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By Ariel Graham
Matthew Holm, author 

and illustrator of the pop-
ular “Babymouse” graphic 
novels, visited Irving on 
Monday, Nov. 6.

The “Babymouse” series 
starts the titular Babymouse 
and describes her day-to-
day adventures as an el-
ementary school student 
in a graphic novel format. 
The first book in the series 
“Babymouse: Queen of the 
World,” has sold over 1.8 
million copies, and today, 
the series features 20 dif-
ferent books starring Baby-
mouse. Holm also works 

By Alan Fleck
After a delay of nearly a 

month because date con-
flicts, the Irving Park and 
Recreation’s Corporate 
Spelling Bee took place at 
the Irving Arts Center on 
Monday, Oct.30. All partic-
ipants received word lists 
containing all of the words 
used in the bee to help them 
prepare in advance for the 
competition. But some con-
testants were still worried.

“I have horrible memo-
ries of a spelling bee I was in 
at Lively School in the fifth 
grade, where I misspelled 
the word ‘tongue’,” said 
Teddy Story, an Irving AM-
BUS team contestant, but 
she still participated.

Three-person teams com-
peted in the bee, including 
the Irving AMBUCS, Frisky 
Foxy Jewels, Friends of the 

A college promise is really a commitment to education. 
Especially when it’s made by the Dallas County Community 
College District (DCCCD) and university partners to stu-
dents who need college skills and credentials to build ca-
reers, find jobs that pay a living wage and drive a growing 
North Texas economy.

That’s why the Dallas County Promise is so important. 
DCCCD’s promise to students is this: free tuition with op-
tions for transfer scholarships through the University of 

Irving ISD, in partnership 
with the City of Irving and 
North Lake College, held a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony to 
celebrate the newly reno-
vated natatorium at North 
Lake College. 

The event showcased the 
$7 million in renovations 
to the facility, which was 
built in 1985, and celebrat-
ed a partnership between 
Irving ISD, the city of Ir-
ving and North Lake Col-
lege. The 50-meter indoor 
swimming facility is open 
for year-round classes and 
swimming activities for 
the Irving community. It is 

Free college tuition for
local high school seniors

North Texas at Dallas. Southern Methodist University will 
partner with Dallas County Promise to select students for 
transfer scholarships to support future leaders of Dallas 
County. Additional university partners will join the Dallas 
County Promise team as well. The promise starts with 31 
area high schools in 2018 and will expand to other Dallas 
County schools in subsequent years.

“Guided by the vision of the DCCCD Foundation, with the 
support of our trustees, and supported by the engagement 

of our community as well as several area universities, I am 
proud to announce the Dallas County Promise,” Dr. Joe 
May, DCCCD’s chancellor said. “We know that the great-
est barrier to college completion is cost. With the support 
of our partners, we will create more affordable pathways 
to college completion, which also will align with the needs 
of the North Texas workforce. It’s a game-changer for stu-
dents, businesses and the communities we serve that will 
transform lives.”

The first group of Promise high schools will graduate stu-
dents in spring 2018. Leading up to that point, high school 
seniors at those schools must complete these steps in order North Lake College

natatorium reopens

operated and managed by 
the City of Irving for joint 
use by the city and Irving 
ISD. The ribbon cutting fea-
tured a warm greeting from 
Thomas Haley Elementary 

School students as well as 
performances by master 
swimmers from Pirouettes 
of Texas. Refreshments 
were prepared and served 

by students in the national 
award-winning hospitali-
ty and culinary program at 
Singley Academy.

SOURCE Irving ISD

Spelling Bee 
raises funds for 

youngsters
Irving Public Library, Irving 
Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce, Irving Public Li-
brary, Irving Parks and Rec-
reation, Irving Police and 
Fire Blue Christmas, Ms. 
Mature Irving Golden Girls, 
Irving Miracle League, and 
Porter’s Army Navy Military 
Vets.

Before the competition 
started, everyone was treat-
ed to lunch by In-n-Out 
Burger.

Former Irving City Coun-
cil member and consul-
tant Sharon Barbosa-Crain 
served as moderator for the 
second year in a row.

“The first time I was word 
announcer, we ran out of 
words during the competi-
tion, and I had to get a small 
dictionary I keep in my car, 

“Babymouse” author Matthew Holm 
visits library, Irving Arts Center

on another graphic novel 
series, “Squish” about an 
anthropomorphic amoeba 
boy and his misadventures.

Holm works on both se-
ries with his sister, Jennifer 
L. Holm, and he explained 
to a crowd of young readers 
at the East Branch Library it 
was Jennifer who originally 
came up with the idea for 
Babymouse. 

“The thing about Baby-
mouse is, Jenni had the 
idea,” Holm said. “She was 
sitting by herself one day in 
her kitchen. She had been 
out having a hard day at 
work, and she was all cranky 
because it was ‘one of those 
days.’ Suddenly, the image 
of this cranky little mouse 
popped into her head. She 
said, ‘Huh. There might be 
something there for a story, 
but I need someone to help 

me out with it,’ because 
Jenni didn’t really know 
how to draw. She needed 
someone to draw the com-
ic book, somebody who’d 
been drawing comics for 
years, somebody maybe like 
one of her younger brothers 
who she could boss around 
and tell what to do. Some-
body like me.”

Holm added the char-
acter of Babymouse came 
about partially because of 
his sister’s desire to see 
more female heroes in com-
ic books. 

“We had Batman, Super-
man, Spider Man, even Plas-
tic Man, but what do you 
notice about all of them?” 
Holm asked the crowd. 
“They’re all men! [Jenni] 
was always complaining to 
me and always wishing that 
somebody would make a 

cool, girl comic book char-
acter that she could get into, 
somebody like Babymouse.”

Holm said one of the un-
intended side effects from 

Demonstrating his technique, Matthew Holm speaks to youngsters about 
creating graphic novels.  /Photo by Ariel Graham
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•  BURN 500+ CALORIES IN 60 MINUTES*

•  KEEP BURNING CALORIES FOR UP TO 36 HOURS*

•  COACH-LED GROUP WORKOUTS
•  FOR ALL FITNESS LEVELS

Orangetheory®, OTF® and other Orangetheory® marks are registered trademarks of Ultimate Fitness Group LLC. ©Copyright 2017 Ultimate Fitness Group LLC and/or its affiliates.  
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FIND OUT MORE AT ORANGETHEORYFITNESS.COM

CALL 214.716.0554  
JOIN NOW – ENJOY SPECIAL PRE-OPENING MEMBERSHIP RATES

 THE WORLD’S BEST
 ONE-HOUR WORKOUT

IS COMING!
Sign up today and save. As a founding member, you get a special 
pre-opening membership rate. Plus, your low rate is locked in for as 
long as you’re a member. But this rate only lasts until the doors open, 
so don’t delay.

By Alan Fleck
The Irving Parks and Rec-

reation Department hosted 
the 15th annual Poochfest 
event at the Irving Heritage 
Senior Center on Saturday 
morning, Oct.28. Although 

Dogs and their humans enjoy Poochfest
the cold weather kept atten-
dance down initially, by the 
time the Poochfest compe-
tition was ready to start, a 
number of spectators and 
their dogs arrived. 

“The event is to allow peo-

ple to socialize their dogs 
with other dogs, and for dog 
people to meet other dog 
people,” Ann Gillespie of Ir-
ving Parks and Recreation 
said.

