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Heroin dealers
sentenced
for drug deaths

30 years in the making, the
Orange Line connecting DFW
with mass transit is now open
for business. / Photo by John Starkey

Orange Line creates important
connection to DFW Airport
By Jess Paniszczyn
A Dallas Area Rapid Transit (DART) light rail
train advanced slowly along the final leg of the
Orange Line breaking a ribbon supporting a huge
orange bow stretched across a portion of track in the
new DFW Airport Station. A crowd of reporters and
photographers looked on as officials and civic leaders

rode the ribbon breaking train on Aug. 15. For those
who have watched or been a part of the development
of the Orange Line, the moment was both fantastic
and understated.
Thirty years of planning, meetings, political
arguments, votes, engineering design, taxes, as well
See DART, Page 4

Over 2,200 animals
find new homes during
Empty Shelter Day
By Genesis Bishop
All over North Texas, overwhelmed animal shelters banded together to organize the largest adoption
event ever held in North Texas – Empty Shelter Day
– August 16.
During the summer months, animal shelters can
become overburdened due to the increase of puppy
and kitten births and people leaving behind their animals when they move or take a vacation. The increase
in furry residents coupled with a decline in adoptions
can leave many animals in peril of losing their lives
or ‘no-kill’ shelters overflowing.
In order to rectify the discrepancies, 33 area
shelters opened their doors to individuals and families
who were prepared to adopt a new four-legged family
member, resulting in the adoption of 2,217 cats and

Irving Rambler $0.50

PERMIT #024981

The Irving Rambler
P.O. Box 177731
Irving, TX 75017

PERIODICALS
POSTAGE PAID
IRVING TEXAS

See PETS, Page 5

By Genesis Bishop
Two heroin dealers were found
guilty and sentenced to federal prison
Monday August 18 for providing
narcotics that led to the deaths of five
local individuals in 2011 and 2012.
Misael “Weasal” Perla, 26, of
Irving and Hugo “Juice” Sanchez,
25, of Dallas each received a 30-year
sentence according to the U.S. Attorney’s Office.
According to the prosecutors,
Perla and Sanchez trafficked drugs
in North Texas together during the
summers of 2011 and 2012.
Perla plead guilty to two counts
of possession of heroin with intent
to distribute in January. Two individuals who Perla provided the drugs
to – Alexandra Julia Moreno, 20, of
Irving and Cassidy Seward, 18, of
Grapevine – died in July and August
of 2012 respectively.
Moreno, who Perla dropped
off at an Irving hospital after being
unable to wake her after several
attempts, died “as the result of the
toxic effects of heroin” according to
the autopsy report.
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Amadi Guess Foundation to
provide after-school programs

A DFW Humane Society volunteer helps a family pick out their new
four-legged family member during Empty Shelter Day August 16./
Photo by Genesis Bishop

New Coppell superintendent
is ready to meet challenges
By Dan Eakin
“Staying ahead of the game” with
the anticipated rapid student growth
population will be one of the biggest
challenges facing Dr. Mike Waldrip,
who began his first day on the job
Monday, Aug. 18, as the new superintendent of schools for the Coppell
Independent School District (CISD).
Waldrip was with the Frisco
Independent School District since
2002, most recently as deputy superintendent of administration
operations. Student population in
the Frisco school district grew from
about 10,000 to more than 50,000
in recent years.
The Coppell school district now
has about 11,000 students. While it
is not expected to grow as much and
as fast as the Frisco ISD, significant
growth is expected during the next
few years.
Waldrip knows that new homes
are constantly under construction
in the CISD. He knows that many
people choose to live in the CISD
because of the good reputation of the
school system.
“All we can do is monitor the sit-

uation, take
surveys and
hope to stay
ahead of
the game,”
Waldrip
said of the
anticipated
growth.
He disDr. Mike Waldrip
cussed likely
challenges and his philosophy of
leadership at a press conference in
his office Monday afternoon.
Waldrip also sees the ever growing and changing of technology use in
the classroom as a challenge.
He said school officials have
changed their thinking over the years
about the use of cell phones and other
electronic devices in the classroom.
“At first, we wanted to ban cell
phones from the classroom,” he
said. “Then we realized it is more
than a cell phone. It is a hand-held
computer.”
He said the CISD’s IT Department and Curriculum Department
will work hand in hand on how to

By Genesis Bishop
Concerned parents and members filled the Irving Independent
School District board room, Monday,
August 18, to address the Board of
Trustees and listen to the results of
the most pressing item on the agenda
in their opinion – the vote to approve
or deny the Amadi Guess Foundation
after-school programs.
After 21 speakers rose to the
podium from the public to voice their
opinion that the council should vote
in favor of the Amadi Guess Foundation partnership, the board members
unanimously agreed move forward
with the programs.
For the 2014-2015 school year,
the program will be offered in Irving

ON THE ROOF

ISD at four elementary schools, all
eight middle schools and Nimitz
High School.
“We are so appreciative to the
Amadi Guess Foundation for reaching out to the school district and
for their willingness to provide
this incredible opportunity for our
students,” Dr. Jose L. Parra, superintendent of schools said. “Their
focus is consistent with our focus
and the program is going to provide
one more resource to keep kids safe
and engaged in the hours after school
that are so important to a student’s
development.”
Dr. Parra explains that the partnership will bring a number of proSee PROGRAMS, Page 6
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Callmethamphetamine
Sanchez from “mixed drug toxicity”
according to her autopsy report.
Although Sanchez plead guilty
to seven federal counts, none of
those included admitting that he
had provided drugs that lead to the
death of Seward, or Solina Marin of
Irving, Henry Buchanan Wiley II, 21,
of Irving and Robert Andrew Nugent
II, 21 of Coppell in 2011 and 2012.
Prosecutors, however presented
evidence that Sanchez had, in fact,
supplied the drugs directly linked to
the four deaths.
According to the prosecutors,
Perla and Sanchez trafficked drugs
in North Texas together during the
summers of 2011 and 2012.
Federal documents stated that,
in September of 2012, DEA agents
seized 200 grams of cocaine, 70
grams of methamphetamine, an AK47 rifle, and SKS rifle, two pistols,
digital scales and other drug distribution paraphernalia from Sanchez’s
trailer home in Arlington.
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ARK Group to host Music Factory groundbreaking ceremony
North Carolina-based ARK
Group has announced it will host a
groundbreaking ceremony for the
Music Factory Entertainment Center
at 7:00 p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 30.
The ceremony will take place on
the future site of the project (300380 W. Las Colinas Blvd.), next to
the Irving Convention Center in Las
Colinas. The event is free and open

to the public.
“We are very excited to bring this
amazing project out of the ground
and give the residents of Irving the
world class entertainment center that
they have long desired” Noah Lazes,
President of the ARK Group, said.
The celebration will be familyfriendly and will include food trucks,
a special performance by an all-star

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
The Gallery of Artists: Diverse Artistic
Expressions or Nature
August 16 – September 14

A collaborative group called The Gallery
of Artists (GOA) returns to the Irving Arts
Center for a month long exhibit with lectures,
demonstrations, and artist talks the first and
last weekends of the show. Original artwork in a
variety of media will be included. Participating
artists: Robert Louis Caldwell, James Gary Hines
II, Jan Martin McGuire, Sally Maxwell, and Dale
Weiler. With Guest Artists: Jocelyn Russell and
Julie Askew. Admission is free and the exhibit
is available for viewing in the Irving Arts Center
Main Gallery.

Irving ISD – First Day of School
August 25

Local students return to classrooms and hit the
books for the 2014-2015 school year.

Coppell ISD – Early Release
Aug. 26-28, 11:50 a.m.

The Coppell ISD has changed the early release
times for elementary students in kindergarten
through second grade for the first week of
school. The new early release times are due to
testing.

Power Hour – Knowledge is Power
August 26, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.

The Irving Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
(IHCC) will present “Basic Business Accounting”
at its August Power Hour luncheon. The
presentation will be delivered by Stan Booth,
Founder and CEO of Crystal Images, Inc., and is
sponsored by SCORE Dallas. The event will be
held at the IHCC office (135 S Jefferson Street).
For more information, contact 972-721-2200.

A David Small World
Through August 31

Filled with his trademark wit and whimsy,
the exhibit features 70 original works by
Caldecott Medal award-winning illustrator
and author, David Small. This exhibition was
organized and toured by the National Center for
Children’s Illustrated Literature in Abilene, Texas.
Admission is free and the exhibit is available
for viewing in the Irving Arts Center Carpenter
Hall Lobby.

Bedford Blues and BBQ Festival
August 30-31, 3-11 p.m.

Every Labor Day Weekend, Bedford welcomes
over 100,000 music and food lovers from all
over the world to get their groove on. Two days
of blues and rock musicians along with down
home southern BBQ, the 5th annual Bedford
Blues and BBQ Festival is sure to please the
senses. The venue across the street from the
Bedford City Hall Complex features plenty of
trees and a large BBQ cook-off area. Guests
who want even more shade have the option of
enjoying the festival in a private Party Cabana
or the Party Tent. One-day general admission is
$5 (cash only at the gate), kids 5 and under are
admitted free. Hours: Sat and Sun 3pm-11pm

Simply Beautiful: Photographs from
National Geographic
Through November 16

Assembled by award-winning National
Geographic photographer Annie Griffiths, the
exhibit features more than 50 photographs
that cover the Society’s core mission areas:
exploration, wildlife, cultures, science and
nature. Admission is free and the exhibit is
available for viewing in the Irving Arts Center
Dupree Lobby.

band featuring members from Dashboard Confessional and The Apples
in Stereo and a free outdoor movie
screening of “Raiders of the Lost
Ark” following the ceremony. The
first 1000 people through the gate
will get a free commemorative Music
Factory hard hat!
“Gensler is very excited to be a
part of the Music Factory project,”
Barry Hand, Gensler architect and
Studio Director, said. “The Music
Factory is a unique mix of business
and lifestyle amenities that will bring
needed vitality and a distinct sense of
place to the Las Colinas district. The
ARK Group has a track record of successful entertainment venues in other
cities and its plans for the Music Factory far outpace the offerings at any of
the existing entertainment complexes
in Dallas-Fort Worth. The Music
Factory will serve many segments of
the corporate, residential and tourist
demographics with diverse dining

Raiders of the Lost Arts Kids’ Works 2014
Through September 7

An exhibition, curated by college interns
features the painting, photography, sculpture
and more created by Raiders of the Lost Arts
summer camp students. The exhibit is featured
in the Focus Gallery at the Irving Arts Center and
admission is free.

