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Community, firefighters spark a brighter
future through Irving Firefighters’ Ball
By Jess Paniszczyn
The community of Irving took
a moment to recognize and appreciate the men and women who keep
residents safe fighting fires. Benefiting the Irving Fire Foundation,
the Irving Firefighters’ Ball lit up
the Four Seasons Resort and Club

with fashion and fundraising on
Oct. 29. For years to come, the funds
raised will support scholarships for
the children of Irving Firefighters.
Also during the evening, 15
firefighters were recognized with
awards.
“The community is there for its
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firefighters,” Christina Gears, event
chairperson, said. “Everyone I approached said, ‘Yes, I am in.’ Tonight with the silent auction and
the live auction that attitude has
been repeated. Firefighters are our
first responders. They are the ones

Changes in polling
places
Page 16

Something witchy
this way comes

See SCHOLARSHIPS, Page 10

Raising funds for scholarships to benefit the children of Irving Firefighters, Captain Wade Williams, Captain Jeff
Spagnolo, FEO Mike Sanford, Christina Gears, FEO Chuck Spibey, Firefighter Jeff Rutledge and Firefighter Sha
Clayton (lt to rt) pause for a moment during the Irving Firefighter’s Ball.

In the spirit of spooks, goblins, fairies and princesses, people of all ages
wore their Halloween best for the season’s festivities. Throughout Irving all sorts of fun was captured in photos from the following locations:
Calvary Church, Four Season’s Cool Run, Heritage Senior Center,
Irving Mall, New Beginnings Church, Plymouth Park Baptist Church,
North Lake College, Northwest Recreation Center, Senter Recreation
Center and YMCA. See photos on pages 8 and 9.

Girls encouraged to consider
Square
Apar
tments
Chivas
professions in technology
sued for delinquent payments
By Jess Paniszczyn
DeVry University Dallas Campus opened its doors to approximately 150 area high school girls
during HerWorld, a one day workshop designed to encourage girls
to pursue careers in technology.

Women business leaders from
Microsoft and hands-on opportunities to work with technology supervised by DeVry’ teachers gave
the girls a glimpse into professional
opportunities they might not have
considered.

Taking a closer look, Academy freshman Daisy Rubio, gets serious about
building and electronic super snooper.

The Halloween day event
brought to light some scary facts.
Women make up just 9% of the recipients of engineering-related
bachelor’s degrees in the US. Down
from a high of 37% in 1984, women
receive less than 28% of the computer
science
bachelor ’s
degrees. Computer science is the
only field in which women’s participation has actually decreased
over time. While girls have narrowed the achievement gap with
boys in math and science classes,
they still lag behind in the number
and level of computer classes they
take, according to “Gender Gaps:
Where Schools Still Fail Our Children,” a study by the American
Association of University Women.
With five or more years of college,
women make only 69 cents for every dollar earned by their male colleagues with the same amount of
education. However, the discrepSee TECHNOLOGY, Page 4

Provided by the City of Irving
The City of Irving filed suit
against the owners and management firm operating the Chivas
Square Apartments for delinquent
water and sewer bills. The suit
seeks more than $180,000 in delinquent fees from the apartment complex located at 1900 Carl Road near
Texas Stadium. The lawsuit, filed on
Oct. 27, was authorized by the Irving City Council after previous attempts to collect the delinquent bills
were unsuccessful.
Public Works Director Jim Cline
stated that in November 2005, the
city filed a notice of lien for the delinquent fees in the official public
records for Dallas County to get the
attention of the apartment owner,
Cal-Irving Investments Inc., and the
management firm, Legend Asset
Management Inc. The president of

Legend Asset Management entered into a 12-month payment plan
on Jan. 4 to pay off $76,766 of the
delinquent fees. Cline advised that
Chivas Square breached the payment plan agreement by providing
several checks that were returned
due to insufficient funds. Legend
Asset Management paid less toward its four metered accounts than
it was being billed for new water
consumption nearly every month
this year.
The City Attorney’s Office
filed suit to obtain payment of the
See CHIVAS, Page 3
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Police
Police Pursuit: 10-30-06 at 1:48 a.m.
Officers attempted to make a traffic
stop on a tan 1992 Ford Taurus that
was traveling east bound SH 183
near MacArthur. The vehicle was
of a similar description of a vehicle
used in a couple of robberies. The
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vehicle fled for approximately 50
miles and through three counties
before wrecking out when he ran
into a marked Milford squad car in
Ellis County. The defendant was
transported to Baylor Medical Center in Waxahachie and charged with

&

Fire
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Briefs

Attempt Capital Murder by Milford
PD and felony evading by Irving
PD.

Irving Fire Department

Aggravated Robbery: 10-31-06 at
12:18 a.m. Officers were dispatched
to Clubhouse Dr. off of Las Brisas
on a robbery that had just occurred.
The complainant was walking to his
apartment when approached by a
“white male” suspect, 5’9’ slim
build, wearing a blue hooded
sweatshirt. The suspect displayed
a revolver and demanded the
complainant’s wallet. When the
suspect tried to communicate in
Spanish and realized the complainant spoke English he pistol
whipped the complainant with the
revolver. The suspect then fled on
foot. The complainant was treated
by IFD.

Irving Fire Department responded to 267 incidents.

Aggravated Robbery: 10-31-06 at
1:00 a.m. Officers responded to a
robbery which had just occurred in
the 3800 block of William De
Haes. They contacted the complainant who advised that he was
walking to his apartment when a
suspect, described as a Hispanic
male, 5’9” tall, slim build, wearing a
gray hooded sweatshirt and jeans,
approached him displaying a pistol
and demanding his wallet. The complainant told the suspect he didn’t
have a wallet and the suspect hit
him with the pistol. The suspect
then demanded the complainant’s
cell phone. As he was walking away
the suspect pointed the pistol in
the air and fired a shot. The suspect was last seen heading towards

Activity summary Oct 26 - Nov. 1
The Fire incidents
86
3
2
0

Miscellaneous Fire
and Rescue Calls
Structure Fires
Special Operations
Vehicle Fires

Medical calls
32
57
14
30
33
13

Major Accidents
Major Medical
Heart Attacks
Difficulty Breathing
Trauma Related
CPR Situations

Comments:
10-29: Structure fire at 2420 N MacArthur went to two alarms before being
brought under control by on scene companies. Ambulances went into overtime three times.
10-30: One structure fire in the 2700 block of W Royal, the fire was out on
arrival. One person was transported to the hospital.

a complex North of the location on
foot. The suspect was not located.
Aggravated Assault: 10-31-06 at
4:53 p.m. Officers were dispatched
to a man with a gun call at the 7/11
at Esters and 183. They met with a
35 yr old complainant who said he
was getting gas at the pumps and
had asked a subject to close his
door so he could get by. The suspect, an Asian male in a maroon
BMW, pulled out a handgun and
pointed it at the complainant. The
complainant is a CHL holder and
when the suspect lowered his gun
the complainant pulled out his own
9mm and pointed it at the suspect.
The complainant demanded he turn
over the gun and the suspect complied. The suspect even gave the
case for the gun to the complainant. There were several witnesses
to the offense.

Aggravated Robbery: 10-31-06 at
11:00 p.m. The clerk at 7-11, 801 N.
Beltline, reported that two suspects
came into the store, displayed a
handgun,
and
demanded
money. The clerk complied and the
suspects fled on foot.
Murder: 11-01-06 at 11:40 a.m. A
male caller called IPD to report a
shooting at his residence. Officers
arrived and discovered that the
male caller had shot his wife. She
was transported to parkland where
she later died. Suspect was arrested and transported to CID. 0635615
Robbery: 11-01-06 at about 7:00
p.m. The complainant reported that
she was at the laundromat at 240 E
Grauwyler when a female juvenile
suspect shoved her to the ground
and took her purse and then threatened her.
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Community Calendar
November 4 Walk for Wishes 2nd Annual Walk for Wishes presented by the Make A Wish Foundation of North Texas
Williams Square, 5205 N.
O’Connor Dr. 5K Run and 1 Mile
fun run/walk. The Make-A-Wish
Foundation of North Texas grants
the wishes of children between the
ages of 2½ and 18 with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich
the human experience with Hope,
Strength and Joy.
November 4 Heart Beat Risk Profile Screening - Baylor Medical
Center at Irving is holding a heart
beat risk profile screening from 8
a.m. to 11:00 a.m. in the Irving Medical Office Building II Conference
Center - Room 3, 2021 N.

