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Congress poised to damage import-export businesses
By Jess Paniszczyn
Banks are notoriously conservative organizations. If you have ever
tried to secure a loan from a bank
you probably have some firsthand
knowledge of this phenomenon. Only
once you provide your shoe size, date
of your senior prom and the name
of your favorite aunt’s first pet, can
a bank begin to evaluate whether
to lend you the money to install the

Jacuzzi you have always desired.
Imagine the difficulties involved
if you are a small company trying to
secure a five year loan from a U.S.
bank for a foreign business to buy
your product. How difficult might it
be for an American company to borrow money from a U.S. bank to create
a telecommunications network in a
foreign in country, say Kenya?
Rather than lose millions of

dollars annually in foreign trade, the
federal government established the
Export-Import Bank of the United
States (Ex-Im) in 1934. Periodically,
the Ex-Im’s charter must be reauthorized. Congress has reauthorized the
Ex-Im 16 times with no difficulties.
Congress is currently considering Ex-Im for reauthorization in
September, and for the first time in its
history, Ex-Im is facing considerable

opposition.
Theories as to why members of
Congress oppose Ex-Im range from
misinformation to power plays for
political gain. Whatever the case,
businesses large and small have
joined together with Chambers of
Commerce around the nation to
lobby Congress and inform the public
about the importance of the ExportImport Bank.

“For us, this issue is a critically
important one,” Bill Hammond, CEO
of the Texas Association of Business,
said. “It’s about jobs, jobs, jobs. There
are over 1,000 businesses that benefit directly from the Export-Import
Bank through direct exportation on
their part or they are vendor, suppliers to people who do export. Our fear
is that many of these jobs will go away
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By Genesis Bishop
After years of presenting an increasingly laxer version of a revised
ethics code concerning campaign
donations, Irving council members
finally relented, passing the proposed
revisions in a 5-4 vote Thursday
night.
The new ethics rules prohibit
candidates in single-member districts from taking more than $10,000
from a single donor and for those
candidates in at-large districts the
cap would be set at $25,000 from a
single donor.
Furthermore, the language pro-
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(Above) Volunteer Asia helps
demonstrator Brandon Robinson
of the Perot Museum illustrate
how dense clouds can be by
holding one in her hand for a
moment before it bursts during
the Fire & Ice event at East
Library in Irving. The event was
provided by the Perot Museum
of Nature and Science via a grant
from the QuickTrip Corporation.
(Right) Ana volunteers to help
illustrate a combustion reaction
by bursting a hydrogen filled
balloon with a lit candlestick
with the help of demonstrator
Hanna Moots of the Perot
Museum. / Photos by Genesis Bishop

hibits individuals or entities seeking
or holding no-bid contracts with the
city from donating to candidates
at all.
Even though the mayor could
not identify any persons that would
be affected by the rules concerning
paid lobbyists, any future parties that
receive money to represent interests
to council members will be required
to disclose their clients.
“This will ensure that people
coming before the council or representing interests before council will
be known and their business interests
See CITY COUNCIL, Page 7

Kids Energy event expands
classroom science lessons
By Genesis Bishop
From baking soda and vinegar
reactions to using solar energy to
change the color of ultraviolet reactive beads, children from kindergarten to sixth grade were knee-deep in
hands-on science at TXU in Irving
on Thursday.
TXU Energy provides funding
to the National Energy Education
Development (NEED) project, which
aims to provide supplement curricu-

lum to students and teachers all over
the world in the field of science.
“We provide funding for the
NEED project to take this curriculum
into classrooms across the states.
So, it’s very important for us to be
involved with them, because we
don’t want to just give out money,
we want to be a part of what they are
doing,” Jaun Elizondo Jr. of TXU
Energy said. “Hopefully [the kids]
See KIDS ENERGY, Page 10

Police ask for help identifying
WE CARE ABOUT YOU
homicide investigation suspects
& YOUR FAMILY

By Genesis Bishop
On Monday, Aug. 4, at approximately 1:05 a.m., the Irving Police
Department responded to a shooting
in the McDonalds’ parking lot located
at Carl Road and 183.
There were several eye-witnesses to the event, but the suspects were
not known by any of the individuals
who spoke to police.
The victim, 26-year-old Christopher Guajardo, was found deceased
from a gunshot wound in the parking lot. Guajardo is from Princeton,
Texas and according to the Irving
Police Department, was just passing
through town.
Prior to the shooting, witnesses
saw the victim arguing with two
unidentified persons. They were last
seen fleeing the scene eastbound on
the south service road of East Airport
Freeway.
Detectives have conducted a
preliminary investigation and are
attempting to identify the persons
and the suspect vehicle.
Irving Police Department Public
Information Officer, James McLellan, stated that the shooting did not

972-253-4200
www.mscitx.com

Office Hours:
Mon-Fri 8:00 AM–5:00 PM

Suspects in the homicide investigation
fled in the above maroon/red, late 2000’s,
Kia Sportage. /Courtesy photo
appear to be a robbery, nor could officers identify a motive for the crime.
Due to the nature of the crime
and the lack of motive, the Irving
Police Department is asking for the
public’s help in identifying the two
suspects witnesses provided descriptions of.
The first suspect is described as
a black male with a dark complexion,
approximately 5’10” to 6’00” tall,
slender build and in his 20s He was
wearing dark colored pants.
The second suspect is described
as a black female with a dark complexion, approximately 5’03” tall with
a thick build and also in her 20s. She
See HOMICIDE, Page 2

After Hours Clinic:
No appointment necessary
Mon-Fri 5:00 PM–9:00 PM
Sat & Sun 9:00 AM–4:00 PM

Lab & Radiology:
Mon-Fri 7:30 AM–5:30 PM

Not available for After Hours Clinic

Main Location:

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Irving, 75061

Other Locations:

Baylor MOBI:
2001 N. MacArthur Blvd. #425
Valdez Clinic:
3501 N. MacArthur Blvd #400
Tuscan Cardiovascular Center:
701 Tuscan Dr #205

Las Colinas:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #250
OB/GYN:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #255
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Take advantage of tax free weekend for items under $100
This year’s Sales Tax Holiday is
Aug. 8-10. As in previous years, the
law exempts most clothing, footwear,
school supplies and backpacks priced
under $100 from sales and use taxes,
which could save shoppers about $8
on every $100 they spend.
Subject to the criteria explained
below, all sales of qualifying items
made during the holiday period
qualify for the exemption, including
items sold online, by telephone or
mail. Lay-away plans can be used
again this year to take advantage of
the sales tax holiday.
The dates for the sales tax holiday are set by the Legislature.
Retailers are not required to collect state and local sales or use tax on
most footwear and clothing that are
sold for less than $100 during the
holiday. Exemption certificates are
not required. The exemption applies
to each eligible item that sells for
less than $100, regardless of how
many items are sold on the same
invoice to a customer. For example,
if a customer purchases two shirts for

$80 each, then both items qualify for
the exemption, even though the customer’s total purchase price ($160)
exceeds $99.99.
The exemption does not apply
to the first $99.99 of an otherwise
eligible item that sells for more than
$99.99. For example, if a customer
purchases a pair of pants that costs
$110, then sales tax is due on the
entire $110.
The exemption also does not
apply to sales of special clothing or
footwear that the manufacturer primarily designed for athletic activity
or protective use and that is not normally worn except when used for the
athletic activity or protective use for
which the manufacturer designed the
article. For example, golf cleats and
football pads are primarily designed
for athletic activity or protective use
and are not normally worn except for
those purposes; they do not qualify
for the exemption. Tennis shoes, jogging suits and swimsuits, however,
are commonly worn for purposes
other than athletic activity and thus

qualify for the exemption.
The sales tax holiday exemption
does not extend to rental of clothing
or footwear; nor does it apply to
alteration (including embroidery)
or cleaning services performed on
clothes and shoes. Additionally, tax is
due on sales of accessories, including
jewelry, handbags, purses, briefcases,
luggage, umbrellas, wallets, watches
and similar items.
Backpacks priced under $100
sold for use by elementary and secondary students are exempt during
the sales tax holiday. A backpack is
a pack with straps one wears on the
back. The exemption includes backpacks with wheels, provided they can
also be worn on the back like a traditional backpack, and messenger bags.
The exemption does not include
items that are reasonably defined as
luggage, briefcases, athletic/duffle/
gym bags, computer bags, purses
or framed backpacks. Ten or fewer
backpacks can be purchased tax-free
at one time without providing an
exemption certificate to the seller.

Texas families also get a sales
tax break on most school supplies
priced at less than $100 purchased
for use by a student in an elementary
or secondary school.

PURCHASES OF SCHOOL SUPPLIES
USING A BUSINESS ACCOUNT

Persons buying qualifying school
supplies during the holiday are not
required to provide an exemption
certificate – with one exception. If
the purchaser is buying the items
under a business account, the retailer
must obtain an exemption certificate
from the purchaser certifying that
the items are purchased for use by
an elementary or secondary school
student. “Under a business account”
means the purchaser is using a business credit card or business check
rather than a personal credit card or
personal check; being billed under a
business account maintained at the
retailer; or is using a business membership at a retailer that is membership based.

LAYAWAYS

A sale of a qualifying item un-

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
TWIN WELLS GOLF COURSE

In this letter I will attempt to
recap what I stated during my three
minutes of open mike time on July
24, 2014 plus a few additional comments.
I know you have had access to a
lot of data pertaining to Twin Wells
golf course usage and how it has
declined. Golf course usage across
the nation has declined but that does
not mean there is not a great demand
for a course to play in Irving. A lot of
Irving golfers, mainly those that do
not belong to the private courses,
SUBSCRIBE
—surrounding
Only $35 cities
a year
play in the
as the
for
weekly
home
delivery!
courses are in better shape and costs
are about
the same
as Twin Wells.
Call
214-676-1145.
Irving has never put a lot of
money or effort in building and maintaining this course. Initially American
Golf built most of the course. In 1991

or 1992 there were approximately
55,000 rounds of golf played at Twin
Wells. It had been increasing every
year. Years later for whatever reason
, golf playing is on the decline across
the nation, including all the DFW
area courses. It is my understanding
that none of the City owned courses
in the area are showing a profit but
are being subsidized by the various
Cities just as they subsidize their
park departments. There are lots of
citizens that still want to play golf.
I fail to see the difference between
the City providing some funds for
upgrading the golf course and subsidizing it somewhat in each succeeding year if needed, compared to the
amount spent on recreation centers,
ball diamonds, swimming pools and
Campion Trails here in Irving. None
of which is self supporting. Dallas and

Rambler

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

G SUNRISE
IRVING SUNRISE
OTARY
ROTARY
Dallas Comic Con Fan Appreciation Day
Empty Shelter Day
August 9, 10 a.m.-7 p.m.

A one-day “mini-con” filled with fun for the
whole family! The event features free admission,
local comic book creators, your favorite
celebrities and more. The event will be held at
the Irving Convention Center.

Irving ISD Workshop for Parents of
Special Needs Children
EETINGSAug 11, 3–5 p.m.

Parents can learn how Irving ISD serves special
ursday mornings
needClub
children and other resources available to
nas Country
The event will be held at the West Irving
O'Connorthem.
Blvd
Library
g, Texas 75062 (4444 W Rochelle Road)

Café con Nosotros
August 12, 8:30-9:30 a.m.

