrastructure and econom-

Perot Museum 
celebrates 

Solar Eclipse
in the courtyard with sev-
eral booths set up to teach 
young people more about 
the sun and the moon as 
well as multiple options for 
viewing the eclipse.

Mary Baerg, chief expe-
rience officer for the Perot 
Museum, said that the mu-
seum wanted to take advan-
tage of this rare opportunity 
to celebrate and teach about 
solar eclipses. 

“[Solar eclipses] are hap-
pening all the time all over 
the world, but it’s rare for 
them to happen in the Unit-
ed States,” Baerg said. “The 
last time that we saw a total 
eclipse that was viewable 
in the continental United 
States was 38 years ago. 
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ENOUGH IS ENOUGH: Ken Hall, general secretary treasurer of the International Brotherhood of Teamsters, leads a Teamster protest in Irving at McKesson 
Corporation's annual shareholders meeting demanding accountability and oversight in the drug company's distribution of opioids. /Photo by Joe Snell

IN GOD WE TRUST

Visit Our Other Locations
WATAUGA

5921 Denton Hwy.
Metro (817) 498-7079

MANSFIELD
310 Mitchell Rd.

Metro (817) 477-3383

(972) 253-7335
425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

Hours: Mon - Sat 5:30 AM - 3:30 PM / Sun 7:00 AM - 3:30 PM

Watch 

for details 

in the 
Rambler

Join us for our 
celebration to 50!

Where Irving 
Meets and Eats

 to 502 years

LOVE YOUR 
smile

Do you want to remove 
white spots and stains 

from your teeth?
Ask us about microabrasion. 

Call for a free consultation!

Dr. Vanessa  
Williams

2820 North O’Connor
Irving, TX 75062

972-594-4888
www.mydfwdentist.com

ive your smile the TLC it deserves. 
We offer a full range of general and 

cosmetic dentistry including wisdom teeth 
extractions, dental implants, dentures, and 
microabrasion. We have extended hours. Call 
us for an early or late appointment.

G

Follow us on 
Facebook

www.facebook.com/
mydfwdentist

By Joe Snell
Teamster union members 

gathered outside McKesson 
Corporation’s annual share-
holders meeting on Wednes-
day, July 26 to protest the 
American pharmaceutical 
company’s lack of oversight 
in prescription drug distri-
bution, particularly opioids. 
The protest demanded an in-
dependent board chairman 
be installed 
who would 
p r o v i d e 
oversight for 
the compa-
ny’s supply 
practices.

“ M c K e s -
son is the 
largest com-
pany no-
body’s ever 
heard of,” 
said Carin 
Z e l e n k o , 
Director of 
the Team-
ster Capital 
S t r a t e g i e s 
Department. 
“We want 
to address the root cause of 
where the drugs are coming 
from and hold corporations 
who are profiting to take re-
sponsibility. They have a le-
gal obligation to report sus-
picious orders, and they’ve 
been in non-compliance for 
a decade. It’s time they take 
responsibility.”

McKesson Corporation, 
the largest drug distributor 
in the United States, ranks 
number 11 on the Fortune 
500. Over the last decade, 
they have fought a string of 
government investigations, 
including one in 2008 which 
ended in a $13.25 million 
settlement.

“Let’s be clear, opioids are 
certainly necessary,” said 
Ken Hall, general secretary 
treasurer of the Internation-
al Brotherhood of Team-
sters. “But there’s something 
wrong when 80 percent of 
all the opioids that are man-
ufactured [in the world] are 
going in the United States. 
McKesson should take this 
more seriously. Enough is 
enough.”

According to Hall, the pro-
testers hope to force McKes-
son’s CEO John Hammer-
gren to acknowledge the 
epidemic and take steps to 

Teamsters demand McKesson 
oversight in opioid epidemic

curb distribution.
“The CEO is not taking 

this problem seriously,” 
Hall said. “Mr. Hammer-
gren should visit some of 
these communities that have 
been ravaged by opioids this 
company has sent into those 
communities.”

Hammergren was hired 
by McKesson in 1996 to run 
McKesson Health Systems, 

the McKes-
son division 
which sells 
prescription 
drugs to hos-
pitals. He 
was named 
p r e s i d e n t 
and co-CEO 
in 1999 and 
b e c a m e 
sole CEO 
in 2001. In 
2002, he be-
came chair-
man of the 
board. 

The CEO 
has come 
under fire in 
recent years 

when it was revealed by The 
Guardian in 2011 that he 
was the highest paid CEO in 
America, taking home more 
than $145.2 million. 

The shareholders meeting 
comes on the heels of McK-
esson’s plans to consolidate 
and expand its operations 
in DFW, including opening 
a new 525,000 square foot 
regional office in Irving.

The company agreed to a 
record $150 million settle-
ment with the Justice De-
partment last January over 
accusations it violated the 
Controlled Substances Act 
by not reporting frequent or 
suspiciously large shipments 
of opioids.

“Representing truck driv-
ers, I see a lot of people that 
go off on workman’s comp 
and get addicted to opioid 
medications,” said Brent 
Taylor, secretary treasurer of 
Teamsters Local 745. “McK-
esson should do more with 
the billions of dollars they’re 
making. They should do a 
lot more to help out with the 
treatment of these individu-
als.”

The company is currently 
being sued by West Virgin-
ia’s attorney general, who 
has accused the medical gi-

ant of oversupplying opioids 
in their state.

“I come from West Virgin-
ia, where we have a popula-
tion of 1.8 million people.” 

Hall said. “In the past six 
years, there have been more 
than 760 million doses of 

"McKesson 
should take 
this more 
seriously. 
Enough is 
enough.”

Ken Hall
General Secretary Treasurer
International Brotherhood 

of Teamsters
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Water District
Notice of Public Hearing on Tax Rate

The Irving Flood Control District, Section I, will hold a public hearing on a proposed tax rate for the tax year 2017 on 
September 12, 2017, at 11:30 a.m. at the Haggar Board Room, Haggar Building, University of Dallas, 1845 E. 
Northgate Dr., Irving, Texas 75062.  Your individual taxes may increase or decrease, depending on the change in the 
taxable value of your property in relation to the change in taxable value of all other property and the tax rate that is 
adopted.

FOR the proposal: Jon Schneider
Shawn Davies
Stephen LaMure
Richard Duge
Thomas Timbol

AGAINST the proposal: None
PRESENT and not voting: None
ABSENT: Robert Galecke

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing unit last year to taxes proposed on 
the average residence homestead this year.

Last Year This Year
Total tax rate (per $100 of value)           $0.453 / $100 $0.446 / $100

Adopted Proposed

Difference in rates per $100 of value ($0.007)
Percentage decrease in rates (1.55%)
Average appraised value * *
General exemptions available

(excluding senior citizen’s or disabled
person’s exemptions) * *

Average taxable value * *
Tax on average residence homestead * *
Annual increase / decrease in taxes if

proposed tax rate is adopted (+/-) *
and percentage of decrease (+/-) (1.55%)

* There are no residence homesteads within Irving Flood Control District, Section I.