MacArthur Blvd. For $15, participants will have a lipid profile that
measures HDL, LDL and total cholesterol; triglycerides; glucose and
the risk ratio. Appointments are
necessary. For more information or
to make an appointment, call 1-8004BAYLOR.
November 4 Geography Bowl for
Irving ISD Middle Schools - The
Geography Bowl is presented in the
de Zavala Middle School, 707 W.
Pioneer Drive, 9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
This is a high energy contest for
Irving ISD middle school students,
who participate on a volunteer basis and are coached by volunteer
teachers, posed in a Q & A format.
Winners receive a “traveling globe”
engraved trophy for their school,

and are given a gift certificate to
iFratelli and offered an opportunity to participate with Irving Sister Cities International as a participant in the Irving Downtown
Christmas Parade.
November 5 Faith and Literature
Fellowship - Anointed Authors tour
comes to Ben Washington Baptist
Church, 3901 Frisco Ave, Irving,
from 3 to 5 p.m. Join us for a wonderful time in the Lord! Sharing Inspiration * Praise & Worship *
Shopping * Book Signing * Fellowship * Door Prizes. Hosted by the
Ben Washington Baptist Church,
Black Writers’ Guild of Irving and
Irving Black Arts Council.
November 5 Heritage House Tour
- Learn more about one of the early
homes in Irving by visiting the Irving Heritage House for a docent led
tour. The Heritage House is located
at 303 South O’Connor, and will be
open for tours between the hours
of 3:00 and 5:00 p.m. Admission is
free. For information, call 972-2523838
or
the
web
site
www.irvingheritage.com.
November 9 Be a Tourist in Your
Own Back Yard - The Irving Heritage Society presents a free event
at Garden and Arts Center, 906 S.
Senter St, at 7:00 p.m. What do the
Mustangs of Las Colinas Museum,
Texas Stadium, the National Scouting Museum and the American Airlines C R Smith Museum all have in
common? Representatives from

these four tourist attractions will
answer that question. An evening
of information and trivia about the
area points of interest will surprise
even the most informed visitor. Refreshments and door prizes will be
provided. For more information on
Irving Heritage Society activities,
see
the
web
site
www.irvingheritage.com or call 972252-3838.
November 9 Silvertones Concert
- The Irving Silvertones will present
a Salute to America and honor Veterans and those who serve in the
Armed Forces at 7:00 p.m. in the
Irving Heritage Senior Center. The
concert will also include the Irving
High School Color Guard and Drill
Team under Major Wersig. The concert is free to all who wish to come
and celebrate America.
November 11 Irving Symphony
Orchestra - Under the baton of
Maestro Hector Guzman, the Irving Symphony Orchestra continues the 2006-2007 season 8:00 p.m.
in the Irving Arts Center’s Carpenter Hall (3333 N. MacArthur Blvd.)
Entitled “Languages of Love,” the
concert will feature the music of
Bizet and de Falla and star violinist
Catharina Chen, performing selections by Saint-Saens, Ravel and
Sarasate. Ticket prices range from
$31-$45 (discounts available for
students) and may be purchased
through the Irving Arts Center Box
Office (972-252-2787,
www.IrvingArtsCenter.com).

Chivas Square Apartments
Continued from page 1

delinquent fees rather than pursue
termination of water service, which
would be detrimental to the tenants
of the 200-unit complex. Senior Assistant City Attorney Mike Bucek,
Irving’s attorney of record in this
suit, advised that if the owners or
managers of Chivas Square are unwilling to pay the delinquencies, he
is hopeful the court will allow the
city to foreclose on the complex to
recover its damages.
“It is doubtful that Cal-Irving
Investments Inc. will pay the delinquencies since corporate records
from the Secretary of State’s Office
in California show that the corporation has been dissolved,” Bucek
said. The city checked the corporate records of the Secretary of
State’s Office in Texas, and found

that Legend Asset Management
Inc.’s corporate existence was forfeited. This resulted in the inclusion of the management firm’s president in the current lawsuit.
According to Bucek, the delinquent water bills may indicate
that larger problems could exist at
Chivas Square.
“It is my experience that landlords who stop paying water accounts also ignore maintenance
needs of individual apartment
units,” he said. “Filing the suit will
at least put tenants on notice as to
the financial instability of the landlord and might encourage tenants
who are experiencing maintenance
issues to move out of Chivas
Square before the situation deteriorates further.”

November 11 Veterans Day Program - 7 th Annual Veterans Day
Program at 3:00 p.m. in the D-FW
National Cemetery, 2000 Mountain
Creek Parkway, Dallas.General
Terrence R. Dake, USMC, Retired
Former Assistant Commandant,
USMC will speak. Join us in honoring all Veterans. Come and see the
expanded Avenue of Flags, Enjoy
Patriotic Music, Air Force Reserve
- 301st Fighter Wing - F-16 Flyover,
seating is limited - lawn chairs or
blankets are encouraged.

NEW SCHEDULE FOR 11/03-11/09
Movie Hotline 401-film
MAN OF THE YEAR
12:40 PM
3:35 PM
7:15 PM
9:55 PM
FLAGS OF OUR FATHERS
12:40 PM
3:45 PM
6:45 PM
9:55 PM
EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH
12:25 PM
2:55 PM
5:15 PM
7:35 PM
10:00 PM
THE GUARDIAN
1:10 PM
4:00 PM
6:55 PM
10:00 PM
DEPARTED
1:20 PM
4:45 PM
9:00 PM
FLICKA
12:25 PM
2:50 PM
5:10 PM
7:25 PM
9:50 PM
SANTA CLAUSE 3
12:45 PM
3:10 PM
5:30 PM
7:50 PM
10:10 PM
FLUSHED AWAY
1:05 PM
3:15 PM
5:20 PM
7:30 PM
9:30 PM
SANTA CLAUSE 3
12:15 PM
2:40 PM
5:00 PM
7:20 PM
9:45 PM
FLUSHED AWAY
12:35 PM
2:45 PM
4:45 PM
7:00 PM
9:00 PM
SAW 3
2:15 PM
5:00 PM
7:20 PM
10:10 PM
OPEN SEASON
12:30PM
2:35 PM
4:35 PM
THE DEPARTED
7:05 PM
ILLUSIONIST
1:05 PM
3:40 PM
7:10 PM
9:35 PM
CATCH A FIRE
12:20PM
3:00 PM
5:20 PM
7:40 PM
10:05 PM
THE PRESTIGE
1:20 PM
4:10 PM
7:00 PM
9:40 PM
SAW 3
1:45 PM
4:20 PM
6:50 PM
9:40 PM
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Technology fields offer options to tomorrow’s professional women
Continued from page 1

BUY or SELL

AVON
Training Center
109 S. Story Rd. Ste F.
Irving 75060
972-871-2866

!

“There are still areas where
women make less money than men.
Technology is not one of those areas. Sometimes women make more
money than men in technology
fields. Women are very good in
these fields, because you must
multi-task and do a lot of things at
once. There are flexible hours, so it
is great for women if they want to
have a family and work.
“It is a great field to go into.
There are a lot of options for women
and a lot of opportunities. Most
high school girls have a very limited understanding of what careers
are out there. When girls think
about technology, they think they

Story
Rd.

ancy diminishes or disappears
when women earn eight or more
math credits in college, according
to the U.S. Department of Education.
“The HerWorld event is designed to introduce girls to different technology careers,” Brenda
Caruthers, director of outreach and
public relations for DeVry, said.
“We are trying to encourage girls
to enter fields of technology. There
are more women going to college,
but they are not entering computer
information systems, engineering
or related fields. We are trying to
expand girls’ understanding of the
careers that are out there.

Railroad
Tracks

N

Rock
Island

the company for women or men

are going to be sitting behind a nology and increase the graduation dream. If you have a dream, it is
rates in that field. The field of tech- your dream. It is your dream to hold
computer, which is not true.
“Technology careers are in a nology is wrought with opportu- and to prove right or wrong, and
state of constant change. The ca- nity. Any kind of role or field that nobody else’s. In my experience,
reers that were available 10 years they wish to go into they can ob- without tenacity you will never
ago, some of those jobs don’t even tain in the technology field as well. achieve what you hope to achieve.
“I want these girls to leave with It is through tenacity that we are
exist anymore and there is a whole
brand new set of jobs. It is impor- a goal and an aspiration to achieve able to obtain those dreams and not
tant that we are informing them their dreams. Just don’t let people let others bring us down,” Ms.
about the possibilities. We need to tell you that you can’t achieve a Stoker said.
catch girls young enough
so they can take the
classes they need. We are
emphasizing how important it is to take math, science and technology
classes. No matter what
career they choose, technology is going to be a
part of it. Wherever they
decide to go, technology
is going to be a part of their
lives,” Ms Caruthers said.
Karla Stoker, a DeVry
alum and group manager
of developer support for
Microsoft, spoke to girls
about her educational and
professional experiences. One of the hands on projects offered during the HerWorld event was the chance to
“It is really important build a super snooper by reading a schematic.
to get more women in tech-
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Letter To The Editor
Downtown cleanup
Downtown Irving Sparkles was a project
that started out as an idea that would soon
become a reality. The real mission was to put
a little tender loving care in an area that had
become somewhat tired looking. A hodge
podge of colors and signage that failed to
identify businesses because it all mingled
together.
So how could this mission be accomplished? Obviously every idea needs a plan,
so a plan it became. This concept could cost
no money since there was no money and
should be realistic. What was really needed
along the Sparkles corridor which was immediately identified as Irving Blvd. between Britain Rd. and Nursery Rd. was some elbow
grease. A spit shine if you will or a spring
clean up, except in the fall time.
This Code Enforcement Initiative came
to life when Teresa Adrian pitched the idea
to a group of folks from the Downtown Development Neighborhood Association who
was quickly sold raring to participate. A committee was immediately formed which in-

