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"The community we 
share today was built 
on the hard work and 
efforts of our senior 

population. Tonight's 
contestants will 

carry on in the same 
tradition.”

Ray Cerda
Parks and Recreation Director

By Ariel Graham
Preparations for this 

year’s Legacy Gala were 
in full swing at the Irving 
Schools Foundation (ISF) 
Legacy Gala Kickoff Party, 
which was hosted at the La 
Cima Club in Las Colinas 
on Thursday, Oct. 5. The 
Legacy Gala is the biggest 
event of the year for Irving 
Schools Foundation. 

“The Legacy Gala is the 
culmination of all of the 
community support that 
we’ve received,” said Con-
nie Dunn, chairman for this 
year’s Legacy Gala. “We’ve 
called on all our sponsors, 
and they are so generous to 
come back year after year to 
support the Irving Schools 
Foundation. The Legacy 
Gala is a night of celebra-
tion.”

The theme for this year’s 
gala is “Celebrate Ameri-
ca.” To illustrate the theme, 
Dunn and other members 
of the gala committee wore 
dresses and outfits from dif-
ferent periods in American 
history, giving party-goers a 
few ideas for the gala. 

“The Legacy Gala has al-
ways been centered around 
an exotic theme,” Dunn 
said. “One year was Paris, 
one year was Rio, and Rus-

By Sara Coello
The 35th annual Ms. Ma-

ture Irving pageant took 
place at the Irving Arts Cen-
ter on Friday, Oct. 6, and 
proved a fun night to cele-
brate the senior women of 
the city.

 “The community we 
share today was built on 
the hard work and efforts 
of our senior population,” 
Parks and Recreation Di-
rector Ray Cerda wrote in 
the program. “Tonight’s 
contestants will carry on in 
the same tradition.”

This year’s Ms. Mature 
Irving 2017 is Louise Childs, 
an actress and gardening 
enthusiast who came to Ir-
ving all the way from Can-
ada. 

Childs originally came to 
Irving to help her daughter 
raise her grandson, who is 

By Ariel Graham
Verizon helped to bridge 

the digital divide by provid-
ing new iPads to Irving ISD 
middle schoolers on Friday, 
Oct. 6.

Every student and staff 
member at Austin, Bowie, 
Houston, Lamar and Crock-
ett Middle Schools received 
a brand new 4G LTE-en-
abled iPad. In addition, 
students and teachers also 
received a 5 GB monthly 
data plan for two years, al-
lowing for 24/7 Internet ac-
cess both in the classroom 
and at home. In total, over 
5,500 iPads were distribut-
ed across five campuses. 

Patricia Alvarado, Irving 
ISD’s Director of Instruc-
tional Technology, dis-
cussed how the generous 
event came to be. 

“In February, we were 
awarded a grant from Ver-
izon at the value of $8 mil-

Childs crowned new Ms. Mature Irving
now a college junior. She 
welcomed 38 children into 
her home, both biological 
and through foster care, and 

her favorite nickname is 
Nana Louise. 

With a humorous perfor-
mance of “Walter, Walter” 

and a black gown and pearls 
chosen for the evening wear 
portion of the contest, both 
the audience and the judges 
appreciated Childs’ pres-
ence and background.

“I’m just shocked,” said 
Childs, who participated in 
the pageant previously.

The other three contes-
tants were Susan Wiese, 
who volunteers as preschool 
minister and enjoys riding 
motorcycles with her hus-
band; Monica Walters, who 
came to Irving from Nairo-
bi, Kenya, and volunteers 
at her Catholic Church; and 
Alene Ford, a Texas native 
with a long career in civil 
service. 

All four shone in the tal-
ent competition. Wiese and 

Irving Schools 
Foundation hosts 

Legacy Gala Kickoff
sia was last year’s theme. 
We encourage our guests 
to consider dressing up like 
the theme of the evening. 
We’re giving you ideas with 
all of our costumes about 
how to dress for ‘Celebrate 
America.’”

Terri Oliver, the program 
and events coordinator for 
ISF, has served on the gala 
committee for the past four 
years. 

“This is the primary fund-
raiser for the Irving Schools 
Foundation,“ Oliver said. 
“With this event, we raise 
money to help implement 
the programs that the dis-
trict already has going and 
to supplement those pro-
grams. It’s really great for 
us to be able to help all the 
students of Irving ISD along 
with the staff of Irving ISD. 
It’s a very exciting time for 
us.” 

Last year’s gala raised 
over $431,000. This 
year, ISF hopes to hit the 
$500,000 mark. 

Christina Winters-Gears, 
chairman of the ISF’s Alum-
ni Foundation, started the 
first Legacy Gala back in 
2010 and has chaired five of 

Verizon gives free iPads to 
middle school students

lion to kick off a one-to-one 
initiative,” Alvarado said. 
“[Verizon is] giving us an 
iPad for every staff mem-
ber and every student in the 
building at these five middle 
schools and has provided 
training from different tech-
nology professionals that 
come in to teach the teach-
ers how to use technology to 
leverage learning. It’s been 
a fantastic, amazing, expe-

rience. We’ve really been 
looking forward to it.”

The event is part of the 
Verizon Innovative Learn-
ing initiative, which helps 
bridge the gap between un-
derprivileged children and 
the access to technology. 
Jeannine Brew, Verizon 
External Communications 

NEWLY CROWNED MS. MATURE IRVING: Louise Childs is crowned Ms. Mature Irving at the 35th annual 
pageant hosted at the Irving Arts Center. /Photo by Sara Coello
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The Boy Scouts of Ameri-
ca Board of Directors unan-
imously approved Oct. 11 to 
welcome girls into its iconic 
Cub Scout program and to 
deliver a Scouting program 
for older girls that will en-
able them to advance and 
earn the highest rank of Ea-
gle Scout. 

The historic decision 
comes after years of receiv-
ing requests from families 
and girls. The organization 
evaluated the results of nu-
merous research efforts, 
gaining input from current 
members and leaders, as 
well as parents and girls 
who’ve never been involved 
in Scouting – to understand 
how to offer families an im-
portant additional choice in 
meeting the character de-
velopment needs of all their 
children.