NOTICE OF TAXPAYERS’ RIGHT 
TO ROLLBACK ELECTION

If taxes on the average residence homestead increase by more than eight percent, the qualified voters of the district by 
petition may require that an election be held to determine whether to reduce the operation and maintenance tax rate to 
the rollback tax rate under Section 49.236(d), Water Code.

Water District
Notice of Public Hearing on Tax Rate

NOTICE OF TAXPAYERS' RIGHT
TO ROLLBACK ELECTION

Water District
Notice of Public Hearing on Tax Rate

The Irving Flood Control District, Section I, will hold a public hearing on a proposed tax rate for the tax year 2017 on 
September 12, 2017, at 11:30 a.m. at the Haggar Board Room, Haggar Building, University of Dallas, 1845 E. 
Northgate Dr., Irving, Texas 75062.  Your individual taxes may increase or decrease, depending on the change in the 
taxable value of your property in relation to the change in taxable value of all other property and the tax rate that is 
adopted.

FOR the proposal: Jon Schneider
Shawn Davies
Stephen LaMure
Richard Duge
Thomas Timbol

AGAINST the proposal: None
PRESENT and not voting: None
ABSENT: Robert Galecke

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing unit last year to taxes proposed on 
the average residence homestead this year.

Last Year This Year
Total tax rate (per $100 of value)           $0.453 / $100 $0.446 / $100

Adopted Proposed

Difference in rates per $100 of value ($0.007)
Percentage decrease in rates (1.55%)
Average appraised value * *
General exemptions available

(excluding senior citizen’s or disabled
person’s exemptions) * *

Average taxable value * *
Tax on average residence homestead * *
Annual increase / decrease in taxes if

proposed tax rate is adopted (+/-) *
and percentage of decrease (+/-) (1.55%)

* There are no residence homesteads within Irving Flood Control District, Section I.

NOTICE OF TAXPAYERS’ RIGHT 
TO ROLLBACK ELECTION

If taxes on the average residence homestead increase by more than eight percent, the qualified voters of the district by 
petition may require that an election be held to determine whether to reduce the operation and maintenance tax rate to 
the rollback tax rate under Section 49.236(d), Water Code.

Water District
Notice of Public Hearing on Tax Rate

The Irving Flood Control District, Section III, will hold a public hearing on a proposed tax rate for the tax year 2017 on 
September 11, 2017, at 6:30 p.m. at 8830 N. MacArthur Blvd., Suite 101 Irving, Texas 75063.  Your individual taxes 
may increase or decrease, depending on the change in the taxable value of your property in relation to the change in 
taxable value of all other property and the tax rate that is adopted.

FOR the proposal: Chris Calvery
William Correa
Neha Kunte
Douglas Stephan

AGAINST the proposal: None
PRESENT and not voting: None
ABSENT: Mazhar Islamraja

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing unit last year to taxes proposed on 
the average residence homestead this year.

Last Year This Year
Total tax rate (per $100 of value)                                       $0.125 / $100                  $0.128 / $100

Adopted Proposed

Difference in rates per $100 of value              0.003
Percentage increase/decrease in rates             2.4%
Average appraised value $277,055 $299,957
General exemptions available

(excluding senior citizen’s or disabled
person’s exemptions)            46,633            52,287

Average taxable value              230,422            247,670
Tax on average residence homestead $288.03            $317.02
Annual increase / decrease in taxes if

proposed tax rate is adopted (+/-) $28.99
and percentage of increase (+/-)            10.1%

NOTICE OF TAXPAYERS’ RIGHT 
TO ROLLBACK ELECTION

If taxes on the average residence homestead increase by more than eight percent, the qualified voters of the district by 
petition may require that an election be held to determine whether to reduce the operation and maintenance tax rate to 
the rollback tax rate under Section 49.236(d), Water Code.8

Water District
Notice of Public Hearing on Tax Rate

NOTICE OF TAXPAYERS' RIGHT
TO ROLLBACK ELECTION

Water District
Notice of Public Hearing on Tax Rate

The Irving Flood Control District, Section III, will hold a public hearing on a proposed tax rate for the tax year 2017 on 
September 11, 2017, at 6:30 p.m. at 8830 N. MacArthur Blvd., Suite 101 Irving, Texas 75063.  Your individual taxes 
may increase or decrease, depending on the change in the taxable value of your property in relation to the change in 
taxable value of all other property and the tax rate that is adopted.

FOR the proposal: Chris Calvery
William Correa
Neha Kunte
Douglas Stephan

AGAINST the proposal: None
PRESENT and not voting: None
ABSENT: Mazhar Islamraja

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing unit last year to taxes proposed on 
the average residence homestead this year.

Last Year This Year
Total tax rate (per $100 of value)                                       $0.125 / $100                  $0.128 / $100

Adopted Proposed

Difference in rates per $100 of value              0.003
Percentage increase/decrease in rates             2.4%
Average appraised value $277,055 $299,957
General exemptions available

(excluding senior citizen’s or disabled
person’s exemptions)            46,633            52,287

Average taxable value              230,422            247,670
Tax on average residence homestead $288.03            $317.02
Annual increase / decrease in taxes if

proposed tax rate is adopted (+/-) $28.99
and percentage of increase (+/-)            10.1%

NOTICE OF TAXPAYERS’ RIGHT 
TO ROLLBACK ELECTION

If taxes on the average residence homestead increase by more than eight percent, the qualified voters of the district by 
petition may require that an election be held to determine whether to reduce the operation and maintenance tax rate to 
the rollback tax rate under Section 49.236(d), Water Code.8

The Trinity River Plays 
August 26, 2 PM and 7 PM
The Irving Black Arts Council in collaboration with Soul Rep Theatre 
Company will present an encore performance of celebrated actress, 
playwright and Dallas native, Regina Taylor’s, TRINITY RIVER 
PLAYS at the Irving Arts Center. The production, which includes 
the first two plays in Taylor’s dynamic “trinity” family drama set in 
Oak Cliff – JARFLY and RAIN. Directed by Soul Rep co-founder 
and company member, Anyika McMillan-Herod, the production 
features a dynamic cast of Dallas actors including Takenya Banks, 
J.R. Bradford, Natalie King,  Kimberly Nichole, Keith Price, and 
Monique Ridge-Williams.  
For more information, please visit www.irvingblackarts.org or www.
irvingartscenter.com or call the box office at 972-252-2582.  

Blood Drive
September 2, noon to 6:00 PM
Gift of Life Blood Drive will be held in conjunction with Carter Blood-
care at the Irving Mall from noon to 6:00 PM. The Carter Bus will 
be parked at the south entrance near Las Lupes Restaurant. The 
blood donations will benefit the children who are treated at Texas 
Scottish Rite Hospital for Children. 