The Red Bull Air Race World
Championship
September 6-7

The Red Bull Air Race World Championship
features the world’s best race pilots in a pure
motorsport competition that combines speed,
precision and skill. Using the fastest, most agile
and lightweight racing planes, pilots navigate
a low-level aerial track made up of air-filled
pylons 80 feet high.
There are several rules and safety changes
compared to the last race three years ago,
but one thing remains the same: The Red Bull
Air Race is the most thrilling motorsports
competition in the sky. For more info visit www.
redbullairrace.com. The event will be held at
the Texas Motor Speedway (3545 Lone Star Cir,
Fort Worth).

Registration for After School Programs
Now Open

Irving’s recreation centers are now registering
elementary school students for after school
programs. Students will participate in a
variety of activities in a safe and supervised
environment. An afternoon snack is provided
daily. The program is offered on school days from
2:45 to 6 p.m. at Cimarron, Georgia Farrow, Lee,
Mustang, Northwest and Senter Park recreation
centers. The cost of each six-week session is
$180. Call your local recreation center to check
availability and register.

The $165 million entertainmentanchored development is slated to
include 300,000 square feet of retail
and restaurants, 100,000 square feet
concert hall and amphitheater with
8,000 seats, an outdoor event plaza
and 100,000 square feet of office.
“Location, combined with our
robust corporate partnerships,
makes the City of Irving a significant
city in which to do business. Adding
restaurants, retail and entertainment
options are a direct response to the
requests from residents and our business community,” Irving Mayor Beth
Van Duyne said.
The district will be within walking distance to Irving Convention
Center and future Irving Convention Center Hotel, accessible to the
DART Orange Line and it will also
be serviced by Las Colinas’ Area
Personal Transport (APT) people
mover system.
SOURCE: ARK Group

NEW PHYSICIAN AT OUR CLINIC

William A. Smith, Jr., M.D
Specializing in Urology

✦ Graduated from the Indiana University School of Medicine
✦ Internship in General Surgery at University of Texas Southwestern
✦ Residency in Urology at the University of Texas Southwestern
✦ Member of the American Urological Association and the American
Medical Association since 2008
✦ He has special interests in the use of robotics in urology procedures
and specializes in trauma/reconstruction, endourology, oncology,
treating kidney stones and female urology.
Dr. Smith accepts most major health plans and is accepting new patients.
Hours: 8-5 Monday-Friday
SURGICAL
CLINIC of 2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 325,
IRVING Irving TX 75061

MEDICAL
and

972-253-4210

Water District
Notice of Public Hearing on Tax Rate

Learn About Speaking at Toastmasters Open House Event
September 7, 3:00 - 4:30PM

Do you need more confidence speaking in
public? Thumbs Up Toastmasters is offering
a chance to see how one overcomes the
fear of public speaking. The club will host
an open house featuring sample speeches,
demonstration meeting and impromptu
speaking as well.
The meeting will take place at the Irving YMCA
(2200 W Irving Blvd). Refreshments will be
provided.

and entertainment attractions that
will keep patrons and visitors coming
back for more.”
Located between State Highway
114 and Las Colinas Boulevard near
the Irving Convention Center, the
Irving Music Factory is expected to
be a regional destination for music,
food and fun. Balfour Azteca will be
the construction manager and site
grading is expected to begin in late
August.
The project is expected to employ more than 1,000 workers.
“The Irving Music Factory brings
viable economic development, retail
and dining into the Urban Center
and is a vital investment in Irving’s
future,” Beth Bowman, president
and CEO of the Greater Irving-Las
Colinas Chamber of Commerce, said.
“Its location on a prime piece of Irving real estate provides access to the
DART Orange Line making it a true
destination site for North Texans.”

The Dallas County Utility and Reclamation District will hold a public hearing on a proposed tax
rate for the tax year 2014 on September 3, 2014, at 8:30 a.m. at 850 East Las Colinas Blvd., Irving,
Texas 75039. Your individual taxes may increase or decrease, depending on the change in the
AT inOUR
taxable value of yourNEW
propertyPHYSICIAN
in relation to the change
taxableCLINIC
value of all other property and
the tax rate that is adopted.

Jayasree “Jaya” Grandhi, M.D.

FOR the proposal:

Danny C. Opitz

Bruce Kamis
Specializing in nephrology,
particularly acute renal
Cotten kidney disease.
failure, hypertension,Charles
and chronic

Stephen K. Bronner
✦ Previously
at Strong Memorial
AGAINST
the proposal:
None Hospital in New York, Mercy
Memorialand
Hospital
in Minnesota,
PRESENT
not voting:
None and former member of the faculty at
Wayne State University. SheJeff
conducted
research at Strong Memorial
ABSENT:
Courtwright

Hospital and Karmanos Cancer Institute.

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing unit last year
✦ MBBS at Gandhi Medical College and Hospital in Hyderabad, India;
to taxes proposed on the average residence homestead this year.

Internship at Wayne State University; fellowship in Nephrology at Strong
Memorial Hospital in New York.
Last Year

This Year
$2.02167 / $100
Total tax rate (per $100 of value)
$1.791 / $100
major health plans and is acceptingProposed
new patients.
MEDICAL Dr. Grandhi accepts most
Adopted
and

Hours: 8-5 Monday-Friday

SURGICAL
of $100
Difference in
rates per
of N.
value
2021
MacArthur Blvd, Ste 210,
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IRVINGin rates
Percentage decrease
Irving, TX 75061
Average appraised value
$412,924
General exemptions available
(excluding senior citizen’s or disabled
person’s exemptions)
*
Average taxable value
*
Tax on average residence homestead
*
Annual increase / decrease in taxes if
proposed tax rate is adopted (+/-)
and percentage of decrease (+/-)

972-823-6422

$0.23067 / $100
12.9%

$440,802
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*
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* Single Family residential homesteads built within the District are eligible for an abatement
exemption on all taxable improvements for a term of up to 50 years. The current percentage
exemption is 95% of appraised value.
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If taxes on the average residence homestead increase by more972-870-1992
than eight percent, the qualified
voters of the district by petition may require that an election be held to determine whether to reduce
the operation and maintenance tax rate to the rollback tax rate under Section 49.236(d), Water
Code.

Rambler
N E W S PA P E R S

Owners		
Stacey Starkey, John Starkey
Publisher
214-676-1145
Tammy Pompa
To reach an Advertising Representative, please call 972-870-1992.

972-870-1992 | ideas@irvingrambler.net | feedback@irvingrambler.net | news@irvingrambler.net
The entire contents of this newspaper are the sole
property of Rambler Newspapers, with all rights reserved.
Reproduction or use, without permission, of editorial or
graphic content in any manner is prohibited.
If you have an upcoming event, game scores, a
press release, or interesting story, please let us know. The
Rambler encourages submission of articles, facts, and
photographs pertaining to the people, life, business, and
entertainment of Irving, Texas.
The Rambler #024981 is published weekly by
Rambler Newspapers, P.O. Box 177731, Irving, TX 75017.

You can subscribe to The Rambler for $35 per
year. The Rambler is also distributed in businesses and
public areas.
Deadline for the submission of articles and advertising is noon Wednesday, prior to the publication date.
All submitted articles are subject to editing. Opinions
expressed in submitted advertisements, articles, editorial,
or commentary are those of the writer, and not necessarily
those of The Rambler, the publisher, editor, or any staff
member. All articles, press releases, photographs and other
materials submitted become the property of The Rambler.
The Rambler is Copyrighted 2014

The Publication of columnists’ views, as well as advertising, does
not constitute endorsement. The Rambler
ADVERTISE!
reserves 972-870-1992
the right to reject or edit any advertising. The
Rambler, its publisher, and editor are not responsible for
errors in advertising.
The Rambler Volume 11 Issue 32 is published weekly
for $35 dollars a year by Rambler Newspapers, 627 S.
Rogers, Irving, TX 75060. Periodicals postage prices paid
at Irving, Texas. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
The Rambler, P.O. Box 177731, Irving, TX 75017.

Rambler

TELL US WHAT’S UP!
972-870-1992

Rambler

www.RamblerNewspapers.com

August 23, 2014

Page 3

Coppell city manager reviews 2030 plan with chamber panel
By Dan Eakin
The many programs, services
and amenities enjoyed by the citizens of Coppell are not available by
accident.
They were planned.
And city leaders have plenty
of plans and goals in mind to make
Coppell an even better place to live
in the future.
“I came from a school of thought
that you had better have a plan,” Clay
Phillips, Coppell City Manager, told
members and visitors at the monthly
meeting of the Coppell Chamber of
Commerce Governmental Affairs
Committee Tuesday, Aug. 19 at Coppell Town Center.
Phillips reviewed a large number
of goals that are listed in the Coppell
2030 plan, which was created about

five years ago over a period of about
18 months. A 28-member Steering
Committee had created the plan, with
input from more than 100 citizens
who served on five subcommittees,
and from a consulting firm.
The Coppell 2030 plan has
Sense of Community Goals, Special
Places to Live Goals, Common Wellness Enrichment Goals, Business
Prosperity Goals and Sustainable City
Government Goals.
Coppell has grown rapidly in
size and population during recent decades, and Phillips indicated that city
leaders stayed on top of the growth
through carefully planning streets,
facilities and programs to serve the
residents.
In the 1980s, city leaders created the Coppell 2000 plan, and in

the first decade
of the new century devised the
Coppell 2030
plan.
Phillips
told the committee that he
Clay Phillips
rode his bicycle on the streets of the little town of
Coppell as boy.
After attending what is now the
University of North Texas, Phillips
served as the Coppell fire chief for
several years, and then as deputy city
manager from 1996 until 2008 when
he was named city manager.
Phillips said one important goal
of the city is to make new residents
welcome. The city has a “Welcome to
Coppell” packet that a city represen-

tative literally and personally takes
to the address of someone who has
just moved in.
“Sometimes we find it’s someone who’s just moved across town,”
Phillips said, but usually it is new residents who are made to feel welcome
in town by the city representative
who showed up at their front door.
Phillips said people who move

O

Punt, Pass and Kick
Above: Markus Coronado,12, puts
his all into kicking a football for the
longest distance possible as Irving
Police Chief Larry Boyd cheers him on
during the NFL Punt, Pass and Kick
event held at Lady Bird Middle School
August 16. Coronado placed third in
the Boys 12-13 bracket.
Right: Eight-year-old Carrington
Franklin, 8, who placed first in her age
bracket, kicks the football sky-high
during the NFL Punt, Pass and Kick
event hosted by the Irving Police
Department’s Problem Solving Unit. /
Photos by Genesis Bishop

Cameras to ID those who
pass stopped school buses
Staff Report
The Irving Independent School District, CarrolltonFarmers Branch Independent School District and Dallas
County Schools are kicking off the 2014-2015 school
year with a high tech program to take student safety to
a new level.
The program will use automated Stop Arm Cameras to record and identify vehicles that fail to stop for
a stopped school bus with its stop arm deployed while
students are loading and unloading.
Upon verification by a police officer, a $300 civil penalty ticket will be mailed to each violator. Ticket revenue
will be used to fund the Stop Arm Camera enforcement
equipment and program, school crossing guards and
other student safety initiatives.
“Violators are placing our students at peril,” A
spokesman for Dallas County Schools said.
A six-bus test conducted by Dallas County Schools
(DCS) recorded at least one violation for every bus on
every trip. Sometimes as many as 10 violations were

detected during a single trip.
“Student safety is our top priority,” Larry Duncan,
DCS Board President, said. “Decisive action is required.
The Stop Arm Camera Program will reduce the threats
posed by negligent drivers to our children as they board
and exit school buses.”
Beginning the first week of school, drivers will be
alerted to the program and impressed with the need
to stop for stopped school buses. Enforcement will be
conducted through a video system that monitors vehicles
approaching the school bus and videotapes the vehicle.
Violators will receive a notice by mail of their violation and have the opportunity to review the violation
online.
After the violation is reviewed by a law enforcement
officer, a civil fine is imposed.
There is an appeal process for those that do not feel
that they were violating the stop arm. More information
on stop arm cameras and laws pertaining to passing a
school bus can be found at www.stopcamera.com.

