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SERVED WITH HONOR: A veteran uses a unique tool to cut a piece of 
cake during Unite for Troops . /Photo by John Starkey
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By Alan Fleck
Unlike other Veteran’s 

Day celebrations, the Unite 
for Troops event staged in 
downtown Irving on Satur-
day, Nov.11, honored veter-
ans by collecting and pack-
ing supplies for Forward 
Operating Bases (FOB) in 
Kuwait, Kandahar, and oth-
er hard post locations. Orga-
nizers asked guests to bring 
supplies, pack the supply 

By Tricia Sims 
Author and entrepreneur, 

Saidmurod Davlatov, spoke 
to the homeless at the Many 
Helping Hands Homeless 
Ministry in Irving on Thurs-
day, Oct. 26. Davlatov him-
self was once homeless and 
now has a mission in life to 
help others succeed.  

Through an interpreter, 
Davlatov spoke about his 
journey from being home-
less to now being a mul-
timillionaire. After high 
school Davlatov moved to 
Russia and did manual la-

By Tricia Sims
Members of the Irving 

community came together 
to make children’s dreams 
come true on Thursday, 
Nov. 9. About 200 volun-

Community shows support through Unite for Troops
boxes, and write notes to 
the troops to be included in 
the packages.

“Veterans Day has always 
got the short shrift,” said 
Kevin Kasky, a veteran and 
master of ceremonies. “Peo-
ple should never give short 
shrift to Veterans Day. Care 
packages are appreciated 
regardless of where they 
come from.”

Steve and Cindy Porter, 

owners of Porter’s Army 
and Navy store on Irving 
Boulevard, put their heart 
and soul into running Unite 
for Troops. Cindy Porter 
said the first event took 
place two days after 9/11.

“Many people gave mon-
ey to the Red Cross follow-
ing 9/11, but we wanted to 
do something more,” Cindy 
said. “At first, socks were 
collected and driven to Ft. 

Hood for shipment to Iraq. 
Then, basic supplies were 
collected and provided to 
Ronald McDonald houses 
for returning wounded sol-
diers.” 

Eventually, the effort in-
volved shipping supplies 
directly to USOs and then 
FOBs. For the last 16 years, 
Airborne Angel Cadets of 
Texas have been involved in 
shipping supplies directly to 
front line troops.  

Everyone in the commu-
nity is encouraged to bring 
supplies, which are then 
packed in post office boxes, 
and transported to a ware-
house in Farmers Branch. 
Those supplies are then di-
vided up, repacked and sent 
to chaplains and other per-
sonnel at various front line 
locations by the cadets. 

“The supplies that are 
collected are the tools but 
not the purpose,” Cindy 
said. “During World War 
II, necessary equipment 
for the war was built and 
provided by the population 
back home. For Vietnam, 
the population at home was 

not as involved in producing 
the necessary supplies and 
equipment like they were 
for WWII, and thus lost 
that personal connection to 
helping the soldiers. Due to 
this lack of involvement, the 
trust and involvement of the 
home population with the 

soldiers was lost. Collecting 
and sending these packages 
attempts to recover some of 
that personal connection.

“It means a lot to receive 
stuff from home,” she said. 
“It’s important to let them 

Imaginations fueled 
by new playground

teers from The Salvation 
Army, Boys and Girls Club 
of Irving, Target and Ka-
BOOM! worked to build a 
new playground.

“Target wanted to build 
a playground in the Dallas 
Fort Worth area, and The 
Salvation Army and the 
Boys and Girls Club had 
applied, so it was a perfect 
match,” KaBOOM! proj-
ect manager Cristina Perez 
said.

Perez came to Irving to 
brainstorm with the kids 
about what they wanted the 
playground to look like.

“I came into the scene 
about two months ago for 
‘Design Day’ where the 
kids drew their dream play-
ground,” Perez said. “We 
talked to the kids. Their 
drawings were used to de-
sign the playground we 
are building today. It is a 
unique playground, unique 
to the kids here at The Sal-
vation Army and Boys and 
Girls Club of Irving. It is re-
ally awesome.” 

According to Major Stan 
Carr, the old playground 
was unsafe for the children.

“To be honest with you, 
we couldn’t have the kids on 
it,” Carr said. “There were 
pieces sticking out, so we 
have been trying to figure 

out how to fix that.”
The new playground 

would not be possible with-
out the partnership of Tar-
get and KaBOOM!.

“It is not an inexpensive 
venture,” Carr said. “We 
were told about KaBOOM! 
and we did a little research. 
Then Target came along 
and made it possible from a 
financial stand point.”

The process of building 
the playground began with 
an 8:30 am. kick-off and 
ended with the ribbon cut-
ting in the afternoon.

“This morning when we 
started, there was nothing 
here just the border,” Perez 
said. “The teams started to 
build all the equipment, and 
then we installed. There are 
still a few pieces that have 
to be installed. But at this 
point, most of it has been 
installed and we are pour-
ing the concert and mulch 
over it.” 

This is KaBOOM!’s 
3,010th playground to be 
built and Perez’s 23 play-
ground to lead.

“I really enjoy traveling 
around and working with 
different communities,” 
Perez said. “Getting to see 

Entrepreneur encourages 
homeless to take control 

bor to save up money for 
school.

“I entered three different 
universities but I couldn’t 
study. I didn’t have mon-
ey to study,” Davlatov said. 
“Then I went to Russia, so 
I could make some money 
for my education. In Rus-
sia, I lived six months on 
the streets. In that time, I 
realized what it meant to be 
homeless.”

One day Davlatov had a 
realization that changed his 
life and put him on the path 
to success.

“When you become 
homeless, the only thing 
you have is your hope,” 
Davlatov said. “Then you 
have to start doing what you 
know how to do. It’s very 
important to understand 
how you want to live from 
that point on. I was work-
ing for a half a year doing 
manual labor, and I realized 
I could not change my life 
by doing that. I realized if I 
continued doing what I was 
doing I would stay there the 

EYE ON TARGET: Jose Garcia impresses youngsters with his paint ball skills  . /Photo by John Starkey

PREPARING FOR PLAY: Community members come together to construct a playground for the children of The 
Salvation Army, and Boys and Girls Club. /Photo by Tricia Sims
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Celebrating veterans Bob Romano, John Danish, Sharon Barbosa-Crain, Rick Stofer, and Joe Watson, share thier stories 
during Veterans Day. /Photo by Tina Marquez

1First-time visitors and local residents only. Certain restrictions apply. $28 minimum value. At participating studios only. See studio for details. Orangetheory®, OTF® and other Orangetheory® 
marks are registered trademarks of Ultimate Fitness Group LLC. © Copyright 2016 Ultimate Fitness Group LLC and/or its affiliates. 2Including the afterburn. Individual results may vary. 3Based 

on intensity level, participants can burn an expected average of 15-20% more calories above their standard resting calorie burn.