Several pet-focused 

groups attended, including 
Texas Coalition for Animal 
Protection, which provided 
vaccinations at a reduced 
rate. There were also pet-ori-
ented vendors, offering ser-
vices such as nail clipping, 
pet grooming, and pet sit-
ting. In addition, contests 
and drawings were held. 

Poochfest’s competitive 
events included Best Tail 
Wagger, Best Talent, Best 
Costume, Owner Dog Look 
Alike, and Best of Show. In 
addition, several raffle draw-
ings were held for gift bas-
kets.

Winners for Owner Dog 
Look Alike were Melissa 
Moreno and her dog, Har-
ley, both of whom sported a 
Harley-Davidson motorcy-
cle theme.

Joanne Hoffmann and 
her dog Misty, who were last 
minute Poochfest entrants, 
won for the most awards. 
Misty won third place for 
best costume, first place for 
talent, and best in show. 
Among several of Misty’s tal-
ents was the ability to con-
tinuously present the correct 
(left or right) paw when re-
quested. Meanwhile, Hoff-
mann was winner of a raffle 
for a gift certificate donated 
by a local veterinarian. 

“I am glad we decided 
to come to this morning’s 
Poochfest at the last min-
ute,” Hoffmann said.

Irving canine police of-

ficer Ray Carmack and his 
dog ‘Kai’ attended and kept 
a close eye on the surround-
ings and the attendees. 

“I always knew I would 
be a police officer since my 

dad was a police officer for 
24 years, but I did not know 
I would be a canine officer,” 
said Carmack, who’s been a 
canine officer for 14 years.
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2017 Annual
Irving Super Lunch

Together . . . We Can!!

Spec ia l  Guest  Speaker

Jerry Jones
Tuesd ay,  December  12 ,  2017

11: 0 0 a m -  1:30  pm
I r v i n g  C o n v e n t i o n  C e n t e r

www.muradauctions.net/superlunch2017

BABYMOUSE
Continued from Page 1

Salon Saturday at Ratteree 
November 11, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Get your hair cut for $5 or a pedi-
cure for $10 – among other services 
– at Salon Saturday at Ratteree Ca-
reer Development Center (2121 S. 
MacArthur Blvd., Irving, TX 75060). 
Students in Irving ISD’s cosmetol-
ogy program offer a wide range of 
hair, nail and skin services to the 
public at incredibly reasonable 
prices. Services are performed by 
students supervised by a licensed 
instructor in a professional salon 
setting. Student operators are not 
allowed to receive payment for ser-
vices, however, tipping is permitted. 
For a full list of services, visit www.
irvingisd.net/cosmetology. To make 
an appointment, call 972-600-4829 
or 972-600-4806.

Unite for Troops
Veterans Day Celebration
November 11, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Enjoy music, food, games, commu-
nity booths, military vehicles, crafts 
and more at Porter’s Army and 
Navy, 600 E. Irving Blvd. In addition, 
the American Red Cross will be 
on-site to receive blood donations. 
Parking is limited, a shuttle service 
from Heritage Senior Center, 200 
S. Jefferson St. will be available. 
Care package donations of new 
items in original packaging will be 
accepted at the event. This year’s 
wish list includes: new children’s 
books (books are recorded on 
DVD by troops overseas then 
sent to their families), micro USB 
cords, nonbreakable Christmas 
ornaments, toiletries, batteries, beef 
jerky, candy (no chocolate), coffee/
filters, ear plugs, eye drops, power 
bars, handwritten thank-you letters, 
mixed nuts and playing cards. 

“Red River War”
November 12, 2:15 pm
No one can tell a story quite like 
Rose-Mary Rumbley. Historian, 
author, story teller and actress, Dr. 
Rumbley will be the guest speaker 
for a program sponsored by the 
Irving Heritage Society and the 
Irving Public Library at the South 
Library, 601 Schulze Drive. 
The Red River Bridge Controversy 
between Texas and Oklahoma, 
sometimes called the “Red River 
War” occurred in July 1931 over 
the opening of a newly completed 
free bridge, built jointly by the 
two states, across the Red River 
between Denison, Texas and Du-
rant, Oklahoma. The 1931 conflict 
between Texas and Oklahoma had 
lasting consequences. 
The public is invited to attend. 
Refreshments will be served. A brief 
business meeting by the Heritage 
Society will take place at 2pm, and 

the program will follow immediate-
ly. Free parking.

Irving Schools Foundation
Legacy Gala 
November 17, 6:30 p.m.
The Irving Schools Foundation 
is hosting the 7th annual Legacy 
Gala at the Four Seasons Resort 
and Club (4150 N. MacArthur 
Boulevard, Irving, TX 75038). 
Registration and silent auction are 
at 6:30 p.m., and the program be-
gins at 7:45 p.m. The Legacy Gala 
supports the Foundation’s scholar-
ship and educational programs for 
district teachers and students. 

The Allan Conner Show!
November 17, 7:30 pm
Come see Allan, Becky, Larry and 
their seven piece band, in a rare 
DFW appearance premiering a 
new show unlike anything they 
have ever done before! TWO BIG 
SHOWS at the state of the art, 
750 seat, Carpenter Theater at 
the Irving Arts Center-3333 North 
MacArthur Blvd, Irving, TX 75062
For ticket info: www.entertain-

mentseries.com, Box Office: 972-
252-2787

DART Through Art
Dallas Area Rapid Transit (DART) is 
accepting individual entries through 
February in the 2018 Annual Stu-
dent Art Contest for all North Texas 
students with the theme “Oh, The 
Places DART Goes.”
Kindergarten through 12th grade 
students will compete for a $1,000 
grand prize and the opportunity 
to have their artwork featured on 
DART buses and inside trains. 
Other prizes will be awarded to 
first place winners and runners-up 
in different grade-level categories. 
All winners’ artwork will be exhibited 
at the Dallas Museum of Art (DMA). 
DART will host a reception in the 
spring for contest winners and 
their families along with community 
partners. Get additional information 
at DART.org/artcontest or by con-
tacting Jessica Lennon, Manager 
of Community/Education Outreach 
at jlennon@dart.org or 214-749-
2582.

Emma’s House is a 501c3 Non-Profit organization located in South Irving for teens and young people 
with special needs, such as Down Syndrome, Intellectual Disabilites and Autism. Emma’s House provides 

after school, no school and summer camp programs for these young people.

Holiday Bake Sale
for Emma’s House

Sponsored by the Irving Elks Lodge and Joe’s Coffee Shop

At Joe’s Coffee Shop on Saturday, Nov. 19 from 9 AM to 3 PM
Come on out and get some sweet treats for your Thanksgiving Day dessert.
Donations for the bale sale are needed and much appreciated!

working on “Babymouse,” 
and part of what’s made the 
experience so rewarding, is 
hearing all of the stories of 
fans who learned to read, 
thanks to Babymouse. 

“We just really wanted to 
make fun comics for kids to 
read,” Holm said. “We didn’t 
think about kids who were 
having reading difficulties 
might use these as tools to 
help them read better. We’ve 
heard so many stories from 
kids or their parents who are 
like, ‘Babymouse’ is the book 
that got my daughter or son 
to read,’ or, ‘They were re-
luctant to move past picture 
books, and this really kick 
started them, and they start-
ed reading more and more.’”