“This decision is true to 
the BSA’s mission and core 

Boy Scouts welcomes girls
values outlined in the Scout 
Oath and Law. The values of 
Scouting – trustworthy, loy-
al, helpful, kind, brave and 
reverent, for example – are 
important for both young 
men and women,” said Mi-
chael Surbaugh, the BSA’s 
Chief Scout Executive. “We 
believe it is critical to evolve 
how our programs meet the 
needs of families interested 
in positive and lifelong ex-
periences for their children. 
We strive to bring what 
our organization does best, 
developing character and 
leadership for young peo-
ple, to as many families and 
youth as possible as we help 
shape the next generation of 
leaders.”

Families today are busier 
and more diverse than ever. 
Most are dual-earners and 
there are more single-par-
ent households than ever 
before, making convenient 

programs that serve the 
whole family more appeal-
ing. Additionally, many 
groups currently under-
served by Scouting, includ-
ing the Hispanic and Asian 
communities, prefer to 
participate in activities as a 
family. 

"Boy Scouts is the best 
leadership program for 
kids available," said Don 
Herring, Jr., past chair of 
Boy Scouts of America Five 
Trails. "Now that program 
is going to be available to 
both boys and girls."

Recent surveys of parents 
not involved with Scout-
ing showed high interest 
in getting their daughters 
signed up for programs like 
Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts, 
with 90 percent expressing 
interest in a program like 
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

LOVE YOUR 
smile

Do you want to remove 
white spots and stains 

from your teeth?
Ask us about microabrasion. 

Call for a free consultation!

Dr. Vanessa  
Williams

2820 North O’Connor
Irving, TX 75062

972-594-4888
www.mydfwdentist.com

ive your smile the TLC it deserves. 
We offer a full range of general and 

cosmetic dentistry including wisdom teeth 
extractions, dental implants, dentures, and 
microabrasion. We have extended hours. Call 
us for an early or late appointment.

G

Follow us on 
Facebook

www.facebook.com/
mydfwdentist

Childs showed off their sing-
ing skills with renditions of 
“The Lonely Goatherd” from 
“The Sound of Music,” and 
Gracie Fields’ “Walter, Wal-
ter,” respectively, while Wal-
ter danced to a praise song, 

and Ford told a Texas-style 
tall tale from her childhood. 

The questions for the con-
testants provided a glimpse 
of the duties required of 
2017’s Ms. Mature Irving, 
inquiring about everything 

from the best advice given 
to them in their youth to 
the best way to stay healthy 
while aging.

The contestants voted Su-
san Wiese as Ms. Congenial-
ity 2017. 

Pageant Coordinator Pa-
tricia Davenport introduced 
Catherine Whiteman and 
Doug McAlister as the eve-
ning’s masters of ceremo-
nies, as well as 2017 Miss 
Texas Margana Wood. While 
contestants changed back-
stage between appearances, 
Wood treated the audience 

MS. MATURE
Continued from Page 1

TRASH and 
TREASURE SALE

8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 28
Heritage Senior Center

200 S. Jefferson St.
Rain Date Nov. 4

Vendor Spaces Available

Cost of Parking Lost Space
$15 for one or $25 for two spaces

Setup is at 6:30 a.m.

Deadline to sign up is Oct. 21 or until spaces are full.
No sale of food or drinks.

No vehicles allowed in parking spaces during sale.

Vendor is responsible for bringing chairs and tables for 
space if needed. All items must be cleared from space.

For vendor application and other event information, 
visit CityofIrving.org/Heritage 

or call (972) 721-2496

FROM CANADA TO IRVING: Ms. Mature Irving winner, Louise Childs, is an actress and gardener. /Photo by 
Sara Coello

to a show of the dancing 
skills that helped her win her 
title, and McAlister, the Her-
itage Senior Center’s current 
Senior Idol, sang. Jerilyn 
Cook accompanied the con-
testants on piano.

All the hosts agreed the 
judges had the most difficult 
job of the night in choosing 
just one of the four women 
to win the crown. 

The judges’ panel consist-
ed of tap dancer Sandy Mc-
Cravy, publisher Zoe Frost, 
and longtime civil servant 
Linda Spencer.

Ms. Mature Irving 2016 
also played a large part in the 
competition. Marilyn Wol-
ford sang and danced be-
tween portions of the com-
petition, and said she will be 
happy to advise Childs as she 
begins her reign.

In honor of her contribu-
tions during her own reign, 
Mayor Pro Tem John Dan-
ish announced Oct. 6, 2017 
as officially Marilyn Wolford 
Day.

“I’ll still have plenty to 
keep me busy,” Wolford said.

Other past Ms. Mature 
Irvings also attended the 
competition in their sashes 
and joined the contestants 
on stage as the 2017 winner 
was announced. After Childs 
was crowned, all joined in 
to offer congratulations and 
advice for the next Ms. Ma-
ture to represent Irving.

Cozby Library Hosting Indie Author Day
October 14, 1 to 3 pm
Cozby Library and Community Commons is hosting its first Indie Author 
Day. The event is free to all, so stop by to meet a real author and buy an 
autographed book. 

Ricki Derek and his Big Band
October 20, 7:30 pm
Ricki Derek and his Big Band will take the center stage of the Irving Arts 
Center Carpenter Hall. The first show of the 2017-2018 season for the 
Entertainment Series of Irving is bound to be a hit. With sounds of ole 
Blue Eyes himself, Ricki Derek will quickly win the hearts of those in the 
audience with his crooner style performance and Frank Sinatra songs. 

Chasing Rainbows--Songs of Judy Garland
October 20, 7:30 pm 
Karen Luschar brings her acclaimed show ‘Chasing Rainbows--Songs of 
Judy Garland’ to the Irving Arts Center--Dupree Theatre. One performance 
only. Karen is a Dallas native but has lived in New York for many years. 
Luschar captures Judy Garland’s heartbreaking vulnerability and spunk 
with almost 40 songs that this incredible icon imprinted on the hearts of 
millions including The Boy Next Door, Swanee, Easter Parade, A Great 
Day for the Irish, I Love a Piano, The Trolley Song, But Not For Me, and 
Come Rain or Come Shine. Garland’s story and music are seamlessly 
woven into this theatrical concert. 
Tickets range from $13.50-$29.50. For Box Office reservations, call 972-
252-2787 or go to: irvingartscenter.com
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EVENT HALL RENTALS
IRVING ELKS LODGE #2334

2015 N. BRITAIN RD., IRVING, TX 75061
PLEASE CALL (972) 579-0005
FOR MORE INFORMATION.

SEATING FOR UP TO 230 PEOPLE, FULL SERVICE BAR.

the past seven events. 
“I came up with the idea 

because we used to have a 
lunch in September, and 
it was a lot of work and we 
maybe raised $20,000,” 
Winters-Gears said. “We 
needed to have something at 
night with all corporations. 
We needed to have a live 
auction, silent auction, en-
tertainment, and we needed 
to do a theme. That’s how it 
got started.”