cluded Fran Bonilla; Betty Yarbrough;
Raymond Yarbrough; Dana Edwards; Randy
Boatright; Angie Lopez; Terri Ramirez; Valery
Raney, Keith Parkhurst; Don Williams and
Teresa Adrian. And so began a task that
would soon improve the appearance of Irving Blvd.
Now that there was support and enthusiasm, it was a matter of planning the work
and working the plan. The types of projects
needed to create a visual difference included
tasks such as sweeping; washing windows;
striping parking lots; painting railings; painting wheel stops; picking up trash and cigarette butts; a few plants here and there; some
park benches and of course a few buildings
definitely needed some paint and lastly, a
few signs needed to be revamped.
Help was needed…not only financially,
but some man power too!! Between KIB volunteers; Microsoft Volunteers and caring individual volunteers, plus Local Contractors
as seen in the list below, no job was too big!!
Because there were so many different tasks
planned, it was necessary to do this project
in stages in an effort to maintain some organization. Additionally, several other city departments jumped on board and collaborated
with Code Enforcement to see this Sparkles
thing through. Streets- Traffic/Transportation re-striped Irving Blvd.; Housing and
Human Services- Grant money made available; Environmental Services provided additional refuse removal as well as a tire recy-

Visit us online at
ww.irvingrambler.com

cling bin for a period of time and Parks &
Recreation provided some additional mowing and weed eating along the public right of
way.
From September thru October on planned
workdays, the games began. On the Grand
Finale Saturday the last group of volunteers
which included all of the Code Enforcement
Staff (Gary Miller; Gregg Mays; Teresa
Adrian; Terri Ramirez; Angie Lopez; Carlos
Branch; Wanda Pratt; Valery Raney;
Christylla Miles; Mike Edwards; Curtis Jones;
Ray Horton; Ivonne Mendoza; Ryan
Claussen; Daisy Tellez; Sonja Clay; Maria
Vasquez; Jennifer Dwyer), rolled away from
Irving Blvd. And it looked beautiful!! It was
“Sparkling”. So many people made it possible to do what was done and are to be commended!! Councilman James Dickens in his
show of support was present on October 20,
2006, to present all of the Microsoft Volunteers Neighborhood Improvement Partners
Certificates and on Saturday, October 21,
2006, Mayor Pro-Tem Sam Smith did the same
for all of the Grand Finale Volunteers as well
as the contributors for the project.
A citizen called and stated how nice it
was to stop at the stop light, look over and
see the reflection of their vehicle in the store
front windowJ. The owner of the Tattoo shop
continued to stand in front of his business
with a smile on his face and said “it is beautiful”! Another caller noticed that the sweeping made a difference because there was no
cigarette butts along that section of Irving

Blvd. Tony at Tony’s and KDR did all of his
work himself so his business would look as
nice as the others that were done by volunteers during this project! Mr. Rogers, Rogers
Upholstery called and said that when he
drove up Monday morning to open his business that it “looked so pretty” and his daughter told Code Enforcement that her father really thinks that Code Enforcement cares. So
many people appreciative of the work that
was done and so many people who gave of
their time and their money.
This project was not just about making
Downtown Irving Sparkle. It was a show of
unity and what can happen when a group of
caring people get together and work towards
being a part of the solution rather than being
a part of the problem. Win Win for everyone.
Making a difference that will hopefully instill
and fuel enthusiasm for more sparkling endeavors in the future.
Teresa Adrian
Code Enforcement Officer
The Letters to the Editor section is devoted to giving the people of Irving a voice. The
Irving Rambler needs your input, letters, comments – good as well as bad, and opinions. This
section can only be successful with your support.
If you would like to see your ideas
in
print,
please
email
them
to
Letters@IrvingRambler.com or mail them to:
The Irving Rambler
Re: Letters to the Editor
P.O. Box 177731
Irving, Texas 75017

WHO’S FOOLING WHO?
IT IS TIME FOR SOME TRUTH
IN ADVERTISING
There was but a grain of truth in John Watson’s (Treasurer, Irving
Citizens for Economic Progress) recent paid political advertisements
in favor of beer, wine and malt liquor sales in Irving.
Here are the facts:
TRUTH:

Two years ago Irving citizens overwhelmingly defeated the sale of beer,
wine and malt liquor. That’s where the truth in his ad ends.

FICTION:

“Irving First claimed the issue was about morals”.

TRUTH:

This election has and will always be about quality of life, crime and undesirable economic development, particularly in South and Central Irving.

FICTION:

“Irving First was supported by Dallas Liquor Stores”.

TRUTH:

Irving First did not take funds from Dallas liquor stores. Irving First’s donor
list is public information and available for all to see. The DMN article cited
by Mr. Watson (4/29/05) did not mention Irving First or the City of
Irving’s election but addressed organizations outside of Irving that opposed alcohol elections throughout the metroplex. Mr. Watson fails to
mention that ALL of his organization’s funds came from out of state corporations that stand to make a substantial profit at the expense of the quality
of life in Irving. $97,000 from Quik Trip - Tulsa OK; $5,000 from
Albertson – Boise ID; $10,000 Wal-Mart – Bentonville AR. TO DATE,
NOT A SINGLE DOLLAR FROM AN IRVING CITIZEN.

FICTION:

“Irving First claims passage would allow ‘liquor’ and ‘package stores’.”

TRUTH:

Irving First has never made this claim but a vote yes will make the sale of
beer, wine and malt liquor available in convenience stores, beer barns, drive
up beer windows and even dollar stores. (TABC Sect. 1.04(15) defines beer
to include malt liquor). There are over 125 outlets, primarily concentrated in Central and South Irving that would be available to sell
beer, wine and malt liquor.

HALFTRUTH:
TRUTH:

“Virtually every City has reported an increased in sales tax. . .”
Sales tax revenue has increased throughout Texas because of strong economic growth not alcohol sales. (www.window.state.tx.us/news/
61013allocations.html). Irving has experienced significant sales tax revenue
increases since 2004 and does not have retail alcohol sales. The tax revenue
gains reported in the proponents ads are due primarily to significant increases in population (i.e. Frisco and Allen) and the improved economy, not
alcohol sales. Because Irving is a part of DART, it receives a 1% sales tax
not up to 2% that many of the Cities listed in the proponents ads can
collect. At 1 cent for every dollar of alcohol sold, the quantity of beer, wine
and malt liquor that would have to be sold in Irving to raise even a nominal
amount of money is staggering. What Mr. Watson fails to mention is the
NET COST to our City including increased costs to police underage drinking, deal with public intoxication and loitering around convenience stores,
code enforcement and trash collection.

Paid Political Advertisement Irving First, P.O. Box 154403, Irving, TX 75015, Randy Boatright, Treasurer.
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Letter To The Editor
VOTE NO
I am a member of Irving First,
the grass-roots organization
formed to oppose the proposition
for “the legal sale of beer and wine
for off-premises consumption
only.” Look at the leadership of Irving First and you will find civic leaders, former mayors, and long-term
Irving residents who serve on city
boards and commissions. These
citizens care about what happens
in Irving because they live here.
Compare Irving First’s leadership to the leadership of Irving Citizens for Economic Progress, the
proponents for the sale of beer and
wine in Irving. Have you ever heard
of the leaders? Have they been active in Irving? We don’t know who
these folks are because they are
mostly from out of town, and they
are being bankrolled by grocery
stores, gas stations and convenience stores. It’s interesting that
Quik Trip, which doesn’t even have
any stores in Irving, donated over
$97,000 to ICEP.
I got an electronic phone message from ICEP, and caller ID
showed the phone call came from
Wyoming. Do folks in Wyoming
really know what’s best for our
wonderful city?
Why is it that we see Vote YES
signs mostly at intersections and
Vote NO signs mostly in people’s
front yards? People who care about
the quality of life in Irving should

vote NO on Tuesday, November
7th.
Clyde DeLoach
Irving, TX

VOTE YES
Outraged at Irving First,
Just who is “Irving First”? I
went to their website and it is full
of inaccurate information. They say
that no city the size of Irving has
had a beer/wine election? They
claim Irving (pop. 191,000) is the
largest city to hold such an election? Hello! What is Garland (pop.
215,000), and Plano (pop, 233,000)?
They both had their elections last
year. If these guys can’t get this
right, what else are they saying that
isn’t true?
They also claim that crime increases and cities don’t really get
much in sales tax?
Well, since Garland’s election
in 2005, the city is $2.28 million (up
13%) and their crime rate has
dropped 9.6% (lowest since 2002).
Plano up $7.1 million and no change
in crime rate.
MADD reports that Texas alcohol fatalities has dropped 13%
since 2003, when over 100 cities
voted “wet” and we increased the
state population by 2 million
people.
I don’t trust Irving First to tell
the truth. I’ll be voting “FOR” the
beer and wine proposition.
Janell Mora