Send us your comments
The Irving Rambler accepts your input, letters, comments – good as well as bad,
and opinions.
If you would like to see
your ideas in print, please email
them to irving@irvingrambler.
com or mail them to: The Irving Rambler, P.O. Box 177731,
Irving, Texas 75017
Re: Letters to the Editor

Grand Prairie subsidize millions of
dollars each year for their respective
golf courses. I believe more people
use the golf course in Irving than use
Campion Trails. The course needs to
be upgraded. If the City would come
up with less than 3 million dollars to
improve the course it would probably

come close to breaking even.
I have no doubt we can afford it.
I have observed the many, many millions of dollars spent on the Entertainment Center and redevelopment
of downtown Irving without a lot of
success. If the golf course fails, the
City of Irving will need to revisit the
Federal Judge’s ruling pertaining to
the forced closing of the old landfill.
If I remember correctly, the City still
has the responsibility to maintain
that property. It would be a shame
if we lose a golf course that could be
a tremendous asset to the City. Use
yourSUBSCRIBE!
best judgment but I have no
214-676-1145
doubt
that that we can afford it.
A former 12 year
City Councilman and Mayor
Roy Brown

Rambler

der a layaway plan qualifies for exSUBSCRIBE!
emption if the customer
places the
214-676-1145
qualifying merchandise on layaway
during the holiday or makes the final
payment during the holiday.

Ram

RAINCHECKS

Eligible items that customers
purchase during the holiday with
ADVERTISE!
use of a rain check qualify
for the ex972-870-1992
emption regardless of when the rain
check was issued. However, issuance
of a rain check by a seller during the
holiday period will not qualify an
eligible item for the exemption if the
item is actually purchased after the
US ifWHAT’S
holiday isTELL
over even
the rain UP!
check
972-870-1992
is presented at the time of purchase.

Ram

Ram

SOURCE: Texas Comptroller

Homicide
Continued from Page 1

was wearing a black strapless oneSUBSCRIBE!
piece shorts jumpsuit.
214-676-1145
The vehicle, which the suspects
fled from the scene in, is described
as a maroon, or red, mid 2000’s Kia
Sportage.
While witnesses told police they
believe the plate on the vehicle was a
ADVERTISE!
newer, black and white,
Texas license
972-870-1992
plate no definitive identifications
were made.
Anyone with information concerning this homicide is asked to
contact the Irving Police Department
at 972-273-1010 and reference case
TELL US WHAT’S UP!
number 14-16899.
Additionally, tips
972-870-1992
may be sent to ipdcrimetips@cityofirving.org or to Crime Stoppers.
Some information provided by
the Irving Police Department

SUBSCRIBE!
214-676-1145
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August 16

Where animal shelters across North Texas will
waive adoption fees in an effort to reduce the
pets residing at their facilities. Irving is one
of 26 cities that will participate in “Empty the
Shelter Day.”
The other cities are Arlington, Benbrook,
Burleson, Carrollton, Cedar Hill, Cleburne, Dallas,
Farmers Branch, Flower Mound, Fort Worth,
Garland, Grand Prairie, Keller, Lake Dallas,
JOIN Mansfield,
US McKinney, Murphy, North
Lewisville,
Richland
Hills,
Plano, Richardson, Richland Hills,
each week
Sunnyvale, Weatherford and Wylie.

for interesting
Lone Star Youth Orchestra Auditions
andAugust
motivational
16
The
Lone
Star Youth Orchestra (LSYO) is pleased
speakers

JOIN US
each week
for interesting
and motivational
speakers

Café con Nosotros is a morning networking
to announce auditions for the 2014-2015
event that is offered monthly by the IHCC held
Season. Auditions will take place on Saturday,
at the Chamber offices. Each CCN has a member
August
16, 2014 and Saturday, September 6,
MEETINGS
MEETINGS
sponsor. Attendees have an opportunity to
2014
at
the Irving
Arts Center. All auditions
7
a.m.
Thursday
mornings
7
a.m.
Thursday
mornings
give a brief 30 second “elevator speech”. The
are by appointment
only.
Please visit www.
Las
Colinas
Country
Club
Las
Colinas
Country
Club
sponsor receives an extended period of time to
lascolinassymphony.org/youth for more
Blvd
4400 N.O'Connor Blvd
speak, and may choose to present a slideshow,4400 N.O'Connor
information or call 972-252-4800.
Irving, Texas 75062
video, or vocally present their topic. This is a Irving, Texas 75062
NFL Punt, Pass and Kick Competition
great opportunity for individuals/companies to
August 16, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
network and introduce their business to other
The Irving Police Department’s Problem Solving
members.
Unit will host the NFL Punt, Pass and Kick
VNA Free Volunteer Training
Competition at Lady Bird Middle School (3601
August 12-14 & 19-21, 9 a.m.-12 p.m.
W. Pioneer Drive).
On Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays the
The equal opportunity competition is open
VNA will hold a six–part, 18–hour Volunteer
to boys and girls ages 6 to 15, and it allows
Training for individuals who are interested in
JOIN
US each week
youth to compete in a friendly
environment
helping terminally-ill patients and their families
using basic football skills (punting,
passing
for interesting and
who reside in Dallas and Tarrant Counties. The
and kicking). There is no cost to participate. To
✦ Graduated from the Indiana University School of Medicine
training will be held at VNA headquarters (1600
motivational
learn more about the event,
call (972) 721-3548 speakers.
✦ Internship in General Surgery at University of Texas Southwestern
Viceroy Drive, Suite 400, Dallas).
or contact Officer Bennie Bazley at bbazley@
✦ Residency in Urology at the University of Texas Southwestern
cityofirving.org.
MEETINGS: 7 a.m. Thursdays
DART Orange Line Public Meeting
✦ Member of the American Urological Association and the American
August 13, 6:30 p.m.
Las Colinas
Country Club
NPC Texas State Championships
and IFBB
DART staff will provide new schedules, maps,
Medical Association since 2008
4400 N.O'Connor Blvd.
Dallas Pro
and brochures for the August 18 Service Change, August 16
Irving, Texas 75062 ✦ He has special interests in the use of robotics in urology procedures
along with information on what passengers can
NPC facilitates bodybuilding, fitness,
and specializes in trauma/reconstruction, endourology, oncology,
expect to experience in the DFW Airport Station
figure, bikini and men’s/women’s physique
treating kidney stones and female urology.
and Terminal areas. The DFW Airport Station will
competitions around the great State of Texas!
impact the entire DART System and North Texas
Since 2010, the organization has offered
region, as it will provide a direct connection
MEDICAL Dr. Smith accepts most major health plans and is accepting new patients.
competitions and divisions from beginner to the
and
to one of the busiest airports in the world and
Hours: 8-5 Monday-Friday
masters’ competitor. NPC is the gateway to the
SURGICAL
one of the largest employment centers in our
IFBB Pro League. The event will be held at the
CLINIC of 2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 325,
area. The meeting will be held at the Dallas/Fort
Irving Convention Center.
IRVING
Irving TX 75061
Worth Airport Marriott (8440 Freeport Parkway).

NEW PHYSICIAN AT OUR CLINIC

William A. Smith, Jr., M.D

IRVING SUNRISE ROTARY

Specializing in Urology

972-253-4210

Rambler
N E W S PA P E R S

Owners		
Stacey Starkey, John Starkey
Publisher
214-676-1145
Tammy Pompa
To reach an Advertising Representative, please call 972-870-1992.

972-870-1992 | ideas@irvingrambler.net | feedback@irvingrambler.net | news@irvingrambler.net
The entire contents of this newspaper are the sole
property of Rambler Newspapers, with all rights reserved.
Reproduction or use, without permission, of editorial or
graphic content in any manner is prohibited.
If you have an upcoming event, game scores, a
press release, or interesting story, please let us know. The
Rambler encourages submission of articles, facts, and
photographs pertaining to the people, life, business, and
entertainment of Irving, Texas.
The Rambler #024981 is published weekly by
Rambler Newspapers, P.O. Box 177731, Irving, TX 75017.

You can subscribe to The Rambler for $35 per
year. The Rambler is also distributed in businesses and
public areas.
Deadline for the submission of articles and advertising is noon Wednesday, prior to the publication date.
All submitted articles are subject to editing. Opinions
expressed in submitted advertisements, articles, editorial,
or commentary are those of the writer, and not necessarily
those of The Rambler, the publisher, editor, or any staff
member. All articles, press releases, photographs and other
materials submitted become the property of The Rambler.

The Publication of columnists’ views, as well as advertising, does not constitute endorsement. The Rambler
reserves the right to reject or edit any advertising. The
Rambler, its publisher, and editor are not responsible for
errors in advertising.
The Rambler Volume 11 Issue 32 is published weekly
for $35 dollars a year by Rambler Newspapers, 627 S.
Rogers, Irving, TX 75060. Periodicals postage prices paid
at Irving, Texas. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
The Rambler, P.O. Box 177731, Irving, TX 75017.

NEW PHYSICIAN AT OUR CLINIC

Jayasree “Jaya” Grandhi, M.D.
The Rambler is Copyrighted 2014

Specializing in nephrology, particularly acute renal
failure, hypertension, and chronic kidney disease.
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Arson suspected in house fire on Vilbig Street
By Genesis Bishop
On Tuesday afternoon at approximately 3:30 p.m. witnesses
in the 100 Block of Vilbig Street in
Irving contacted the Irving Fire Department to report a house fire at 105
Vilbig Street.
The single family home, which
was unoccupied, was emitting smoke
from a broken front window when
first responders arrived at the scene.
The crew immediately made an interior attack, gaining entry to the house
from an unlocked porch door and
proceeding to force the front door
of the home open to allow further
access.
First responders stated that the
smoke and dense and hot throughout
the house and that the fire originated
in an interior bedroom.
The firemen had to break several
windows in order to assist with the
ventilation of each room and a positive pressure fan was placed at the
front door to further assist in airing
out the house.
According to the Irving Fire

Neighbors of the unoccupied house at 105 Vilbig Street called 911 after witnessing
smoke and fire in the building on August 5. The incident is suspected to be the result of
arson. / Photo by Genesis Bishop
Department, the fire was contained
to the room of origin and did not
penetrate through the sheetrock, although the door to the bedroom had
been completely burnt away prior to
the fire department’s arrival.
A neighbor told the fire department that he came outside as another
individual passing by was calling
911. He saw smoke coming out of
the bedroom window and could see
flames inside the home. He said the
most recent tenants residing there
were renting the property and had

moved out on August 1.
The owners of the property are
listed as Richard and Diana Wilkotz
of Freemont, Calif.
The Irving Police Department
online RAID system lists the fire as
an Arson.
Anyone with information concerning this incident is asked to
contact the Irving Police Department
at 972-273-1010 and reference case
number 14-0017044. Additionally,
tips may be sent to ipdcrimetips@
cityofirving.org or to Crime Stoppers.