Visalakshi Rao Vallury, M.D., Ph.D.
Specializing in Family Practice
✦ University of Illinois College of Medicine
James Scholar Program for Independent Study
✦ Mt. Sinai Family Practice Residency of Chicago, Illinois
Department of Family Medicine and Community Health
✦ Board Certified, American Academy of Family Physicians
✦ Fluent in English and Telugu
MEDICAL
and

SURGICAL
CLINIC of
IRVING

Call today to schedule
an appointment!

972-253-4343

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Suite 325 Irving TX 75061

to Coppell from a foreign country are
sometimes actually scared to be in a
new location in a new country. He
said a friendly visit, or even a handshake by someone when they come
to pay their water bill helps them to
relax and feel welcome.
The entire Coppell 2030 plan
may be viewed at http://www.coppelltx.gov/coppell-2030.html.

n August 16, 2014
Irving Ambucs
together with Sowers
Cemetery Association
and Hope Fellowship
Church put their
shoulders together to repair some vandalism which was done to
the cemetery recently. This cemetery is one of the oldest in our city
and is the final resting place for several of our founding fathers.
Those participating in this event included Mark Bransum, Bruce
Burns, Loren Byers, Rene Dymale, Betsy Farris, Bob Hagestad, Ray
Kelly, Pastor Dennis King, Jeff Wadley, Gary Westerman, and Judge
Whitney. A special thank you for contributing water and much
needed ice for the volunteers goes to Jeff White with Quik Trip – it
was HOT out there! Also nothing could have been done without
the support of tools loaned by Big Y Pawn! Those headstones could
not have been placed without their support. On this project, the
community really
pulled together to
make our city the
best it can be.
Thank you to all
that contributed to
the community
project at Sowers
Cemetery. A special
thank you to
QuickTrip on
Beltline, Manager,
Jeff White - and to
BIG Y Pawn, Earl
Bruce Burns, Renee Dymale, Lauren Byers, Jeff Wadley,
Yarborough for
Ray Kelly, Dennis King, Bob Whitney, Gary Westerman
your donations.
and Mark Bransum
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Keep Irving Beautiful visits Emma’s House
Keep Irving Beautiful (KIB)
visited the members and staff of
Emma’s House on a warm sunny day
in August. To escape the typical Texas
summer heat the group met inside to
learn about recycling, littering and
environmental fun facts.
KIB kicked off the discussion of
litter prevention and then followed
that up with a video titled “The Wartville Wizard” by Don Madden.
The video reinforced the importance of keeping our cities and
towns litter-free and beautiful. KIB
also brought everyday items like a tshirt, pullover jacket, cups and even
pencils that were made from recycled
plastic bottles, old jeans and recycled
paper money!

In addition to the question and
answer session, Emma’s members
were treated to a fruit snack, ice
cream and lemonade.
To everyone’s delight, KIB mascot Kirby made a special appearance
and took time to pose for pictures
with the group and individuals.
KIB Board member Jan Schriefer stated, “This was the second year
that KIB has visited Emma’s House
and it’s always wonderful experience,” Jan Schriefer, KIB Board
member, said. “Emma’s members
are eager to learn and we at KIB appreciate their efforts by participating
in the adopt-a-spot program that
helps keep our community clean
year round.”

DART

Joining other
world class
airports in
connecting to
passenger rail
gives everyone a
reason to rock out
as members of the
Kudegra Dance
Company from
Carrollton bust a
move.
/ Photo by John Starkey

Continued from Page 1

as, the development of the largest
light rail system in America - sporting 90 miles of track - were in part,
represented in that single, simple,
almost silent instant.
The citizens of Irving, the second
city to join DART following directly
after Dallas, gave up the pride of their
city - the Dallas Cowboys and Texas
Stadium - to help fund the DART
Orange Line.
Do not be fooled, the DFW
Airport Station is not the simple rail
access it may appear to be. Everyday
people have fought, cried, won and
lost at every level, from grassroots to
federal, to make the rail connection
between the DFW International Airport and DART’s 13 member-cities
a reality.
“Today is a great celebration,”
John Danish, an Irving Councilman
who served on the DART Board from
2005-2013, said. “Thirty years ago I
was putting out yard signs to ask the
citizens of Irving to join DART and to
contribute a one-cent sales tax. They
did that, and over the years we have
faced some interesting challenges.
We stayed the course and today we
reap the harvest.
“This mass transit system is a
gateway to the world from this point
on. People will be able to jump on a
train, go to the airport, or get off a
plane and get on mass transit. You
don’t necessarily have to spend the
type of money it takes to get a cab to
get where you need to go.
“You will continue to see a game
changer that will help this entire region to grow economically as many,
many markets begin to link up to our
area,” he said.
DFW Airport serves as one
of the region’s major employment
centers, which means the rail connection provides a convenient and
cost-effective way to commute for
the nearly 60,000 people who work
at DFW.
“Today marks the beginning of

a new era for the Dallas Fort Worth
area and for DART as a public transportation entity,” Robert Strauss,
DART Board of Directors Chairman,
said. “When DART was formed in
1983, nearly 31 years ago, two of our
missions were to provide mobility
and stimulate economic growth. We
knew that a connection to what was
then the Dallas Fort Worth Regional
Airport would accomplish both those
things. This connection has been in
our crosshairs for a long time.
“The workforce of the DFW
Airport can now avoid traffic; wear
and tear on their vehicles; and reduce
the emission of pollutants into our
atmosphere extremely economically.
“Visitors to the Dallas area are
able to make a direct connection to
the 61 other stations in the DART
light rail system giving them access to
popular destinations,” Strauss said.
Tennell Atkins, Mayor Pro Tem
of Dallas, said a few words during
the DART celebration as Mayor
Mike Rawlings was recovering from
surgery.
“Washington D.C., Chicago, San
Francisco, today you can add Dallas
to that list, because we just joined the
ranks of those world-class emerging
cities,” Atkins said. “To have a rail
station in an airport puts us in a new
league. I’m especially excited that the
DFW International Airport is connected directly to downtown Dallas.
“Hotels in cities with direct airport to downtown rail connections
get 11 percent more revenue per
room than hotels in cities without

Emma’s House is a nonprofit
care center. Their mission is to
provide after school and non-school
services for teens and young adults
with disabilities. They specialize in
providing community based recreational and educational instruction.
They provide functional, vocational
and life skills to promote independence and self-sufficiency.
Keep Irving Beautiful is an
award-winning, grassroots, nonprofit leadership organization dedicated to educating community members about litter abatement, recycling
and beautification in order to help
preserve the health and promote
the social and economic prosperity
of our city.

rail. I would also point out the Dallas
International Airport is one of the
largest employers in our region. It will
be more of a convenience to them to
have a choice of rail, or bus or whatever means they want to take to DFW.
“Over 62 million passengers
come to the Dallas-Fort Worth airport the year. We are the heartbeat
of America. From the Dallas Fort
Worth Metroplex within four hours
by flight you can go to any major city
in the United States,” he said.
In the Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex with a population of nearly
7 million people, last year DART
provided more than 107 million passengers trips. The new DFW Airport
Station could increase the number of
passenger trips dramatically.
“We want DFW to be the global
gateway to America,” Betsy Price,
Mayor of Fort Worth, said. “Our
destinational growth has been phenomenal. Fort Worth is dedicated
to partnering and moving the region
forward. We’re working to make
North Texas the best place to do business, the best place to live, to increase
our tourists, increase our jobs and
increase our convention business,
because what is good for one city is
good for the entire region.
The first regularly scheduled
DART Orange Line train arrived at
DFW at 3:50 a.m. on Aug. 18 with
greeters from DFW and DART.
“This is a momentous day for
our customers and for DFW Airport,
because passenger rail is a critical
component to DFW’s status as a

OBITUARIES
NOTICES
Arrangements by
Brown’s Memorial Funeral
Home, 972-254-4242
M. Blanca De Le Garza
11/22/1938 - 08/18/2014
Dorothy May “Lightner” Lee
04/07/1930 ~ 08/16/2014
Deannie Basham
01/12/1929 ~ 08/17/2014

Arrangements by Chism-Smith
Funeral Home, 972-259-7644
Thomas Billy Smith
February 20, 1932 - August 18, 2014
Mattie Margene Cotten
June 16,1928 - August 18, 2014
Ronald Dean Coffman
February 5, 1942 - August 11, 2014
Dolores Helen Costello
August 9, 1934 - August 5, 2014

Arrangements by Donnelly’s
Colonial Funeral Home,
972-579-1313
Jim Skelton
September 7, 1934 – August 14, 2014
Catherine Neese
November 22, 1914 – August 15, 2014
Peggy Jo Dunn
February 16, 1934 – August 19, 2014

OBITUARIES

To place an obituary
notice in the Rambler, please
contact Tammy Pompa at
972-870-1992. Fees apply.

Members of Emma’s House pose with Keep Irving Beautiful (KIB) mascot ‘Kirby’ and
water bottles made of recycled plastic during KIB’s recent visit. / Photo by Genesis Bishop
For information on how you can
become involved in volunteering with
KIB, please go to www.keepirving-

beautiful.org, or call the KIB office
at 972-721-2175.

top-tier international gateway,” said
Sean Donohue, CEO of DFW Airport.
“With the DART Orange Line connecting DFW to downtown Dallas,
DFW is now on a par with global
hub airports that have integrated
rail, which is a major selling point for
customers and conventions.”
“When you think of major global
airports in cities like London, Sydney
Australia, Hong Kong, they all have
rail service to their airports, so now
we will provide that seamless connectivity to our international customers
in the region.
“I am absolutely convinced that
the $36 million contribution that
the DFW Airport made to the DART
station will be one of the best investments this airport has ever made,”

he said.
DART’s DFW Airport Station is
located less than a three-minute walk
to the Terminal A entry doors and
ticketing hall. The walkway between
the terminal and the DART station
features landscaping and partial
cover to protect customers from the
elements.
Early morning and late night
trains will ensure passengers and employees can get to their flights, work
or home. The first Orange Line train
departing downtown Dallas arrives at
DFW Airport Station at 3:50 a.m. The
last train departs the DFW Airport
station at 1:12 a.m. on weekdays, and
12:12 a.m. on weekends.