Winters-Gears added that 
the theme “Celebrate Ameri-
ca,” is not only very relevant, 
but also very meaningful. 

“I think America is suffer-
ing from a lot of different av-
enues and I think celebrat-
ing America is very poignant 
right now,” Winters-Gears 

said. “We need to know that 
our country is so important, 
not only for us, but the rest 
of the world. I look at us as 
the stake in the ground for 
the rest of the world. I think 
we all need to pull together 
and support each other, and 
this is the perfect theme.” 

Winters-Gears and every-
one at Irving Schools Foun-
dation encourages everyone 
to come out to the gala and 
not only support ISF, but to 
make a real difference in the 
lives of Irving students. 

“To those that are given 
much, much is expected,” 
Winters-Gears said. “All of 
us are so fortunate just to 
live in the United States, and 
most of us here and the peo-
ple who are coming to the 

gala are very fortunate peo-
ple. We have an obligation to 
contribute.”

The 7th Annual Irving 
Schools Foundation Legacy 
Gala, “Celebrate America,” 
will be held Friday, Nov. 
17 at the Four Seasons Re-
sort in Las Colinas. Tickets 
are available via the Irving 
Schools Foundation website 
or by calling 972-600-5018.

CELEBRATE AMERICA: Irving Schools Foundation hosts the Legacy Gala Kickoff Party with the theme 
"Celebrate America" presented at the La Cima Club in Las Colinas. /Photo by Ariel Graham

LEGACY GALA
Continued from Page 1

By Ariel Graham
Most Irving businesses are 

not planning to go cashless 
anytime soon.

Over the past few years, 
there has been a growing 
push for businesses to move 
towards eliminating cash 
transactions and accepting 
only credit or debit cards 
for purchases. Earlier this 
year, Visa declared a “war 

Cashless businesses learn cash is king
cashless payments prevent 
the risk of cash being stolen 
or lost, and result in a much 
more seamless, convenient 
experience for the consum-
er.

Others, however, are not 
convinced. Irving City Coun-
cilman John Danish object-
ed to the idea of a cashless 
business, primarily because 
he believes they discriminate 
against people of a lower so-
cio-economic standing. 

“Very often, a person 

who may be homeless may 
not have a mailing address 
to open up a charge card,” 
Danish said. “Therefore, 
even though McDonalds has 
that great dollar menu, they 
can’t even come in and take 
advantage of it if McDonalds 
were to say, ‘We only take 
credit card transactions.’ Of 
course, they may prefer to 
not have a customer who 

on cash” with its Cashless 
Challenge. The credit card 
company will offer 50 small 
businesses in the U.S. up to 
$10,000 each that commit 
to going cashless. 

Jack Forestell, head of 
Visa’s global merchant solu-
tions, said in a statement the 
challenge is a way to educate 
businesses on the benefits of 
a cash-free business. 

“At Visa, we believe you 
can be everywhere you want 
to be, and it should be easy 
to pay and be paid in more 
ways than ever – whether 
it’s a phone, card, wearable 
or other device,” Forestell 
said. “With 70 percent of the 
world, or more than 5 billion 
people, connected via mo-
bile device by 2020, we have 
an incredible opportunity to 

educate merchants and con-
sumers alike on the effec-
tiveness of going cashless.”

Supporters of cashless 
businesses will often cite 
that going cashless will re-
sult in much faster, easi-
er and safer transactions. 
According to an infograph 
Visa released, transactions 
made with credit or debit 
take only one to two seconds 
to go through, compared to 
six or seven seconds for cash 
payments. Visa also claims 

Keep Irving Beautiful 
(KIB) hosted its 26th annu-
al Trash Bash, the organi-
zation’s signature cleanup 
event, at T.W. Richardson 
Grove Park on Saturday, 
Sept. 30. 

Volunteers of all ages (224 
adults and 195 youth) picked 
up litter to keep it out of the 
nearby Elm Fork of the Trin-
ity River. The group pro-
vided 1,257 hours of service 
while collecting 760 pounds 
of trash and 1,440 pounds of 
recyclables. 

Following the event, both 
beef and veggie burgers were 
served for lunch along with 
chips donated by Frito-Lay. 
For the sixth year, the Trash 
Bash was held on National 
Public Lands Day with thou-
sands of volunteers engaged 
in similar projects across the 
country.  

In addition to picking up 
litter, KIB also includes ed-
ucational components to 
make the Trash Bash expe-
rience better. Naturalist and 
fossil expert, Jon Halsey, 
and snake expert, Barry Al-
len, brought displays of ar-
tifacts and reptiles, respec-
tively. Water Utilities staff 
was on site with information 
about water conservation 
and a prize wheel with give-
away items, as well as cold 

Trash Bash draws 
over 400 volunteers

water for the volunteers. 
Parker University Chiro-

practic Interns performed 
posture analyses. Event 
sponsor Nissan had repre-
sentatives discuss green al-
ternatives in vehicles. 

Many volunteers brought 
canned food items, a total 
of 539, which were donated 
to the Crisis Ministries of Ir-
ving Food Pantry.

KIB’s partnerships with 
City of Irving Departments 
played a role in the success 
of the Trash Bash. The Parks 
Department reserved the 
location and provided lo-
gistic support. Solid Waste 
Services provided a roll-off 
dumpster and weighed the 
bags collected. Corporate 
Communications sent an 
ICTN crew to video the ac-
tion and interview the par-
ticipants. 

A team of Code Enforce-
ment, Housing and Human 
Services, and Human Re-
sources employee volunteers 
prepared and served the 
lunch. Mayor Rick Stopfer 
provided an official procla-
mation declaring Sept. 30 as 
“Trash Bash Day in Irving.” 

