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"We wanted to show 
how we are 

contributing to our city. 
We wanted people 

from different faiths 
to see we can come 

together in a spirit of 
love and unity.”

Maha Shahidi
Member of Baha'i community

By Ariel Graham
Dallas Fan Days 2017 

offered a weekend full of 
comics, celebrities, and 
camaraderie at the Irving 
Convention Center Friday, 
Oct. 20, through Sunday, 
Oct. 22.

By Rachel Hawkins
Three Weeks of Wonder 

is a three week program 
designed to help fourth 
through sixth graders and 
their families discover the 
joy of reading. Families 
across Irving ISD will fol-
low a reading schedule from 
Oct. 30-Nov. 17, while stu-
dents discuss the novel in 
their classes and answer 
trivia questions. 

All students involved in 
the reading program will re-
ceive a free hard cover copy 
of Wonder by R.J. Palacio. 
In addition to reading Won-
der, students will engage in 
activities centered on the 
story’s themes of kindness 
and celebrating differences. 

Wonder is about a ten-
year-old boy in New York 
City born with a facial defor-
mity who struggles to make 
friends. The theme of kind-
ness is repeated throughout 
the book. 

By Daisy Silos
Over the course of the 

next five years, Irving res-
idents will start seeing 
changes while driving on 
the roads. The city’s “Road 
to the Future: $100 Mil-
lion in 5 Years,” initiative 
is set to start construction 
throughout the city in mid-
2018, but has already begun 
working on small portions 
of streets that need rehabil-
itation.

“It’s a five year, $100 mil-
lion program to begin to fix 
some of the roads we have 
that are substandard,” said 
Capital Improvement Pro-
gram Director Casey Tate. 
“It’s a combination of new 
reconstruction of some re-
ally poor streets and also 
some rehabilitation of some 
that need help.”

According to a citizen sur-
vey, road maintenance and 
improvements are consis-
tently ranked as the highest 
priority among Irving resi-

Expo brings pop culture fun to Irving
Over 20,000 die-hard 

fans of comic books, pop 
culture, and more poured 
into Irving to celebrate all 
things fandom. The show 
is put on every year by Fan 
Expo, one of the largest pop 
culture exhibition groups 

in the world. Fan Expo also 
puts on the larger Fan Expo 
Dallas show presented in 
the spring. James Arm-
strong, event coordinator 
for Dallas Fan Days, said the 
show offers a little some-
thing for everyone. 

SANDERSON SISTERS RUN AMOK: The Sanderson Sisters joined comics, celebrities, and cosplayers at this 
year's Dallas Fan Days, held at the Irving Convention Center. /Photo by Ariel Graham

Irving ISD spreads 
Wonder of reading

“The district’s initiative of 
3 Weeks of Wonder, which 
is under a program called 
One District, One Book, is 
only fourth through sixth 
graders,” said Pamela Capu-
long, the Townsell Elemen-
tary librarian. “They are 
going to read the book each 
night with their parents or 
sibling, and they will have 
activities to do each night.  

“The students have a pa-
rade for the veterans each 
year, but this year we are 
also going to create a po-
etry slam, a music concert 
for them, and serve them 
a pancake breakfast as an 
initiative to go along with 
Wonder.

“As far as the One District, 
One Book, it’s a great oppor-
tunity,” said Lavina Mitch-
ell, parent of a Townsell 
Elementary student. “My 

daughter loves to read, but 
it’s just the idea of everyone 
being on the same book at 
the same time. Throughout 
the course they are asking 
these trivia questions about 
the book, and they actual-
ly get to talk about it when 
they are in class. She enjoys 
being able to discuss a book 
with her peers and when 
she comes home.”

In July 2017, the pro-
gram One District, One 
Book earned Irving ISD 
recognition nationwide. DA 
Magazine (District Ad-
ministration Magazine), 
a publication for superin-
tendents, asked schools to 
submit a program they were 
participating in that could 
be modeled by other school 
districts. Out of thousands 

Irving paves road 
to brighter future

dents. 
“The city council listened 

to citizens who are asking 
for more attention to be 
delivered to the roadways,” 
said Dan Vedral, Director of 
Transportation for the City 
of Irving. “They asked for 
us to analyze the whole road 
system to find out how it 
can be better improved, and 
we did a scientific analysis 
scoring all the road systems 
in Irving.”

The city’s road system 
overall scored a 72 out of a 
100 indicating the roads are 
in reasonably good shape, 
but some streets in the city 
did not score well. Streets 
scoring between 50 to 60 
points will undergo reha-
bilitation including MacAr-
thur Boulevard between Pi-
oneer Drive and MacArthur 
Court, while those scoring 
below 50 such as Betsy 
Lane between Grauwyler 

“Dallas Fan Days is a 
long-established celebra-
tion of all genres,” Arm-
strong said. “Whether 
you’re into comic books, 
anime, science fiction, fan-
tasy, all that kind of stuff 
is down here at the Irving 
Convention Center for three 
days, including a lot of spe-
cial guests, celebrity guests, 
professional comic book 
artists, cosplayers, and a lot 
of community.” 

One of the biggest rea-
sons fans come to Dallas 
Fan Days is to connect with 
some of their favorite celeb-
rities from television and 
film. The show offers photo 
ops, autographs, and meet-
and-greet panels with many 
celebrity guests. This year’s 

headliner was British actor 
David Tennant, best known 
for his roles as the 10th Doc-
tor on Doctor Who, Zebedi-
ah Killgrave, AKA The Pur-
ple Man on Marvel’s Jessica 
Jones, and Detective Alec 
Hardy on the drama series 
Broadchurch. Armstrong 
said he was thrilled to see 
David Tennant come to 
Dallas and booking him for 
this year’s show was no easy 
feat.

“Definitely the biggest 
draw [of this year’s show] is 
Mr. David Tennant,” Arm-
strong said. “We have the 
most popular Doctor from 
the Doctor Who series, and 
everyone is very excited to 
have him here at the event. 
He’s a working actor, and 

it’s very difficult to land him 
based on his schedule. A lot 
of it’s done in the UK, so to 
have him here in Texas is re-
ally exciting.” Other guests 
at this year’s show were ac-
tress Mara Wilson, Graham 
McTavish from Outlander 
and The Hobbit, and Kris-
tian Nairn, AKA Hodor 
from Game of Thrones.

The show also features 
a number of community 
events and activities for 
guests. Fans of cosplay (cos-
tume play) showed off their 
garb in a costume contest 
and also visited panels to 
learn tips and techniques 
for future outfits. Fans 
looking for love took part 

By Daisy Silos
The Bahá'í communi-

ty of Irving celebrated the 
200th anniversary of the 
birth of the founder of the 
Bahá'í faith, Bahá'u'lláh on 
Sunday, Oct. 22. The Bahá'í 
faith is a universal religion 
that believes in the elimina-
tion of prejudice and equali-
ty for men and women.

