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Golf classic raises funds for The First Tee
PGA Tour in 1967 and was named
Rookie of the Year by Golf Digest.
Throughout his career, he won 29
times on the PGA Tour.
“The First Tee is about getting

Guinness World Record broken
for world’s largest beach balls
Provided by Jacqi Moore
It may be hundreds of miles to
the nearest ocean, but that didn’t
stop Dallas from taking part in setting the Guinness World Record for
the largest inflatable beach balls,
which bounced its way into the
record book at last Sunday on a
downtown Dallas street.
Measuring 36 feet in diameter
and built entirely of beach ball plastic, the three giant spheres were
dropped from the top of a building
at the corner of Elm and Akard
streets and into the intersection,
where they bounced along aided
by thousands of hands held high
to help keep them in the air. The
balls are as tall as the Flying Red
Horse Pegasus on top of the Magnolia Building downtown.
The record – which is based
on volume – was set at 22,449 cubic feet of air and authenticated by
Guinness World Record Adjudicator Danny Girton, Jr. That is
enough to fill the cargo holds of 16
Boeing 737-400s.
“We see a lot of imaginative
items created for inclusion in the
Guinness World Records Book, and
this beach ball is equally remarkSee BEACH, Page 15

Having a ball, people gather in downtown Dallas to play with the
world’s largest inflatable beach ball.

these kids who are never going to
have a chance to play,” Trevino
said. “There were more Black players on the tour when I was out there
in the late 60’s and early 70’s than
we have now. The reason for that is
simply because when we came up
through the 40’s and the 50’s caddying, a country club had 60, 70, 80
caddies. The majority of them were
Mexican or Black. There were very
few Whites. That is where we
learned to play the game. That is
how we were exposed to golf, and
we had a chance to play the game.”
While mowing a fairway,
Trevino’s boss asked him a question that changed his life.
“He leaned on the tractor and
said, ‘Is this what you are going to
do the rest of your life? Mow
grass?’
“At that time, I was 20 and out
of the Marine Corps. I wasn’t thinking about tomorrow. I was thinking
about what I was going to do tonight,” Trevino said.
“He told me, ‘If you practice,
and you practice hard enough you
could probably play for money
some day.’”
Joining the PGA Tour gave
Trevino a variety of interesting experiences.
“The first time I went to
Westchester, which was in 1967, all
the boys, you know the boys with

ceive scholarships. Perhaps the
greatest public spectacle of community pride occurs as graduating
students march down the isle in
caps and gowns to receive their diplomas.
Unfortunately, despite financial investment, corporate partnerships, a cornucopia of opportunities for students with every type of
special circumstance, mentors, after school programs, and the best
efforts of teacher and counselors,
some students falter and fail to
See TOUGH, Page 6
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sional lives to supporting public
education.
Annually Irving students reflect their educational gains back
to the community when they compete in and win national competitions, put on concerts and plays,
participate in art shows, compete
in sports, create projects for the
Technology Fair, are invited to leadership forums and represent Irving
to other communities. Every year
breakfasts, steak dinners, receptions and presentation ceremonies
honor Irving’s most accomplished
and tenacious students as they re-

See KIDS, Page 10
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Everyone loses when students dropout
By Jess Paniszczyn
One of the great American
myths states public education is
free. Simply because parents and
students are not charged at the
door does not mean there is anything free about public education.
People who own property pay taxes
to support education. However,
everyone who rents an apartment
or house, and anyone who buys
goods from a retail outlet pays their
part through fees and price increases for public education. In
addition to money, millions of
people have dedicated their profes-

the black limos, picked me up and
took me to Harrison, NY for the
greatest spaghetti dinner ‘you have
ever eaten in your life.’ It was fabulous. I had never eaten Italian food
before,” Trevino said.
“I’ll never forget the owner of
this restaurant. He looked at me and
said, ‘Hey, buddy. How did you like
the spaghetti?’
“I said, ‘I really don’t like spaghetti that much.’
“He said, ‘I never heard of an
Italian who didn’t like spaghetti.’
“I said, ‘I’m not Italian, I’m
Mexican.’
“He said, ‘Don’t tell anybody.’”
Trevino’s takes his career very
seriously.
“My whole 42 year career in
professional golf has been business. I have never done much for
pleasure. I have traveled all over
the world for 42 years, and I have
never seen anything. The only
thing I have ever seen is the hotel,
the golf course and the airport.
“I took my wife for our 25th anniversary to Rome. I had the most
enjoyable eight days I have ever
had in my entire life. I spent more
than I made from all six Majors. It
was beautiful. But it was the first
time I got to see something,”
Trevino said.

PERMIT #12

addition to raising money for The
First Tee, participants were entertained by featured guests Lee
Trevino and Pat Summerall.
Trevino began playing on the

PENDING
PERIODICALS
POSTAGE PAID
IRVING TEXAS

By Jess Paniszczyn
The First Tee of Dallas hosted
its 6th Annual Corporate Golf Classic and Dinner Gala at the Las
Colinas Country Club on Oct. 8. In
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POLICE & FIRE
Apartment Fire:
10-24-08 at 1:30 p.m. A
fire in the Clarendon
Apartments is believed to have started
in the attic of the apartment building. Residents were displaced from
eight units. There were no injuries.
Apartment management responded
and found temporary housing for
all who were displaced.
Bank Robbery/Arrest:
10-24-08 at 9:30 a.m. A male walked
into the Comerica Bank, 301 W. Irving Blvd., and demanded money
from the teller. His actions indicated
he had a weapon, but never displayed one. The suspect fled the

scene in a Black Stretch Limo. No
Injuries CID, ID, and FBI notified.
Aggravated Robbery:
10-25-08 at 5:31 p.m. A male came
into Ashley’s Salon, 706 N.
MacArthur, and demanded money
from the only employee present.
The suspect had some sort of long
barrel weapon inside the leg of his
pants. The suspect fled on foot
from the location. There were no
injuries.
Apartment Fire:
10-25-08 at 11:00 p.m. The fire displaced residents from five units of
the Champions of Valley Ranch
Apartments. There were no injuries,

I LIVE HERE IN IRVING…
and I’m against retail sales of beer,
wine and malt liquor in our city
…because I don’t want my tax
money spent on the extra police officers, code enforcement officers and
sanitation collectors that will be necessary to address underage drinking,
public intoxication, and beer cans and
malt liquor bottles in our parks and
neighborhoods.
So don’t be misinformed
outside the polls on Nov. 4 by
paid promoters who don’t even live in Irving! VOTE AGAINST THE
RETAIL SALE OF BEER, WINE AND MALT LIQUOR.

First get the facts at www.IrvingFirst.org.
Pd.pol.Advt. IrvingFirst, Randy Boatright, Treasurer, Irving PO box 75038

Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking
All You Can Eat Food Bar After 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters Selection

“Where
Where Irving Meets & Eats”
425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor
BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

For Take Out Call

(972) 253-7335

SPECIALS
EVERY
DAY!

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Serving Irving For Over 35 Years
Visit Our Other Locations at
5912 Denton Hwy., Watauga, TX

Metro (817) 498-7079
And our new location at
310 Mitchell Rd., Mansfield, TX

Metro (817) 477-3383

apartment management responded
and found temporary housing for
all who were displaced. IFD is continuing the investigation.
Major Accident / Intoxication Assault:
10-26-08 at 5:15 p.m. A major accident occurred at Nursery and Edith.
The occupants of the number one
vehicle fled south on Nursery. Four
occupants of the number two vehicle were transport to PMH/
Children’s with Class B injuries. A
victim from the number two vehicle
was identified as having a ruptured
spleen and underwent surgery. The
driver of the number one vehicle
was located approx. 15 minutes after the crash in an apartment a few
blocks away. The driver was found
to be intoxicated, arrested and
transported to jail.
Auto Theft Report:
10-27-08 at 2:45 p.m. Two suspects
went to CarMax trying to sell a
vehicle. An employee of CarMax
thought the people were acting suspicious and called IPD. Officer
Peniston arrived and determined
the car was reported stolen out of
Houston. Two arrests were made.
Aggravated Robbery:
10-27-08 at 4:00 p.m. The complainant was standing at the corner of
Alden and Grauwyler at the bus
stop waiting for Dart. She had two
older children along with two small
babies in a stroller. She was approached by two male suspects.
One tried to distract her by talking
and putting a cell phone up to her
face while the other suspect lifted
up one of her babies from the
stroller and grabbed her purse lying underneath. When she tried to
stop him, he waived a knife at her.
The two suspects took the purse
and ran off w/b towards the Highland Village Apartments.

Irving Fire Department
Activity summary Oct. 23 - 29, 2008
Irving Fire Department responded to 253 incidents.