OTF Las Colinas | 7640 N. MacArthur Blvd., Suite 5 | Irving, TX 75063 | 214.716.0554

•  BURN 500+ CALORIES IN 60 MINUTES*

•  KEEP BURNING CALORIES FOR UP TO 36 HOURS*

•  COACH-LED GROUP WORKOUTS
•  FOR ALL FITNESS LEVELS

Orangetheory®, OTF® and other Orangetheory® marks are registered trademarks of Ultimate Fitness Group LLC. ©Copyright 2017 Ultimate Fitness Group LLC and/or its affiliates.  
First-time visitors and local residents only. Certain restrictions apply. *Visit orangetheoryfitness.com/termsofuse for additional information.

FIND OUT MORE AT ORANGETHEORYFITNESS.COM

CALL 214.716.0554  
JOIN NOW – ENJOY SPECIAL PRE-OPENING MEMBERSHIP RATES

 THE WORLD’S BEST
 ONE-HOUR WORKOUT

IS COMING!
Sign up today and save. As a founding member, you get a special 
pre-opening membership rate. Plus, your low rate is locked in for as 
long as you’re a member. But this rate only lasts until the doors open, 
so don’t delay.

LOVE YOUR 
smile

Do you want to remove 
white spots and stains 

from your teeth?
Ask us about microabrasion. 

Call for a free consultation!

Dr. Vanessa  
Williams

2820 North O’Connor
Irving, TX 75062

972-594-4888
www.mydfwdentist.com

ive your smile the TLC it deserves. 
We offer a full range of general and 

cosmetic dentistry including wisdom teeth 
extractions, dental implants, dentures, and 
microabrasion. We have extended hours. Call 
us for an early or late appointment.

G

Follow us on 
Facebook

www.facebook.com/
mydfwdentist

By Tina Marquez
The Irving Veterans Day 

program presented by the 
Irving Veterans Memorial 
Park Committee commemo-
rated the United States Ma-
rine Corps’ 242nd birthday 
as well as celebrating all the 
branches of the military in-
cluding the U.S. Army, U.S. 
Air Force, U.S. Navy, U.S. 
Marines, the Coast Guard, 
and the Merchant Marines.

The program hosted on 
Friday, Nov. 10, included 
the Irving Fire Department 
Honor Guard presenting the 
Color Guard, and musical 
performances by the MacAr-
thur High School Jazz Band 
under the direction of Darrin 
Duff.  

“My husband, Ken, who’s 
on the Veterans Board, was 
in the Marines and my fa-
ther was in the Marines,” 
Karen Boozer said. “I have 
other family members who 
were in the service. [Veter-
ans Day] makes me feel very 
thankful for men and wom-
en who step up and serve in 
our service to protect us and 
to serve others around the 
world. I’m very thankful for 
my family who has served, 
and I have some [family] 
who are serving now. One is 
a girl, I’m quite proud of her. 
She’s a commander at Car-
swell. She’s flown overseas 
in Iraq. Those are the things 
I reflect on, because they’re 
sacrifices t we made as a 

Irving celebrates veterans through program
family, and I just wish other 
people understood what vet-
erans do and why they do it.”

Stephanie Ragon served 
as an intelligence specialist 
in the Navy. 

“Veteran’s Day for me is 
super special,” Ragon said. 
“It’s for a special type of peo-
ple who have sacrificed a lot. 
This is our time to say ‘thank 
you.’ 

“I bring my children, be-
cause I want them to honor 
veterans. Maybe one day 
they may join the military 
too.

“The Ronald Reagan 
quote comes to mind that 
‘freedom isn’t free.’ It’s up 
to the future generations for 
the freedom and rights we 
have now.” 

The history of U.S. Ma-
rines was explained by guest 
speaker, Irving Mayor Rick 
Stopfer, whose father was a 
Marine in the Korean War. 
The Marines have served in 
nearly every conflict in the 
21st century. The Marines 
have the ability to rapidly 
respond to crisis, and they 
were formed by a resolution 
of the Continental Congress 
on Nov. 10, 1775.

Stopfer talked about how 
his dad shared a life lesson 
with him as a child. 

“When you get up in the 
morning get your clothes out 
and make your bed,” Stop-
fer’s father told him, which 
Stopfer still practices today. 

His father was one of those 
individuals who did not have 
a lot of material things, but 
when he passed away, Aug. 
30 of last year, his most 
prized possession was his 
truck which had an emblem 
on the back with a Marine 
insignia and both the front 
and rear license plate read, 
“Once a Marine always a 
Marine.”

As Stopfer and his fam-
ily were going through his 
dad’s things he had 21 hats. 
None of the hats said “Fa-
vorite Golfer” or “Best Dad.” 
His hats all had sayings or 
emblems relating to the Ma-
rines and the Korean War. 

Bert Huebner, who served 
in the U.S. Navy aboard the 
aircraft carrier USS Philip-
pine Sea in the Korean War, 

Task Force 77, spoke about 
the meaning of Veterans 
Day.

“I was proud to serve,” 
Huebner said. “When I was 

in the Navy, I was more or 
less a lost kid. They taught 
me how to obey orders for 
one thing. 

“I get a little aggravated by 

what’s going on in the coun-
try now. In general, I thank 
God we have our military to 
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COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT: Children make drawings and 
write letters for soldiers serving over seas. /Photo by John Starkey

UNITE TROOPS
Continued from Page 1

Sponsored by the Irving Elks Lodge and Joe’s Coffee Shop
Emma’s House is a 501c3 Non-Profit organization located in South Irving for teens and young people 

with special needs, such as Down Syndrome, Intellectual Disabilites and Autism. Emma’s House provides 
after school, no school and summer camp programs for these young people.

Holiday Bake Sale
for Emma’s House

At Joe’s Coffee Shop on Saturday, Nov. 19 from 9 AM to 3 PM
Come on out and get some sweet treats for your Thanksgiving Day dessert.
Donations for the bale sale are needed and much appreciated!

