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By Alan Fleck
The second annual iRun 

Irving Fun Walk/Run and 
Health Fair took place in 
and around Irving’s Joy 
and Ralph Ellis Stadium on 
Saturday, Oct. 7. The event 
encouraged all Irving ISD 
students, employees, and 
families to get moving and 
be more ac-
tive. 

“ T h e 
idea is to 
do a mara-
thon during 
the school 
year in lit-
tle chunks 
and partic-
ipants earn 
a t-shirt at 
year’s end,” 
said Dr. 
Sandy Cra-
vens, Health 
and Physical 
Educat ion 
Coordinator for the Irving 
School district. “A running 
club for elementary schools 
exists now, and we are slow-
ly moving it to the middle 
school level.” 

The event included a 1.5 
mile run/walk. Last year’s 
attendance numbered near-
ly 1,000, and this year’s 
event brought about the 

iRun encourages 
families to 

exercise together
same number. Participants 
from various IISD Elemen-
tary and Middle schools 
took part with the Travis 
Middle School Bobcats 
boasting the most partici-
pants.

Physical Education 
teachers from each school 
acted as event coordinators 

d i s t r i b u t -
ing water 
and acting 
as course 
m a r s h a l s , 
ensuring the 
r u n n e r s /
w a l k e r s 
stayed on 
the course.

“This is 
not really a 
fund-raiser 
in any way. 
The event 
is to get 
community 
members in-

volved and knowledgeable 
about the health aspects of 
running,” said Jessica Wil-
son, Physical Education 
teacher at Lively Elementa-
ry. 

“To encourage participa-
tion, I handed out flyers and 

See IRUN
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By Daisy Silos
Students in the Future 

Farmers of America (FFA) 
Chapter at Nimitz High 
School invited the commu-
nity to their Fall Farmers 
Market on Saturday, Oct.14. 
Hosted at Nimitz High 
School, the event served as 
not only a fundraiser, but 
also as a showcase of the 
things FFA students are 
learning in their classes. 

The plan is to have two 
farmer’s markets during 
the school year, one in the 
fall and one in the spring 
semester. 

“Our goal is to try and 
make it more of a real farm-
ers market,” said agricul-
ture science teacher Carole 
Gowan. “When we started 
it last spring, Irving didn’t 
have a farmers market. We 
also want to teach our com-
munity more about agricul-
ture and showcase our stu-
dents’ projects.” 

The farmers market fea-
tured a student run exhibit 
called AG Adventures to 
showcase their work. It in-
cluded activities from teach-

By Ariel Graham
People and pets put on 

their finest outfits to cele-
brate the annual DFW Hu-
mane Society Black Collar 
Affair hosted at the Four 
Seasons Resort and Club 
in Las Colinas on Saturday, 
Oct. 14.

The event started many 
years ago as a small affair 
in a movie studio ware-
house on Regal Row and 
has grown every year since. 
Many friends and support-
ers of the DFW Humane So-
ciety came together during 
the society’s biggest fund-
raising event of the year. 

“I think tonight kind of 
speaks for itself, as far as 
the way people came out 
and supported this organi-
zation,” said Stephen Lopez, 
board member of the DFW 
Humane Society. “All of the 
money goes to helping the 
animals. I hope we go for 
another 50 years.”

This year marked the 
50th anniversary of the 

Black Collar Affair celebrates 
50 years of helping pets

DFW Humane Society. The 
group was founded in 1967 
and remains one of the larg-
est no-kill animal shelters in 
the Dallas/Fort Worth area. 

A silent auction was held 
throughout the evening, as 
well as a live auction and 
raffle as part of the main 
event. A number of local 
restaurants, such as i Fratel-
li, Gypsy Lime, and Aspen 
Creek, were also at the 
event, offering a small scale 
“Taste of Irving” and pro-
viding samples. In total, the 

event raised over $50,000 
for the DFW Humane So-
ciety, with all proceeds go-
ing toward homeless pets 
receiving proper veterinary 
care and surgeries such 
as hip replacements and 
de-wormings.

Ana Ortiz, director of 
business development from 
Credit Union of Texas, was 
this year’s guest speak-
er. She spoke not only her 
about own adopted pets, 

Nimitz invites Irving to Fall Farmers Market

ing children how to plant a 
seed, teaching attendees 

about live animals such 
as chickens and rabbits, 

to running their own dog 
grooming services. 

“My students and I are 
putting on an agricultural 
experience. We have a dog-
gy daycare, we also have 
doggy baths, grooming, 
trimmings, ear cleaning 

everything pets need to be 
squeaky clean,” said veter-
inary science teacher Ma-
rissa Runnels. “We’ve had 
an amazing turnout, and I 
think it’s been very success-
ful as far as the grooming 
part. All the veterinary med-

icine proceeds will go to our 
program, so we can order 
more supplies and continue 
our services and continue 
growing the program.” 

Irving resident Briana 
Becerra brought her family 
and German Shepard pup-
py, Peppa, to the farmers 
market to participate in the 
children’s activities and dog 
grooming services. 

“I got my dog the “paw 
package” which included a 
bath, ear cleaning and nail 
clipping,” Becerra said. “The 
kids did a really good job, 
she came out looking great. 
It’s a great thing for them to 
be practicing, so they know 
what they’re looking for-
ward to as a career.”

The farmers market also 
gave students the opportu-
nity to sharpen their entre-
preneurship skills by doing 
a Supervised AG Experi-
ence, which is an entrepre-
neurial community service 
project. 

“One thing we’re really 
trying to promote with this 
market is teaching our kids 
who are in FFA entrepre-
neurship skills,” Gowan 
said. “Every kid in FFA is 
supposed to have what they 

DOG GROOMING SERVICES: Future Farmers of America (FFA) juniors Diana Quemada and Natalie Aranjo work together to dry Princess after giving her a 
bath at the FFA Nimitz Chapter's Fall Farmers Market. /Photo by Daisy Silos

By Ariel Graham
Students learned to cre-

ate video games for a good 
cause during the 2017 
STEAM (Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering, Art and 
Math) Achievers Bi-Annual 
Purpose Hackathon pre-
sented Saturday, Oct. 14 at 
the University of Texas at 
Dallas in Richardson.

More than 120 third 

Students create video 
games for autistic children

through twelfth graders 
from Irving ISD, Uplift Ed-
ucation Charter schools, 
and other area schools 
came together to learn to 
design, code, and create 
video games specifically for 
children with autism. Dr. 
Kevin Callahan from the 
UNT Kristen Farmer Au-
tism Center spoke with the 
students, educating them 

about autism and how it 
affects children. Afterward, 
the kids divided into groups 
and used one of three pro-
gramming languages to cre-
ate a game to help educate 
and rehabilitate children 
with autism.

The games covered a 
wide array of topics autistic 

See FARMERS MARKET
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"It is very important 
to encourage the 

community and stu-
dents to get physical 
exercise and this is 
a good community 

relations event.”
Sylvia Sauceda

Assistant Director for Food and 
Nutrition Services, IISD

See BLACK COLLAR
Page 3

See VIDEO GAMES
Page 2



Page 2 October 21, 2017     www.RamblerNewspapers.com

972-870-1992 | johns@ramblernewspapers.net | feedback@irvingrambler.net | news@irvingrambler.net

Owners            Stacey & John Starkey

To reach an Advertising Representative, please call 
972-870-1992.

The entire contents of this newspaper is the sole 
property of Rambler Newspapers, with all rights reserved. 
Reproduction or use, without permission, of editorial or 
graphic content in any manner is prohibited.

If you have an upcoming event, game scores, a 
press release, or interesting story, please let us know.  The 
Rambler encourages submission of articles, facts, and 
photographs pertaining to the people, life, business, and 
entertainment of Irving, Texas.

The Rambler #024981 is published weekly by 
Rambler Newspapers, P.O. Box 177731, Irving, TX 75017.

You can subscribe to The Rambler for $45 per 
year. The Rambler is also distributed in businesses and 
public areas. 