“We wanted to have this 
celebration to honor him for 
giving us his teachings and 
two centuries of light,” said 
Mahrooz Maddela, public 
information officer for the 
Bahá'í’s of Irving. “We want-
ed to emblazon his name, to 
gather our friends together 
and bring more awareness 
of what we’re doing in re-
gards to community build-
ing because it is one of the 
most important aspects of 
the Bahá'í faith.”

The festivities began with 

Bahá'í’s celebrate 
200th anniversary

a unity prayer said in both 
English and Spanish, fol-
lowed by a performance by 
the choral group. The chil-
dren’s classes performed 
three songs and finished 

“We wanted an uplifting 
program to be both spiri-
tual and at the same time 
happy,” said Maha Shahidi, 
member of the Bahá'í com-
munity. “We wanted people 
to understand more about 
Bahá'u'lláh and celebrate 
him in a dignified and up-
lifting way. I was so happy 
to have members of the Ir-
ving Heritage Center sup-
port us on stage, because it 
was such a diverse group of 
different ages, backgrounds, 
religions, and colors singing 
a song I felt was very appro-
priate for the event. We are 
all one at the end, and al-
though we look different, we 
are all the same.”

Mayor Rick Stopfer fol-
lowed the choral group to 
present the Mayoral Proc-
lamation marking Oct. 22 

their performance with “We 
Are One,” with the help of 
members from the Irving 
Heritage Senior Center. 

See BAHA'I ANNIVERSARY
Page 4

See DALLAS FAN DAYS
Page 5

See THREE WEEKS OF WONDER
Page 4

See ROAD TO THE FUTURE
Page 2
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LOVE YOUR 
smile

Do you want to remove 
white spots and stains 

from your teeth?
Ask us about microabrasion. 

Call for a free consultation!

Dr. Vanessa  
Williams

2820 North O’Connor
Irving, TX 75062

972-594-4888
www.mydfwdentist.com

ive your smile the TLC it deserves. 
We offer a full range of general and 

cosmetic dentistry including wisdom teeth 
extractions, dental implants, dentures, and 
microabrasion. We have extended hours. Call 
us for an early or late appointment.

G

Follow us on 
Facebook

www.facebook.com/
mydfwdentist

SATURDAY
{ october }

28 1:30 - 3:30 PM
JOES COFFEE 

SHOP

SATURDAY
{ october }

28 1:30 - 3:30 PM
JOES COFFEE 

SHOP
SATURDAY
{ october }

28 1:30 - 3:30 PM
JOES COFFEE 

SHOP

SATURDAY
{ october }

28 1:30 - 3:30 PM
JOES COFFEE 

SHOP

Hours: Mon - Fri. 5:30am - 3:30pm  Sat - Sun 7am - 3:30pm

Veterans Day
Ceremony

Come out and support
Our Veterans!

Live patriotic music,
Refreshments and much more.

HONOR A LOVED ONE
PURCHASE A GRANITE BLOCK

Call Bob Moffatt at 972-259-6889

Friday, November 10, 2017 at 11 a.m.
Irving Public Library Central Branch Auditorium
All Branches of the Military will be honored.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Trash to Treasure Sale
October 28, 8 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Heritage Senior Center announces its Trash to Treasure Sale on Satur-
day October 28th! Come shop for great items, this is a great place for 
flea market fans. We are also accepting vendors, contact the Heritage 
Senior Center, 200 S. Jefferson St. To learn more about the sale call 
972 721-2496.

Texas Harmony Chorus
October 28
Texas Harmony Chorus’ annual show at Oak View Baptist Church in 
Irving. Texas Harmony is an integral part of the Irving community having 
sung at local retirement homes as well as other non-paid performances.

Trunk or Treat at Ratteree 
October 31, 5 to 7 p.m.
Irving ISD’s James A. Ratteree Career Development Center is hosting 
a Trunk or Treat for the community. Ratteree students and teachers 
will dress up and dole out candy. There will be light refreshments, face 
painting, activities/games, and cosmetology students will be providing 
basic nail services.

Lone Star Youth Orchestra
November 1, 5:30-6:30pm
The Las Colinas Symphony Orchestra will be holding rolling auditions 
for the Lone Star Youth Orchestra. All auditions take place at the Irving 
Arts Center. 
Auditions are by appointment only. All audition information can be found 
at www.lascolinassymphony.org/lsyo. Students can expect to perform two 
scales, a solo of their choice, and 2-3 excerpts that have been preselected 
for their instrument. 
Based in Irving, TX, the Lone Star Youth Orchestra is the only tuition-free 
youth orchestra in the Dallas-Fort Worth area. The Lone Star Youth 
Orchestra is open to all middle and high school students residing in 
the Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex. These talented youths are given the 
opportunity to supplement and enhance their music education by learning 
symphonic literature through high-quality orchestral and ensemble training 
with the very best in the field.

and State Highway 183 will 
undergo reconstruction. 

After determining the 
pavement assessment re-
sults, the city launched a 
strategic plan to sell bonds 
to fund the project.

“We tried to put this plan 
together without raising the 
tax rates to pay for them. In 
other words, do it within the 
means we had,” Tate said.  

The rehabilitation and 
reconstruction plans are di-
vided into five years, which 
will end in 2022. The first 
two years will consist of de-
sign, construction and reha-
bilitation on several streets 
such as Hardrock and Pio-
neer, costing $50,200,000. 
The third year will consist 
of construction and rehabil-
itation on streets like Lindy 
Lane, costing $20,500,000. 
The fourth year will consist 
of design, construction and 

rehabilitation on streets such 
as Regent Boulevard be-
tween Kin West and Beltline 
Road, costing $8,800,000. 
The final year will include 
paving construction and re-
habilitation on streets like 
Esters Road between Twin 
Falls and Rochelle, costing 
$17,200,000. 

City Councilman John 
Danish was impressed when 
he first saw the year-by-
year plan, particularly when 
he noticed Glenmore and 
Shepherd were among those 
streets. 

“These are one block 
streets between Sixth Street 
and Irving Boulevard that 
are a forgotten part of our 
city, and the citizens who 
live on them feel they’re 
overlooked,” Danish said. 
“I’m hoping the residents 
on Glenmore and Shepherd 
will be very happy to see 

ROAD TO THE FUTURE
Continued from Page 1

a modern day street with 
curbs, gutters and sidewalks. 
Hopefully other citizens will 
find their streets finally get-
ting improved as well.”

Danish thinks this invest-
ment will bring more oppor-
tunities to Irving. 