SOURCE: Keep Irving Beautiful

Some information provided by
DFW International Airport.

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas 75062

(972) 579-1313

Oma Myree Johnson Thomas

Ralls – Oma Myree Thomas,
89, of Irving was called home to her
heavenly father on Monday, August
18, 2014. She was born on Nov. 14,
1924, to Lester and Cora Johnson
in Southland,
Texas and grew
in the Owens
Community.
Graveside services will be
held at 3:00pm
Wednesday,
Aug. 20, 2014
at the Ralls Cemetery under the care
of Adams Funeral Home of Ralls.
A Celebration of Life Services will
be held 6:00pm to 8:00 Aug. 24,
2014, at Heritage Park, 217 Main
St. in Irving, TX. Oma graduated
from Ralls High School in 1942 and
attended Texas Technological College. She married Jerry Thomas on
Nov. 19, 1949 and was blessed with
three children. A beloved daughter
and sister, she had one brother, Paul
Edwin Johnson who preceded her
in death.
Oma worked as a Laboratory
Technician for the Lubbock City/
County Health Dept, Veterans Administration, and West Texas Hospital in Lubbock and Professional
Center Laboratory in Irving, TX.
She was very active in her church,

Plymouth Park Baptist. She was
also very active in the community
of Irving and performed in several
of the Community Theatre Events
and was named the Irving ABWA
Chapter “Woman of the Year” in
1991. Her most prized performance
was in Steve Martin’s movie, The
Leap of Faith.
Oma was a strong Christian
woman, dedicated daughter, mother
and grandmother and she cherished
time spent with family and especially
the grandchildren.
Oma is survived by two daughters, Linda Shockley and husband
Joe of Dallas, Brenda Cartwright
and husband Greg of Lubbock and
one son, Lester Thomas of Irving;
grandchildren, Amanda Cartwright
Warner and husband Kyle of Dallas, Ashley Cartwright McDaniel
and husband Lee of Dallas, Brent
Shockley and wife Mary Giroux of
Dallas, Katy Shockley of Dallas and
Daniel Thomas of Austin. She is also
survived by one great-grandchild,
Korah Shockley of Dallas, and several nieces and nephews.
Oma will be missed dearly by
all who know her, but her love will
flourish forever.
In lieu of flowers, memorials
may be made to the Ralls Cemetery
Association, 808 Ave I, Ralls, TX,
79357.

Since 1963
Mike Korzenewski
Funeral Director, Manager

Founder

Continuing
The Tradition
“The Right Choice
for Over 54 Years.”

972-254-4242
Ben F. Brown

www.brownmem.com

Director in Charge Gary Westerman
Owned and Operated by
Jeanne Brown & The Brown Family
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Coppell Communications Officer designated as Certified Public Communicator
Communication professionals
working for the public sector deliver
critical information to citizens every
day—and especially during times of
crisis—to ensure public safety and
government transparency.
A new partnership at TCU provides support for information officers
and marketing directors doing this
important work within government.
Coppell’s community information officer, Sharon Logan, is a
member of the first cohort to complete this strategic communication
program developed for public sector
communicators.
Since 2013, TCU has partnered
with the Texas Association of Municipal Information Officers (TAMIO)
to offer the Certified Public Communicator program. TCU partners
include the Bob Schieffer College of
Communication, the School of Strategic Communication, and Extended
Education. The first cohort of 27 students started the 95-hour residential
program in July 2013 and graduated
in August 2014.
“As an organization of professional government communicators,
TAMIO is impressed by TCU’s vision and honored by the university’s
commitment to create this program,”
Shannon Gowan, president of TAMIO and director of communications
for the city of Temple, said. “With
nothing of its kind in the country,

we expect the Certified Public Communicator program to have national
significance for thousands of communicators, videographers, webmasters
and public information officers it will
affect.”
The curriculum, developed by
strategic communication professors
Jacqueline Lambiase and Laura
Bright, offers leadership training and
coursework designed for the complexities and challenges of communicating with citizens and stakeholders.
It is designed for public information
managers and professionals working
for cities, counties, school districts
and other public and public-private
agencies.
“Participants stay on campus for
a week during two summers, so that
they can engage in focused study with
other public-sector professionals,”
Lambiase said. “They also develop
three-year communication plans for
their organizations, working with
public relations, advertising and
marketing experts. So, their cities,
counties and districts will gain from
the experience, too.”
Both summer sessions present
an integrated communication approach that is infused with ethics,
transparency, public affairs, branding, customer relations, and social
influence, as well as theoretical and
applied approaches.
Government professionals leave

A DFW Humane
Society
volunteer talks
with prospective
adoptees as
she hangs on
to a freshly
adopted pup
while his new
family fills out
the necessary
paperwork
during the North
Texas Empty
Shelter Day.
/ Photo by
Genesis Bishop

Pets

were coming out in droves to take
advantage of the free adoption, the
Continued from Page 1
animals would soon find there way
dogs in one day.
back to the shelter.
How did they get that many
Even with the success of the
people at once to adopt a new mouth event, many shelters admitted that
within a week they would be filling
to feed? Simple, they made it free.
Pet adoption costs can range up again.
Participating shelters included:
anywhere from $25-$200 on the
average day, but on August 16, those Arlington Animal Services, Balch
fees were waved, and some shelters Springs Animal Shelter, Burleson
even threw in extras like free micro- Animal Shelter, Cleburne Animal
chipping to sweeten the deal.
Services, Collin County Animal
The plan worked. Many shelters Shelter, Dallas Animal Services, DFW
were all but cleaned out of pups and Humane Society, Flower Mound
kits awaiting homes.
Animal Services, Grand Prairie AniIrving Animal Services adopted mal Services, Humane Society North
out 102 pets; DFW Human Society of Texas, Irving Animal Services, Lake
Irving adopted out 55 with only 14 re- Dallas Animal Shelter, Lewisville
maining; Grand Prairie had two dogs Animal Shelter & Adoption Center,
and 15 cats left after adopting out 81 Mansfield Animal Care & Control,
pets; and Arlington Animal Services Operation Kindness, Plano Animal
boasted a count of 71 adoptions with Services, Richardson Animal Shelter,
only one pet remaining.
North Richland Hills Animal AdopThe biggest concern voiced by tion & Rescue Center, Richland Hills
volunteers, helping people to find the SUBSCRIBE!
Animal Services, Seagoville Animal
perfect fit for their home, was that the214-676-1145
Shelter, SPCA of Texas in Dallas and
animals stay there.
McKinney, Tri-City Animal Shelter
Many volunteers were con- & Adoption Center in Cedar Hill and
cerned that, even though people Weatherford Animal Shelter.

Rambler

Superintendent
Continued from Page 1

Rambler

After graduating from Texas Tech,
ADVERTISE!
972-870-1992
he taught and coached at Victoria,

Goliad and Seminole.
best use technology in the classroom.
At Frisco, before being named
“I believe in a collective type of deputy superintendent, he had
leadership,” Waldrip said concern- served in several positions, including his philosophy of leadership. “By ing as director of secondary educaworking together collectively,
we can
tion and UP!
as principal at both middle
TELL
US WHAT’S
972-870-1992
bring strength to the table.”
school and high school levels.
Waldrip, as do many superinten“This is my first day on the job,
dents, came up through the ranks of but as an outsider I can tell you that
education.
Coppell has a reputation of being a
He grew up in Post, Texas, where great school district,” Waldrip said on
he played high school basketball. his view of the Coppell school district.

Rambler

SUBSCRIBE!
214-676-1145

Rambler

the program with three-year communication plans and policies for
their organizations, which are put
into action during the year with
time for testing and revisions before
graduation. In addition, students

work with their professional cohort of
colleagues, attend keynote presentations with other communication professionals, and engage in a year-long
process of professional growth and
goal-setting. Organizations that send

their managers and communicators
to the program receive tested communication plans for social media
policies, research-based strategies
and crisis communication.
SOURCE: City of Coppell

Water District
Notice of Public Hearing on Tax Rate
The Irving Flood Control District, Section I, will hold a public hearing on a proposed tax rate for
the tax year 2014 on September 09, 2014, at 11:30 a.m. at the Haggar Board Room, Haggar Building, University of Dallas, 1845 E. Northgate Dr., Irving, Texas 75062. Your individual taxes may
increase or decrease, depending on the change in the taxable value of your property in relation to
the change in taxable value of all other property and the tax rate that is adopted.
FOR the proposal:

Shawn Podrasky
Patrick Daly
Robert Galecke
Jon Schneider
Gary Swink
Gary Weinberger
Shawn Davies
None
AGAINST the proposal:
PRESENT and not voting: None
None
ABSENT:
The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing unit last year
to taxes proposed on the average residence homestead this year.
Total tax rate (per $100 of value)
Difference in rates per $100 of value
Percentage increase in rates
Average appraised value
General exemptions available
(excluding senior citizen’s or disabled
person’s exemptions)
Average taxable value
Tax on average residence homestead
Annual increase / decrease in taxes if
proposed tax rate is adopted (+/-)
and percentage of increase (+/-)

This Year
$0.5047 / $100
Proposed

Last Year
$0.5000 / $100
Adopted

*

$0.0047
0.94%

*
*
*
*

*
*
*
*
0.94%

* There are no residence homesteads within Irving Flood Control District, Section I.
NOTICE OF TAXPAYERS’ RIGHT TO ROLLBACK ELECTION
If taxes on the average residence homestead increase by more than eight percent, the qualified
voters of the district by petition may require that an election be held to determine whether to reduce
the operation and maintenance tax rate to the rollback tax rate under Section 49.236(d), Water Code.
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Community members repair,
recycle flags from Great Flag Caper
On Tuesday, August 19th, twenty residents of the Hospital District
South Neighborhood Association
repaired and recycled over 1500 flags
to be used for next year’s July 4th
Great Flag Caper. The flags recently
flew in Irving on the July 4th weekend as part of the Great Flag Caper
and will fly again next year after being repaired, bundled and stored for
2015’s celebration.
Clyde and Beca DeLoach hosted
the party in their home and welcomed long-time residents and many
newcomers in the neighborhood.
Clyde is the current Chairman of the
Hospital District South Neighborhood Association. The DeLoaches
chartered the association and registered with the city in 1999 in preparation for the highly anticipated Y2K
event. The association has remained
active and has brought the neighbors
together for many shared activities

and opportunities for forming lasting
friendships.
The attendees visited and enjoyed refreshments while performing their flag repairs. After the work
was completed, Rosie Raley, past
Chairman of the HDSNA, awarded
many exciting door prizes which were
provided through Irving’s Community Grant Program. A special guest
at the Flag Repair Party was Beca
DeLoach’s mother, Helen Bruening,
who has personally witnessed one
hundred and one July 4th celebrations!
The Great Flag Caper started
twenty-one years ago when Nell Anne
Hunt, an Irving realtor, decided to
place American flags in her yard
to celebrate July 4th. Then other
neighbors wanted in on it and now
the Great Flag Caper involves about
300 volunteers who “plant” and
“harvest” over 40,000 flags in Irving