EVENT HALL RENTALS
IRVING ELKS LODGE #2334

2015 N. BRITAIN RD., IRVING, TX 75061
PLEASE CALL (972) 579-0005
FOR MORE INFORMATION.

SEATING FOR UP TO 230 PEOPLE, FULL SERVICE BAR.

know we have not forgot-
ten them and sending these 
packages helps.”

Steve Porter commented 
his wife had previously met 
someone who received a 
care package during a hard 
time in their life and told her 
it helped changed his life.

As the result of the Por-
ter’s long dedication to the 
Unite for Troops effort and 
giving directly to the troops 
currently in the field, the city 
of Irving renamed a street 
near the Porter’s Army Navy 
store to ‘Porter’s Way.’ The 
unveiling of the new street 
sign took place during the 
event. In addition to Irving 
Mayor Rick Stopfer and 
several Irving City Council 
members, other members of 
the Porter family attended.

“Having a street named 
after us is an extremely 
humbling experience, and 
we will try our best to live up 
to that honor,” Steve said. “I 
don’t know how to put it into 
words.”

Nancy Carter, a flight at-
tendant for Delta Airlines, 
and one of the main orga-
nizers of the cadets, said 
the idea of collecting and 
sending packages for front 
line troops originated from 
a combination of charity 
ideas.

“I was working on a Delta 
flight, and a soldier who was 
a passenger mentioned he 
rarely got mail or supplies 

at his FOB location,” Carter 
said. “I had heard of groups 
which were sending care 
packages to college students 
and thought, ‘Why not do 
something similar for sol-
diers?’ 

“The cadets sent out 
questionnaires asking for 
descriptions of the soldiers’ 
environments and what sup-
plies are needed most. This 
way, they are able to send 
out items that are specifical-
ly requested, where possible. 
The shipments are made fun 
by having themes like Hal-
loween. Every eight weeks a 
shipment is sent out, requir-
ing nearly $8000 in post-
age,” Carter said. 

Delta Airlines is currently 
the largest sponsor helping 
with postage, followed by 
Toyota.

“My brother was in the 
Navy, and my great grand-
father was in Vietnam,” 
said Dixie Morris, an Irving 
high school student. She 
packed packages of crackers 
and cookies into the boxes 
during the event. “I want to 
pay back by helping current 
troops.” 

Several Cub Scouts also 
took part in the collecting 
and packing effort. 

“We heard about the ef-
fort, and the boys wanted 
to do it,” said Jody Agosta, 
Cubmaster of Pack 510. 

“I feel good about helping 
the Army,” said Jaxon Agos-
ta, a Cub Scout with rank of 
Wolf.

DALLAS – The Salvation 
Army has begun collecting 
nearly 250,000 donated 
Christmas gifts for close to 
50,000 children and spe-

The Salvation Army collects gifts 
for children, special needs adults

cial needs adults in the 
DFW area. The gifts are 
being collected at 10 local 
shopping malls: NorthPark 
Center, Galleria Dallas, 

Ridgmar Mall, Town East 
Mall, The Shops at Wil-
low Bend, North East Mall, 
Grapevine Mills Mall, Hu-
len Mall, Golden Triangle 

Mall, and Parks at Arlington.  
Compassionate citizens 
wishing to help a child this 
Christmas can stop by a 
Salvation Army Christ-

mas Tree at any of the 10 
malls and select an Angel 
tag from the tree. Each tag 
lists a child’s first name, 
age, gender, clothing sizes, 
wish item, and need item. 
Special code numbers en-
sure the gifts go to the fam-
ilies who asked for them.  
Donated gifts will also be col-
lected at approximately 400 
companies and churches as 
employers host collection 
efforts on site to allow their 
employees a convenient 
way to give, and churches 
host the same for mem-
bers of their congregations.  
The gifts will be distributed 
in Dallas, Tarrant, Collin, 
Denton, and Ellis counties 

beginning on Dec. 14. Fam-
ilies that qualified for assis-
tance have been given ap-
pointments to pick up their 
gifts at one of 15 locations.  
Parents began interviewing 
for Christmas assistance at 
Salvation Army community 
centers at the end of Septem-
ber. To qualify, they meet 
with a Salvation Army work-
er who reviews income and 
expense information to make 
sure the family is in need. 
During the interview, the 
worker collects information 
about the children, which is 
printed on the Angel tags.  
Donations will be accepted 
through Dec. 6. 

SOURCE The Salvation Army

The American Associa-
tion of Code Enforcement 
bestowed the Code De-
partment of the Year hon-
or upon the city of Irving’s 
Code Enforcement Depart-
ment during the national 
organization’s recent annu-
al conference.  

“Code enforcement is vi-
tal to all cities,” Irving City 

Code Enforcement Department 
receives top national award

Manager Chris Hillman said. 
“Our code team works to en-
force the ordinances that 
keep our city safe, clean, and 
beautiful, and to help en-
sure property values and the 
city’s image are protected.”

Vacant buildings, trash, 
tall grass and weeds, and 
inoperable vehicles are all 
issues Irving’s Code Depart-

ment addresses.
Last year, the city’s code 

department initiated an 
innovative citywide pro-
gram called “Operation 
Saturation” where a team 
of inspectors systematically 
canvassed the entire city ad-
dress-by-address. They hung 
“thank you” door hangers on 
code compliant properties, 

while noncompliant prop-
erties were subject to en-
forcement actions. The team 
not only documented and 
recorded valuable informa-
tion for future enforcement 
initiatives; it built tremen-
dous goodwill among Irving 
residents. 

Data showed positive 
neighborhood perception 
increased, while repeat of-
fenses and complaints de-
creased.

The department also in-
spected more than 600 
multifamily properties that 
house nearly 70,000 units, 
all with the goal of improv-
ing community appearance 
and protecting neighbor-
hood integrity.

“The Code team works 
tirelessly,” Hillman said. 
“We appreciate the valuable 
work they do.”

SOURCE City of Irving 
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DEATH NOTICES

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

Mary Dixon April 30, 1931 – Nov. 8, 2017.
Mary Janice Summers March 30, 1929 – Nov. 8, 2017 
Paula Denise Graff  July 19, 1953 – Nov. 10, 2017 
Don Salyards “Grandpa” March 18,1928 – Nov. 12, 2017
Avis Jordan Jan. 12, 1924 – Nov. 12, 2017 

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

David Taylor Klemer May 14, 1953 – Nov. 02, 2017
Steven Keith Huckaby April 14, 1962 – Nov. 12, 2017
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Freelancers Needed
Rambler Newspapers is currently seeking inquisitive 

individuals with experience in Editing, Writing, and Photography:
For more information call 972-870-1992

CLASSIFIEDS

EMPLOYMENT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING TO DISCUSS
IRVING INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

State Financial Accountability Rating

Irving Independent School District will hold a public meeting at
7:00 P.M., DECEMBER 11, 2017 in the BOARD ROOM of the IRVING ISD 

ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 2621 W AIRPORT FREEWAY,
IRVING, TEXAS  75062.