IRVING PAST AND FUTURE:  Irving Mayor Rick Stopher 
congratulates former Irving Mayor, Honorable R. Dan Matkin, for receiving 
the Lifetime Infrastructure Champion Award at the annual Transportation 
Investment Summit held at the Irving Convention Center. /Photo by John Starkey

TRANSPORTATION
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Boy Scouts of America.
List of Ceremony Partici-

pants (*denotes participant 
not in attendance but recog-
nized):

Addison - Noah John-
son*, Bedford - Alim Cha-
rania, Adam Henning, Dale 
Krum, Carrollton - Abra-
ham Anguino*, Nathan 
Bennett, Ali Bharwani*, 
Jared Birdsong, Donovan 
Bryant, Liam Bumpass, 
Zachary Grasty, Tanner 
Jordan, Vladimir Lanke-
nau, Jared Lee, Dakota 
Scott, Colleyville - Philip 
Clayton, Coppell - Mat-
thew Anderson, Anthony 
Bilka, Richard Bridgeman, 
Curt Carpenter, Joshua 
Hart, Jonathon Lindbloom, 
Samuel McCoy, Pierce Mc-
Farlane, Conor Moriarty, 
Gabriel Roper, Andrew 

Smith, Bass Stewart, Nich-
olas Williamson, Dallas -  
Zachary Emery, Jonathon 
Gibson, Forest Huggins*, 
Jake Kennedy, Grant Lani-
er, Foti Pakes, Andrew Rich, 
Giomar Sajche, Euless 
- Will Mathison, Jordan 
Meadows, Zachary Miller, 
Grapevine- Adam Hadd-
ad*, Adam Martin, William 
Strum, Cole Tschirhart, Will 
Watson, Irving - Nick Choi, 
Ishan Goel, Robert Josch, 
Nathan Loh, Ryan Lom-
bardo, Vikram Murugan, 
Aaron Purewal*, Aditya 
Shah, Lewisville - Jacob 
Dashiell, Lucas Huckeba, 
Plano - Thomas Urech, 
Southlake - Reed Rags-
dale, Reece Snyder, Walker 
Southern, Will Vaughan, 
Michael Zelewski*, The 
Colony - Tim Beaudoin. 

EAGLE SCOUTS
Continued from Page 1

By Daisy Silos 
Wine lovers and future 

sommeliers gathered at the 
Four Seasons Resort and 
Club Dallas at Las Colinas 
for the 13th annual TEXSOM 
Conference presented from 
Saturday, Aug. 12, to Mon-
day, Aug, 14. Approximately 
1,300 people attended the 
conference which included 
educational seminars and 
wine tastings. 

James Tidwell and Drew 
Hendricks founded the con-
ference in 2005 to educate 

TEXSOM Sommeliers Conference
shares joy through wine education

people interested in being 
sommeliers. 

“A friend and I were study-
ing for a higher level certifi-
cation with a court of master 
sommeliers, and we realized 
there were a lot of people in 
Texas at that time who didn’t 
really have an opportunity to 
understand what that was or 
didn’t know there were cer-
tifications available,” Tidwell 
said. “We wanted to bring 
people from outside Texas 
who were master somme-
liers or others in the trade 

to really help educate those 
people to understand what it 
takes to be a great sommeli-
er.”

The first two days of the 
conference were packed 
with educational seminars 
taught by master somme-
liers. Seminar topics ranged 
from learning to pair beer 
and cheese to tasting wines 
from South America. 

Debbie Strus attended the 
conference for the second 
time. She learned so much 
from the seminars last year 

she decided to come back. 
“I had so much fun last 

year and got to taste some 
beautiful wines and learned 
more to appreciate wines in 
Texas,” Strus said. “The nice 
thing about some of the sem-
inars is that you get the op-
portunity to taste wines from 
regions you never would 
have tasted before.”

The conference also hosts 
the TEXSOM Best Somme-
lier Competition. The com-

ic development on the state 
level, infrastructure is not 
just a local or state issue. 
Rather, it is a nationwide 
issue. On Tuesday, Aug. 15t, 
President Trump signed 
an executive order to elim-
inate and streamline cer-
tain regulations in order to 
speed up the construction 
of roads and bridges and 
pipelines. Finch Fulton, the 
U.S. Department of Trans-
portation’s Deputy Assistant 
Secretary for Transportation 
Policy, was one of the key-
note speakers at the summit. 
He spoke about the new ex-
ecutive order and the impact 
it would have on completing 
construction projects.

“As many of you know, to 
build a single highway you 
must obtain 16 different 
approvals from 10 different 
agencies, governed by 29 
different statutes and at least 
5 executive orders,” Fulton 
said. “The process was nev-
er intended to be so com-
plex. After years of laws and 
regulations and guidelines 
piled on top of each other 
to make a big, complicated 
mess. This wasn’t the way it 

was supposed to be. That is 
why the President, with the 
Secretary of Transportation, 
signed an executive order to 
start the process of bringing 
sanity back to this area.”

Throughout the various 
panels and speakers, howev-
er, the theme of the summit 
was how to fund transpor-
tation and infrastructure, 
from the local rural roads 
to nationwide freeways and 
rail lines. Walt Humann, 
a prominent businessman 
and the “Father of DART,” 
was another of the summit’s 
keynote speakers, and spoke 
at length on this issue, once 
more stressing the impor-
tance of both the private and 
public sector working to-
gether to build a “superior” 
infrastructure system. 

“The DFW region deserves 
a superior transportation 
system, as does the state of 
Texas, and as does the na-
tion,” Humann said. “To get 
the superior system costs 
money. To get that money, 
we’re going to have to have 
leadership and us all pulling 
together, but it will be worth 
the effort.”
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EDITORIAL

WINE CONNOISSEUR: A wine sponsor competes in the Grand Tasting event during the TEXSOM Sommeliers 
Conference held at the Four Seasons Resort and Club Dallas at Las Colinas. /Photo by Daisy Silos
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EVENT HALL RENTALS
IRVING ELKS LODGE #2334

2015 N. BRITAIN RD., IRVING, TX 75061
PLEASE CALL (972) 579-0005
FOR MORE INFORMATION.

SEATING FOR UP TO 230 PEOPLE, FULL SERVICE BAR.

Sr. Verification & Validation 
Engineer, Coppell, TX: Dev. 
automation test s/w using: 
C, C++, Perl, Shell, PHP, 
MATLAB. Lead var ious 
V&V act iv i t ies.  Travel /
reloc. to various unantic. 
locations. Send res to Vejars 
Technologies, Inc., 722 S 
Denton Tap Rd., Ste. 280, 
Coppell, TX 75019

Michaels Stores,  Inc. seeks 
Sr. Systems Analyst-Pricing 
& Promotions in Irving, 
TX, to function as a liaison 
between the Pricing and 
Promotions business team 
and the IT team. Req’s. BSc 
CS, Electronic Eng., Bus. or 
related field or foreign degree 
equivalent plus five (5) years 
of experience with gathering 
business requirements and 
translating into specif ic 
systems requirements in 
retail systems environment. 
Experience must include: 
documenting business to 
process and data flows; 
systems development life 
cycle including issue, risk 
and scope management; test 
strategies, test 
plans and test execution; 
and, writing and executing 
SQL Queries. Submit resume 
to Michaels Stores,  Inc., 
Vishala Patel, 8000 Bent 
Branch Drive, Irving, Texas 
75063.   Reference Position 
Number: SSA-PPGC.