“Over the past 26 years, 
the Trash Bash has become 
an Irving tradition that many 
people look forward to each 
year,” KIB Board President 

Jim Scrivner said. “We try to 
make it about more than just 
picking up litter. Our volun-
teers enjoy learning about 
water conservation, wildlife, 
and fossils, as well as con-
tributing to the canned food 
drive and participating in the 
posture screenings. We hope 
that our volunteers come 
away from this event with a 
strong sense of communi-
ty pride and the knowledge 
that they made a difference.”

Partners who contributed 
to the success of the event 
included: perennial sponsor 
Vizient, Inc., and new spon-
sor Nissan Group of North 
America; Verizon, whose 
Green Team members 
packed and distributed 300 
goodie bags to volunteers; 
AcuGraphics, who printed 

CLEANING UP IRVING: Volunteers of all ages provided 1,257 hours of community service, including picking up 
trash and recyclables, as part of the 26th annual Keep Irving Beautiful Trash Bash. /Photo contributed

See TRASH BASH
Page 4
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CLASSIFIEDS
LEGALSEMPLOYMENT

SENIOR GLOBAL SERVICE 
PROFESSIONAL: Abbott 
Diagnostics (division of 
Abbott  Labs located in 
Irving, TX) seeks qualified 
Sr. Global Service Pro. Resp. 
for providing leadership to 
Level 3 field support process 
g lobal ly,  inc l .  t ra in ing, 
remote support, & onsite 
support. Bachelor’s degree 
in electronics engg tech, 
industrial engg or in a closely 
related field of study required 
w/ at least 2yrs exp in: (i) 
identify & troubleshoot basic 
instrument &/or assay issues 
incl. the use of service 
too ls ,  manua ls ,  &  log 
analysis, in vitro diagnostic 
ins t rumenta t ion ;  & ( i i ) 
developing overall project 
timelines & deliverables, 
providing updates to mgmt. 
& overall team, & identifying, 
developing, & implementing 
new service tools, parts, & 
procedures to reduce service 
costs globally. An EOE.  
Respond by mail to Abbott 
Laboratories, Dept. 32RC, 
Bldg. AP6A, 100 Abbott Park 
Rd, Abbott Park IL 60064-
3500.  Refer to ad code: 
ABT-00544-KE

N O T I C E

Sealed Bids in response to RFB #002D-18F Sale of Property – 215 
E. Airport Freeway will be received by the City of Irving Purchasing 
Department, 835 W. Irving Boulevard, Irving, Texas 75060 until 3:00 
p.m. on Thursday, November 2, 2017, for the purchase of CITY OF 
IRVING’s fee simple interest of an approximate 4.9767 acre tract of 
land, subject to the reservation of subsurface minerals and certain other 
restrictions detailed in the bid specifications, (the “Property”), located at 
215 E. Airport Freeway, Irving, Dallas County, Texas, also identified by 
Dallas Central Appraisal District Account Number 324615500A0020000. 
The property is being sold pursuant to V.T.C.A. Local Government Code, 
Section 272.001.  All interested parties (the “Bidders”) must submit their 
Bid through the CITY OF IRVING e-procurement website, and deliver 
their Bid Deposit as directed in the solicitation.  The specifications and 
Bid shall be downloaded from CITY OF IRVING e-procurement website 
https://cityofirving.ionwave.net/Login.aspx , or may be picked up from the 
CITY OF IRVING Purchasing Division, 835 West Irving Boulevard, Irving 
Texas 75060 after calling 972-721-3752 to request a hard copy..

There will be no pre-bid conference in conjunction with this Request 
for Bids.  The approval of a Contract of Sale for the purchase of the 
Property - will be made by the City Council of the City of Irving at its 
Regular Meeting on or after Thursday, December 14, 2017.

The solicitation of Bids shall in no manner be construed as a commitment 
on the part of CITY OF IRVING to make an award.  CITY OF IRVING 
shall have the absolute right to waive irregularities in any Bid, to reject 
any or all Bids, or to solicit new Bids.  CITY OF IRVING reserves the right 
to withdraw this Property from any sale at any time.

ALL SALES ARE SUBJECT TO AND CONDITIONED UPON APPROVAL 
BY THE CITY COUNCIL.

RICHARD H. STOPFER, MAYOR

USMD announces that effective November 16, 2017, Weber 
Chuang, M.D., will no longer see patients at the USMD Las Colinas 
Urology Clinic.  Effective November 16, 2017, Dr. Chuang will 
practice full time at the USMD Arlington Men’s Health Urology Clinic, 
located at 811 W. Interstate 20, Suite G-22, Arlington, TX 76017. 
Please call 817.784.8268 with any questions.

Freelance 
Writers Wanted

For more information call
972-870-1992

TRASH BASH 
Continued from Page 3

the T-shirts; FASTSIGNS 
Irving-Las Colinas; the 
Rambler and Burb Newspa-
pers; and Magician Maxwell 
Blade. 

Prizes were generously 
donated by the Irving Fam-
ily YMCA, City of Irving 
Parks and Recreation, Kro-
ger, Glory House, and Ar-
nold Brothers Forest Prod-
ucts. North Lake College’s 
Alpha Zeta Eta chapter of 
the Phi Theta Kappa Honor 
Society helped with every 

part of the event, starting 
with the planning and re-
cruiting process. They were 
there early to set up and 
stayed late to pack up, and 
participated by greeting 
volunteers, passing out sup-
plies and T-shirts, working 
in litter crews, and helping 
with food service. A new ad-
dition to the team was the 
Singley Academy Police Ex-
plorers, who kept the traffic 
and parking organized.

SOURCE Keep Irving Beautiful 

BOY SCOUTS 
Continued from Page 1

Cub Scouts and 87 per-
cent expressing interest in 
a program like Boy Scouts. 
Education experts also eval-
uated the curriculum and 
content and confirmed rel-
evancy of the program for 
young women.

“The BSA’s record of pro-
ducing leaders with high 
character and integrity 
is amazing” said Randall 
Stephenson, BSA’s nation-
al board chairman. “I’ve 
seen nothing that develops 
leadership skills and dis-
cipline like this organiza-
tion. It is time to make these 
outstanding leadership 
development programs 
available to girls.”

Starting in the 2018 pro-
gram year, families can 
choose to sign up their 
sons and daughters for Cub 
Scouts. Existing packs may 
choose to establish a new 
girl pack, establish a pack 
that consists of girl dens 
and boy dens or remain an 
all-boy pack. 