The Fire incidents
82 Miscellaneous Fire
and Rescue Calls
7 Structure Fires
1 Special Operations
1 Vehicle Fires

Medical calls
26
67
9
25
23
12

Major Accidents
Major Medical
Heart Attacks
Difficulty Breathing
Trauma Related
CPR Situations

Comments:
10-24-08 At 1:33 p.m. The Irving Fire Department responded to a

reported structure fire in the Claredon Apartments, 3822 N.
Beltline. First arriving emergency personnel were on-scene
at 1:39 p.m. with a total of two alarms responding. The number of fire companies and/or major apparatus used to control
this incident totaled eight. The companies responding were:
E6, E4, E2, T7, M7, T9, B2. Thirty fire fighters and four Chief
Officers were utilized in bringing the emergency under control. There were no injuries at this emergency.
Robbery:
10-29-08 at 3:00 a.m. Officers responded to a call from Hurst PD
where three subjects were in custody for burglary of a motor vehicle
and traffic offences. During their
investigation they found an Irving
complainant’s wallet. IPD officers
checked on the status of the complainant. The police found the complainant had been robbed earlier at
gunpoint as he went to his vehicle
in the Westwood Village apartment
complex’ parking lot. Hurst was
notified that our CID investigators
will follow up. Suspects matched

description as given by the complainant.
Robbery:
10-29-08 at 3:51 a.m. The complainant stated a male suspect wearing a
green jacket; green pants and a
goatee entered the business. The
suspect said he had a gun and took
their cash. Officers checking area
came across the suspect as he had
run out of gas en-route to his
home. Officers noticed the similarity, consent to search was given and
officers found evidence of the robbery in his vehicle.

Assault:
10-28-08 at 7:43 p.m. The complainant said that a subject attempted to
attack her while she was walking
her dog. She sprayed pepper spray
towards the subject and he fled into
the apartment complex. A perimeter
was set but the subject was not located.
Robbery:
10-28-08 at 7:10 p.m. The complainant said while working at the Chevron service station, 1901 E Union
Bower, a male, suspect approached
the counter. The suspect acted as
if he had a weapon, putting his
hand behind his back demanding
money. The complainant gave the
suspect money from register and
was then told to get in the closet.
The suspect left with three other
males.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
November 1 from 7:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Food Drive at Joe’s - Benefiting the
Baptist Benevolent Ministries of Irving 7:30 a.m. – 2 p.m. at Joe’s Family
Dining, 425 W. Irving Blvd, Irving.
Participate by bringing non-perishable
items to fill the trailer.
November 1 from 8am - 3pm
Fall Garage Sale - The DFW Humane Society will hold their last garage
sale of the year 8am - 3pm. Outside its
building at 1611 West Irving Blvd, Irving. All proceeds directly benefit the
care of the shelter pets awaiting new
homes.
November 1 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Pet Vaccination Clinic - Animal Services will host a free vaccination clinic
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Running Bear
Park, 2601 S. Story Road. Dogs are
eligible to receive DHLPP, bordetella
and rabies vaccinations, while cats are
eligible for FVRCP and rabies
vaccinations. Pets younger than four
months of age are not eligible to receive the rabies vaccine. Microchips
also will be available for $10 per pet.
The event is limited to the first 500
cats or dogs owned by Irving residents,
with a limit of four pets per household. For more information, call 972721-2256.
November 1 at 6 p.m.
An Evening of Gospel - Join the Irving Black Arts Council in conjunction
with Buckner International for an
evening of praise and worship at 6 p.m.
in the Carpenter Performance Hall.
Hosted by Christina Sims of KVTT.
An Evening of Gospel features local
choirs, youth solo and jazz artists,
mimes and dance. $10-15, 972-2522787
for
tickets.
www.irvingartscenter.com.
November 1
Pet Registration Guidelines Changes to pet registration guidelines
effective Nov. 1:
Three-year registration cycle
available if pet has three-year rabies
vaccination.
Residents 65 years of age and
older and/or disabled residents are exempt from pet registration fees.
Citation: fine set at $25, plus $58
in court fees.
A reduced fee is offered to owners who microchip and/or have their
pets altered.
$5 – Mirochipped pet
$10 – Non-microchipped; spayed or
neutered

$15 – Non-microchipped; not spayed
or neutered
All dogs and cats over the age of 4
months must be registered by mail. For
a registration application, visit the Irving Animal Shelter at 100 N. Briery
Road, or download the form online at
www.petdata.com. A current rabies
vaccination certificate from any Texas
veterinarian is required for registration.
For more information, call Animal Services at 972-721-2256 or visit
www.cityofirving.org.

November 1
Food Drive at Joe’s
Benefiting the Baptist Benevolent
Ministries of Irving
7:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.
at Joe’s Family
Dining, 425 W.
Irving Blvd, Irving.
Participate by
bringing non-perishable items to fill
the trailer.
November 2
Heritage House - Visit the Irving Heritage House at 303 South O’Connor
between 3pm and 5pm. Admission is
free and docent led tours are available
at 3pm and 4pm. Built in 1912 by C.P.
Schulze, brother of Irving’s co-founder
J.O. Schulze, the Heritage House is a
restored pioneer home and is a Recorded Texas State Historical Landmark. For information, call 972-2523838 or visit the web site
www.irvingheritage.com.
November 2 at 6:30 p.m.
Pray for Election - “Pray for Election
2008” First United Methodist Church,
211 W. Third in the Worship Center,
6:30 p.m. All of the community of
Irving is invited.
November 3 from 10:30am - noon
Meals on Wheels - The Visiting Nurse
Association needs Meals on Wheels
volunteer drivers in the Irving area who
want to help the homebound frail elderly, sick, and disabled. Meals on
Wheels volunteer training will take
place from 10:30 a.m. until noon at the

Visiting Nurse Association’s headquarters building, The Patrick and Beatrice
Haggerty Center, located at
1440 W. Mockingbird Lane in Dallas.
There is no cost to attend. For additional information, contact Betsy Cox,
VNA Director of Volunteers, at 214689-2210 or coxbe@vnatexas.org.
November 3 at 7:30pm
Grieving - “Being Thankful While
Grieving” is the discussion for Grief
Support at 7:30 p.m. in the Hill Room/
Family Life Center, Holy Family
Catholic Church, 2323 Cheyenne
Street, Irving. As Thanksgiving approaches, join us as we thank God for
the gift of our loved ones who have
died. Their presence, our relationship
with them and the memories are gifts
for which we are grateful. Join us as
we discuss how gratitude can assist our
healing.
November 5 from noon - 1pm
Weight Loss Surgery Seminar Baylor Medical Center at Irving will
hold a free weight loss surgery seminar, from noon to 1 p.m., at the Howard
Center at Baylor Irving, 1901 N.
MacArthur Blvd. in Irving. The seminar will focus on weight loss surgery
options available at Baylor Irving. To
register, or for more information, call
972-579-4446.
November 6 from 6:00pm – 7:30pm
Centennial Celebration - The Christian Science Reading Room at 2250 W.
Pioneer Dr is hosting a centennial celebration of The Christian Science Monitor. The public is invited to view and/
or participate in the first of 5 live video
web casts from 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm.
November 7 at 6:30pm
Fellowship, Movie, Dinner - Everyone and Anyone is welcome 6:30 pm
at The Salvation Army in Irving, 250
E. Grauwyler Road, Irving. Door prizes
will be given. Please feel free to contact Jackie 972-438-6553 for information or reservations.
November 7-8 from 11am-2pm
Country Kitchen and Shopping Come have lunch and shop 11a-2p at
St. Marks Episcopal Church, 516 S.
O’Connor Road, Irving. Homemade
soups and sandwiches, paninis too.
Best lunch around $10 Shop for baked
goods, Christmas and crafts, live plants
and let the kids shop at a children’s
table. All proceeds benefit the Outreach
Ministries of St. Mark’s Episcopal
Church

November 7-8
Thomas More Trial - The Center for
Thomas More Studies at the University of Dallas will hold an international
conference titled “Thomas More on
Trial: Law and Conscience in More’s
Last Letters and Trial Accounts” on
the University’s campus in Irving
(1845 E. Northgate Dr.). The Conference will provide participants an opportunity to study and discuss the last
works and trial of Thomas More, especially as they relate to the many issues of literature, history, philosophy,
law and statesmanship. This year the
conference will feature a number of
nationally and internationally renowned
speakers. For more information or to

register,
go
to:
w w w. t h o m a s m o re s t u d i e s . o r g /
conference.html or call 972-2655741.

HOLIDAY
BAZAAR & CRAFT FAIR!
ST. LUKES CHURCH
202 S. MACARTHUR, IRVING
NOV 8 ~ 12PM TO 8PM
NOV 9~8:30AM TO 4:30PM
Gifts, Crafts, Food
Fun & Much, Much More!
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OPINION
Letter to the Editor:
And now for the rest of the
story…
In last weekend’s, Rambler, staff
writer, Jess Paniszczyn, reported on
the alcohol referendum and some of the
changes being made by the City Council should this measure pass.
As Paul Harvey would say, “And
now for the rest of the story.” The
truth is, the City Council can do very

little to protect Irving from the negative impact of retail alcohol sales. Proponents would like you to believe there
will be no negative impact. If this were
true, the City Council would not be
trying to figure out ways in which to
try and protect Central and South Irving!
There are already over 161 retail
establishments in Irving that would be
able to sell malt liquor, beer, and wine.