M i c h a e l s  S t o r e s 
Procurement Company  Inc. 
seeks Sr. Systems Analyst 
in Irving, TX to work as a 
liaison between the business 
community and the technical 
community. Act as an expert 
for the Systems Integration 
(SI) area. Req’s Bachelor’s 
degree or foreign degree 
equivalent  in CS, Electronics 
Eng., Bus., Eng. or related 
field plus five (5) years of 
retail systems or business 
systems experience. Submit 
resume to Michaels Stores 
Procurement Company  Inc., 
ATTN: Vishala Patel , 8000 
Bent  Branch Drive, Irving, 
Texas 75063.   Reference 
Position Number: SSAGC

Freelance 
Writers Wanted

For more information call
972-870-1992

POLICE REPORTS

opioids moved in West Vir-
ginia, with 100 million of 
those coming from McKes-
son. That’s serious because 
during that same period, 
1,700 people died as a result 
of opioid overdoses.”

The International Broth-
erhood of Teamsters are a 
long-term shareholder in 
McKesson and led a suc-
cessful effort to reject the 
board’s request to approve 
the company’s executive 
compensation policies. 

“Obviously the CEO has 
made it clear he’s not going 
to take the difficult actions 
to solve this problem,” Hall 
said. “We want somebody 
who can come in and take 
a fresh look at this. Once 
the American public under-
stand these companies are 
shoveling drugs in at the 
rate they are, there are go-
ing to be repercussions. The 
shareholders here should be 
concerned about that.”

Eddie Cox is used to 
fighting against addic-
tion problems throughout 
DFW. Cox is a member of 
the Teamsters Local 745, a 
pastor at a homeless shelter 
in downtown Dallas, and 
a pastor at The Men of Ne-
hemiah, a men’s recovery 
facility in Dallas. Cox has 
been working in DFW since 
2009 and has fought hero-
ine and meth problems, but 

he says the opioid epidemic 
is a fight that has different 
rules because opioids are 
not illegal.

“What we see here is an 
opioid epidemic which is a 
prescribed addiction,” Cox 
said. “If this was illegal, 
they’d be going after the 
supplier, which in this case 
is McKesson, and the push-
ers, which are the doctors 
who are prescribing this 
medication.”

According to Cox, doctors 
are prescribing individuals 
up to twelve pills a day.

“How do you not get ad-
dicted to that?” Cox said. 
“We’re trying to help, but 
it’s a whole new ball game 
for us. We don’t even know 
how to approach it.”

Cox said his mission is 
to raise awareness, encour-
age opioid users to take the 
medication as prescribed, 
and advise residents to 
question their doctors.

After the shareholders 
meeting, McKesson met 
the Teamster’s demands 

and agreed to split the role 
of chairman and CEO in an 
effort to provide more over-
sight. The change will not 
take effect until Hammer-
gren leaves his post.

Despite McKesson having 
agreed to implement an in-
dependent board chairman, 
Hall says the Teamsters 
work is not yet complete.

“Make no mistake about 
one thing: regardless of the 
vote today, we are here to 

stay,” Hall said. “We’re go-
ing to continue with this 
company and all of the oth-
er companies until some-
body says profit is not worth 
people dying for, and that’s 
really what we’re talking 
about here.”

The reporter reached out 
to the McKesson Corpora-
tion for comment, however, 
the McKesson Corporation 
declined to comment on 
this article.

eople around the 
country are up in 
arms about statues 

and memorials honoring 
the leaders of the Civil War - 
in particular Southern lead-
ers. These memorials seem 
to make people uncomfort-
able. Good, let people be un-
comfortable. 

Everyone should be ‘un-
comfortable’ about a war 
that claimed 620,000 to 
700,000 soldiers’ lives – 
all of them American lives. 
Those numbers do not in-
clude soldiers who were 
permanently crippled or 
disfigured, or civilian casu-
alties.

Ultimately, the primary 
problem does not concern 
statues. A few bronze stat-
ues can in no way reflect the 
number of American com-
munities torn apart by the 
war, businesses destroyed, 
and families left in ruins.

The main concern is a 
group of people manipu-
lating the topics of slavery 
and civil rights to take away 
others’ rights to freedom of 
expression and assembly 
while attempting to erase 
history and destroying art. 

Should we decide as a 
nation to scour our histo-
ry by destroying Civil War 
statues this month, per-

haps we should destroy 
Civil War cemeteries next 
month. Since I am cer-
tain we can agree all sane 
people are against war, we 
should probably go ahead 
and destroy all cemeteries 
dedicated to fallen war he-
roes as well as the individ-
ual gravesites of veterans. 
Of course monuments to 
the heroes of the antislav-
ery movement and the civil 
rights movement should 
also go as those might gen-
erate negative feelings un-
necessarily.  

Next the removal and 
burning of all books refer-
encing war, slavery, and/or 
the civil rights movement 
should take place immedi-
ately. As eventually every 
book will cause someone, 
somewhere, some level of 
distress, America might as 
well simply burn libraries to 
expedite the entire process. 

The eradication of chil-
dren would be a good fol-
low up action as they are 
not only whiney, smelly 
and suspiciously short, but 
expensive and time con-
suming. Anyone over 70, on 
welfare, and obviously teens 
would be the next groups 
targeted for removal from 
society. Think of all the 
money society would save 

without hospitals, schools, 
and social programs. 

Once America has no 
history, monuments, art, 
graveyards, literature, 
educational institutions, 
healthcare system, social 
programs or people, it will 
be an inoffensive, empty 
land where no one need 
ever feel uncomfortable. 

If a Civil War statue of-
fends you, don’t tear it 
down, show it to your chil-
dren and talk about it. Talk 
about what it represents. 
Talk about the Americans 
soldiers who sometimes 
walked hundreds of miles 
with little more than the 
clothes on their backs only 
to have limbs amputated 
without anesthesia, die of 
dysentery, freeze, starve or 
be blown to bits by cannon 
balls. Talk to them about 
slavery and civil rights. Talk 
to them about the resent-
ment the South held on to 
for many years after the 
war. Tell them about the 
horrors of war. Be honest 
about why war is a thing to 
be avoided, but do not shy 
away from or try to hide the 
truth of our past as a nation. 

Our nation’s history 
should give us a sense of 
hope and of appreciation. 
Instead of dividing us, 

P

The Irving Police Depart-
ment investigated the dis-
covery of a dead body in the 
2000 block of County Line 
Road. At approximately 
7:53 a.m. on Aug. 17, a pass-
ing motorist called police to 
report finding an adult male 
who had apparently been 
shot.   