Irving Music Factory will host special event
to preview Irving’s Entertainment District
The Irving City Council approved a special event permit for the
Irving Music Factory (IMF) at its
Thursday night meeting.
The ARK Group, IMF developer,
has scheduled a “Preview of Coming
Attractions” for the evening of Saturday, Aug. 30, with events that include
a brief video presentation, food trucks
and a free family-friendly outdoor
movie screening of “Raiders of the
Lost Ark,” in conjunction with Two
is One, One is None LLC. The event
will be held at the future site of the
IMF (300-380 W. Las Colinas Blvd.).
“The Irving Music Factory is yet
another example of the Chamber’s
successful partnership with the City,”

Shawn Callaway, interim president
and CEO of the Greater Irving-Las
Colinas Chamber of Commerce,
said. “We’ve remained steadfast in
our mission to improve the quality of
life and protect and grow Irving’s tax
base. The Irving Music Factory brings
viable economic development, retail
and dining into the Urban Center
and is a vital investment in Irving’s
future.”
Located between State Highway
114 and Las Colinas Boulevard near
the Irving Convention Center, the
Irving Music Factory is expected to
be a regional destination for music,
food and fun.
The project is expected to em-

ploy more than 1,000 workers.
The $165 million entertainment-anchored development is
slated to include 300,000 square feet
of retail and restaurants, 100,000
square feet concert hall and amphitheater with 8,000 seats, an outdoor
event plaza and 100,000 square feet
of office.
The district will be within walking distance to Irving Convention
Center and future Irving Convention Center Hotel,accessible to the
DART Orange Line and it will also
be serviced by Las Colinas’ Area
Personal Transport (APT) people
mover system.
SOURCE: Irving of Chamber of Commerce

Irving YMCA hosts Texas Hunger Initiative block party
By Genesis Bishop
The Irving Family YMCA hosted
a Texas Hunger Initiative (THI)
block party on Thursday to help raise
awareness for the final days of the
Summer Meals Program available
throughout the Irving and Dallas
County area.
The Free Summer Meals program is a USDA sponsored program
that has been in existence since the
1960s.
“It’s designed to fill that meal
gap for kids who are reliant on free
or reduced price meals during the
school year,” Loretta Landry, Child
Hunger Outreach Specialist, said.
“Many times when they’re out for
the summer and they’re not getting
those meals at their school, they’re at
greater risk of going hungry.”
Summertime should be a time
for food, friends and fun, but for one
in four Dallas County children, the
summertime can be a time of fear,
increased financial burden, and
hunger.
In Dallas County, there are over
172,000 children and teens who are
food insecure. During the school
year, the majority of these children
receive free or reduced-priced meals
while attending school, but in the
summertime, these same students
are at gravest risk. Children who
lack resources to eat healthy food
often subsist on unhealthy snacks or
junk food, which increases the risk
of obesity.
According to Landry, the summer meal programs in Irving, which
serve upwards of 10-20,000 Irving
children, are available through all

Thankful
Grateful
&Honored
to be part of the most awarded not-for-profit health care system in Texas

to all our people whose compassionate care made this possible

to serve so many wonderful communities

Children participating in the Irving Family YMCA’s Summer Camp Program enjoy a fastpaced game of hula-a-hoop red-light, green-light during a special block party held at
the facility to raise awareness for the Free Summer Meals program. / Photo by Genesis Bishop
of the recreation centers and are
sponsored by the Irving Independent
School District or City Square, which
help provide the meals to children.
“All of the rec centers were part
of the summer meals program then
also a number of apartment communities around Irving,” Landry said.
“Some of the lower income apartments actually had summer meals
coming to the apartment complex
each day.”
Volunteers from Baylor University’s Texas Health Initiative, United
Way of Metropolitan Dallas, Children
at Risk, Southwest Securities Federal
Savings Bank and local college students donated their time to interact
with kids in the Irving YMCA Summer Camp program.
“This is a great location,” Landry
aid when asked why the Irving YMCA

was chosen as the location for the
block party, “We have a great partnership with Doug Fox and the folks
at the Irving Family YMCA. Also,
this particular area has a heavy residential community around it. There
are a lot of kids and families that are
already participating in some way
with the YMCA…So this was a prime
location.”
Activities included basketball
games, hula-hoop red-light-greenlight, Simon Says, jump rope contests, face-painting and coloring.
Children were also treated to
free gifts and give-a-ways from the
volunteer organizations.
The Free Summer Meal programs in the Irving area will end
around August 20, but residents are
encouraged to participate in the final
days of the program for this year.

Visalakshi Rao Vallury, M.D., Ph.D.

RECOGNIZED IN 4 SPECIALTIES

U.S. News & World Report examines hospitals for their
annual “Best Hospitals” report. We’re proud to announce
that for 2014-15 Baylor Medical Center at Irving has been
recognized for excellence state-wide in four specialties—
Diabetes & Endocrinology, Gastroenterology & GI Surgery,
Neurology & Neurosurgery and Pulmonology. And we
realize, we have to re-earn this reputation every day, with
every patient.

Specializing in Family Practice
✦ University of Illinois College of Medicine
James Scholar Program for Independent Study
✦ Mt. Sinai Family Practice Residency of Chicago, Illinois
Department of Family Medicine and Community Health

Now part of

✦ Board Certified, American Academy of Family Physicians

For a physician referral or for more information, call
1.800.4BAYLOR or visit us online at BaylorHealth.com/Irving.

✦ Fluent in English and Telugu
MEDICAL
and

SURGICAL
CLINIC of
IRVING

Call today to schedule
an appointment!

Baylor Scott & White Health

1901 North MacArthur Blvd., Irving, TX 75061

972-253-4343

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Suite 325 Irving TX 75061

See USNews.com/BestHospitals for complete listings.
Physicians are members of the medical staff at one of Baylor Scott & White Health’s subsidiary, community or
affiliated medical centers and are neither employees nor agents of those medical centers, Baylor Medical Center
at Irving or Baylor Scott & White Health. ©2014 Baylor Scott & White Health BMCIRV_580_2014 RT
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OBITUARIES
CORRECTION
Part of this obituary was
inadvertantly omitted last week.

Audrey Grace
Burkham Whitney

Audrey Grace Burkham
Whitney, known by many as
“Amazing Grace” or “Nena”, died
at age 92 on July 27, 2014 surrounded by her family. She was
born in Camp County, Texas on
September
9, 1921 to
Kimp Burkham and
Vira Lu Vennie Newkirk
Burkham.
Grace met
and married the love of her life, Robert
Arthur Whitney on August 26,
1937 and they enjoyed 61 years of
marriage until his death in 1998.
She attended Durham Business
College and went on to work
successfully as a lumber broker
from 1937 until 1955. Grace then
decided to become a real estate
broker, eventually forming her
own companies. She owned
and operated Broadway North
Management Association in San
Antonio before retiring and moving to Lake Bob Sandlin and then
later to Irving, and continuing her
real estate brokerage well into the
1990’s. Grace was a true patriot
and was proud to be a part of the
Daughters of The Republic of
Texas. Her family and Christian
faith were important to her and
she enjoyed reading, sewing,
cooking and was interested in
genealogy. Grace was famous for
her chocolate and coconut pies.
She is preceded in death by her
parents, her beloved husband,
five brothers, seven sisters and
her grandson Timothy Redford.
Grace leaves a legacy of love
and will be greatly missed by
her daughter Lea Whitney; son
Robert Arthur Whitney, Jr. and
his wife Sharlene Whitney; grandchildren Monica Windes and her
husband Aaron Frank Windes;
Robert Arthur Whitney, III and
wife Angie Whitney; Dannielle
Whalen and husband James
Patrick Whalen, Jr; David Redford; Lynne Griffin and husband
Mark Griffin; great grandchildren
Carter Aaron Windes, Jacob Avery Windes, Weston Anderson
Windes, Taylor Grace Whitney,
Robert Arthur Whitney IV, Whitney Elizabeth Whalen, William
Patrick Whalen, Sarah Grace
Redford, Michael Ray Redford,
Leanna Elizabeth Redford, Alexis
Sheed, Nathan Griffin and his
wife Brittany Brown Griffin; Ashley Griffin McElroy and her husband Brandon McElroy; Daniel
Griffen and Audrey Griffin along
with great-great grandchildren
Katie Elizabeth Redford and Paxton Griffin. A funeral service will
be held at 10:00 AM on Saturday,
August 2, 2014 at Plymouth Park
Baptist Church at 1714 N. Story
Road in Irving with Reverend Ken
Branam officiating. Interment
will follow at Bethel Cemetery in
Southern Franklin County at 3:00
PM. The family received friends
at Brown’s Memorial Funeral
Home in Irving Friday, August 1,
2014 from 6:00 to 8:00 PM. The
family requests memorials on
behalf of Grace’s granddaughter
Lynne Griffin in her quest for a
new kidney. Memorials can be
made at www.helphopelive.org
{enter Lynne Griffin in the hourglass}. Words that sum up her
life are: Christian, Family, Love,
and Patriot.

OBITUARIES

To place an obituary
notice in the Rambler, please
contact Tammy Pompa at
972-870-1992. Fees apply.

Ella Mae Butler

Norman Eugene Lawrence, Sr.

Ella Mae Butler, a devoted
mother and grandmother, went
home to be with her Lord and Savior
on Thursday, July 31, 2014. Celebration services were held on Tuesday,
August 5th at 10:00 a.m. at Plymouth Park Baptist Church in Irving,
Texas. Graveside services
were held following at 3:00
p.m. in Albany,
Oklahoma. Ella
was born on November 18, 1942
in Albany, Oklahoma, a rural farming community,
to Archie and Eura Heflin. Before
moving to Irving, Ella married the
love of her life, Wilbur “Sonny” E.
Butler, and moved between Oklahoma, Louisiana, and Texas with
their two children Joel and Angela.
Ella was a long time Irving resident
and a faithful member of Plymouth
Park Baptist for close to 25 years. She
truly enjoyed her family, friends, and
church, and adored spending time
with those she loved. She looked
forward to game day at church,
playing card games, weekly bridge,
cheering for her grandchildren, and
going on trips with her friends and
family. She loved with all she had
and spoke openly about her faith,
beliefs and opinions. She had a
witty personality and could turn any
situation into a funny story. Ella was
always considered a strong, fun loving person and a hardworking, successful businesswoman. At one time,
along with her family she owned
and managed several hair salons in
Irving and Grand Prairie. Ella and
her daughter developed the largest
sitting agency in the DFW Metroplex,
which will continue to be operated by
her daughter.
Ella is preceded in death by her
love: “Sonny” Butler; her parents,
Archie and Eura Helfin; and her
brothers, Brian and Buddy Heflin.
Surviving to cherish Ella’s memory
is son, Joel Butler and his wife Amy;
daughter, Angela Butler-Tyler and
her husband Scot; grandchildren,
Dakota, Canyon, and Madison Butler, and Alec, Audrey, and Andrew
Tyler; brothers, James, Jerry, Weldon and Dale Heflin; and sister,
Evelyn Sample and her husband
Donald, many cousins, nieces, nephews and dear friends. Pallbearers will
be Joel Butler, Scot Tyler, Dakota
and Canyon Butler, and Alec and
Andrew Tyler. The family would
like to extend their gratitude to the
Neurology team at UT Southwestern for their sincere compassion,
prayers, and tender care of Ella and
her family, in particular Dr. Mickey,
Dr. Funk and the wonderful staff of
ICU nurses.