The purpose of this meeting is to discuss Irving Independent School District’s rating on 
the state’s financial accountability system.

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-10010

ZONING CASE NO. ZC17-0059
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-2

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, 
TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND 
DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE L. HAYES SURVEY, 
ABSTRACT NO. 662, AND LOCATED AT THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF 
STATE HIGHWAY 161 AND ROCHELLE BOULEVARD, MORE FULLY AND 
COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING 
A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM IP-AR INDUSTRIAL 
PARK-AIRPORT RELATED DISTRICT USE UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 
1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR C-C AND 
WAREHOUSE USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING 
TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; 
PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE 
TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED 
TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF 
THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL 
WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL 
OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES 
OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND 
PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-10012

ZONING CASE NO. ZC17-0064
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-2

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, 
TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND 
DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE HARBOR LAKES 
ADDITION, AND LOCATED AT 1808 RUSDELL DRIVE, MORE FULLY AND 
COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING 
A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM R-7.5 SINGLE FAMILY 
DISTRICT USE UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-2 
SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR R-7.5 USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 
1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND 
MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND 
REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL 
ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL 
OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT 
THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND 
GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT 
REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN 
CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; 
AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.
 
ORDINANCE NO. 2017-10013

ZONING CASE NO. ZC17-0065
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-1 (R-AB)

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, 
GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  
A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE STAMPEDE CROSSING PHASE 2, 
SECOND REVISION ADDITON AND LOCATED AT THE NORTHEAST 
CORNER OF REGENT BOULEVARD AND SPRINGWOOD DRIVE, MORE 
FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; 
ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM S-P-2 
SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR C-C USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 
1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-1 (R-AB) SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR 
RESTAURANT WITH ATTENDANT ACCESSORY USE OF THE SALE OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION USES 
UNDER SECTION 52-49 OF ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING 
TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; 
PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE 
TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED 
TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF 
THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL 
WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL 
OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES 
OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING THE ENTIRE ORDINANCE SHALL BE 
INVALID IF ANY WORD, PHRASE, CLAUSE, SENTENCE, PARAGRAPH OR 
SECTION OF THIS ORDINANCE IS HELD TO BE INVALID AND PROVIDING 
A PENALTY.
 
ORDINANCE NO. 2017-10014

ZONING CASE NO. ZC17-0066
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-1 (R-AB)

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, 
TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND 
DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE STAMPEDE CROSSING 
PHASE 2, SECOND REVISION ADDITON AND LOCATED ON THE NORTH 
SIDE OF REGENT BOULEVARD, APPROXIMATELY 200 FEET EAST OF 
SPRINGWOOD DRIVE, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED 
IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE 
OF SAID PROPERTY FROM S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR C-C 
USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-1 (R-AB) SITE 
PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR RESTAURANT WITH ATTENDANT ACCESSORY 
USE OF THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR ON-PREMISES 
CONSUMPTION USES UNDER SECTION 52-49 OF ORDINANCE NO. 
1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND 
MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND 
REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL 
ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL 
OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT 
THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND 
GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT 
REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN 
CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING THE ENTIRE ORDINANCE 
SHALL BE INVALID IF ANY WORD, PHRASE, CLAUSE, SENTENCE, 
PARAGRAPH OR SECTION OF THIS ORDINANCE IS HELD TO BE INVALID 
AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-10015

ZONING CASE NO. ZC17-0071
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-2

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, 
TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND 
DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE NORTHGATE ADDITION, 
AND LOCATED AT 3433 DARTMOUTH DRIVE, MORE FULLY AND 
COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING 
A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM R-6 SINGLE FAMILY 
DISTRICT USE UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-2 
SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR R-6 USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 
1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND 
MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND 
REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL 
ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL 
OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT 
THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND 
GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT 
REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN 
CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; 
AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.
 
PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
IRVING, TEXAS, on November 9, 2017.

RICHARD H. STOPFER - MAYOR
ATTEST: Shanae Jennings - City Secretary
APPROVED AS TO FORM: Kuruvilla Oommen - City Attorney

SUMMARY OF ORDERS
BUILDING AND STANDARDS COMMISSION
Thursday, November 16, 2017 at 3:00 p.m.

CITY HALL 825 WEST IRVING BOULEVARD

Thursday, November 16, 2017 - the Building and Standards
Work session and Public hearing was cancelled. 

New York Air Brake LLC seeks Software Eng. IV for Irving, TX to 
develop, create, and modify computer applications software.  BS in 
Software or Computer Eng. + 5 YOE or MS in Software or Computer 
Eng. + 2 YOE.  Apply:  HR, 5201 Regent Blvd., Ste. 301, Irving, TX 
75063.

Now Hiring Immediate Openings For School Bus Drivers CDL 
preferred, but will train. Starting at $17.21 per hour with no experience 
Plus Benefits Apply at:  www.southlakecarroll.edu 817-949-8333

Software Developer: Analyze, Design, Develop, Test & Implement 
Specialized Apps in PeopleSoft FSCM, HCM, People Tools, Shell 
Script, Rdbms; Req: Master’s in CS, Engg, IT related, and 2 yrs.
Exp. F/T.Travel. Loc: Irving, TX; Resumes: HR, SKIETUS 
CONSULTING INC, 5605 NORTH MACARTHUR BLVD, STE-1093, 
Irving, TX- 75038, U.S.A, EOE

Technical Development Lead, PeopleSoft Core HR & Campus 
Solutions/ Dallas, TX: Translate functional designs & build technical 
solutions.  Perform analysis, conceptual design, development 
(coding) & implementation of modifications to purchased applications 
or custom programs to enhance value to business. Travel/relocate 
to various unanticipated locations.  Send res to Regents Consulting 
Group LLC, 4112 Swiss Ave. Dallas, TX 75024

FOR SALE

2 burial plots @ Restland in Woodland area valued @ 26000 sell 
for 12000 call 9038949620

LEGAL

2017 Annual
Irving Super Lunch

Together . . . We Can!!