Deadline for the submission of articles and adver-
tising is 5 p.m. on Tuesday, prior to the publication date.  
All submitted articles are subject to editing.  Opinions 
expressed in submitted advertisements, articles, editorial, 
or commentary are those of the writer, and not necessarily 
those of The Rambler, the publisher, editor, or any staff 
member. All articles, press releases, photographs and other 
materials submitted become the property of The Rambler.

The Publication of columnists’ views, as well as ad-
vertising, does not constitute endorsement. The Rambler 
reserves the right to reject or edit any advertising.  The 
Rambler, its publisher, and editor are not responsible for 
errors in advertising.

The Rambler Volume 14 Issue 41 is published weekly 
for $45 dollars a year by Rambler Newspapers, 627 S. 
Rogers, Irving, TX 75060. Periodicals postage prices paid 
at Irving, Texas. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
The Rambler, P.O. Box 177731, Irving, TX 75017.

The Rambler is Copyrighted 2017

LOVE YOUR 
smile

Do you want to remove 
white spots and stains 

from your teeth?
Ask us about microabrasion. 

Call for a free consultation!

Dr. Vanessa  
Williams

2820 North O’Connor
Irving, TX 75062

972-594-4888
www.mydfwdentist.com

ive your smile the TLC it deserves. 
We offer a full range of general and 

cosmetic dentistry including wisdom teeth 
extractions, dental implants, dentures, and 
microabrasion. We have extended hours. Call 
us for an early or late appointment.

G

Follow us on 
Facebook

www.facebook.com/
mydfwdentist
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children sometimes strug-
gle with, from identifying 
colors, to creating empathy, 
to teaching math and his-
tory. Nahin Hayat, Carson 
Miller, and Ryan Jo, a team 
of juniors from MacArthur 
High School, created a game 
called ‘Red Must Go,’ which 
asks the player to mark all 
the red circles on a field of 
red, blue and green circles. 
Hayat explained the game 
was designed to help kids 
with autism improve their 
color and shape recognition. 

He already has plans for an 
expansion. 

“We know it’s very diffi-
cult for [people with autism] 
to recognize facial expres-
sions,” Hayat said. “So lat-
er on in different updates, 
we could actually change 
the circles to different facial 
expressions. We could say, 
‘Mark all the faces that have 
smiley faces.’”

Miller added the task 
seemed daunting at first, 
but by the end, the team was 
proud of what they created. 

“At first we were a little 
skeptical,” Miller said. “We 
thought it would be very dif-
ficult. But as we went along, 
as the mentors were helping 
us, we realized it’s actually 
pretty fun. It feels good to 
create a product that can ac-
tually help other people.”

Cynthia Lopez, a soph-
omore at MacArthur High 
School, created an app with 
her team that would help 
children with autism and 
their loved ones identify 
their emotions. For Lopez, 
the project took on a more 
personal meaning, because 
her young cousin has au-
tism. 

“[My cousin is] eight years 
old, and he just loves playing 
games,” Lopez said. “That’s 
really the only thing he’s in-
terested in. Why not make a 
game where they learn at the 
same time they’re being en-
tertained?”

Lopez enjoyed working 
on the game not just for her 
cousin’s benefit, but for her-
self as well. 

“It’s really exciting be-
cause normally, it’s not 
something I would see my-
self doing because of my 
age,” Lopez said. “But then 
again, knowing I’m young 

and I can have an impact 
on someone young like me, 
that’s really gratifying.

The first Purpose Hack-
athon was held earlier this 
year, and participation in 
the event has nearly doubled 
since then. Juliet Odima, 
executive program manag-
er for S.T.E.A.M. Achievers, 
explained the program uses 
video games because they 
are something every child 
can identify with and enjoy. 

“It’s one thing to tell a 
third-grader, ‘Oh it’s so 
much fun giving back and 
helping other people,’’ Odi-
ma said. “But it’s another 
thing to find something 
they’re really passionate 
about. Looking across the 
board, I don’t know of a kid 
who doesn’t enjoy video 
games.”

Odima said the event is 
not only teaching kids how 
to program and code, but is 
also connecting them to re-
al-world S.T.E.A.M. profes-
sionals and possibly laying 
the groundwork for a future 
career. 

“The beautiful thing about 
this event is we’re surround-

VIDEO GAMES
Continued from Page 1

DESIGN, CODE, CREATE: A team of students from Irving area schools show off a video game they designed, coded, and created for students with 
autisum. /Photo by Ariel Graham

See VIDEO GAMES
Page 4
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EVENT HALL RENTALS
IRVING ELKS LODGE #2334

2015 N. BRITAIN RD., IRVING, TX 75061
PLEASE CALL (972) 579-0005
FOR MORE INFORMATION.

SEATING FOR UP TO 230 PEOPLE, FULL SERVICE BAR.

but about the importance 
of businesses partnering up 
with worthwhile causes like 
the DFW Humane Society. 
The Credit Union of Texas 
was also the winner of this 
year’s Sponsor’s Award, hav-
ing donated over $200,000 
to the DFW Humane Soci-
ety since 2010. Other award 
winners include i Fratelli, 
which received the H. Ted 
Olson Memorial Award, 
and Marilyn Bushey, who 
received the President’s 
Award.

Lynette Beeler, a volun-
teer with the DFW Humane 
Society, was the recipient 
of this year’s Spirit Award. 
Beeler has been with shel-
ter for almost a year and re-
ceives joy from caring for the 
animals at the shelter. 

“I live in a place where I 
can’t have pets, so this is how 
I get my pet fix by taking care 
of the animals at the Hu-
mane Society,” Beeler said.

The big stars of the night 
were the homeless pets. The 

Humane Society brought 
over dogs and cats dressed 
up to mingle with the guests. 
Sarah Kammerer, the Exec-
utive Director of the DFW 
Humane Society, said they 
like to bring in homeless pets 
so the guests can see who the 
money is really going to be 
helping. 

“We bring animals to this 
event to show what we are 
all about and the faces that 
benefit from their dona-
tions,” Kammerer said. “We 
decided who to bring based 
on who will do best in a 
crowd and with other dogs.” 
The shelter currently houses 
over 60 dogs and cats that 
are available to adopt. 

Lopez encouraged every-
one to consider adopting 
their next dog or cat, rather 
than spending money with a 
pet store, because the shelter 
has so many animals in need 
of a good home. 

“The need [to adopt these 
animals] is so huge,” Lopez 
said. “The pets up for adop-

tion are wanting to be adopt-
ed. They’re going to make 
great family members for 
people. They are the most 
appreciative dogs and cats 
and animals out there, so 
everybody wins when you 
adopt an animal.”

“I swear that when pets 
are adopted, they know it,” 
Beeler said. “Adopted pets 
are different. I’ve had two 
adopted cats before, and 
they know their lives were 
saved. There are so many 
wonderful animals, every 
size, every shape, everything. 
There’s somebody for every-
body.”

50 YEARS OF HELPING PETS: The Black Collar Affair brings Irving and pets together and marks the 50th 
anniversary of the DFW Humane Society. /Photo by Ariel Graham

BLACK COLLAR 
Continued from Page 1

By Ariel Graham
Superintendent Dr. Jose 

Parra spoke to some of Ir-
ving’s future leaders during 
the 2017 La Buena Vida 
Leadership Summit pre-
sented Monday, Oct. 16 
and Tuesday, Oct. 17 at The 
Study in Irving.

Designed for freshman 
and sophomore students in 
Irving ISD, the summit in-
vited students to learn about 
a variety of topics such as 
leadership, financial literacy 
and conflict resolution, and 
through a series of lectures 
given by local experts. This 
is the third year La Buena 
Vida offered the Leadership 
Summit and the first time 
they expanded not only the 
length of the summit, going 
from one to two days, but 

La Buena Vida summit shapes tomorrow’s leaders
also doubling the number of 
students attending, from 150 
to 300.