The City Council can do nothing about
all of those establishments. If an establishment is zoned for retail, state
law overrides anything a city can do
and that establishment, whether it’s
right next to your home, our cities
parks, or a day care center, can sell
alcohol. Another bit of information not
printed in this article is that per the
TABC, children as young as 13 years
of age can sell alcohol! The City Council can do nothing about this.
The article mentions the downtown McDougal project. I would like
to point out to voters of Irving, that
the City has already invested over 40
million dollars into this redevelopment.
I think we all need to stop and think
about the ramifications of malt liquor,
beer, and wine to this project. This area
is right on the DART line. At the
present, Irving does not have a problem with panhandling. However, If We
Sell “IT”, they will come! The City
Council can do nothing to protect us
from this.
I want to encourage all voters to
please go to the polls on November 4th
and vote AGAINST retail sales of alcohol in Irving. Our entire city is depending on your vote. Please go to the
bottom of your ballot and make the
right choice.
Karen Harmon
A Life Long resident of Irving, TX

Letter to the Editor:
For many reasons, I am disappointed in the “city leader” letter recently sent by Irving First listing many
of our city and school officials asking
people to vote against the beer wine
referendum.
First, I am disappointed these

leaders have allowed their name to be
used by an organization that has unfairly targeted many South and Central Irving businesses for closure—businesses predominately owned by those
of Middle Eastern, Asian American,
Hispanic or African American decent.
Irving First’s leadership condemned
these retail stores (not just neighborhood convenience stores) but their list
included our grocery stores like Kroger
and Wal-Mart, dollar stores,
pharmacy’s—any retail store that
might sell beer/wine if approved by
voters. But they didn’t stop there,
they demanded three stores be closed
right now—stores that don’t sell alcohol—but they are all on the South side
of Irving. And those doing the condemning—live in Las Colinas.
I would expect my city leaders to
defend and support Irving businesses,
not be used as pawns to attack them.
I am disappointed that even
though they were invited, none of these
city leaders came to hear Texas Economist Ray Perryman, when he came to
Irving, and said that Irving is losing to
our neighbor cities as much as $115
million in annual sales, 1200 jobs and
over $2.8 million in sales tax revenue.
They can point to the future development and tax revenue for the Cowboy
stadium redevelopment—but that is 35 years away before we even break even
with the tax revenue we are going to
lose next year.
I’m disappointed the same city leaders who voted to enforce a 300 foot
ban on alcohol sales near schools,
churches and hospitals, and banned
beer barns completely, remained silent
as Irving First continued to mislead our
citizens by saying the city has no
power to regulate alcohol sales.
I’m disappointed that our city leaders
never explained why our sales tax rev-

enue has only increased 2% since we
voted down beer/wine sales, while Garland, Coppell, Richardson, Grand Prairie and the 38 Metroplex cities that
have legalized beer/wine sales have seen
their sales tax increase over 28%? And
in the same breath, why, even after
Irving’s crime rate dropped significantly last year, Irving, Mesquite and
Lancaster (three cities voting ‘no’)
have crime rates overwhelmingly higher
than the “wet” cities—again contradicting the opposition claims that alcohol sales equals increase in crime?
Finally, I’m disappointed our city leaders don’t have enough faith in Central
and South Irving residents to legally
purchase beer and wine and still be law
abiding and responsible businesses.
This election is simple. The vast majority of Irving residents drink alcohol
and do so responsibly. They just didn’t
purchase it here. We want to keep those
tax dollars in Irving and use that money
to help create jobs, increase the tax revenue to replace the Cowboys and encourage more development—especially
in South Irving. We ask you to vote
“For” Irving and vote “For” the legal
sale of beer and wine.
John Watson
Treasurer, Irving C.A.N.
Irving Citizen Action Network

Dear Irving Residents:
As a six year member of the Irving Planning and Zoning Commission,
I want to applaud Steve Reed and the
City Staff for doing what little could
be done to help mitigate the negative
impacts of alcohol sales in the event
that our citizens vote for the retail sale
of beer, wine and malt liquor on November 4th.

The Irving Rambler

214-675-6493

October 30., 2008

I LIVE HERE IN IRVING…

OPINION
It is unfortunate that State law
actually prevents cities from taking the
steps necessary to protect their citizens from a proliferation of alcohol
outlets near residential areas, parks, day
care centers, and retirement centers. It
is unfortunate that alcohol outlets can
be as close as 300 feet from schools,
churches and hospitals. For churches
and hospitals, the measurement is from
front door to front door, not property
line property line.
In a memorandum written to our
City Council in 2004, our City Attorney, Charles Anderson, stated in no uncertain terms that state law prevented
our City from enacting ordinances that
would:
Require a zoning case as a prerequisite to sell alcoholic beverages;
Require overlay districts as a prerequisite to sell alcoholic beverages;
Only allow the sale of alcoholic
beverages in commercially zoned districts located adjacent to S.H. 183, S.H.
114, Loop 12, Interstate 35, 635 and
toll road 161;
Require any distance between retail
sales of alcoholic-beverages and residential uses;
Require any distance between retail
sales and day care centers;
Limit sales only to grocery stores; or
Require reports of sales of off-premises
alcohol.
The City has adopted a ban on
“drive through the middle of the building” beer barns but State law prevents
banning drive up “beer porches” or
“beer windows”. Mr. Anderson concluded in his memo that “the City is
prevented from enacting other regulations narrowly applicable to alcoholicbeverage establishments, because the
State of Texas, by retaining for itself
the power to pass such regulations, has
preempted cities from doing so.” Last

week at the League of Women Voter’s
debate on this issue we learned from a
representative from the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission that if Irving votes yes, children as young as thirteen years of age would be allowed to
sell beer, wine and malt liquor from
retail establishments.
It is critical for our citizens to understand that the recently adopted ordinance referenced in last week’s Rambler applies only to new convenience
stores that come into Irving after the
election and to existing convenience
stores that make significant expansion
or renovations efforts which are greater
than 30% of the value of the business.
Whether the ordinance will deter new
retail alcohol outlets is uncertain, but
what is certain is that the ordinance
does nothing to address the over 160
existing retail outlets – convenience
stores, gas stations, dollar stores and
grocery stores – that will be able to sell
beer, wine and malt liquor if Irving
votes yes. Further, existing convenience
stores and gas stations are unlikely to
spend money to significantly expand
or improve their business so as to avoid
having to comply with the new ordinance. As a result, Irving is left with
older run down convenience stores to
go with our older run down apartment
complexes. Alternatively, existing convenience stores that choose to expand
or improve their business could do so
by making small improvements or expansions each year so as to avoid improvements that will trigger the “30%
of current value” provisions of the ordinance.
It should be noted that one of the
stated purposes of the new ordinance
was to “mitigate potential harmful effects of alcoholic beverage sales for offpremise consumption.” The concern
expressed by our City leaders is right
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on target. Unfortunately, the State has
not given our City leaders the tools
they need to continue to maintain
Irving’s quality of life in the event our
citizens vote yes. Until our State laws
are changed, the only way to protect
our city from a proliferation of alcohol
outlets next to our parks, homes, day
care centers, and retirement centers,
from panhandlers like we see in Dallas
on Northwest Highway, from increased
crime and from underage alcohol purchases is for our citizens to vote against
the retail sale of beer, wine and malt
liquor.
Sincerely,
Mark Dyer

and I’m against retail sales of beer,
wine and malt liquor in our city
… because I resent out-of-state
companies paying over $300,000 to
get this referendum on the ballot
three times so that they can get
huge profits while my neighborhood
gets the problems.
So don’t be misinformed outside the
polls on Nov. 4 by paid promoters who
don’t even live in Irving! VOTE
AGAINST THE RETAIL SALE OF
BEER, WINE AND MALT LIQUOR.

First get the facts at www.IrvingFirst.org.
Pd.pol.Advt. IrvingFirst, Randy Boatright, Treasurer, Irving PO box 75038

Letter to the Editor:
My name is Sean Hooda and I own
a convenience store in South Irving. I
attended the League of Women Voters
forum on Oct. 21 at City Hall and was
outraged at the comments made by
Mark Dyer, the panelist representing
Irving First, the group opposing the
beer and wine referendum.
Irving First has been using a list
of 161 retail locations they say will be
bad companies, irresponsible, not
wanted if beer and wine sales are permitted. They used this tactic in 2006
and again in 2008. They even mention
it in a letter supposedly signed by city
council and school board members.
While they hold up the list at
events, they have yet to release the list
to the public and do you want to know
why? Because they don’t tell you this
“target list” includes your neighborhood grocery stores, convenience

KINGDOM SENIOR SOLUTIONS

469-713-1862
OPEN ENROLLMENT
NOVEMBER 15TH – DECEMBER. 31ST
CALL FOR APPOINTMENT NOW
Qualified Medicare Supplements
Medicare Advantage Plans
PART D Prescription Drug Plans
1400 W. Irving Blvd. Ste., 201
Irving, TX. 75061

Joan Black Van Zandt

WORSHIP

See OPINIONS, Page 7

Church of Christ

Southern Baptist

North Irving Church of Christ
727 Metker St. Irving, Texas 75062
972.252.9981
Sundays Bible Study - 9:00 a.m.
Worship - 10:00 a.m. 5:00 p.m.
Wednesdays Bible Study – 7:00 p.m.