Holm’s visit was held in 
conjunction with the Irving 
Arts Center’s latest exhibit: 
“BAM! It’s a Picture Book: 
The Art Behind Graphic 
Novels.” The exhibit, which 
kicked off in September, fea-
tures some of Holm’s work 
from “Babymouse,” along 
with works from graphic 
novelists Mark Crilley, Lin-
coln Pierce, Raina Telgemei-
er, and Jarrett Krosoczka. 
Holm visited the Irving Arts 
Center on Monday, follow-
ing his stop the East Branch 
Library, where he spoke to 
another crowd of fans and 
was on hand to sign and sell 
books.

Upon seeing his work on 
display in the exhibit, Holm 
said he was both honored 
and a bit weirded out. 

“It’s kind of strange, espe-
cially because I do so much 

By Ariel Graham
Winter is not coming to 

Dallas/Fort Worth quite yet, 
but the Texas Department of 
Transportation (TxDOT) is 
preparing for what the sea-
son may bring.

TxDOT Dallas and Fort 
Worth Districts provided 
a demonstration of their 
winter preparedness plan 
at the Dallas County Train-
ing Facility in Cedar Hill on 
Wednesday, Nov. 1. During 
the event, TxDOT demon-
strated several of its de-ic-
ing vehicles as well as the 
process behind making the 
brine used for de-icing road-
ways. The TxDOT Dallas dis-
trict has 185 vehicles, includ-
ing dump trucks, pick-up 
sanders and liquid de-icers, 
as well as 350 employees 
who, in the event of winter 
weather, can work around 
the clock to help keep the 
roadways clear. The Fort 
Worth District has about 
140 vehicles and 227 staff 

TxDOT prepares for potentially harsh winter weather
members.

The National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administra-
tion (NOAA)’s U.S. Winter 
Outlook for this year pre-
dicts below average precip-
itation and drier conditions 
across the South. However, 
that prediction does not nec-
essarily mean Dallas or Fort 
Worth will be free of severe 
winter weather. In the event 
winter weather comes to 
DFW, Val Lopez, public in-
formation officer for TxDOT 
Fort Worth District, said Tx-
DOT will be prepared.

“We’re demonstrating our 
readiness for winter weath-
er and the events it brings,” 
Lopez said. “Ahead of the 
winter season, we restock 
our materials, we train our 
personnel, and calibrate our 
equipment. This event was 
to demonstrate our pre-
paredness and the products 
we use in case winter weath-
er does roll in.” 

Lopez explained in antic-

ipation of a winter weath-
er event TxDOT will often 
pre-treat the major roads 
and overpasses with brine, 
a saline solution that helps 
to not only melt ice, but also 
discourages ice from stick-
ing to the roadways. 

“The brine can start work-
ing immediately, but what 
we like to do is spray it up 
to four or five days before 

a [winter weather] event,” 
Lopez said. “It’ll dry to the 
roadway. It will stay there, 
and when the rain, snow or 
sleet comes down, it will ac-
tually dilute and lower the 
freezing temperature of the 
water and prevent ice from 
forming on those bridges 
and overpasses.”

TxDOT puts the majority 
of their focus on clearing and 

pre-treating the bridges and 
overpasses first.

“When winter weather 
does hit North Texas, our 
primary focus is going to be 
the bridges, overpasses, and 
interchanges,” Lopez said. 
“Those are the structures 
most vulnerable to icing 
over. They don’t have the 
benefit of being insulated 
by the ground. We focus on 

those structures, make sure 
they’re treated, and monitor 
them as the weather contin-
ues.” 

Dallas County alone has 
over 4,000 bridges and 
overpasses. Once those 
bridges are treated, TxDOT 
then moves on to treat the 

of my work digitally, I don’t 
have ‘finished’ artwork, like 
someone who paints for a 
picture book traditionally 
would, where the finished 
painting they turn in is ex-
actly what shows up in the 
book,” Holm said. “The stuff 
in the Irving Arts Center is a 
little bit more of my process, 
so you’ll see my early sketch-
es, my middle sketches, and 
then you’ll see the finished 
work, too. It’s a little bizarre 
for me to think about it being 
in a museum.”

For any young readers 
who want to be graphic nov-
elists themselves and maybe 
one day have their work on 
display too, Holm offered 
some advice. 

“I think the best advice is 
to just read as many books 
as you can,” Holm said. 
“Whether you’re going to 
be a writer or an illustra-
tor, you need to understand 
how stories work and get to 
know the feeling for how a 
story is going to function, 
inside and out, so that you’re 
not thinking about that part 
consciously. You can just 
think about, ‘What would 
be a funny thing to happen 
here?’ or ‘How do I draw this 
in the best way?’ You already 
know the format of a com-
ic, or you know the format 
of how chapter books work, 
and so you’re just doing your 
own version of that.”

The “BAM! It’s a Picture 
Book” exhibit will be on 
display in the lobby of the 
Dupree Theater at the Irving 
Arts Center until Jan. 28.

See WINTER WEATHER
Page 8
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EVENT HALL RENTALS
IRVING ELKS LODGE #2334

2015 N. BRITAIN RD., IRVING, TX 75061
PLEASE CALL (972) 579-0005
FOR MORE INFORMATION.

SEATING FOR UP TO 230 PEOPLE, FULL SERVICE BAR.

Stanley
What's up? I'm Stanley, and I'm about 1 ½ years old. I was rescued from another 
shelter. Are you up for a sweet, ready to romp challenge? They say I'm a pointer mix. 
I definitely have the high energy of a pointer, and I'm a happy, playful boy. I like toys. 
I like water. I like to run and play. Oh, and did I say that I love everyone? I do love 
everyone, but have not yet learned the art of playing gently. Therefore, a home without 
small children would be better for me. A yard with room to run and play is high on my 
list. Come on over, and let's meet.

Callie
Hi my name is CALLIE!!! I am an adorable small brown/beige 
spayed female. My human Mom lost her home so she brought 
me to this beautiful shelter. I am very scared and miss being in 
a home. When you come by my cage I will probably be under my 
blankets. But I promise you if you call my name I will come out of 
hiding and rub against your hand. I know when you take me to 
your loving home I will warm up and become a purrfect pet. I look 
forward to seeing you soon.

to be eligible for the pro-
gram:

sign a “Promise Pledge” 
by Jan. 31, 2018; 

complete an Apply TX or 
DCCCD admissions appli-
cation and submit FAFSA/
TASFA forms, listing their 
DCCCD college of choice, by 
March 15, 2018; 

enroll at a DCCCD college 
and complete registration 
by July 31, 2018; and

maintain a 2.0 GPA and 
complete at least 18 credit 
hours each academic year to 
continue to receive tuition 
benefits.

The Dallas County Prom-
ise is a scholarship offered 
by the Dallas County Com-
munity College District 
Foundation; it’s an expan-
sion of the existing Rising 
Star scholarship program. 
All students who are se-
niors at participating Dallas 
County high schools who 
meet the Promise deadlines 
will receive sufficient fund-
ing to pay the full cost of 
tuition for up to three years 
or degree completion at any 
DCCCD college. 

Promise Scholars will 
benefit from college success 
mentors and also will be 
able to receive a Rising Star 
scholarship which covers 
the cost of books if they have 
a high school GPA of 2.5 or 
higher and meet income re-
quirements.

The University of North 
Texas at Dallas was the first 
university which promised 
to match the tuition-free 
guarantee for Dallas County 
students who attend partici-
pating high schools. 