Joy Goodrum is the exec-
utive director of La Buena 
Vida, a non-profit designed 
to help disadvantaged stu-
dents across North Texas. 
She explained the summit is 
geared toward students who 
have already demonstrated 
signs of leadership at their 
schools. 

“The counselors deter-
mine who’s going to be the 
attendees,” Goodrum said. 
“They will look at the kids 
who are on student council, 
the kids who are in the AVID 
program, the Early College 
Start program, and other ar-
eas in the school where they 
feel like these kids already 
have the initiative to be lead-

ers.”
Goodrum added that the 

goal of this summit is to help 
give kids the information 
they need to truly become 
successful upon leaving high 
school. 

“I went to these schools 
myself, and I still live here 
in Irving,” Goodrum said. “I 
want the best for these kids. 
I want these kids, as they 
grow, to become successful 
adults. If I can have La Bue-
na Vida be a part of making 
that happen, it’s worth it. 
These leadership skills and 
financial education are some 
things these kids might have 
never heard at home. We 
want to make sure, as they 
grow up and are contribut-
ing members of our city, that 
they’re successful.”

Among this year’s guests 
was Irving ISD Superin-
tendent Dr. Jose Parra. Dr. 
Parra spoke to the students 
about how the district wants 
to help them prepare for 
their lives and careers af-
ter high school. He stressed 
that, although graduation 
is still a few years away for 
these students, high school 
graduation should not be the 
end goal of their education, 
but the beginning. 

“High school graduation 
is the first step, not the last 
step,” Dr. Parra said. “When 
I shake hands with students 
who graduate I tell them, 
‘Congratulations. This is the 
first step.’ It’s your first step 
toward what you are real-
ly capable of doing. What 
you do in high school may 
demonstrate flashes of it, 
and some of you may have 
very remarkable careers in 
high school, but it’s the still 
just the first step toward 
what you really want.”

Dr. Parra shared with the 
students a number of ways 
they can prepare for college 
right now, including enroll-
ing in Advance Placement 
courses, Dual Credit cours-
es, and Career Technical 
Education (CTE) courses 
offered across all Irving ISD 
high schools. He also spoke 
about the district’s new Ear-
ly College Start program, 
which was first introduced 
last year. 

“Students in our Early 
College Start program can 
structure their coursework 
so they can earn anywhere 
from 24 to 60 college credits 

HIGH SCHOOL IS THE FIRST STEP: Irving ISD Superintendent 
Dr. Jose Parra encourages Irving's future leaders to think about life after high 
school. /Photo by Ariel Graham

and earn a high school diplo-
ma,” Dr. Parra said. “It’s pos-
sible if you structure proper-
ly, you can walk across the 
stage at graduation already 
having an Associate’s De-
gree in college. That means 
you would enter [college] as 
a junior, while everyone else 
around you is entering their 
freshman year in college.”

Dr. Parra said with all the 
programs Irving ISD offers 
to help high school students 
be prepared for college, he 
hopes to see all of his stu-
dents become “competi-
tion-ready,” both in college 
and in the workforce. 

“I want to help you maxi-
mize your potential as well, 

but I also want you to be 
competition-ready,” Dr. 
Parra said. “By that, I mean 
I want you able, because of 
the coursework you’ve tak-
en, because of the challenges 
you’ve seen the classrooms, 
because of the success you 
have, to be able to compete 
for a slot in any universi-
ty that you want to go to. 
When you’ve completed the 
coursework in our district 
to be college-ready as far as 
your academic preparation, 
and competition-ready in 
terms of careers, so that you 
can compete for any job that 
you want, and not be limited 
by what you haven’t done in 
school.”

By Alan Fleck
The 2017 Texas Charter 

Schools Association (TCSA) 
Conference took place in 
Grapevine at the Gaylord 
Texan Hotel from Oct. 11 
- 13. Approximately 1,600 
teachers, leaders and edu-
cators attended the confer-
ence. 

Several sessions were held 
during the conference on 
charter school best practices, 
challenges and other topics. 
A large exhibit hall show-
cased many products and 
services and gave charter 
school representatives the 
opportunity to directly dis-
cuss products and services 
with vendors.

“This conference is the 
largest Charter schools con-
ference in the state of Tex-
as,” said David Dunn, execu-
tive director of TCSA. 

Dunn is retiring this year 
after ten years as the asso-
ciation’s director and will 
be replaced by Chuck Cook, 

TX Charter Schools
hosts conference

who was named Interim Di-
rector. 

When Dunn started in 
2008, there were 374 cam-
puses with approximately 
90,000 students. Now, there 
are more than 200,000 stu-
dents on 600 charter school 
campuses. 

“Eligible charter schools 
were granted annual char-
ter school facility funding of 
$60 million, starting with 
the 2018-2019 school year,” 
said Mike Morath, Texas 
Commissioner of Education 
and formerly on the DISD 
Board of Directors. 

Morath admits that the 
number one priority is 
closing the financial gap 
between charters and tradi-
tional schools.

“The funding can be used 
for facilities work and prop-
erty taxes. This funding 
equates to approximately 
$182 per student. Currently, 
traditional public schools re-
ceive four times that amount 

per student.”
Eligible charter schools 

are those with a rating of 
grade C and higher in the 
new A-F rating system. That 
new system will be adminis-
tered by the Texas Education 
Association.

“There are folks who are 
angry that $60 million has 
been allocated for charters,” 
said Dunn, referencing some 
groups supporting tradition-
al public schools. “They will 
be sharpening their knives.” 
Two anti-charter school 
groups are the American 
Federation of Teachers and 
the Texas State Teachers As-
sociation. 

Morath listed other top 
priorities for the future, in-
cluding getting more kids 
to attend high-performance 
campuses, ensuring better 
informed parents making 
better educational decisions 
for students, and better 

See CHARTER SCHOOLS
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Keep Irving Beautiful 
(KIB) board and staff mem-
bers conducted their annual 
city-wide “Litter Index” sur-
vey on Friday, Oct. 13. 

This involved driving spe-
cific routes through nine 
areas across the city, each 
divided into four sections. 
Participants score each site 
from 1 to 4 based on the 
amount of litter seen, with 
1 being the least littered and 
4 being extremely littered. 
This is part of Keep America 
Beautiful’s Community Ap-
pearance Index and is one 
of the requirements for KIB 
to maintain the President’s 
Circle level with the national 
organization. 

KIB has been performing 

Annual litter survey 
scores improve

the survey since 2001 at ap-
proximately the same time 
each year. The results are 
calculated and compared 
to the baseline data and to 
the prior year. This year’s 
overall average score of 1.35 
represents a 29 percent de-
crease in litter from the first 
score sixteen years ago. 

“The Litter Index is some-
thing I look forward to par-
ticipating in each year,” KIB 
Vice President Margie Sti-
pes said. “The routes take 
us through a wide variety of 
neighborhoods, both com-
mercial and residential, and 
give us a good overall picture 
of the state of littering (or of 
not littering) in our commu-
nity. At KIB, we try to convey 

the message that littering is 
not acceptable behavior, 
and I think that is reflect-
ed in how well-maintained 
many of our neighborhoods 
are here in Irving. That also 
shows in the improvement 
in scores since we first began 
this survey in 2001.”

SOURCE Keep Irving Beautiful 

The Irving Police Depart-
ment is investigating a kid-
napping and robbery that 
occurred on Friday, Oct. 6, 
in the 3200 block of Ocean-
view Street. The victim, an 
85 year-old woman, and 
her husband returned home 
from dinner and found 
the suspect sitting on their 
porch. The suspect used 
to be one of the husband’s 
caretakers when he was in a 
medical care facility.