“I think in the coming 
years we’re going to see Ir-
ving blossom in ways we 
never imagined,” Danish 
said. “A lot of that will be be-
cause of the infrastructure 
of transportation because 
we made that investment.”
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Gospel Meeting
November 5-8, 2017

"To God Be The Glory"
Sunday P.M. - "Oh How I Love Jesus"
Monday P.M. - "To God Be The Glory"

Tuesday P.M. - "I Love To Tell the Story"
Wednesday P.M. - "Ring Out the Message"

Services:
Sunday Bible Class - 9:00am
Sunday Worship - 10:00am
Sunday Evening - 6:00pm

Monday - Wednesday - 7:00pm

Belt Line Road Church of Christ
1202 North Belt Line Road

(972) 790-8606
beltlinechurch@sbcglobal.net

Keep America Beautiful, 
the national nonprofit that 
envisions a country in which 
every community is a clean, 
green, and beautiful place to 
live, and The UPS Founda-
tion, which leads the glob-
al citizenship programs at 
UPS, announced the distri-
bution of a 2017 Keep Amer-
ica Beautiful/UPS Commu-
nity Tree and Recovery Tree 
Planting Grant to Keep Ir-
ving Beautiful (KIB).

KIB’s grant provided for 
the purchase of a mix of na-
tive trees – bur oak, cedar 
elm and bald cypress – to be 
planted along the northern 
Campion Trails to replace 
those lost due to flooding 
and high winds. On the 
beautiful fall morning of Oct. 
19, twenty-three UPS em-
ployee volunteers, joined by 

Tree planting grant awarded to KIB
an Irving Tree Board mem-
ber and a North Lake College 
student, gathered at Sam 
Houston Trail Park to plant 
those trees. After instruc-
tion on proper techniques by 
the Parks Department staff, 
the volunteers divided into 
teams and planted 31 trees 
at Sam Houston Trail, then 
the remaining 10 at adja-
cent T.W. Richardson Grove 
Park. 

Irving Community Tele-
vision Network (ICTN) sent 
a crew to interview volun-
teers and video the action. 
Councilman Allan Meagher, 
a retired UPS employee him-
self, and Irving Fire Chief 
Victor Conley were present 
to address the group and 
express their thanks for the 
efforts. The group of 25 gave 
a total of 100 hours of ser-

vice in planting trees. This 
was one of 21 grant projects 
that will result in more than 
1,200 trees being planted in 
support of locally-relevant 
initiatives. In addition to the 
grant funding, the program 
also links Keep America 
Beautiful affiliates with local 
UPS employees who provide 
volunteer support to plant 
the trees. 

“This is the fourth consec-
utive year that KIB has re-
ceived the UPS Community 
Tree Planting Grant,” said 
KIB Board member Scott 
Wilson, who also serves 
on the Tree Board. “These 
grants have made it possible 
for our volunteers to plant 
256 native trees at the city’s 
Tree Farm and at three dif-
ferent Campion Trails parks. 
We are very grateful to UPS 

and Keep America Beau-
tiful for this opportunity, 
and trees planted through 
these grants will be enjoyed 
by thousands of people for 
many years to come.”

The Keep America Beau-
tiful/UPS grant program, 
open exclusively to Keep 
America Beautiful affiliates, 
is intended to help: seques-
ter levels of carbon dioxide 
through strategic plantings; 
emphasize the importance of 
native tree planting; or pro-
duce fruit from fruit trees for 
local consumption. Grants 
will also be given to affiliates 
to plant trees that will have 
a greater likelihood of with-
standing natural disasters in 
communities that have lost a 
significant number of trees 
because of a recent natural 
disaster.

“Keep America Beautiful 
knows one of the best ways 
to create resilient, more 
sustainable communities is 
through strategic tree plant-
ings,” said Helen Lowman, 
Keep America Beautiful’s 
president and CEO. “We are 
proud of our long-standing 
relationship with UPS and 
The UPS Foundation as 
part of its important glob-
al tree-planting initiative. 
Our affiliates’ tree planting 
projects will help transform 
public spaces into beau-
tiful places, making their 
communities economically 
stronger, healthier and bet-
ter places to live.”

“It is a privilege for UPS 
to collaborate with Keep 
America Beautiful, an orga-
nization known for advocat-
ing for and protecting the 
environment,” said Eduardo 
Martinez, president of The 
UPS Foundation and chief 
diversity and inclusion offi-
cer at UPS. “The UPS Foun-
dation, through its Global 
Forestry Initiative, has a 
goal to fund the planting of 
15 million trees by the end of 
2020. Awarding these grants 
to Keep America Beautiful 
affiliates helps foster more 
resilient, sustainable com-
munities and demonstrates 
UPS’s continued commit-
ment to communities and 
the environment.”  

Since 2011, The UPS 
Foundation and its environ-
mental partners, including 
Keep America Beautiful, 
have planted more than 5 
million trees in 46 countries 
in its effort to plant, protect 
and preserve trees in urban 
and rural areas in the United 
States and throughout the 
world. UPS reported that it 
surpassed the company’s 
2015 tree planting goals, 
planting more than 2.1 mil-
lion trees during that year’s 
grant cycle. 

SOURCE Keep America Beautiful

MIXING OLD WITH NEW: Keep Irving Beautiful (KIB) receives a grand from The UPS Foundation that will allow them to plant native trees such as bur 
oak, cedar elm and bald cypress along the northern Campion Trails. /Photo contributed

Transportation for seniors, people 
with disabilities on the way

Dallas, TX  -- MV Trans-
portation, a leading provider 
of paratransit services, has 
partnered with Dallas Area 
Rapid Transit’s (DART) to 
introduce rideshare compa-
ny Lyft and provide on-de-
mand transportation as part 
of MV’s operation of Dallas 
Area Rapid Transit’s (DART) 
paratransit program. This 
pilot marks the first of up-
coming deployments of MV 
Mobility Services, an expan-
sion of MV’s core transpor-
tation services that features 
integration with alternative 
modes of transport. 

Through the pilot, MV has 
expanded mobility options 
for DART’s paratransit pro-
gram, supplementing the 
core paratransit services op-
erated by the MV Transpor-
tation team, and expanding 

the system’s capacity by sev-
en percent through its part-
nership with Lyft.

Riders participating in the 
pilot enjoy up-to-date alerts 
about their trip while receiv-
ing the same level of service 
oversight to which they are 
accustomed, through MV’s 
call center. MV’s local team, 
led by General Manager 
Keith Anglin, ensures all 
aspects of service delivery 
meet rider and agency ex-
pectations.  

In its agreement with 
DART, MV delivers more 
than 750,000 trips annually 
and provides management, 
oversight, operations, call 
center services, mainte-
nance and fleet assets.  