Pioneer Drive Baptist Church
4034 W. Pioneer Drive
Irving, Texas 75061
972.790.8828
www.pdbcirving.com
Sundays Traditional Worship
11:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study/Prayer Meeting
7:00 p.m.

Disciples of Christ
First Christian Church
210 E. 6th Street, Irving 75060
972.579.0911
www.fccirving.org
Sundays
Bible Study for all ages - 9:30am
Traditional Worship - 10:45am

Independent Bible
Berean Memorial Church
1000 E. Sixth Street, Irving 75060
972.438.1440
www.bereanmemorialchurch.org
Sundays 10:45 a.m. 6:30 p.m
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Word of God Christian Fellowship
Meeting at Plymouth Park Baptist
Church
1714 N. Story Rd., Irving 75061
Fellowship Center FH 103
214.404.1899
www.wordofgodchristianfellowship.com
Sundays 4:00 p.m.
Tuesdays 7:00 p.m.

United Methodist
First United Methodist Church
211 W. Third St, Irving 75060
972.253.3531
www.fumcirving.org
Sundays 10:30am Sanctuary
6:30pm Chapel
Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church
1615 W Airport Frwy, Irving 75062
(North side of Hwy 183 between
MacArthur & Story)
972.255.4185
www.ppumc.org
Sundays 8:30, 9:15 & 11:00am

The Irving Rambler provides a WORSHIP section to bring people of
similar beliefs together. The Irving Rambler does not accept submission of a
listing as a commitment to publish. Publication of a listing does not create an
obligation to continue publishing. The Irving Rambler reserves the right to
refuse to publish any listing for any reason. Any listing promoting hate
groups, or including inappropriate material will not be published. E-mail
addresses will only be published if included in the copy of your listing.
Listings may include your religious organization’s name, address, telephone number, website url & meeting times.

LISTING PRICES
Up to 6 months

$8.30

From 6 months to one year $7.47

To purchase WORSHIP section listing
call 214-675-9445.
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I LIVE HERE IN IRVING…
and I’m against retail sales of beer,
wine and malt liquor in our city
...because it would force our city to allow
beer and malt liquor not just in grocery
stores, but in dollar stores, gas stations,
drug stores and convenience stores—
and we don’t need the cost, crime, and
trouble this would bring. Even more
troubling is the fact that state law allows
children as young as 13 to sell alcohol
at these retail outlets.
So don’t be misinformed outside
the polls on Nov. 4 by paid promoters
who don’t even live in Irving! VOTE
AGAINST THE RETAIL SALE OF BEER,
WINE AND MALT LIQUOR.

First get the facts at www.IrvingFirst.org.

Pd.pol.Advt. IrvingFirst, Randy Boatright, Treasurer, Irving PO box 75038

www.irvingrambler.com

The Irving Rambler

Tough issues surround
kids leaving school
Continued from page 1

graduate. These silent few go forward unprepared to face the unkind
realities of our society.
Owen DeWitt, co-chair of the
Educational Board for the Chamber
of Commerce and former school
board member, feels cultural issues
play a large part in students’ decisions to leave school.
“Dropouts are a pretty tough
issue,” DeWitt said. “In Irving with
our population being largely, especially in south Irving, Hispanic now,
the culture of the first generation
Hispanics tries to get their individuals out working and making the
American dream as fast as they can.
The oversight of that is until the
second generation, they don’t realize how important education is.
“If you look at the statistics,
the second generation Hispanics
typically go on and finish school
and many of them go on to higher
education, which is fabulous. But
it is a difficult transition to become
acclimated into our system. A lot of
our dropout issues are related to
that transition.
“There are also still a pretty
good percentage of young ladies
who find themselves with child who
don’t know how to handle it.”
Offering engaging courses and
alternative education may decrease
the dropout rate.
“Eliminating dropouts is a difficult challenge. A lot of it is educating parents. A lot of it is embracing the students in the schools and
challenging them in new ways. Offering opportunities for work-study
has been brought back up and is
being pushed forward. I love votech opportunities, because not
everybody is made out to be a doctor or a lawyer.
“Education is what America is
about and the opportunities there.
The community suffers when we
are not focused on everybody being knowledgeable and educated,
because it makes individuals better
consumers, better employees, and
better voters,” he said.
Anxiety, loneliness, and a
sense of not belonging can lead
some students to leave school.
“Every child goes through periods of time, even if they are in a
popular crowd, when they feel they
don’t belong. Part of that is just the
transition of years. Part of it is our
culture. We are always trying to put
people on pedestals rather than
embracing everybody. I think you
will see a continual change in
America towards a better embracement. We all need to hope. We all
need to dream. And we need to do
a better job of it,” DeWitt said.
Irving schools offer a number
of programs to help students who
have fallen behind to earn course
credits and continue learning with
their peers, according to Lane
Ladewig, Division Director of Campus Operations for Irving ISD.
“From the ninth to the tenth
grade, we see the biggest number
of kids who don’t make enough
credits to become a sophomore.
Those kids have to repeat some of
the courses in the ninth grade. The
ninth grade year seems to be the
most difficult time with the adjustment to high school and earning
credits. It seems to be more of a
challenge,” Ladewig said. “Once

they make it through the sophomore and junior year, most students
will complete high school.
“We spend a lot of time and a
lot of energy with our high schools
trying to keep kids in school. They
can earn credits through summer
school, so they can keep up. We
find that once they get behind in
that ninth grade year, they become
discouraged the situation snowballs. They seem to have problems
earning enough credits to get
through, and eventually they dropout or leave. We have our challenge, but ours is no different than
anyone else’s.”
Reporting methods for dropout rates vary widely. The TEA currently reports a completion rate for
schools.
“The high schools’ accountability system now judges the
completion rate, or the graduation
rate, not the dropout rate necessarily. We have to take kids from the
first year they enter the ninth grade,
and get them graduated in four
years; or they continue for a fifth
year.
“The last class the state has
all the data on is 2007. All of our
students’ completion rate in 2007
was 90%. That sounds real good.
But you look at some of the subgroups, and their completion rate
is lower.
“The completion rate is made
up of the students who finished
high school in four years, or they
are continuing for a fifth year. It
doesn’t mean we had 90 percent
graduate in their fourth year. The
kids we graduated, plus the ones
we kept in school for an extra year
was 90 percent. That can be somewhat deceiving, because all those
kids may not graduate even after
the fifth year,” he said.
“We do a good job of offering
students ways to continue for a
fifth year. We have a person at each
campus who is dedicated to finding kids who are no shows and kids
who have dropped out. These
people try to get kids back into
school and give them an opportunity to graduate.
“The law is they must be in
school until they are 18 years old.
There is a compulsory attendance
law. We file charges on families and
kids quite a bit for excessive ab-

sences. We want these kids back in
school. The schools offer them
computerized course recovery options. They can attend the alternative high school, Union Bower.
There are a lot of things we offer to
give kids their last, best chance to
finish high school. Counselors are
available to discuss the options to
help kids catch up course credits
and graduate. Parents don’t realize
the number of options that are available. The kids don’t know either,
and they are right there on campus.”
Even though every effort is
made by the school district, some
students still choose to dropout.
“We do what we can, but kids
still dropout. Some kids have to go
to work, because the family needs
money. Some kids become disenfranchised with the system. Some
kids decide school is not for them,”
Ladewig said.
“When kids who don’t complete high school, their job level,
earning power, and ability to get a
good job are all affected. Most kids
without a high school degree
struggle. They can’t get good jobs,
the low wages they earn, not going
on to college, all put them behind
in the society.
Every day the Irving ISD rises
to the challenge of teaching all children.
“Irving is mainly economically
disadvantaged. The percentage of
kids considered economically disadvantaged is determined by how
many kids are on free or reduced
lunch. That is about 72 percent of
IISD’s population. A teacher with
20 kids in a class will have about 14
who are economically disadvantaged.
“You won’t find any districts
in Dallas County that has a higher
percentage of limited English speaking students and economically disadvantaged students than Irving.
We have a bigger challenge, so I
will toot Irving’s horn every day.
Our percentages of completion rate
and scores, compared with everyone else is great because of the
nature of our clientele is challenging to educate,” he said.
To see how Irving schools are
ranked and compare those schools
with schools in other Texas districts, visit www.tea.state.tx.us.
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and still have a strong and productive
community. I urge you to vote “For”
the beer and wine referendum and demand the City spend the increase in
sales and property tax revenues in

South Irving—rebuilding our roads,
building new schools and creating
jobs—in South Irving.
Sean Hooda
A Proud South Irving Businessman

OPINION
Continued from page 5
cstores, dollar stores, pharmacies. All
those places you currently shop.
Yes your locally owned stores,
that creates jobs in your neighborhood,
pays taxes to the school district and
city, creates millions of dollars in sales
tax—that is who is on the list. That is
who Irving First wants closed—but not
just because of alcohol.
At the forum, when pressed to reveal
the list and say by name stores he
would close—he named three stores—
that he wanted closed——-not after
the election—but now.
He didn’t even want to wait until the
alcohol election was over, he wanted

to close the Tick Tock on Pioneer, Mr.
K’s Food Mart and NK Grocery on
West 6TH. I know the owner of Tick
Tock and he is a good family man and
proud to own a business in South Irving and he was surprised and offended
that he had been targeted, because no
one has ever come to him with reasons
why he is a bad business for the community. Dyer wanted them closed
now—and what do these businesses
all have in common? They are owned
by minorities and they are all South
Irving businesses. Where does Mr.
Dyer live—Las Colinas—and it should
be noted, he didn’t mention even one
north Irving location he would close.