VOTE NO
Letter to the Editor:
As a former beer salesman, I
had 50 accounts in Dallas. I have
seen it all!
Did you know that money is
given to store owners to sell and
advertise their products?
Did you know that facilities for
the sale of alcohol for off premise
consumption prostitution, vagrancy and drug sales?
Did you know that we have
over 125 of these properties in existence now that could sell alcohol
if the proposition passes, all in
South and Central Irving?
I worked for two different companies for over 11 years and I have
seen my share of these kinds of
problems, property values decrease and there is a need for more
police presence.
I am an Irving resident and I
plead with my fellow Irvingites to
vote against the sale of beer, wine
and malt liquor for off premise consumption.
Let’s protect our children and
our community by being responsible citizens.
Thank you,
Randy Raitt

I was at a function this weekend in Irving and members of Irving First were there with a poster
displaying over 200 stores that
would now be able to sell beer and
wine if the proposition passes. The
girl behind the table said all of these
businesses would be eligible to sell
beer and wine, as if that would be a
bad thing, implying they were not
good businesses.
Thought you should know but
that list included Krogers, WalMart, Sam’s, Albertson’s and many
of our locally owned area convenience stores.
So my question to Irving First
is, which of these businesses and

taxpayers would you like to close
down? How many do you want to
leave our area? How much will our
property taxes go up if we don’t
have their income anymore?
Don’t you think it is hypocritical for you to ask for contributions
for every high school function,
team, church activity, etc, from
these companies and then campaign against as being “irresponsible businesses” because they
could sell beer and wine like they
do in nearly every city in the
Metroplex? If you keep asking them
to support you, don’t you think you
should support them?
Just a thought,
Dan Jenkins

The Letters to the Editor section is devoted to giving the people of Irving
a voice. The Irving Rambler needs your input, letters, comments – good as well
as bad, and opinions. This section can only be successful with your support.
If you would like to see your ideas
The Irving Rambler
in print, please email them to
Re: Letters to the Editor
P.O. Box 177731
Letters@IrvingRambler.com or mail
Irving, Texas 75017
them to:

Oak Haven United Methodist Church
“Little Country church in the city”
Sunday School - 9:45
Services - 10:45

Pastor, Linda Marcum
Web: oakhavenumc.org

VOTE YES
Message to Irving First—Which
Irving businesses are you going to
close?

1600 N. Irving Heights Dr.
Irving, Texas 75061

972-438-1431

Here’s what Mr. Watson
failed to mention:
Texas law prevents our City Council from limiting alcohol sales to just grocery stores
– convenience stores, gas stations, beer barns, beer windows and even dollar stores
can sell beer, wine and malt liquor.1

·
·
·
·
·
·
·

The City Council cannot create distance requirements between homes and retail
alcohol outlets.
The City Council cannot ban beer windows or beer porches. The bikini beer
barns that exist in Dallas could soon be in a neighborhood near you.
The City Council cannot limit the number or concentration of beer, wine and malt
liquor outlets in a particular area zoned commercial.
The DMN has reported that after Carrollton’s election, alcohol outlets have
concentrated in certain areas of that City contributing to crime, public intoxication and litter. Outlets were popping up even next to day care centers. The
Mayor of Carrollton acknowledged there was nothing the City could do to limit
the number or concentration of outlets.2
The DMN has reported that City of Dallas officials have acknowledged that
there is little they can do to regulate bikini beer barns that neighbors have
complained devalue their residential property.3
Proponents ads showing decreasing crime do not address alcohol related crimes.
Specific studies around the country have found a direct and significant relationship between off premises retail alcohol sales and crime. A study of three
Northern California cities found that “violent crime arrest rates for Latino youth
ages 15 to 24 was significantly and positively related to the number of alcohol
outlets (i.e., crime increased with the number of outlets), independent of the
neighborhood’s social and economic characteristics.”4
A study in Charlotte North Carolina found that 55% of its robberies, 32.5% of the
aggravated assaults, 30.5% of non-aggravated assaults and 54% of its thefts,
occurred within a 500 foot radius of alcohol outlets. 48.4% of arrests for disorderly conduct, weapons violations, and prostitution occurred within 500 foot
radius of alcohol outlets. At one convenience store members of Charlotte’s
homeless community would come to drink and loiter with as many as 30 people
in the parking lot at any given time. The report found that this environment
facilitated drug sales.5

PLEASE VOTE NO ON 11/7/06
Paid Political Advertisement Irving First, P.O. Box 154403, Irving, TX 75015, Randy Boatright, Treasurer.

(Footnotes)
1
Opinion by Irving Deputy City Attorney July 2004.
2
Dallas Morning News, February 10, 2006.
3
Dallas Morning News, July 20, 2006
4
Maria Alniz, Ph.D. San Jose State University, Alcohol Health and Research World, Nat’l
Institute of Health.
5
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department Study – 1999. www.popcenter.org/library/
Goldstein/1999/99-06.pdf .
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Letter To The Editor
Keep Irving Beautiful
Dear Irving,
It’s been a little over a month
since our 2007 Trinity Trash Bash.
All the numbers are in from the
Sep.16 event as well as a companion effort by the Irving Lake Association at Vilbig Lake the following
Saturday.
You did GREAT! You set a
record! It was a banner year for the
Trinity Trash Bash and SHRED
Event thanks to YOU! Just look at
the results of the investment that
you and so many others provided:
Total Volunteers 700+
Volunteer Hours (minimum) 2,800
Value of Volunteer Hours @ $10.00/
hr. $28,000
Trash Picked Up 5,082 lbs.
Recyclables Collected and Reclaimed 4,400 lbs.
Material Shredded 6,000 lbs.
At almost 15,500 pounds retrieved, segregated and properly
handled, this year’s Trinity Trash
Bash was a huge success no matter how you look at it!
In fact, Irving was in competition this year for the first Trinity
River Environmental Education Society Trash Bash Awards. In the
race with us were very worthy opponents including: Arlington,
Benbrook, Burleson, Dallas, Flower
Mound, Fort Worth, Grand Prairie,
Grapevine, Grapevine, Haltom City,
Kaufman County, Keller, North
Richland Hills, Richland Hills, and
Watauga. Your great efforts and
those of all of Irving’s other supporters helped us win over everyone in our population division!
We think that successes like
this prove once again that Irving
really is a winning city and a worldclass community thanks to its
people. That means you!
Have a grrrrrrrrrreat Fall and
thanks again!
We Rock the Green, Irving!
…every day in every way
Randy Boatright and Vicky Riley

Pumkin Dash
Mistake or lesson for parents
Early Saturday morning Valley
Ranch held the 5th Annual Pumpkin
Dash. A number of spectators were
on-hand to see the start of the 1K
Fun Run. The kids were lined up at
the start and had their bright yellow t-shirts on. Some were jumping
up and down with excitement and
some (like my daughter) were trying to decide, “do I run or stay with
my parents?” It can be a little intimidating to be at the starting line
of your first race!
Anyway, the starter told the
kids he would say, “Runners take
your mark.” Then he would blow
the air horn and that was their signal to start. The starter also told
the runners he would blow the air
horn away from them, so they
didn’t need to cover their ears.
The horn blew and the kids
started running. They were looking great as they ran by Tom Field
Elementary. Then something very
strange happened…. The lead child
turned into the school parking lot
instead of heading to the corner to
make the first turn, and the “pack”
of children followed. The children
continued to run through the
school car loop and back towards
the starting line. As I got closer to
the school driveway, I noticed there
were orange cones going up the

drive. Oh, no! The same orange
cones gym teachers everywhere
put out for students to run around.
It was an honest mistake. Kids run
back and forth through orange
cones at school, soccer practice
and most other sports you can
think of.
Not having a clue as to the
course or where they were going
many of the “Fun Runners” ended
up right back at the starting line
about 3 minutes after they started.
As the event organizers were trying to decide what to do, the “Fun
Runners” that knew the course
came running up to the finish line.
What a drag for everyone. The run-

ners that went the wrong way were
pretty much burned out and the few
that finished had no competition.
In fact my thought was, “What a
waste! I could have slept another
hour.”
Then I overheard the motorcycle policeman that was to have
lead the “Fun Runners” through the
streets laugh and say, “All they had
to do was follow me, and I would
have shown them which way to go.”
That’s when it hit me. Did anyone tell the kids which way to go?
Did anyone say, “This policeman
on the motorcycle will stay ahead
of the ‘Fun Runners’ to help keep
you safe and show you where to

go?” Did anyone say, “Here’s the
1K course you will be following.”?
Nope, nobody told the kids
anything, except run when the air
horn blows. Ok, I know, you want
me to get to the point. But, can’t
you see how this race is much like
life. If we don’t give our kids instructions, if we don’t show them
the way, they will just follow the
“pack” and isn’t that a scary Halloween thought.