“As the market leader in 
paratransit services, MV 
considers it an obligation to 

continuously find new ways 
to help transit agencies con-
trol costs while maintaining 
the highest levels of safety, 
compliance and equity for 
passengers”, said Kevin A. 
Klika, Chief Operating Offi-
cer. “We strive to bring com-
munities together with more 
efficient and affordable mo-
bility solutions to improve 
people’s lives.

“At DART, we rely on our 
contractors to not just de-
liver service, but to also un-
derstand each riders’ profile 
to ensure our standards of 
quality are met for all indi-
viduals, in the most efficient 
and cost effective way,” said 
Doug Douglas, DART’s Vice 
President of Mobility Man-
agement Services. “Both 
MV and Lyft have been out-
standing partners in meet-

ing this expectation.”
“We’re excited to part-

ner with MV to expand the 
mobility options available 
to DART’s paratransit pas-
sengers in the greater Dal-
las area,” said Yohan Bob-
combe, Market Manager of 
Lyft Dallas/Fort Worth. “By 
working with MV to intro-
duce Lyft as a new, safe and 
convenient option for DART 
paratransit trips, we’re help-
ing improve access for pas-
sengers who rely on these 
services for their daily travel 
needs. Being part of these 
vital community transport 
programs is an important 
part of our mission to im-
prove people’s lives with the 
world’s best transportation.”

SOURCE Dallas Area Rapid 
Transit

Outside Sales 
Representative Wanted

For more information call
972-870-1992

Softball players at Irving 
High School pitched in to 
aid with Hurricane Harvey 
relief efforts. The team dug 
through their inventory at 
school and at home and do-
nated batting cage nets, 20 
helmets, bats, some cleats 
and a few pair of pants to 
the drive spearheaded by a 
Houston-area coach. 

Thirty-four schools across 
the state participated in the 
drive. Halfway through the 
trip to collect items, the first 
truck was filled, necessitat-
ing a second truck rental. 

“We were glad to be part 
of it, and our girls were 
amazed when I told them 
our pick-up time had to be 
delayed because the original 
truck was completely full,” 
Irving High School head 
softball coach Joshua Lutr-
rall said. “They were amazed 
at how much stuff could be 
collected little by little when 
so many people worked to-
gether.”

SOURCE Irving ISD

Irving High softball players 
make grand slam donation

"Our girls were amazed when I told them 
our pick-up time had to be delayed because 
the original truck was completely full."
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CLASSIFIEDS
LEGALS

2 burial plots @ Restland 
in Woodland area valued 
@ 26000 sell for 12000 call 
9038949620

IT Commence Inc seeks 
SQL Server Developer  
(SQLSD17) with Master’s 
only or Bachelor ’s +5yrs 
exp/equiv. in T-SQL, SQL, 
SSIS, SSRS, HTML, CSS, 
JavaScript, Visual Studio. 
Mail resumes to: HR, 8402 
Sterling Street, Suite 204, 
Irving, TX 75063. Travel to 
unanticipated work sites 
throughout U.S. Foreign 
equiv. accepted.

Multiple Open Positions at 
TECHBITS INC:

Master’s only / Bachelor’s 
+ 5 yrs. exp./equiv.: Sr. 
S y s t e m s  E n g i n e e r 
( T S E 1 7 ) :  We b S p h e r e 
A p p l i c a t i o n  S e r v e r , 
WebSphere MQ, Pega, 
Oracle Fusion, JavaScript, 
Java, Unix, Linux. Teradata 
D e v e l o p e r  ( T T D 1 7 ) : 
Teradata ,  In fo rmat ica , 
Oracle, JavaScript, UNIX 
shell scripting. WebSphere 
P l a t f o r m  S p e c i a l i s t 
(TWA17):  WebSphere, 
WebSphere MQ, Solaris, 
JavaScript, Java, Unix. Mail 
resume with job ID to HR: 
400 E ROYAL LN, # 207, 
IRVING, TX 75039. Travel 
to unanticipated worksites 
throughout U.S. Foreign 
equivalency accepted.

Freelance 
Writers Wanted

For more information call
972-870-1992

The CITY OF IRVING, Texas will receive sealed responses to the following 
solicitations in the Purchasing Division, 835 W. Irving Blvd, until the date 
and time below and will open responses on that date: 

1. ITB #021M-18F Fire Hydrant Parts
Due Date: 11/10/17 @ 3:30 p.m.  
2. ITB #024M-18F Urban Center Lift Station
Pre-Bid Mtg: 11/09/17 @ 3:00 p.m. 
Due Date: 11/17/17 @ 3:00 p.m.  
3. ITB #029M-18F Resurfacing Swimming Pool at Heritage Senior 
Center
Pre-Bid Mtg: 11/07/17 @ 2:15 p.m.  OR 11/09/17 @ 2:15 p.m. 
Due Date: 11/17/17 @ 3:30 p.m.  
4. ITB #031M-18F Purchase of Audio Equipment
Due Date: 11/10/17 @ 3:00 p.m. 
5. RFP #020V-17F Asphalt Restoration
Due Date: 11/08/17 @ 3:00 p.m.  
6. ITB #025D-18F Access Control and Video Surveillance 
Hardware and Service
Due Date: 11/10/17 @ 3:00 p.m.  
7. RFP #026D-18F Medical and Occupational Health Fitness 
Services
Due Date: 11/14/17 @ 3:00 p.m. 

Responses should be submitted online no later than the due date and time 
shown above. Late responses cannot be accepted, so please allow ample 
time to submit your response. Information may be found at cityofirving.
ionwave.net/Purchasing Phone:972.721.2631

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

Call today about the inexpensive advertising in the Rambler! 
972-870-1992

BAHA'I ANNIVERSARY 
Continued from Page 1

BAHA'U'LLAH BIRTHDAY: The Baha'i choral group celebrate the 200th anniversary of the birth 
of the Baha'i founder, Baha'u'llah, as part of a large celebration held at DFW Airport Marriott Hotel. 
/Photo by Daisy Silos

THREE WEEKS OF WONDER
Continued from Page 1

of projects submitted, the 
magazine chose 50 and 
Townsell Elementary’s One 
District, One Book project 
was selected. 

A movie titled Wonder 
based on the book opens in 
theaters Nov. 
17.

“I hope the 
students all 
go to the mov-
ie in Novem-
ber,” Capulong 
said. “That’s 
the big excite-
ment about it. 
I hope it helps 
them build re-
lationships, be-
cause teachers 
and staff will 
be reading the book along 
with the kids, and it helps 
us build relationships with 
them. 

“As a counselor, my job 
is to come in here and teach 
them to be good people who 
go off and choose kind-
ness,” said Michelle Grady, 
first, third and fifth grade 
counselor. “It’s a tangible 
example that they can see 
how somebody else is being 
kind. I hope that resonates 
with them, and they are able 
to do it to somebody, some-
where, someday.”