Merlis and
David Cruz, who
recently moved
into a house on
MacArthur Court,
visited with Rosie
Raley, Dan Clair
and Cindy Slayton
as they repaired
and recycled flags
for the Great Flag
Caper.

neighborhoods and the full length of
MacArthur Boulevard every July 4th.
The Great Flag Caper has non-profit
status under section 501(c)(3) of the
Internal Revenue Code so all contributions are tax deductible. If you
appreciate the work of the Great Flag
Caper and wish to contribute, please
make checks payable to Great Flag
Caper and mail to Nell Anne Hunt
at 3704 Hidalgo, Irving, TX 75062.
SOURCE: Great Flag Caper

WORSHIP

PRESBYTERIAN USA

BIBLE CHURCH
Heritage Church-PCG
1501 S. Briery Rd.
Irving, TX 75060
Phone # 972-986-4200 or
www.heritagechurchpcg.com

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Belt Line Road
Church of Christ
1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century
Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Wednesday Worship 7:30 p.m.
972.790.8606 www.BeltLineChurch.com

CATHOLIC
Holy Family of Nazareth
Catholic Church
One block north of Hwy 183 on Esters Rd.
Sat. 5:30pm, Sun. 8am, 10am, 12pm,
5:30pm
972-252-5521
www.HolyFamilyChurch.net

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
First Christian Church
114 West Grauwyler Rd. 75061
972-579-0911
Sunday School for all ages-9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship- 10:45 a.m.

Irving Library presents ‘Many Voices’
Performers from the Eurasian Association of DFW International, which include: Marina Firsher, Anna Letushova, Natasha
Rozhdestvenskaya, Olga Sanford, Marina Skye and Alexandra Sukhoverko, entertain guests at the Irving Central Library with songs in
Russian and Ukrainian during the ‘Many Voices’ celebration of Slavic cultures August 16. / Photo by Genesis Bishop

Ahmed Mohamed, who attends Sam Houston Middle School, thanked board spoke on behalf of the after-school programs and
credited them with his involvement in the study of robotics through the 4-H program during the Irving ISD Board of Trustees Meeting
August 18. / Photo by Genesis Bishop

Programs

tor of the Amadi Guess Foundation,
she said the program will provide
Continued from Page 1
support not only to the students of
Irving ISD but for the parents and
grams to Irving schools. Working educators in the district.
alongside an Irving ISD campus SUBSCRIBE!
“We are very excited to be shar214-676-1145
liaison, the Amadi Guess Founda- ing this journey with the district and
tion staff members and volunteers look forward to serving the children
will offer programs like mentoring, and parents of Irving,” Goree said. “I
tutoring, life skills, homework help, want to plant seeds in the children.
conflict resolution, career and college The best time to plant a tree was 20
readiness, character building and years ago. The second best time is
much more. A healthy snack and ADVERTISE!
now. Our time is now!”
dinner also will be provided at no972-870-1992
The after-school program, slated
cost to families.
to start on September 15, will be of“I want to extend a special fered at no cost to all parents and
thanks to Mr. Delmont Johnson who students at designated schools.
initiated the Foundation’s outreach
Parents can register their chilto the district,” Parra said. “We un- dren at their local school. For addiTELL US WHAT’S
UP!
derstand how beneficial after-school
tional information
about the Amadi
972-870-1992
programs can be to families with Guess after-school program, please
working parents who aren’t able to visit www.irvingisd.net or www.
get home until the evening.
amadiguessfoundation.org.
“Our partnership with the AmaThe Irving ISD/Amadi Guess
di Guess Foundation will allow us after-school program is in addition
to have a positive impact on after- to the district’s agreement with the
school programming at even more YMCA for on-site after-school offercampuses than in years past. As a ings at nine Irving ISD schools. Click
SUBSCRIBE!
result, we’ll be able to serve more214-676-1145
here to learn more about the YMCA
students,” he said.
partnership or visit www.ymcadallas.
For Iesha Goree, executive direc- org to register for that program.
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972-870-1992
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LUTHERAN
Good Shephard Lutheran Church
Good Shephard Lutheran Church
2620 W. Grauwyler Rd.
Irving, TX 75061
972-579-0911
www.gslcirving.com
Sunday Worship at 9 a.m.
Summer Bible Study at 10:30 a.m.

St. Stephen’s Presbyterian Church
1621 W. Grauwyler Rd.
Irving, TX 75061 972-259-8744
www.ststephensirving.org
Sunday Bible Classes 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:50 a.m.

UNITED METHODIST
First United Methodist Church
211 W. Third, 75060
972-253-3531 www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary
6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall
Northgate
United Methodist Church
3700 West Northgate, 75062
972-252-8519 www.northgateumc.org
Worship Service 8:15 AM in the Dome
Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:45 AM in the WAC
at the rear of the complex
Oak Haven
United Methodist Church
1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431
www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m

UNITY CHURCH

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class
11:00 AM Service
& Children’s Church
Reverend Frank Pounders
and Reverend Margaret Pounders
210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-5083
unitychurchofirving.com

Strengthening the Foundaon
of our Irving Community
Offering Youth Sports, Family Wellness Programs,
Swim Lessons, Play & Learn, Youth & Government
and Aer school programs designed to have
posive impact on our community.
Irving Family YMCA
2200 W. Irving Blvd.
Irving TX 75061
www.irvingymca.org
972-986-8898

We’re for youth development,
healthy living and
social responsibility.
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WWI ANNIVERSARY

Wonders of mechanics, science spur WWI combat to new heights
By Jess Paniszczyn
The possibilities for aerial warfare opened up an entirely new
dimension of combat during World
War I. New technologies and the inventiveness of those who used them
propelled civilization into a new age
of destruction and discovery
“WWI was the first mechanized
war,” Bruce Bleakley, Director of the
Frontiers of Flight Museum.
“A lot of new weapons of war
made their debut in WWI in a big
way: submarine, tank, airplane,
machine gun. Even though some of
these things had been around earlier,
they had been used in limited ways
in small skirmishes here and there.
There was airplane used in 1911 in
a bombing mission in the Mediterranean. Someone flew in airplane
over some Turks and threw some
hand grenades out at them. WWI was
really the time when all these new
weapons came to fruition.
“WWI saw the first use of the
airplane in combat. It started out in
most of the countries using airplanes
that the main value of airplanes was
in reconnaissance. Planes would fly
overhead to see where the enemies
was, how many of them there were,
and coming back and reporting the
information.
“Pilots being what they are,
always somewhat adventurous and
a little bit over the edge on occasion.
They thought, ‘what if we took along
a sack full of hand grenades? What
if I mounted a machine gun on my
airplane?’ Individually pilots starting doing those things. Pretty soon
people thought it might be advantageous if they could stop the other
guy from flying over and saying what
they were doing by sending one of
their airplanes up and shooting him
down.”
In the modern world, airships or
zeppelins are thought of in the same
basic category as dinosaurs. In WWI,
they were cutting edge technology.
Developed before airplanes,
powered, rigid airships, filled with
hydrogen were the world’s first aerial
bombing platform. From the beginning of WWI, the Germans used
zeppelins in the invasion of Belgium
and also in their war against France.
On Jan. 19, 1915, zeppelins were first
used to bomb Britain.
Airships could carry sizable
bomb loads great distances and were
used as strategic, offensive weapons.
One of their greatest assets was as
a weapon of terror. Zeppelins were
the first modern stealth technology
developed, no one ever heard them
coming
“The other part of using aircraft
in World War I involved strategic
bombardment, or even not strategic
so much as bombing civilian targets
like cities,” Bleakley said. “The Germans started doing that in earnest in
1915. Their airships could fly higher
than any airplane for the first couple
years of the war. The main difficulty
with the Germans large airships was
they were filled with hydrogen.
“The German bombing of London had had little strategic value. The
main thing the Germans hoped to do
was frighten the British into thinking they couldn’t win the war and
terrorize the civilian population. But
it only made the British more angry.
It stiffened their resolve as it were.
“The main difficulty for Londoners was the fires the bombs started for
instance of a bomb hit a gas main or
damage the infrastructure of the city.
The bombing wasn’t nearly as bad as
it was later in World War II, because
those aircraft were more sophisticated, bombs bigger and they did it
more often.”
Airships held 50,000 cubic meters of gas. Shooting a few holes into
a zeppelin allowed relatively little air
to escape and made almost no difference to the buoyancy of the craft.
Once the British invented incendiary
bullets, their airplane pilots could
ignite the skin of the airship and burn
the craft to the ground.
“If you did have any airplane
that could stagger up as high as the
zeppelin, all you had to do was put a
few in incendiary bullets into the airship, and that was it,” Bleakley said.
“It wasn’t until the spring of 1915 that
a British pilot managed to do that.
“The Germans kept trying to
make zeppelins that could fly higher.
In the meantime, the performance of
airplanes improved, and they were
able to climb higher. So it was a con-

WWI Remembered
On Aug. 3 and 4, countries around
the world will begin commemorating the
Centenary of World War One. “The War
to End All Wars” ravaged Europe from
August 1914 until Armistice Day, Nov. 11,
1918. Two years after the war began, on
April 6, 1917, America declared war on
Germany and entered the fray.
During her time in the war, America
sent 4,355,000 troops to fight, 116,516
of those men died.
For the European countries involved
the numbers are almost unimaginable:
60,683,810 troops fought, 8,412,315
✦ Graduated from the Indiana University School of Medicine
armed men died. During the war, entire
✦ Internship in General Surgery at University of Texas Southwesterntowns were destroyed and decades of
✦ Residency in Urology at the University of Texas Southwestern
economic development lost.
✦ Member of the American Urological Association and the American In honor of our country’s sacrifice in
WWI, Rambler Newspapers is bringing
Medical Association since 2008
✦ He has special interests in the use of robotics in urology proceduresyou a series of articles on the history of
The Great War.
and specializes in trauma/reconstruction, endourology, oncology,