Cub Scout dens will be 
single-gender, all boys or all 
girls. Using the same cur-
riculum as the Boy Scouts 
program, the organization 
will also deliver a program 
for older girls, which will 
be announced in 2018 and 
projected to be available in 
2019, that will enable them 
to earn the Eagle Scout 
rank. This unique approach 
allows the organization to 
maintain the integrity of the 
single gender model while 
also meeting the needs of 
today’s families.

"Boy Scouts has done 
what they think they need 
to do to increase their num-
bers of youth who are get-
ting a benefit out of the pro-
gram," said Kevin Kaskey, 
a Scout master and COR 
of Troop 281 in Irving. "It's 

going to be a sizeable under-
taking, but because of the 
Venturing Program that's 
been in Scouting for a long 
time that was already co-ed, 
there's already some ave-
nues in place that just have 
to be positioned over to the 
Boy Scouts."

The Eagle Scout recog-
nition is the highest rank 
in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica. Kaskey, an Eagle Scout 
who joined the program in 
1969, has a son that is about 
to start on his Eagle project 
and his older son his an Ea-
gle scout. 

"There have been rumors 
flying for years that they 
were going to start doing 
these things," Kaskey said. 

"It's just the way the world 
operates. You want to be 
inclusive, and you have to 
be open.  I've been aware of 
people talking about letting 
this happen for at least ten 
or twelve years."

This decision expands 
the programs that the Boy 
Scouts of America offers 
for both boys and girls. Al-
though known for its iconic 
programs for boys, the BSA 
has offered co-ed programs 
since 1971 through Explor-
ing and the Venturing pro-
gram, which celebrates its 
20th anniversary in 2018. 
The STEM Scout pilot pro-
gram is also available for 
both boys and girls.

SOURCE Boy Scouts of America

Freelancers Needed
Rambler Newspapers is currently 

seeking inquisitive individuals with 
experience in Editing, 

Writing, and Photography:
For more information call 972-870-1992
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DEATH NOTICES

Malia
Malia is a pretty fitting name for me. It means "calm and gentle 
waters." Now, as a cat, I'm not too fond of water, but I am calm 
and gentle. I'm a watchful, easy-going buff, red tabby. I love to roll 
over and relax when you scratch me. I'm just a year old but I am 
wise beyond my years. 

Hondo
Hi. My name is Hondo. I'm about 8 months old, and was rescued from another shelter. 
I'm an active happy go lucky young fellow. When you meet me, you will see that I'm 
not nearly so grown up as my picture would indicate. I know some commands. I love 
to play. I love meeting new people. I love going for walks. I love rolling in some good 
grass. The only thing I don't love, is not having my own family. I'm in need of a loving 
family. Maybe a home with other pets, maybe no other pets. It's all good with me. 
Let's meet.

(972) 870-1992 
joes@ramblernewspapers.netOBITUARIES

Je r i  Be l le  Buchanan-
Smith, 77, of Irving, died 
on Wednesday, October 
4, 2017. She was born 
on August 20, 1940 in 
Galveston, Texas to Robert 
Logan and Jacquel ine 
(Grable) Buchanan. She 
graduated from Carrollton 
High School,  attended 
Abilene Christian University 
and was a member of the 
Church of Christ. She was 
very giving, kind and funny. 
Many amazing memories 
were created and shall 
forever be remembered. Jeri 
is preceded in death by her 
parents and sisters, Jeannie 
Tussey and Jackie Odom. 
Survivors include two 
children: Cindy Derbyshire 
and  husband  John  of 
Grapevine, and Tommy 
Smith of Denton; beloved 
g r a n d d a u g h t e r s  ( w h o 
called her Mimi), Chelsea 
Derbyshire of Abilene 
and Hannah Derbyshire 
of Grapevine; siblings: 

Buck Buchanan and wife 
Betty of Mount Vernon, 
Jim Buchanan of Irving and 
Jessie Ferguson of Euless; 
as well as several nieces and 
nephews. Funeral services 
were held Monday, October 
9, 2017 in the Chapel at 
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral 
Home, 606 West Airport 
Freeway, Irving, Texas 
75062. Kent Hall officiated. 
Burial followed at Oak 
Grove Memorial Gardens, 
1413 East Irving Boulevard, 
Irving, Texas 75060. We 
will love you forever.

JERI BELLE BUCHANAN-SMITH

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

Ben Spillman III – June 8, 1957 – Oct. 9, 2017
R.M. Johnson – Nov. 12, 1936 – Oct. 9, 2017
Shawnee Marion Mayfield – April 1, 1932 – Oct. 10, 2017

Manager, said the purpose 
of the initiative is not only 
to help these kids, but to 
also get them interested in 
STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and math) ca-
reers at an early age. 

“We found that students, 
particularly those in un-
derserved communities, 
weren’t getting the access 
to the tools they needed to 
be successful in the fields of 
STEM,” Brew said. “Verizon 
Innovative Learning ad-
dresses that through a num-
ber of education programs. 
The program we have here 
today at Austin Middle 
School is one of those pro-
grams.”

Brew said middle school 
in particular is an important 
time for children as they be-
gin to figure out the career 
path they want to pursue 
after they graduate. 

“Middle school is a very, 
very critical age for stu-
dents,” Brew said. “It is 
the age by which they need 
to learn everything they 
need to know in order to 
select those careers in the 
future. Even though they 
won’t necessarily be select-
ing their career path today, 
by exposing them to these 
STEM careers and putting 
an emphasis on technology, 
they are more likely to select 
these types of fields in the 
future and more likely to 
continue that interest.” 

To celebrate the initiative, 
Austin Middle School also 
held an interactive robot-
ics showcase. Students had 
the opportunity to play with 
“Smart” connected soccer 
balls that provided them 
with instant feedback on 
the power, spin, and trajec-
tory of their kicks. Students 
could also try coding with 
the Sphero SPRK+ robots, 
using their phones to pro-
gram the robots to either 

knock over a set of pins, or 
guide them through a maze.

But even before the event 
began, some of the students 
at Austin Middle School 
were putting their new iP-
ads to good use. Sebastian 
Rico, a 6th grader at Austin, 
is using his iPad to learn a 
new language: Japanese. 

“It’s giving me examples, 
and it’s really helpful,” Rico 
said. “It’s like having your 
own teacher there help-
ing you, teaching you, and 
talking to you.” 