“Every night when my 
daughter has the reading, 
we all get together and 
read,” Capulong said. “My 
younger kids are also in-
volved in the reading as a 
bedtime reading. All of my 
kids are there listening to 
the story and asking ques-
tions. We spend at least 
30 to 40 minutes reading. 
At the end, we tend to ask 
her what she got out of this 
chapter. It’s a learning en-
vironment not just for her, 
but for my little kids as well. 

“In the future, we plan 
to have other activities like 
having the fifth graders 
make cards for children 
who cannot leave the hos-
pital during the holiday sea-
son. This will last until Nov. 
17. We are thinking about 
creating get-well cards, col-

lecting gift baskets, candy, 
and then sending them to 
the children’s hospital.”

Irving ISD uses the pro-
gram Irving Reads for dif-
ferent literacy initiatives 
across the district. The pro-

gram was 
started in 
2011 by Ir-
ving ISD’s 
p r e v i o u s 
superinten-
dent Dana 
Bedden. 

“It was a 
need in the 
community, 
but many 
of our stu-
dents didn’t 
have access 

to books,” said Patricia Al-
varado, instructional of 
technology and learning 
resources at Irving ISD. 
“We partnered with a cou-
ple of vendors and started 
building home libraries for 
the students. We did this 
for several years, and when 
Dr. Parra came in 2014 he 
wanted to add to it. 

“Just as other people 
identified as runners or 
scrap-bookers, we want our 
students to say I’m a read-
er. We want them to have 
that passion for reading and 
learning. We love teaching 
our students to read, but if 
they don’t like to read then 
we’ve missed something.

Renee Newry, Library 
services and coordinator 
at Irving ISD, said that the 
Three Weeks of Wonder ini-
tiative is to get students and 
parents to read out loud.

“Typically with older 
kids, people tend to think 
they can read by them-
selves,” Newry said. “We 
are still pushing the idea of 
parents, kids, and students 
reading together. We want 
kids to be literate and to 
enjoy reading. This allows 
us to promote the whole 
idea of the freedom to read. 
We want them to know you 
can connect with books and 
there are ideas in books that 
connect with us as readers.”

"Teachers and staff 
will be reading the 

book along with the 
kids and it helps us 
build relationships 

with [the students].”
Pamela Capulong

Townsell Elementary Librarian

Freelance 
Writers Wanted

For more information call
972-870-1992

as the Birth of Bahá'u'lláh 
Day. The festivities contin-
ued with the Bahá'í Youth 
presenting writings of 
Bahá'u'lláh, a performance 
by Diana Rohrback of “One 
God,” and the program 
concluded with a showing 
of the short film, “Light to 
the World,” which offered a 
glimpse of Bahá'u'lláh’s life 
and teachings around the 
world. 

Vice chairman of the lo-
cal spiritual assembly of 
the Bahá'í’s of Irving, Dr. 
Rolando Maddela, was im-
pressed with the task force 
that organized the program.  

“I found the program to 

be really magnificent, be-
cause it brought together 
so many people of different 
races and backgrounds to-
gether in the spirit of uni-
ty,” Dr. Maddela said. “Ev-
erybody came together to 
celebrate one great being, 
Bahá'u'lláh.”

The program was fol-
lowed by a dinner buffet and 
a performance by the New 
Era Mariachi band. During 
dinner, attendees had the 
chance to see the communi-
ty tables showcasing all the 
teachings, literature, and ac-
tivities the Bahá'í’s organize 
in Irving as well as all over 
the country. 

“We wanted to show how 
we are contributing to our 
city,” Shahidi said. “We 
have something for every-
body and wanted people 
from different faiths to see 

we can come together in a 
spirit of love and unity, be-
cause we’re all brothers and 
sisters at the end.”

The Irving Bahá'í Center 
offers community building 
activities throughout Irving 
and the Dallas/Fort Worth 
area to unite communities 
together. They provide vir-
tues classes to teach chil-
dren about spiritual foun-
dations of all faiths, junior 
youth groups, and devotion-
als open to people from dif-
ferent faiths.

“The whole purpose of 
the Bahá'í faith is not to 
change or convert anyone,” 
Mahrooz said. “It’s mainly 
to bring us all together, so 
we can work together in the 
spirit of love and fellowship 
and really change the world 
in that way.”
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Caitie
Hi my name is CAITIE! I Googled my name and it means the most 
amazing girl in the universe. This is the truth. I am an amazing, 
gorgeous, looking 6 year old female (still have alot of life in me). I 
am small with exquisite brown/black fur with a cute fluff around my 
face. I can't wait to find a new forever home. My previous owners 
couldn't take care of me, so I was brought to this beautiful place. 
BUT I miss having loving arms to hold me and a soft bed to sleep 
in. PLEASE come by and meet me and fall in love.

Troy
Hi. I'm Troy. I'm about 2 years old. You might notice from my picture that I'm a hand-
some boy. What you might not notice is my unusual small ears. So it is anyone's 
guess what the mix is. But possibly I have some Shar Pei genes. My former family 
did a great job socializing me; as I'm good with other dogs and have a passion for 
human companionship, including children. I'm looking for a family that will play with 
me, hang out with me, and love me. I know a few commands, including that I'm good 
on a leash. If you are looking for a social loving boy that is in need of a forever home, 
then let's meet.

(972) 870-1992 
joes@ramblernewspapers.netOBITUARIES

DEATH NOTICES

EVENT HALL RENTALS
IRVING ELKS LODGE #2334

2015 N. BRITAIN RD., IRVING, TX 75061
PLEASE CALL (972) 579-0005
FOR MORE INFORMATION.

SEATING FOR UP TO 230 PEOPLE, FULL SERVICE BAR.

W. Arnold Martin, 84, of 
Irving, died at his home 
on October 18, 2017.  He 
was born on November 26, 
1932 in Many, Louisiana 
to James Thomas and Ida 
Elizabeth (Cobb) Martin.  
He earned his Bachelor’s 
Degree from Baylor Uni-
versity.  Arnold married 
Alice Day Hargis on June 
3, 1951 in Shreveport, 
Louisiana.  She preceded 
him in death on September 
29, 2008.  Arnold was a 
member of Plymouth Park 
Baptist Church in Irving.  
He was Vice President of 
Darr/Caterpillar during his 
35-year tenure.  Arnold 
was active in his church 
and his community.  He 
was a church deacon for 
over 40 years, taught Sun-
day School, worked with 
the Boy Scouts, supported 
the IISD’s athletic and ac-
ademic programs, served 
on several board of direc-
tors, and was associated 
with countless business and 
community ventures.  Sur-
vivors include: sons, Karl 
D. Martin and Kevin Dean 

Martin and their families: 
Karen Martin, Kameron 
David Martin, Lindsey 
Martin, Evelyn “Kamille” 
Martin, Kyler Alice Mar-
tin, Mark McGrath; sister-
in-law, Margie Hargis; 12 
nieces and nephews; and 
companion, Frances Kai-
ser; as well as numerous 
other relatives.   A Grave-
side Service was held on 
Friday, October 20, 2017.  
Rev. Bob Harper officiated.  
A Memorial Service was 
held on Friday, October 27th 
at Plymouth Park Baptist 
Church, 1714 North Story 
Road in Irving.   Rev. Ken 
Branam officiated.