When we challenged him on this he said
we were “race baiting”.
This is a message to Central and South
Irving Businesses: If you want to keep
your local stores—neighborhood jobs
and support your locally owned taxpaying businesses—then say no to
those who target your neighborhoods
and in the next city and school board
elections—ask your elected officials
why they didn’t stand up for you—
ask them where they stood on this issue—why didn’t they speak out?.
Send a strong message to our city leaders and tell them Central and South Irving are responsible and good citizens
and yes we can support beer/wine sales

Send us your letters
The Letters to the Editor section is devoted to giving the people of Irving
a voice. The Irving Rambler needs your input, letters, comments – good as
well as bad, and opinions. This section can only be successful with your
support. Whenever possible, people holding contrary views of a subject will
be allowed to respond to critical letters. Letters including profanity will not be
considered. Email: Irving@IrvingRambler.com
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I LIVE HERE IN IRVING…
and I’m against retail sales of beer,
wine and malt liquor in our city
…because I don’t want my tax
money spent on the extra police officers, code enforcement officers and
sanitation collectors that will be necessary to address underage drinking,
public intoxication, and beer cans and
malt liquor bottles in our parks and
neighborhoods.
So don’t be misinformed outside the polls on
Nov. 4 by paid promoters who
don’t even live in Irving!
VOTE AGAINST THE RETAIL SALE OF BEER, WINE AND MALT
LIQUOR.

www.irvingrambler.com
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Kids learn about golf and life
Continued from page 1

Former football player and
sportscaster, Pat Summerall, shared
the spotlight with Trevino.
“The First Tee is a way to expose more people to the game of
golf. It is a great game. It is a question of the clubs making themselves
available. It’s an opportunity to get
people involved,” Summerall said.
“This is our 6th annual fund
raiser golf tournament,” Pat
McMahon, the Executive Director
of The First Tee Dallas, said. “It represents about a third of our
fundraising for the entire year, so it
is a big deal for us.

“There are over 200 chapters
of The First Tee around the world.
The First Tee was started in 1997 as
a method to provide affordable access to golf courses for kids who
normally would not have access,
because it is an expensive game to
play.
“It quickly evolved into teaching kids life skills through the game
of golf. Honesty, courtesy, sportsmanship all can be demonstrated
on the golf course. It is one of the
few sports where you can be courteous and still be a good player. You
can’t do that in football or basket-

ball. Every time you play, you have
a chance to demonstrate your integrity, honesty and sportsmanship.
Clyde Henderson, a board
member for The First Tee Dallas,
believes golf can inspire kids.
“I became involved with The
First Tee because of the game of
golf and what it stands for and the
life skills. We are here to help youngsters. This program helps them to
see the light. It teaches skills that
can help them deal with the things
that are going on in their day to
day lives,” Henderson said.

First get the facts at www.IrvingFirst.org.
Pd.pol.Advt. IrvingFirst, Randy Boatright, Treasurer, Irving PO box 75038

Allison’s Clubhouse

the
have
t
We st infan
large e n t e r
c
/Las
ving
in Ir l i n a s !
Co

“The BEST In Your Child’s Care”
3425 Finley, Irving, Texas 75062

Accepting Children Ages: 6 wweeks
eeks thr
ears of age
thruu 11 yyears
Owners: David and Becky Staley
Director : Wendy Boozer

Call us:

972 258-1800

www.Allisonsclubhouse.com

1/2 off registration with this ad
SAVE 30% ON ANY ONE ITEM WITH THIS COUPON

Vitamins / Herbs / Weight Loss / Natural Foods / sports Nutrition

Celebrating 22 Years of serving Irving &
1 year anniversary at our new location
3401 W. Airport Freeway
Mon. - Sat. 9:30 - 6:00
Irving, TX 75062
972-252-1900
(Target Shopping Ctr - N.E. corner of Beltline & 183
coupon good through date 12-31-2008

Learning from a legend, junior golfers with The First Tee Dallas meet golf superstar, Lee Trevino, during
the organization’s Annual Corporate Golf Classic and Dinner Gala.

Bringing
home Gold
Twenty-six IISD schools have
received a total of 66 commendations in the annual Gold Performance Acknowledgement program
sponsored by the Texas Education
Agency.
Schools receiving performance
commendations are: Irving High
School, The Academy of IISD, Austin Middle School, Bowie Middle
School, Crockett Middle School, de
Zavala Middle School, Houston
Middle School, Lamar Middle
School, Travis Middle School,
Barton Elementary School,
Brandenburg Elementary School,
Britain Elementary School, Brown
Elementary School, Davis Elementary School, Farine Elementary
School, Gilbert Elementary School,
Good Elementary School, John
Haley Elementary School, Hanes
Elementary School, Johnston Elementary School, Keyes Elementary School, Lee Elementary
School, Schulze Elementary School,
Stipes Elementary School, Townley
Elementary School, Townsell Elementary School.
At the district level, IISD received a Gold Performance
Acknowledgement for commended
scores in social studies.
The Gold Performance
Acknowledgement system recognizes schools for high performance
on 14 different indicators other than
those used to determine accountability ratings. Indicators include
but are not limited to: reading, mathematics, writing, science, social
studies, attendance, advanced
course/dual enrollment completion,
and rigorous graduation programs.
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IRVING SPORTS
MacArthur homecoming - Another shootout at ISS
By Lotis Butchko
Both MacArthur and Cedar Hill
left their defenses at home as the
teams faced of on Oct. 24.

“Little Mo”
national
champions
The 11th annual “Little Mo” Nationals was held at the Austin Tennis Academy in Austin Oct. 18-20.
The “Little Mo” Nationals is
the only national tournament for
young players who are
8, 9, 10 and 11, and is the culmination of the yearlong “Road to the
Little Mo Nationals.” The “Little
Mo” tournaments are designed to
be fun and provide good competition for the younger player at the
sectional, regional and national
level.
The prestigious “Little Mo”
Nationals draw was made up of the
top players from across the country in eight age divisions: Boys and
Girls 8, 9, 10, and 11. The draw of 16
was comprised of the four semifinalists from each of the four
regionals. The winner of each division was crowned “Little Mo” National Champion.
Boys 11: Grayson Broadus – Irving, TX
Boys 10: William Blumberg – Greenwich, CT
Boys 9:
Noah Schachter –
Steilacoom, WA
Boys 8: Perry Gregg – Albany, CA
Sportsmanship Award: Jack Barber – La Jolla, CA
Girls 11: Carolyn Xie – San Diego,
CA
Girls 10: Sofia Kenin – Pembroke
Pines, FL
Girls 9: Ryan Peus - Santa Barbara, CA
Girls 8: Alyvia Jones – Midland,
MI
Sportsmanship Award: Karina
Traxler – Rockwall, TX
The “Road to the Little Mo
Nationals” began in the spring with
a “Little Mo” tournament held in
each of the seventeen sections.
(Approximately 1,500 youngsters
participated at the Sectional level.)
The quarterfinalists from each age
division at each Sectional advanced to one of the four “Little
Mo” Regionals held in the summer.
The semifinalists from each age division at each Regional advanced
to the “Little Mo” Nationals.
The players enjoyed a pizza
party, water slide and bounce
house on Saturday evening at the
Austin Tennis Academy.
The “Little Mo” tournaments
are sponsored by the Maureen
Connolly Brinker Tennis Foundation in memory of its tennis champion namesake, Maureen Connolly,
who was known as “Little Mo.” She
was the first woman to win the
Grand Slam in 1953 at 18 years of
age. She is still the youngest Grand
Slam champion and the only American woman.

No drive that resulted in a
touchdown was longer than five
plays in the first half as MacArthur
struck first on a 90-yard pass from
quarterback Michael Brooks to
wide receiver Johnny Haynes on
just their second play of the game.
Cedar Hill responded quickly
when on their first play quarterback
Driphus Jackson hit wide receiver
John Coleman for a 57-yard reception down to the 1-yard line and

running back Ben Molena plunged
in from the one for his first of four
touchdowns of the night.
Cedar Hill added a field goal
on their next possession and the
teams remained quiet till six minutes
were left in the half.
The next four and a half left
both defensive coordinators updating their resumes, as Haynes
scored touchdowns on 58-yard
rush, and 52-yard reception.