Spec ia l  Guest  Speaker

Jerry Jones
Tuesd ay,  December  12 ,  2017

11: 0 0 a m -  1:30  pm
I r v i n g  C o n v e n t i o n  C e n t e r

www.muradauctions.net/superlunch2017

life, Davlatov saved enough 
money to buy a box of 
wholesale vegetables, which 
he repackaged and sold in 
smaller groups for a profit. 
For the first several months, 
he spent all his profits on 
feeding the other homeless 
people in the market in 
which he worked. He did 
not grow rich, but he be-
came very well respected. 
The respect he earned led 
to him being offered a job as 
the market’s night manager.

He eventually launched 
and managed more than 50 
businesses in a variety of in-
dustries including construc-
tion, food services, retail 
services, manufacturing, 
travel and tourism, agricul-
ture, and real estate.

“The most important 
thing in life is to build your-
self,” Davlatov said. “Build 
yourself and have faith. The 
masterpiece is you. You only 
paint one painting, and it is 
you. While you are alive, you 
have a mission in this world, 
and you have to complete 
the mission, that is why you 
are alive. My mission is to 
be someone who changes 
lives through education, 
cause that is what I do best.”

According to Davlatov, 
the ability to think can make 
you successful. Once you 
take time to think, then you 
can make a plan to better 
yourself.

“Your heart and your 
hope make you successful,” 
he said. “It is very import-
ant to live your life and plan 
your life so you don’t regret 
it in the end. Start planning 
the rest of your life. Make 
a decision to make a better 
life than today. God gave us 
the opportunity. He gave us 
life. Now you just have to 
decide what you want to do 
for the rest of your life. Start 
doing what you can do very 
well today.” 

Davlatov explained every 
individual has his or her 
own talent, and the key to 
success is to not give up. 

“Use that talent,” Davla-
tov said. “By using that tal-
ent, you can serve others, 
and you can go to Heaven. 
Do not give up and stay 
where you are. Do not say 
‘I have such a bad life and 
nobody helped me.’ Do not 
say you don’t know how to 
do it. You can do it. Develop 
yourself and learn from that 
lesson and move on.”

rest of my life, and I didn’t 
want that.” 

The first thought Davla-
tov had after the realization 
was he was not following his 
dreams, he did not like the 
life he was living. He want-
ed to change his life and his 
path. 

“In that moment, I decid-
ed if I believed in God, then 
God will help me,” he said. “I 
knew what was happening 
to me was only challenging 
my faith. I decided then at 
that moment I would never 
do manual labor again, and 
I will never be on the streets 
again. When I made that de-
cision, it gave me strength, 
and I started to think about 
what I could do.”

In order to change his 

keep us safe and sound here 
at home. [Veterans Day] 
just means everything to 
me.” 

Bert Huebner was accom-
panied by his son, Michael 
Huebner, who served in the 
Air Force.

“I think people should 
remember ‘freedom isn’t 
free’” Bert said. “A lot of 
brave men and women 
fought and died for us to 
be free. We shouldn’t take 
it lightly, and we shouldn’t 
take away our freedoms.”

The oldest Irving veter-
an in attendance was Joe 

Watson, age 92. He served 
in WWII as a US Merchant 
Marine from 1943-1946.

After refreshments, the 
group gathered at Irving 
Veterans Memorial Park 
at Wall of Commemora-
tion where “Taps” was per-
formed by Student Pastor 
Colin Hairston, First Baptist 
Church, Irving.

Irving Councilman 
Wm. David Palmer closed 
the ceremony by laying a 
wreath in memory of all the 
men and women who gave 
their lives for this country. 

ENTREPRENEUR
Continued from Page 1

IRVING CELEBRATES
Continued from Page 4
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PLAYGROUND 
Continued from Page 1

WORSHIP ADS

To list your 
house of worship
call 972-870-1992

See GIFTS
Page 8

Ferris
Hi. I'm Ferris. I'm about 3 ½ years old and was brought in with a badly broken leg. 
My leg has been repaired now, but I still have a bit of a limp. They say I'm a Labrador 
mix, and that mix is strong. When you meet me, you will definitely notice the Labrador 
traits. I'm an outgoing, friendly boy, who I loves meeting new people and playing with 
toys. I've not had anyone to teach me many commands, but if you come visit, you will 
see that I'm eager to please. I'm here. I'm ready. Let's meet.

Misty
Hi my name is Misty. I am a small 10 year old, spayed female, with 
the cutest brown and silver fur. I was brought in because my owner 
has health problems and can no longer care for me. I get along 
well with other cats and especially love people. PLEASE come by 
and you will become Misty eyed over my good looks and sweet, 
awesome personality

UNITY CHURCH

Unity of Irving
Sunday Morning Services:

9:30 AM Adult Class
11:00 AM Service

& Children’s Church
Reverend Frank Pounders

and Reverend Margaret 
Pounders

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 
75061

972-253-5083
unitychurchofirving.com

First United Methodist 
Church 

211 W. Third,  75060
972-253-3531   

www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

Dr. Jack Wallace, Senior Pastor
Sammy Hargrove, Associate 

Pastor Emeritus

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

First Church of Christ, 
Scientist

2250 W Pioneer Dr., 
Irving, 75061
972-253-7202

www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room 

Mon-Sat 10am-1pm
Dial in to services: 

857-232-0476
access code 884879

For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ
1202 N. Belt Line Rd., 

Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 

21st Century
Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.

Sunday Worship 
10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.
972-790-8606 

www.BeltLineChurch.com

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W. Airport Freeway Irving Tx
972-255-4185

www.ppumc.org

UNITED METHODIST

WORSHIP

Sunday Morning 
Worship
8:30 a.m.

Traditional 
Communion Service

Holy Communion every Sunday

9:15 a.m.
Non-Traditional Service

Plymouth Park Praise Band

11:00 a.m.
Traditional Service

Chancel Choir

Dr. William E. La Barr, 
Senior Pastor

Dr. Rusty Hedges, Associate Pastor

We're holding a place for you!

PLYMOUTH PARK 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

1615 W. Airport Freeway, 
Irving, Texas 75062

972-255-4185

For more details go to www.ppumc.org

their play dreams come true 
is super rewarding.

“My favorite part of this 
getting to see the commu-
nity so excited about the 
play space. It is something 
they had never imagined 
or thought could be pos-
sible for them. It is real-
ly cool to see people who 
normally have different 
jobs come together in the 
thick of it building things, 
making concrete and mov-
ing things. It is cool for me 
since I travel around, so I’m 
technically an outsider, and 

I come and get to see every-
thing. It’s cool to see them 
bring everyone in and help 
bring everything together. I 
really enjoy it.” 