So, now as I look back on my
Saturday, I’m saying a HUGE thank
you to God that I didn’t sleep in
another hour, so that He could remind me that stopping to give my
kids a few instructions and directions will help keep them on the right
path.
Susie Mayes
Santa Fe Trace

The Letters to the Editor section is devoted to giving the people of Irving
a voice. The Irving Rambler needs your input, letters, comments – good as well
as bad, and opinions. This section can only be successful with your support.
If you would like to see your ideas
The Irving Rambler
in print, please email them to
Re: Letters to the Editor
P.O. Box 177731
Letters@IrvingRambler.com or mail
Irving, Texas 75017
them to:

“I am a firm believer in the people. If
given the truth, they can be depended
upon to meet any crises. The great
point is to bring them the real facts.”
- Abraham Lincoln
Please join our City Leaders
in voting AGAINST the
retail sale of malt liquor,
beer & wine in Irving on
November 7th.

A Message From City Leaders

Dear Irving Neighbor,

Two years ago, voters went to the polls and overwhelmingly defeated an alcohol referendum which would have allowed retail alcohol
sales throughout our great city. On November 7th, voters will once again have to decide the future of our neighborhoods.
This measure has been promoted by its proponents as a necessity to offset losing the Dallas Cowboys. Nothing could be further from
the truth. The fact is that the Cowboys are a seasonal source of tax revenue for the City of Irving. The new opportunities planned for this
site will bring in millions of new tax dollars! Citizens also need to realize that the tax money gained from the retail sale of malt liquor, beer and
wine, is only 1 cent from each dollar spent.
The fact is most alcohol outlets would be in Central and South Irving. Convenience stores, gas stations, drive-up beer windows, dollar
stores . . . are all prime choices for the sale of alcohol. More than 125 potential outlets currently exist across the City with the largest number
in Central and South Irving.
In 2004, Irving’s City Attorney’s office confirmed that there is very little the Irving City Council can do to control retail alcohol sales.
State law prohibits them from restricting the number or concentration of retail alcohol outlets. The City also cannot prevent such establishments in commercially zoned areas even if they are adjacent to homes or day care centers. These facts still hold true today.
As current and former elected City of Irving officials along with officials of the Irving Independent School District, we fully understand
the implications for the quality of life in the greater portion of our city if this measure passes. A quick tour of areas in Dallas, Duncanville and
Grand Prairie will provide examples of what we want to avoid in Irving. Because of our commitment to the well-being for ALL of Irving, we urge
you to vote “AGAINST” the retail sale of beer, wine and malt liquor on November 7th. Our neighborhoods and our future depend on your vote.

Herbert Gears
Joe Putnam
Marvin Randle
Bobby Jo Raper
Lowell Cannaday
John F. Townley

James Dickens
Allan Meagher
Lewis Patrick
Sharon Barbosa-Crain
Mike Howard

Randy Randle
Jack Spurlock
Terry Waldrum
Barbara Cardwell
Jerry Christian

Valerie Jones
Nita Patrick
Randy Stipes
Owen Dewitt
Ruben Franco

Troy Kelley
Mike Kunstadt
Arnold Martin
Kent Smith
Margie Stipes

Paid Pol. Adv., Irving First – P.O. Box 154403, Irving, TX 75015- Randy Boatright, Treasurer
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Imagination ignites Halloween play and festivals

LINDA
HARPER
BROWN

RE-ELECT
A PROVEN LEADER
SEND LINDA BACK TO THE CAPITOL

LINDA HARPER BROWN
TEXAS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
DISTRICT 105, IRVING, TEXAS
EARLY VOTING: OCT. 23 – NOV. 3, ELECTION DAY NOV. 7
POL. ADV. PAID BY LIDA HARPER BROWN CAMPAIGN J RALPH ELLIS TREASURER 125 E JOHN CARPENTER STE 250 IRVING
TX 972-432-9919 CONTRIBUTIONS $500 AND OVER INCLUDE EMPLOYER AND POSITION, THE CAMPAIGN DOES NOT SOLICIT
ACCEPT FOREIGN NATIONAL AND CORPORATE CONTRIBUTIONS FEC RULES

Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking
All You Can Eat Food Bar After 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters Selection

“Where
Where Irving Meets & Eats”
425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor
BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

For Take Out Call

(972) 253-7335

SPECIALS
EVERY
DAY!

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Serving Irving For Over 35 Years
Visit Our Other Locations at
5912 Denton Hwy., Watauga, TX

Metro (817) 498-7079
And our new location at
310 Mitchell Rd., Mansfield, TX

Metro (817) 477-3383
IN GOD WE TRUST
Pol. Adv paid for by Friends of Judge Faith Johnson, 4516 lovers Ln, 363, Dallas TX 75225, Martha Weisend, Treasurer
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Residents of all ages join in the fun, excitement

Experience you can trust for your family

Judge Frances Harris
302nd Family District Court
Endorsed by Committee for a Qualified Judiciary

!
Board Certified Specialist Family Law & Civil Trial Law
TX Board of Legal Specialization

!
Life Fellow Texas Bar Foundation

!
Child Advocate of the Year Child Abuse Prevention
Center

!

Experienced Judge Proven Leadership

www.judgefrancesharris.com
e-mail:judgefrancesharris@msn.com
Political ad paid by Judge Harris Campaign, P.O. Box 113276,
Carrolton,TX 75011, Lane McDaniel, Treasurer
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Scholarships will benefit firefighting community for generations to come
Continued from page 1

who come first for every emergency.
It is obvious that our community is
saying that firefighters are first in
their eyes.
“Through the Firefighters’ Ball,
we are going to endow a scholarship fund for the firefighters’ children. The funds we are raising now
will sponsor the scholarships for
next September. Then money will
go in an endowment. The goal is to
raise $500,000 over the next three
years, so that at 5% interest, $25,000
a year will be generated without
having to worry about raising additional fund.
“We asked everyone to wear
colors of fire for the Ball. You know,
it is not easy to find a red, orange
or yellow dress. A lot of the ladies
have said they are going to start

looking now for next year, because
you don’t come across those colors very often. The goal is that each
year it will build and build so that
we will have ‘fire’ walking among
the tables. Red, yellow and orange
flitting around,” she said.
Larry Miller, a driver at Fire Station 3, believes the event will affect
firefighters positively for generations to come.
“I want the citizens of Irving
to know that we appreciate them
coming out and saying ‘thanks’ to
us for what we do. It is great to see
the community participate in an
event just for the firefighters. We
really appreciate everything that
they give back to us,” Miller said.
“This event means a great deal
to the firefighters. The leadership

of the department encourages the
men to believe in the community.
You can’t even hardly put words to
what this does for the morale of the
men to come out, receive some recognition for their work and see that
other people believe in what they
do. It boosts morale which makes
for a better fire department and better service to the citizens.
“I don’t think the firefighters
know yet how long lasting this
scholarship program is going to be
for them. This program should
outlast me, my kids and my
grandkids. If we do this right, it
should turn into something that
fulfills itself and decades from now
we will still have the scholarship
fund for the kids of firemen who are
not even a part of the fire depart-

ment yet. I don’t think most of the
men realize how much this is going
to matter to them,” he said.
Assistant Chief Deputy
Downes of the Dallas County
Sheriff’s Office feels the event gave
the community an opportunity to
appreciate their firefighters.
“The recognition firefighters
get from this evening is important.
A lot of times people take
firefighters and law enforcement for
granted. Something like this puts

them in the forefront,” Chief
Downes said.
“Putting children through
school is a very, very daunting task.
It is expensive. I have two of them
in school right now. These scholarships will be very important.
“I have been in law enforcement for 12 years and I have never
been to a party like this before. This
evening has been very entertaining and enlightening. It was fun,”
he said.