Detectives identified the 
victim as 30-year-old Oli-
veros Jama and are treat-
ing his death as a homicide. 
Early in the investigation, 
detectives received a call 
from the Midlothian Police 
Department who had de-
tained a man claiming to 
have witnessed a homicide. 
Jared Michael Tucker told 
officers that he was giving 
the victim and another per-
son a ride when the shooting 
occurred. The victim’s body 
was dumped in the 2100 
block of County Line Road 
and Tucker began driving to 
Cleburne, Texas. Along the 
way, Tucker ran out of gas 
and was later contacted by 
Midlothian PD in the 1000 
block of N. Highway 67 as a 
suspicious person.   

Detectives interviewed 
Tucker and gathered ev-

Irving police 
investigate murder   

idence from the vehicle. 
Based upon the details of 
the investigation to this 
point, Tucker is being held 
in the Irving Jail on a charge 
of Murder. His bond is set at 
$1,000,000.   

The other person in 
the car was identified as 
49-year-old Lawrence Ayars 
and a warrant was issued for 
his arrest. Detectives were 
notified that Ayars was ar-
rested Aug. 17 by the John-
son County Sheriff’s Office 
and is in custody at the 
Johnson County Jail. His 
bond is set at $2,000,000. 
The motive for the shooting 
is unclear. 

SOURCE Irving Police Department

petition is held during the 
conference and includes 
a tasting exam, practical 
service exam and a written 
theory exam. For the tasting 
exam, competitors com-
plete a wine blind tasting to 
accurately identify wines. 
The practical service exam 
gives them a restaurant 
scenario where they serve 
tables while being asked 
some tough questions about 
wines and beverages. Last-
ly, the written exam covers 
knowledge about all types 
of beverages: anything from 
wines, cocktails and coffee. 
Only 25 sommeliers from 
Texas or a surrounding 
state such as Oklahoma, Ar-
kansas, Louisiana and New 
Mexico can compete for title 
of TEXSOM Best Sommeli-
er. 

“We offer the competition 
in order for them to under-
stand the level they need to 
be at to succeed in their cer-
tification process,” Tidwell 

said. “It’s a way for people 
to understand what they’re 
getting into if they want to 
go into the sommelier pro-
fession and help them move 
along in their certification.”

The winner was an-
nounced on the last day of 
the conference during the 
Grand Tasting event, which 
gives over 100 sponsors an 
opportunity to present their 
products. 

This year’s first place win-
ner was Andres Blanco from 
Houston, Texas. This was 
Blanco’s third attempt at 
the competition, and he was 
shocked to win first place. 

“This is so special to me,” 
Blanco said. “It was a little 
unexpected because I know 
I missed a couple of ques-
tions, but I studied a lot and 
just tried to stay focused. 
This award isn’t just for me, 
it’s for all the Latino som-
meliers in Houston. This is 
for them and all the Latino 
people who work in restau-

rants.” Along with 
the title of best 
sommelier, Blan-
co also received a 
$2,500 scholar-
ship to be used for 
a Court of Master 
Sommeliers certifi-
cation program. 

“In the end 
it’s about three 
things,” Tidwell 
said. “It’s about ed-
ucation, it’s about 
raising our stan-
dards in our indus-
try so we serve our 
guests better, and 
it’s about selling 
more wine because 
we love to sell 
wine.” 

remembering the contri-
butions of a previous gen-
eration should inspire dis-
cussion and a desire to learn 
about our past – not incite 
riots. 

Rather than walking in 
the streets and blocking 
traffic while trying to take 
away the rights of others to 
express themselves freely, 
assemble peacefully, and 
make fools of themselves, 
people could do something 
that will actually have a pos-
itive impact in the world. 
People could make a $10 
donation to Doctors without 
Borders, Refugees Interna-
tional, or Save the Children. 
To make a more direct im-
pact in their own communi-
ties, people could donate to 
the Lions Club, Rotary, The 
Salvation Army or any num-
ber of civic organizations. 
Such a donation could save 
time and effort while actual-
ly making a tangible impact 
in someone’s life without 
destroying monuments to 
a past generation and deny-
ing access to art and history 
to future generations.

“Those who cannot re-
member the past are con-
demned to repeat it.” - 
George Santayana 

Stacey Starkey
Editor

Jared Michael Tucker
/Photo contributed

Photo by Joe Snell
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Little Mama
Hi I am LITTLE MAMA !!! Because I am little and I was a Mama. 
I am an 8 year old young lady with beautiful brown tabby fur. I 
used to live somewhere that had way to many cats, so I had to 
be moved to this beautiful place. I hope you will come meet me. I 
promise I will smother you with purrs and hugs.

Sunshine
Hi. I'm Sunshine, and I'm about 4 ½ years old. My story is one of hope and survival, as 
I was found injured beside the road by a Good Samaritan. This person cared enough 
to pick me up, and get me to the shelter. The DFW Humane Society was able to pay 
for me to get the necessary surgery to repair my leg, and to provide a safe place for 
me to recover. I know some commands, and I love to run and play. I am unsure of 
small children and other dogs, and will do best in a quiet home. You could say that I'm 
a special girl that is looking for a special home. One with lots of love, soft beds, and 
grass to play in. Come see me.

See CLASS OF 2021
Page 8

DEATH NOTICES

Freelancers
Needed

Rambler Newspapers is 
currently seeking inquisitive 

individuals with experience in:

Editing - 
Writing - 

Photography

To apply send resume, clips 
and image samples to: 

staceys@ramblernewspapers.net

For more information
call  972-870-1992

Lee Russell, 70, a 
life-long resident 
of Irving, died 
Tuesday, August 
1, 2017 at Baylor, 
Scott, and White 
Medical Center 
in Irving. Born 
A u g u s t  3 1 , 
1946, she was 
the daughter of 
the  la te  Bi l ly 
Lee Douglas and 
J a c k i e  L o p e r 
D o u g l a s .  S h e 
graduated from 
I r v i n g  H i g h 
School and was a floral 
designer at Community 
F lor i s t  o f  I rv ing  and 
the floral department at 
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral 
Home for many years. 
She was an evening and 
weekend receptionist at the 
funeral home in the past few 
years. Preceded in death by 
her parents, a brother Billy 
Jack Douglas, a son, Jackie 
Russell and granddaughter 
Amber M. Russell Toon, 
she is survived by her sons, 
Jonus Russell of Irving, 
Gary Russell and wife 
Heather of Dallas and 
Johnny Russell and wife 
Cathy of Gun Barrel City, 
Texas; a daughter-in-law 
Cheri Toon; sister Christine 

Jackson; brother Roy Wayne 
Douglas of Irving; sister-
in-law, Charlotte Douglas; 
five grandchildren, Cody, 
Chelsea, Darren, Blake 
and Lane; nephew Keith 
Jackson; nieces Jessica Love 
and Jamie Douglas; and 
numerous aunts, uncles, 
cousins, and friend. 
The family received friends 
7:00 – 9:00 p.m. Friday, 
August 4, 2017 at Donnelly’s 
Colonial Funeral Home, 606 
West Airport Freeway in 
Irving. The funeral was at 
2:00 p.m. Saturday, August 
5, 2017 in the funeral home 
chapel. Burial followed 
at Oak Grove Memorial 
Gardens, 1413 East Irving 
Blvd. in Irving.