According to Target rep-
resentative Catherine Helm 
this new playground is one 
of 261 that Target is doing 
across the country and the 
third playground to be built 
in the Dallas-Fort Worth 
area this year. 

“As a company, we really 
believe play is super import-
ant to the development of 
all of the skills a child needs 

to grow up healthy,” Helm 
said. “We are glad to be able 
to provide this type of space 
to them.

“This is a community that 
we saw an amazing oppor-
tunity to give a play place 
to,” she said. “We saw the 
chance to rebuild the play-
ground and give the kids in 
Irving a chance to get out-
side and use their imagina-
tions.”

The playground officially 
opened Monday, Nov. 13 
when the children arrived 
from school.

The City of Irving pre-
sented Lee Elementary 
School with a special honor 
for leading the pack in recy-
cling. 

As part of the City’s an-
nual Arbor Day celebration, 
one Irving ISD campus is 
chosen and recognized for 
their recycling efforts from 
the previous school year. 
From August 2016 to July 
2017, the students of Lee 
rallied together and collect-
ed 49,080 pounds of recy-
cled material, which equates 
to the preservation of 417 
trees. The City and Keep 
Irving Beautiful hosted an 
awards ceremony to con-
gratulate Lee’s Green Team 
for being planet-friendly 
and commemorated the 
occasion by planting two 
red oak trees in front of the 
school.

Lee’s recycling efforts celebrated by city

The Green Team of Lee Elementary School celebrates the school’s Arbor Day award given by the City of Irving and Keep 
Irving Beautiful (KIB) alongside KIP Board President Jim Scrivner, Councilman Allan Meagher and City Arborist Michael 
Griffith (from lft to rt).

SOURCE Irving ISD

ATLANTA -- Nearly 7 
in 10 Americans (69 per-
cent) said they would skip 
exchanging gifts this holi-
day season if their friends 
and family agreed to it, 

Americans would give up gifts for gatherings
according to a new survey 
conducted online by Harris 
Poll on behalf of SunTrust 
Banks, Inc. A majority of 
those who spend time buy-
ing or making gifts (60 per-

cent) said they would spend 
more time with friends and 
family if they didn’t have to 
worry about gifts.

The survey findings sug-
gest that financial anxiety 

during the holidays is taking 
its toll on many Americans 
and could be a reason for 
rethinking gift-giving and 
focusing on other priorities. 
Forty-three percent of those 
who spend money on any-
thing related to the holidays 
said they feel pressured to 
spend more than they can 
afford. If they didn’t have to 
buy gifts, 25 percent would 
use the money on activities 
with friends and family, 37 
percent would pay down 
debt and 47 percent would 
save or invest.

With so much pressure 
to overspend, it can seem 
impossible to get finances 
under control. To help re-
duce gift-giving stress this 
holiday season, SunTrust is 
giving the gift of financial 
confidence with The onUp 
Challenge, a free, gamified 
experience that turns fi-
nances into an adventure. 
The interactive program 
provides a fun and infor-
mative way for players to 
make real progress toward 
financial goals – especially 
during the holidays.

“The holidays are full 
of joy, celebration and an 
unmentioned pressure to 
spend,” said Brian Nelson 
Ford, financial well-be-
ing executive at SunTrust. 
“During a time of year when 
financial stress is tradi-
tionally high, a little smart 
spending, preparation and 
planning can lead to finan-
cial confidence and enhance 
the joy of the season.”

The onUp Challenge 

guides players through a 
virtual exploration of “Con-
fidence Island” where they 
can take specific actions to 
gain control over their fi-
nances, including:

Identifying values. Rec-
ognizing what is import-
ant can help you prioritize 
where money should be 
spent. Categories include 
time with kids, playing 
sports, financing a child’s 
education, date nights, fam-
ily trips and more. 

Creating a confidence ac-
count. A well-funded sav-
ings account will make you 
feel more confident in other 
areas of life. This account is 
the foundation for achieving 
your goals. Consider auto-
mating the savings process, 
which is the best way to con-
sistently put money aside. 

Building a budget that 
works. A budget can be lib-
erating if it is aligned with 
your values. A key step on 
the road to financial confi-
dence is directing spending 
to the things that matter 
most. 

Investing for happiness 
now and in the future. Ac-
cumulating wealth isn’t just 
about a comfortable retire-
ment; it’s about having the 
financial resources to do 
what you love now and in 
the future. 

Maximizing money-mak-
ing. Once you’ve begun 
investing in your financial 
future, it’s time to invest in 
yourself. Identify ways to 

Celebrating their hard work, community members point to a sign commemorating the completion of the new 
playground./Photo by Tricia Sims
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their infor-
mation on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving 
Rambler will have accurate information. Listings 
are limited to the Organization’s name, meeting 
location and time. If an organization wishes to have 
more information than the free listing offers, we will 
continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Evening Lions Club

1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm
Community Bible Church

2301 Texas Drive
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Hallelujah Pool Players

Every Wed. @ Noon
Heritage Senior Center

200 S Jefferson St., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month 
7:30 to 9 PM

Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
Irving Democrats

Every second Tuesday of month at 7pm
Midori Japanese Restaurant

4020 N. MacArthur Blvd, #120 
Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Every second Tuesday of month at 7:30pm

132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm 
IHOP on Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Chateau on Wildbriar Lake

1515 Hard Rock Road
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
For Location call Janet at 972-254-8035

 CLUBS

* It was 17th-century English novelist and politician 
Edward Bulwer-Lytton who made the following sage 
observation: "If you wish to be loved, show more of 
your faults than your virtues."

* If you have an indoor/outdoor cat, you might have 
found yourself wondering why it sometimes shows 
up on your doorstep with an offering of a dead an-
imal. Well, there's actually a good reason for it. It 
seems that the cats most likely to present owners 
with a gory gift are spayed females, and they're act-
ing out behaviors seen in the wild. Feral cats teach 
their young how to hunt by bringing them dead or 
injured prey. With no kittens to teach, your cat is evi-
dently trying to teach the family it does have -- name-

ly, you -- how to find food on its own. 

* You probably aren't familiar with the term "anthropodermic bibliopegy," 
but in the unlikely event that it ever comes up in conversation, you now 
know that it refers to books bound in human skin.