“The problem of college 
completion in Dallas County 
is just too big for any one in-
stitution to address alone,” 
Bob Mong, president of 
UNT Dallas, said. “This has 
to be a community effort.”

“The Dallas County 
Promise program is a great 
opportunity that will pro-
vide college access to more 
students,” said Dr. Michael 
Hinojosa, superintendent 
for the Dallas Independent 
School District. “The cost 
of college can be a deciding 
factor in whether or not stu-
dents attend college. This 
program helps to remove 
that barrier and ensures 
our students are even more 
prepared to join the ranks 
of an educated, well-trained 
workforce.”

The Dallas County Prom-
ise proposes to reduce the 
gap in both skills and cre-
dentials which creates a tale 
of two cities in the region: 
a growing economy with a 

rising poverty rate. Dallas 
is one of the fastest-grow-
ing economic regions in the 
country. However, only 27 
percent of all high school 
graduates currently are 
earning two- or four-year 
degrees within six years of 
their high school comple-
tion. 

The Dallas County Prom-
ise proposes to help a sub-
stantially higher number of 
students complete college, 
which gives them a greater 
number of economic op-
portunities that require a 
post-secondary credential. 
The Georgetown Center on 
Education and the Work-
force has reported 99 per-
cent of all new jobs created 
since the 2008 recession 
require some college after 
high school graduation.

“The DCCCD Foundation 
wanted to build on the suc-
cess of the Rising Star schol-
arship by focusing on help-
ing more students complete 
college who are prepared for 
the workforce,” said Dr. Py-
eper Wilkins, chief advance-
ment officer and executive 
director of the foundation. 
“With the support of the 
Boston Consulting Group, 
McKinsey and Company, 
and the Commit partner-

By Sara Coello
The Dallas Performing 

and Visual Arts College Fair 
presented by the National 
Association for College Ad-
mission Counseling attract-
ed students from around 
the DFW area to the Ir-
ving Convention Center on 
Wednesday, Oct. 18.

According to event man-
ager Sandy Vasquez, 86 
schools and 336 students 
preregistered for the event. 
A couple schools chose not 
to attend because of the af-
termath of Hurricane Har-
vey, however, around 100 
additional students attend-
ed the fair.

Larry Eppard attended 
the fair with his son, Jack, a 
senior at DFW Performing 
Arts Conservatory in Dallas. 
Interested in performing on 
Broadway, Jack transferred 
to the conservatory after at-
tending Bishop Lynch High 
School for two years.

“It wasn’t until halfway 
through freshman year of 
high school, where [Jack] 
said, ‘Dad, [theater] is what 
I really want to do,’” Lar-
ry said. “We’ve been play-

ship, we were able to devel-
op a Promise strategy which 
is modeled after the success 
of the Tennessee Promise.”

The first 31 high schools 
in Cohort 1 of the Dallas 
County Promise form the 
initial group for the pro-
gram’s launch. Campuses 
invited to participate are 
either TEA-approved 2017-
2018 early college high 
schools co-sponsored by a 
DCCCD college, or they are 
co-sponsors with a DCCCD 
college for a collegiate acad-
emy which produced gradu-
ates with a degree from one 
of DCCCD’s seven colleges 
by spring 2017.

“We have committed our 
district and our resources 
to do this work with area 
school districts, universities 
and businesses in our com-
munities,” May said. “We 
take the state’s 60X30TX 
goal seriously. The Dallas 
County Promise is our an-
swer to that plan, ensuring 
that 60 percent of all Texans 
have a college credential by 
2030.”

For details about the Dal-
las County Promise, visit 
www.dallascountypromise.
org .

SOURCE Dallas County Commu-
nity College District

Students explore options during college fair
ing a little bit of a catch-up 
game. There are eighth 
graders here. I’m like, ‘had 
we known in eighth grade, 
maybe we would [have been 
here then].’”

Jack will be Larry’s third 
child to attend college, but 
the first to study a non-
STEM subject. 

“We’re just trying to find 
the best fit for him, because 
he could care less about 
math,” Larry said. “We’re 
trying to give him a good 
flavor of the choices.”

One key factor for the 
family is finding a school 
with a healthy LGBTQ com-
munity and accepting stu-
dent body.

“It’s bad enough being 
in high school,” Larry said. 
“We want to find a college 
that’s LGBT-friendly. We 
want to find a place where 
he feels comfortable. That’s 
really what it’s all about, but 
that’s probably true for all 
kids.” 

Finding the right fit for 
Jack is of even greater im-
portance, Larry said, since 
it’s difficult for some schools 
to transfer credits between 

performing arts programs.
“Tonight that’s the thing 

I heard that kind of reso-
nated the most,” Larry said. 
“Pick the one you’re most 
comfortable with, not the 
one that gives you the best 
scholarship and not the one 
that’s quote-unquote most 
prestigious.”

Charlotte Blakeburn is 
a representative for Liver-
pool Institute for Perform-
ing Arts (LIPA) in England. 
She said the students in 
Dallas expressed particular 
interests in studying in for-
eign countries, as well as a 
high-level of background in 
stage and costume design 
relative to students she has 
spoken to in other areas.

“They seem more en-
gaged and outward-think-
ing,” Blakeburn said. “They 
seem to have a lot of diverse 
interests.”

Skyline High School, a 
magnet school known for 
career development, sent 
students to the convention 
center in a bus. Students in-
terested in everything from 
performing arts to graphic 
design took advantage of 

the opportunity.
Aaron Vasquez, a senior 

interested in music, spent 
the evening exploring the 
booths at the fair, but has 
his heart set on University 
of North Texas’ College of 
Music. Though he knows 
what he is looking for in a 
school, and where he ex-
pects to find it, he says the 

fair was eye-opening.
Classmate April Cal-

vo came to the fair for the 
second time, as she’s been 
researching colleges. She 
says she’s most interested in 
studying animation at Co-
lumbia College Hollywood, 
but carried a large bag of 
pamphlets and freebies 
which prove she is not box-

ing herself in just yet.
Fellow junior Erika Pinal 

is still deciding on a major, 
but has specific things she 
would like in a school in-
cluding the chance to study 
in Japan.

“Just go,” Pinal advised 
her friends. “Find your pas-
sions; explore your hori-
zons.”

AP drawing student Nan-
cy Reyes is helping deck the 
halls of the state Capitol this 
holiday season. The Sin-
gley Academy senior was 
selected by Representative 
Matt Rinaldi of District 115 
to create a Christmas or-

Artist decorates state capitol

With construction re-
suming on the Las Colinas 
Area’s Personal Transit 
System (APT), service will 
again be provided by DART 
shuttle buses, this time for 
an estimated five weeks be-
ginning Monday, Nov. 13. 
As during the initial shut-
down earlier this year, bus-

Construction to close down 
APT service effective Nov. 13

es will serve the Orange 
Line’s Las Colinas Urban 
Center Station and op-
erate in a counter-clock-
wise loop over Lake Car-
olyn Parkway, Riverside, 
Las Colinas Boulevard 
and O’Connor Boulevard. 
Hours of operation will 
be 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

on weekdays. Frequen-
cy will be approximately 
15-20 minutes. The shut-
tle, like the APT, will re-
main free to customers. 

SOURCE DART

Parents and teens explore possibilities for the future during the Dallas Performing and Visual Arts College Fair. 
/Photo by Sara Coello

nament for display in the 
House Chamber. 