Mungles Flushed Awa
wayy
on Movies offers families
By Matt Mungle
Title: Flushed Away
Rated: PG
Flushed Away is the new animated offering from Dreamworks
about a sophisticated rat named
Roddy (Hugh Jackman) who gets
flushed away from his penthouse
life down to the sewers of London.
The plot revolves around him trying to make his way back up top
with the aid of a cute tom-girl of a
rat
named
Rita
(Kate

a
swimmingly good time
Winslet). Their plans are constantly
interrupted by a scheming toad (Ian
McKellen) and his henchman.
This film looks amazing even if
the story and plot are not up to
Pixar par. Due to the large amount
of scenes involving water the
project is fully CGI, staying away
from their trademark clay, stop motion animation. This gives a crisp
clean image on every layer. The
lines are full of wit, and you find
yourself laughing quite bit. Yet the
story never really takes off. Not a
huge issue when you are talking
about risky rats and singing slugs,
but adults may find themselves losing interest from time to time.
Eighty-six minutes is a perfect
length for this film and it stops just
at the right moment.
It’s wild how far cartons have
come and now we call them fulllength animated features. We find
ourselves discussing the plot
depth of two mice in a boat made of
household objects. But that is what
we have been spoiled to and so we
expect the same results from mice
as from men.
Rated PG for crude humor and
some language, Flushed Away is
totally kid friendly. The scenes of
action and peril are very mild and
the slapstick is right up kid alley.
The few lines and potty humor
thrown to the adults are quick, and
if your kid even catches it, will find
it just as funny as the adults.
Though not as fast paced and clever
as this years earlier Over the Hedge,
this is still a must see for all families. Rarely do opportunities come
long for an entire family outing to
the theater and this one will be enjoyed by all regardless if it doesn’t
become a main stay on all home
DVD shelves. With a look at
Flushed Away, I’m Matt Mungle.
Matt is a member of the North Texas
Film Critics Association (NTFCA)
and hosts the weekly syndicated Indie
Rock Radio Show Spin 180. Plus with
his wife Cindy they do a weekly radio
feature, The Mungles on Movies. For
additional reviews and interview clips
visit www.mungleshow.com.

Sales
Representatives
needed in the
Irving area.
Local company Call

214-675-6493
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Four Seasons donations $200,000 at Cool Run

Fun and festivities surrounded
the 22nd annual Four Seasons Cool
5K and 10K Run benefiting the Irving Health Care Foundation in support of Cancer Services at Baylor
Medical Center at Irving on Oct. 28.
“A lot of heart and passion
goes into producing this event,”
Race Director Angela Enright said.
“Our goal is to raise as much money
as possible for the Irving Cancer
Center and to raise awareness
about the disease. We have some
great doctors and treatments available in our community.
“The Four Seasons is committed to helping fund the latest and
greatest treatments available. The
$200,000 check we will write today
will go to purchase breast diagnostic equipment for the earliest detection of breast cancer. We will also
have enough money left over to pay
for some of the latest treatments in

prostate cancer, colorectal cancer,
and continuing education for our
cancer doctors and their nurses. We
are really proud of that.
“Over time our event has
grown. We have raised more money

Fox Glen Block Party

Picture left to right; Bob Moorhouse, Gail Nash, Sammy Maddox, Gary Puckett
(the terrific chef!), Amy Lambright,
Provided by Katherine Howard
his assistant and Gary McCann

CDC Fun Run offers
kids a healthy tradition
The grounds of the South
MacArthur Church of Christ became temporary sports arena last
Saturday as the Children’s Discovery Center presented its 22nd annual
CDC Fun Run and Auction.
“We have over 400 people here
today,” Jamie Mays, director of the
Children’s Discover Center, said. “I
don’t know that there is another
event like this for children in the
Metroplex. The children have been
working for a little over a month,
jogging everyday until they work
up to a mile. Everybody who
crosses the finish line receives a
ribbon regardless of whether they
walked, crawled or whatever.

every single year. We added the
10K back in, so it has become more
competitive and that seems to attract more people. We will keep doing it forever, because our philan-

“We also use it as the one and
only fundraiser for the school by
including the silent and audible
auctions. We invite people in the
community to join our run and our
auction. It is a fun community
event.
“We stress using physical activity to keep a healthy body. We
stress the fact that everybody is a
winner. Finishing what you start,
working hard and feeling that you
are always a winner are so important. This race teaches life lessons,
not just that kids should try to win
an award. Anyone can run, but kids
6 th grade and below compete for
medals and trophies,” she said.

Two long tables piles high with
homemade desserts from many in
the neighborhood 85 attended
committee; Ann Benigno Barbara
Heyde Sammy Maddox Bob and
Nancy Moorhouse Gail Nash
For the second year in a row,
Gary Puckett, Sammy’s cousin, volunteered to smoke/barbeque all the
meats and provide the salads. We
were having a bit of a “bean cook
off” between Gary Puckett’s Texas
Beans and Gail Nash’s Boston
Baked Beans, just for the fun of
it. Sammy Maddox deserves the
highest thanks, he and his “team”
did the majority of the work.
Bouncy Room was a big success
again this year. It always amazes me
that kids can climb in there and
come out over two hours later perfectly happy......great sitter for the
adults.

thropic focus at the Four Seasons
is to raise money for cancer.
“I am proud of how this event
pulls people together for a common
cause. People sort of put their own
personal wishes aside and think

about this as a group effort. It is
very humbling to see the kind of
effort that goes into this from the
employees, volunteers, sponsors
and every day citizens who come
out to help and are involved in such
a great cause,” she said.
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OBITUARIES
to the American Cancer
Society and the Susan B.
Komen Foundation. A
memorial service was held
Nov. 1 at Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home.

MICHAEL LEE THOMPSON
Michael Lee Thompson, beloved husband,
brother and
friend, passed
away October
28, 2006 after a
courageous
battle against
cancer and lung disease. He was 56
years old.
A 1968 graduate of South Garland High School, Michael received
his Bachelor of Science degree from
Stephen F. Austin State University
in Nacogdoches. Earlier this year,
he was recognized by Zale
Corporation for his “30 years of
commitment and dedicated service.” A daring skier, skilled
fisherman, great cook, and talented
gardener, Michael had a zest for life.
Cocker spaniels were a special passion.
He is survived by his wife, Pam
Shapiro Swope Thompson, and his
rescue dog Kadey, his sisters
Peggy Thompson Shaw and her
husband Steven and Pat Thompson Penrod of San Antonio, and
sister-in-law Donna Neuberg and
husband Leland and father-in-law
Leroy Neuberg of Brookline, MA.
Nephews include Ronald Bruce Hall
and wife Teresa of San Diego, CA;
Grant Alan Neel and wife Andrea;
William Marc Helmer of San Antonio; Steven Shaw and wife Danielle
and daughter Cyan of Denver, CO;
and nieces Jan Lee Rekemeyer and
children Jessie, Kara, and Blake of
San Antonio; Sonya Ellerton and
husband Bret of Seattle, WA; and
Eva Simone Neuberg of Los Angeles, CA.
He was preceded in death by
his parents Vernon Lee and Allie
Thompson and nephew Gary Blake
Hall. Michael died one day after
celebrating his 56th birthday. A helium-filled happy birthday balloon
was released into the nighttime sky
that evening to mark his passing.
In lieu of flowers, his wife and
family request donations be made

DORISALICE CHAPLIN
Doris
Alice
Chaplin of Southlake
passed away October 31,
2006 in Grapevine.
She loved cooking, gardening, Big Band,
Classical and Inspirational music and she was
an avid Cowboy’s fan.
She is survived
by her husband Otis, son
and wife Joe and Sara
Sorrell of Alba, TX;
daughter and husband
Jan and Eugene Hodges
of Alba, TX; grandchildren Tai
Chong and wife April, and Clay
Plunk; great-grandchildren Justin,
Tailer, Cyrus, and Tairelle Chong,
brothers Jerry Ramey of Irving and
Fred Ramey of Bedford, TX; sisters Helen Evans of Irving and
Marilyn Ramey of McKinney, TX;
sisters-in-law, brothers-in-law, and
many nieces and nephews.
Family visitation was Nov. 2 at
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home.
Funeral services were Nov. 3 at
Brown’s Memorial Chapel with interment to follow at Oak Grove
Memorial Gardens. If desired, memorial donations may be made to
the National Kidney Foundation at
5429 LBJ Freeway, Suite 630, Dallas, TX 75240.
GLESSIE EATON LOVITT
Glessie Eaton
Lovitt went to
her eternal rest
on October 25,
2006.
S h e
was born in Bell
County, KY,
Dec. 19, 1911. Mrs. Lovitt was the
widow of Albert Eaton, and Earl
Lovitt, Corbin, KY. She loved hymn
singing and personal Bible study,
and was a woman of deep, strong
faith. Her love for her Lord has been
a strong influence on her family.
She was predeceased by her
son, John Wayne Eaton, Louisville,
KY, and is survived by her loving
daughter, Mildred (Millie) A.
Humphries (Jack) of Irving. Other
survivors include four grandchildren, four great grandchildren, and
two great-great grandchildren.
Mrs. Lovitt was a charter member of Central Baptist Church,
Corbin, KY, and a longtime member
of Southside Baptist Church, Jacksonville, FL. At the time of her death
she was a member of First Baptist
Church, Dallas.
Funeral service and interment
will be in Corbin, KY, Nov. 4. Arrangements to be announced by
Oneil Funeral Home. Brown’s Me-