Norman Eugene Lawrence, Sr.,
85, peacefully moved to Heaven on
July 31, 2014 from his home in Colleyville, TX. The viewing was from
9:00am – 10:30am on Tuesday at
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
in Irving, followed by a graveside
service at 11:00am at Oak Grove
Memorial Gardens, also in Irving.
Norman was born December 5, 1928
in Long Beach, California, the son
of George and Jessie (Smith) Lawrence, Sr. He graduated from Poly
Technic High School and attended
Long Beach City College. On May 15,
1949, he married the love of his life,
Naomi Ruth Cloyd, and they moved
to Texas. After 44 years of marriage,
she moved to Heaven on August
2, 1997. God gave Norman a new
companion, Colleen Bailey, and they
married October 26, 1999. He loved
life to the fullest! As a teenager, he
traveled across America with childhood friend, Bob Zinn. He was an
accomplished artist, trumpet player
and had a successful business, Signs
by Norm, which allowed him the
pleasure of meeting and attending
Sunday school taught by President
Jimmy Carter and wife Rosalyn,
while doing a mural for Dr. Pepper
on the local drugstore in Plains, GA.
Norman and Colleen sang with the
Irving Silvertones and led gospel
singing at the Irving Senior Center
for over a decade. He was an avid
reader and was never without at least
one joke of the day! Norman loved
his Lord, and spent hours a day with
a Bill Gaither Southern Gospel DVD
playing in the background. He is
preceded in death by both parents,
his brother, George Joseph Lawrence, Jr, his wife, Naomi Ruth Cloyd
Lawrence, and granddaughter, Joy
Ruth Barnett. His family, who will
ever cherish his memory, include
his wife, Colleen Bailey of Bedford,
TX; sister, Dorothy May Lawrence
Kessinger-Knoss of Cleveland, TN;
sister, Mary Leota Lawrence Daniels,
and her husband, Bob of Long Beach,
CA; daughter, Caryl Lawrence McAdoo and husband, Ron of Red River
County, TX; daughter, Cathy Lawrence Barnett and husband, Kevin
of Colleyville, TX; son, Norman
Eugene Lawrence, Jr. and wife Gayla
of Irving, TX; 12 grandchildren, their
spouses and 16 great grandchildren.
The family deeply appreciates the
help provided by Professional Hospice, and his excellent caregivers,
Kris & Francine. Memorials may be
made to Mercy House Ministries,
PO Box 236, Colleyville, TX 76034.

A.R. Taylor, Jr.

A.R. Taylor, Jr. of Irving passed
away August 2, 2014. He was second
generation of the Castor family born
on June 11, 1932 in Dallas, Texas to
Albert R. Taylor Sr. and Ruby Caster
Taylor, who were one of the pioneer
families of Irving. Albert was a
member of The
NOTICES
American QuarArrangements by
ter Horse AssoBrown’s Memorial Funeral
ciation he breed
Home, 972-254-4242
quarter horses
Bradford Lee “Brad” Brady
and showed
12/15/1953 ~ 7/9/2014
them across the
South West. He
Arrangements by Chism-Smith
SUBSCRIBE!
Funeral Home, 972-259-7644
was a US Army
214-676-1145
Carl Wayne Hall
Veteran, a graduate of Abilene ChrisFebruary 17, 1951 - July 11, 2014
tian College and worked as a military
Russell Wayne Clay
salesman for Proctor and Gamble
February 4, 1961 - July 16, 2014
Doris Joanne Toye
for over 30 years. He is preceded
November 11, 1930 - July 18, 2014
in death by his parents. Survivors
Leopoldo Molina
include sister Barbara Taylor-Qualls
August 20, 1954 - July 24, 2014
ADVERTISE!
and husband Richard of Longmont,
Jeffrey Michael Fowler
972-870-1992
October 9, 1960 - July 30, 2014
Colorado; nephews Mark Qualls of
Patricia McClenny
Longmont, Colorado and Matthew
January 30, 1931 - July 28, 2014
Qualls of Tampa, Florida; nieces
Jaylin Alianna Rubio-Moreno
Shannon Nelson of Tampa, Florida
July 31, 2014 - July 31, 2014
Ramouttie Lucille Jungli
and Erin Krek of Dallas; and many
October 21, 1946 - July 31, 2014
other loving family members. The
TELL US WHAT’S
UP! friends from 6 to 8
family received
Arrangements by Donnelly’s
972-870-1992
PM
on
Wednesday
August 6 at the
Colonial Funeral Home,
funeral
home.
Funeral
service was
972-579-1313
held
at
10:00
A.M.
Thursday
August
Michael Raymond “Mike” Mitchell
February 19, 1963 – July 30, 2014
7, 2014 at Brown’s Memorial Funeral
Joseph A. “Joey” Cleary, Jr
Home Chapel with Dr. Grady King ofMay 24, 1969 – August 2, 2014
ficiating with interment following at
Lydia M. Frazier
Haley Cemetery in Irving. Memorial
August 7, 1957 – August 1, 2014
Eulogio “Euly” Eleazar
donations may be made to RememSUBSCRIBE!
July 3, 1931 – August 6, 2014
ber Me Race Horse Rescue at www.
214-676-1145
Gina Ringo
teamkeen.com or 4100 Conveyor
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Drive in Burleson, Texas 76028.

School supply drive continues
The ‘Buy one, give one back’ school supply drive continues through Thursday in
Coppell. Residents are invited to donate school supplies for children of needy
families. Donations may be dropped off at any Coppell fire station or at the Coppell
YMCA. A current list of most needed supplies may be found at www.coppellrotary.
org. The YMCA is located at 146 Town Center Blvd., and fire stations are at 133
Parkway Blvd., 366 S. MacArthur Road and 520 Southwestern Blvd. / Photo by Dan Eakin
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Irving, Texas 75062
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Coppell ISD tax rate, budget may be adopted on Aug. 25
By Dan Eakin
The Coppell school board is
looking at the likelihood of a slight
increase in the tax rate for the 201415 school year.
In a special meeting Monday
night, the board decided to set Aug.
25 as the target date for adopting the
tax rate and the budget.
The board is considering adopting a new property tax rate of $1.4490
per $100 valuation, which would be
$0.0166 higher than the 2013-14 tax
rate of $1.4324.
“Maintenance & Operations remains the same at $1.17. Debt service
is increasing to $0.279 from $0.2624.

This is an increase of $0.0166 to
repay bonds,” Kelly Penny, CISD
chief financial officer, said. “The
district’s debt payments have increased $2,779,805, due to recent
issuance of $52.3M in bonds. The
total debt payments for 2014-2015
are $24,013,532.”
Penny said the average price of
a home in Coppell for 2013-14 was
$300,364, and the owner of a home
at that price paid $4,302 in school
taxes. She said the average price of a
home in Coppell
for 2014-15 is $317,477 and the
owner of a home at that price would
pay $4,600 in school taxes under the

proposed rate.
Penny also stated that Aug. 25 is
not the definite date for the setting of
the tax rate and the adopting of the
2014-15 budget.
“If the district receives approval
from the Commissioner of Education
in time to set the tax rate at the Aug.
25 board meeting, it will be adopted
then. However, if the district does not
receive approval in time, the tax rate
will be adopted at the Sept. 22 regular
board meeting.
“The district must seek approval
from the Commissioner of Education
since we must inform the state that
we agree to pay recapture by sending

funds directly to the state. The state
must receive this information from
all Chapter 41 districts before they
will allow them to adopt the tax rate,”
Penny said.
The tax rate for property owners
in the Coppell ISD has varied over the
years. Maintenance and operations
has varied from $1.50 to $1.04 and
is currently $1.17.
“The reason for the variances
is due to the changes in the law and
how school districts are funded by
the state,” Penny said. “In 2010, the
district held a Tax Rate Ratification
Election for $0.13 for the Maintenance and Operations tax rate. The

Debt Service Tax Rate has varied
from $0.229 to the proposed $0.279
due to the issuance of bonds and
repayment of debt.”

To advertise
in the Rambler,
call today!

972-870-1992

Project Update Public Meeting
DART Orange Line – DFW Airport Station

Make plans to join DART at the final Orange Line project update public meeting
prior to the DFW Airport Station grand opening:

Coppell Children’s Garden groundbreaking
Groundbreaking for the Zack Thompson Foundation Children’s Garden, which will
feature an Angel of Hope statue and serve as a place for people who have lost children
in death to come and meditate, was held on Aug. 1 at the Rolling Oaks Memorial
Center Cemetery in Coppell. Work is to begin immediately and be completed in 90
days. From left are Gary Roden, Nancy Yingling, city council members; Laura Fairchild,
Julie Thompson, Karen Kaplan and Maria Elena Smith, Zack Thompson Foundation
board members; Cliff Long, city council member and Karen Hunt, mayor. The garden is
named after a graduate of New Tech @ Coppell High School who died unexpectedly last
November while attending the University of Texas at Arlington. / Photo by Matt Cason

Texas incentives bring
SpaceX launch facility
to Brownsville area
AUSTIN – Gov. Rick Perry announced Aug. 4 the state is offering
$2.3 million from the Texas Enterprise Fund (TEF) to bring SpaceX’s
commercial rocket launch facility to
Cameron County. Contingent upon
final approval of local agreements
and receipt of additional required
permits, this facility will create 300
jobs and pump $85 million in capital
investment into the local economy.
“Texas has been on the forefront
of our nation’s space exploration efforts for decades, so it is fitting that
SpaceX has chosen our state as they
expand the frontiers of commercial
space flight,” Gov. Perry said. “In
addition to growing the aerospace
industry in Texas, SpaceX’s facility
will provide myriad opportunities
for STEM education in South Texas,
and inspire a new generation of Texas
engineers and innovators.”
The State of Texas and SpaceX
first discussed this potential project in the spring of 2011 during a
TexasOne mission to California. The
governor has since met with SpaceX
founder Elon Musk and provided
letters in support of SpaceX’s efforts
to get FAA clearance for the site.
Governor’s Office staff has worked
closely with local officials in South
Texas throughout the process, and
also testified before the FAA in support of bringing the project to Texas.
In addition to the TEF investment, the state is also offering $13
million from the Spaceport Trust
Fund to the Cameron County Spaceport Development Corp. The fund is
used to support the development of
infrastructure necessary for establishing a spaceport.
SpaceX designs, manufactures
and launches advanced rockets and
spacecraft, and is the world’s fastestgrowing provider of launch services.
It is the only private company ever to
return a spacecraft from low-Earth
orbit, which it first accomplished
in December 2010. SpaceX is also
the first private company to attach a
spacecraft to the International Space
Station, exchange cargo payloads,
and return safely to Earth – a technically challenging feat previously only
accomplished by government space
programs. SpaceX operates a Rocket
Development Facility in McGregor,
Texas which has grown to over 250
employees since starting operations

in 2003. The Brownsville facility will
launch commercial satellites.
“SpaceX is excited to expand
our work in Texas with the world’s
first commercial launch complex
designed specifically for orbital missions. We appreciate the support
of Gov. Perry and numerous other
federal, state and local officials who
have partnered with us to make this
vision a reality,” SpaceX CEO Elon
Musk said. “In addition to creating
hundreds of high tech jobs for the
Texas workforce, this site will inspire students, expand the supplier
base and attract tourists to the south
Texas area.”
Texas has a long history with
both public and private spaceflight.
NASA’s Johnson Space Center served
as a hub for America’s human space
exploration program from the early
Gemini, Apollo and Skylab projects
to today’s Space Shuttle and International Space Station Programs.
Texas was also the launch site for
the Conestoga 1 in 1982, one of the
first privately funded rockets to reach
space.
“What a historical moment for
the greater Brownsville region and
the State of Texas. It’s the culmination of a dream and a vision that
began more than three years ago,”
Brownsville Mayor Tony Martinez
said. “We will ensure that SpaceX has
everything they need in order to be
successful in the Greater Brownsville
Borderplex. The team effort would
have never succeeded but for the
immense support of the people of
Brownsville, all of its surrounding
neighbors and the state – to all of
you ‘mil gracias’ and watch us soar.”
The Legislature created the TEF
in 2003 and reauthorized funding
in 2005, 2007, 2009, 2011 and 2013
to help ensure the growth of Texas
businesses and create more jobs
throughout the state.
TEF projects must be approved
by the governor, lieutenant governor
and speaker of the House. The fund
has since become one of the state’s
most competitive tools to recruit and
bolster business.
To date, the TEF has invested
more than $565 million and closed
the deal on projects generating nearly
76,000 jobs and more than $24 billion in capital investment in the state.
SOURCE Office of the Governor of Texas

DART ORAnge Line PubLic MeeTing
Wednesday, August 13, 2014, at 6:30 p.m.
Dallas/Fort Worth Airport Marriott
8440 Freeport Parkway
irving, Texas 75063
MAPScO 11-u
(northeast corner of Freeport Parkway and SH 114)
As DART wraps up the final segment of the Orange Line to DFW Airport, set to
open on Monday, August 18, 2014, DART staff would like to present a final project
update and system overview of the Orange Line to DFW Airport Station next to
Terminal A.
DART staff will provide new schedules, maps, and brochures for the August
18 Service Change, along with information on what passengers can expect to
experience in the DFW Airport Station and Terminal areas. The DFW Airport Station
will impact the entire DART System and North Texas region, as it will provide a
direct connection to one of the busiest airports in the world and one of the largest
employment centers in our area.