W. ARNOLD MARTIN

Canara ‘Cowboy’ Grayson 
Carruth of Irving, Texas, 
passed away on October 
22, 2017, just a month shy 
of his 94th birthday.  He 
was born in Canadian, Tex-
as, the son of Thomas G. 
and Willie Lee Anderson.  
Growing up in the Dust 
Bowl era, he graduated 
from Miami (Texas) High 
School and was the last 
survivor of that graduating 
class.
After serving as a Marine 
on Iwo Jima, Saipan & Ti-
nian, he returned to Miami 
to marry Hallie Vontell Al-
exander on April 28, 1943.  
They resided in Pampa un-
til 1968 when they relocat-
ed to Irving, Texas.  He was 
an extraordinary salesman 
of various products and 
earned the name ‘Cowboy’ 

as clients struggled with 
his real name.  He was an 
active member of the West-
side Church of Christ.
Canara is predeceased by 
his parents, his wife, Hallie 
Vontell  Carruth; his sister, 
Thomasine Handley; and 
two brothers-in-law, Owen 
Handley and John C. Alex-
ander.  He is survived by 
his daughter, Misty Carruth 
of Irving; son, Tom Carruth 
and husband Rob Krueger 
of Altadena, California.  
Grandchildren include Mi-
chael Carruth, serving in 
the Army, Ashley White 
and Roy White of Deca-
tur, and Stephanie Curtiss 
of Dallas.  Three days be-
fore he departed, his eighth 
great grandchild was born.
A memorial service will 
be held on November 1 at 
6PM at the Aria Cremation 
Service & Funeral Home 
in Irving.  To honor Ca-
nara’s love of bright col-
ors, we ask those who are 
attending to wear at least 
one piece of brightly color 
clothing.  The family is rec-
ommending that donations 
in Canara’s honor be made 
to the Disabled American 
Veterans.

CANARA 'COWBOY' GRAYSON CARRUTH

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

Eva Yonnie Guenther – Sept. 6, 1943 – Oct. 21, 2017
Hugh Leonard McRoberts - Oct. 14, 1940 – Oct. 25, 2017
Samuel R. Garcia – April 25, 1963 – Oct. 19, 2017
Zuma Bell Elizabeth Brown – July 21, 1922 – Oct. 19, 2017

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

Betty L. Bennett – April 4, 1923 – Oct. 20, 2017
Wilhelmina Palpal-Latoc – Oct. 6, 1932 – Oct. 23, 2017

Brandenburg Elementary GT teacher Grizelle Larriviel 
received a special visit from the Dallas Stars after being se-
lected as the Future Goals Teacher of the Month. 

Ms. Larriviel was nominated by representatives from 
EVERFI, an education technology company partnering 
with the Stars and National Hockey League (NHL) to pro-
vide digital resources to teach the mathematics and science 
behind sports. This year, the Stars wanted to recognize a lo-
cal teacher leading the way with the NHL’s STEM program, 
Hockey Scholar. Ms. Larriviel’s name rose to the top of the 
list, being the first Irving ISD teacher to implement EVERFI 
courses, such as Hockey Scholar, in the classroom. She and 
co-teacher Irene Sosa were surprised with the announce-
ment, tickets to a Stars’ game and Stars’ gear. 

SOURCE Irving ISD

Brandenburg 
teacher honored 

by Dallas Stars

in Sci-Fi Speed Dating, a 
popular event where indi-
viduals could connect with 
fellow fans in an entirely 
new way. The show also 
introduced a brand-new 
kids’ area for children 12 
and under, as well as sever-
al gaming rooms for board 
games, video games, and 
even old-fashioned Dun-
geons and Dragons tabletop 
gaming. 

In addition to the celeb-
rities and numerous events, 
many people come to the 
show to check out the latest 
comics, toys, and merchan-
dise from both local and na-
tional vendors. Nearly 100 
vendors and 40 artists came 
out to the show to connect 
with their fellow fans. Josh 
C. Lyman, an illustrator 
from Austin, Texas, makes 
his living on the convention 
circuit. Dallas Fan Days has 
been one of his stops for 
the past five years, and one 
of the reasons he keeps re-
turning is because of the 
loyal following his art re-
ceives.

“As odd as it may sound, 
there are a lot of vendors 
out here, but I’m an artist,” 
Lyman said. “For me, it’s 
more about whether peo-
ple come back. Irving is still 
one of those places where 
people do come back to the 
show every year.”

DALLAS FAN 
DAYS
Continued from Page 1

For the second consecutive year, the FFA chapter at Nimitz High School won the 
canned food drive coinciding with Ag Awareness Day at the State Fair of Texas.

Nimitz collected 1,470 canned food items to benefit the North Texas Food Bank. In a 
student-led drive, members of the Irving High School MCJROTC collected 415 canned 
goods and two crates of water for Irving Cares.

SOURCE Irving ISD

Nimitz High School 
helps can hunger

Five MacArthur musi-
cians received positions 
in this year’s Texas Mu-
sic Educators Associa-
tion (TMEA) Region 20 
All-Region Jazz Band. 

As part of the honor, the 
students will work with 
clinicians Jonathan Ada-

MacArthur musicians 
make all-region band

mo and Micah Bell and 
perform with other young 
musicians in a free con-
cert this December. Soph-
omores David Olguin and 
Kevin Smith (2nd Tenor) 
and senior Jacob Worrall 
(Bari Sax) made jazz band 
1 as well as All-Area, put-

ting them one step closer 
to a possible place in the 
All-State band. Soph-
omore Erik Cruz (Bass 
Trombone 1) and senior 
Brian Tafran (2nd Trom-
bone) also made jazz band 
2.

SOURCE Irving ISD
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their infor-
mation on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving 
Rambler will have accurate information. Listings 
are limited to the Organization’s name, meeting 
location and time. If an organization wishes to have 
more information than the free listing offers, we will 
continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Evening Lions Club

1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm
Community Bible Church

2301 Texas Drive
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Hallelujah Pool Players

Every Wed. @ Noon
Heritage Senior Center

200 S Jefferson St., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month 
7:30 to 9 PM

Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
Irving Democrats

Every second Tuesday of month at 7pm
Midori Japanese Restaurant

4020 N. MacArthur Blvd, #120 
Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Every second Tuesday of month at 7:30pm

132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm 
IHOP on Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Chateau on Wildbriar Lake

1515 Hard Rock Road
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS

* It was 20th-century American author and college 
professor David Foster Wallace who made the fol-
lowing sage observation: “There is no such thing as 
not voting: you either vote by voting, or you vote by 
staying home and tacitly doubling the value of some 
diehard’s vote.”