Sports Briefs
By Lotis Butchko
Football
Carrolton Ranchview – 7
Roosevelt -13
Roosevelt’s Brendell Webb came up big in the last week’s
game. Not only did Webb score the game winning touchdown on
a 97-yard rush with less than nine minutes remaining but he also
sealed the game with an interception with a little over a minute
left.
Ranchview (5-3) came off a bye-week and took the early lead
when running back Donvian Ingram ran for a 36-yard scamper,
but that was Ranchview’s only score of the game.
Roosevelt (5-4) played a shut down defense and ran the ball
effectively.

But Molena responded as well
with a 5-yard rushing touchdown,
and a 65-yard touchdown reception.
At half time MacArthur led 2823 and Brooks had an amazing 224
yards passing.
However in the second half the
teams looked up the word defense
and finally woke up.
MacArthur opened with the
ball and scored on a seven-play 60yard drive. In which running back
James Sims ran the ball five times
for 53-yards.
Cedar Hill tried to respond but
after an eight-play drive the team
turned the ball over on downs inside the MacArthur five.
MacArthur though thwarted

their next possession when Brooks
took a Safety.
MacArthur still leading by ten,
tried to play keep away from Cedar
Hill running the ball as often as possible.
But as hard as they tried Cedar
Hill capitalized on every opportunity including when center Ryan
Stiehler snapped the ball before
Brooks was ready leading to a Cedar Hill touchdown.
Ben Molena had the last two
touchdowns for Cedar hill and finished the game with 113-yards rushing.
MacArthur was the second
team from Irving to face Cedar Hill
on homecoming the other being Irving High, both teams lost.

FREE CLASSIFIED AD
VER
TISING
ADVER
VERTISING

In response to the current economic situation, the Irving Rambler is offering to individuals only any classified ad selling merchandise from puppy
dogs to cars at no cost! Also garage sales! Ads must adhere to a 20 word
maximum size. These ads will only be accepted through e-mail to
bobs@irvingrambler.com. No ads will be accepted over the phone. Ads
will be accepted only during October and November and will only be
allowed to run for up to three weeks.

Nimitz -14
Grand Prairie – 37
Nimitz continued their loosing ways as the winless Grand
Prairie Gophers beat them Friday night.
Nimitz (1-8) led 14-3 late in the second half but after a scoring
drive by Grand Prairie. Nimitz failed to answer and fumbled, as
linebacker Adrian Pena ran in the fumble for the go ahead score.
Grand Prairie (1-7) scored on each of their last four possessions, as they snapped a nine game loosing streak.
Volleyball
Macarthur defeated Irving three sets to zero
Cedar Hill defeated Nimitz three sets to zero

5th Annual Irving Ambucs Championship
Texas Holdem Charity poker Tournament

Friday November 7th, 2008 at 7pm
Benefiting AMBUCS Charities, AmTryke for Kids
and Scholarships for Therapists Funds
Joe Spade bets you
don’t have the guts!!!

This is a three hour tournament of skill, elimination to the last men or women standing and a one hour
final table. Prizes include WSOP & WPT Tounament Seats, 42inch HD TV, Digital Camcorder, Digital
Camera, Chip Sets and Accessories. Complete details and Tournament rules will be posted on the
website and at the event. Final prize list dependent on a full Tourament of 100 players.

When & Where:
! Friday November 7 , 2008 Convention Plaza, 315
th

East Airport Fwy, Irving, TX 75062
! Registration 6:00 p.m., Tournament 7:00 p.m. Signup online at www.irvingambucs.org today

Other sponsorships:
Named sponsorship of AmTrykes for children are available for a
donation of $250, $350, $500 & $650. Donations to the AmTryke
fund my be made securely, in any denomination, at
www.irvingambucs.org.

Cost:
!
!

Donation of $100 per person includes Evening
Festivities, Food and Drink, reserved seating in
the Texas Holdem area, and recognition as an
AmTryke Donor.
Seating is available for spectators for $10 and includes refreshments.

Every kid deserves a chance
to ride a bike
Help AMBUCS make their dreams come true

The Irving Ambucs is a 501c3 Charitable Corporation, P.O. Box 153425, Irving, TX 75015-3425. President Doug Davis, Chairman Jerry
Lotus – 972- 255-3187 or 214-616-9014 – Fax 972-252-9605 Email contact jdoug5@msn.com or rsilver214@aol.com with questions.
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Phonathon to raise funds for cancer car Store aids fire department
you receive a call during our November phonathon and you give or pledge
a gift, your donation will help us buy
this new cancer transport car.”
With the addition of this new vehicle, the Senior Van Program at Baylor
Irving needs more volunteers who are
willing to drive one of the vehicles, including the new cancer patient vehicle.
Volunteers can commit to a regular driving schedule or be added to an “as
needed” list when passenger levels are
high. Volunteers should have a good
driving record, complete a criminal background check, and be willing to take a

I LIVE HERE IN IRVING…
and I’m against retail sales of beer,
wine and malt liquor in our city
...because it would force our city
to allow beer and malt liquor not
just in grocery stores, but in dollar
stores, gas stations, drug stores and
convenience stores—and we don’t
need the cost, crime, and trouble
this would bring. Even more troubling is the fact that state law allows children as young as 13 to
sell alcohol at these retail outlets.
So don’t be misinformed outside the polls on Nov. 4 by paid promoters
who don’t even live in Irving! VOTE AGAINST THE RETAIL SALE OF BEER,
WINE AND MALT LIQUOR.

defensive driving course. Insurance
during volunteer driving time for all
volunteers is provided by Baylor Irving. Anyone interested in becoming a
driver should contact Dorothy Nance,
Volunteer Coordinator, at 972-5798149.
Each year, the Senior Van Program
helps more than 3,000 patients keep
their medical appointments. Ninety
percent of passengers are age 70 or older
and are on fixed incomes. The vans pick
up riders prior to their appointments
and bring them home immediately after, at no cost to the riders. Fuel for the
vehicles is paid for by Baylor Irving.
Individuals who do not have transportation and who want to use the service for appointments at Baylor Irving
or with a physician on the Baylor Irving medical staff should call 972-5798112 between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. on
weekdays. More information is available at www.irvinghealthcare.org.

ONLINE

Provided by Sarah White
During its upcoming fall
phonathon, the Irving Healthcare Foundation (IHF) hopes to raise $15,000 to
purchase a vehicle that will be used to
transport cancer patients to radiation
and chemotherapy appointments at
Baylor Medical Center at Irving
“There are many individuals in our
community who are not able to drive
themselves to appointments,” said IHF
President John Drake. “This vehicle
will be used to transport cancer patients – appointments that are weekly
or even daily for a series of weeks. If

First get the facts at www.IrvingFirst.org.

Read the
IrIrving
ving Rambler

Pd.pol.Advt. IrvingFirst, Randy Boatright, Treasurer, Irving PO box 75038

Playing well with others, Toys R Us manager James Messer and
mascot Geoffrey present a check for $15,000 to the Irving Fire
Department’s Chief Mario Molina and Fire Fighter Mike Harris
(blue shirt.)

OBITUARIES
BERNEICE
“BABE” FRANKLIN
Berneice
“ B a b e ”
Franklin, of Irving,
passed
away Oct. 27,
2008.
She was born
June 4, 1923 in
Irving. She was
a lifetime residence of Irving and a member of
First Baptist Church.

Survivors include her husband
T.J. Franklin; son Tommy Franklin;
daughter Georgia Ann Thomas;
grandchildren Chris Thomas,
Michael Franklin, and Steven
Franklin; and 7 great grandchildren.
Funeral services were held Oct.
30 at Brown’s Memorial Funeral
Home Chapel. Interment followed
at Oak Grove Memorial Gardens.
Memorial donations may be made
to American Heart Association or
to American Diabetes Association.

Irving’s oldest funeral home

We Provide The Personal Touch
David & Carla Davis,
Owners & Licenced Funeral Directors
129 S. O’Connor
Irving, TX 75060

972-259-7644

DOROTHY LAY
Dorothy Lay 86,
an Irving resident for 55
years, passed
away night, Oct.
21, 2008 at
Hearthstone
Assisted Living
Center in Irving.
Survivors include her son and
daughter-in-law Billie and Bobbie
Barton and grandson Ronald
Barton of Quinlan; son Roger
Barton of Irving; son and daughter-in-law Gary and Helen Lay,
grandson Joseph Lay and granddaughter Brittany Lay of Irving;
daughter JoAnn Walker and grandchildren Rodney and Debbie
Walker, and Keith and Terri Walker,
of Irving; great grandsons Jarrett
and Brian Walker; and great granddaughters Kaitlin, Rachel, Rhianna,
and Shaina Walker.
Funeral services were held at
Oct. 24 at Brown’s Memorial Funeral
Home Chapel with Rev. Ken Parlin
officiating. Interment followed at
Oak Grove Memorial Gardens.