The suspect got into 
the victim’s car saying she 
would show the victim the 

Arrest made in aggravated 
kidnapping investigation

whereabouts of her miss-
ing jewelry. The victim had 
recently noticed jewelry 
missing from the house. As 
the victim began driving, 
the suspect pulled a knife 
on her saying it was a rob-
bery. The victim honked the 
horn in an effort to attract 
attention, but the suspect 
began hitting her and stab-
bing her with the knife. The 
suspect also made threats 
she would have the victim’s 
husband killed. The suspect 
then told the victim to drive 
to a particular location near 

Arlington where the suspect 
jumped out of the car and 
ran away. Customers at a gas 
station in the 4200 block of 
S. Collins Street in Arlington 
noticed the victim bleeding 
and called police. She was 
transported to hospital for 
treatment of her injuries.   

Lesia Ann Coco was ar-
rested Oct. 18 in connection 
with this case and is now 
in the Dallas County Jail 
charged with Aggravated 
Kidnapping. 
SOURCE Irving Police Department
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CLASSIFIEDS

LEGALS

EMPLOYMENT

Wanted Experienced forklift 
mechanic. Also needing a 
experienced forklift painter. 
Full time. Monday- Friday.
Must have good character.
Call Charles at 817-267-4477

NOTICE TO CUSTODIAN AND 
JANITORIAL 
VENDORS

REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSAL (RFP)

Notice is hereby given that “Manara Academy” will receive 
competitive sealed proposals up to but no later than– 4:00 p.m. 
Friday, November 10th, 2017.

The Sealed Bids are for Janitorial Service at all 4 campuses.
 
Custodial and Janitorial Service as specified in the Request 
for Proposal (RFP), specifically including the Agreement for 
furnishing Custodial Services.

Proposals shall be received in Manara Academy located at:
 

Manara Academy
Attn:  Facilities Manager

4200 W. Royal Lane 
Irving, TX 75063

Any proposal not received by 4:00 p.m. on Friday, November 
10th, 2017 at the above location will not be accepted.  Manara 
Academy reserves the right to reject any and all proposals in the 
best interest of Manara Academy.

All details of the RFP may be found on the website at:  http://
manaraacademy.org/info/compliance_information under Request 
for Proposal tab.

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-10004

ZONING CASE NO. ZC16-0067
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-1 (R-AB)

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, 
TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND 
DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF HOME DEPOT MARKET 
PLACE REVISED ADDITON AND LOCATED WEST OF HOME DEPOT 
DRIVE, ON THE NORTH SIDE OF INTERSTATE HIGHWAY 635, MORE 
FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED 
HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY 
FROM S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR C-C USES UNDER 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-1 (R-AB) SITE PLAN 
DISTRICT USE FOR RESTAURANT WITH ATTENDANT ACCESSORY 
USE OF THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR ON-PREMISES 
CONSUMPTION USES UNDER SECTION 52-49 OF ORDINANCE NO. 
1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND 
MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND 
REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL 
ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL 
OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT 
THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS 
AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES 
NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE 
EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING THE ENTIRE 
ORDINANCE SHALL BE INVALID IF ANY WORD, PHRASE, CLAUSE, 
SENTENCE, PARAGRAPH OR SECTION OF THIS ORDINANCE IS HELD 
TO BE INVALID AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-10006

ZONING CASE NO. ZC17-0052
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-2

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, 
TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND 
DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE C.E. MCLEMORE’S 
ADDITION AND T.F.S. PEARSON SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 1134, 
AND LOCATED AT 819 NORTH O’CONNOR ROAD, MORE FULLY 
AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; 
ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM S-P-2 
SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR P-O USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 
1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR C-N 
USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE 
PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING 
FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND 
USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF 
THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL 
WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL 
OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN 
CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; 
AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-10007

ZONING CASE NO. ZC17-0058
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-2

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, 
TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND 
DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE SAND HILLS 
REVISED ADDITION, AND LOCATED AT 2422 EAST SHADY GROVE 
ROAD, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A 
ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID 
PROPERTY FROM R-6 SINGLE FAMILY DISTRICT USE UNDER 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT 
USE FOR R-6 USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING 
TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; 
PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS 
RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP 
ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER 
PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE 
CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS 
AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE 
DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING 
ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING 
A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.
 
PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
IRVING, TEXAS, on October 12, 2017.

RICHARD H. STOPFER
MAYOR

ATTEST: Shanae Jennings, City Secretary
APPROVED AS TO FORM: Kuruvilla Oommen, City Attorney

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS – PROPOSED ZONING CHANGES
CITY OF IRVING CITY COUNCIL

Public hearings are held to consider applications for amendments to the 
Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance and the Official Zoning Map of the City 
of Irving, Texas for the properties described herein:

LOCATION, DATES & TIMES OF PUBLIC HEARINGS:
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas
City Council: Thursday, November 9, 2017, 7 p.m.

ZONING CASE ZC17-0064: Approximately 0.17 acres located at 1808 
Rusdell Drive. The applicant is requesting to rezone from R-7.5 (Single 
Family) district to S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for R-7.5 (Single Family) 
uses to construct a carport within the front yard setback.  

ZONING CASE ZC17-0065: Approximately 1.88 acres on the northeast 
corner of Regent Boulevard and Springwood Drive. The applicant is 
requesting to rezone from S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for    C-C 
(Community Commercial) district to S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) for R-AB 
(Restaurant with the Accessory Use of the Sale of Alcoholic Beverages for 
On-Premises Consumption) uses to allow a restaurant with the accessory 
use of the sale of alcoholic beverages for on-premises consumption. 

ZONING CASE ZC17-0066: Approximately 1.53 acres on the north side of 
Regent Boulevard approximately 200 feet east of Springwood Drive. The 
applicant is requesting to rezone from S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for 
C-C (Community Commercial) district to S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) for R-AB 
(Restaurant with the Accessory Use of the Sale of Alcoholic Beverages for 
On-Premises Consumption) uses to allow a restaurant with the accessory 
use of the sale of alcoholic beverages for on-premises consumption. 
 
ZONING CASE ZC17-0071: Approximately 0.17 acres located at 3433 
Dartmouth Drive. The applicant is requesting to rezone from R-6 (Single 
Family) to S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for R-6 (Single Family) uses for 
an exception to the front building line setback.

All interested persons are encouraged to attend the public hearings and 
express their opinions on the zoning change request.  Written response for 
the record may also be submitted to: 

City of Irving – Planning & Community Development Dept., 825 W. 
Irving Blvd., Irving, TX 75060

The applications are on file for public review in the Planning & Community 
Development Dept. at the address listed above during normal business 
hours. For additional information, please contact the Department at 972-
721-2424. Please reference the case number when requesting information.

This facility is wheelchair accessible. Accessible parking spaces are 
available. Requests for interpretation services or assistive hearing devices 
must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting. Contact the City Secretary’s 
Office at (972) 721-2493 for assistance.

LEGALS

Freelancers
Needed

Rambler Newspapers is 
currently seeking inquisitive 
individuals with experience 

in:

Editing - 
Writing - 

Photography

To apply send resume, clips 
and image samples to: 

staceys@ramblernewspapers.net

For more information
call  972-870-1992

he beautiful thing about this 
event is we're surrounding 

the kids with mentors from science, 
technology, engineering, art and math 
throughout the development process.”
Juliet Odima
Executive Program Manager, S.T.E.A.M. Achievers

"T
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ing the kids with mentors 
from science, technology, 
engineering, art and math 
throughout the develop-
ment process,” Odima said. 
“[The kids] get to hear 
their stories. I was walking 
around watching the men-
tors and I heard them tell-
ing their story of how they 
made it into Microsoft and 
UT Southwestern. We want 
to put the dots so close to-
gether that they can start to 
visualize and hopefully plan 
for a career in STEAM.”

One lesson the kids were 
taught during the Purpose 
Hacakthon was they can 
make a real difference in 
their community. 

“[We’re] using what they 
already know, adding some 
more knowledge, and em-
powering them, pulling at 
their heartstrings and help-
ing them understand not 
everyone is like you and 
I,” Odiam said. “There are 
children who struggle with 
learning, there are children 
who are not able to do some 
of the things we’re able to 
do. We’re helping them un-
derstand the need and see-
ing how they can be a part of 
the solution. They might not 
be able to find a cure for au-
tism right now, but they can 
help a kid have a happy time 
and learn something from a 
game they designed.”