Annually, House mem-
bers are invited to choose a 
constituent to design a glass 
ornament that artistically 
represents their respective 
district. Nancy’s creation 

landed in Austin to be 
prepped in time for its 
premiere on a stunning 
23-foot native Christmas 
tree. This spirited tradi-
tion is open for public 
viewing Nov. 29 through 
the New Year.

SOURCE Irving ISD
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DEATH NOTICES

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

Joan Carroll Sharp Feb. 24, 1942 – Nov. 01, 2017
John Franklin York September 25, 1928 – November 2, 2017 
Chris David O’Rear October 19, 1970 – November 3, 2017 
Leon Paul Kelley Dec. 19, 1930 – Nov. 4, 2017
James “Outlaw” Wells 2/7/1965 – 11/2/2017

in 2014 and has owned and 
operated Murphy’s Music in 
Irving, since 1969.  He lived 
in Irving prior to moving 
to Wills Point in 1983.  He 
enjoyed many years as a 
professional musician.  He 
also enjoyed riding his 
motorcycle, playing golf 
and traveling.  Vincent was a 
member of St. Luke Catholic 
Church in Wills Point.
Preceded in death by his 
parents, Thomas and Annie 
Murphy; wife, Carol Sue 
Murphy on January 14, 2015 
and four brothers, Thomas 
P. Murphy, Joey Murphy, 
Marty Murphy and Johnny 
Murphy.
He is survived by two sons, 
Vincent “Buzzy” Murphy, 
Jr. & wife, Lori, of Flower 
Mound and Michael Patrick 
Murphy & wife, Charlene, 
of Flower Mound; daughter, 
Kelly Murphy-Ward & 
husband, Michael Patrick, 
of Arlington; sister, Mary 
Anne Pottkotter, of Cooper; 
sister-in-law, Joyce Murphy, 
of Irving; ten grandchildern, 
Delta  Murphy,  Gracie 
Murphy,  Cal l ie  Mida, 
Christin Murphy, Catheryn 
Murphy, Jeff Peiser, Kara 
Peiser, Kaylen Carson, Sara 
Carson and Chad Carson and 
one great-granddaughter, 
Lily Peiser.

Memorial  services for 
Vincent DePaul Murphy, 
Sr., 77, of Wills Point were 
on Tuesday, November 7, 
2017, at St. Luke Catholic 
Church in Wills Point 
with Rev. Patrick Fenton 
officiating.  Services are 
under the direction of Allan 
Fuller Funeral Home in 
Wills Point.
He passed away Wednesday 
morning, November 1, 
2017, near Terrell, due to a 
car accident.  
Vincent was born December 
24, 1939, in Dallas, Texas, 
the son of  Thomas P. 
Murphy and Annie Talty 
Murphy.  He was raised in 
Oak Cliff and graduated 
from W. H. Adamson High 
School.  On January 17, 
1959, he married Carol 
Sue Crossland in Dallas.  
Vincent owned and operated 
Murphy’s Sand & Gravel for 
twenty-five years, retiring 

Vincent DePaul Murphy, Sr.

Hill. He is survived by sister 
Sandye Hill, brother Rocky 
Hil l ,  nephews Daniel , 
Andrew & Doug Hill, niece 
Debbie Patak, numerous 
great nephews/nieces, and 
many beloved friends.
A Celebration of Life 
was held at Donnelly’s 
Colonial Funeral Home on 
November 6th.  Pastor Ken 
Parlin officiated.  Interment 
is scheduled for Tuesday, 
November 14, 2017 at 2:00 
p.m. at Dallas-Fort Worth 
National Cemetery, 2000 
Mountain Creek Parkway, 
Dallas, TX 75211.
In lieu of flowers, please 
consider a donation to 
the Irving Symphonic 
Band, Dallas Theological 
Seminary, SIM International, 
or a charity of your choice.

James Michael Hill, 71, 
long time resident of Irving 
went to be with the Lord on 
November 1, 2017.
James aka Mike was born 
in Bryan, Tx to James Ross 
Hill and Marian Eleanor 
Walworth Hill on May 8, 
1946. He was a graduate 
of Irving High School 
and proud member of the 
Tiger Band. Mike obtained 
a Bachelor ’s degree in 
accounting in 1968 from 
the University of Texas at 
Arlington. Mere months 
after graduation, Mike 
was called upon to serve 
our country by the U.S. 
Army. He proudly served 
during the Vietnam Era from 
1968-1970.  Upon his return 
from service, Mike entered 
the private sector as an 
accountant for the next 30+ 
years. As a music lover he 
played Clarinet at UTA and 
was a founding member of 
the Irving Symphonic Band. 
He followed in his family’s 
legacy with a love of sports 
and became a long-time 
coach in the Irving Girls 
Softball League. Mike is a 
long-time member of Irving 
Bible Church.
Mike is preceded in death 
by his parents Jim & Marian 
Hill and his brother Tommy 

James Michael Hill

Lloyd Wright, 72, formerly 
of Irving, passed away Nov 
1.
He was a 1963 graduate of 
Irving High School and 
was in the Tiger Band. He is 
survived by sisters, Shirley 
Poche & Ann Haynes. 
He was predeceased by 
parents, Sid and Marguerite 
Wright and brother, Jim 
Wright.

Lloyd Wright

CLASSIFIEDS
EMPLOYMENT

FOR SALE

New York Air Brake LLC seeks Software Eng. IV for Irving, TX to 
develop, create, and modify computer applications software.  BS in 
Software or Computer Eng. + 5 YOE or MS in Software or Computer 
Eng. + 2 YOE.  Apply:  HR, 5201 Regent Blvd., Ste. 301, Irving, TX 
75063.

2 burial plots @ Restland in Woodland area valued @ 26000 sell for 
12000 call 9038949620

DENTON (UNT), Texas 
— Four students at Univer-
sity of North Texas’ Texas 
Academy of Mathematics 
and Science are among 101 
high school students in the 
nation named regional fi-
nalists in the 2017 Siemens 
Competition in Math, Sci-
ence and Technology. 

TAMS tied with Thomas 
Jefferson High School for 
Science and Technology 
in Alexandria, Virginia, in 
having the most regional 
semifinalists in the nation. 
In addition, 15 TAMS stu-
dents were named regional 
semifinalists in this year’s 
competition, with TAMS 
having the second largest 
number of semifinalists.

Established in 1999 by 
the Siemens Foundation, 
the Siemens Competition is 
one of the nation’s premier 
research competitions for 
high school-aged students, 
promoting excellence in 
math, science and technol-
ogy. Students may enter 
either individual or team 
research projects.

The four regional semifi-
nalists from TAMS are:

Abhishek Mohan of Ir-
ving, who worked in the 
laboratory of Mohammed 
Omary, UNT professor 
of physics, on “Identifi-
cation of a Polymeric Sil-
ver(I)-Based Protein Coro-
na-Based Biointerface for 
Versatile Delivery of Tar-
geted Nanotherapeutics in 
Vitro.”

Sahil Patel of Irving and 
Steven Sun of Katy, who 
both worked in the labo-
ratory of Carlos Ordonez, 
UNT professor of physics, 
on “Design and Simulation 
of a Novel Concentric Cone 
Antihydrogen Gravity.”