For more information, please contact DART Community
Engagement at 214-749-2543 or visit DART.org.

mr.orange
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Import-export
Continued from Page 1

if the Ex-Im Bank were not to be reauthorized. There really is no plan B.
“It has supported over the years
more than 130,000 jobs, $22 billion
in exports just from Texas alone.
Texas being the number the one
exporting state in the country now
is in the position to lose a lot of jobs.
“In a perfect world there would
be no need for trade agreements,
because there would be no tariffs. In
a perfect world, there would not be
a need for an Export-Import Bank.
The problem is we don’t operate in a
vacuum. Over 60 countries today effectively have an export import bank.
They work and help their manufacturers to be in a position to compete.
If we lose the Export-Import Bank,
little companies
to big companies will
E — Only
$35 a year
lose the ability to compete. We will
eekly home
delivery!
be in effect exporting jobs,” he said.
Call 214-676-1145.
Delta Steel Technologies, an
Irving manufacturer of heavy industrial machinery for steel plants,
sells its American made machinery
to factories around the world. The
failure of Congress to reauthorize
EX-IM Bank could potentially impact manufacturing throughout the
country.
“EX-IM bank is critical to U.S.
manufacturer’s ability to compete
on an international stage,” said Joseph Savariego, President of Delta
Steel Technologies. “The EX-IM
bank levels the playing field between
American manufacturers and other
manufacturers.
“For example, there is a steel
mill being built in the U.S. as we
speak that is being 100 percent
financed by a German ECA (export
credit agency). That German ECA
is allowing the German company to
manufacture equipment all over the
world including the U.S., China and
Germany.
“If we don’t have the EX-IM
Bank, there will always be this kind
of thing happening, only U.S. companies will not be at the table.
“We are using the EX-IM Bank
to sell to our customers. Our customers from Mexico, Europe and Asia
go to a normal bank to get a loan for
the equipment they buy from us,” he
said. “The U.S. EX-IM Bank guarantees that loan after a thorough credit

check and minimizes the risk for the
commercial bank. So the commercial
bank is much more inclined to give
a more favorable rate, thus levels
the playing field between us and our
foreign competitors.
“Every other country in the developed world - France, Spain, Japan
- has an EX-IM Bank.”
There may be some misunderstanding of the Export-Import
Bank’s function. Sadly, this lack could
damage the American economic
landscape.
If Congress fails to reauthorize
the EX-IM Bank, “we would probably have to look at manufacturing
equipment outside of the U.S. for
certain customers, so we could be
able to offer some level of financing,” Savariego said. “Without EXIM Bank, offering financing to our
foreign customers would be nearly
impossible.
“Manufacturing is the key to our
economic environment. Anything
that we do that doesn’t boost manufacturing in the U.S. will continue to
hasten the shrinkage of American
industry and economy,” he said.
On March 31, Ex-Im Bank reported to Congress its default rate
was, 0.2111 percent—less than one
quarter of one percent. Between
2007-2014, a total of 7,409 exporters used the bank’s services, 1,343 of
those were Texas businesses.
Air Tractor, a manufacturer
of small agricultural airplanes and
firefighting planes, relies on the
Export-Import Bank for 25 percent of
its sales. Located in Olney, Texas, the
loss of Ex-Im could have a devastating effect on this small town.
“We’re a small business with
260 employees,” David Ickert, Vice
President of Finance, Air Tractor,
said. “Olney is a great town with three
red lights and a Dairy Queen.
“We use EX-IM Bank to finance
our end-user customers who are
buying our airplanes outside of the
United States. They need five years
financing. Ex-Im never funds us a
dime.
“There is no substitute. There is
no bank in the United States that is
going to lend our customers in Brazil,
individually, five year money for an
airplane,” Ickert said. “It’s just not
going to happen. Bankers can tell
you from the rules and regulations.
So when opponents say, ‘let Ex-Im
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go away and the free market will take
“More importantly here in Tex- Bank.
its place,’ there is not a free market as, it is outside of our state. Ex-Im
“It is a real difficult position
option to take its place. Nobody has Bank supports transactions, those that our customers find themselves
introduced me to Mr. Free Market goods move through Texas to our in, because they are having to divert
who is going to finance our sales in ports, through our ports to the border a lot of resources away from being
Brazil. The only way we can get that with Mexico. We are impacted by productive in their businesses to be
ADVERTISE!
done is through Ex-Im.
it’s great that
all of that. It’s the ports, the rail, the involved in this. I think
972-870-1992
“We’ve been doing this for 20 trucking, the gas station attendant in everybody’s involved
in such a grassyears. We’ve done over 200 transac- fast food restaurants that benefit. It is roots effort. Most of our customers
tions with Ex-Im Bank, and we have much deeper than the exporters and are surprised that it’s even an issue,
because it’s never been an issue in
never had a claim at Ex-Im. The last banks involved here,” he said.
two years we have paid Ex-Im over
American companies that have previous reauthorizations,” he said.
$1 million a year in premiums. We already invested money working or
are glad to do it. We are paying pre- building in foreign countries could
TELL US WHAT’S UP!
miums, and we are making no claims. suddenly find themselves with no
972-870-1992
To advertise
“Ex-Im returned over $1 billion financial means of support and no
in the Rambler,
to the U.S. Treasury last year. This way of fulfilling their contracts should
call today!
agency is unique in what it does. But Ex-Im not be reauthorized.
it is also unique in that it returns
“If Ex-Im Bank is not reauthomoney to the Treasury and reduces rized (American companies) are not
the deficit of the United States. In going to be able to compete, because
short this deal works all the way the competitor in Japan, Europe, you
around,” he said.
name the country is going to bring
SUBSCRIBE!
Texas could lose jobs and mon- SUBSCRIBE!
financing from their Ex-Im bank,” TJ
214-676-1145
ies through secondary sources should 214-676-1145
Raguso, Executive Vice President, Inthe Export-Import Bank not be re- ternational Division, Amegy Bank of
authorized. The transport of goods Texas, said. “(American companies)
through Texas supports several ancil- are not going to be competitive, and
lary businesses.
I can’t make the loan without Ex-Im
“Private sector availability is
simply not available,” Bill Prout,
Senior Vice President, Commercial
Banking, Bank of Texas, representing Houston District Export Council,
said. “Our bank has a policy that it
is not able to finance cross-border
transactions, foreign accounts receivable, just as all the banks around
the country. Our regulator feels very
much the same way.
“Another issue that comes up is
the percentage of exports supported
by Ex-Im Bank is very small when
118 E. Irving Blvd.
you look at total exports. However,
we want to do more to support ex(Downtown Irving)
Tuesday-Friday 11-6; Saturday 10-5
port. Exporting companies grow
faster, they’re more profitable, and
they pay better to their employees,
so the impact they have on the community is substantial. Not to mention
the impact it has on the Dairy Queen
in Olney. If people don’t have jobs,
they are not eating at Dairy Queen.

972-870-1992

Furniture, Collectibles, and Bookstore
214-543-1708

Strengthening the Foundaon
of our Irving Community

Offering Youth Sports, Family Wellness Programs,
Swim Lessons, Play & Learn, Youth & Government
and Aer school programs designed to have
posive impact on our community.
Irving Family YMCA
2200 W. Irving Blvd.
Irving TX 75061
www.irvingymca.org
972-986-8898

WORSHIP
CHURCH OF CHRIST

UNITED METHODIST

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ
1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century
Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Wednesday Worship 7:30 p.m.
972.790.8606 www.BeltLineChurch.com

First United Methodist Church
211 W. Third, 75060
972-253-3531 www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary
6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall

CATHOLIC
Holy Family of Nazareth
Catholic Church
One block north of Hwy 183 on Esters Rd.
Sat. 5:30pm, Sun. 8am, 10am, 12pm,
5:30pm
972-252-5521
www.HolyFamilyChurch.net

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
First Christian Church
114 West Grauwyler Rd. 75061
972-579-0911
Sunday School for all ages-9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship- 10:45 a.m.

We’re for youth development,
healthy living and
social responsibility.

Northgate
United Methodist Church
3700 West Northgate, 75062
972-252-8519 www.northgateumc.org
Worship Service 8:15 AM in the Dome
Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:45 AM in the WAC
at the rear of the complex
Oak Haven
United Methodist Church
1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431
www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m

UNITY CHURCH

LUTHERAN
Good Shephard Lutheran Church
Good Shephard Lutheran Church
2620 W. Grauwyler Rd.
Irving, TX 75061
972-579-0911
www.gslcirving.com
Sunday Worship at 9 a.m.
Summer Bible Study at 10:30 a.m.

PRESBYTERIAN USA
St. Stephen’s Presbyterian Church
1621 W. Grauwyler Rd.
Irving, TX 75061 972-259-8744
www.ststephensirving.org
Sunday Bible Classes 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:50 a.m.

Rambler

Rambler

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class
11:00 AM Service
& Children’s Church
Reverend Frank Pounders
and Reverend Margaret Pounders
210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-5083
unitychurchofirving.com

To advertise,
call 972-870-1992

Come enjoy upscale
services with a
hometown feel
in Irving’s Downtown
Heritage District
Owner: Laurie Cedillo
817-797-0980

Manager: Rene Cedillo
214-274-0295

Fun and a lil Chic

boutique & emporium
www.funandalilchic.com
Tues-Sat 11 am-6pm
114 E. Irving Blvd., Irving, TX 75060

214-543-1708

Cakes, Cookies, Brownies,
Cupcakes, Muffins & anything sweet!
Available fresh daily ....