Dr. Jason Treadway, for-
mer lead educator for ap-
plied science at the Perot 
Museum of Nature and Sci-
ence and – most recently – 
director of education for the 
Frontiers of Flight Museum 
in Dallas, will serve as the 
new director of the Dallas 
County Community College 
District’s STEM Institute, 
effective Oct. 12. Treadway’s 
appointment was approved 
by members of DCCCD’s 
board of trustees during 
their regular monthly meet-
ing on Tues., Oct. 3.

“The Dallas County Com-
munity College District is 
excited to welcome Dr. Ja-
son Treadway as the new 
director of our STEM Insti-
tute,” said Dr. Joe May, the 
district’s chancellor. “Dr. 
Treadway’s background and 
hands-on experience in ed-
ucation, particularly in sci-
ence and education, will en-
hance programs offered by 
the DCCCD STEM Institute, 
which plays a critical role in 
preparing our students for 
STEM careers in science, 
technology, engineering 
and mathematics.”

“I am honored to join DC-
CCD and very excited about 
being at the helm of the 
STEM Institute. As a life-
long learner with advanced 
degrees in STEM, I am pas-
sionate about STEM edu-
cation and the importance 
of filling the gap of skilled 
workers entering STEM 
careers,” Treadway said. 
“I feel the key to this suc-
cess is developing dynamic 
and innovative programs 
that meet students’ needs 
both academically and by 
engaging professional op-
portunities. Programs like 
the DCCCD STEM Institute 
have the power to change 
lives, and I am thrilled to be 
a part of that process.»

The DCCCD STEM Insti-
tute was established in 2009 
to provide students, STEM 
Scholars, with a transfor-
mative experience as they 
pursue their education at 
the district’s seven colleges. 
The institute’s program pre-
pares them to transfer to a 
four-year university and to 
fill a critical workforce need 
in STEM fields. DCCCD’s 

Dr. Jason Treadway 
will direct DCCCD 

STEM Institute
STEM Institute has served 
more than 600 students 
since it was created. 

The DCCCD STEM Insti-
tute currently is undergoing 
a transition. 

“Previously, the STEM 
Institute provided scholar-
ships and extracurricular 
programming for approx-
imately 100 STEM Schol-
ars each year plus mentors 
through a group of faculty 
Fellows,” said Dr. Mary 
Brumbach, the district’s 
chief strategy officer. “The 
new model is a regional 
network which includes 
partnerships with area uni-
versities and employers. It 
also includes a new website 
which provides exceptional 
resources for secondary and 
post-secondary students, 
faculty, employers and as-
sociations as well as an as-
sociation of teaching and 
learning centers.”

DCCCD’s STEM Institute 
was developed with support 
from the Dallas/North Tex-
as STEM Degree Accelera-
tor Project, which is funded 
by a grant from the Helms-
ley Foundation; adminis-
tered by Educate Texas; and 
led by DCCCD. In its new 
form, the DCCCD STEM 
Institute’s goal remains the 
same: to increase the num-
ber of highly-skilled STEM 
professionals in the DFW 
area but also to impact 
thousands of students in 
career and technical educa-
tion and transfer programs, 
according to Brumbach. 

The DCCCD STEM In-
stitute now includes four 
integrated components: the 
Dallas/North Texas STEM 
Accelerator; DCCCD STEM 
League; DCCCD STEM 
Network; and the STEM 
INSIGHT website (www.
steminsight.org). 

Treadway’s background 
in aerospace, academia and 
museum education spans 
20 years. He spent his early 
career in aerospace, serving 
as an engineer at AVIALL, 
Dallas Aerospace and Chro-
malloy, where he worked on 
gas turbine engines. During 
his time at Chromalloy, he 

See DCCCD STEM INSTITUTE
Page 7
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Lulu
Hi my name is LULU and I was brought in because my owner lost 
her home. I am a small, 4 year old spayed female with adorable 
black/white fur. I am very quiet, but if you whisper sweet nothings 
to me I will love on your hand. I know we can become forever 
friends, if you will give me the chance. PLEASE come see me.
 

Prata
Hi. My name is Prata. I'm about 10 months old, and I was rescued from another 
shelter. I am an active boy, in need of a home where I can run and play. I've not had 
anyone teach me many commands, but I'm eager to learn. Maybe my new family 
would like to teach me to fetch shoes and newspapers. I would do great in a home 
that can keep me busy. A home with other dogs would also be terrific. You might think 
that an active guy like me would just want to run and play, but I must share that I also 
am quite the cuddlier. Come see me.

(972) 870-1992 
joes@ramblernewspapers.netOBITUARIES

DEATH NOTICES

Aria Cremation Service & 
Funeral Homes
972-607-4400

David Ray Thompson – 
April 9, 1938 – Oct. 13, 
2017
James Alvin White – Aug. 

24, 1946 – Oct. 12, 2017
James “Jim” Kern 

McCarty – Sept. 17, 1943 – 
Oct. 10, 2017
Karl Steven Chears – May 

15, 1961 – Oct. 13, 2017

Brown’s Memorial Funeral 
Home

972-254-4242
Mary “Louise” Modlin – 

April 29, 1934 – Oct. 12, 
2017
Naomi Ann Chambers – 

Dec. 23, 1938 – Oct. 13, 2017
Ronald Gaydos – June 11, 

1935 – Oct. 15, 2017

Rev. Dr. Donald R. McClen-
ny DM (Don) passed peaceful-
ly at Legend Healthcare  and 
Rehabilitation in Greenville, 
Texas on October 4, 2017 at 
the age of 82.

He is survived by his wife 
of 60 years, Myrna F. Mc-
Clenny of Greenville, TX; son, 
Lee Vincent McClenny and 
wife, Debbie of Crofton, MD; 
daughter, Katie Koleen (K.K.) 
Jones and husband, Russ of 
Rosanky, Texas; grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren; cous-
ins; nieces & nephew.

Donald was born to J. K. 
McClenny and Viola Tucker 
McClenny on March 4, 1935 
in Amarillo, Potter County, 
TX.  He worked with his father 
until high school graduation - 
Amarillo High Class of 1954. 
Employed by Central Airlines 
and met Myrna F. McDaniel. 
Don honorably served our 
country in the USAF complet-
ing basic training at Lackland 
AFB, San Antonio, TX. Then, 
returning to Amarillo, TX to 
marry fiancée, Miss McDaniel 
on July 14, 1957. They honey-
mooned to his first duty station 
at McChord AFB, in Tacoma, 
WA.   Continued USAF ser-
vice to Anchorage, AK - El-
mendorf AFB. Their first child, 

Lee V. McClenny, was born 
in December 1958. Their next 
station was in Suffolk County, 
Long Island, NY and daughter, 
Kerrie Jo McClenny was born 
in October 1960. Honorably 
discharged August 1961, he 
returned to former employer 
Central Airlines in the Dallas 
area. In May 1972, their sec-
ond daughter Katie Koleen 
(K.K.) McClenny was born. 
Family resided in Irving, Texas 
for 11 years.

Answering call to Ministry 
in 1977, they moved to Cisco, 
TX as a full-time pastor in the 
Christian Church - Disciples of 
Christ. Don was awarded his 
Masters of Divinity from Tex-
as Christian University Brite 
Divinity School and Ordained 
May 1983 while serving Mag-
nolia Avenue Christian Church 
and on to serving two congre-
gations Poteau First Christian 
& Pryor First Christian in 
OK.  In addition, while in OK 
his successful completion of 
his Doctorate of Ministry was 
awarded from Phillips Univer-
sity. 

Taking ill in 1987, Don re-
signed his pastorate and re-
turned to North Texas. Resid-
ing in Greenville, TX, where 
he served as interim minister 

REV. DR. DONALD R. MCCLENNY DM

of several congregations as 
his health would allow until 
ending his earthly journey on 
October 4, 2017. 