Meanwhile, Emily Gal-
legos, an 8th grader at Aus-

tin, and her classmates 
made a set of videos with 
the iMovie app instructing 
other students on how to 
use their new iPads. 

“We make videos, and 
then we learn how to cut 
things out and re-edit 
them,” Gallegos said. “It’s 
been great. It’s been a lot 
easier and a lot more pro-
ductive [using the iPads].”

Irving ISD’s Patricia Al-
varado hopes these new iP-
ads will inspire the kids to 
not only create digital con-
tent, but also to thrive and 
succeed in an ever-com-

petitive technology driven 
world.

“[These kids] will have 
an opportunity to create,” 
Alvarado said. “They’ll have 
an opportunity to explore. 
They’ll have the opportu-
nity to really have learning 
on demand. If they are, at 
9 o’clock at night, wanting 
to work on a homework as-
signment, wanting to create 
a movie, wanting to add to 
their digital portfolio, now 
they can, because they have 
that access. There are no re-
strictions.”

IPADS FOR MIDDLE SCHOOLERS: Irving ISD middle schoolers receive new iPads from Verizon. In total, 5,500 iPads were 
distributed to students.  /Photo contributed

VERIZON IPADS 
Continued from Page 1

By Ariel Graham
Concerned parents 

learned about the dangers 
of pornography during a 
presentation by “Fight the 
New Drug,” held at The 
Highlands School in Las Co-
linas on Wednesday, Oct. 4.

Fight the New Drug is a 
nationwide non-profit or-
ganization teaching both 
teenagers and adults about 
the harmful effects of por-
nography. The group uses 
scientific evidence and peer 
studies to show how view-
ing pornography affects 
the brain and rewires a 
person’s desires, as well as 
how it affects relationships 
and contributes to human 
trafficking and the sexual 
exploitation industry. The 
group also helps teenag-
ers who are struggling with 
pornography through their 
Fortify program, a free on-

Porno damages 
growing teen brains

line recovery program cre-
ated specifically for teens. 

Craig Bakker, a Fight 
the New Drug speaker, ex-
plained pornography main-
ly affects a person in three 
ways: their brain, their rela-
tionships, and the world as 
a whole. One of the reasons 
pornography is difficult to 
give up is because of how 
it affects your brain, specif-
ically the ‘reward center’ of 
the brain. 

“When you view pornog-
raphy, dopamine and sero-
tonin and oxytocin go back 
and forth through the neu-
ral receptors in your brain,” 
Bakker said. “When people 
look at porn, it turns on the 
rewards center of the brain. 
Because the material is sex-
ualized, [the brain] releases 
a higher level of dopamine, 
and you end up having to 
want more of it next time. 

Then you want it more of-
ten, and then you want the 
more hardcore version.”

Bakker added it’s more 
damaging for teenagers to 
view pornography, as their 
brains are still developing. 

“It becomes more difficult 
when you’re a teen,” Bakker 
said. “When you get exposed 
to these things younger and 
younger, it starts becoming 
your biological preference. 
If you’re eight or nine, and 
you get exposed to this be-
fore there’s even that level 
of understanding, it’s going 
to biologically change your 
preferences like dynamite.”

Bakker stressed pornog-
raphy now is far more vio-
lent and degrading than it 
used to be, and it also has 
a negative impact on how 
people view others, particu-

See FIGHT THE NEW DRUG
Page 7

Church mission trip 
repairs community

By Rachel Hawkins
Local Irving residents 

who attend Plymouth Park 
United Methodist church 
volunteered on a mission 
trip to Sager-Brown Depot, 
in Baldwin Louisiana, from 
Sept. 17 to 22. 

The 12 volunteers were 
split into two groups where 
nine of them cleaned kits, 
and three of them built 52 

wheelchair ramps for the 
community. 

The trip was led by Ka-
trina Culberson, Plymouth 
Park United Methodist 
youth director and Rusty 
Hebyes, associate pastor. 
The volunteers ranged from 
the ages of 31 to 78. 

The Sager-Brown depot 
is a relief-supply warehouse 
where more than 2,000 
volunteers prepared about 

$6 million in supplies to 
be shipped off to people in 
need. 

The Sager-Brown Depot 
is partner with Plymouth 
Park where volunteers 
would help create kits like 
food, clothing, etc. for na-
tional disasters. For this 
mission trip all of the re-
sources were shipped di-
rectly to hurricane relief 
centers.  
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their infor-
mation on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving 
Rambler will have accurate information. Listings 
are limited to the Organization’s name, meeting 
location and time. If an organization wishes to have 
more information than the free listing offers, we will 
continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Evening Lions Club

1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm
Community Bible Church

2301 Texas Drive
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Hallelujah Pool Players

Every Wed. @ Noon
Heritage Senior Center

200 S Jefferson St., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month 
7:30 to 9 PM

Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
Irving Democrats

Every second Tuesday of month at 7pm
Midori Japanese Restaurant

4020 N. MacArthur Blvd, #120 
Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Every second Tuesday of month at 7:30pm

132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm 
IHOP on Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Chateau on Wildbriar Lake

1515 Hard Rock Road
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS

* It was beloved 20th-century American poet, mem-
oirist and civil-rights activist Maya Angelou who 
made the following sage observation: “Perhaps 
travel cannot prevent bigotry, but by demonstrating 
that all peoples cry, laugh, eat, worry, and die, it can 
introduce the idea that if we try and understand each 
other, we may even become friends.”

* You might be surprised to learn that in terms of 
holiday retail sales, Halloween is second only to 
Christmas.

* If you’re a fan of beer and/or space, you might be 
interested in Celeste Jewel Beer. This ale, created 
by Delaware-based Dogfish Head Brewery, has a 
unique ingredient: moon dust. Yep -- lunar meteor-

ites were crushed into dust, then steeped in Dogfish Head’s Oktoberfest 
offering. The resulting libation, it’s said, possesses a subtle but complex 
earthiness, with notes of doughy malt, toasted bread, subtle caramel 
and a light herbal bitterness.

* Those who study such things say that there is enough phosphorus in 
your body to make about 250 matches. 