* It's not surprising that during the severe northern winters, the Arctic 
ground squirrel goes into a state of suppressed physiological activity. 
What is surprising, though, is that during this torpor, its body temperature 
can get as low as 27 degrees Fahrenheit -- without the animal becoming 
just another chunk of ice. This nifty trick can be attributed to a biological 
process that clears the rodent's blood of ice nucleators, which facilitate 
freezing.

* You might be surprised to learn that in a 2016 survey of human re-
sources professionals, it was reported that more than half of all work-
places offer paid time off for employees to vote.
***
Thought for the Day: "We must believe in luck. For how else can we 
explain the success of those we don't like?" -- Jean Cocteau

1. GAMES: In Scrabble, what is the 
point value of the letter K?
2. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What breed of 
dog is known as a firehouse dog?
3. U.S. STATES: What is the only 

American state to begin with the letter ÒpÓ? 
4. SCIENCE: What do you call trees that lose their leaves?
5. LITERATURE: In ShakespeareÕs ÒRomeo and Juliet,Ó what 
is Romeo's family name?
6. DISCOVERIES: Who is credited with inventing the 3D 
printer?
7. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who was the first president to be born in 
a hospital?
8. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What is the name of someone 
who shoes horses?
9. BIOLOGY: What percentage of people in the world have blue 
eyes?
10. MOVIES: Which actress has won the most Oscars?

Answers
1. Five
2. Dalmatian
3. Pennsylvania
4. Deciduous
5. Montague
6. Chuck Hull
7. Jimmy Carter
8. Farrier
9. 8 percent
10. Katharine Hepburn, with 4 
Oscars and 12 nominations

ANSWER KEY

(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.
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BINGO: Members of the Irving Heritage Senior Center play bingo for a variety of prizes. /Photo by Ariel 
Graham

By Ariel Graham
The Irving Heritage Se-

nior Center hosted recogni-
tion event honoring veter-
ans on Thursday, Nov. 9.

Jennifer Grimes, a rec-
reation specialist with the 
Heritage Senior Center, ex-
plained this year the center 
chose to engage members 
in a bingo tournament and 
a raffle. 

“We always do a recog-
nition event of some type 
for our veterans each year,” 
Grimes said. “Each year it’s 
different. Sometimes we 
have exhibits, and some-
times we have fun activities 
that keep them mentally 
and physically engaged, like 
we’re doing today.”

Grimes said roughly 35 
percent of the senior cen-
ter’s members are either 
veterans or family members 
of veterans. Many of those 
veterans were present at 
the day’s event. Sandy Beis-
sel served with the Navy at 
Bethesda Naval Hospital 
in Washington during the 
Vietnam War, while her 
twin sister Susan served 
in Florida. Beissel brought 
some memorabilia to dis-
play at the senior center, 
including photos of her and 
her sister. While Beissel 
enjoyed her time serving at 
Bethesda, her job wasn’t al-
ways an easy one. 

“To see the people com-
ing back from Vietnam, to 
see everything that I did, all 
the injures, et cetera, a lot of 
it was very difficult,” Beissel 
said. 

She is appreciative of the 
recognition she receives for 
her time in the service. 

“[Veterans’ Day] means 
that we’re recognized for 
what we do,” Beissel said. “I 
think everybody should be 
recognized, whether they’re 
in the service or not, for 
what they do.”

Gunnar Biering served as 
an aircraft mechanic with 
the Air Force from 1965 to 
1969. 

“I was deployed to Thai-

Bingo tournament honors 
veterans’ legacy

land with the 555th Fighter 
Squadron at Ubon, Thai-
land,” Biering said. “The 
group of people I worked 
with over there was phe-
nomenal. Everybody had 
everybody’s back, and it was 
a rewarding experience. It’s 
an honor to have served, 
and I would like to think 
that other people, whether 
they have served or not, feel 
the same way toward other 
veterans.”

James Jones served as a 
petty officer with the Navy 
from 1972 to 1976. He said 
the camaraderie he had be-
tween his fellow officers was 
one of the most important 
things he took away from 
his time in the service.  

“The four of us went 
through boot camp togeth-
er, and in our first tour of 
duty we were all stationed 
together,” Jones said. “We 
would all four of us get 
transferred together. It was 
nice because you stayed a 
group.” 

Jones added that Vet-
erans’ Day wasn’t just to 
honor the vets who came 
home from the wars, but the 
ones who gave their lives for 
them as well. 

“[This day is] not only 
for me being a veteran, it’s 
for all of us,” Jones said. “If 
you go all the way back to 
the Revolutionary War all 
the way up through, there 
are veterans buried all over 
America.”

Gene Stadinoha served 
as a personnel man in the 
Navy during the Korean 
War. While his unit was 
not necessarily on the front 
lines, he still appreciates 
all of his fellow servicemen 
who fought in that war. 

“I think it’s really nice 
all of the service people are 
recognized like they are,” 
Stadinoha said. “I had it 
fairly easy, but the people 
on shore fighting and ev-
erything, they really had 
it hard. I really appreciate 
what everybody does for the 
service people.”

Regardless of what 
branch they served in, 
which wars they participat-
ed in or even how long they 
served, Grimes said every 
one of these veterans fought 
for the freedoms that make 
the country what it is today, 
and they deserved to be ap-
preciated for it. 

“Without these people 
who have served our coun-
try, we wouldn’t be able to 
do things like this and give 
back to the community,” 
Grimes said. “Our way of 
telling them we appreciate 
them is to have fun things 
they’re able to do.”

Local author visits 
middle schools

Fun was had by all as the 
author of the Cloak Soci-
ety series Jeramey Kraatz 
visited with Irving ISD mid-
dle schools to discuss his 
latest release Space Run-

ners: The Moon Platoon. 
Kraatz, a Fort Worth resi-
dent, met with sixth- and 
seventh-grade English/
language arts classes to 
talk about the writing 

process and inspired a new 
generation of promising au-
thors.

SOURCE Irving ISD
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By Tricia Sims
Grand Prairie celebrat-

ed the official Texas Arbor 
Day in Grand Central Park 
with a ceremony and a few 
guest speakers on Friday, 
Nov. 3. The event featured 
1,000 fourth and fifth-grad-
ers, giveaways, educational 
booths, as well as perfor-

mances by the Grand Prai-
rie High School Mariachi 
band, drum line, and show 
choir, and a free concert by 
Trout Fishing in America.

“I love this way of get-
ting the kids involved and 
engaged in something that 
is important and making 
it fun,” city council mem-
ber Jorja Clemson said. “I 
thought all the speakers did 
a great job.”