606 West Airport Freeway – Irving, Texas 75062

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com

Serving Irving families since 1963

morial Funeral Home assisted the
family locally.
KATHRYN D. CALVIN
Kathryn
D.
Calvin, age 66, a
resident of Irving for 10 years,
died October 24,
2006 at her
home.
Born
Dec. 20, 1939 in Hot Springs, AR to
Levy and Ara Allen Rigmaiden,
Kathryn was a member of Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority and a graduate of Arkansas AM&N College in
Pine Bluff, AR. She married James
E. Calvin on Oct. 7, 1962 in Hot
Springs. He preceded her in death
March 2, 2004. Kathryn retired after 28 years as a manager at GMAC.
She was a member of Concord Missionary Baptist Church in Dallas.
Survivors include her son,
James Calvin, Jr. and wife Kimberly
of Carrollton; grandson, Kodei
Calvin; mother-in-law, Florene
Calvin of Hot Springs, AR; sistersin-law, Florene Calvin-Dawkins of
Midland, GA, Joyce Vaughn of Hot
Springs, AR, Janice Calvin of Topeka, KS, Barbara Crudup and husband Otis, Patricia Calvin, all of Hot
Springs and Florene Jones; nieces,
Linda Prescott, Marsha Goodley
and Joyce Wilson; nephew, Russell
Jones.
Visitation was Friday at the funeral home. Service was Oct. 28 at
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
Chapel. Rev. John McGee officiating.
GUADALUPE SANTOYA
Guadalupe
Santoya, of Irving,
passed
away October
27, 2006. She
was born Dec.
12, 1943 in Dallas.
Preceded in death by her husband Marselo R. Santoya in 2004,
survivors include her mother
Ignacia Guerra of Irving; son
Marselo Santoya, Jr. of Dallas;
daughters Irma Proenza of Boca
Raton, FL, Sophia Williams of
Rhome, TX, Consuelo Segovia of
Dallas, Lucy Santoya of Little Elm,
TX, and Destiny Santoya of Dallas; brothers Lorenzo Guerra, Valentine Guerra, and Joe David
Guerra; sisters Victoria Byrum and
Paulina Gonzales; 13 grandchildren;
and 7 great grandchildren.
A Rosary was held Oct. 30 at
the funeral home. Mass of Christian Burial was held Oct. 31 at Our
Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church,
Dallas. Interment followed at Calvary Hill, Dallas.
EUGENE
BRUMBELOW
Bernard Eugene
Brumbelow, of
Grand Prairie,
and formerly of
Irving, passed
away October
11, 2006.
He was born Oct. 6, 1923 in
Dundee, TX. Bernard enjoyed raising birds and fishing.
Survivors include his wife
Pansy Eileen Brumbelow and a large
loving family.
Funeral services were held Oct.
16 at Brown’s Memorial Chapel with
Chaplain Dan Ashley officiating. Interment followed at DFW National

Cemetery, Dallas. Memorial donations may be made to a charity of
choice.
AL HARDIN
Al Hardin, age 80, a resident of
North Richland Hills for 5 months,
formerly of Irving for 39 years, died
October 30, 2006 at a Bedford hospital.
Born April 14, 1926 in Brady,
TX to Alfred George Hardin, Sr. and
Lois Lewallen Hardin, he married
Billye Sue Middleton Aug. 13, 1955
in Melvin, TX. Al was a member of
Plymouth Park Baptist Church in
Irving for 39 years.
He was preceded in death by
his parents, two brothers and two
sisters. Survivors include his wife,
Billye Sue Hardin; daughter, Karen
McDowell and husband Mike of
Fort Worth; daughter, Gina Bevers
and husband Bart of Round Rock;
son, Scott Hardin and wife Pei-Ling
of Bedford; granddaughters,
Brooke Hatcher and husband
Chuck of Fort Worth, Shawnda
McDowell of Hurst and Jordan
Hardin of Bedford; grandson, Zane
Bevers of Round Rock; great
grandchildren, Alexis Hatcher and
Aiden Hatcher; brother, Billy Jack
Hardin and wife Romell of North
Richland Hills.
Visitation was Wednesday at
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home.
Service was Nov. 2 in the Chapel at
Plymouth Park Baptist Church. Rev.
Ken Branam officiating. Interment

was Thursday at Dallas-Fort Worth
National Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be made to the
American Cancer Society or to the
local mission funds at Plymouth
Park Baptist Church. Services were
under the direction of Donnelly’s
Colonial Funeral Home.

ARZETTAMAY ROACH
Arzetta
May Roach of
Coppell passed
away November
1, 2006.
S h e
was born on
Oct. 4, 1915 in Benton, MN. Mrs.
Roach was a member of MacArthur
Blvd. Baptist Church and she loved
to sew.
She is survived by her son and
daughter-in-law Carl and Frances
Wiggins of Colleyville, TX and
daughter and son-in-law Barbra and
Bill Hromadka of Coppell; sisters
Dora Lane of Yantis, TX and Lilian
Wiggins of Haltom, TX; 5 grandchildren; 8 great-grandchildren and
4 great-great-grandchildren; also a
host of nieces and nephews and
family at MacArthur Blvd. Baptist
Church.
Family visitation was Nov. 3 at
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home.
Funeral Services will be 1:00 p.m.
Nov. 4 at MacArthur Blvd. Baptist
Church in Irving with interment to
follow at Bluebonnet Hills Memorial Park in Colleyville.

Continuing The Tradition
“The Right Choice for Over 50 Years.”
Church & Chapel Services
Local, Out of Town
Services
& Burials
Memorials
Cremation
Memories Flowers

BERNARD

Ben F.

972-254-4242
Brownmem@msn.com

BROWN’S MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME
Brown Family Owned and Operated.
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Irving
Rambler
Marketcenter
SALES POSITION
Local territory, established
accounts, People person, detail oriented, responsible,
courteous, articulate, computer literate, MS Office,
email and internet savvy opportunity for growth, experience preferred, fax resume to
214-808-2815 for appointment

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES
FOR SALE-Hot Wheels Collection-Treasure Hunts, Final
Runs and many other series
972-438-4522
HELP WANTED
P.T.Eve.
Exp office cleaner $8.50 to
$10.00hr. leader type a plus
Irving m-817-688-7299.

Wheel Chair Mechanic
Needed. 12 volt & 24 volt
electrical experience required.
Mon-Fri, 9-5, good working
condition. Prefer older person
972-513-1800
325 South Beltline, Irving

REAL ESTATE
Rental Newly Remodeled 1/
1 condo in Las Colinas. 24
hr. security, pools, workout
facility, free cable and much
more. Call 214-914-7975 to
find out more.
Remodeled home: 3 BR 2
bath, 1500 sf. Large corner
lot. New 35 year roof. New
exterior & interior paint. New
gutters. New carpet. New appliances and A/C. 1602 Fair
Oaks, Irving, TX 75061. For
Sale/Lease $120,000.00/
1,100.00 month. Contact
George at 972-948-8312.

The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together.
When you place a classified advertisement in the Rambler, we
publish it online at no additional charge. The Irving Rambler does
not accept submission of an advertisement as a commitment to
publish. Publication of an advertisement does not create an obligation to continue publishing. The Irving Rambler reserves the
right to refuse to publish any advertisement for any reason. Ads
promoting hate groups, or including inappropriate material will
not be published. E-mail addresses will only be published if included in the copy of your classified ad.

To purchase classified ads call
214-675-6493.
ADVERTISING PRICES
First 15 words
Each additional word

$7.00
$0.20

Bold, Caps, border

$7.00

Look for savings in our
new coupon section

It’s been reported that President Warren G. Harding played
poker twice a week.

By Samantha Weaver
It was newsman Damon
Runyon who made the famous observation, “The race is not always
to the swift, nor the battle to the
strong — but that’s the way to bet.”
For once, a flasher on the subway in New York got his just comeuppance. After exposing himself to
a woman on the platform, he started
to run away. In his haste, though,
he had forgotten to pull up his
pants. He tripped over them and fell
onto the track just as the train was
pulling into the station. Perhaps
that’s why flashers are typically
seen wearing long coats instead of
pants.

Single men, take note: A recent
survey of singles on the dating
scene reveals that the majority of
women — 61 percent — prefer a
date who is clean-shaven. If you
simply must have facial hair, however, try a goatee: 23 percent of the
women surveyed think it’s sexy.
Mustaches aren’t terribly popular,
though you might be able to get
away with having one if you live in
Texas — one in every five women
in the Lone Star State love them.
Those who study such things
say that in the early days of the
United States, more people bought
astrological almanacs than Bibles.
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Novelist and short-story writer
Steven Millhauser is best known
for his work “Martin Dressler: The
Tale of an American Dreamer,”
which was awarded the Pulitzer
Prize for Fiction in 1997. Millhauser
is also a professor at Skidmore,
where he was teaching a class
when a messenger handed him a
note informing him that he had won
the prestigious award. He didn’t
believe the news, though; he left
the class after telling his students
that a “grotesque error had been
committed” and he had to straighten
it out

Thought of the day
“Speak when you’re angry and
you’ll make the best speech you’ll
ever regret.” — Laurence J. Peter
(c) 2005 King Features Synd., Inc.
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NAACP reco
gnizes Students of the Year
recognizes
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Is that worth THIS in our neighborhoods?