Chapel of Roses Funeral Home
Owned & Operated by the Chism &
Crouch Families

972-554-1031
1225 E. Irving Blvd. 75060
www.ChapelofRosesfh.com

Directors:

Offering:

Charlotte Chism Waldrum
Traditional Funeral Services
Harrell Chism
Cremation
Austin E. Raney
Military Services
ACCEPTING ALL Pre-Need Funerals

ILEETA “GIGI” WATSON
Ileeta “GiGi”
Watson, of Irving,
passed
away Oct. 23,
2008.
She was born
July 1, 1955 in
Dallas. A lifetime member of First Baptist
Church-Irving, Ileeta was a singer
with a beautiful voice and loved being a mother, grandmother, and
friend.
Preceded in death by her father Wallace Baker, survivors include her husband Donnie Watson;
daughters Candace Gilbert and
husband Lance, and Natalee
Watson; mother Alma Baker;
mother-in-law Shirley Watson; sister Luquitta Fisher; grandsons
Kaler Gilbert, Logan Gilbert and
Cameron Gilbert; nieces Danna Ox-

ford, and Robie Dodson; great
nieces Peyton Babovec and Ellie
Dodson; great nephew Owen
Dodson; and a host of family and
friends.
Funeral services were held Oct.
27 at First Baptist Church-Irving.
Interment followed at Oak Grove
Memorial Gardens. Memorial donations may be made to American
Cancer Society.
ELIZABETH (BETTY)
DAY JEFFERSON
Elizabeth Day Jefferson was born
Dec. 24, 1913, to Eldred P. Day and
Helen Gaskill Day, in McLouth, KS.
She
graduated
from
Lecompton High School in 1929
and from the University of Kansas
in 1933. She married Ralph Harold
Jefferson on April 19, 1934. They
moved to Texas in 1940 where she
resided at the time of her death. He

Continuing
The Tradition
Ben F. Brown

“The Right Choice
for Over 50 Years.”

BROWN’S MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME
Church & Chapel Services
Local, Out of Town Services & Burials
Memorials
Cremation
Memories Flowers
Funeral Directors: Gary Westerman
Michael McVey
Jason Rand

972-254-4242
www.brownmem.com

Brown Family Owned and Operated.

www.irvingrambler.com
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Las Colinas Convention
Center design recognized
Provided by Rosa Cirianni
The New Jersey Chapter of the
American Institute of Architects
recently named RMJM Hillier,
based in Princeton, N.J. as a winner
at its 2008 Design Conference. The
firm received a merit award in the
un-built category for the Las
Colinas Convention Center in Irving during the Oct. 3 AIA-NJ Design Conference. An awards gala
will be held in January to formally
recognize RMJM Hillier and other
award winners.
”The model image is really
stunning,” the judges wrote in their
remarks, adding the project placed

a “nice emphasis on the public
realm” and included an “informative concept sketch.”
About the project
At the Las Colinas Convention
Center in Irving the programmatic
volumes were stacked to become a
visual focus in the landscape. They
were subsequently rotated to optimize views and to create large overhangs that shade the terrace. Copper was selected as a material for
the building’s skin because it
complements the local colors and
it is a material that changes by every touch as its patina grows over
time.

OBITUARIES
preceded her in death in 1979.
She is survived by: a son, Richard Jefferson and his wife Robin,
a daughter Barbara Miller; four
grandchildren and 10 great grandchildren.
She was a life member of the
Lecompton Historical Society and
a member of the First United Methodist Church of Irving. Memorial
service was held Oct. 27.
ANNETTA
PAULINE BREWSTER
Annetta Pauline
Brewster, age
65, formerly of
Irving went
home to be with
her Lord and
Savior on Oct.
18, 2008.
She was born on Oct. 28, 1942

in Dallas to Herman Arlie and Katie
Margaret (Watson) Hackett.
Annetta was a faithful member of
Cornerstone Baptist Church in
Allen and will be greatly missed by
all who knew her.
Survivors include, sons, Tracy
Brewster and wife Ko of Rowlett,
Roger Brewster of Allen; sisters,
Theda Smith of Quinlan, Melanie
Hackett of Waco, Diane Shearer of
Mesquite; brothers, David Hackett
of Allen, Larry Hackett and wife
Connie of Malone, Jerry Hackett
and wife Tara of Clyde; grandchildren, Annetta Brewster and Wayne
Brewster both of Rowlett.
Funeral Services were held on
Oct. 21 at Chism-Smith Funeral
Home Chapel with interment following at Oak Grove Memorial Gardens
with the Rev. Jim Everidge officiating.

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas 75062

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com

Serving Irving families
since 1963

In addition, convention
center’s sky terrace and connecting stairs became a landscape of
exchanges - a temporary suspension between the absolute public
and private realms. Here, people
leaving and arriving, irrespective of
age and purpose, can meet and exchange ideas.

Local business
woman honored
Provided by Michele Compton
The American Business
Women’s Association (ABWA) recently named Vicki Marlett from Irving as one of the Top Ten Business
Women of ABWA.
Like many successful businesswomen before her, Vicki is dedicated to all the facets of her life –
from her family and education to
her professional success and
ABWA achievements. And like
many women, she does them all –
simultaneously and 100 percent.
That is where the value of
ABWA really shines through. The
Association was created to bring
women together to support, encourage and learn from each other.
“Women are excited and passionate about things they believe
in, if in turn, we believe in them,”
Vicki said. “One thing is for certain,
I definitely know what I want and I
am confident that if I don’t quite
know how to get there – ABWA
and the wonderful mentors I find
will show me the way.”
For more than 50 years,
ABWA’s Top Ten Business Women
program has annually honored 10
outstanding members of ABWA for
achieving excellence in career, education and community involvement.
Each local league has the opportunity to nominate a Top Ten candidate. The final ten are selected by a
panel of three non-ABWA judges.
The winners are chosen for
their numerous career and philanthropic achievements, as well as for
their ability to demonstrate how
their involvement in the Association has contributed directly to their
career achievements.
Vicki’s association with ABWA
has lead from membership to national leadership and now the prestige of Top Ten. She places value
in the leaders before her and realizes that with each step in her career, she also leaves a legacy that
others may aspire toward.
“My involvement with ABWA
has only been possible because
Verizon has supported me 110 percent since I joined and they are the
reason I joined in 1992,” she said.
“Also following my mentors —
other great ABWA leaders —
placed me in leading roles that continue to re-mold my brand of personality and leadership style. That
has paved a new and successful
direction for me both personally
and professionally.”
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FREE RENT
Seniors 55+
New Move-Ins only

Call 972-790-9272
for details or come by
for a tour of the property
Housing Vouchers Accepted

Park Manor Apartments
2934 W. Pioneer Drive, Irving
Email: park_manor@att.net

Up to $1500
FREE CLASSIFIED AD
VER
TISING
ADVER
VERTISING
In response to the current economic situation, the Irving Rambler is offering to individuals only any classified ad selling merchandise from puppy
dogs to cars at no cost! Also garage sales! Ads must adhere to a 20 word
maximum size. These ads will only be accepted through e-mail to
bobs@irvingrambler.com. No ads will be accepted over the phone. Ads
will be accepted only during October and November and will only be
allowed to run for up to three weeks.

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENTS
GARAGE SALE

TUTORS

BIG MOVING SALE
Furniture,
50 years of collectibles,
pictures, figurines, etc.
8th & Britain, Irving
Thursday 12 noon-6 p
Friday 9-6
Saturday 9-12

Tutor: K-12, Algebra/Biology/
Chemistry, in English or Spanish.
MS Degree. 972.282.5819

HELP WANTED
Part-Time
Dog wash attendant 972-252-7908
Groom & Zomm Dog Wash

CARRIER
NEEDED
Friday nights for three to
four hours.

WORK WANTED
HANDY HELPER
Help you organize your home
be your Personal Assistant
Run errands, Holiday
help with your
shopping,wrapping,
decorating,baking, etc.
214-766-7961 or 972-254-2126

ITEMS FOR SALE
1987 Chevy truck hood, left driver’s
door, right & left front fenders. $15
each part. Call Bob 972-255-6932

Local Route
--- Must have own car and cell
phone.
---Must be able to read and
follow instructions in english.

Call
214-675-6493

White Amana Gas Stove
214-675-6493
FOR SALE-Hot Wheels CollectionTreasure Hunts, Final Runs and
many other series 972-438-4522

The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together. When
you place a classified advertisement in the Rambler, we publish it
online at no additional charge. The Irving Rambler does not accept
submission of an advertisement as a commitment to publish. Publication of an advertisement does not create an obligation to continue publishing. The Irving Rambler reserves the right to refuse to
publish any advertisement for any reason. Ads promoting hate
groups, or including inappropriate material will not be published.
E-mail addresses will only be published if included in the copy of
your classified ad.

To purchase classified ads call 214-675-6493.