 In life his giving spirit 
touched many. In passing he 
chose to continue his gift of 
life by donation of his body for 
study – Southwestern Medical 
School. Now, with his Heaven-
ly Father, his spirit remains.  

Join the family in a Celebra-
tion of Life Service - Sunday, 
November 5, 2017 at 2:30 PM 
at Wesley United Methodist 
Church, 1200 E Joe Ramsey 
Blvd, Greenville, Texas. Re-
ception to follow.

The family would like to 
thank all the caregivers at Leg-
end Healthcare & Rehabilita-
tion and Vitas Hospice for their 
support, services, dedication 
and care during this journey.

In lieu of flowers the fam-
ily requests donations to 
be sent to American Can-
cer Society, American Heart 
Association, TCU – Di-
vinity Scholarship Fund                                                                                              
Mary Brouillette                                                                                                                           
Brite Divinity School 
A d v a n c e m e n t                                                                                           
TCU Box 298130                                                                                                                          
Fort Worth, Texas 76129                                             
https://www.brite.edu/give/
memorialsandhonoraria/

memory are brother Billy 
Hodges; sister Frances 
Smith and her husband 
Jhue; numerous nieces and 
nephews and other loving 
family members. Funeral 
services for Louise were 

Mary “Louise” Modlin, 
age 83, died peacefully 
in her home on Thursday 
October 12, 2017. Louise 
was born on April 29, 
1934 to her father Oscar 
M. Hodges and mother 
Maranda (Taylor) Hodges 
in Booneville, Mississippi. 
Louise is preceded in death 
by her husband of 42 years, 
Robert Stanley Modlin; 
sisters Vivian Tennison, 
Edith Gullett, and Hazel 
Woods, and Betty Steward, 
brothers Bob Hodges and 
Winston Hodges.  Left 
behind to  cherish her 

MARY "LOUISE" MODLIN

held at Brown’s Memorial 
Funeral Home on Monday 
October 16, 2017 at 10:30am 
with interment immediately 
following at Oak Grove 
Memor ia l  Gardens  in 
Irving, TX. Visitation was 
on Sunday October 15, 
2017 from 2:00 to 4:00 pm 
at the funeral home. The 
family requests memorial 
donations be made to the 
Leukemia society www.
lls.org, St. Jude’s Research 
www.stjude.org, and the 
Alzheimer foundation www.
alzfdn.org. 

Jack Sauer born to Jessie 
Crowley Sauer and John 
Clifford Sauer on September 
23, 1929 in St. Louis, 
MO.  He was preceded 
in death by his parents, 
one brother, Jerry, and one 
granddaughter, Victoria 
Lynn.
Jack attended school in 
Missouri and the University 
of Arizona in Tucson.  He 
served four years in the Air 
Force during the Korean 
war.
Jack met his soulmate Mary 
while attending Calvary 
Baptist Church in Irving 
and married on December 
10, 1955.

Jack and Mary had five 
children.  Jack was proud 
of his children and that they 
were born again Christians, 
loved each other and loved 
to get together for family 
meals.
Jack and Mary loved to 
travel.  Jack worked for 
Braniff Airlines for 30 
years which gave them the 
opportunity to travel.  He 
also worked for a Middle 
East Airline for 5 1/2 years.  
After retirement he enjoyed 
traveling with the family.
Jack loved life and was a 
proud father, a good friend, 
hard worker and an avid 
sports fan.  He and Mary fell 
in love with the East Texas 
piney woods and especially 
their little spot of land east 
of Mineola that they named 
“Pine Grove”.
Jack was an ordained deacon 
and a trusting follower of 
Jesus Christ.  He and Mary 
joined First Baptist Church 
of Mineola shortly after 
moving to Mineola and have 
been members for 25 years.  
They love Don Lay and the 
Sunday School Class they 

JACK SAUER

attended.
Jack leaves behind his 
b e l o v e d  w i f e ,  M a r y ; 
daughters ,  Le igh  and 
husband Randy Foster of 
Mineola, Lisa and husband 
Greg Jones of Florence, SC; 
sons, Neal and wife Marcy 
of Mineola, David and wife 
Jenny of Mineola, Alan and 
wife Bonnie of Kaufman, 
TX; 15 grandchildren, 11 
great grandchildren and 
numerous  n ieces  and 
nephews.
Visitation is scheduled from 
10 - 11 AM on Thursday, 
October 19, 2017 at First 
Baptist Church, Mineola.  
Service will follow visitation 
at 11:00 am at First Baptist 
Church, Mineola with Bro. 
Dale Walker and Chaplain 
Mark Massey officiating.  
I n t e r m e n t  w i l l  b e  a t 
Cedars Memorial Gardens 
Cemetery following the 
service.
In lieu of flowers, family 
has requested donations 
be made to Hospice of 
East Texas or First Baptist 
Church, Mineola, TX.

Evelyn McClure age 
90, recently joined her 
heavenly family. She was 
born in Irving, Texas to 
Louis D. Ekrut and Lora 
(Farine) Ekrut. Evelyn will 
be remembered as a loving 
mother, grandmother and 
great-grandmother. She was 
a genealogist and spending 
time researching her family 
roots and teaching other 
family members to do the 
same. Evelyn is preceded in 

death by her parents, husband 
Oren S. McClure and sister 
Mildred Vanderford. She 
leaves behind to cherish 
her memory son Ronald 
McClure and wife Huong of 
Fayetteville, North Carolina; 
daughter Linda McClure-
Sims; four grandchildren 
and five great-grandchildren. 
The family received friends 
from 6:00 to 8:00 pm on 
Thursday, October 19, 
2017 at Brown’s Memorial 

EVELYN MCCLURE

Funeral Home. A graveside 
service was held at 10:00 am 
on Friday, October 20, 2017 
at Oak Grove Memorial 
Gardens in Irving. In lieu of 
flowers, memorial donations 
may be made to the Irving 
Humane Society at www.
dfwhumane.com.

tracking of progress for in-
dividual students, campuses 
as a whole and school year-
over- year advancement.

“I see animosity between 
charters and regular schools 
and it doesn’t have to be that 
way,” Morath said. “Why 
not partner high perform-
ing charter school classes 
with traditional schools 
where that is the desire? 
It’s a wonderful world that I 
have pictured.”

The conference included 
the presentation of ‘Charter 
Champion’ awards, given to 
Jim Murphy (Texas House 
of Representatives, District 
133) and Senator Larry 
Taylor (District 11), chair of 
the Texas Senate Education 
Committee, for their help 
with various bills support-
ing charter schools includ-
ing the Facilities Funding 
Bill and a Minutes Bill.

“Focus for charter school 
teachers and educators 
should now be beyond oper-
ating smarter, but reimag-
ining the art of the charter,” 
said conference keynote 
speaker, Dr. Christopher 
Emdin, professor of Science 
Education at Columbia Uni-
versity. “All need to be less 
concerned with the struc-
ture of the charter and more 
on the pedagogy of teach-
ing.”

“Charter schools are com-
pletely 100 percent public 
schools, and charter school 
students take the same ac-
countability standards as 
traditional ISDs, includ-
ing STAAR testing”, said 
Christine Isett, director of 
Communications for TCSA. 
“Rules for charter schools 
are stricter in that they 
close after three years if not 
meeting standards for three 
years in a row.” 

Overall, the conference 
stressed that for families 

who are looking for options 
in education, especially if 
ISDs are not meeting their 
needs, charter schools could 
offer a strong alternative. 
Charter schools provide 
one voice to handle many 
missions, including, but not 
limited to college preparato-
ry, specialized mission (stu-
dents at any grade level with 
a distinctive focus), dropout 
recovery, pre-kindergarten/
elementary, and residential 
treatment / juvenile deten-
tion centers. 