* Bayreuth Festspielhaus is an opera house north of Bayreuth, Ger-
many. The venue is dedicated to the performance of works by Richard 
Wagner, and the 19th-century German composer himself chose and 
adapted the design. A key component is the seating: Not only are the 
seats arranged to give all attendees an equal and uninterrupted view of 
the stage, but they’re also rather uncomfortable. It’s been reported that 
Wagner intentionally chose exceptionally hard wooden seats to prevent 
the audience from treating his operas as fun.
***
Thought for the Day: “One of the primary tests of the mood of a soci-
ety at any given time is whether its comfortable people tend to identify, 
psychologically, with the power and achievements of the very success-
ful or with the needs and sufferings of the underprivileged.” -- Richard 
Hofstadter

1. MYTHOLOGY: The Roman god 
Cupid was known by what name in 
Greek mythology?
2. GEOGRAPHY: Mount Fuji is found on 
which island in Japan?

3. BIBLE: The proverb “the writing is on the wall” can be found in 
what book of the Bible?
4. LITERATURE: Who wrote the novel “Fifteen”?
5. ASTRONOMY: What is a parsec?
6. BIRTHSTONES: What is the official birthstone for those born 
in June?
7. U.S. EXPLORERS: What U.S. flying pioneer was nicknamed 
“The Lone Eagle”?
8. MONEY: Prior to the euro, what was the common currency of 
Greece?
9. FOOD & DRINK: What kind of tree produces bay leaves, 
which are used in cooking?
10. MUSIC: How many strings do most violins have?

Answers
1. Eros
2. Honshu
3. Book of Daniel, Chapter 5
4. Beverly Cleary
5. A parsec is a unit of length, 
approximately equal to 3.26 light years
6. Pearl
7. Charles Lindbergh
8. Drachma
9. The bay laurel tree
10. Four

ANSWER KEY
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WORSHIP ADS

To list your house of worship 
in the Rambler, please contact 
Joe at  972-870-1992 or  joes@

ramblernewspapers.net

UNITY CHURCH

Unity of Irving
Sunday Morning Services:

9:30 AM Adult Class
11:00 AM Service

& Children’s Church
Reverend Frank Pounders

and Reverend Margaret Pound-
ers

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 
75061

972-253-5083
unitychurchofirving.com

First United Methodist 
Church 

211 W. Third,  75060
972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.

org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

Dr. Jack Wallace, Senior Pastor
Sammy Hargrove, Associate 

Pastor Emeritus

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

First Church of Christ, 
Scientist

2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 
75061

972-253-7202
www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-

1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-

0476
access code 884879

For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 
75061

1st Century Christianity in the 
21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 

p.m.
Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.

972-790-8606 
www.BeltLineChurch.com

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W. Airport Freeway Irving Tx
972-255-4185

www.ppumc.org

UNITED METHODIST

WORSHIP

Sunday Morning 
Worship
8:30 a.m.

Traditional 
Communion Service

Holy Communion every Sunday

9:15 a.m.
Non-Traditional Service

Plymouth Park Praise Band

11:00 a.m.
Traditional Service

Chancel Choir

Dr. William E. La Barr, 
Senior Pastor

Dr. Rusty Hedges, Associate Pastor

We're holding a place for you!

PLYMOUTH PARK 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

1615 W. Airport Freeway, 
Irving, Texas 75062

972-255-4185

For more details go to www.ppumc.org

Freelance 
Writers Wanted

For more information call 972-870-1992

POLICE REPORTS

The Irving Police Depart-
ment is investigating a kid-
napping and robbery that 
occurred on Friday, Oct. 6, 
at approximately 9:10 p.m. 
in the 3200 block of Ocean-
view Street. 

The victim, an 85 year-
old woman, and her hus-
band returned home from 
dinner and found the sus-
pect sitting on their porch. 
The suspect used to be one 
of the husband’s caretakers 
when he was in a medical 
care facility.   

The suspect got into 
the victim’s car saying she 
would show the victim the 
whereabouts of her miss-
ing jewelry. The victim had 
recently noticed jewelry 
missing from the house. 
As the victim began driv-
ing, the suspect pulled a 
knife on the victim saying 
it was a robbery. The vic-
tim honked the horn in an 
effort to attract attention, 
and the suspect began hit-
ting her and stabbing her 
with the knife. The suspect 
also made threats indicating 
she would have the victim’s 
husband killed. The suspect 
then told the victim to drive 
to a particular location near 

Police investigate 
aggravated kidnapping

Leisa Ann Coco
/Photo contributed

Arlington where the sus-
pect jumped out of the car 
and ran away. Customers 
at a gas station in the 4200 
block of S. Collins Street in 
Arlington noticed the victim 
bleeding and called police. 
The victim was transported 
to hospital for treatment of 
her injuries.   

The suspect is identified 
as 49 year-old Lesia Ann 
Coco and currently has an 
active warrant for Aggra-
vated Kidnapping. Anyone 
with information as to the 
whereabouts of Coco is 
asked to contact the Irving 
Police Department at (972) 
273-1010 (24hrs) or 911 as 
appropriate.  

SOURCE Irving Police Depart-
ment 

The sixth graders of 
Manara Academy-Irving 
collected new socks and 
shoes to donate to Buck-
ner Shoes for Orphan 
Souls. The students exem-
plified the school’s Habits 
of Manara Explorers, or 
HOMES for short, showing 
“collaboration,” “compas-
sion,” “gratitude,” “perse-
verance,” and “responsibil-
ity” to make a difference in 
the lives of families world-
wide. One hundred-sixty 
footwear items were deliv-
ered to Buckner to be sort-

Walking in 
another’s shoes

ed, boxed, and shipped to 
those in need.  

While at the facility, 
Manara Explorers helped by 
processing shoes donated by 
others. This involved ensur-
ing shoes were a match in 
brand and size, tying loose 
laces, hand-writing notes 
of support and encourage-
ment to go inside each pair 
of shoes, rubber-banding 
the shoes together, and 
placing them accurately in 
the designated bins. 

SOURCE Manara Academy-Irving

DELIVERING SOCKS AND SHOES: Six graders at Manara 
Academy-Irving collect 160 socks and shoes and deliver them to those in need. 
/Photo contributed

larly women and victims of 
sexual violence in real-life. 

“Porn is sexist, and it’s 
degrading,” Bakker said. “If 
anybody believes in wom-
en’s rights, they should be 
in the anti-porn movement, 
because porn is anti-wom-
en. When men watch it, 
when women watch it, they 
start to treat others unfairly, 
and they start to treat them-
selves unfairly.”