LEE RUSSELL

TAYLOR, Coleta M. – 
Jan. 27, 1935 – Aug. 15, 
2017.   Coleta was born in 
Bremond, TX to Earlie and 
Nora Evans Kornegay on 
a Sunday morning in her 
family’s home. She accepted 
Jesus as her savior at the 
age of 8 and was baptized 
in the Church of Christ in 
Flatonia, TX. She has made 
Irving, TX her home since 
1985, before that Ennis, 
TX was her home where 
her children were born 
and grew up. She worked 
for Ennis Business Forms, 
several sewing factories, 
Lotspeich-Bond, Tri-Mark 
Pkg. and Ellison Concrete 
and Plumbing before she 
retired in 1985 and moved to 
Irving. She was preceded in 
death by her parents, Earlie 
& Nora Kornegay, her sister 
Mary Thomas, her brother 
Earl ‘Sonny’ Kornegay, her 
husbands, Carrel N. Frazier, 
Fred Davis and Malcolm 
Turner, a son John Frazier 
and grandsons Malcolm 
Grubbs, James Frazier, 
Joe Wilson, granddaughter 

Beverly Wilks.  She is 
survived by her very loving 
husband of 16 years Doyle 
Taylor, sons Robert P. and 
wife Janette Sterling, J. 
Gann Wilson and wife 
Anna, Carrell N. Frazier, Jr 
and wife Sandra, daughters 
Mary Ann Mezzapelle 
husband Chris, Carolyn 
V. Smith, L. Marie Frazier 
and the caboose Coleta M. 
Wilkerson and husband 
Jarvis. Her grandchildren 
include Jimmy Wilson, 
Janet Nelson, Martin & 
Stanley Maddux, Veronica 
Wilks, John Frazier, Dr. Rob 
Sterling, Shirley Harrison, 
Michelle Rash, CN Frazier, 
III, Amy Wilson, Sara James, 
Michael Grubbs, II, Nancy 
Salter, Robert Ehrlich, 40 
great grandchildren. She is 
survived by a niece Nancy 
Barton and nephew Sean 
Kornegay. Also survived by 
James R. Sterling friend and 
former husband. Memorial 
service was held on Saturday 
Aug. 19 at Donnelly’s 
Colonial Funeral Home, 
Irving, Texas.  Graveside 
service was held Friday, 
Aug. 25th at Cotton Gin 
Cemetery near Mexia, TX.  
Coleta was a person who 
loved to help others. In 
lieu of flowers, the family 
requests that donations be 
made to organizations that 
support our military troops 
such as the Bay Area USO, 
SFO Intl. Airport Terminal 
1 Mezzanine Level, San 
Francisco, CA 94128, or 
your favorite charity.

COLETA M. TAYLOR

Sherry Lynne Gragg, a 
resident of Irving for 51 
years, went to be with the 
Lord on August 21, 2017, 
at the age of 73. She was 
born December 1, 1943 in 
Dallas, TX to James Arthur 
(Jay) Gragg and Catherine 
Jones Gragg. Sherry is 
survived by her sister, 
Kimberly O’Connor Grubb; 
one nephew, Michael Ryan 
O’Connor; one niece, Jillian 
Nailon; two great nephews, 
Jayson and Dylan Bryant; 
one great niece, McKenna 
O’Connor; aunt, Margie 
Gomes and several cousins. 
Sherry grew up in Dallas and 
went to Boude Storey School 
and graduated from South 
Oak Cliff High School. She 
earned a Bachelor’s of Arts 
& a Masters of Education 
in Library Science from 
Texas Women’s University 
in Denton. Sherry was the 
librarian at Gabe P. Allen 
Elementary School in Dallas 
for 43 years before she 
retired in 2008. Sherry loved 
books and all the children 
who read the books. She 
planned many programs 
and reading activities over 
the many years that she 
taught. Sherry was very 
organized and created a 
wonderful library with 
colorful displays. Sherry 
had several longtime friends 
in Irving, Gloria Barrera, 
Pat Strain and Sandye Hill. 
Together they coached 
girls and women’s softball 
teams in IGSL and ASAI 
for many years. Their teams 
won many tournaments 
with Sherry as the team’s 
scorekeeper. But best of 
all, Sherry kept everyone 
laughing and enjoying life. 
She was always a very 
generous person with her 

time and creative abilities. 
Sherry had a great love for 
all animals. In her lifetime, 
she had a rabbit, hamsters, 
fish and outdoor cats, but 
her favorite babies were the 
Boston Terrier dogs. They 
cuddled and kissed and 
often ate from the same plate 
with one bite for Sherry and 
one bite for the puppies. 
Sherry was a member of 
the First Christian Church 
in Dallas and most recently 
at tended Irving North 
Christian Church. She 
helped with trunk-or-treat 
and the Easter egg hunt. 
She also helped start a lunch 
group for the senior ladies 
called the Golden Girls. She 
helped arrange the lunches, 
gifts and activities that the 
ladies enjoyed for over 10 
years. Visitation will be 
from 6:00pm to 8:00pm on 
Thursday, August 24, 2017. 
Funeral Service 2:00pm on 
Friday, August 25, 2017, 
both at Donnelly’s Colonial 
Funeral Home, 606 West 
Airport Freeway, Irving 
75062. Interment will be 
at Restland at a later date. 
Donations may be made 
to the Humane Society, 
The Cancer Society or a 
charitable organization of 
your choice.

SHERRY LYNNE GRAGG

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

Burrell Hampton Hambrick Sr. – April 23, 1939 – Aug. 19, 2017
Gloria Ann Mignone – Jan. 23, 1932 – Aug. 17, 2017
Janet Elaine Langston – July 8, 1955 – Aug. 22, 2017
John W. Echols - Nov. 9, 1947 – Aug. 18, 2017
Martin C. Johnsen – June 16, 1950 – Aug. 15, 2017
Nada Wilson Bell – Jan. 4, 1931 – Aug. 18, 2017

R.L. Williams, Jr. Funeral Home
Ronald A. Keir – Sept. 8, 1973 – Aug. 15, 2017

By Sara Coello
The University of Dallas’ 

class of 2021 proved full of 
surprises, all of them pleas-
ant. 

The 427 students exceed-
ed the school’s goal of 400, 
forcing the school’s Hous-
ing and Residence Life De-
partment to scramble to 
find accommodations for 
the 383 new students who 
are living on campus. But 
after a smooth move-in day 
on Friday, Aug. 18, faculty 
and students alike seemed 
fully prepared for the year 
ahead.