“Charter school residency 
requirement rules are that 
we don’t think you should 
have to go to a school that 
is not meeting your child’s 
needs simply by virtue of 
your zip code,” communi-
cations director Isett said. 
“Critics say that you should 
just apply for a transfer, but 
that does not always work. 
Currently there are approx-
imately 141,000 children 
on waiting lists for charter 
schools in grades kindergar-
ten through 12.”

CHARTER SCHOOLS 
Continued from Page 3

Irving ISD high school 
vocalists are singing their 
way to the top this fall. Many 
have been selected to es-
teemed choirs throughout 
the area recently. 

Thirty-six students are 
now members of the first 
Irving All-City High School 
Choir, which will perform in 
conjunction with the All-City 
Middle School Choir in No-

Singing praises of 
student vocalists  

vember. Also, Irving’s Cyn-
thia Lopez (Soprano 1) and 
Ivan Payne (Bass 2); MacAr-
thur’s Ian Elmore (Tenor 2), 
Grace Heller (Soprano 1), 
Louise Perales (Alto 2) and 
Kory Woods (Tenor 2); and 
Megan Beall (Alto 1) and 
Johnathan Flores (Tenor 1) 
of Nimitz advanced in the 
Region 20 All-District Choir 
auditions.

SOURCE Irving ISD
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their infor-
mation on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving 
Rambler will have accurate information. Listings 
are limited to the Organization’s name, meeting 
location and time. If an organization wishes to have 
more information than the free listing offers, we will 
continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Evening Lions Club

1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm
Community Bible Church

2301 Texas Drive
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Hallelujah Pool Players

Every Wed. @ Noon
Heritage Senior Center

200 S Jefferson St., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month 
7:30 to 9 PM

Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
Irving Democrats

Every second Tuesday of month at 7pm
Midori Japanese Restaurant

4020 N. MacArthur Blvd, #120 
Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Every second Tuesday of month at 7:30pm

132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm 
IHOP on Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Chateau on Wildbriar Lake

1515 Hard Rock Road
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS

* It was German dramatist, poet, philosopher and 
statesman Johann Wolfgang von Goethe who made 
the following sage observation: “Too many parents 
make life hard for their children by trying, too zealous-
ly, to make it easy for them.”

* At one time in Ireland, a traditional Halloween activ-
ity was predicting future romance. It was one of the 
few times of the year when young men and women 
could mingle, and fortune-telling games to predict 
who they would marry were popular.  

* Those who are experiencing money-related re-
lationship issues might be interested to note the 
results of a survey conducted by TD Ameritrade. 
When asked who manages the household budget, 

87 percent of women said they did, while 81 percent of men claimed 
that responsibility.  

* Until Alfred Hitchcock’s iconic psychological horror film “Psycho” pre-
miered in 1960, no American film had ever shown a toilet being flushed.

* Buick is one of the oldest automobile brands in the world, so you might 
expect that the company’s founder did pretty well for himself. Unfortu-
nately for David Dunbar Buick, who incorporated the company in 1903, 
that wasn’t the case. In less than a year, the company was sold. Buick 
stayed on as a manager and worked on engine development, but only 
for two more years. When he left his namesake company in 1906, he 
sold his one remaining share of Buick for $100,000. That was a rather 
hefty sum at the time, but he lost it all in a series of unsuccessful ven-
tures. At the time of his death in early 1929, he was virtually penniless. 

* It’s been reported that a shaved guinea pig bears a remarkable resem-
blance to a tiny hippopotamus. 
***
Thought for the Day: “Absolute faith corrupts as absolutely as absolute 
power.” -- Eric Hoffer

1. GEOGRAPHY: What is the only sea 
without a land boundary?
2. ANATOMY: Which one of the human 
fingernails grows the fastest?
3. GAMES: What is the sum of all 

numbers on a roulette wheel?
4. ENTERTAINERS: What phrase is inscribed on the tombstone 
of Mel Blanc, the voice of cartoon characters such as Porky Pig 
and Bugs Bunny?
5. TELEVISION: What was the real name of Shaggy’s character 
in the “Scooby-Doo” series?
6. OLYMPICS: How many events are in the decathlon?
7. MOVIES: William Shatner made his acting debut in which 
movie?
8. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What was the item that the 
crocodile Tick-Tock swallowed in the Disney movie “Peter Pan”?
9. BIBLE: What is the longest single book in the Bible?
10. MEDICAL: What is a more common name for 
rhinotillexomania?

Answers
1. The Sargasso Sea in the Atlantic 
Ocean
2. The middle fingernail
3. 666
4. “That’s all folks!”
5. Norville Rogers
6. 10
7. “The Brothers Karamazov”
8. An alarm clock
9. Jeremiah
10. Obsessive nose picking

ANSWER KEY



Page 7October 21, 2017972-870-1992  Rambler Newspapers

IRUN
Continued from Page 1

IRVING ISD RUNS: Irving ISD students, employees, and families take off during the second annual iRun Irving Fun Walk/Run at Irving’s Joy and Ralph 
Ellis Stadium. /Photo by Alan Fleck

WORSHIP ADS

To list your house of worship 
in the Rambler, please contact 
Joe at  972-870-1992 or  joes@

ramblernewspapers.net

UNITY CHURCH

Unity of Irving
Sunday Morning Services:

9:30 AM Adult Class
11:00 AM Service

& Children’s Church
Reverend Frank Pounders

and Reverend Margaret Pound-
ers

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 
75061

972-253-5083
unitychurchofirving.com

First United Methodist 
Church 

211 W. Third,  75060
972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.

org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

Dr. Jack Wallace, Senior Pastor
Sammy Hargrove, Associate 

Pastor Emeritus

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

First Church of Christ, 
Scientist

2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 
75061

972-253-7202
www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-

1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-

0476
access code 884879

For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 
75061

1st Century Christianity in the 
21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 

p.m.
Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.

972-790-8606 
www.BeltLineChurch.com

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W. Airport Freeway Irving Tx
972-255-4185

www.ppumc.org

UNITED METHODIST

WORSHIP

Sunday Morning 
Worship
8:30 a.m.

Traditional 
Communion Service

Holy Communion every Sunday

9:15 a.m.
Non-Traditional Service

Plymouth Park Praise Band

11:00 a.m.
Traditional Service

Chancel Choir

Dr. William E. La Barr, 
Senior Pastor

Dr. Rusty Hedges, Associate Pastor

We're holding a place for you!

PLYMOUTH PARK 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

1615 W. Airport Freeway, 
Irving, Texas 75062

972-255-4185

For more details go to www.ppumc.org

constantly reminded the 
kids of the upcoming fun 
run and to bring their fam-
ilies,” Wilson said. “A medal 
will be given out to finishers 
of all the events at the last 
event of the year, indicating 
that they have completed 
the overall distance.” 

“Due to a schedule con-
flict, two students decided 
to participate in this event at 
the last minute,” said parent 
June Davis of her son and 
his friend. “Both have been 
junior high participants in 
cross country all summer, 
and the 1.5 mile distance 
is the same distance they 
have been running in track. 
Elementary school age kids 
consider this event as more 
of a walk for fun, whereas 
for the Junior high school 
age students it is more com-
petitive.”  

Sylvia Sauceda, in her 
first year as Assistant Direc-
tor for Food and Nutrition 
Services, pointed out the ta-
ble being manned by fellow 
Food and Nutrition staff as 
they prepared to provide 
bananas and other post-
race food as participants 
completed the event. 

“It is very important to 
encourage the community 
and students to get phys-

ical exercise and this is a 
good community relations 
event,” Sauceda said. 

Alex Perez, a Physical Ed-
ucation teacher at Gilbert 
Elementary, encouraged 
about 60 kids and parents 
to participate. 

“A flyer was passed out 
to the students that their 
Physical Education depart-
ment had received from 
Dr. Cravens mentioning a 
t-shirt that would be avail-
able to participants,” Perez 
said. “Parents got the flyer 
about three weeks before 
the event. Kids were talked 
to everyday for two minutes 
about the event.