David Yue of Plano, who 
worked with John Ferraris, 
professor of chemistry at 
the University of Texas 
at Dallas, on “Innovative 
High-Performance Poly-
mer-Blended Mixed-Matrix 
Membranes (PB-MMMs) 
with Heterogenous Triadic 
Compatibilizers — Small 
Organic Molecules, Metal 
Organic Frameworks, and 
Carbon Nanotubes — for 
Effective Gas Separation.”

The TAMS regional fi-
nalists will each receive a 
$1,000 scholarship. They 

TAMS students named regional finalists in competition
will present their research 
projects, via the Internet 
and webcam, before a panel 
of judges Nov. 11. The judg-
es will select an individual 
winner to receive $3,000 
and a team winner to re-
ceive $6,000 that will be 
split among all team mem-
bers. Regional winners will 
be announced Nov. 13.

The regional winners 
will advance to the nation-
al competition, which will 
be held Dec. 4-5 at George 
Washington University in 
Washington D.C. Nation-
al finalists are guaranteed 
a scholarship of at least 
$25,000, with the sec-
ond-place individual and 
team winners receiving 
$50,000 and the first-place 
individual and team win-
ners receiving $100,000.

The TAMS semifinalists 
for the 2017 Siemens com-
petition, the titles of their 
research projects and the 
researchers at UNT and at 
other institutions who di-
rected them in their projects 
are:

Soummitra Anand of 
Frisco, Aditya More of Cop-
pell and Akshat Sharma of 
Irving  — “Identification 
and Characterization of 
Novel Genes Linked to In-
flammation-Driven Lung 
Tumorigenesis in M. mus-
culus via a Tested, Light-
weight RNA-Sequencing 
Aligner” with Rajeev Azad, 
UNT associate professor of 
biological sciences.

Maya Duffy of Austin and 
Matthew Li of Katy — “Fast 
and Accurate P-value Esti-
mation by Fitting a Density 
Adaptive Distribution for 
Improved Computation-
al Efficiency” with Xuexia 
(Helen) Wang, UNT associ-
ate professor of mathemat-
ics.

Emma Ingram of San 
Marcos — “A Novel Algo-
rithm for Enhancing the 
Naïve Bayes Spam Filter 
through Text Modifica-
tion Detection” with Wuxu 
Peng, professor of comput-
er science at Texas State 
University.

Jeffrey Li of Frisco — 
“Synthesis and Character-
ization of a Novel Lithium 
Germanium Phosphate 
(LAGP) Solid-State Elec-
trolyte” with Jincheng Du, 

UNT professor of materials 
science and engineering.

Yuqing Liu of Sugar Land 
— “Novel Investigation into 
the Effects of Time-Medi-
ated Addition of Titanium 
Dioxide Nanoparticles on 
the Differentiation and Pro-
liferation of Human Den-
tal Pulp Stem Cells” with 
Miriam Rafailovich, Distin-
guished Professor of mate-
rials science and chemical 
engineering at Stony Brook 
University.

Aditya Paul of Plano — 
“Shark: Algorithm and 
Cryptanalysis of a Novel 
NLFSR-Based Stream Ci-
pher” with Patricia Kite, bi-
ology teacher at Jasper High 
School in Plano.

William Qian of Frisco 

and Michael Shen of Pla-
no — “A Nonstochastic 
Agent-based Approach to 
Modeling Viral Outbreaks 
Induced by University Con-
tact Networks” with Armin 
Mikler, UNT professor of 
computer science and engi-
neering.

Victor Song of Frisco — 
“A Novel Class of Accurate 
Statistical Methods for Clas-
sifying Circulating Tumor 
DNA” with Bruce Beutler, 
director of the Center for the 
Genetics of Host Defense 
at the University of Texas 
Southwestern Medical Cen-
ter.  

Katherine Xiong of Plano 
— “A Spatial and Climatic 
Simulation Model of Zika 
Virus Transmission Dy-

namics” with Armin Mikler.
Linda Yu of Houston — 

“Topological Characteristics 
of Graph Similarity” with 
Timothy Chase, lecturer in 
mathematics at Texas State 
University.

Sarah Zou of Sugar Land 

— “Self-Activated Pecan 
Shell for Supercapacitor 
Application” with Sheldon 
Shi, UNT professor of me-
chanical and energy engi-
neering.

SOURCE UNT’s Texas Academy 
of Mathematics and Science

Irving ISD is home to sev-
eral winners of the Irving 
Public Library’s 2017 True 
Grit Essay Contest. 

Fourth grader Mikayla 
King took first place in the 
fourth and fifth-grade cat-
egory, notably the only Ir-
ving ISD student to place at 
the elementary level. 

MacArthur High School 
students swept the high 
school category as follows:

First place – Rafael Diaz
Second place – Aliza Ask-

ery

Writing contest 
winners honored

Third place – Elizabeth 
Beyene

In the adult category, 
Travis Middle School liter-
ary specialist Vanessa Vega 
won first place, and Singley 
Academy English teacher 
Mark Zeske, second. This 
year’s contest was inspired 
by the library’s community 
read selection, True Grit by 
Charles Portis. The library 
and Irving Arts Center rec-
ognized contest winners 
at an awards ceremony on 
Oct. 26.

SOURCE Irving ISD
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their infor-
mation on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving 
Rambler will have accurate information. Listings 
are limited to the Organization’s name, meeting 
location and time. If an organization wishes to have 
more information than the free listing offers, we will 
continue to offer other advertising opportunities.
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American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Evening Lions Club

1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm
Community Bible Church

2301 Texas Drive
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Hallelujah Pool Players

Every Wed. @ Noon
Heritage Senior Center

200 S Jefferson St., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month 
7:30 to 9 PM

Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
Irving Democrats

Every second Tuesday of month at 7pm
Midori Japanese Restaurant

4020 N. MacArthur Blvd, #120 
Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Every second Tuesday of month at 7:30pm

132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm 
IHOP on Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Chateau on Wildbriar Lake

1515 Hard Rock Road
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS

* It was Rose Bird, the first female chief justice of the 
California Supreme Court, who made the following 
sage observation: “We have probed the earth, exca-
vated it, burned it, ripped things from it, buried things 
in it, chopped down its forests, leveled its hills, mud-
died its waters, and dirtied its air. That does not fit 
my definition of a good tenant. If we were here on a 
month-to-month basis, we would have been evicted 
long ago.”

* Have you ever heard of an “oreo” cow? It’s officially 
known as the Belted Galloway, a breed of cattle that 
originated in Scotland. A typical specimen is black 
with a broad white band around its middle. 

* You might be surprised to learn that London Bridge has never actually 
fallen down. The bridge has had several iterations since the first one 
was built in 1170; wooden buildings constructed on the bridges have 
burned down, and some of the bridges have been torn down, but none 
has ever fallen of its own accord. 

* The paintings of Dutch master Rembrandt are so detailed that modern 
specialists were able to diagnose a basal cell carcinoma -- a kind of skin 
cancer -- by examining a portrait of the artist’s mother. 

* The Guinness Book of World Records (now known simply as Guin-
ness World Records) has earned a spot in its own roster: It is officially 
the best-selling copyrighted book of all time, with sales of more than 100 
million copies in 100 different countries and 37 languages. 

* According to ancient Chinese philosopher Confucius, an ideal meal is 
made up of one-fourth meat and three-fourths vegetables. 
***
Thought for the Day: “The central function of imaginative literature is to 
make you realize that other people act on moral convictions different 
from your own.” -- William Empson

1. MEDICAL: What is a more common 
name for hypobaropathy?
2. MYTHOLOGY: What area of life did 
the Greek goddess Hygeia preside 
over?

3. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who was president when Vice President 
Alben Barkley was in office?
4. PSYCHOLOGY: What are people who suffer from 
ophidiophobia afraid of?
5. MUSIC: What was the stage name of the 1950s rocker who 
was born Charles Hardin Holley?
6. GEOGRAPHY: What is generally considered the worldÕs 
longest river?
7. MONEY: What is the basic currency of Argentina?
8. MOVIES: What is the name of the royal lemur in the animated 
movie ÒMadagascarÓ?
9. LITERATURE: Who was the author of ÒThe Blind Assassin,Ó 
which won the Man Booker Prize in 2000?
10. ANATOMY: About how many times does the average person 
blink in a minute?

Answers
1. Altitude sickness
2. Goddess of health
3. Harry Truman
4. Snakes
5. Buddy Holly
6. The Amazon River, at 4,300 
miles
7. The peso
8. King Julien
9. Margaret Atwood
10. 15-20 times

ANSWER KEY

(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.
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WORSHIP ADS

To list your house of worship 
in the Rambler, please contact 

972-870-1992 or  
tricias@ramblernewspapers.net

UNITY CHURCH

Unity of Irving
Sunday Morning Services:

9:30 AM Adult Class
11:00 AM Service

& Children’s Church
Reverend Frank Pounders

and Reverend Margaret 
Pounders

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 
75061

972-253-5083
unitychurchofirving.com

First United Methodist 
Church 

211 W. Third,  75060
972-253-3531   

www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

Dr. Jack Wallace, Senior Pastor
Sammy Hargrove, Associate 

Pastor Emeritus

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

First Church of Christ, 
Scientist

2250 W Pioneer Dr., 
Irving, 75061
972-253-7202

www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room 

Mon-Sat 10am-1pm
Dial in to services: 

857-232-0476
access code 884879

For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ
1202 N. Belt Line Rd., 

Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 

21st Century
Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.

Sunday Worship 
10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.
972-790-8606 

www.BeltLineChurch.com

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W. Airport Freeway Irving Tx
972-255-4185

www.ppumc.org

UNITED METHODIST

WORSHIP

Sunday Morning 
Worship
8:30 a.m.

Traditional 
Communion Service

Holy Communion every Sunday

9:15 a.m.
Non-Traditional Service

Plymouth Park Praise Band

11:00 a.m.
Traditional Service

Chancel Choir

Dr. William E. La Barr, 
Senior Pastor

Dr. Rusty Hedges, Associate Pastor

We're holding a place for you!

PLYMOUTH PARK 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

1615 W. Airport Freeway, 
Irving, Texas 75062

972-255-4185

For more details go to www.ppumc.org

Subscribe 
to the  

Rambler
(972) 870-1992

SPELLING BEE
Continued from Page 1

As the bee continued, 
various teams misspelled 
words and were knocked 
out. In Round 7, the Irving 
Police Department Team 
was eliminated by leaving 
the letter ‘d’ out of the word 
subordinate. Friends of the 
Library were knocked out 
by misspelling the word 
‘loveliest.’ Irving Parks and 
Rec were out after misspell-
ing ‘ambient.’ 

Ultimately, Frisky Foxy 
Jewels and Irving Public 
Library were the final two 
remaining teams. Frisky 
Foxy Jewels had lots of fans 
cheering them on. 

Final words determining 
the winner included: iras-
cible, albumin, semaphore, 
and malfeasance.  

Irving Public Library ul-
timately prevailed and won 
the competition with Frisky 
Foxy Jewels finishing sec-
ond.

“The Spelling Bee was lots 
of fun and raised money for 
two good organizations,” 
said Anna Walther, a mem-
ber of the Friends of Irving 
Public Library team.  

Proceeds from the Spell-
ing Bee entry fees and in-
dividual letter sponsors will 
benefit the Friends of the Ir-
ving Library and the Irving 
Miracle League.

“We are helping others by 
raising funds for therapeu-
tic and enhanced reading 
services,” Director of Irving 
Parks and Recreation De-
partment Ray Cerda said.

An estimated $7,500 was 
raised via pledges, cash do-
nations, and in-kind ser-
vices.

“The Miracle League pro-
vides baseball opportunities 
for special needs kids, re-
gardless of age,” Vicki Yaney 
of Irving Miracle League 
said. “The City of Irving 
built the Joe Taylor field in 
Irving for them.”

The field, which is at Cot-
tonwood Park on North Sto-
ry Road, opened in 2009.

member misspelled a word, 
the entire team was out of 
the competition. This meant 
other team members might 
never have an opportunity 
to spell a word if the first 
team member misspelled 
a word. This scenario hap-
pened several times during 
the early rounds of the bee.

so the competition could 
finish,” Barbosa-Crain said. 
“This time we should have 
plenty of words.” 

As announcer, she pro-
vided the definition for each 
word and used it in a sen-
tence.

During the preliminary 
rounds of the bee, if a team 

Thirty minutes a week can 
change a child’s life forever. 
That’s the message relayed 
by organizers of School 
Works, a faith-based coali-
tion in Irving, at a luncheon 
held at Singley Academy. 

The event provided at-
tendees an overview of the 

Impact of 30 minutes together
district and outlined ways 
to become involved in Ir-
ving ISD schools, whether 
s as a reading buddy at the 
elementary level, lunch 
buddy at middle school or 
mentoring a high school 
student. During the lun-

cheon, Singley Academy 
sophomore Yasmine Lopez 
shared the powerful impact 
of this program on her life. 

“I’m really thankful for 
this program because it 
changed my whole mind-

set,” Yasmine said, as she 
referenced the struggles of 
her family. “[School Works 
mentors] helped me under-
stand something positive is 
coming my way. This [pro-
gram] helped me a lot, and 

it’s going to help so many 
kids that are going through 
similar things. They’re 
counting on y’all.” 

For more information, 
visit www.schoolworksd-
fw.org.

SOURCE Irving ISD

Students of Davis Ele-
mentary School are already 
getting into the holiday 
spirit. 

After holding a jeans 
day fundraiser, the Bruins 

Davis collects for a cause
raised $300 for the annu-
al Blue Christmas dona-
tion drive. A joint venture 
between the Irving Police 
and Fire departments, Blue 
Christmas collects toys 

and food for local families 
during the holiday season. 
Students and staff gathered 
to present their heartfelt 
donation to members of the 
force.

SOURCE Irving ISD

BRAVE SOULS: Members of the corporate community relieve their school days' trauma during a spelling 
bee, which raised funds for charitable local causes. /Photo by Alan Fleck
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Visit our other locations

425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor
For take out call 972-253-7335

Hours: Mon - Fri 5:30 am - 3:30 pm Sat - Sun 7 am - 3:30 pm

Happy 
Thanksgiving, 
with grateful 
thanks to you 
from Joe’s

We will not be open on Thanksgiving Day

WATAUGA
5912 Denton Hwy.

Metro 817-498-7079

MANSFIELD
310 Mitchell Rd.

Metro 817-477-3383

LOVE YOUR 
smile

Do you want to remove 
white spots and stains 

from your teeth?
Ask us about microabrasion. 

Call for a free consultation!