Angie Franco
Baker/Owner

118 E Irving Blvd., Irving, TX 75060
214-470-0068
angie@encantocakeshop.com
www.encantocakeshop.com

Event planning,
design and production
film/marketing

Marla L. Watson
CEO
817-999-5701
marla@peapodgroup.com
@chicgirl
www.peapodgroup.com

Ram

Ram

Ram
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Irving Police serve up ‘Coffee with a Cop’

City Council

By Genesis Bishop
Most people don’t expect to go to a restaurant to eat and be served by a uniformed
officer of the law, but on Wednesday, patrons
of IHOP on Beltline Road in Irving experienced just that.
The Irving boys (and girls) in blue arrived
in force at the Irving establishment at 12:30
p.m. and served coffee and other treats to
patrons while they made casual conversation.
According to Irving Police Department
Public Information Officer, James McLellan
and Crime Prevention Officer, Brian Crum,
the event was a trial run that followed training
Irving officers received on Tuesday.
In March 2011 the Hawthorne, Calif.,
Police Department Community Affairs Unit
hosted their first Coffee with a Cop event.
Police and community members came
together in an informal, neutral space to discuss community issues, build relationships,
and drink coffee.
Just two years later, Coffee with a Cop
events are being hosted in more than 36 states
across the nation, now including Irving.
McLellan stated that they learned of the
event through other local communities who
had started their own programs and decided
to host the training seminar at the Irving Police
and Fire Training Facility in Irving.
Officers from as far away as Houston and
San Antonio attended the training and plan to
bring the program back to their communities.
Community policing has long been considered a framework for establishing relationships between the community and the police.
The importance of trust between officers and
residents certainly has not changed.
What has dramatically changed, however,

clearly understood,” Van Duyne wrote in a promotional email about the ethics code revisions.
The kicker is that, despite the new rules,
the council has no real power to punish anyone
who does not follow them.
Aside from being able to review ethics
complaints in a public forum, all other forms
of punishment (i.e. banning a business owner
from receiving city contracts or sending a council member to ethics training) were removed.
Council members Dennis Webb, Joe Putnam, Oscar Ward and Allan Meagher voted
against the resolution.
Council members also agree to pay $1.2
million to Tibbetts family
In a unanimous vote Thursday evening,
the Irving City Council agreed to settle with
the family of Sarah Tibbetts who passed away
nine months ago after being arrested and taken
to jail Nov. 1.
Tibbetts, 37, suffered from diabetes and
required insulin to live. She was arrested on
minor charges of possessing a suspicious credit
card and traces of marijuana in her purse, which
were later dropped.
After spending two days in jail, unable to
receive insulin from her mother who resided
in California at the time, Tibbetts was seen
struggling on the floor of the jail via video
surveillance.
Despite the staff’s efforts to revive Tibbetts,
she was pronounced dead at the hospital from
a lack of insulin.
As a result of the incident, two jail supervisors were fired and Tibbetts’ mother hired
a lawyer.
The city’s insurance will pay $200,000 of
the $1.2 million, but the settlement could still
take weeks to finalize.

Jose Villarreal was a little taken shocked and amused as Irving Crime Prevention Officer Brian Crum topped
off his coffee on Wednesday afternoon during the trial-run of a new program to Irving called ‘Coffee with a
Cop’. / Photo by Genesis Bishop

is the character and composition of our nation’s communities. Shifting demographics,
greater mobility with longer commutes to and
from work, instantaneous communications,
and the advent of web-based social networking have forever altered the very concept of
community. With this redefinition, community policing itself must gain a contemporary
perspective.
According to McLellan and Crum, future
Coffee with a Cop events in Irving will be held
earlier in the morning and more notice will be

given for residents who would like to attend,
have a cup of coffee and chat with officers on
any topic.
As for the trial run, some patrons were
confused and thought something bad had
happened, some were a little uneasy being
surrounded by uniforms, but once they understood what was happening, most those
in attendance embraced the opportunity and
asked officers questions, aired concerns or
just smiled as they had their coffee topped off
by an officer.

Continued from Page 1

WWI ANNIVERSARY

America remains neutral no longer
By Jess Paniszczyn
The Guns of August erupted
in 1914 heralding the beginning of
modern warfare. The war’s casualties reached shocking heights: more
than 6,000 deaths per day for fourand-a-half years, roughly 250 deaths
per hour for ever hour the Great War
raged.
At the start of the war, President
Woodrow Wilson pledged America
would be neutral. He was elected to
a second term in 1916 on the platform
“He kept us out of war.”
On April 2, 1917, Wilson asked
Congress to declare war on the German Empire. On April 6, America
was at war. During her years at war,
America sent 4,355,000 troops to
fight on European soil, 116,516 of
those men died.
Why the change of heart? What
happened between November 1916
and April 1917 that was of such significance it spurred America off the
sidelines?
Since I began this series, various
WWI historians have given me different answers to those questions. So I
contacted Jonathan Casey, Museum
Archivist at the National World War
I Museum in Kansas City to get a
better understanding of American
political landscape as it looked nearly
a century ago.
Much of America’s involvement
in the war began with Germany’s
submarine warfare tactics.
“Germany had to resort to submarine warfare because their surface
fleet couldn’t defeat the British fleet,”
Casey said. “The issue was the British
fleet was creating a blockade keeping
supplies out of Germany, so they
were starving Germany starting at the
beginning of the war and continuing
throughout the war. Germany was
trying to find a way of getting back
at Britain. They didn’t have a large
enough surface fleet to do it.
“The Germans were trying to do
what Britain was doing to Germany
by choking off supplies using submarines. The Germans were leaders in
this because they had to rely on the
submarines. These also developed
throughout the war. They got bigger
and faster. They could be underwater
longer and travel further.
“The infamous episode is the
sinking of the Lusitania in May 1915,
which was a British passenger liner,
about 130 Americans were killed. It
was kind of like the Titanic disaster.
It was a comparable size ship. It sank
in about 20 minutes off the coast of
Ireland.
“Then there was another sinking
of a ship called the Sussex in April
1916,” he said.
“Americans were starting to say,
‘We need to do something about this,’
and, ‘We can’t be neutral anymore.
We have to go in on the side of the

WWI Remembered
On Aug. 3 and 4, countries around
the world will begin commemorating the
Centenary of World War One. “The War
to End All Wars” ravaged Europe from
August 1914 until Armistice Day, Nov. 11,
1918. Two years after the war began, on
April 6, 1917, America declared war on
Germany and entered the fray.
During her time in the war, America
sent 4,355,000 troops to fight, 116,516
of those men died.
For the European countries involved
the numbers are almost unimaginable:
60,683,810 troops fought, 8,412,315
armed men died. During the war, entire
towns were destroyed and decades of
economic development lost.
In honor of our country’s sacrifice in
WWI, Rambler Newspapers is bringing
you a series of articles on the history of
The Great War.
Some information provided by PBS.org.

Allies, because the Germans are doing things that are immoral or against
the conventions of warfare.’ They
felt submarines were just praying on
these ships.
“But Wilson wasn’t persuaded
by this. It was arugued back and forth
in his Cabinet. Former president
Roosevelt had wanted to get into the
war from the beginning,” he said.
An intercepted German telegram inflames popular American
sentiment against Germany.
“The Zimmermann Telegram
was named for the German foreign
minister Arthur Zimmerman,” Casey
said. “Zimmerman sent a telegram to
the Mexican ambassador in Washington D.C. saying Germany would
promise Mexico it would get the
territory back it lost in the MexicanAmerican war if they joined the side
of the Germans.
“It also made it overture to
Japan to join their side. Japan was
an Ally. They had seized the German
colony in China from August to November 1914.
“The Germans were trying to get
something going against America to
kind of distract America,” he said.
“The idea would be to keep America
out of the war. The Germans wanted
something on our border to keep
us occupied, which we already had
by then.
“The Zimmermann telegram
became known in February 1917. It
became public March 1, 1917.
“The British naval intelligence
intercepted the telegram and shared
it with us. Of course Americans were
outraged by it.”
Could a solitary promise from
a European country in a single telegram actually flame the winds of war
between Mexico and America?

“I don’t think there was any We would end autocracy, and there
“America was more involved in
chance Mexico would’ve gone to war would be self-determination of all WWII, and we were in it longer. More
with America,” Casey said. “They the nation states. We would get the served during WWII, and it is closer
were going through their revolution. political geography worked out and in memory and history. It is just a
Mexico had been at that point in a all these issues about nationalism. All bigger war for us.
revolution for 6 1/2 years or so. Their of that is in Wilson’s 14 points.
“America was attacked at Pearl
country was in a lot of turmoil. Amer“One of his 14 points is creating a Harbor,” he said.
ica had forces on the border since we League of Nations, which is a precur“In WWI, there was the sinkwere attacked in February 1916 by sor to the United Nations. Instead of ing of the ships, the threatening of
forces commanded by Poncho Villa. going to war, he wanted everybody this and that, and the Zimmermann
“I don’t think anything would who had issues to have the issues telegram, but we were never attacked
have come of the Zimmermann arbitrated and worked out in the out-right in a surprise attack.
Telegram. It was a gamble on the League of Nations,” he said.
“The other war in our history
Germans part. They were getting
The importance of war to our Americans know a lot about is the
desperate, because the blockade was country cannot be overstated. Our Civil War, because that is our war.
strangling them. They were looking country began in war, and has nearly More educational time is probably
for any way out.
been torn asunder by it. Brave souls spent on the Civil War than on the
“The Germans didn’t want to have lived, fought and died for the War of Independence which created
use unrestricted submarine warfare, ideals which govern our everyday America. Hardly any time is spent on
which is what occurred.
lives.
that war. Discussions on that war are
“The Germans had engaged
Almost everyone can discuss generally relegated to a grade school
in unrestricted submarine warfare some aspect of World War II. People level,” Casey said. “People talk about
earlier in the war, and the Americans walking down the street seem to pos- the founding fathers, the Constituhad warned Germany about it after sess random knowledge of WWII tion, the Bill of Rights, the Boston Tea
the sinking of the Lusitania. We said battles, war machines, prisoner Party and all of that. But I don’t think
we could not tolerate it, so the Ger- escapes, famous generals, or casu- much discussion is spent on the ideas
mans backed away from that. But alty statistics. Few, however, have an behind the War of Independence.
starting in 1917, the Germans decided understanding of the significance or
“WWII is seen as more of a good
it was✦probably
the from
only way
they horror
of WWI.
guys versus bad guys scenario. People
Graduated
the Indiana
University
School of Medicine
had a ✦
chance
to knock
outSurgery
of
many ways,
WWISouthwestern
is more have a clear cut picture that America
Internship
inBritain
General
at“In
University
of Texas
the war,
so they started
unrestricted
WWII,”
Casey said. helped defeat these terrible ideas of
✦ Residency
in Urology
at the important
Universitythan
of Texas
Southwestern
submarine
warfare
again.
That’s Urological
“It’s the beginning
of theand
20th
fascism and Nazism.
✦ Member
of the
American
Association
thecentuAmerican
probably the main reason America ry. Things came about later whether
“At the time, WWI was clearMedical Association since 2008
entered the war,” he said.
political, social or economic issues cut. People felt we had to defeat the
✦ He has special interests in the use of robotics in urology procedures
In President Wilson’s world through the 20th century that de- Germans’ militarism, and the Kaiser,
and
specializes
in trauma/reconstruction,
endourology,
oncology, who was trying to rule the world.
view, he
believed
by entering
the war, veloped from
WWI or accelerated
treating
stones
andthefemale
urology.
America
wouldkidney
end it and
correct
changes
regarding these issues.
WWI was eclipsed by WWII,” he said.
faulty political systems that sparked
MEDICAL Dr. Smith accepts most major health plans and is accepting new patients.
the war.
and
“Wilson was
getting so Hours:
much 8-5 Monday-Friday
SURGICAL
criticism because
he wasn’t
doingN. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 325,
of
2021
CLINIC
anything. By then
he had won
the TX 75061Repair/Replace Doors & Openers
IRVING
Irving
election. I think he felt going to war
was his only choice,” Casey said. “He
felt America needed to enter the war
and straighten things out.
DAVID JETER
“Wilson really thought America
2300 Markland St.
would go in, make the difference and
Irving TX 75060
jeterd30@hotmail.com
end this war. And make the world
safe for democracy, and all that.
Stay local — 30-year Irving resident servicing the area.