NEW PHYSICIAN AT OUR CLINIC

William A. Smith, Jr., M.D
Specializing in Urology

Some information provided by PBS.org.
treating kidney stones and female urology.
During WWI, people living in Germany, Austria, Poland and occupied parts of France
Dr. Smith
acceptsfrom
most
major
health
were forbidden to MEDICAL
make sausages, because
the intestines
250,000
cows
went plans
into and is accepting new patients.
the manufacture of eachandairship. Visitors
to the
Frontiers
of Flight Museum pause to
Hours:
8-5
Monday-Friday
for flying was new and they were
SURGICAL
study a poster designed
to warn people about the dangers of zeppelins. The poster is
pushing the envelope with new techof
N.
MacArthur
Blvd,
Ste
325,
2021
CLINIC
part of a unique exhibit
of rare art currently on display in the museum. / Photos by John Starkey nology and pushing it airplanes as far
IRVING Irving TX 75061

972-253-4210

didn’t work.
“One of the United States’ first,
real, popular aces, Raoul Lufbery,
had once said he would never write
a burning airplane down. Rather
than burn to death, he would prefer
just to jump, and he did. That is how
stant game of back-and-forth.
“The technology in the early
airplane engines was not powerful
enough at that time to carry the
airplanes to higher altitudes. They
had not developed aeronautical
engines that could provide enough
power to get more than just a few
thousand feet off the ground. So the
first aircraft engines they used at the
beginning of WWI, had maybe 50
horse power. As the war progressed,
they developed engines with 100
horse power, then 120, then 150.
By the end of the war, some of the
smaller fighter type aircraft could
climb above 20,000 feet. That was
phenomenal at the time.
“The pilots learned quickly that
if they flew much above 10,000 feet,
they would start feeling a little giddy,
because they were getting enough
oxygen. They would have to breathe
harder,” he said. When you reach
a certain altitude, it doesn’t matter
how hard you breathe, there’s just
not enough atmospheric pressure to
fill your lungs with oxygen.
“Although pilots got up to
15,000 - 16,000 feet, they didn’t stay
there very long. It was cold. It was difficult. Pilots would be sweating in the
middle of the summer on the ground,
but they would still have to put on
a big heavy leather flying coat, big
boots, heavy gloves and everything,
because by the time they climbed to
15,000 feet it was freezing.”
During the war, 115 zeppelins
were used in military service, 77 were
destroyed. Under the conditions of
the Treaty of Versaille, Germany
handed over nine to the Aillies.
“Very few of the zeppelins that
were shot down fell on British soil,”
Bleakley said. “A lot of times pilots
caught them over the channel as they
were heading back or as they were
coming in. The zeppelins tried to
counter this by flying at night, but the
British to just learned to fly at night.
“Germany lost almost all of its
zeppelins during WWI. Not primarily
to Allied antiaircraft fire or fighters;
most of their losses were whether
related or mechanical.
“As a member of the zeppelin
crew, your chances of surviving the
war were not very good.
“Towards the very end of the
war, Germans started using parachutes in their fixed wing airplanes.
A lot of other countries didn’t do that,
because they thought a pilot might
abandon a perfectly good aircraft if
things got dicey rather than trying
to bring it home. That attitude at the
command level didn’t go over very
well with the pilots.
“Unfortunately we lost a few
good pilots, so did the British and
the French, because they didn’t have
parachutes,” he said. “There were
situations where the aircraft was on
fire, and the pilot could have survived
if he had been able to jump out. The
only other technique was to try to get
the airplane on the ground before
the fire burned you. Sometimes, that

as fast as they would go. There are
things pilot still had learned about the
basic ways airplanes fly. Like a spin:
they had not figured out right away
how to get out of a spin. A lot of pilots
died not knowing how to get out of
this predicament. Airplanes did not
last very long,” he said.

he was killed. Some people say he
might have fallen out of his airplane
while he was trying to get it down in
a hurry. But most of the guys in his
squadron that he had done what he
said he would do.
“In World War I, the technology

NEW PHYSICIAN AT OUR CLINIC

Jayasree “Jaya” Grandhi, M.D.
Specializing in nephrology, particularly acute renal
failure, hypertension, and chronic kidney disease.
✦ Previously at Strong Memorial Hospital in New York, Mercy
Memorial Hospital in Minnesota, and former member of the faculty at
Wayne State University. She conducted research at Strong Memorial
Hospital and Karmanos Cancer Institute.
✦ MBBS at Gandhi Medical College and Hospital in Hyderabad, India;
Internship at Wayne State University; fellowship in Nephrology at Strong
Memorial Hospital in New York.
MEDICAL
and

SURGICAL
CLINIC of
IRVING

Dr. Grandhi accepts most major health plans and is accepting new patients.
Hours: 8-5 Monday-Friday
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 210,
Irving, TX 75061

972-823-6422

Water District
Notice of Public Hearing on Tax Rate
The Irving Flood Control District, Section III, will hold a public hearing on a proposed
tax rate for the tax year 2014 on September 08, 2014, at 6:30 p.m. at 201 Red River Trail,
Irving, Texas 75063. Your individual taxes may increase or decrease, depending on the
change in the taxable value of your property in relation to the change in taxable value of
all other property and the tax rate that is adopted.
FOR the proposal:

AGAINST the proposal:
PRESENT and not voting:
ABSENT:

Kim Andres
Chris Calvery
William Correa
Neha Kunte
None
None
Mazhar Islamraja

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing unit
last year to taxes proposed on the average residence homestead this year.
Total tax rate (per $100 of value)

Last Year
$0.1421 / $100
Adopted

Difference in rates per $100 of value
Percentage increase in rates
$234,870
Average appraised value
General exemptions available
(excluding senior citizen’s or disabled
39,730
person’s exemptions)
195,140
Average taxable value
$277.29
Tax on average residence homestead
Annual increase / decrease in taxes if
proposed tax rate is adopted (+/-)
and percentage of increase (+/-)

This Year
$0.1471 / $100
Proposed
$0.005
3.5%

$247,261
42,734
204,527
$300.86

$23.57
8.5%

NOTICE OF TAXPAYERS’ RIGHT TO ROLLBACK ELECTION
If taxes on the average residence homestead increase by more than eight percent, the
qualified voters of the district by petition may require that an election be held to determine
whether to reduce the operation and maintenance tax rate to the rollback tax rate under
Section 49.236(d), Water Code.
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FUN & GAMES

• It was noted British wit
Hector Hugh Monroe -- better
known by his pen name, Saki
-- who made the following sage
observation: “A little inaccuracy
sometimes saves a ton of explanation.”
• When Mozart was young,
he traveled to Rome to hear Gregorio Allegri’s “Miserere” performed by the papal choir. This
piece was performed only once
a year, and the pope had forbid-

den its performance anywhere
else in the world. There was only
one copy of the score, and it was
kept in a vault in the Vatican. According to a papal decree, anyone
who reproduced the work in any
way would be excommunicated
from the Catholic Church. After
Mozart heard the performance
-- only once -- he transcribed
the entire piece. When the pope
heard of this feat of memory
and musical genius, rather than
excommunicating the prodigy,
he awarded Mozart the Cross of
the Order of the Golden Spur.
• The dog that played Toto
in “The Wizard of Oz” was actually named Terry.

• It is a Moroccan man
named Brahim Takioullah who
has the dubious distinction of
possessing the world’s largest
feet. They measure 15 inches
from heel to toe.
• You’ve probably heard the
phrase “long in the tooth” to describe someone who’s getting up
there in years, but did you ever
wonder where it originated? The
term came from horse breeders.
As equines age, their gums begin
to recede; the teeth don’t actually
get longer, but they appear to.
Therefore, a horse whose teeth
look long must be getting old.
(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

1. MOVIES: In a prank that
went awry, what famous Hollywood producer accidentally got
stuck in the mouth of the “Jaws”
mechanical shark?
2. TELEVISION: What spinoff comedy show spawned the
1970s spinoff “Good Times”?3.
GEOGRAPHY: Where is the
Ruhr region located?
4. MYTHOLOGY: What was
the name of the country ruled by
Midas, the king with “the golden

touch”?
5. FAMOUS QUOTATIONS: What 19th-century author said, “The mass of men lead
lives of quiet desperation”?
6. SCIENCE: What is the
third most common element
in the Earth’s atmosphere after
nitrogen and oxygen?
7. MUSIC: What is the national anthem of the United
Kingdom?
8. LITERATURE: In which
of Shakespeare’s plays do the
characters of Beatrice and
Benedick appear?
9. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What was the name of
the single “supercontinent” from

which modern-day continents
are believed to have formed?
10. ASTRONOMY: Which
planet’s two moons are named
Phobos and Deimos?
Answers
1. George Lucas
2. “Maude,” which was a spinoff of “All in the Family”
3. Germany
4. Phrygia
5. Henry David Thoreau
6. Argon
7. “God Save the Queen” (or
“King”)
8. “Much Ado About Nothing”
9. Pangaea
10. Mars
(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.
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American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building
215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.
Recruiting/Questions
call 469-621-7878
Buttons & Bows Square
& Round Dance Club
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm
Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain
Circle I - Square
& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm
Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain
Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm
Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive
Friends of The Irving Theater
Second Tuesday at Joe’s Coffee Shop.
7 p.m. to eat/casual meeting at 7:30 p.m.
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Irving Amateur Radio Club
Fourth Thurday of the month
7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org
Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.
at Los Lupes
Irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter 214.435.9876
Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940
Every Wed. @ Los Lupes
In the Irving Mall
Irving Republican
Women’s Club
Meets the second Monday of each month
(except June, July & August)
at 7pm at IHOP Restaurant
Hwy 635 @ MacArthur
Irving Retired School
Personnel Association
First Christain Church
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.
Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club
Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club
ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary
Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club
4400 N. O”Connor Rd.
Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club
Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.
Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC
1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles
Lunch Bunch
1st & 3rd Saturdays
972-254-3525
Single Moms Care & Support
of Irving
2nd and 4th Fridays of each month
6:30 - 8:00 p.m. at the Irving YMCA
(corner of Irving Blvd. and Story Road)
Free meal! Encouraging meeting!
Kids welcome!
Thumbs up Toastmasters
Sundays 2:45 p.m.
YMCA Building 2200 W. Irving Blvd.
TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Berean Memorial Church
VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd
Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm
3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service
Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking
Karen – 972-986-4056