Dr. Vanessa  
Williams

2820 North O’Connor
Irving, TX 75062

972-594-4888
www.mydfwdentist.com

ive your smile the TLC it deserves. 
We offer a full range of general and 

cosmetic dentistry including wisdom teeth 
extractions, dental implants, dentures, and 
microabrasion. We have extended hours. Call 
us for an early or late appointment.

G

Follow us on 
Facebook

www.facebook.com/
mydfwdentist

rest of the major roadways 
in DFW.

In addition to pre-treat-
ing the roads with brine, Tx-
DOT also has a large stock 
of granular de-icers, either 
sodium chloride or magne-
sium chloride, which can be 
used directly on icy roads. 

“This is one more tool in 
our toolbox,” Lopez said. 
“We have the brine. We also 
have salt-based de-icers and 
a combination of salt and 
sand we call ‘chet.’ These 
are all tools we can use, 
depending on the circum-
stances, and the brine is just 
one more tool.”

But even with all the prep 
work TxDOT does, there 
are still many Texas driv-
ers who are unfamiliar with 
how to handle icy roads. For 
those drivers who choose to 
brave the ice, TxDOT rec-
ommends they drive slow-

ly, stay tuned in to highway 
conditions on the radio, and 
make certain they have a 
survival kit already assem-
bled and prepared in case 
they get stranded or delayed 
for a long period of time. 
However, Lopez said the 
safest course of action is to 
stay off the roads entirely, if 
possible, until the weather 
subsides. 

“The best advice I can of-
fer is if you can delay your 
travels, then do so,” Lopez 
said. “Our typical weather 
event lasts anywhere from 
36 to 48 hours. If [motor-
ists] can wait it out, that’s 
the best advice they can fol-
low. However, if they have 
to travel, they need to give 
themselves plenty of time to 
get to their destination and 
give themselves plenty of 
space between their car and 
the car in front of them.”

If you drive or walk by 
Wyche Park on Pioneer 
Drive, you may notice a new 
addition: 28 beautiful trees, 
planted by Calvary Church’s 
“Loving Our City” group, as-
sisted by North Lake College 
Service Learning Students 
in a project coordinated by 
Keep Irving Beautiful (KIB). 

On Saturday, Nov. 4, the 
18 volunteers gave 72 hours 
of service in planting bur 
oak, bald cypress, cedar 

KIB teams with Calvary 
volunteers to plant trees

elm and crape myrtle trees. 
Volunteers were first in-
structed by members of the 
City of Irving Parks Depart-
ment staff in preparing the 
tree roots, proper depth for 
planting, and staking tech-
niques before they began 
to plant. Irving Community 
Television Network (ICTN) 
had a crew on site to inter-
view volunteers and capture 
the action. The project was 
made possible by a gener-

ous donation from longtime 
KIB sponsor Verizon.

“Since Irving started the 
process of becoming a Tree 
City USA ten years ago, we 
have really seen an increase 
in awareness of the impor-
tance of trees in our com-
munity,” KIB Board Mem-
ber Chuck Kirk said. “KIB 
has been a part of many 
planting projects with vol-
unteers from many differ-
ent organizations. This one 

is a great example of what 
makes KIB work. We have a 
corporate sponsor, Verizon, 
who donated the money 
to purchase the trees were 
planted by members of Cal-
vary Church, with the help 
of our North Lake Service 
Learning students. We also 
acknowledge the great work 
that the Parks staff does to 
make these planting events 
successful.”

SOURCE Keep Irving Beautiful

COLLEGE STATION 
– Does your dog need a 
change of scenery? Consid-
er taking Fido to the dog 
park, where he or she can 
play, exercise, and socialize 
with other dogs and people. 
These activities can benefit 
your dog both physically 
and mentally.

But that doesn’t mean 
Fido should be free to roam 
the park without your su-
pervision.

Kit Darling, infection 
control coordinator at the 
Texas A&M College of Vet-
erinary Medicine & Bio-
medical Sciences, offered 
a few tips to keep your pet 
safe at the dog park.

“You should watch your 
dog at the park, and don’t 
be distracted,” Darling said. 
“Pay close attention to the 
dogs and their body lan-
guage. Interrupt play if nec-
essary to calm their behav-
ior, and remove your dog if 

Dog park etiquette makes for happy romp
it is afraid or being bullied 
by others. In addition, it 
can be helpful to leave toys 
at home to avoid your pet 
from guarding their toys.”

How do you know when 
to break up a play-date? 
Darling said any play that 
seems questionable should 
be stopped because it could 
lead to a fight. Questionable 
behaviors include stalking, 
possessiveness over a toy 
(such as aggressive tug-of-
war), and wrestling, if more 
than two dogs are involved 
or if one dog is always on 
the bottom. Aggressive be-
havior, such as neck biting, 
excessive barking, pinning 
another dog down, and 
snapping at other dogs are 
inappropriate for the dog 
park and should be stopped 
immediately.

Other safety concerns for 
the dog park include the 
spread of infectious disease 
and parasites. Darling said 

it is important for dogs go-
ing to parks to be on med-
ications that prevent heart-
worms, fleas, and intestinal 
parasites. Dogs should also 
be up-to-date on their vacci-
nations, so it is best to leave 
puppies at home until they 
have all their shots. If you 
plan on visiting the dog park 
often, ask your veterinarian 
about Bordetella and lepto-
spirosis vaccines.

“It is advisable for dogs 
that have contact with oth-
er dogs to be vaccinated 
for Bordetella, commonly 
known as kennel cough, a 
contagious respiratory dis-

ease,” Darling said. “In ad-
dition, consider vaccinating 
for the leptospira bacteria, 
which can be exposed to 
your dog in ponds with stag-
nant water or by contami-
nated urine from wildlife.”

If you and your pet are 
looking for a new adventure, 
you may find one at the dog 
park. But before you grab 
your leash and head out the 
door, make sure your pet’s 
health is protected and you 
are ready to supervise your 
pet.

SOURCE College of Veterinary 
Medicine & Biomedical Sciences, 

Texas A&M University.

Purchasing a used vehi-
cle and later learning it has 
been flood damaged can be 
very problematic and lead 
to costly issues down the 
road. Worst yet, these ve-
hicles can be unhealthy to 
occupy because of mold and 
bacteria growing in the car-
pet and ventilation system. 
It is important for those 
considering the purchase of 
a used vehicle to check for 
signs of water intrusion or 
contamination.

Take the sniff test. Close 
all the windows and doors 
and let the car sit. Then 
crack open a door and sniff. 
Mildew and mold have very 
distinctive smells and it 
doesn’t take long for that 
smell to present itself. 

Try the touch test. Get 
some paper towels and 
press them against the low 
spots in the carpet. The 
paper towels will draw the 
moisture out and reveal if 
the carpet is wet under the 

Check used vehicles 
for flood damage

surface. If the paper towel 
becomes wet it could mean 
water has gotten into the 
car. 

Investigate the interior. 
Look under the seats and 
dash for corrosion and rust. 
Exposed metal that is un-
treated and rusted as well as 
mud and debris in places it 
does not belong, are signs of 
water infiltration. 

Inspect the instrument 
panel. Turn on the key and 
perform a bulb test. Make 
sure every bulb lights up 
and has no active faults.  

Take it to a professional. 
A professional technician 
can raise the car and look 
underneath to see if there 
is any mud, sticks or rocks 
in the suspension as well as 
check the oil in the differen-
tials to make sure they con-
tain no water. 

Taking these steps can 
help you identify any issues 
and give you piece of mind. 

SOURCE Car Care Council