In Texas, the official state 
Arbor Day celebration is 
hosted in a different host 
city each year on the first 
Friday in November. Ac-
cording to one of the event 
organizers, Susan Henson, 
Grand Prairie has host-
ed the event a total of four 
times.

“I get to go to a lot of Ar-
bor Day events around the 
county,” Dan Lamb, Exec-
utive Director of the Arbor 
Day Foundation said. “I’ve 
been to Arbor Day events 
in Australia, Korea, and 
Thailand, and nobody does 
it like Grand Prairie. This is 
really impressive.

“The nation is watch-
ing Texas; the nation is 
watching Grand Prairie. 
The collaboration, the tree 
planting, the leadership, the 
spirit: it is a special place. I 
am thrilled to be a part of 
this Arbor Day celebration.”

Due to recent damage 
from hurricanes, Lamb said 
this is an important time to 
plant trees and spoke about 
a plan for restoration.

“Right now, we need tress 
more than ever,” Lamb said. 
“Over the last couple of 
months Hurricane Harvey 
come through Texas and 
millions of trees were dam-
aged and destroyed because 
of those hurricanes. Texas 
A&M Forest Services and 
Texas Arbor Day Founda-
tion are going to work to-

gether to help restore those 
trees and plant over 5 mil-
lion trees to help recover 
from the damage of those 
hurricanes. We are excited 
about it. 

“Most holidays celebrate 
the past, which is import-
ant, but Arbor Day is about 
celebrating the future. It is 
about planting trees today 
for the next generation.”

A message from the Texas 
Governor Greg Abbot was 
delivered through his senior 
advisor, Tommy Williams. 
He presented the mayor of 
Grand Prairie with a plaque 
proclaiming Nov. 3 ‘Texas 
Arbor Day.’

“Trees are important to 
our communities,” Williams 
said. “We benefit from ur-
ban forests in many ways. 
Whether we are relaxing in 
the shade, drinking clean 
water, or breathing clean 
air, trees help us with all 
these things. They contrib-
ute to the economic viabil-
ity and social wellbeing of 
our community. While trees 
are taking care of us, who is 
taking care of the trees? It 
is our responsibility to take 
care of the trees.”

The celebration was 
themed ‘Tree Epic’ because 
Grand Prairie is opening the 
largest indoor water park 
with a retractable roof, an 
intergenerational recre-
ation center and one of the 
largest adaptive playground 
sites in United States, which 
is named ‘The Epic.’. 

When Grand Central 
Park was prepared for con-
struction, more than 150 
existing trees were moved 
to different locations on the 
site. An additional 250 trees 
were planted at Grand Cen-
tral Park.

The ceremony ended with 
the planting of a state tree, 
the Texas red oak.

Texas Arbor Day celebrated 
in grand style

By Alan Fleck 
BAPS Charities in Irving 

hosts an annual Health Fair 
in the fall, offering health 
and wellness services to the 

BAPS Health Fair provides free and low costs services
local community. The fair is 
part of the spiritual group’s 
mission to improve the 
health of society in general 
and to particularly serve in-

dividuals in need.
Nearly 400 people at-

tended this year’s fair pre-
sented at BAPS Shri Swa-
minarayan Mandir on State 
Highway 161 on Saturday, 
Oct. 4. 

Doctors volunteered their 
time along with dentists, 
nurses, ophthalmologists, 
specialists, and psychia-
trists. Guests could have 
free screenings in several 
areas, such as diabetes, cho-
lesterol, body fat, eye and 
dental, obesity, and osteo-
porosis. A new service in-
cluded having pharmacists 
available for one-on-one 
consultations.

“[The Health Fair] opens 
the community to medical 
professionals from Park-
land, Baylor Scott and 
White, and Dallas County 
Health and Human Ser-
vices,” volunteer Parashar 
Pandy said.

Organizers held an open-
ing ceremony to kick off 
the fair. Several provided 
remarks including repre-
sentatives from BAPS. The 
ceremony included the rec-

ognition of noted guests, 
such as Dr. Elba Garcia, 
a dentist and also a Dal-
las County Commissioner; 
Zachary Thompson, direc-
tor of Dallas County Health 
and Human Services; and 
Fred Cerise, president and 
CEO of Parkland Health 
and Hospital System.

“It is important the diver-
sity of population in Dallas 
County all have access to 
health care, and the BAPS 
Health Fair helps to meet 
this need,” Dr. Elba Garcia, 
a dentist and Dallas County 
Commissioner said. “I am 
very honored to be part of 
this event.”

After the opening cere-

mony, guests dispersed to 
areas throughout the tem-
ple where screenings were 
set up. 

“For a flat $33 registra-
tion fee, attendees can ob-
tain blood work analysis, 
EKG’s, blood pressure, vi-
sion and dental check-ups, 
provided by about 50 med-
ical professionals and den-
tists,” said Dr. Vishal Patel, 
an orthopedic spine sur-
geon from Baylor, Scott and 
White, who has been part of 
the fair for four years.

“This event provides op-
portunities for the attend-
ees to receive preventative 
screening all in one place 
at the same time, so they 

can get everything done 
in a ‘one-stop shop’ atmo-
sphere,” said Priya Patel, a 
physician’s assistant. “The 
health fair is more focused 
on those who do not have 
access to regular health care 
and helps them avoid logis-
tical issues.” 

BAPS Charities, an out-
reach of the BAPS faith, 
offers these health fairs at 
about 50 of its locations 
across the country. Through 
the annual health fairs and 
other community efforts 
such as health awareness 
lectures, food drives and 
walkathons, BAPS Chari-
ties are committed to giving 
back. 

maximize your earnings po-
tential and explore how you 
can give more back to others 
who may not be as far down 
the road to financial confi-
dence.

The onUp Challenge is 
available at onUp.com and 
optimized for mobile users. 
The onUp website is the 
heart of the onUp move-
ment that SunTrust sparked 
to help millions of Ameri-
cans take steps toward fi-
nancial confidence.

Survey Methodology:  
The survey was conducted 
online within the United 
States by Harris Poll on be-
half of SunTrust Banks, Inc. 
from Oct. 3-5, 2017, among 
2,185 U.S. adults ages 18 
and up, among whom 1,986 
spend money on something 
specifically related to the 
holidays. This online survey 
is not based on a probabili-
ty sample and therefore no 
estimate of theoretical sam-
pling error can be calculat-
ed.

SOURCE SunTrust Banks, Inc.

Enjoying Arbor Day, people work together to plant a Texas red oak.  /Photo by Tricia Sims