Dr. Michael Pennell, 
principal of The Highlands 
School, said the school in-
vited the organization to 
speak on this topic not be-
cause pornography is an 
issue at the school, but an 
issue in society at large. 

“This is something we’re 
thinking about, because it’s 
a problem in our culture 
and may or may not be a 
problem in our families. It’s 
something we want to be at-
tentive to,” Dr. Pennell said. 
“It’s a very sensitive topic. 
It’s something we don’t par-
ticularly like talking about 
but to be attentive to these 
things is very important, be-
cause when you read stories 
on the Internet about these 

sorts of things, you get a lit-
tle bit worried about what’s 
going to happen to children 
when they get into high 
school and college, and they 
have a level of freedom and 
access to information that 
they didn’t have before.”

Bakker ended the lecture 
by encouraging parents to 
have honest and open con-
versations with their kids 
about pornography, and to 
be supportive of those who 
are struggling with pornog-
raphy addiction. 

“If you know someone 
who is struggling, you 
should embrace the concept 
of recovery,” Bakker said. 
“We should embrace the 
concept of loving those who 
struggle. Too often, those 
who struggle don’t want to 
talk about it, because they’re 
going to be shamed, they’re 
going to be judged, and 
they’re going to feel terrible. 
Chances are, they already 
feel bad. But if you’re able to 
give them loving, open arms 
and say ‘I’m here for you,’ 
they’re going to open up 
more and you can help them 
on the right path.”

FIGHT THE NEW DRUG
Continued from Page 5
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1First-time visitors and local residents only. Certain restrictions apply. $28 minimum value. At participating studios only. See studio for details. Orangetheory®, OTF® and other Orangetheory® 
marks are registered trademarks of Ultimate Fitness Group LLC. © Copyright 2016 Ultimate Fitness Group LLC and/or its affiliates. 2Including the afterburn. Individual results may vary. 3Based 

on intensity level, participants can burn an expected average of 15-20% more calories above their standard resting calorie burn.

OTF Las Colinas | 7640 N. MacArthur Blvd., Suite 5 | Irving, TX 75063 | 214.716.0554

•  BURN 500+ CALORIES IN 60 MINUTES*

•  KEEP BURNING CALORIES FOR UP TO 36 HOURS*

•  COACH-LED GROUP WORKOUTS
•  FOR ALL FITNESS LEVELS

Orangetheory®, OTF® and other Orangetheory® marks are registered trademarks of Ultimate Fitness Group LLC. ©Copyright 2017 Ultimate Fitness Group LLC and/or its affiliates.  
First-time visitors and local residents only. Certain restrictions apply. *Visit orangetheoryfitness.com/termsofuse for additional information.

FIND OUT MORE AT ORANGETHEORYFITNESS.COM

CALL 214.716.0554  
JOIN NOW – ENJOY SPECIAL PRE-OPENING MEMBERSHIP RATES

 THE WORLD’S BEST
 ONE-HOUR WORKOUT

IS COMING!
Sign up today and save. As a founding member, you get a special 
pre-opening membership rate. Plus, your low rate is locked in for as 
long as you’re a member. But this rate only lasts until the doors open, 
so don’t delay.

SATURDAY
{ october }

28 1:30 - 3:30 PM
JOES COFFEE 

SHOP

SATURDAY
{ october }

28 1:30 - 3:30 PM
JOES COFFEE 

SHOP

SATURDAY
{ october }

28 1:30 - 3:30 PM
JOES COFFEE 

SHOP

SATURDAY
{ october }

28 1:30 - 3:30 PM
JOES COFFEE 

SHOP

SATURDAY
{ october }

28 1:30 - 3:30 PM
JOES COFFEE 

SHOP

@RamblerNewspapers

Subscribe to the  

Rambler!
972-870-1992

joes@ramblernewspapers.net

is homeless, so it may very 
well be a way for business-
es to discriminate against 
the kind of customers they 
don’t want to service.”

Danish was not surprised 
credit card companies were 
pushing for cashless busi-
nesses, and many people do 
not realize how harmful re-
lying solely on credit can be. 

“The credit card can be 
a very dangerous pit for 
young people,” Danish said. 
“When they first graduate 
from high school, they are 
inundated with credit cards 
that say, ‘Sign up and we’ll 
let you have the American 

dream on credit,’ even be-
fore they have a good job. 
The reality is that credit 
cards have, in many ways, 
been legalized to have extra-
neous interest rates. By the 
time you look at what you 
pay, plus the interest, late 
fees and penalties, which 
we used to condemn the 
mafia for doing, our state 
and federal legislators have 
legalized.”

Wayne Chang, the gener-
al manager of East Buffet, 
an Asian buffet in Irving, 
would not consider making 
his business cashless, as a 
good portion of his sales still 

come from customers who 
pay with cash. 

“In our case, customers 
paying cash make up at 
least 25 percent [of our total 
sales],” Chang said. “It’s not 
like in other areas where it’s 
only 10 percent, or maybe 5 
percent. It depends on the 
individual company, and 
there’s different situations. 
If they want to [go cashless], 
it’s their choice. But to me, 
it’s not a good thing.”

Unforeseen issues like 
system malfunctions or 
problems with the card it-
self mean that sometimes, 
people have no choice but to 
pay with cash. 

“I carry cash and credit 
card, just in case,” Chang 
said. “Sometimes, the credit 
card will not function right, 
or sometimes [the busi-
ness’] Internet will be down. 
Or sometimes the credit 
card may not have enough 
money, all kinds of elec-
tronic things can happen. 
We need to also carry cash 
as a safe bet.”

In Dallas, there have been 
a few businesses that have 
tried going cashless, but the 
results have not been prom-
ising. In the 1980s, Lone 
Star National Bank made 
headlines by attempting to 
be the first cashless bank 
in the nation. That bank no 
longer exists in Dallas, and 
the remaining branches ac-
cept both cash and credit. 
Mini Café in Dallas, a cash-
less coffee shop, opened in 
2014 and has since closed 
down. The former owners 
could not be reached for 
comment.

Winners of the Cash-
less Challenge will be an-
nounced at the end of Oc-
tober.
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"The credit card 

can be a very dan-

gerous pit for young 

people. The reality 

is that credit cards 

have, in many ways, 

been legalized to 

have extraneous 

interest rates."

John Danish
Irving City Councilman