* Those who study such things say that many an-
cient Greeks carried coins in their mouths -- clothing 
of the time lacked pockets, you see. 

* In late 19-century America, parts of New England 
had a rather unusual Halloween tradition. Evidently, 
in many rural communities, boys would celebrate by 
throwing cabbage, corn and other rotten vegetables. 

* If you’re like many wage slaves, as the end of the 
workweek approaches you might find yourself doing 

busywork -- trying to look as if you’re working when, in fact, you’re just 
shuffling papers or otherwise avoiding productivity. Well, there’s a word 
for that: fudgel. Fudgeling may not be an approved workplace activity, 
but it’s undeniably a part of the American workplace. 

* If you look closely at the Mona Lisa, Leonardo da Vinci’s famed mas-
terwork, you might notice that the famously enigmatic subject is entirely 
lacking in eyebrows. 

* It may not come as a surprise that when scorpions mate, it’s a rather 
violent affair. When the act is completed, the female stings her partner 
to death, then eats him.

* In 1993, voters in San Francisco voted on a ballot measure to deter-
mine whether police officer Bob Geary would be allowed to walk his 
neighborhood beat while carrying his ventriloquist’s dummy, known as 
Brendan O’Smarty. The measure passed, and O’Smarty remained on 
the job.  

* It’s been reported that in the Mexican city of Tehuantepec, women 
outnumber men by five to one. 
***
Thought for the Day: “Life is a four-letter word.” -- Lenny Bruce

1. SCIENCE: What is the first element 
on the Periodic Table?
2. MYTHOLOGY: What was the name 
of King Arthur’s sword?
3. ASTRONOMY: Which planet in our 

solar system has the most moons?
4. GEOGRAPHY: Which U.S. state is host to the Mount 
Rushmore National Memorial?
5. CHEMISTRY: What two elements is the alloy bronze usually 
made of?
6. GAMES: In Scrabble, what is the value of the letter Z?
7. U.S. STATES: What is the capital of Hawaii?
8. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: How many time zones are in the 
world?
9. GOVERNMENT: How many electors are in the U.S. Electoral 
College?
10. INVENTIONS: Where was inventor Alexander Graham Bell 
born?

Answers
1. Hydrogen
2. Excalibur
3. Jupiter with at least 67
4. South Dakota
5. Copper and tin
6. 10 points
7. Honolulu
8. More than 24
9. 538
10. Scotland

ANSWER KEY

(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.
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WORSHIP ADS

To list your house of worship 
in the Rambler, please contact 
Joe at  972-870-1992 or  joes@

ramblernewspapers.net

UNITY CHURCH

Unity of Irving
Sunday Morning Services:

9:30 AM Adult Class
11:00 AM Service

& Children’s Church
Reverend Frank Pounders

and Reverend Margaret Pound-
ers

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 
75061

972-253-5083
unitychurchofirving.com

First United Methodist 
Church 

211 W. Third,  75060
972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.

org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

Dr. Jack Wallace, Senior Pastor
Sammy Hargrove, Associate 

Pastor Emeritus

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

First Church of Christ, 
Scientist

2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 
75061

972-253-7202
www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-

1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-

0476
access code 884879

For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 
75061

1st Century Christianity in the 
21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 

p.m.
Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.

972-790-8606 
www.BeltLineChurch.com

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W. Airport Freeway Irving Tx
972-255-4185

www.ppumc.org

UNITED METHODIST

WORSHIP

Sunday Morning 
Worship
8:30 a.m.

Traditional 
Communion Service

Holy Communion every Sunday

9:15 a.m.
Non-Traditional Service

Plymouth Park Praise Band

11:00 a.m.
Traditional Service

Chancel Choir

Dr. William E. La Barr, 
Senior Pastor

Dr. Rusty Hedges, Associate Pastor

We're holding a place for you!

PLYMOUTH PARK 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

1615 W. Airport Freeway, 
Irving, Texas 75062

972-255-4185

For more details go to www.ppumc.org

@RamblerNewspapers

BELLEVUE, WA — Af-
ter a competitive weekend 
of head-to-head Pokémon 
Trading Card Game (TCG) 
battles, Christian Martinez 
joins an elite group of com-
petitors to earn a top spot 
at the 2017/2018 Pokémon 
Regional Championships. 
Held in Daytona Beach, FL 
on Oct. 7 and 8, thousands 
of fans and supporters were 
in attendance as the Irving 
native clinched 3rd place in 
the TCG Senior Division.

Along with the top finish, 
Christian also took home 
a portion of up to $50,000 
in cash prizes, scholarships, 
and merchandise award-
ed at the event as well as 
valuable Championship 
Points that count toward a 
potential invite to the 2018 
Pokémon World Champi-
ons in Nashville, TN next 
summer. Drawing more 
than 850 competitors, the 
Daytona Beach Pokémon 
Regional Championships is 
one of only 15 regional-lev-
el tournaments taking place 
across North America this 
season and is an important 
step for players in an often 
year-long journey to earn an 

Irving Pokemon 
player places 3rd 

at Regionals
invitation to the Pokémon 
World Championships. 

“The Pokémon Regional 
Championships provide a 
great opportunity for play-
ers of all ages to come to-
gether, build friendships, 
and compete in a game they 
are passionate about,” said 
J.C. Smith, senior director 
of Consumer Marketing for 
The Pokémon Company In-
ternational. “Thank you to 
the players for continuing 
to display great sportsman-
ship and competitive spirit 
throughout the tournament, 
and a special congratula-
tions to the top finishers!” 

Each year, the Pokémon 
Organized Play tourna-
ment series draws more 
than 450,000 Pokémon 
players to compete at vari-
ous local league events and 
sanctioned tournaments 
throughout North America. 
Players of all ages and skill 
levels in good standing are 
encouraged to participate 
in Play! Pokémon and the 
hundreds of family-friendly 
events that take place each 
year.
SOURCE The Pokémon Company 

International

By Maria Pokluda
After a beautiful perfor-

mance on the evening of 
Tuesday, Oct. 17, the Cop-
pell High School Varsity 
Marching Band earned 
their 26th Consecutive UIL 
Marching Sweepstakes 
Award. A Marching Sweep-
stakes is the highest award 
given in this UIL competi-
tion and indicates each of 
the three judges gave their 
performance the top score.