ADVERTISING PRICES
First 15 words
Each additional word

$7.00
$0.20

Bold, Caps, border

$7.00
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Program to put tax refunds back
in the hands of families in need
United Way of Metropolitan Dallas (UWMD), Citi and other community partners recently joined forces to
help increase financial stability for lowincome area residents during these difficult economic times by launching:
Earn It! Keep It! $ave it! This program
will help qualifying families file for the
Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) which
could add up to a refund of $4,800.
Residents do not have to live in Dallas
to receive the free tax assistance or
apply for the Earned Income Tax
Credit.
The EITC is a refundable federal
income tax credit for low-income working individuals and families. When the
EITC exceeds the amount of taxes owed
for an individual or family, it results in
a tax refund to those who claim and
qualify for the credit.
Each year, the EITC pumps billions of dollars into our state’s
economy, while at the same time lifting more than 450,000 Texans - including 250,000 children - out of poverty,
according to the Center for Public
Policy Priorities. However, it is estimated that approximately 15 to 20
percent of eligible families and indi-

viduals do not file a claim because they
are unaware of the credit or because of
the complexity of filing.
“At a time when hard working
Dallas families need every dime, this
financial stability initiative, Earn It!
Keep It! $ave It!, is intended to improve a family’s household annual income and provide financial education
about the benefits of asset building,”
Dallas Mayor Tom Leppert, said. “I
know this great city will rally for the
community and step up to volunteer
to help their neighbors.”
The program, administered by
United Way, will recruit and train 900
volunteers, as well as provide computer
equipment, to increase the hours and
days of operation at 25 local Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance (VITA) sites in
an effort to double the tax filers in 2009.
The VITA sites utilize trained
community volunteers to provide tax
preparation for low to moderate income
individuals free of charge. The VITA
sites will also serve as centers where
families can receive services that help
them develop educational credentials,
job- related skills and financial education - knowledge that can put a family

I LIVE HERE IN IRVING…
and I’m against retail sales of beer,
wine and malt liquor in our city
…because I want to keep our city free of
sexually oriented businesses that thrive next to
beer porches and alcohol outlets in other cites
in the Metroplex. Irving has over 800 acres
land currently zoned for the sexually-oriented
businesses but currently has NO sexuallyoriented businesses.
So don’t be misinformed outside the
polls on Nov. 4 by paid promoters who don’t
even live in Irving! VOTE AGAINST THE
RETAIL SALE OF BEER, WINE AND MALT
LIQUOR.

First get the facts at www.IrvingFirst.org.
Pd.pol.Advt. IrvingFirst, Randy Boatright, Treasurer, Irving PO box 75038

in a much stronger financial position.
“An EITC program is imperative
in any major city which is why Citi
did not hesitate to jump on board in
support,” said Debbie Taylor, the
Southwest Regional Director and Texas
State Director for Citi North America
Community Relations. “Earn It! Keep
It! $ave It! is right in-step with Citi’s
philanthropic mission of financial education and stability for all hard working Dallas families. We are proud to
support this program with a
$200,000 award and are also encouraging many of our 10,000 employees in
the Metroplex to volunteer.”
A large majority of eligible individuals who file for the EITC pay a
commercial tax preparer almost 10 percent of the refund for assistance. Many
are also pushed to take out Refund Anticipation Loans - loans given to filers
with their refund serving as collateral
which allows them to get refunds
quickly. Often times these loans are
laden with costs and fees which decrease the amount of funds the family
will receive. Therefore, the VITA site
is a better option because individuals
can file for free and, most often, filers
will receive their refund within a week.
“United Way is focusing on the
building blocks of a good life – a quality education that leads to a stable job,
enough income to support a family
through retirement and good health,”
Gary Godsey, UWMD President and
CEO said. “This program will not only
improve the income of hard working
Dallas families but it will help improve
the quality of life for all in our community.”
Dave Hirschman, Dallas Territory
Manager of the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) also emphasized how rewarding this volunteer experience can be and
that individuals do not need to be finance experts or professional accountants. He added that potential volunteers must only possess basic computer skills and have experience working and communicating with others.
Anyone seeking to volunteer or
to just find out more information can
visit www.unitedwaydallas.org. United
Way is providing four volunteer orientations which begin Dec. 10 and will
continue throughout the month. After
the orientation, volunteers will sign up
for either hands on IRS software training or a self-directed study certification which anyone can do online.
Visit www.unitedwaydallas.org to
learn more.

Beach ball drop
Continued from page 1

able as the others, based on its
sheer dimension,” Girton said.
The beach ball drop was organized by Carnival Cruise Lines as
part of its Fun Crowd event series,
designed to remind people how a
little fun can go a long way toward
restoring balance in everyone’s
lives.
According to a survey from
Expedia.com, 35 percent – or an estimated 51 million Americans – do
not use all of their vacation days.
In fact, they leave an average of
three vacation days unused, which
calculates to US employed adults
giving back more than 438 million
vacation days a year.
“We live in the ‘Land of Too’ –
too much, too fast, too complex,
too competitive. Our goal at Carnival is to provide fun for all ages
and allow people to take a break
from the stress of daily life,” said
John Heald, Carnival’s senior cruise
director and host of the Dallas Fun
Crowd event. “We wanted to give
Dallas an opportunity to experience
the Carnival culture of fun by being a part of a new world record.”

Soundtrack for High School Musical 3
On Sale at the Concession Stand, While
Supplies Last
ZACK AND MIRI
MAKE A PORNO R
1:55 4:55 7:20 9:55
# THE CHANGELING R
12:50 3:55 7:05 10:10
THE HAUNTING
OF MOLLY HARTLEY
PG13
12:50 3:05 5:25 7:40
10:05
OTHER END OF THE LINE
PG13
1:05 3:40 7:05 9:45
# HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL 3 G
1:00 1:50 3:35 4:25 6:30
7:00 9:05 9:35

* FULLY RESTRICTED

SAW V R
12:55 1:45 3:15 4:20
5:35
7:15
7:55
9:40
10:15
* PRIDE AND GLORY R
1:10 4:00 6:55 9:50
MAX PAYNE
PG13
1:40 5:10 7:35 10:00
W PG13
1:20 4:15 7:10 10:10
SECRET LIFE OF BEES PG13
1:35 4:10 6:50 9:25
BODY OF LIES R
12:55 6:45 9:30
PASSENGERS PG13
4:10

#

NO PASSES

Tickets on sale NOW! - Online or at the Theater
Why wait in lines? PUCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com
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Please join our City Leaders
in voting AGAINST
the retail sale of malt liquor, beer & wine
in Irving on November 4th.

A Message From City Leaders
Dear Irving Neighbor,
In 2004 and 2006, voters went to the polls and overwhelmingly defeated an alcohol referendum which would have
allowed retail alcohol sales throughout our great city. On November 4th, voters will once again have to decide the
future of our neighborhoods.
In the past, this measure has been promoted by its proponents as a necessity to offset losing the Dallas Cowboys,
losing tax dollars to nearby cities, and a way of keeping local retail establishments open. Nothing could be further
from the truth. The fact is that the Cowboys are a seasonal source of tax revenue for the City of Irving. The new
opportunities planned for this site alone will bring in millions of new tax dollars! Along with the Texas Stadium
redevelopment, millions of dollars in developments are already underway in our great city – WITHOUT the retail
sale of malt liquor, beer, and wine. Citizens also need to realize that the tax money gained from the retail sale of malt
liquor, beer and wine is only 1 cent from each dollar spent.
The fact is most alcohol outlets would be in Central and South Irving. Convenience stores, gas stations, drive-up beer
windows, dollar stores are all prime choices for the sale of alcohol. More than 161 potential outlets currently exist
across the City with the largest number in Central and S. Irving.
In 2004, Irving’s City Attorney’s office confirmed that there is very little the Irving City Council can do to control
retail alcohol sales. State law prohibits them from restricting the number or concentration of retail alcohol outlets.
The City also cannot prevent such establishments in commercially zoned areas even if they are adjacent to homes or
day-care centers. These facts still hold true today.
As current and former elected City of Irving officials along with officials of the Irving Independent School District,
we fully understand the implications for the quality of life in the greater portion of our city if this measure passes. A
quick tour of areas in Dallas, Garland, and Grand Prairie will provide examples of what we want to avoid in Irving.
Because of our commitment to the well-being for ALL of Irving, we urge you to vote AGAINST the retail sale of beer,
wine and malt liquor on November 4th. Our neighborhoods and our future depend on your vote.

Herbert Gears
Joe Putnam
Bobby Jo Raper
James Dickens
Lewis Patrick
Nita Patrick

Terry Waldrum
Valerie Jones
Margie Stipes
Arnold Martin
Ruben Franco
Sharon Barbosa Crain

Randy Stipes
Allan Meagher
Rose Cannaday
Mike Kundstat
Jerry Christian

John Townley
Jack Spurlock
Barbara Cardwell
Owen Dewitt
Troy Kelley

Pd.pol.Advt. IrvingFirst, Randy Boatright, Treasurer, PO box 154403,Irving, TX 75015