Organizations are required to re-submit their information on
a monthly basis to insure that the Irving Rambler will have
accurate information. Listings are limited to the Organization’s
name, meeting location and time. If an organization wishes
to have more information than the free listing offers, we will
continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

www.RamblerNewspapers.com
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Football flick offers sometimes
preachy metaphor for life
There have been many sports
films based on monumental achievements; the underdog student making
the team, the down and out team winning the big game, overcoming racism, temperaments, playing conditions and more.
What is unique
about When The
Game Stands
Tall is how it
focuses on life
both on and off
the field. Like all
films, yes, it is a
metaphor for life
MATT
MUNGLE and what sort of
person will we be
MUNGLE when our “game”
tall.
ON MOVIES stands
The De La
Salle High School
Spartans are a football team from
Northern California. Under Head
Coach Bob Ladouceur (Jim Caviezel)
they went on a 151 game winning
streak that covered a decade and
shattered all high school records.
Most people around that area could
not remember what it was like to lose.
So when they did lose, it hit everyone
hard; everyone really but Coach
Ladouceur. For him, all those years
were about teaching his players to
be better men once they were off the
field. He didn’t care about the streak
as much as how he impacted his payers lives. The movie begins when the
streak ends. And that is the heart and
soul of the story.
If the film had been about the
151 wins, we may have shrugged and
moved on. Though impressive it
doesn’t make watching win after win
entertaining. What grabs the attention is how the players and the town
as a whole deal with the loss; and
how consumed they are with starting

a new streak. The incoming seniors
seem the worst. They are riding the
coattails of the players before them.
The graduating seniors understand
the importance of learning to live
life off the field. It is this different
mindset that makes for a dramatic
element in the storyline. But at the
middle of it all is Coach Ladouceur,
and his calling to instill value in these
young men.
Football fans do not fret though,
there is plenty of grid iron action to
balance the off field drama. Each
play ran is fast, hard hitting, and
will have you on your feet yelling all
the way to the goal line. The filmmakers used motorcycle cameras
to follow the guys on the field. This
truly speeds up the action and puts
you right in the middle. There is also
much detail in getting every scenario
correct. Although they are down they
are certainly not out. Each snap of the
ball is physical and powerful.
Rated PG for thematic material,
a scene of violence, and brief smoking; When The Game Stands Tall
is not a perfect film. It mainly falls
short in some of the acting from the
younger players. As with most films
geared toward faith based audiences,
the lines often come across preachy
and forced. Not that these themes are
not important, but when rehearsed
into the dialogue, they feel like a
public service announcement more
than real and normal conversation.
Also at times, it tries to tell too many
stories. You can’t have every player’s
journey included. When you do, they
never fully play out or find grounding.
I give it 3 out of 5 first downs. You
will find many reasons to stand and
cheer and the film has several inspirational moments on and off the field.
2014 Mungleshow Productions. All rights
reserved.

Skilled young actors
bring new YA film to life
to, and does, carry this film. There
By Matt Mungle
Hollywood keeps churning out are a wide range of emotions that
movies adapted from books adored Mia goes through, and Chloë nails
by young adult readers. If I Stay is each one. You believe her, whether
the latest of these, and one that keeps she is fluidly playing the Cello, crying
the motivation moving in the right over Adam’s lack of understanding,
direction. Though certainly not a film or opening up to her mom about how
for every age group or demographic, hard it all is. Everyone else takes a
there are elements in this one that backseat to Moretz, and this allows
most will be able to relate to. Hope- her to set the tone for each scene.
fully not to the lengths that the main They were smart to do it this way.
character has to go through but pos- The other actors, though in no way
sibly in the other minor decisions inadequate, at times can seem a little
faced in the film. If nothing else, this out of place or to be forcing a line. In
one at least blends drama and a touch particular Enos, who is a marvelous
of the supernatural in a way that will actress (see The Killing if you doubt
make you appreciate your family and that) but in this role of free spirited
Kat she often comes across playing
hung them a little tighter.
Mia Hall (Chloë Grace Moretz) dress up. As if she isn’t sure how to
is a young woman preparing to embrace the puck rock heritage her
graduate High School. She is preoc- character embodies.
Something else that was solid in
cupied with auditioning to get into
this
film
is the musicianship. Music is
Julliard as a Cellist while trying not
a
common
thread among the characto be consumed with Adam (Jamie
Blackley), her new boyfriend. She ters, and each scene that incorporates
has an amazing family despite her a performance looks authentic. When
little brother (Jakob Davies) and Adam plays the guitar, Blackley is
punk music loving parents (Joshua using correct fingering and chords.
Leonard/Mireille Enos) being a bit The references to early punk music
over the top. But when a tragic ac- are thought out and used accurately.
cident changes everything, Mia finds It is most flawless when Mia plays the
she is stuck between this life and SUBSCRIBE!
Cello. The filmmakers did a superb
214-676-1145
the hereafter. During an out of body job of seamlessly using the emotions
experience, she faces her toughest of Moretz with the cello skills of othdecision yet; move on or stay and live ers. We all know that Chloë could not
a life far different and painful then perfect her playing in the time it took
she could ever have imagined.
to make this film. But there are moThis is a tragic tale that stays ments you will second guess yourself
manageable due to the acting of ADVERTISE!
and insist she has been playing her
Moretz and the balance of flashback972-870-1992
whole life.
storytelling. Writer Gayle Forman
If I Stay is rated PG-13 for the(novel) is able to keep the mood light matic elements and some sexual
as she shows Mia interacting with her material. This is a safe rating though
family, going on dates, and trying granted some parents may not like
to fit her classical soul into the rock how far Mia and Adam take their reTELL
US WHAT’S
and roll world of Adam. This
tone
lationship.UP!
Also pre-teen viewers may
972-870-1992
not only breaks the tension but also be a bit traumatized by the thought
draws you into the treasurable life of family tragedy as depicted here.
this young woman has. It makes the The film is well written and as mendecision to stay harder for her and tioned overtly, perfected by Moretz.
at times more emotional to watch. It is perfect for the high school young
These are all good people who have adult female crowd and that is who
been dealt a nasty blow. As a viewer, will truly appreciate it.
you sort of want them to all wake up
I give it 3.75 out of 5 for the genre
SUBSCRIBE!
and someone say, “just kidding”. 214-676-1145
and selected audience. It is a decent
Moretz proves here that what choice for a mom-daughter, outing
we saw from her in Carrie and the just bring a tissue or two and make
Kick-Ass flicks was no fluke. She has sure you dialogue about it afterwards.
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Irving ranked in top 50 meetings destinations
Irving Convention and Visitors Bureau (ICVB) announced today that Irving has been ranked number 37
on Cvent’s 2014 list of Top 50 Meetings Destinations
in the U.S.
Cvent, a leading cloud-based enterprise event
management platform, developed the ranking based
on meeting and event booking activity in the Cvent
Supplier Network.
“I’m thrilled to see Irving make this coveted list
again in 2014,” Maura Allen Gast, ICVB executive director, said. “We are honored to be ranked among the top
meetings and events destination cities by Cvent.
“Earning a spot on this list validates the significant
effort we put into making Irving an attractive and innovative choice for corporate meetings, a critical part
of not just our local economy here in North Texas, but
equally as beneficial to the economic health of Texas
and the entire U.S.”
Irving welcomes more than 3 million visitors annually delivering $1.8 billion in spending, supporting
16,420 jobs, generating $47.6 million in tax revenues
and $567 in hard-to-replace tax base for every Irving
household.
Since its grand opening in January 2011, the
LEED® Silver certified, eco-friendly, Irving Convention Center at Las Colinas (ICCLC), has hosted more

DALLAS — The American Red Cross encourages
eligible donors to help ensure a stable and diverse blood
supply by giving blood in honor of National Sickle Cell
Awareness Month this September.
Sickle cell disease is an inherited disease that causes
red blood cells to form an abnormal crescent shape. It
is estimated that sickle cell disease affects as many as
100,000 people in the U.S. Many of these patients face
a lifetime of blood transfusions to help reduce the risk of
stroke, damage to major organs and other complications
that can arise as a result of sickle cell disease.
Since blood from donors of the same ethnic background as the recipient is less likely to cause complications, the Red Cross must maintain a diverse blood
supply. This is particularly important for patients like
those with sickle cell disease who may require regular
blood transfusions.
To help increase donations during the month of
September, those who come out to donate blood or
platelets will receive a coupon by email for a free haircut

CLASSIFIEDS
CEMETERY
FOR SALE
Two Double – Dept Crypts
at Oak Grove
Memorial Gardens
Call 972-438-4277

EMPLOYMENT
NOW HIRING
Various Full Time positions
Must have experience
LaCueva Restaurant
972-259-3973

Rambler

SOURCE: Irving Convention and Visitors Bureau

at participating Sport Clips locations.
For more information or to make an appointment
to donate blood, visit redcrossblood.org or call 1-800RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767).
Upcoming blood donation opportunities:
• Sept. 6 from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. at Iglesia Alfa Y
Omega, 2422 N. Jupiter Rd. in Garland, Texas.
• Sept. 8 from 8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. at Cedar Hill
High School, 1 Longhorn Blvd in Cedar Hill, Texas.
• Sep. 8-10 from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. at University of
Texas At Dallas, 800 W. Campbell in Richardson, Texas.
• Sept. 10 from 4 - 9 p.m. at Marquis on Gaston,
2752 Gaston Ave 7 in Dallas, Texas.
• Sept. 10 from 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. at Dedman College,
6425 Boaz Lane in Dallas, Texas.
• Sept. 11 from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. at Intellicenter, 3701
Regent Blvd in Irving, Texas.
• Sept. 12 from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. at Internal Revenue
Service, 4050 Alpha Rd. in Dallas, Texas.
SOURCE: American Red Cross

(972) 870-1992
tammyp@irvingrambler.com

LEGAL NOTICE
Public Hearing Notice

Home delivery
carrier needed

Seeking an energetic and
self-motivated individual.
Requirements:
• Reliable Transportation
• Valid Driver’s License
• Current Auto insurance
• Good Driving Record
• Positive attitude with
willingness to learn
• Basic computer skills
$20 per hour earning potential.
Call Tammy Pompa
at 214-676-1145
for more information.

Outside Sales Representative Wanted

Rambler Newspapers is currently seeking outgoing individuals who enjoy
working closely with community business leaders.
Requirements:
Personal Transportation & Valid Driver’s License and Insurance
Preferred Skills Include:
Prior Sales Experience (not retail) & Basic Computer Skills
Willingness to establish and maintain profitable relationships with customers
Compensation: Base + Uncapped Commission and flexible work schedule
To apply send resume to johns@ramblernewspapers.net
For more information call 972-870-1992

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF IRVING
TO CONSIDER THE REQUEST OF THE
CARROLLTON-FARMERS BRANCH INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR
AMENDMENT TO THE PROJECT PLAN AND
FINANCING PLAN OF TAX INCREMENT
REINVESTMENT ZONE NUMBER ONE,
CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the City
Council of City of Irving, Texas (the “City”),
pursuant to Chapter 311 Texas Tax Code, as
amended, (the “Act”), will hold a public hearing at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, September 4,
2014, at City Hall, 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving,
Texas 75060, for the purpose of considering
amendment to the Project Plan and Financing
Plan of Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone
Number One.
Carrollton-Famers Branch Independent
School District (the “District”) requests that the
Project and Financing Plan be amended by the
City related to the following: (1) the description
and location of District’s Zone School Projects
and the estimated project costs in compliance with Texas Tax Code Section 311.011,
and (2) updated financial plan information
as to the projected increase in the District’s
estimated tax increment revenue related to
higher property values.
All persons are invited to attend the hearing
and speak for or against the amendment
of the Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone
Number One Project Plan and Financing
Plan. The copy of the request is on file and
open for public inspection in the office of the
City Secretary at the address stated above.
Questions or requests for additional information may be directed to Brad Duff, Treasury
Manager, 972-721-2729.