This is the largest fresh-
man class in the university’s 

University of Dallas class of 2021 settles into Irving
history, breaking the previ-
ous record of 393. Though 
an official number cannot 
be given until the 12th day 
of class to allow for any 
last-minute changes, facul-
ty and upperclassmen seem 
ready for a bustling year.

Executive Vice President 
for Enrollment and Student 
Affairs John Plotts em-
phasized this year’s class is 
impressive in more than its 
size. These students hold 
the highest average SAT 
score in the school’s history, 
1260, ranking them in the 
83rd percentile nationally.

Nearly 25 percent of in-
coming freshmen will also 

compete on at least one of 
the school’s Division III 
teams, according Plotts. He 
said the class is also one of 
the most diverse by some 
measurements with a re-
cord-breaking 27 percent of 
students claiming Hispanic 
ancestry.

These numbers reflect 
well on Texas, which half 
the students call home. A 
quarter come from the Dal-
las-Ft. Worth Metroplex, 
and 20 hail from Irving it-
self.

“We’ve been trying really 
hard to recruit in the local 
state,” Plotts said. “It’s slow-
ly becoming more Texas. 

We used to be 56 percent 
out-of-state and 44 percent 
in-state. We consider [the 
percentage of local stu-
dents] a success.”

Plotts pointed out that 
other liberal arts schools 
of comparable size, such as 
Austin College, have closer 
to 90 percent of the student 
body coming from within 
the state.

The Texas representa-
tion does not overshadow 
a sizeable national and 
international population 
though; the class includes 
students from another nine 
countries, 39 states and 250 
cities. One student traveled 

over 9,600 miles from Sri 
Lanka to attend UD.

Samuel Ramirez came 
from Austin and plans to 
spend more than four years 
in the area as he completes 
the nursing program.

“[We’re] somewhere 
between Dallas and Fort 
Worth,” is all Ramirez 
knows of Irving, but he 
plans on recruiting a friend 
with a truck to explore the 
area.

Lydia Martin is an En-
glish major and transfer 
student from east of Dallas. 
She has relatives in the area 
and says it seems nice, but 
does not know Irving out-

side of campus.
“It’s not the same as the 

first time going to college,” 
Martin said. “I’m not nearly 
as explorative.”

Michael Wambsganns is 
also a transfer student from 
Saint Louis University. He 
and his family have not had 
much time to leave campus 
and the Las Colinas area, 
but are interested in the 
chance to use Dallas Area 
Rapid Transit to go down-
town and reach the local 
airports.

Both students look for-
ward to getting to know 
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American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Evening Lions Club

1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm
Community Bible Church

2301 Texas Drive
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Hallelujah Pool Players

Every Wed. @ Noon
Heritage Senior Center

200 S Jefferson St., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month 
7:30 to 9 PM

Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
Irving Democrats

Every second Tuesday of month at 7pm
Midori Japanese Restaurant

4020 N. MacArthur Blvd, #120 
Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Every second Tuesday of month at 7:30pm

132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm 
IHOP on Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Chateau on Wildbriar Lake

1515 Hard Rock Road
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS

* It was pioneering Mexican-American musician Car-
los Santana who made the following sage observa-
tion: “The most valuable possession you can own is 
an open heart. The most powerful weapon you can 
be is an instrument of peace.”

* Those who study such things say that men who 
tend to be womanizers when they’re single are more 
likely to be jealous husbands once they’re married.

* The beginning of a new school year seems a good 
time to note the origin of that lunchtime favorite, pea-
nut butter. A Canadian named Marcellus Gilmore 
Edson patented the product in 1884, but it didn’t 
become popular in the United States until 1898. That 
was when John Harvey Kellogg’s Western Health 

Reform Institute began selling it at expensive health care institutions. It 
seems that protein-packed peanut butter was perfect for elderly patients 
who had trouble chewing. 

* Rats tend to be right-handed, too. Or, rather, “right-pawed.” 

* Standing desks, stand ready: There’s a new trend in workspaces. It 
seems that standing up while working isn’t enough to counteract the 
detrimental health effects of sitting in an office chair all day. Enter Flu-
idstance, a company that wants to help you surf your way through the 
workday. Their balance boards, designed to be used with standing 
desks, reportedly increase heart rate and improve range of motion, 
allowing users to burn calories while burning their way through the mun-
dane tasks of office life.

* Driving isn’t the only activity that is dangerous to mix with alcohol. Sta-
tistics show that 40 percent of skiers who get injured in the French Alps 
are legally drunk.
***
Thought for the Day: “Many people consider the things government 
does for them to be social progress but they regard the things govern-
ment does for others as socialism.” -- Earl Warren

1. GAMES: In Monopoly, what color is 
the property St. James Place?
2. LANGUAGE: What does the 
expression “carrying coal to Newcastle” 
mean?

3. TELEVISION: What was the name of the news director on 
“WKRP in Cincinnati”?
4. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which U.S. president was the target of 
the first assassination attempt?
5. ANIMAL KINGDOM: In the cat family, what are vibrissae?
6. MEASUREMENTS: How many grams are in a pound?
7. U.S. STATES: What state lies directly to the north of Kansas?
8. MEDICAL: What is happening if you experience borborygmi?
9. FIRSTS: When were the first license plates required for cars?
10. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What does an onomastician 
study?

Answers
1. Orange
2. Something superfluous or 
unnecessary. Newcastle is a coal-
mining city.
3. Les Nessman
4. Andrew Jackson, 1835. The gun 
misfired.
5. Whiskers
6. 454
7. Nebraska
8. You may be hungry. Borborygmi is 
stomach growling.
9. 1901, New York state
10. Names

ANSWER KEY
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WORSHIP ADS

To list your house of worship 
in the Rambler, please contact 
Joe at  972-870-1992 or  joes@

ramblernewspapers.net

UNITY CHURCH

Unity of Irving
Sunday Morning Services:

9:30 AM Adult Class
11:00 AM Service

& Children’s Church
Reverend Frank Pounders

and Reverend Margaret Pound-
ers

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 
75061

972-253-5083
unitychurchofirving.com

First United Methodist 
Church 

211 W. Third,  75060
972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.

org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

Dr. Jack Wallace, Senior Pastor
Sammy Hargrove, Associate 

Pastor Emeritus

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

First Church of Christ, 
Scientist

2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 
75061

972-253-7202
www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-

1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-

0476
access code 884879

For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 
75061

1st Century Christianity in the 
21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 

p.m.
Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.

972-790-8606 
www.BeltLineChurch.com

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W. Airport Freeway Irving Tx
972-255-4185

www.ppumc.org

UNITED METHODIST

WORSHIP

Sunday Morning 
Worship
8:30 a.m.

Traditional 
Communion Service

Holy Communion every Sunday

9:15 a.m.
Non-Traditional Service

Plymouth Park Praise Band

11:00 a.m.
Traditional Service

Chancel Choir

Dr. William E. La Barr, 
Senior Pastor

Dr. Rusty Hedges, Associate Pastor

We're holding a place for you!