NEW PHYSICIAN AT OUR CLINIC

William A. Smith, Jr., M.D
Specializing in Urology

DMJ

DMJ GARAGE DOORS

972-253-4210

972-824-3823

NEW PHYSICIAN AT OUR CLINIC

Jayasree “Jaya” Grandhi, M.D.
Specializing in nephrology, particularly acute renal
failure, hypertension, and chronic kidney disease.
✦ Previously at Strong Memorial Hospital in New York, Mercy
Memorial Hospital in Minnesota, and former member of the faculty at
Wayne State University. She conducted research at Strong Memorial
Hospital and Karmanos Cancer Institute.
✦ MBBS at Gandhi Medical College and Hospital in Hyderabad, India;
Internship at Wayne State University; fellowship in Nephrology at Strong
Memorial Hospital in New York.
MEDICAL
and

SURGICAL
CLINIC of
IRVING

Dr. Grandhi accepts most major health plans and is accepting new patients.
Hours: 8-5 Monday-Friday
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 210,
Irving, TX 75061

972-823-6422
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FUN & GAMES

• It was French philosopher
Jean-Paul Sartre who made
the following sage observation:
“Three o’clock is always too late
or too early for anything you
want to do.”
• Those who study such
things say that of all teenagers
who wear braces, at least 60
percent have matched the rubber bands on their brackets to
their outfits.
• Mary Todd Lincoln’s half-

sister, Emily Todd, was married
to Confederate Gen. Benjamin
Helm. When her husband died
in 1863, Emily crossed Union
lines to visit her sister in the
White House. Newspapers in
the North created a furor over
incident, speculating that the
general’s widow could be a spy.
After taking an oath of loyalty
to the Union, Emily Helm was
granted amnesty.
• John Lennon appeared on
the first cover of Rolling Stone
magazine.
• Do you go to action movies just to see the car chases?
Here’s a real-life doozy for you:
In 2002, after a bank robbery in

SUBSCRIBE!
214-676-1145

Rambler

Wrestedt, Germany, the culprits
led law-enforcement officials
on a 620-mile chase through
several countries. After two
days, the criminals were finally
apprehended in Rivne, Ukraine.
• The original Mickey and
Minnie Mouse were voiced by
Wayne Allwine and Russi Taylor.
The human pair also were married in real life.
• If you’re like 37 percent
of Americans, you feel a sense
of satisfaction when you finish
vacuuming. If you’re like the rest
of us, you just hope the kids wait
a few hours before spilling cereal
on the carpet again.

1. LITERARY: Who wrote
the novel “The Bridge of San
Luis Rey”?
2. MUSIC: What country
does the band U2 call home?
3. SCIENCE: Which famous
scientist was known as “The Wizard of Menlo Park”?
4. MOVIES: What was the
name of the town in “Back to the

SUBSCRIBE!
214-676-1145

Rambler

ADVERTISE!
972-870-1992

Rambler

TELL US WHAT’S UP!
972-870-1992

Rambler

SUBSCRIBE!
214-676-1145
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ADVERTISE!
972-870-1992
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TELL US WHAT’S UP!
972-870-1992

Rambler

Rambler

Ethiopia’s capital?
Answers
1. Thornton Wilder
2. Ireland
3. Thomas Edison
4. Hill Valley
5. Neil Armstrong and Eugene Cernan
6. George Clooney
7. Herbivore
8. Louis Pasteur
9. “Growing Pains”
10. Addis Ababa
(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

CLUBS

(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

SUBSCRIBE!
214-676-1145

Future”?
5. SPACE: Who were the
first and last astronauts to step
on the Moon?
6. ENTERTAINERS: Which
famous leading man had a potbellied pig named Max as a pet?
7. ANIMAL KINGDOM:
What is the name for an animal
that eats only plants?
8. MEDICINE: Who produced the first vaccine for rabies?
9. TELEVISION: What
1980s sitcom featured the Seaver
family?
10. GEOGRAPHY: What is

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building
215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.
Recruiting/Questions
call 469-621-7878
Buttons & Bows Square
& Round Dance Club
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm
Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain
Circle I - Square
& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm
Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain
Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm
Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive
Friends of The Irving Theater
Second Tuesday at Joe’s Coffee Shop.
7 p.m. to eat/casual meeting at 7:30 p.m.
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Irving Amateur Radio Club
Fourth Thurday of the month
7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org
Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.
at Los Lupes
Irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter 214.435.9876
Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940
Every Wed. @ Los Lupes
In the Irving Mall
Irving Republican
Women’s Club
Meets the second Monday of each month
(except June, July & August)
at 7pm at IHOP Restaurant
Hwy 635 @ MacArthur
Irving Retired School
Personnel Association
First Christain Church
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.
Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club
Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club
ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary
Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club
4400 N. O”Connor Rd.
Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club
Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.
Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC
1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles
Lunch Bunch
1st & 3rd Saturdays
972-254-3525
Single Moms Care & Support
of Irving
2nd and 4th Fridays of each month
6:30 - 8:00 p.m. at the Irving YMCA
(corner of Irving Blvd. and Story Road)
Free meal! Encouraging meeting!
Kids welcome!
Thumbs up Toastmasters
Sundays 2:45 p.m.
YMCA Building 2200 W. Irving Blvd.
TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Berean Memorial Church
VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd
Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm
3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service
Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking
Karen – 972-986-4056

Organizations are required to re-submit their information on
a monthly basis to insure that the Irving Rambler will have
accurate information. Listings are limited to the Organization’s
name, meeting location and time. If an organization wishes
to have more information than the free listing offers, we will
continue to offer other advertising opportunities.
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Coppell bus students need CLASSIFIEDS
to register next week
Staff report
Students who plan to ride a
bus to a school in the Coppell Independent School District during the
2014-15 school year should plan to
register next week.
The CISD Transportation Department offers two types of bus
services for Coppell ISD students.
They include the ‘Pay to Ride’ service
and the free service.
The ‘Pay to Ride’ service enables
students who live within two miles
of their school to ride the bus for a
fee. Not all neighborhoods qualify
for the Pay to Ride service. Students
wishing to use this service should
call 214-496-8082 to find out if their
address qualifies.
Pay to Ride semester rates are
$150 for the first child in a family,
$120 for the second child and
$95 for the third child.
Students who live further than
two miles from school may ride at
no cost. Due to the recent boundary

realignment, parents and students
should confirm which type of service
the family qualifies for by visiting
www.coppellisd.com/buspass.
All Pre-K-12th grade students
who ride a school bus will need to
register and get a photo identification card, also known as a bus pass.
Bus passes are required to ride the
bus on the first day of school. All
students must renew their photo ID
each school year. The student must
be present for the photo.
Registration will be Aug. 11-16
at the Coppell ISD Service Center,
1303 Wrangler Circle, located behind Coppell Middle School West.
For a bus pass application and more
information visit www.coppellisd.
com/buspass.
Registration will be from 6:35
a.m. to 3:45 p.m. Monday through
Wednesday, Aug. 11-13; 6:35 a.m.
to 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Aug, 14 and
Friday, Aug. 15; and from 8 a.m. to 1
p.m. Saturday, Aug. 16.

Page 9

(972) 870-1992
tammyp@irvingrambler.com

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

CEMETERY

Computer Systems
Analyst
review & analyze bus. processes,
review tech. & functional specs.,
determine proj. scope, timeline
& test strat., etc. Req. Masters
in Information Sys., Comp. Sci.,
or any related field. Any suitable
combination of educ., training &/or
exp. is acceptable. Jobsite: Irving
TX. $78000/year.
Send resume: Niftek Inc,
5005 W Royal Lane, Suite 216,
Irving, TX, or hr@niftek.com

MAINTENANCE/IRVING
Imm. opening for experienced
Maint. Tech for 260 unit apt.
HVAC cert a must - pool helpful.
Great salary & benefits. Fax
resume: 972-286-4383

FOR SALE
Two Double – Dept Crypts
at Oak Grove
Memorial Gardens
Call 972-438-4277

NOW HIRING
Various Full Time positions
Must have experience
LaCueva Restaurant
972-259-3973

Outside Sales Representative Wanted

Rambler Newspapers is currently seeking outgoing individuals who enjoy
working closely with community business leaders.
Requirements:
Personal Transportation
Valid Driver’s License and Insurance
Preferred Skills Include:
Prior Sales Experience (not retail)
Basic Computer Skills
Willingness to establish and maintain profitable relationships with customers
Compensation: Base + Uncapped Commission and flexible work schedule
To apply send resume to johns@ramblernewspapers.net
For more information call 972-870-1992

LEGAL NOTICE

Irving ISD partners with YMCA
for after-school programs
At the Irving Independent
School District (ISD) school board
meeting on Monday July 21, the
Board of Trustees approved an
agreement with the Irving YMCA for
after-school programs at nine of the
district’s campuses. With this formal
approval, the district continues its
25-year partnership with the YMCA
for on-site after-school programming
in Irving ISD schools.
Irving ISD has offered on-site
after-school programming with
the YMCA since 1989. In addition,
it has offered a federally-funded,
on-site after-school program at 10
campuses for several years. Although
the district re-applied for the 21st
Century Community Learning Center
grant funding that particular afterschool program, the Texas Education
Agency did not select the program
for continued funding for a third
consecutive five-year cycle. Since the
time the district received notice of
the grant non-renewal in May 2013
and later with Superintendent Jose
L. Parra, Ed.D., joining the district
in January 2014, the district has
been exploring a number of options
to continue the non-grant funded
after-school programs for students
throughout Irving.
At the school board meeting,
Parra described several approaches
the district has been considering
in order to provide enrichment opportunities for students after normal
school hours.
“I want to bring you up to speed
on after-school programs,” Parra
told the Board and audience. “We
will continue having after-school
programs throughout the district.
You approved an agreement with the
YMCA tonight. In addition to that,
each campus principal at a campus
that previously housed the 21st Century Learning Community grants

will design and develop their own
after-school program that meets the
needs of students on their campuses.”
In a meeting with principals
and district leaders July 22, Parra
explained the grant process and the
absence of federally-funded afterschool programs for the upcoming
year.
“We will find resources,” he
said. “Whether it’s human resources
or fiscal resources, we will offer
after-school enrichment. It will look
different, but we will have programs
to offer our students and families for
the 2014-2015 school year.”
According to Parra and members of the Board of Trustees, Irving
ISD has always been committed to
providing appropriate after-school
programs for students.
“We will continue our efforts
with the YMCA and we will continue
to explore other options,” Parra said.
“Our campus principals have the
latitude to design strong academic
experiences for children. Our campuses need to develop and run their
own programs and we’re hoping to
continue partnerships with outside
organizations to provide opportunities that will enrich children’s
learning experiences and meet their
physical activity needs as well.”
As plans for campus-based afterschool programs are solidified in the
next month, Irving ISD leaders will
provide additional information to
families and the community. With
new leadership at several schools,
campus principals are currently
developing plans for the upcoming
school year.
For the Irving ISD schools with
on-site programs from the YMCA,
parents can enroll their child(ren) in
after-school care for the 2014-2015
year at www.ymcadallas.org .
SOURCE: Irving ISD

Grants available to Irving residents
Community Partnership Grant applications are now available to neighborhood and homeowner associations in Irving. Community Partnership
Grants hope to provide the seeds for neighborhood groups to implement
projects that will foster a spirit of community among their neighbors.
The grants are between $250 (minimum) and $1,500 (maximum) and
are awarded to registered neighborhood and homeowner associations for
projects such as neighborhood beautification, special events, newsletters and
website development.
Completed applications are due Sept. 5 and grants will be awarded Oct.
1, pending approval of funds in the 2014-15 budget.
For more information, email kducote@cityofirving.org.