“UIL Marching is a stan-
dard across the state, and 
while used solely for rat-
ings and not rankings, the 
regional contests show ac-
countability from programs 
across a period of time,” 
said Brandon Slovak, as-
sistant director of the Cop-
pell High School Marching 
Band. “We are fortunate in 
Coppell to have a program 
that continues to receive 
Superior ratings from all 
judges and has done so for 
26 consecutive years.” 

With marching season 
in full swing, the Coppell 
Marching Band has been 
competing in back to back 

Coppell Varsity Band earns UIL 
Marching Sweepstakes Award

contests and gaining tro-
phies and awards along 
the way. The band recent-
ly marched in the Coppell 
homecoming parade and 
performed their show for 
alumni and the general pub-
lic after the Homecoming 
football game.

The UIL event also 

marked the first time the 
Coppell Band marched in 
competition with their new 
uniforms. 

“These beautiful new 
uniforms are a wonderful 
addition to the image of the 
Coppell Band,” said Mal-
lika Chadaga, an 11th grade 

drum major. “It’s fantastic 
we have a great look that 
matches our great sound.” 

The band will next be 
performing in competition 
at the Bands of America San 
Antonio Contest at the Ala-
modome on Nov. 4.
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•  KEEP BURNING CALORIES FOR UP TO 36 HOURS*

•  COACH-LED GROUP WORKOUTS
•  FOR ALL FITNESS LEVELS

Orangetheory®, OTF® and other Orangetheory® marks are registered trademarks of Ultimate Fitness Group LLC. ©Copyright 2017 Ultimate Fitness Group LLC and/or its affiliates.  
First-time visitors and local residents only. Certain restrictions apply. *Visit orangetheoryfitness.com/termsofuse for additional information.

FIND OUT MORE AT ORANGETHEORYFITNESS.COM

CALL 214.716.0554  
JOIN NOW – ENJOY SPECIAL PRE-OPENING MEMBERSHIP RATES

 THE WORLD’S BEST
 ONE-HOUR WORKOUT

IS COMING!
Sign up today and save. As a founding member, you get a special 
pre-opening membership rate. Plus, your low rate is locked in for as 
long as you’re a member. But this rate only lasts until the doors open, 
so don’t delay.

Irving teen a runner up in national competition
Clifton Jackson, 17, of Ir-

ving and his business CWC 
Pliers was a runner up in the 
NFTE National Youth En-
trepreneurship Challenge 
presented by the Citi Foun-
dation in New York City.

Clifton has personal ex-
perience working as an 
electrician’s apprentice. On 
the job he discovered it is 
often unwise and unsafe to 
reach for and change tools 
halfway through a project. 
He found himself wish-
ing there was one tool that 
could function in all of the 
ways he needed. And so, he 
invented it. CWC Pliers is a 

versatile, lightweight 3-in-1 
tool developed specifically 
for electricians. 

Not only is it cost-effi-
cient, but it helps decrease 
job-completion time and 
increases work-place safety 
by reducing the number of 
times one has to reach for 
and replace a tool in a tool-
belt. 

“I also plan on supporting 
schools with electrical class-
es so it will help influence 
students to know the impor-
tance of safe work,” Clifton 
said. “This business could 
be an actual life-changer by 
helping me become some-

thing more than what ev-
eryone thought I would turn 
out to be.” Clifton plans to 
attend college where he 
would like to study business 
and accounting.

On Oct. 12 in New York 
City, Jasmine Adams from 
Charleston, SC won the 
2017 NFTE National Youth 
Entrepreneurship Chal-
lenge, presented by the Citi 
Foundation, and runners 
up were Clifton Jackson, 17, 
from Irving, and Nathanael 
Wheadon, 18, for his busi-
ness Fudged UP! Nathanael 
is a student at St. Charles 
Community College, from 

St. Peters, MO.
Clifton rose to the runner 

up position at NFTE’s Na-
tional Challenge that start-
ed with over 17,000 NFTE 
students across the nation 
who created business plans 
with hundreds moving on 
to regional competitions. 
The top three young entre-
preneurs demonstrated the 
entrepreneurial mindset 
as they presented and de-
fended their business plans 
before a distinguished panel 
of judges while competing 
for funds to help grow their 
businesses and advance 
their education and careers. 

“Today was such an in-
spiration to me. Each and 
every young entrepreneur 
who competed today – and 
every NFTE student – 
shows me that developing 
an entrepreneurial mindset 
has the power to set on a 
path to unlimited success.” 
said Shawn Osborne, CEO 
of NFTE. “NFTE’s goal is to 
activate the entrepreneurial 
mindset of the next gen-
eration and by doing that 
change individual lives for 
the better, improve com-
munities and help create 
a strong economy. Today 
proved to me that this is 
possible. These young peo-
ple are our future and we 
are in good hands.”

NFTE’s Entrepreneur-
ship Pathway program pre-
pares students in under-re-
sourced communities for 
long-term academic and 
economic success in the 
21st Century innovation 
economy, by activating their 
entrepreneurial mindset 
and teaching startup skills. 
NFTE students perform 
better in school, enroll in 
and complete higher educa-
tion at increased rates, and 
outpace national averages 

in employment, business 
startup, and income.

“If you’re looking for a 
glimpse into where the fu-
ture of work is headed, look 
no further than the NFTE 
National Challenge,” said 
Brandee McHale, Presi-
dent of the Citi Foundation. 
“These budding entrepre-
neurs—full of confidence, 
ingenuity, and talent—make 
up the next generation of 
business, civic, and cultural 
leaders. That should excite 
anyone dedicated to invest-
ing today in the world we 
want to live in tomorrow. 
NFTE’s impactful program-
ming is helping young peo-
ple build the networks and 
skills that employers are 
looking for—from prob-
lem-solving to communica-
tions to adaptability.”

The grand prize winner, 
Jasmine Adams, who par-
ticipated in NFTE through 
a program partner, YEScar-
olina, was one of 41 regional 

NFTE competition winners 
from across the country to 
battle it out for the top prize 
of $10,000 in startup cap-
ital. Jasmine won the top 
spot for her business plan 
for Smudgies, reusable fab-
ric cloths that can remove 
makeup without the addi-
tion of water. 

Judging the final round 
of the National Challenge 
were Paul Appelbaum, 
Co-Founder, GrubHub 
Seamless, Early Stage In-
vestor and Advisor; Jason 
Feifer, Editor-in-Chief, 
Entrepreneur Magazine; 
Courtney Hall, Managing 
Director, Hillcrest Venture 
Partners; Angela Ivana, 
Founder, CosmoSafe and 
NFTE Class of 2006; John 
Froese, Head of Program 
and Partner Management, 
Citi FinTech. The Master 
of Ceremonies was Lau-
ren Maillian, Speaker and 
Best-Selling Author.

SOURCE Citi Foundation