Vote NO to Malt Liquor,
Beer & Wine Sales NOV 7
Recognized for their community and academic achievements Alexandrya
Holley, Samuel Fanta, Kensley Cunningham and C. Jeff Okeke, the
NAACP’s Students of the Year, stand with NAACP Irving Branch
president, Tony Grimes.

AmTryke given at annual
Yellow Rose AMBUCS dinner

What does Irving get for that PENNY?
Convenience stores, gas stations, grocery stores, drive up beer
windows, and even dollar stores selling malt liquor, beer and wine.
What Irving’s Deputy City Attorney reported to the City Council in July
2004 is still true today:
The City CANNOT limit malt liquor, beer and wine sales to just
grocery stores – convenience stores, gas stations, dollar stores and
drive up beer windows must be allowed;
The City CANNOT place any distance requirements between retail
alcohol outlets and your home;
The City CANNOT ban drive up beer windows or beer porches; and
The City CANNOT limit the number or concentration of malt liquor,
beer, and wine outlets.

Filled with excitement, Jared Dahlander is helped onto his new AmTryke
by his mom, Heidi, and Uncle Gerry Dahlander.

The Yellow Rose chapter of
Irving AMBUCS hosted its fifth
annual Auction Dinner at the Las
Colinas Country Club on Oct. 28.
As part of the evening’s activities, six year old Jared Dahlander
received his very own AmTryke.
“We are so excited,” Heidi
Dahlander, Jared’s mom, said. “We
have really been looking forward
to this. He has been on a waiting
list for a while. We found out about
this program through his therapy
at Medical City.
“His physical therapist tried
him on an AmTryke and it has become his favorite thing. For a child
who is not able to walk, to be able
to move like that is a thrilling thing.
“In the beginning, he wouldn’t
even hold on. He has some sensory issues about different touches
and he didn’t want to hold it. But
after just a couple of weeks he
would grab on to that handle bar
and he was ready to go. Using his
hands and feet on the AmTryke
teaches him the reciprocal motion
needed for walking. Our big goal

for him is that in time he will be able
to walk with some kind of assistance. Hopefully the AmTryke will
help him get to the point where he
can walk.
“We are very thankful that
there are people who care about
special needs children. It really
means a lot to families to see their
child ride a bike when they have
not been able to do something like
that. Most people take those things
for granted. For us it is a special
thing to see the joy on his face as
he rides. I am very grateful and appreciative of what they do,” she
said.
Providing balance to the men’s
AMBUCS club, the ladies of the
Yellow Rose AMBUCS raise funds
to provide people with mobility difficulties AmTrykes, therapeutic tricycles. Scholarship monies are also
raise to help defray the costs of students entering the physical therapy
field. The group meets at the New
Panda Restaurant located on Airport Freeway each Wednesday at
noon.

V. Rose Mercer
for

Dallas County
Justice of the Peace
Precinct 4, Place 2
www.voteforrose.com
Pol. Adv. paid for by Rose Mercer

Lacking the ability to regulate alcohol outlets Irving will quickly evolve
into what you see in Dallas at Skillman/Abrams, the bikini beer barns on
Webb Chapel or Grand Prairie on Jefferson Blvd. The DMN recently reported
that Carrollton citizens have discovered that there is nothing that can be
done to prevent the heavy concentration of alcohol outlets popping up
even around daycare centers. Studies have shown that these heavy
concentrations of convenience stores, drive up beer windows and beer barns
selling malt liquor and beer attract vagrants, loiterers, the homeless, and
criminal activity. Malt liquor (known on the street as “liquid crack”) have
twice the alcohol content of beer at half the cost and is the drink of choice
for these groups.
There are already over 125 existing retail outlets that would be allowed
to sell malt liquor, beer and wine, primarily concentrated in Central and
South Irving. Proponents of alcohol sales would like you to believe that
Irving needs the sale of malt liquor, beer and wine to offset the revenue
from losing the Dallas Cowboys. Nothing could be further from the truth.
Development proposals are currently being submitted which will result in
more than a billion dollars of development and generate substantial year
round tax revenues.

Vote NO to Preserve YOUR Neighborhood.
3 Early Voting Locations:
City Hall 825 West Irving Blvd. Irving Arts Center 3333 N. MacArthur Blvd. Barbara
Bush Middle School 505 Cowboys Pkwy.

Early Voting Dates:
Monday through Friday Oct. 23 – Oct 27, 2006 from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 28 from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Sunday, Oct. from 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday, Oct. 30 – Nov. 3, 2006 from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Visit our Website to get all of the facts at www.IrvingFirst.org. Pol. Adv. paid for by ICCC, Anold Martin, Treasurer

Read the newspaper online
at www.irvingrambler.com
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Coupons & Discounts
2912 N. Beltline, Irving, TX 75062
Buy one entree
get one
1/2 off

972-252-4700

Mon- Thur 11-8
Fri & Sat. 11 - 9
Sunday closed

Give your Cook a Rest! Homestyle Cooking at its
Family owned andBest!
operated,

expires Irving’s only smoke free home style restaurant!
12-31-06

The Irving Rambler

Traditional polling places mo
ved
moved
Lee Britain Elementary, precinct 4602, and the Pentecostal
Church, precinct 4608, will not be
open to voters. Instead the First
Christian Church, 210 East 6th Street,
will be open to voters in precinct
4602; and J.R. Goode Elementary,
1200 East Union Bower will be open
to voters in precinct 4608.

Election day voting will take
place from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Nov.
7.
For a complete list of polling
places and additional information
about the election, visit
www.ci.irving.tx.us or call 972-7212600.

ISO performs for Irving ISD students

Lunch specials starting at $5.99

Provided by Craig Boleman
The Irving Symphony Orchestra (ISO) will perform concerts for
over 5,000 fifth and seventh grade
students from the Irving Independent School District (IISD) on Nov.
9 and 10. Through these annual
concerts, the ISO has now reached
more than 100,000 local students.
The ISO will perform four concerts at Calvery Church for approximately 1,500 students per concert.
For many of these Irving children,
these concerts afford them their
first fine arts experience.
“When Irving students hear
great music performed live for them,
it expands their world,” ISO Board
Chairman Robert Martinez said.

“And when they see a group of
culturally diverse musicians who
make a living playing great music,
it let’s them know that there are career opportunities they can pursue
by staying in school.”
ISO Maestro Hector Guzman
notes that Irving Symphony Orchestra is composed of musicians
from across the globe. Following
each concert, students are invited
to visit with some the ISO musicians, including Maestro Guzman.
The Children’s Concerts are
made possible by a grant fron the
Stemmons Foundation, with technical support from DeVry University and the Irving Independent
School District.

Churches gather for
Sunday picnic

Over 100 Items
Daily On Buffet

PARTY
ROOM

Reservations
Up To
50 People

Panda Cafe

All You Can Eat
Raw Oysters & Crab Legs
Fri & Sat Night

$8.99

2535 W. Airport Frwy
Irving, TX 75062
Tel: (972) 258-8338
Fax: (972) 252-6545
~
Se Habla Espanol

LUNCH

Business Hours

DINNER

Mon-Thur 5:00-9:30 p.m. $7.99
Mon-Thurs 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. $5.99
Fri-Sat
5:00-10:00 p.m. $8.99
Saturday 11:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. $7.99
Sunday
11:00 a.m.-9:30 p.m. $8.99

By Jess Paniszczyn
Six Irving churches took advantage of Sunday’s sunny weather
to hold a group picnic in Victoria
Park. Church members and area residents gathered around a variety of
cooked meats, sandwiches and several side dishes while their children
ate candied apples and played on
the equipment.
“We are trying to bring people
out from different segments of the
community to share an afternoon,
enjoy one another’s company and
get to know each other,” Joe Orman,
a member of Irving Bible Church,
said. “It is a positive way to reach
out and show each other that there
are not as many differences between people as it might appear.
Things like this can break down
barriers and allow people to see one
another for who they really are.
“Today we think we are going
to have about 500 people. We
passed out a little over 5,000 flyers
to schools and the apartments
around the area.
“We are going to do this again
for the next two Sundays (Nov. 5,
12) from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. We would
really love for people to come out.
Next week we have the children’s
puppet show planned. It would be
a great thing for kids to see. The
following weekend we are going to
tell some stories. We are going to
bring food and share with one another and hopefully have some
more great weather,” he said.
Day Stephenson, pastor of Evergreen Baptist Church, feels that
the churches working together provide a sense of unity in the Irving
church community.

“We are here trying to bring
the community together and to
reach those who don’t know Christ.
With 70% of Irving being unchurched, this is an opportunity
just to touch those people who are
not part of a church,” Pastor
Stephenson said.
“We have to reach the people
where they are. Through the food
we have a chance to fellowship with
people, offer Christ them and offer
the opportunity to enjoy the fellowship of being in a ministry.”