Put a Paw print in your heart
and a best friend at home!
The precious pets at the DFW Humane Society would like to
bring a lifetime of love and happiness into your home!!

SOURCE: City of Irving

Coppell Parks and Rec offers fall classes, camps
Staff Report
The Coppell Parks and Recreation Department has announced
the arrival of the fall 2014 catalog of
classes and events.
New this fall, the Coppell Aquatic and Recreation Center will offer youth basketball skills classes
conducted by Bridge Basketball
Academy. Bridge Basketball Academy (BBA) is a nationally known
basketball development academy
that conducts player skills training
and motivational speaking for teams
and players across the country.
In addition to a six-week basketball training program, BBA will offer
Vertimax lessons, and basketball
shooting lessons (using the NOAH

basketball shot analysis system), as
well as, private, one-on-one training
sessions.
The Coppell Parks and Recreation fall 2014 brochure contains
complete information on classes,
camps, sports and swim lessons, as
well as, the registration process. Copies of the brochure are available at
Parks and Recreation facilities. The
brochure can also be viewed digitally
at www.coppelltx.gov/parks-rec.
Fall registration began August
4 for residents, and begins August
11 for everyone. For more information, contact the Coppell Aquatic and
Recreation Center at 972-304-7077
or the Wagon Wheel Tennis Center
at 972-393-5687.

So I was out for a walk one day,
and I came across this nice lady.
Since she found me at her
school, she named me Bowie.
She rescued me from the cold,
wet weather and brought me to
the shelter so I could be safe
and dry and warm, and maybe
my people could find me. Well,
my people never came, so now I
need a new home. Can it be
yours? I'm about 4 years old,
and I'm a really sweet boy.
Come and meet me soon!

Hi my name
is SHEBA
(Yes like
the
Queen.)I
am an
exquisite 2
year old
spayed
medium
sized
female. My
fur is an awesome black that shines like the
royalty I am. I am kind of shy, but I love to be
talked to and petted. I am the kind of girl that
will provide hours of peace as I sit on your lap
and pet me. I will add alot of relaxation and
love to your life. Please come by and see how
special I am.

4140 Valley View Ln.
Irving, Texas 75038
972-721-7788
www.dfwhumane.com
OPEN:
Tuesday - Friday
11am-6pm
Saturday 10am – 5pm

Come adopt a new family member today!
If you can’t adopt, please donate!

August 9, 2014

the curriculum to teachers and doing experiments with the kids has a
deeper meaning.
“I want to spark that interest so
that that they go into a field of science,” Harper said. “That they’re not
afraid of science. There’s nothing to
be afraid of.
“I also want for them to be able
to learn to think, to ask questions and
to problem solve.”
NEED’s curriculum is available
to teachers, at no cost, through needs
Website www.need.org.
Twelve-year-old volunteer Erika
Catania who was experiencing the

As
a club
we
Please
feel
free to join us as Ambucs will provide 4
y needs children 7/31/2014, Thursday
provide
mobility
Amtrykes to special
service
to those
@ Los Lupes
from Noon to 1.
with special
needs. If you
would like to make a donation of TIME or money
please
Jack
Spurlock at 214-325-2038.
’14-’15contact
AMBUCS
president
BRUCE BURNS
Bruce Burns
AMBUCS president

WILL BUY COINS
TOP PRICE

Bulk pennies and silver
Silver coins
Call Dale 254-580-2094
dmmwiredup@yahoo.com
Values may vary on wear of coin & current market value

(Above) Chloe
Campbell, 10, (left)
and Sophia Dooley,
10, test the ability of
various types of metal
to conduct electricity
through an apple at
the TXU Kids Energy
event Thursday.

Where Irving
Meets and Eats
BREAKFAST ◆ LUNCH ◆ DINNER
◆ Family Dining ◆

(Left) Twelve-yearold volunteer Erika
Catania (center) helps
Kenton Moore, 10,
(left) and Carson
Mills, 9,with an
experiment involving
ultraviolet light and
color changing beads.
/ Photo by Genesis Bishop

◆ Homestyle Cooking ◆
◆ All You Can Eat Food Bar After 5 p.m. ◆
◆ Lite-eaters Selection ◆

Serving Irving For Over 40 Years
For Take Out Call

Human interactions breathe life into dark film
one of them could be the upcoming
assassin. You are more enraptured by
the human interaction and the quirky
inhabitants in the parish that Father
James ministers to.
This is a very dark film, and
without the built in humor and
strong acting of the cast, you would
be far too weighed down to enjoy it.
But writer/director John Michael
McDonagh balances each element
perfectly so that you are able to experience a range of emotion throughout. Father James is a good man who
just happens to be employed by a
religion that most in the town can’t
stand. This causes an undercurrent
of conflict. Though they appreciate
the person of Father James you can
sense they want him to fall; if only
to rejoice in the destruction of the
system he represents. This animosity
makes everyone a suspect.
Gleeson is award worthy in
this performance. He brings such
humanity to the robes he wears. He
is a devout man but not without feelings and remorse. He truly cares for
those around him and is doing his
best to instill in them a sense of right
and wrong. Whether conversing with
other men of the cloth or sharing a
drink in the local pub, he never holds
back what needs to be said. The supporting cast includes Chris O’Dowd
(who is known for his comedic timing
and dry humor), Kelly Reilly, Aidan
Gillen, and M. Emmet Walsh. They
each bring a layer to the film.
Calvary is rated R for sexual

The Chamber’s Quarterly Luncheon is a great way to network with fellow business members
and is open to all members and non-members.
August’s luncheon will be sponsored by Children’s Medical Center

“The Value of High Quality Healthcare for Children”
Presented by Dr. Ray Tsai, President and Medical Director of MyChildren’s and
Delia Jasso, Director of Community Relations at Children’s Medical Center.

Cost is $50 per person
RSVP through the website at Irvinghcc.com or call 972-721-2200 for more information.

Tuesday, August 19, 2014
11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Embassy Suites DFW Airport South
4650 W. Airport Frwy.
Irving, TX 75062

references, language, brief strong violence and some drug use. It is a very
adult film not only in the content but
the overall themes and tones. Many
of the faults and stereotypes brought
against the Catholic Church are
highlighted here. The film is thought
provoking and powerfully moving. I
give it 4 out of 5 pints. It will surprise
you not only with the ending but how
the characters capture your attention.

Every
Wednesday
Try Our
TACO
SALAD!

(972) 253-7335
425 W. Irving Blvd.
at O’Connor
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 5:30 a.m.-9 p.m.
Sat. 5:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m.-3 p.m.

Visit Our Other Locations
MANSFIELD

WATAUGA

310 Mitchell Rd.,
Metro (817) 477-3383

5912 Denton Hwy.,
Metro (817) 498-7079

IN GOD WE TRUST

Hot night
with Elvis
Friday Aug. 22
— 7-10 p.m.
$40

Bistro Lunch

Mon- Fri — 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
$6.95 to $16

Catering to You!

Daily Fresh Salad Bar

109 S. MAIN STREET
IN DOWNTOWN IRVING

To you home, business, venue
CALL TODAY
for info on hosting
your event at Glory House

WiFi
FREE

972-259-1123

www.gloryhousecatering.com

MILLION DOLLAR PAWN & GUN

CASH LOANS UP TO $16,750
GOLD/SILVER
WATCHES
JEWELRY
ATVs
BOATS
TVs
ART
TOOLS
CARS
TRAILERS
BICYCLES
TRACTORS
FORKLIFTS
LAWN MOWERS

BUY+SELL+TRADE
★ 12,000 sq.ft. showroom
★ Large Selection of Guns
★ Full variety vapor shop
★ Specializing in
Large Items of Any Value

★ VIP Confidential

Loan Room (Call for appointment)
(CASH)

972-438-2274

250 W. Airport Frwy., Irving, Texas 75062

183

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK: Monday-Saturday 9-9; Sunday 10-7

Britain

There have been many “whodone-it” films over the centuries, but
very few “who-will-do-it” stories have
been presented.
Calvary may be
the best one as
far as offering up
the mystery and
then allowing it
to take a back
seat to the overall
story and well defined characters.
MATT
MUNGLE Expertly written
with a balance
MUNGLE of somber and
moments
ON MOVIES light
you at times feel
yourself spiraling down a dark tunnel only to be
brought back again by a well-placed,
humorous line. Memorable characters and thoughtful dialogue make
this a strong movie with little in the
way of unnecessary clutter.
Father James (Brendan Gleeson) is a highly respected priest in
a small Irish town. The film starts
with a tight shot of his face as he is
taking confession. An unseen person
on the other side of the partition
declares that he will murder Father
James in one week. The voice gives
detailed reasons as to why and this
dialogue grounds the film and sets it
on a journey. Father James reacts as
you might expect a man of faith to;
he carries on his business as usual.
As he interacts with the people who
live in the village, you soon forget that

event for the first time, plans to attend and volunteer for as long as she
can in the future.
“It was fun,” Catania said. “I like
helping out and teaching other kids
what I know.
“It was really fun seeing the reactions on their faces, especially for the
little kids,” she said.
Although science is just a hobby
for Catania right now and her choice
occupation would be to play for a professional softball team, it didn’t seem
to stop her face from lighting up when
she participated in the experiments
with her younger counterparts.

Shoaf

are going back to their classrooms
and talking to their teachers about
this opportunity.”
Almost 35 years ago, The NEED
Project began as a one-day celebration of energy education when National Energy Education Day was
recognized by a Joint Congressional
Resolution.
In the same year, President
Jimmy Carter issued a Presidential
Proclamation stressing the need
for comprehensive energy education in our schools, a reduction of
our dependence of fossil fuels, and
increasing use of renewable energy
technologies and energy efficiency.
Since its founding,
NEED has kept its Kids Teaching Kids philosophy as a fundamental
principle of NEED programming
– encouraging students to explore,
experiment and engage, and encouraging teachers to embrace student
leadership in the classroom.
NEED trains and assists teachers in harnessing the energy of the
classroom – the energy of students.
“It’s important that children
understand about the forms and
sources of energy, because they use
it in the world around them,” Melanie Harper, Program Associate with
NEED, said.

experiments with solar energy, the
mass of objects, circuit boards and
more.
“We teach students about the
forms of energy and the sources
of energy. Five renewable sources
and five non-renewable sources,”
Harper said. “We teach them about
electricity, the science behind it and
how it flows – whether it’s going to
their home or to their school and
we teach a lot about generation and
distribution.
“We have a lot of curriculum
on sustainability, conservation and
efficiency,” she said.
For Harper, however, bringing

☛

Continued from Page 1

“The students are working
through a wide variety of different
experiments.
“We’re giving them a wide variety to whet their appetites and spark
that interest in science.
“[All the experiments] are STEM
related and all come from our curriculum, which is the NEED curriculum.
“The NEED project is a nonprofit, national energy education
program that encompasses curriculum for kindergarten through 12th
grade,” Harper said.
Students who participated in
the Kids Energy event learned about
a variety of energy sources through

Oakhurst

Kids Energy

www.RamblerNewspapers.com

O’Connor
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