Put a Paw print in your heart
and a best friend at home!
The precious pets at the DFW Humane Society would like to
bring a lifetime of love and happiness into your home!!

Rambler

ADVERTISE!
972-870-1992

than 1,000 events, welcoming nearly 1 million people
to the city.
Later this month, Irving will break ground on
a much-anticipated entertainment complex, the
500,000-square-foot, $165 million Irving Music Factory.
Situated in Las Colinas near the ICCLC, the future
Irving Music Factory will be a multi-functional indoor/
outdoor amphitheater featuring an 8,000-seat concert
hall, large outdoor plaza for festivals and events, and
375,000 square feet of retail, restaurant, and entertainment space. Visit www.musicfactory.com to learn more.
Cvent evaluated more than 5,000 U.S. cities featured on the Cvent Supplier Network to compile the
third annual list. Activity was tracked from July 2013–
June 2014, and ranking was then determined by a set
of qualifying criteria:
• Unique Request For Proposals Received
• Total Room Nights
• Awarded Request For Proposals
• Awarded Room Nights
• Percentage of Qualified Meeting Venues
• Number of Profile Views
See the complete list of the Top 50 Meeting Destinations at www.cvent.com.

Red Cross observes National Sickle Cell Awareness Month
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Joey, you handsome guy! How
can anyone resist those adorable
spots and patches - and how well
you wear that tie at the young
age of 1 year! Your last family
gave you up because they didn't
have enough time for you, but
there's another family out there
that will make you part of theirs.
It's not just your good looks... it
also helps that you're good with
kids! Hang in there — your
forever family will come soon.

My name is
EMMA. I am
as sweet as
my name. I
am a 1 year
old small,
black, spayed
female. I was
rescued from
another
shelter and
brought to this beautiful shelter. In spite of
all the nice people here; I am so lonely. I am
very shy, but will allow you to pet me. Please
come by and make my dreams come true by
taking me to your forever home where I can
blossom into the wonderful, loving, lady I
know I can be.

4140 Valley View Ln.
Irving, Texas 75038
972-721-7788
www.dfwhumane.com
OPEN:
Tuesday - Friday
11am-6pm
Saturday 10am – 5pm

Come adopt a new family member today!
If you can’t adopt, please donate!
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New teachers welcomed, challenged
at 2014 Back to School Luncheon
By Dan Eakin
New teachers in the Irving Independent School District were
welcomed and challenged at the 2013
Back to School Luncheon on Aug. 15
at Nimitz High School.
More than half the crowd, of
about 600 people who attended
the event, will be joining what both
Dr. Jose Parra, superintendent of
schools, and Larry Stipes, school
board president, referred to as a
team.
“Being part of the team is a
powerful thing,” Stipes told the new
teachers. “Your teammates will be
there to encourage you.. to challenge
you…and to make you better. Most
importantly, your team is there to
help ensure that our students are a
success.”
“We are a team. We work together as a team to help our children
succeed,” Parra said.
Stipes said the Irving school district received more than 18,000 applications from prospective teachers.
“You are here today because
someone saw something special in
you,” Stipes told the new teachers. “It
may have been something you said or
did during the interview. Or it may
have been something listed on your

resume or application. Or perhaps it
was your previous work experience.
Whatever it was, someone recognized
that you are the kind of person we
need in the Irving ISD.”
Parra said about 350 new teachers have been employed so far this
year in the Irving ISD, which has
more than 35,000 students. He said
there are still some positions yet to
be filled.
The luncheon was co-sponsored
by the Greater Irving-Las Colinas
Chamber of Commerce and the
Irving ISD and members of Irving
Senior Arts Program helped stuff
goody bags for the new teachers being
welcomed into Irving School District.
Michaels, which has its national
headquarters in Irving, was the presenting sponsor for the event.
The crowd applauded when Michael Veitenheimer, Michaels senior
vice president, secretary and general
counsel, announced that all teachers
receive a 15 percent discount at any
Michaels store.
Brian Parham, a fifth grade
teacher at John Haley Elementary
who was a 2014 Mickelson ExonMobil Teachers Academy participant,
inspired the crowd with some stories
he had learned while attending the
event in Houston.

Gary Huddleston, chairman-elect of the Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce, addresses a crowd of about 600 people at
2014 Back to School Luncheon on Aug. 15 at Nimitz High School. / Photo by Dan Eakin
He said Barbara Morgan, an
astronaut and teacher, was asked if
being an astronaut had been the most
challenging thing in her life.
“After a pause, she said, ‘No.
Teaching children was the most challenging thing in my life.’”
Parham said she was then asked
if being an astronaut was the most
rewarding thing in her life.

“She had been in space, seen
the earth from afar and the moon in
such a way that none of us ever have,”
Parham said. “But without hesitating,
she said, ‘No. Teaching children was
the most rewarding thing in my life.’”
The new teachers had been
asked to see which group from which
school could come and show the
most school spirit. The new teachers

from Davis Elementary School were
presented with the inaugural Spirit
Award by Joy Goodrum, director of
the chamber’s education and workforce development program.
The Davis teachers brought
horns to blow at appropriate times
during the luncheon, dressed in red
and wore bear ears to represent their
school’s mascot.
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PRICE
KID’S
MEAL
with adult entree
purchase through
8/29/2014
Irving location only

Serving Irving For Over 40 Years

Happy birthday

For Take Out Call (972) 253-7335
425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

The Coppell High School (CHS) Band
sang for nine-year-old birthday boy
Adam during the 2nd Annual CHS Band
March-a-Thon! The band marched and
played for approximately four hours at
multiple locations throughout Coppell.
Band directors, Coppell police, and parent
volunteers accompanied the students as
they raised money for the high school
band program August 16.
/ Photo by Genesis Bishop

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 5:30 a.m.-9 p.m.; Sat. 5:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m.-3 p.m.

VISIT OUR OTHER LOCATIONS

IN GOD WE TRUST

SOURCE: TxDOT
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214-676-1145 / tammyp@irvingrambler.com

“America’s
favorite
Chinese Food!”
C

• Fresh fruits and salads
alads
• Cocktail shrimp
• Soups
•Dessert
• Ice Cream
• Sushi
Bar Gospel Brunch
Elvis
• Mongolian grill

EAST BUFFET

featuring Kraig Parker
Beltline

Sept. 7 —
Noon- 3 p.m.; Brunch & Show $30
Irving

*

Mall

• Party Rooms For
Up to 110 people!
• 10% Senior Discount
• FREE Birthday
Buffet!*
*With party of two
or more (with ID).

Hwy 183

972-659-8999 WiFi

Catering to You!
Bistrowww.eastbuffetirving.com
Lunch

4023
W.
Airport
To you home, business, venue
Mon- Fri
— 11
a.m.
- 2 p.m. Frwy • Irving
CALL TODAY
$6.95 to $16
for info on hosting
your event at Glory House

Fresh soup and salad bar

109 S. MAIN STREET IN DOWNTOWN IRVING

• Fresh fruits and salads
ads
• Cocktail shrimp
• Soups
•Dessert
• Ice Cream
• Sushi Bar
Irving
• Mongolian
Mall
Hwy 183
grill

FREE

972-259-1123

www.gloryhousecatering.com

“America’s
favorite
Chinese Food!”

*

Beltline
e

EAST BUFFET
Esters

caused by drivers under the influence
of alcohol.
Even small amounts of alcohol
can impair a person’s ability to safely
operate a vehicle. Alcohol slows reaction time, reduces the ability to
properly gauge speed or distance and
impairs vision.
All 50 states have established a
threshold making it illegal to drive
with a blood alcohol concentration
(BAC) of .08 or higher. Drivers can be
arrested with a BAC below .08 when a
law enforcement officer suspects that
an individual’s driving is impaired.
To remind people to plan ahead
for a sober ride, TxDOT conducts
media and outreach events across
the state in the weeks leading up to
Labor Day. Many of these events feature a vintage-style “DWI Not So Fun
House,” which allows participants to
experience the simulated effects of
alcohol on their motor skills.
TxDOT also has developed SoberRides.org to help people quickly
and easily find sober alternatives
to drinking and driving. Options
include:
• Calling a taxi
• Using mass transit
• Asking a sober friend or
family member for a ride home
• Staying put
For media inquiries, contact TxDOT Media Relations at MediaRelations@txdot.gov or 512-463-8700.

Subscribe
to the

Esters

In Texas, there is a traffic crash
about every 20 minutes involving a
driver under the influence of alcohol.
The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) hopes to lower this
staggering statistic with the launch
of its annual Labor Day
The “Drink. Drive. Go to Jail.”
campaign reminds drivers and motorcyclists to avoid drinking and driving or else face severe consequences.
The campaign, Aug. 15 through
Sept. 1, coincides with the national
increased enforcement period sponsored by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.
During this time, Texas law
enforcement officers step up their
vigilance to arrest drunk drivers.
“Drinking and driving puts you
and others at risk of being killed or injured,” John Barton, TxDOT deputy
executive director, said. “At the very
least, you can face expensive fines, jail
time and loss of your driver’s license.
It’s just not worth it and it’s entirely
preventable.”
In 2013, DUI-alcohol-related
traffic fatalities accounted for 1 in 3 of
all Texas roadway deaths — or nearly
1,100. During last year’s Labor Day
weekend in Texas, nearly half - 16 of
the 35 holiday traffic fatalities - were

310 Mitchell Rd.,
Metro (817) 477-3383

5912 Denton Hwy.,
Metro (817) 498-7079

TxDOT, law enforcement partner initiate
‘Drink. Drive. Go to Jail’ campaign
Campaign aims to
deter drunk driving
for Labor Day holiday

MANSFIELD

WATAUGA

4023 W. Airport Frwy • Irving
http://eastbuffetirving.com

• Party Rooms For
Up to 110 people!
• 110% Senior Discount
• FREE Birthday
Buffet!*
*With party of two
or more (with ID).

972-659-8999