PLYMOUTH PARK 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

1615 W. Airport Freeway, 
Irving, Texas 75062

972-255-4185

For more details go to www.ppumc.org

SUPPLIES FOR SUCCESS

CLEAR THE SHELTERS
Continued from Page 1

NEW BACKPACKS FOR SCHOOL: Two Irving ISD students receive Stitch pack backs at the annual Supplies for Success Drive. The event which has been 
going on for more than a decade collects and distributes school supplies to IISD students from low-income families. /Photo contributed

BACKPACKS FROM VERIZON: Over 900 backpacks filled with school 
supplies are dispersed by Verizon at Lorenzo de Zavala Middle School. The 
backpack giveaway is part of a nationwide initiative. /Photo contributed

cats here, and they deserve 
better than being in a cage. 
For them to get a home and 
be loved, that’s the ultimate 
goal.”

North Lake College stu-
dent Katlyn Peck found a 
new friend in Outlaw, a Jack 
Russell terrier mix. Peck 
said the event attracts peo-
ple who otherwise would 
not be able to afford adopt-
ing a pet. 

“This is a really good 
cause for all these dogs and 
animals,” Peck said. “It also 
gives people a chance who 
can’t afford for dogs to be 
fixed and have chips so that 
if they lose them, they can 
find them.”

Nicole Tate from Dallas 
welcomed two new kittens 
to her family. She stressed 
the importance of adopting 
pets from an animal shelter 
as opposed to purchasing 
them from a pet store. 

“We have too many strays 
right now,” Tate said. “We 
have too many puppy mills 
out there. [Adopting from 
a shelter] is the best way to 
get a pet. They’re perfect lit-
tle bundles of joy all ready 
to go.”

Stormy Aguilar from Ir-
ving took home a terrier mix 
as a companion for his dog. 
Aguilar said it is important 
for these animals to get a 
second chance at a family 
and a loving home. 

“There are so many dogs 
in the shelter that are sitting 
there and waiting for some-
body to get them,” Aguilar 
said. “It’s sad when you see 
two dogs sitting in a cage 
with no one there. They de-
serve a second chance, ev-
erybody does.”

If people are unable to 
adopt a dog or cat, they can 
still help out the animals. 
Laura Bookbinder suggests 
that in addition to monetary 
donations, coming out and 
spending time with the an-
imals is a great way to help.

“Maybe you can’t spend 
a lot of time with a dog or a 
cat, but it’s 15 minutes more 
love than they normally 
would be getting, so it’s 
worth it,” Bookbinder said. 
“You’ve done something 
good, and it makes you feel 
good. My first suggestion is 
donate, then volunteer, and 
don’t forget to spread the 
word.”



Page 8 August 26, 2017     www.RamblerNewspapers.com

SOLAR ECLIPSE SHADES:  Three kids are prepared to watch Monday's solar eclipse at Dallas' Perot Museum. 
The eclipse was the first coast-to-coast total solar eclipse in over 30 years. /Photo by Ariel Graham

SOLAR ECLIPSE
Continued from Page 1

The time before that, when 
it was viewable from all over 
the continental U.S., was 
over 100 years ago.”

The safest way to view 
a solar eclipse is through 
specially designed glasses, 
which the museum had in 
limited supply. However, 
the museum also offered 
other means to view the 
eclipse. 

“We have pinhole projec-
tors so people can see what’s 
happening and can see it 
safely,” Baerg said. “You can 
also make your own. We 
have on our website a video 
that you can do at any time. 
We also have the NASA live 
feed going on in the theater 
right now.”

Some of the attendees 
also brought special camer-
as and gadgets of their own. 
Sana Sulaiman from The 
Colony brought a 3D-print-
ed pinhole viewer in the 
shape of Texas. 

“I don’t know the exact 
science behind it, but the 
light of the sun gets focused 
through the pinhole so you 
can see the shadow of the 
moon passing over the light 
of the sun,” Sulaiman said. 
“It’ll focus that into an im-
age, so you don’t have to 
look at the sun.” She also 
added this was the first time 
she has seen an eclipse in 
person. 

“I think it’s really cool,” 
Sulaiman said. “It’s not 
something you see every 
day.”

Meredith Dills, a phar-
maceutical sales rep from 
Dallas, brought an unusual 
item to view the eclipse - a 
kitchen colander. 

“There’s a trick I learned 
in elementary school where 

you poke a hole in a piece 
of paper, and it makes an 
eclipse shadow,” Dills ex-
plained. “Well, a colander 
has a lot of holes in it, so it 
makes a lot of little eclipse 
shadows of the ground.” 

Dills first saw an eclipse 
when she was a little girl 
and is glad to be able to 
share this eclipse with her 
boys. 

“I remember when I was 
in second or third grade, 
there was [an eclipse],” Dills 
said. “I have twin little boys 
now, and they were really 
excited to come and see it.”

Those who missed Mon-
day’s partial eclipse will 
not have to wait long for 
the next one. The next solar 
eclipse viewable from the 
U.S. will take place on April 

8, 2024. During this next 
eclipse, Dallas is expected 
to see not just a partial, but 
a total solar eclipse as the 
moon’s shadow will pass 
over North Texas and the 
eastern half of the country. 

Baerg hoped the day’s 
event would get more peo-
ple interested in science as 
a whole. 

“I think it’s a great oppor-
tunity for people to come to-
gether,” Baerg said. “They’re 
calling it ‘The Great Ameri-
can Eclipse,’ because every-
body in the United States 
will be able to have some 
view of it. If it gets people 
more excited about science, 
looking up at the sky, being 
aware, and curious about 
the world around them, 
then we’ve all won.”

their fellow classmates first, 
and said they experienced 
warm welcomes so far, from 
faculty as well as at least 60 
upperclassmen orientation 
leaders who volunteered to 
help move the new students 
into their dorms.

“They brought in all my 
stuff while I was doing the 
room form,” Martin said. “It 
was amazing.”

“I kept taking things out 
[of my car] and they kept 
taking them away,” said 
Lydia’s mother, Cindy Mar-
tin.

In addition to the help 
moving in and information-
al sessions on academic life, 
the orientation team led a 
social justice project Sun-
day afternoon, where stu-
dents put together packages 

for local homeless shelters. 
Advertised in the orienta-
tion pamphlet as “a fun and 
collaborative way to start 
serving your community 
in DFW,” the event was in 
keeping with the school’s 
Catholic focus on charity, 
as well as a way to connect 
students to the community 
outside of the school.

Other popular orientation 
events included a school-
wide scavenger hunt, panels 
on leadership and commu-
nity involvement, wellness 
and spiritual life informa-
tional events, and Masses. 
As classes begin and clubs 
start their activities, Irving’s 
newest residents are sure to 
find their place in their new 
school and city.

CLASS OF 2021
Continued from Page 5