“What we do every Fri-
day is run for 10-15 minutes 
before regular gym class. 
Its iRun day,” Perez said. 
“The kids Kinder through 
fifth know what that means. 
Kids will run or walk in gym 
or outside as warmup. This 
way they put in a tenth to 
half mile each Friday. Every 
month putting in a mile or 
two, that will cover the mar-
athon.  

“We tell the kids this is 
their one time they will pos-
sibly get out and do some-
thing, so take advantage. 
Many of these kids live in 
apartments and do not have 

a lot of area to run in unless 
they go out and do soccer or 
football or basketball.

“At end of year, we’ll see 
progression where kids can 
run the entire time, not 
just run/walk,” Perez said. 

“They are either running 
or jogging most of the time 
and there is a huge differ-
ence from when they start-
ed. They come to enjoy it as 
a family thing.”

FOOD AND NUTRITION: Irving ISD Food and Nutrition staff 
provide bananas and post race food to participants. /Photo by Alan Fleck

Outside Sales 
Representative Wanted

Rambler Newspapers is currently seeking outgoing individuals who enjoy 
working closely with community business leaders.

Requirements: Personal Transportation & 
Valid Driver’s License and Insurance

Preferred Skills Include:
Prior Sales Experience (not retail) & Basic Computer Skills. Willingness to 

establish and maintain profitable relationships with customers .
To apply send resume to johns@ramblernewspapers.net

For more information call (972) 870-1992

became inter-
ested in materials en-
gineering and decided to 
pursue a master’s degree in 
materials science and engi-
neering. 

While Treadway was a 
graduate student at the 
University of Texas at Ar-
lington, he was the found-
ing chair for the American 
Society of Materials UTA 
student chapter and served 
as camp director for the in-
augural Materials Camp for 
middle- and high-school 
students.

After he completed his 
master’s degree at UTA, 
DCCCD’s new STEM Insti-
tute director began working 
full time on his doctoral de-
gree in structural engineer-
ing. After Treadway was 
awarded his doctorate, he 
returned to Dallas and be-
gan his career in informal 
education at the Museum 
of Nature and Science and 
later at the Perot Muse-

um of Nature 
and Science. In 2014, 

he joined the Frontiers of 
Flight Museum as its direc-
tor of education, where his 
career came full circle – he 
returned to aviation and 
also embraced his passion 
for informal education.

Treadway is actively in-
volved in his daughter’s 
school and his church com-
munity. He also is a mem-
ber of several professional 
organizations, serves on a 
number of civic boards and 
presents regularly at edu-
cational conferences. He 
earned his bachelor’s de-
gree in mathematics from 
East Texas State University 
(now Texas A&M Universi-
ty-Commerce); his master’s 
degree in materials science 
and engineering from UTA; 
and his doctorate in struc-
tural engineering from Im-
perial College London.

SOURCE Dallas County Commu-
nity College District 

DCCCD STEM INSTITUTE
Continued from Page 1

@RamblerNewspapers
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1First-time visitors and local residents only. Certain restrictions apply. $28 minimum value. At participating studios only. See studio for details. Orangetheory®, OTF® and other Orangetheory® 
marks are registered trademarks of Ultimate Fitness Group LLC. © Copyright 2016 Ultimate Fitness Group LLC and/or its affiliates. 2Including the afterburn. Individual results may vary. 3Based 

on intensity level, participants can burn an expected average of 15-20% more calories above their standard resting calorie burn.

OTF Las Colinas | 7640 N. MacArthur Blvd., Suite 5 | Irving, TX 75063 | 214.716.0554

•  BURN 500+ CALORIES IN 60 MINUTES*

•  KEEP BURNING CALORIES FOR UP TO 36 HOURS*

•  COACH-LED GROUP WORKOUTS
•  FOR ALL FITNESS LEVELS

Orangetheory®, OTF® and other Orangetheory® marks are registered trademarks of Ultimate Fitness Group LLC. ©Copyright 2017 Ultimate Fitness Group LLC and/or its affiliates.  
First-time visitors and local residents only. Certain restrictions apply. *Visit orangetheoryfitness.com/termsofuse for additional information.

FIND OUT MORE AT ORANGETHEORYFITNESS.COM

CALL 214.716.0554  
JOIN NOW – ENJOY SPECIAL PRE-OPENING MEMBERSHIP RATES

 THE WORLD’S BEST
 ONE-HOUR WORKOUT

IS COMING!
Sign up today and save. As a founding member, you get a special 
pre-opening membership rate. Plus, your low rate is locked in for as 
long as you’re a member. But this rate only lasts until the doors open, 
so don’t delay.

call an SAE, a supervised 
AG experience, so we’re re-
ally getting a few kids start-
ed.” 

Students were selling a 
variety of items at the mar-
ket, from homemade wan-
dering Jew hanging bas-
kets, to pumpkins and even 
live chickens. For just $10, 
FFA vice-president, junior 
Katelyn Patane was selling 
Rhode Island Red chickens 
she raised. 

“I started off with five 
chickens and sold two,” Pa-
tane said. “I started raising 
these chickens and thought 
selling them here would de-
velop an SAE for me.” 

Patane had many attend-
ees interact with her chick-
ens, but juniors Jonathan 
Lazo and Jasmine Stovall 
actually went home with 
two chickens of their own. 

“I didn’t think they were 
for sale, but we really liked 
them and thought they were 

amazing” Lazo said. “We’re 
going to raise them as pets. 
My mom is actually from El 
Salvador. She raised chick-
ens and cows, so she can 
help us.” 

Gowan hopes to grow 
the market each semester 
by collaborating with feed-
er elementary schools and 
partnering with some of the 
vendors from the Irving, 
Grand Prairie and Dallas 
Farmers Markets. 

“Their markets are so big, 
it’s hard to convince them 
to come here when we’re 
so small. I think with time, 
we’ll be able to establish 
our farmers market and get 
more people here,” Gowan 
said. “We’ve grown from 
last year, and I think it will 
continue to grow with years 
to come. Eventually our goal 
is to have the whole market 
be half vendors and half AG 
kids selling their products.”

NIMITZ MAKES CARAMEL APPLES: Culinary students from Nimitz High 
School make caramel apples to sell during the Nimitz Farmers Market. /Photo 
by Daisy Silos

FARMERS MARKET
Continued from Page 1

The Irving Police Depart-
ment was recently approved 
for a Selective Traffic En-
forcement Program (STEP) 
Comprehensive Grant for 
fiscal year 2018. 

The grant will help pro-
vide the means to deploy ad-
ditional officers on Irving’s 
highways to enforce speed-

Irving Police Department 
approved for STEP Grant

ing, seatbelt, and distracted 
driving laws in addition to 
conducting DWI operations 
throughout the city. This 
year, the Texas Department 
of Transportation (TxDOT) 
will contribute $180,000 to-
ward the STEP budget. The 
goal of the project is to re-
duce the number of alcohol 

and speed related crashes as 
well as reducing crash-relat-
ed injury and fatality rates.  

In addition to enforce-
ment operations, the fund-
ing provides for various 
public information and edu-
cational efforts such as traf-
fic safety presentations at 
community events, schools 

and other venues. The grant 
also makes allowances for 
training and minor equip-
ment purchases. 

During the fiscal year 
2017 grant period, Irving of-
ficers wrote 7,162 speeding 
citations, 121 child restraint 
citations, 640 seatbelt ci-
tations and made 125 DWI 
arrests. The Irving Police 
Department will continue 
to partner with TxDOT and 
participate in programs that 
encourage and support ef-
forts to enhance the safety 
of our roadways. 

SOURCE Irving Police Department 

RAMBLER 
NEWSPAPERS

PHOTO 
CONTEST

Submit your best fall 
photos to 

joes@ramblernewspa-
pers.net by Oct. 28 for 
a chance to win TWO 
tickets to Friday, Nov. 
3rd's performance of 

MainStage's Sister 
Act at the Irving Arts 

Center.


